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FJiEFACE  vU 

to  the  date  of  1821,  and  he  deshres  to  sbill  CQOre  warmly 
acknowledge  the  permiasion  given  him  by  the  dlBbinguiabed 
patron  o£  htemture  a.Dd  edaeationi  the  present  Governor  of  the 
RudBOn'B  Bay  Company,  Lord  Sbrathoona  and  Mount  Boyalt 
to  read  any  documente  o£  public  importance  in  the  Hudson's 
Bay  House  in  London.  This  unusual  opportunity  granted  the 
author  was  largely  used  by  him  in  1896  and  again  tn  1899^ 

Taking  the  advice  of  bis  pubUsbers>  the  author,  instead  of 
pubiiahing  several  volumes  of  annals  of  the  Company,  has 
condensed  the  important  features  of  the  history  into  one  fair- 
sized  volume,  but  has  given  in  aa  Appendix  references  and 
authorities  which  may  afford  the  reader,  who  desires  more 
detailed  information  on  special  periods,  the  sources  of  know- 
ledge for  fuller  research.  \ 
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THE  FIRST  TOTAao  FOB  TBADfi. 

Famowi  CwiapanioB— "  The  oUl  lorly  of  Penchurch  Street" — The  firBt 
fvjrage — Rurlis^ou  micl  GruflQilUera — SpuriouHclBiinof  bhs  French 
<if  faflTUig  fvacliud  tliu  Dity— "Jourual  publlflhcU  by  PHiicg 
Society" — The  claim  invalin— Early  Toj-n^rcs  of  Bulissijn — Ti»# 
KrenchJiieii  go  to  Bostun — Cross  over  tn  Enslainl — Holp  from 
BoyiJt.v— Fiery  Unptrt— Tiio  Kin^  a  studihuldur— Mauy  }iiUiBi-ttj 
QUjiiibliaberl  factei— O'Lpt  Z^ohartiih  OiUftJU — GhotrlcH  Fort  bnllt 
on  Ri»tn.'rt  Rirei' — The  foiindera  famB, 


CeiabIlGB  I*4sffi — "  delightful  autbof  "^openii  his  Unique 
'*  EaBJiya  of  Elia  "  \yith  n.  picturesque  deBcription  oE  tho  qiiuint 
"South  Seft  Houee/'  ThroadnL^i^dlo  Street  becomes  a.  mag- 
netic D&nie  AS  we  wander  aloQg  it  towan]  Bishopsgtbte  Stj'eet 
"from  tile  BanJc,  thinlnng  oF  the  old  hous^  with  the  oaken 
wvQScotB  hung  with  pi<]tuFce  o(  deoeaeed  poTeroors  ^id  u^b- 
govemors  of  Queen  Aone.  and  the  firat  toonarehB  of  the  Bi-uds- 
wick  dyitAsty^iuge  charts  ^hich  subaequeot  disco veiisH 
have  made  ADtiquatod — dtisby  maps,  dim  fts  dreacoa,  Aod 
eOQadioge  of  tht;  Bay  oi  Pi^o&ma."  But  Lamb,  after  all,  was 
only  a  «hort  time  in  Che  South  Sea  House,  while  for  more 
thftn  thirty  years  he  voa  a  clerk  in  the  lactiEi  House,  pjbi'Uking 
of  the  geoius  of  iho  place. 

The  lodin  House  was  tho  abodo  of  a  Company  fiir  mOi'i? 
famous  ihjiii  the  South  Sea  Cr>mpauy,  dating  back  ntoi'e  than 
a  century  before  the  "  Bubble"  Company,  having  been  brought 
into  eiiaterjoe  on  the  last  day.  of  the  siAtoenth  Dentury  hy  good 
Queeci  Bess  lieraell-  To  a  vieitor,  atroJhng  down  Leadeoball 
Street,  it  i-eealls  ih^  apiriE  of  Lamb  to  turn  into  East  India 
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AvcQue.  and  the  mind  wRudor*  back  lo  Clivo  and  Burke  of 
[aoaxilny's  brilliant  essay,  in  which  he  impales.  wIlJi  balani^ed 
fphrnsQ  iiriil  perfeol  impDHrtioJity,  Philip  Fiajicis  and  Warren 
Haifitinga  alike. 

The  Condon  merehanta  WGi^e  mighty  men.  Men  who  could 
select  then-  ngerta  and  Bend  their  ships,  and  risk  their  money 
on  evuiy  sea  &nd  on  every  shore.  Nor  was  this  only  for  g^. 
but  For  philEuitKropy  as  well>  Aoross  yonder  is  the  abodo  of 
the  Ne^  England  Cotup&ny,  founded  in  1649,  and  i-a-estftib- 
li^hed  by  Charles  It.  in  1661— begun  a,nd  still  existing  witli  itb 
fined  jQCome  *'for  the  propagation  o(  the  Gospel  ic  New 
England  and  the  adjoining  piu'ts  oE  Amerioa,"  having  had  as 
Its  firfil  pi-esldetib  tho  Hon.  Eobert  Boyle  ;  and  haxd  hy  are  the 
offices  of  the  Canada  Compajiy,  now  reaching  its  three- 
quarters  of  a  century. 

Not  always,  however,  as  Macaulay  points  out,  did  the 
tribding  Companiea  remembai'  that  the  pressure  on  their 
agents  abroad  for  inoreaeed  returns  meant  the  temptation  to 
take  douhtfu]  or  ilUcib  ineLhodd  to  ga.Ln  th«ii  ends.  They  would 
b&vg  recoiled  from  the  charge  of  Lady  Maobelb, — 


*'WouIdit  not  play  falsop 
And  y&t  wonldflt  wrungly  win.** 


Yet  on  the  whole  the  ^rerchant  Companies  of  London  bear 
'fin  hOQOUtable  reDDrd^  and  Lave  bad  a,  large  Ebare  in  laying  (ho 
foundations  of  England's  commercial  gi-ealness. 

Wondering  but  a  step  further  past  Eiat  India  Avonue,  at 
the  comer  cf  Lime  and  Leadenball  Streets,  we  oome  lo-day 
upon  another  building  eitliug  somewhat  stidAtely  !□  the  very 
heart  o(  atining  and  hving  eommeFcc^  This  is  tbc  Hudson's 
Bay  Housd,  the  successor  of  the  old  bouse  on  Fcnchnrcb 
fitreet,  the  abode  of  another  Company^  whose  history  goea 
hack  for  more  than  two  centurioft  and  a  q^uarber,  aod  which  ia 
to-day  the  most  vigorous  and  vivacious  of  all  the  sisterhood  of 
companies  wo  have  enumerated.  While  begun  as  a  purely 
tiading  Company,  \\  hn-s  sJiown  in  its  reniai'kflble  hisLory  not 
only  tbe  sbicwdncss  and  liasiness  skill  of  the  raoet  callod  hy 
Napoleon  a  "  motion  oE  shopkeepers,"  but  It  has  heao  tho 
governing  power  over  an  empire  compassing  ncaily  one  half 
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of  North  Am&rioft,  ii  has  been  Ibe  patron  of  aoienoe  &iid  (ex- 
ploration, the  defender  of  the  Bntisli  €ag  and  name,  and 
the  foBtereTt  trO  il  c^rLiun  extent,  oF  eOucfition  ami  r(;ligion. 

Nob  only  on  (He  shore?  of  Hudson  Bony,  but  on  tbe  Piiolfia 
coiwt,  in  the  prAiHos  of  ficJ  Bivar,  and  nmo^g  the  anowa  of 
the  Arctic  slope,  on  the  rochy  ahorefi  of  Lahrrido]-  and  lu  tha 
uiountjwn  fastnesses  of  tin*  Vukon,  in  the  posts  of  Port 
Willi&m  and  Nepigon,  on  Lake  Superior,  and  in  fur  diatOint 
Atbab^cAf  among  the  wiid  Crctjc,  or  greaay  Eakimoa,  ^t 
trpficTierong  Ghinooke,  it  HfLs  floated  the  red  cro^H  atandardt 
with  Lhe  well-known  lebburH  H.  B.  C^ — cLn  "open  seHiLme"  lo 
the  rcBOuroes  of  a.  wide  e?itcnt  of  territory. 

Tbe  founding  of  the  Com|:iany  has  featuree  of  romftnoo. 
These  ma,y  well  be  d&tftlled,  jiiid  to  do  ao  leads  ufl  back  st>veral 
yeJirs  before  the  incoi~(>oi']itlor]  of  iibe  Coinpnuy  hy  Ch&rles  II. 
in  1^70,  The  story  of  the  firat  voyage  and  how  jt  came  about 
is  full  ef  mleresD. 

Two  French  Protestaat  adveBturera — Medard  Chouart  and 
Kerre  Esprit  Riulisson — the  former  Iwrn  neai'  Meaux,  in 
FVaoce,  and  the  other  a  resident  of  Stn  Malo,  \\\  Brittany — 
h&d  gone  to  Canada  about  the  middle  of  the  Bcvonteenth 
century,  PuU  of  energy  ancl  dariiig.  they,  aome  years  after- 
wards*  embarked  in  the  fur  trade,  and  hod  niaii^  adventures, 

RodiSHOn  was  fii-st  oaptut^ed  by  the  Iroquois*  and  adopted 
into  one  of  Lheir  tribes.  After  two  years  ho  escaped,  and 
having  been  taken  to  Enrope,  returned  to  Montreal.  Shortly 
alt<5rwardfi  he  took  part  in  the  ware  between  the  Hm-ans  and 
Iroquoia.  Obcuart  was  foi-  a  ticna  aaftlstant  in  a  Jesuit 
nu^sioD,  hot,  Itko  mout  young  men  of  the  lime,  yielded  to  the 
attrafittona  of  the  fur  trade.  Ho  hfud  married  first  the  daughter 
of  Abrabaci  Martin,  tbe  French  eettler^  after  whom  tliei  plains 
cf  Abraham  at  Qnebec  are  named.  On  hej-  death  Chouarb 
married  the  widowed  sister  of  EadisBon,  and  heuooforth  the 
forhineA  of  the  two  adventm^ers  uere  closely  bound  up  to- 
gether. The  mairio^e  of  Chouai't  brought  him  a  oertain 
amcunt  of  property,  he  purcbft»ed  land  out  of  the  proceoda  of 
his  \onturos,  and  aaaumod  the  title  of  Seignior,  being  kno'wn 
u  "Steur  dog  GroseiUicrfi.*'  In  the  year  1659  Groaailliera 
and  Radiasoii  went  on  the  thiid  expedition  to  the  weal,  and 
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returaed  after  an  Absence  of  two  years,  huvitig  whilercd  Ht 
Luke  NcpTgoti,  whioii  tbcy  called  "  Aeaimboineu/'  Itis  vrortUy 
of  note  th&t  RjLdiBson  fr^rnkty  states  in  the  oooount  of  his  tbiiii 
voyage  ihat  they  had  not  been  in  tbe  Bay  of  the  Nortli 
(Huilson  Day). 

Tlie  fourth  voyage  of  tiie  two  partneis  in  16G1  was  one  of 
an  eventful  kind,  and  led  to  very  important  I'estJtfi-  Tliey  had 
uppliod  to  tlie  Governor  for  penniaaion  to  trade  ia  the  interior, 
but  this  XVIL8  refufiod,  excfipL on  vbiy  severe  uonditlons.  Having 
hikil  f{rc[ht  auooess  on  tbcir  previous  voyage,  &nd  witb  the  apii-it 
of  itUi-eoture  inflamed  witbin  them,  the  pitrtnera  delennined  to 
throw  off  fill  authodty.  And  &t  midnight  departed  without  the 
Ooveruor's  Jenve  foi  the  far  west.  During  an  absenoe  of  two 
yeitrt  the  adventui'tra  tui'iitd  their  canoes  northward,  nnd 
explored  the  north  shore  of  L&ke  Superiot. 

\\  is  ID  connection  with  this  fourth  voyjigu  (tl>6l]  tluit  the 
(jueation  has  been  raised  &s  to  whethei-  Badisson  and  bia 
broth eMLi-Uw  Groaeilliers  visited  Hudson  Bay  by  land.  The 
oonflioting  oJaim  to  the  tenitory  about  Hudson  Bay  b)"  Framw; 
And  Kngland  gives  interest  to  this  question.  Two  Fi^nch 
writt^ra  [Lssan  that  the  two  explorers  had  visited  Hudson  Buy 
by  land.  These  are.  the  one.  M^  Bacqueville  de  la  Potheiie, 
^Pans;  and  tho  ether,  M.  Jeremie,  Governor  of  the  Fi'i^itcb 
tna  In  Hudson  Bay.  Though  both  maintain  that  Hudson 
lay  was  visited  by  the  two  Ft-'enchmeiii  Radissoo  and  Grost;- 
illierSi  yet  they  diffoi'  ontircEy  in  details,  Jeremic  stating  that 
tUey  CQpturcd  aoaio  Engliahmoo  thoroi  a  plain  impossibility. 

Oldmiion,  an  English  writer,  in  iTOfl,  mftkes  the  following 
statement: — "  Mouhleur  Eadis&oi]  aitd  Monsieur  Gooseliei\ 
tieeting  witb  some  savages  in  the  Lake  of  tho  Assinipouals*  in 
Canada,  they  learnt  of  them  that  they  might  go  by  land  to  the 
bottom  of  the  buy,  where  the  En^jlish  imd  not  yet  beeiti.  Upon 
whiuU  l^ey  desired  l^ham  to  conduct  them  thJthor,  and  the 
aava^es  accordingly  did  it."  Oldmison  is,  however,  inaccui'ate 
in  some  other  partiunlai^.  and  probably  had  tittle  authoiit)'  for 
tJii«  statemeot. 

THE    CRITICAL   FASSAOK, 

The  qoestion  arisea  in  Bodiseou'e  Journals,  s^hJch  aro 
pnblifihed  in  the  volume  of  the  Prince  Societyn 
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For  GO  great  ei  discovery  the  passage  ^trikee  us  ue  being  vei'y 
short  rtmd  inadequate,  and  no  ether  reference  of  Lho  kind  is 
iQAde  in  ihff  voji^gts.  It  va  ab  follows,  being  i;bkaQ  frooi  tho 
fourth  voya^Cj  page  324 : — 

"  We  wetit  ftway  with  all  haet  poesible  to  njrive  the  soon<Ti' 
at  ye  grc&t  river.  We  t^amt^  to  the  seaside,  where  we  fiiide  an 
old  lioosB  ftU  demoliahcd  and  battered  with  boollcta.  We 
weftre  tcld  yt  those  tha.ti  came  tbei'e  were  of  two  cations,  ojie 
Ol  the  wolf,  and  the  other  of  the  ioog-homed  boaat.  All  thoee 
DBtJons  are  distinguished  by  the  representation  of  the  hea«t9 
ftod  aoimals,  Tltey  tell  n^  parti Gularitie^  of  Lhe  Europiuns. 
"We  know  ourselves,  and  what  Europ  is  like,  tbcrefoiu  in 
viuDc  ibey  tell  us  as  for  that.  We  went  from  isle  to  isle  all  that 
summer.  We  pluckt  abundfince  of  ducke,  as  of  other  acn-t  of 
fuwlea;  wts  w&utej]  not  fiah,  nor  [i-eah  meat.  Wb  wefij-e  well 
beloved,  iLnd  weare  overjoyed  thaC  wo  piomised  thetn  to  come 
with  guah  stiippe  as  wo  iciventcd-  This  p)ii/sc  bos  a  groat  store 
of  0OW9.  The  wild  men  kill  not  exeapt  for  neoessary  uaen 
We  went  further  ia  the  bay  to  see  the  phice  that  ihu-y  weftie  to 
pij.9H  that  aummer.  That  river  oonies  fioiu  llie  lake,  aod 
emptier  it^olf  in  yo  river  of  Sugnes  (S&g^euay)  oalled  Tadou- 
sa/^k,  woh  is  a  hundred  leagues  in  the  gv^eat  river  of  Canada, 
a^  where  we  are  In  ye  Bay  of  ye  NorLh,  We  left  in  ihis 
pl;M;&  our  marks  and  rendezvous.  The  wild  men  yt  brought  ng 
dc-fcndcd  us  above  all  thiols,  if  wo  would  como  quietly  to 
them,  that  we  should  by  no  means  landi  A  so  goo  to  the  river 
to  tbe  other  side,  that  \%  to  the  North,  towards  the  sea,  telling 
us  Lhibb  tho^  people  weare  very  treatiberona/' 


TBS    CLAm    I^IVALIE}. 

We  would  remark  aa  follows  : — 

1.  The  fourth  voyage  may  be  traced  aa  a  journey  through 
Lake  Superior,  past  the  pictured  rocks  on  its  south  side, 
bevond  th*  copper  deposits,  westward  to  where  there  are 
prairies  ineodowa,  whe»-e  the  Indians  grow  Indian  eorn,  an3 
where  elk  and  bu^alo  are  found,  in  fact  lo  the  region  toward 
the  Mie^s&ippi  Biver, 

2,  The  eoaotry  was  towai'd  that  of  the  Nodoneseronons,  i,e. 
the  Nadouea^  or  Sioux ;  north-east  of  theca  were  the  Chris- 
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tinOB  or  Crees;  so  that  bbo  icgitin  must  bave  baen  vrhab  we 
know  vA  preBenl  oa  Northern  Minnesota-  They  visited  the 
oonntry  of  the  Sioux,  the  present  States  of  Dakatii*  acd 
promised  to  vipit  the  Chriatinos  on  Uieii'  side  of  the  upper  lake, 
evidentlj  Lake  of  the  Woods  or  Wiuiupeg. 

3,  In  the  pn^aage  before  us  tbey  were  fulfilliag  Ibeif  promise* 
They  ea.iue  to  the  '^  seuifiide."  Thia  hoa  given  oolour  to  tho 
idea  thnt  Hudgon  Bay  is  meaut-  An  examioution  of  Rfldis^on'a 
writing  Bhows  uh,  bewevei,  tbiib  be  uaes  the  terms  Uke  iind 
«ea  inlerchangOAbiy-  For  example,  in  page  15£,  he  apeokti  of 
the  "  Chi-istinoe  from  iho  bay  of  the  North  Sea,"  which  could 
only  refer  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  or  Lake  Winnipeg, 
Agiun,  on  page  134,  Bodisson  speakB  of  the  "Lake  of  the 
HuTTona  which  was  upon  the  borJer  of  tte  sea/*  eTideotly 
meaning  Late  Supei"ior.  Od  tbe  same  page,  in  the  heading 
of  the  third  voyage,  he  speaks  of  the  "  fikhy  Lake  of  the 
Hurrons.  Upper  Sea  of  the  East,  and  Bay  of  the  north."  and 
yet  no  one  baa  claiDied  that  in  thia  voyage  be  visited  Hudsou 
Bay.  Again,  elsewhere,  Radisson  usee  thocipi'eaHion,  "salted 
lake  "  for  the  Ailontie,  ■which  must  1»b  aroused  to  reach  France. 

4,  ThuH  in  the  passage  "  the  ruined  house  on  ths  seaside  " 
would  seem  to  have  been  one  of  the  lakoa  mentioned.  Tbe 
Cbrislinos  telt  them  of  Europeans,  whom  they  havo  met  ft 
few  years  before,  perhaps  an  earlier  EVenoh  paity  on  Lake 
Superior  or  at  the  SauU^  The  lake  or  sea  abounded  in  islands. 
Thia  would  agree  with  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  where  the 
Christines  hved,  and  not  Hudson  Bay.  Whatever  plaee  itt 
was  it  had  a  great  store  of  eows  or  buffalo.  Lake  of  the  Woods 
i>i  ihe  eaatern  limit  of  the  LuffjUo,  They  are  not  found  on  the 
shorea  of  Hudson  Bay. 

5,  It  will  b^  notieod  also  that  he  Bpcakft  of  a  river  flowing 
from  the  lake,  when  he  had  gone  further  in  tbe  bay,  evidently 
the  extension  of  the  lake,  and  this  river  empties  itaelf  into  the 
Sitguenay.  This  ia  plimaly  pure  nonsense.  It  would  be 
oqaaUy  nonsensical  to  speak  of  it  in  eonneotioa  with  tbe 
Hudson  Bay,  as  no  river  empties  from  It  into  the  Saguenay, 

Probably  looking  at  the  great  River  Winnipeg  as  it  dtjws 
from  Lake  of  the  Woods,  or  Bay  of  lalands  aa  it  waa  eajly 
o&Ued,  be  sees  it  fli>vving  north -easterly,  and  with  the  mistaken 


THE  FIRST  VOYAGE  FOR   TRADE  7 

viewG  BO  common  among  e&rly  voyageurs.  conjectures  il  to  rnn 
toward  the  great  Saguaiuiy  and  to  empt^  into  It.  tlienoe  iabo 
tho  Stn  Lawrcijca. 

6,  This  passage  flbowa  the  point  roftohwi>  whiah  somo 
interpret  a3  Hiidaoo  Bay  or  James  Bay.  oould  not  have  been 
60,  for  it  Bpejika  of  jl  furtbor  point  towaril  Lbe  liorth^  towivrd 
the  BQA, 

7.  Closely  interpreted,  it  is  pkii)  thatRadi^soTi'  bod  Dot  only 
not  vinited  Hudson  or  Jamea  Bay,  but  that  he  h&d  a  wrong 
ooaception  of  it  altogether.  He  ia  simply  giving  a  vague  story 
of  the  Chi'iatinoa.* 

On  the  return  of  Groaeillters  and  fiadteson  to  Qiieboa,  tbc 
fornier  was  made  &  prisoner  by  order  of  the  Governor  for  illicit 
trailing.  The  two  partner*  were  fined  4000^  for  the  puri>ose  of 
erecting  a  fort  nt  Thieo  Eivers.  and  6000^  to  go  to  the  geueral 
fnads  of  New  Fi-anoe. 

Filled  with  a  sense  of  injustice  at  bfaa  amount  of  the  line 
placed  upon  them,  Ihe  unfortuna-te  traders  crosaed  over  to 
I'rance  end  sought  roatitotion.  It  was  during  their  heroic 
efforts  to  secure  a  lemi^siou  of  the  fine  that  tha  two  partners 
nrged  the  importance,  lx>th  in  Quebec  and  Paris,  of  an  expedi- 
ticn  being  sent  out  bo  explore  Hudson  Bay,  of  whiob  they  had 
beard  from  the  Indians,  Thair  cSorla  in  Paiia  were  fraitleae, 
and  Iheycime  back  to  Quebec,  burning  for  revenge  upon  the 
rapEwious  Govenior, 

Driven  to  despei-ation  by  what  they  considered  a  pereeou- 
tion,  and  no  doabt  loflnenced  by  their  being  Protestant  in 
faith,  the  adventLtrers  now  turned  their  faces  toward  tbc 
English-  In  1664  they  went  to  Port  Roj'rI,  in  Acadia,  and 
thence  to  New  Ei:ig1iuid.  Boston  was  then  the  centre  of 
KngUah  entorpriso  in  Ameriojt,  and  the  Fi^onch  esplorert* 
hrongiit  their  case  before  the  merchants  of  that  town.  They 
asserted  that  having  l>een  on  Lake  Afi^imboLEie)  north  of  Lnko 
Superior,  tbey  liad  there  been  assured  by  the  Indians  that 
Hadflon  Bay  could  be  reaebod. 

'  8eo  map  oppoait^- 

*  Ut>^  MiU*i  CHHaty  oE  Londoi)  fUid  otliora  aro  c-f  opinion  (Imt 
lUdiuun  viflitod  Hudson  Bay  on  thin  Fuurth  vi>yrt^, 
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Afbsr  mncb  BfToit  Ibey  succeeded  fn  engv^ng  rv  New 
Sngl&nd  flhipi  whiob  ^cnt  as  far  ti.%  Lat>  Gli  to  the  eittrnnce  of 
HadBDQ  Slriuls,  but  on  aocouDt  of  the  tiinidEty  of  ihe  tTE^Bter  of 
the  shjp^  ibe  voyage  whb  grven  up  and  the  escpedltioo  woa 
rntitlesB. 

ThQ  two  enterpriaing  mfio  wore  tben  promiaed  by  the  sbtp- 
own«rG  the  use  of  two  vessels  to  go  on  their  eoarob  m  1665, 
but  they  weie  Lgain  drscour^ed  by  oae  of  tbe  VBsaels  being 
seut  on  &  ti'tp  Ui  Sable  1s\q  ititd  bhe  other  to  tbe  fii^herieB  in  tho 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  Groeeilliers  and  Kodissoci,  bitterly 
disttppointed,  Bought  to  maintain  their  rights  Crgainftt  the  Bhip- 
<iwnerA  in  the  CJourte,  and  iLetaiiLlly  won  theb  oaae^  but  they 
were  still  nnable  to  organUe  an  expedition. 

At  bbis  junctiu'e  Ibe  almost  discoaraged  Fienobmeii  met  bho 
two  Royal  Oommissiooera  who  were  m  America  in  behalf  of 
Cborlas  II.  to  settle  a  number  of  diluted  questiona  in 
Nuw  Eugland  and  New  York.  By  one  oJ  tbese,  Sir  George 
Cirterct,  tL«y  were  Luduocd  to  Yieib  England-  Sir  George 
w;w  no  other  than  the  YicG-Cbamhcrlaiti  to  tbe  King  und 
Ti'euurei'  of  tbe  Navy.  He  ojkd  our  adventui'erg  s&iled  for 
Kiu-ope,  were  captured  by  a  Dutch  i^bip,  and  after  betiig 
Liiidod  oa  the  coiLst  of  Bpiuu.  reached  En^ljind. 

Through  the  influence  of  Carboret  they  obtained  on  audienao 
with  King  Chai'lea  on  October  2otb,  1606,  oncl  be  promieed 
ILat  a  abip  should  be  supplied  to  tbein  as  soon  as  jjosbiblc  witli 
wbtob  to  proceed  on  tbeir  long-plaiined  journey. 

Even  at  this  ata^e  another  Inilucnce  came  into  view  in  the 
attempt  of  De  Witt,  tbe  Dutch  ambassador,  to  induce  the 
Frenchmen  to  desert  England  and  go  out  under  the  auapicea 
of  Holland*     Fortunately  they  refused  ihcse  offers. 

The  woi^  with  the  Dutch  delayed  the  expedition  (or  one 
yeai^  and  m  the  second  year  their  vessel  received  oi^lers  too 
bile  to  be  libbed  up  for  the  voyage.  Tbe  ji^sistiLnce  of  tbe 
English  ambassador  to  France.  Mr-  Montague,  was  then 
invoked  by  GroaeiUiera  and  Radieson,  cow  backed  up  by  a 
number  of  merchant  friends  to  prepare  for  the  voyage^ 

Through  this  influence*  an  audience  woa  obtained  frum 
Priace  Kupert,  tbe  King'fl  couain,  and  bia  interest  was 
awakened  in  ihe  enterprise- 
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ll  wafi  n  remukiLble  thing  that  at  thifl  time  Iha  Royal  Honso 
oJ  England  ahowed  gr^at  intei'e*it  in  irado.  A  writer  of  a 
oeulury  Bigo  has  eaid,  "  Charles  11.,  Ibough  adiliulud  lo 
Bure.  was  capable  of  oaeful  exerliona,  and  he  1ov«d  com- 
merce.  Hie  brotber,  the  Duke  cf  X^5\k,  though  possessed  of 
]bh3  ability,  wiis  endowed  with  gifiU^v  perse ver^vnco,  nnd  by  a 
peculiar  felicity  pkoed  Lis  chief  auiUHement  m  comDii^rciid 
Bcbomea  whilst  he  posaeaaed  the  whol&  mliueat^o  of  thd  State," 
"The  Dute  of  York  speut  ha(f  hJe  time  Id  the  boainefia  o£ 
comnneroe  in  tha  city,  presiding  freqnently  At  meetings  Df 
Gourte  of  directors.  " 

It  will  be  eeen  that  the  ciircunoatancea  wore  Tery  favourable 
for  the  Ft^ncfa  entbusiasts  who  \rere  to  lead  the  way  Lo 
.JHadaon  fi&y,  and  the  royal  personngea  who  \i^ei'e  flnEious  to 

igogo  in  new  and  profitable  BchemeB. 

The  first  Stock  Book  (1667)  i*  still  in  existence  in  the 
Hudaoo's  Bay  HouBCt  in  London,  and  gives  an  account  of  the 
stock  taken  in  the  enterprise  even  before  the  Company  was 
OTgODUied  by  ohsHrter.  First  on  the  list  ia  the  name  of  His 
Boyol  Highne^B  the  Duke  of  York,  and,  on  the  credit  side  of 
the  oooount,  "  By  &  shoie  presented  to  him  in  the  atock  and 
ftf^ventnre  by  the  Governor  and  Company,  300^" 

TEte  second  stockholder  on  thf  lisb  is  the  notable  Prince 
Bupert,  wbo  took  300i.  atock,  n^nd  pjtid  it  up  in  the  next  two 
yeare,  with  the  exception  of  100^  whiob  ha  transferred  to  Sir 
George  Cftrterot,  who  evidently  was  the  guiding  mind  in  the 
beginniiL^  of  the  enterprise.  Cbrisliopher,  Dnkt*  of  A]!>emarl'^, 
the  Bon  of  (be  great  Genei'al  Mook>  who  hod  been  ao  iuiluonti^l 
in  bhe  reetorabion  of  Charleo  II.  to  the  throne  of  England. 
woa  a  siockhoidor  for  500/. 

Thenoame  as  stocVholdeiT*,  iind  this  before  the  Company } in d 
been  forraally  organized.  William,  Boil  of  Graven,  well  known 
as  a  personal  friend  of  Prince  Rupert ;  Hsnry,  Earl  of  Arling- 
ton, a  member  of  ihc  mlicg  cabal;  while  Anthony,  Eitrl  of 
Sb&ftfiflbnry,  the  Tersaiitc  minister  of  Ch>ri^s,  is  down  for  700^ 
6ir  George  Carteret  ie  charged  with  between  eix  and  seven 
hundi^)d  pounds'  worth  of  stock;  Sir  John  Robinson,  Sir 
Bobeit  Vyner,  Sir  Peter  ColJeton  and  others  with  large  auma, 
e  have  seen,  in  the  year  1667  the  pixijeci  took  shape,  n 
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oumber  of  those  mentit^nod  being  reapOQBibEc  for  tbe  Bbip,  its 
cargo,  and  the  expenses  of  the  voyuge.  Among  tboBd  who 
aeeiu  to  have  been  most  ready  wjtli  their  money  wore  tJie 
Duko  of  Albemarle,  Eail  of  CrnvQu,  Sir  George  Carteret,  Sir 
John  BobinsoD,  and  Sif  Peter  GoIIoton.  An  entry  of  ^cub 
interact  m  m^e  in  connection  with  the  lAat-n&med  knigbt- 
Hc!  is  credited  with  96/.  cnah  paid  to  the  French  axplorers, 
who  were  the  Dngina.torB  of  the  entorpnae-  It  is  luuuamg, 
however,  to  &eo  GroaciJliers  spokan  of  u,5  "  Mr.  Gooseberry  " — 
a  aotoewhat  inaccurate  translation  of  hia  oume. 

Two  ships  were  secured  by  the  merebant  adventurera.  the 
Ea'jfct.  CBptaja  fltannartj,  and  the  Nonstick  Ketch,  Captain 
ZacUarial]  Gillam.  The  foi-raer  vessel  has  almoal  been  for- 
gotten, because  after  venturing  on  the  joumey,  paeaiag  the 
Orkney?;,  crossing  the  Atlanlio,  and  approaching  Hudson 
Straits,  the  master  thougljl  the  euterprlse  aa  impossible  one. 
aad  returned  to  London. 

Special  interest  attaches  to  the  Norisitch  Ketch.  It  was  the 
fiut^cessful  vessel,  bnt  anoriher  notabla  thing  connected  with  h 
was  that  its  Nen  Enf^laird  captjLJn,  Zaohanah  frillamj  hod  lod 
the  eapedition  of  1GG4.  tliQUgh  now  the  vessel  under  bia 
ooinmand  was  one  of  tbs  King's  ahipe.' 

It  was  in  June,  1668,  that  the  veasele  sailed  fi*am  Gravespnd, 
on  the  Thames,  and  proceeded  on  their  journey,  GrOBeilliera 
being  aboard  the  NoiiSu<h,  and  BadiBSon  in  the  Eaglet.  The 
I^oiMtith  found  the  Bay,  discovered  little  more  than  half  a 
centmy  before  hy  Hudson,  and  explored  by  Button,  Fox,  and 
James,  tbn  last'oamed  less  than  forty  years  before-  Captain 
Gillam  is  said  to  have  sailed  as  fat  north  aa  lb"  N-  IQ  Ba^Q 
Bftj ,  though  this  is  disputed,  and  then  to  have  returned  iato 
Hudson  Bay,  where,  turning  southward,  he  reached  the 
bottom  of  the  Bay  on  September  2€th.  Enteriitg  a  stream, 
^the  Neiuiflco,  on  tho  aoulh-east  comer  o£  the  Bay — a  poiat 
probably  not  less  than  150  milaa  from  the  nearest  t\eu(ih 
possessions  in  Canada — the  parly  took  possosaion  of  it.  calLiiLg 
it,  after  the  name  of  their  dietiugui&hed  patron,  Prince  BupcL-l'a 
Biver. 

'  A  cop*  of  the  iQjLtriictioiu  civqr  the  captaJna  may  \va  Found  Li 
StatB  P*perH,  London,  Chwlas  IL,  M*U,  ?^0.  ItiO. 


THE  FTRST  VOYAGE  fOfi   TRADE 


II 


TTek'e,  JLt  their  campiirg-pUcG,  th£-y  met  the  i^atives  ol  the 
dinliiot,  piubably  n  branch  of  the  Bwejujiy  Crf.'as^  With  the 
Imliftns  ihej  held  ti  ptirle/,  and  oame  bo  ca  ngreem^obiby 
wliioh  tlioy  woro  allowc<l  to  ocottpy  a  certaia  portion  of 
territory.  With  busy  bands  they  went  to  work  nad  buUtJa 
Blone  fort,  Id  Lat,  51"*  2CyN,.  Long,  78°  W.,  which,  iu  hcnour 
cf  their  gracious  sovctei^n  tbey  c/*Ued  *'  Cbarlea  Foit." 

Not  far  away  fTOiii  their  fort  Jay  Charlton  iBlaiid,  with  its 
slioraF}  of  white  a&nd,  Atid  covered  over  with  a  growth  of 
juniper  iind  spruce.  To  this  tbey  oj'oaaed  on  the  ice  upon  the 
b^'e;tiLi^  of  the  rirer  on  December  0th.  Having  mftde  due 
pi'op*M'ftlious  for  the  winter,  tboy  paaaed  tho  long  and  dioary 
tirno,  linding  tbe  cold  excessive-  As  they  looked  out  they^fiaw 
**  Natiue  looking  like  a  caronse  froicen  to  death." 

In  April,  16G0,  however,  the  coM  wiis  abnost  over,  and  they 
wore  KurpiltioJ  to  see  the  bursting  foi-lh  of  the  epring.  Satis- 
fied with  their  joiiraey,  thoy  left  the  Bay  in  tbis  yoar  and 
sailed  boulhward  to  Boston,  from  which  jwrt  tb«y  otossed^tha 
ooeaD  lo  LondoQj  and  gave  an  accouutr  of  then-  aucoesaful 


The  famQ  of  the  pioneei'  e^pbi^er  is  ever  ac  enviable  one- 
There  cull  be  hut  one  Columbus,  and  so  for  all  time  this  voyage 
of  Zuchai'inb  Gillaui.  hecaui^e  it  ivaa  blie  expedition  whJcb 
resulted  in  tbe  founding  of  tbc  lir^t  fort,  and  in  the  beginning 
of  tbe  great  movemsat  wbieh  baa  lasted  for  more  than  two 
ceoburieB,  will  ha  memorable.  It  waa  not  an  event  wliicb 
m&dc  ajaoh  stir  in  Londoa  at  tbe  time,  but  it  wa&  none  tbo 
kdB  ih&  first  of  a  long  aeries  cf  meet  important  and  far- 
reoobing  Aotivitiea. 


CHAPTER  II. 

HtlDSO»'a   BAT   COMPANY    TOUMlEO* 

Rtijft]  tharlei* — Gwu^l  Qiieeti  Besa — ''  Sc  iiiisurftble  a  wililtmess" — 
Coui-Lly  BtuckhuIilBc*— Con-ect  apeUine — "  Tb©  nooseufle  ol  the 
Ciinrtcrs  "^Mightv  riTura — Lurdu  uf  Qui  tenitoi'y — To  execute 
iu6ti(;o— Waf  on  mlidula— Puwor  to  Buiao— ''3kiu  for  slda" — 
Ftieudu  of  the  red  inoD. 


The  Quoce3«  of  the  Srsb  voy&ge  made  by  the  London  merchants 
to  Hadeon  Bay  vrn^  &o  cu&L-hod  thnt  tho  way  wfie  optin  for 
eslftblishing  the  Company  and  cnrryirg  o«  a  promiemg  trade - 
The  merchants  who  ha*!  given  tb sir  Jiameaoi' credit  forGilUim's 
espeditioQ  lost  no  time  ia  applying,  with  their  patron,  Prioco 
Bupert,  nt  their  hi^,  to  King  Charles  IL  for  a  Charter  to 
erijihle  Ihem  inore  safely  to  carry  out  iheii'  plana.  Their  (tppli- 
CAtroii  \vu8,  fcfler  some  delay,  granted  on  Ujiy  2nd,  1670. 

Xhe  niodeni  method  oF  obtfuiung  piivilegea  suoh  tbs  they 
ftOQght  would  have  b^eii  by  an  apphcivtioQ  to  Piuliivment ;  hut 
the  eeventeontb  c^ntuiy  was  the  erft  of  Koy&l  CbftneTft.  Muah 
^ae  said  in  !Englard  eighty  years  after  the  giving  of  this 
Ob&rter,  jviid  again  in  Canarda  forty  jeAm  ago,  B^ainab  tha 
illogdity  and  imwiadom  of  Buob  Boyai  Charters  m  the  OQO 
granted  to  the  Hudson'a  Bay  Company-  Theae  criticisms, 
while  perhaps  juMt,  scarcely  oovei'  tbe  ground  in  quefitioti. 

Aft  to  the  abstract  point  of  the  granting  of  Royal  Charters, 
Ihorc  would  probably  ho  no  two  opioicitQ  to-day,  but  it  was 
conceded  to  be  a  royal  prerogative  two  oentupiee  ago,  although 
the  (amouB  ectne  cannot  be  forgotten  where  Qijeen  Etizaboth, 
in  allowing  ntany  roonopoliee  which  she  h^  granted  to  be 
repCiilL-d,  said  in  answer  to  tbe  Address  from  the  Houee  of 
Commonfl  :  •'  Never  fiince  I  waa  l  que^n  did  I  put  my  pen  to 
Any  gntnt  but  upon  pretext  tind  seuiblance  made  to  ma  that  it 
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was  both  f;ood  &Qi  bonciioial  to  the  eubjeat  iu  g^jnoiul,  tbouK'^ 
pnvft^  profit  to  some  o(  my  cLncient  sdrvEintswbo  hud  dostirvad 
well.  .  .  .  Nev^r  tttougbt  was  chemlied  ii^  m^  haarb  thnc 
bended  not  to  irty  people's  good." 

Tho  words,  however,  of  tlio  Imperial  Attorney- Go tieriil  and 
Solicitor -Gbceral,  Meseis.  Bethel  and  Keatiug,  o£  Linooln's 
Inn,  when  ^ppoiilud  to  liy  tiio  Britiah  Fnrlrament,  are  r&i'y 
wise :  "  Tbs  queatJOnA  of  tli«  validily  imd  GOnstnicbioi]  of  tb(9 
Hndaon's  Bay  Company  Gbartor  cannot  be  considered  apait 
from  th&  eajoyirtent  thftt  bia  been  bati  undei:  it  dm^ing  iieaily 
two  centUFha,  aud  the  recognition  inude  of  (be  ri^bt^  o[  tbb 
CoiDp&uy  m  vuricua  acts,  both  of  the  Goveiiimeut  and  Legis- 
Iftlorc." 

Tho  bestowal  of  such  great  prhiEegee  as  Chose  given  to  tho 
Hudaon'ft  Bn-y  Company  arc  easily  accounted  for  in  the  pre- 
VJiUing  idea  as  to  tbe  royal  pi^rogative,  tbe  strong  iafltit^nce  at 
Court  in  favour  of  Ibc  applicants  for  tbe  Charter,  and,  lb  may 
bo  saidi  in  Buob  opinions  u-s  that  expressed  lorty  years  after  hy 
Oldmixon :  *'  There  being  no  towns  cl  plantations  in  thia 
ooiuitry  (Rupert's  Land),  but  two  or  three  forls  to  defend  tbe 
fEiCtonoa,  we  thought  we  were  tA  liberty  to  place  it  In  onr  book 
where  we  pleaae<i^,  and  were  loth  to  let  our  history  open  with 
the  desoription  of  eo  wretuhei)  a  Colony,  For  as  iich  as  the 
trude  to  tbosii  parte  baa  be&n  or  may  ba.  the  wiiy  of  Living  is 
suoh  tbiit  we  cannot  reckon  any  man  happy  whose  lob  is  oast 
upon  Ihi;  Bay." 

The  Oh:\r^r  certainly  opens  with  a  hreaUi  of  unrestiuined 
heattinesa  on  tbe  part  ol  the  good-natui-ed  King  Charles. 
Pii-at  on  the  list  of  recipients  is  "our  dear  entirely  beloved 
Prince  Bupert,  Qount  Palatine  of  the  Bbine.  Duke  of  Bavaria 
rvnd  Cnmberlaud.  Ao.,"  who  sdems  to  have  taken  the  King 
oaptive.  as  if  by  one  of  his  old  cbavgea  wbea  Le  gaiot^d  the 
name  of  the  fier)-  Rupert  of  Edgehiil.  Thougij  the  atook  l>ook 
of  the  Company  boa  the  entry  mode  in  favom'  of  Chmtopher, 
Duke  of  Albrjiiiorloj  yet  the  Charter  con  tains  that  of  the  famous 
Gcuer^  ^louk,  who,  as  "Old  George."  stood  bis  gt'Onnil  in 
LoDdon  doTLug  the  year  of  the  plognc  and  kopt  order  in  the 
terror- etncken  city.  TbG  {fxplanutton  of  tbe  oocurtence  of  tbe 
two  nHTnes  \%  found  in  the  fa(;t  that  tbe  EnLber  died  in  tbe  year 
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«f  the  gntntiiig  of  the  Chailisr.  "Hig  reaaoi^  for  the  appcnrance 
of  the  name  of  Sif  Philip  Gfl,rteret  in  the  Charter  b  not  bo 
evident,  for  not  only  was  Sir  Gcoi'go  Caiieret  one  of  the  pro- 
^motere  of  the  Company,  hut  h^s  name  occm-a  as  ono  of  the 

mrt  of  Adventiiirers  in  tlta  y^nr  after  the  ^rojitiii^  of  the 
Chartern  John  Poi-tman,  citiaeii  and  goldsmith  of  Lontlon,  is 
the  only  member  named  ^vho  i^  ndther  noblcm.ui^  lini^^'KbH  nor 
es<juire,  but  be  would  seem  to  have  been  veiy  tiaoful  to  the 
Coiiipjiny  ae  a  iniLn  of  means. 

The  Chattel  states  tbnt  the  eighteen  incorporators  named 
deeerve  the  privileges  gitinted  beciLuae  they  "  havo  at  t}icU'OT\n 

>&t  cost  and  oharges  undertaken  QhU  expedition  for  Hudson 
Bay>  ill  the  noith-weBt  paita  of  Atiierioa,  for  it  discovery  of  a 
now  pa«8a^  into  Ibe  Bontli  Bea<  aiid  for  tbe  tindini;  oF  aome 
trade  for  furs,  mmei-ola^  and  other  ooneiderabJe  oommoditioB, 
AVid  by  such  iheir  undertakingft^  have  already  mnde  sueh  c1j&- 
covojies  iLS  to  enoDUi-age  tbem  to  proceed  farther  iu  pui-siianco 
cf  their  Baid  defiign,  by  meang  whereof  there  may  pi'ob&bly 
iriae  great  advantage  to  Us  and  ouv  kingdoma/' 

The  full  name  of  the  Company  given  in  the  Charter  is,  "  The 
[<lovernor  itnd  Company  of  Adventurer  of  Englai]d,  IriLding  into 
^Hudson  Bay."  They  have  usually  been  called  *'The  Hudson'a 
Lay  Company,"  the  form  of  the  posaeGBive  oaee  bein^  kept  in 
the  name,  though  it  ia  usual  to  speak  of  the  bay  itself  as 
Hudson  Bay.  Tlie  adventurers  aie  given  the  power  of  poa- 
ecaaioni  HncceaaioD,  and  the  legal  righta  and  i-csponslbilitiea 
usually  bostovred  in  incorporation,  with  the  power  of  adoptiDj; 
a  seal  or  changing  the  same  at  their  '*  nill  and  pleasure  "  ;  and 
this  ra  grantee^  in  iheela^borate  phraseology  found  in  doeiiments 
j<f  that  pciiod.  Full  provision  is  mode  in  the  Cbartei' For  the 
/  election  of  Governor,  Deputy -Governor,  and  the  Managing 
I  Committee  of  seven.  It  is  interesting  to  noLtoe  doring  the  long 
career  of  the  Company  how  the  simple  macliinery  thus  pro- 
vided waa  adapted,  without  amendment,  in  cai'i-yins  out  the 
iuiuitnee  projects  of  the  Company  during  the  two  and  a  quoiier 
oenturiea  of  its  existence. 

The  grant  was  certainly  suffieiently  eomprthenfiive.  Tlje 
opponente  of  Ihc  Company  in  later  daya  mentionod  that  King 
-Charlee  gave  away  in  his  swooping  phrase  a  vast  territory  of 
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wIiIqIi  he  bod  no  oonocpUoa,  and  that  it  was  impoe^ble  to 
tranefer  pi'operty  which  could  not  bo  deBWibe^.  In  the  case 
of  the  EngEish  Colonies  ftbng  the  Atlantic  ooast  U  was  Held  by 
the  holders  of  the  char  t<'rH  thati  the  frontiL^e  oE  the  se&bo^d 
CMTied  witb  il  the  atrip  oF  Und  &1]  the  wity  Etcross  the  cODti* 
nent.  It  will  be  retnembered  how,  in  tho  setlJemoat  with  tho 
Commiasioners  sifbei-  th«  American  RevolutioTi,  Lord  Shellinrne 
spoka  of  thi&  theory  as  the  "  nonsense  of  the  d^arteiii.*'  The 
Hudson's  Ba^  Company  woiB  always  very  succeasfal  in  the 
tn&intcnanoo  of  its  claim  to  the  full  piivileg««  of  tho  Charter, 
&ud  tuitil  the  time  of  the  smrender  of  its  territory  to  Canada 
kept  firm  poHsesnion  of  the  country  fram  the  shore  of  Hudson 
Eay  eTcn  to  the  Rocky  Monntums^ 

The  generous  monai'ch  gave  tbo  Company  "the  whole  trade 
of  x,U  those  eeitR,  streights^  and  bays,  riverfi^  lakes^  oi^ekSj  and 
sounds,  io  whatHoever  latitude  they  shall  be,  that  lic^  within  the 
eattancQ  of  ihe  streightB  cootmoaly  called  Hudson's  Streighls, 
together  with  all  tho  lands,  oountrioS)  and  IcL'rJtoriea  upon  cho 
coasts  a.nd  contines  of  the  aeas,  streights,  bays,  lakes,  mers, 
4:reek3,  and  sounds  »foresaid,  which  are  not  now  noCuiJIy 
poaseBsed  by  a.ny  of  our  Bobjects,  or  by  the  Bubjects  of  any 
ether  Christian  prince  or  Stato." 

The  wonderful  water  eyetem  by  whiefa  this  groiLt  clmm  was 
attended  over  so  vast  a  portion  of  the  American  continent  has 
b&eo   often   ^escribed^      The  streams  rmming  from  near   the 

>r&  of  L&ke  Superior  find  tboir  way  by  Rainy  Lake,  Lake  of 

le  Woods,  and  Lake  Winnipeg,  then  by  the  River  NelBon,  to 
Hudeon  Bay.  Into  Lake  Winnipeg,  which  acis  as  a  collecting' 
basin  for  the  iuteiior,  also  run  the  Red  Bivei'  and  mighty 
Saskalcbewan,  the  latter  In  somo  ways  rivalling  the  Missie- 
Bippi,  and  springing  from  the  very  heart  of  the  Rocky  Mout:- 
tains.  The  territory  tliiis  dminetl  was  all  le^bimately  covered 
by  the  language  of  trhe  Charter.  The  tenacious  hold  of  iu  vast 
domain  enc^led  the  Company  to  soaure  \n  later  yoars  grants  of 
territory  lying  beyond  it  on  the  Arctic  and  Pacific  slopes-  In 
the  prant  thus  given  perhaps  the  most  trcubleaoine  fpatiire  was 
the  exclusion^  even  from  the  lemtory  granted,  of  ihe  portion 
'*poeseB3ed  by  tho  subjecte  of  any  other  Christian  prince  or 
State,"    We  shall  see  afterwards  that  within  less  than  twenty 
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years  oluma  were  made  by  tha  Frenoh  of  a  portion  oE  the 
country  on  the  «)iLth  side  of  the  Buy;  fLTid  ftl^  t,  most 
HtrenuoLiH  conCeutioti  was  put  forth  At  &  Eater  diibe  Tor  the 
FrcDcL  explorers,  &3  having  iii^t  entered  in  the  torritoiy  ^liiig 
in  the  bftsio  of  thd  Bad  &nd  Saakatcbew4n  Rivers.  This  oIeUid, 
indeed,  Wkia  fidvaaced  Idfis  than  tb  generation  ago  by  Co-nadft 
B.5  the  poHSbHsor  of  the  rights  once  ma.iiitikiuad  by  French 
Canuda, 

The  grant  in  general  included  the  trado  of  the  oountr>\  but 
is  made  more  spedfio  in  one  of  th&  Articles  of  the  Charter,  ia 
tbalj  "  the  Stihenea  within  HudHOi/s  Stiei^hls,  Lhe  minerals, 
including  gold,  silver,  gema,  ^ad  predona  stones,  shall  1>9 
poesoased  by  the  Company^"  It  ifl  inlefeating  to  note  that  the 
country  thus  vaguely  described  is  reoogniiced  &a  one  of  the 
Eiigliflh  "  Plantfttiona  or  Culonibs  in  Amenoa.,"  a,nil  is  called, 
ic  coirpUujent  bo  the  popular  Pdnoe,  "  Euperi'a  Lfvud/' 

Perhaps  the  most  astounding  gift  bestowed  by  Ihe  Charter  is 
not  that  of  the  trade,  nr  ^vhnt  mighL  he  called,  in  the  phrase  of 
tbc  old  Eomnn  law,  the  "  usufruct,"  but  the  transfer  of  tlia 
vaat  l^ritory,  possibly  more  than  oue  quarter  or  a  third  of  the 
whole  of  North  America,  to  hold  it  'Mn  free  and  common 
socage,"  i^e^  as  absolute  proprietors.  The  tflIus  of  this  eon- 
cessiou  was  tesied  in  the  early  yuara  of  this  ceaLury,  ^hon  the 
HudBOn'a  Ba^  Company  sold  tc  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  a  portion 
of  thtj  territory  gi'eater  i^i  aj-ea  than  the  whole  of  Enf^laud  and 
Scotland;  and  in  this  ih^  Company  was  supporlf^d  by  the 
highest  legal  aabhc^ritieij  In  EngLuid, 

To  the  minds  oF  some,  even  cooi-o  remarkable  than  tho 
tnuiEfec  of  the  onnershjp  of  so  Urge  a  territory  was  tha  eon- 
feiring  upon  the  Company  by  the  Grown  of  tbe  power  to  make 
laws,  cot  only  for  their  own  (oiia  and  plaulaiions.  with  all  their 
ofiicers  &nd  senante,  but  having  force  ovor  all  persons  upon 
the  Ifmd^  ceded  to  them  so  absolutely. 

The  authority  to  (idrnhiititer  justice  is  also  given  in  uo  un- 
cerloiTi  terms.  The  oflicera  of  the  Company  "  may  hare  power 
to  judge  all  persons  bolon^ng  to  the  eaid  Governor  aiid  Cooi' 
pany,  or  that  shall  live  under  them,  in  all  causes,  whether  civil 
(u  criminal,  accordiog  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and  to 
Gzecule   justice    Lcoordiugly.'*     To  thie  was  also  added  (he 
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IKivFcr  dl  sending  ihoee  charged  with  offcnocs  to  England  bo  ba 
ti'iod  and  punished.  The  LbuthoHtieBT  ^^  1'ho  ocurGO  of  time. 
:tvftiled  themselves  of  this  tight.  We  shall  gee  in  the  history 
of  Ihe  Bed  Biver  Sottlement,  in  the  very  heart  of  Btipert's 
Land,  the  spectacle  of  a  community  of  eeveral  thouaanda  of 
people  within  a  cirole  having  a  I'adiua  of  tifty  railea  ruled  by 
HudHon's  BfLy  Comp&ny  n.iithority,  with  the  cuRtome  di:ttic« 
cotlected,  ceri^&in  municipal  iuslitublous  eHtahliahed,  luid  justice 
odn^ioi stored,  and  the  people  for  two  gcnemttons  not  poflsesfied 
of  representntive  iustiUitioas. 

Oiit  of  Ui«  powers  xnoat  jealously  gunrded  hy  all  govem- 
tnents  ie  the  control  of  milLtibry  expediticua-  There  is  u  st^btled 
DnwillingDces  to  allow  private  LDdividuals  to  direct  or  influeuco 
them.  No  qualms  of  this  sort  seem  to  have  been  iu  ihe  royni 
Qiind  over  thie  matter  in  connection  with  the  Rudsou'a  Bay 
Company.  The  Company  is  fully  empowered  in  the  Charter 
U>  send  ships  of  war,  mou,  or  ammunition  into  their  pJanta^ 
ticuG,  aUowed  to  cbooBij  and  appoint  conimauderB  and  offieere, 
and  £VBU  to  issue  them  their  commJauionfl. 

Xher«  19  ft  IndicrouB  nng  about  the  words  empowering  the 
Company  to  make  peace  oi^  war  with  any  prince  or  people 
whaiaoever  that  are  not  ChristianBr  and  to  be  permitted  for 
thia  end  to  build  all  [iecesSH,ry  oastles  and  fortifiuaLioiiB.  It 
beema  to  have  the  spirit  of  the  old  formula  leaving  Jews, 
Turks,  and  Sui'LioonG  to  the  itu covenanted,  moroius  rather  that^ 
to  breatbe  the  uobler  prmoiples  o£  a  Christian  land.  Surely, 
wldom  before  or  siixee  has  a  Company  gone  forth  thus  armed 
<a.p-^^pU  to  win  glc»ry  and  pi'cfit  for  theu:  country. 

.\n  important  proviso  of  the  CbaJ'ter,  whioh  was  largely 
a.  togrcal  fieqaeuce  of  the  power  given  to  posseaft  the  wide 
territory,  worS  the  grant  of  the  "  whole,  enthe,  and  only  Liberty 
of  Trade  andTraffick/'  Tbe  cUim  of  a  complete  monopoly 
of  trade  was  hold  most  stixjnuoi.isly  hy  tbe  Company  from  tbo 
very  beginning.  The  early  history  of  tbe  Company  abounds 
with  aCGQuntfl  of  the  steps  taken  to  prevent  tbe  incoming  of 
iuterlopera.  These  were  pi-ivate  traders,  aomo  from  the 
EngUab  eolonies  in  Amerioa,  and  othei's  from  England,  wIjo 
fitted  out  eipedilions  bo  trade  upon  the  Bay.  Pull  power  AVits 
given  by  tbe  Choiter  "  to  sei^e  upon  the  persouB  of  all  such 
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Engliah  or  any  othdr  oubjeotBi  which  eail  into  Hudsoa'a  Bay  or 
inhabit  in  any  of  the  countries,  islands,  or  territoriea  granted  to 
the  aaid  Govonior  mid  Cooipany,  without  their  leave  and  Uceuse 
in  that  behalf  fii-st  hod  and  obtftiued/' 

The  abfltraot  questioa  of  whether  euoh  monopol)'  niay 
rightly  be  grantad  by  a  free  gorerament  is  a  difiicuU  one,  and 
iavariouHlydeoidedby  difTei-ent  authoritiGa.  The  ^ '  free  trader  " 
waa  certainly  a  person  groatly  disliked  iu  the  owly  daya  of  the 
Company.  FraquonG  allusions  bj'«  niAde  in  the  canutea  of  the 
Company,  during  the  firet  fifty  yeajrs  of  lis  cTUtence,  to  the 
Afreet  and  puuiahinent  of  serviknta  or  emplo)'!!^  of  the  Com- 
pany who  secreted  valuable  fura  on  their  homeward  vo>"u^  for 
the  purpose  of  diepoamg  of  them.  As  Late  as  h^H  a  century 
.Ago,  in  the  more  settled  paita  of  Rupei-t'a  Land,  on  the  adxioe 
of  a  judge  who  had  a  high  Rense  of  it^  prerogiitive,  Ein  attempt 
was  made  by  tbo  Company  bo  prevent  private  trading  in  furs- 
Very  serious  local  disturbauoes  took  place  in  the  Red  River 
Settlement  at  that  time,  but  wiser  couDseU  pre^'uUed,  and  in 
fabe  later  years  of  the  Compajiy'ii  regime  the  impei^tivo 
oharaotcr  of  the  right  was  Inrg^Iy  relaxed- 

The  Charter  fittingly  ciofies  with  a  oommendatiom  of  tha 
Compuiy  by  the   King  to  the  good  cfGces  of  all  aduiii-als 
juetiooe,    mayors,   sherifTB,   and   oiher  oFGoera  of   the  Crowu, 
enjoining  them  to  give  ^^id,  favour,  help,  and  aasiBtance. 

With  such  esteneive  powers,  the  wonder  ia  that  the  Compivny 
bears,  on  the  wboEe,  after  its  long  career  over  such  an  extended 
ea'ea  of  operations,  aod  among  savage  aod  border  people  un- 
acouslomed  to  the  restraints  of  law,  eo  honourable  a  record. 
Being  governed  by  men  of  high  standing,  many  ol  them  oloeely 
associated  with  the  operations  of  government  at  home,  it  is 
very  easy  to  Imoe  how,  aa  "  freedom  broadened  slowly  down  " 
fi:oin  Charleall.  to  the  present  time,  (he  m&thod  of  dealing  with 
subjects  and  sutwrdinatcs  became  mere  and  tocm  gentle  and 
coosideratc.  As  one  reada  the  minutea  of  the  Company  in  the 
Hudson's  Bay  House  for  the  first  quarter  of  a  century  of  its 
history,  the  tyi-annioal  spirit,  eveo  so  far  aa  the  removal  of 
troublesome  or  impopnlur  members  of  the  Committee  luid  the 
treatment  of  rivftla,  ia  very  evident. 

This  intoleranoe  woa  of  the  spirit  of  the  age.     In  t^  Beatom- 
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tioD>  tbe  KevoliibioQ,  and  tlie  triftls  of  pn'soaora  oftet:  rebelHoci, 
men  weuro  ftoouatomed  to  tbe  CKerolae  of  the  aevereat  penalti^^ 
for  the  oHme9  committed.  As  the  spirit  of  more  gentla  od- 
EmnjatiatioD  of  law  found  Ita  way  into  more  pew»fnl  ticiai» 
the  OooipLLDy  modified  tba  policy. 

The  HudsoQ's  Buy  Uompony  waAj  it  is  true»  &  keen  trkier, 
as  the  motto,  "  Pro  PoUb  Cutem  '* — "  akin  for  akia  " — olearry 
implies.  With  Ihift  no  fauU  cap  be  found,  the  mora  that  its- 
methods  were  neatrlyall  honouruhle  British  niethoda,  It^  never 
forgot  the  SiLg  that  floated  over  itn  One  of  thd  groftlect 
t«5timonr«a  in  its  fB,voi]r  was  th&t,  when  twc  ccntunea  ftfter  its 
oTgauIz&tjQD  it  gave  up»  except  aa  a  purely  tiadiDg  coti^ponyt 
its  power  to  Canada,  yet  its  Authority  over  the  wide-spread 
Indian  population  of  Bupcrt's  Land  wae  eo  grefvt,  tbftt  it  waa 
a«ked  by  the  Cwmdian  Goi'emnient  to  retain  one-twentieth  of 
the  land  of  Ihab  wida  domain  aaa  guarantee  of  its  assiabance  in 
tranefeiring  power  from  the  old  to  the  new  regime. 

Tbe  Indian  had  in  every  part  of  Bupert'a  Land  absolute  tra^t 
in  the  good  faith  of  tbe  Company.  To  have  been  the  posseaaor 
ol  auob  abeolube  powera  na  those  given  by  bhs  Ghartur  ;  to  have 
on  tbe  whole  "  borne  iheir  faculties  ao  meek  "  ;  lo  hare  been 
able  to  oiuTy  on  government  and  trado  bo  long  and  so  fluooesa* 
fully,  ia  not  to  raucb  a  oommendaiion  of  tlie  royal  donor  of  the 
Charter  as  it  is  of  the  clemency  and  general  fairneHa  of  the 
administration,  which  entitled  it  not  only  officially  but  also 
teally,  to  the  title  '*Tbo  Honourable  Hudson's  Bay  Company." 
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Hioh  Ur-  Portraon — Good  ahip  Piinoe  7£w;wf — Tho  onrly  advontur«ra 
— "  Book  tpf  Comtii':'j)  Prayor'' — Five  Forts — Votinp;  *  funernl — 
Wortl^  of  a  boflver — To  Hudson  8aj  and  baak — Selling  lh« 
pflJta— BottJoa  uf  aach — Fat  dividoQflB— "^  VictorioYia  asCoau:  *' — 
"GoldGU  l>ujt," 


TfiB  geaeratioa  that  lived  betweaa  the  founding  cf  tbe 
Company  and  the  end  of  the  oentnry  saw  a  great  development 
Id  tbe  trade  of  (he  iofanb  euterpriBe.  Meelbg  sometioiea  at 
the  place  of  busioese  of  one  of  the  Committee,  and  oitorwaiils 
ab  hired  premises,  the  energetic  membei's  of  tbe  sub-cotiimittee 
piiid  cTose  attention  to  their  work.  Sir  John  Bobinsou,  Sir 
John  Kirke,  and  Mr.  Portman  ftcLed  as  one  such  executive, 
and  tbe  utoatbly,  and  at  times  weekly  meetinga  of  the  Court  ol 
Adventurer?  were  held  when  tbey  were  needed.  It  hringa  the 
past  very  close  to  UB  as  we  read  tbe  minutes,  s^l  praaart'ed  lo 
the  Hudson's  Bay  House,  Leadeuhall  Street,  Loudon,  of  a 
maating  lit  Whiteball  in  1671,  with  Hie  Higbnaas  Fvinae  Rupert 
in  tbe  chair,  and  fiod  the  Bub-coioDiitCGC  appointed  to  cuiiy  on 
tbe  buftinees.  Captain  GillAin  for  a  number  oE  years  remained 
in  tbe  service  of  tbe  Company  as  a  trusted  captain,  and  com- 
manded the  ship  Prince  Rupert.  Another  veaael,  the  Windijb/oo. 
or  Wyvo^hoc  Pincle,  was  aoon  added,  also  in  time  the  Moosotujee 
Dogger,  then  the  Slia/ttbiirtj,  the  Alhtinartc,  and  the  Craic?; 
Burk — the  last  three  named  from  promtnent  meml>ers  of  tbe 
Company.  Not  moi^  than  thtoo  of  those  ships  wei'e  in  use  at 
the  same  time. 

The  fitting  cut  of  these  qhips  wa^a  a  work  needing  much 
attention  from  the  Bub-oommittee,  Year  after  year  its 
members  went  down  to  Gravcsend  about  the  eud  of  Kfay,  saw 
the  goods  which  had  been  purehascd  placed  aboard  the  ships, 
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poid  the  o&ptain  ikod  caen  their  wages,  delivered  blio  agents  to 
be  afinl  out  their  oommiasiona,  imd  Piorcittecl  plenft-ry  power  fn 
regard  to  emergencies  which  aiv^se.  The  artiolea  selected 
indicate  very  dearly  the  kind  of  trade  in  whicli  the  CcmpAny 
DDgaged-  The  inventory  of  goods  iu  1C73  shows  how  SPi>all  an 
ttClair  Ihe  trade  at  first  was.  "  Two  hnadi'ed  fowling-ptooes,  and 
powder  and  shot  \  ^00  brass  tetttes,  size  from  five  to  sixteen 
gallons;  twelve  giosa  of  kniv^es;  900  or  1000  hatchets,"  is 
reoorded  as  being  ths  estimate  of  cargo  foi-  thcit  yenr. 

A  lew  yeiu-s,  however,  mada  ft  ^eat  change-  Tobacco,  glass 
beads.  6000  flints,  bo:^es  of  red  lead,  looldng-glasaoa,  netting 
for  fishingt  pewter  di^hr^s,  and  powter  platga  were  Eidded  to  the 
coDSgnments.  That  sonie  attention  wjta  hri.d  by  the  Company 
to  the  morals  of  Ihcir  erapIoyoB  is  soon  in  that  otie  ship's 
car^  was  provided  with  "a  book  of  common  prayer,  and  a 
book  cf  homilies." 

About  June  Ist.  the  ship,  or  ships,  sailed  from  the  Thames, 
rounded  the  North  of  Bcotland,  and  ward  not  heard  of  till 
October,  when  they  returned  with  their  valuable  cargoea.  Year 
after  year,  as  we  read  the  records  of  the  Compauy'a  history,  wt? 
find  the  Teasels  sailing  out  and  returning  with  the  groateht 
re^ority,  and  few  lossee  took  place  from  wind  or  weather 
during  that  time. 

The  agents  of  the  Company  on  the  Bay  seem  to  havQ  bean 
well  selaoted  and  generally  reliable  moo.  Certain  Pi'encb 
writers  and  also  the  English  opponents  of  the  Company  have 
represented  them  as  timid  men,  afraid  to  leave  the  coast  and 
penetrate  to  the  inteiior,  and  thefr  aonducl  has  been  contraatud 
with  that  of  the  daring,  if  nob  rockJeas,  French  explorers.  It  is 
tru€  that  for  about  ono  hundred  yea^  the  HudsoD'a  Bay 
Company  men  did  not  leave  the  ahnres  of  Hudson  Bay,  but 
what  wai)  the  need  so  long  as  the  Indlnns  came  to  the  const 
with  their  furs  and  aiforded  tbem  profitable  trade!  By  the 
orders  of  the  Company  they  opened  np  trade  at  different  places 
on  the  shores  of  the  Bay,  and  we  Learn  from  Oldmiiou  that 
fifteen  years  after  the  founding  of  the  Company  there  ware  fort« 
Mtoblished  at  (1)  Albany  River;  (2)  Kayos  Island  i  (3)  Rupert's 
Biver;  (4)  Port  Nelson  ;  (5)  Now  Severn.  According  to  another 
anthority,  Moose  River  takes  the  piace  of  Hayes  Island  in  this 
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U^t.  These  forts  and  factories,  at  first  primitive  ari3  fimall, 
were  gradual Jy  bci-oosed  in  size  and  ooicfort  until  they  becune, 
in  flome  cases,  quite  extensive. 

The  jjliin  of  luanagenient  wan  tc  have  a  governor  apjKMntod 
over  each  fort  for  a  term  of  years,  ivnd  a  certain  Dumber  of  men 
pliteed  under  hie  dii-ection.  In  the  first  year  of  the  Hudson's 
Hay  Company'^  operationa  aa  a  corporate  body,  Govcmor 
Charles  Bailey  was  sent  out^  to  take  charge  of  CharlcB  Fort  at 
Rupei'l'e  Kltoi-.  With  him  waa  associated  the  French  adven- 
turer, Badisson,  and  hia  Dopbew,  Jean  BaptlEte  GroBeillicrB. 
Bailey  seems  to  have  been  on  efficient  officer,  though  fault  ^as 
found  with  him  by  the  Company.  Ten  years  Eifter  the  founding 
of  the  Company  he  died  in  London^  and  was  voted  a  fnnei&l  by 
the  Company,  which  took  placo  by  twilight  to  Bt,  Paul's, 
Covent  Garden,  The  widow  of  the  Governor  maintaioed  a 
Gi^nlention  ag^nst  the  Company  for  an  allQwance  of  400^., 
which  was  given  nftar  throe  years'  diepute.  Another  Roveraor 
wae  Wiltiam  Lydall,  as  also  John  Bridgar,  Governor  of  the 
"West  Main ;  and  ngain  Henry  Sargeont,  Thomas  Phipps, 
Governor  of  FortNelson.  and  John  Knight,  Governor  of  Albajiy, 
took  an  active  poit  in  the  disputea  of  the  Company  with  the 
French.  Thus,  with  a  oonfiiderable  amount  of  friction,  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  wei^e  conducted  on  the  ne^  and 
inhospitable  coaat  of  Hudson  BtLy.' 

To  the  forts  from  the  vast  interior  of  North  America  the 
vartoufl  triho&  of  Indians^  especially  the  Crees,  Chipewyaiw, 
and  Eskimos,  brought  their  furs  for  barter.  No  doubt  the 
prices  were  very  much  in  favour  of  the  ti'aders  at  first,  but 
during  (he  first  generation  of  tiudere  the  competition  of  French 
traders  fi'om  tho  BOuth  for  their  share  of  the  Indian  trade 
tended  to  coirect  injustice  and  give  the  fadians  better  prices 
for  their  furs. 

The  following  ie  the  standard  £zed  at  this  time:— 


Guna twclvo  winter  beaver  akiuB 

for  IftTjicat,  t*n  for  me- 
dibiDt  fieht  for  (unntlesL 

Purdur       ,!••.&  IwAvei  for  \  lb, 

Shot    .....         i     ft  heover  for  4  Ibfl. 

Hfttofat^is B   bcAver  for  %  frrcat  nod 

Iiitle  Utchet 
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Kniret        .        .        .        ,        ,    a  bcover  for  eii^lit  gre^t 

kiiivM   &nil  eighb   JHik 

kcivea. 

BomIb a  iKaveir  fvir  \  lb.  vf  li«iuj>p 

I'MtdoOAta         .         i         ■         .     BLX  leavers  for  one. 
V^aSxi  coAte .        i        p        ,        ,     Live  beavras  fvt  one  plain 

ixhI  coat. 
CoAta  Fur  women,  laced,  2  ytia-  >  vix  beavern. 
<!oat*  F>^  wonarai,  plain      .        ,    five  be^Lven. 

TobftOW a  beav«i'  for  1  lb, 

PCrtldct-horn  .         <     a  beaver  for  a  larpe  pf-*?- 

dcr-bt>ra  nml  two  omiUJ 

ones, 

K«ttJea a  b^v^  for  ]  lb.  of  kettle. 

LoohJo^laAv  AUd  comb    .        ,    t^vo  skins. 

The  tracle  conducted  tX  the  posts  or  faotoriea  a.Iong  tho  shore 
TTOS  carried  on  liy  the  Tooal  traders  so  soon  ss  the  rivers  from 
tbc  interior — the  Nelson  and  (be  Churchill — were  open,  so  thiib 
b^  the  time  the  ship  [rom  London  Atrjv&d,  Bay  in  tha  end  of 
July  or  beginning  of  Au^st,  the  Indians  wero  beginning  bo 
reaeh  ibe  co^t.  The  mouth  of  August  %vjha  a  busy  moathj  and 
by  the  oJoae  of  it,  or  early  in  September,  the  Bbip  ■was  loaded 
tbud  sent  btwk  on  hei'  journey- 

By  the  end  of  October  the  ehipa  arrived  fi'om  Hudson  Buy, 
and  tht;  anxioty  ci  the  Company  to  learn  h[>w  the  aeason'9 
trade  h&d  ^accaeded  waa  naturally  very  great-  As  soon  aa  the 
Toesels  had  arrived  ia  the  Dovras  or  at  Portsmouth,  word  waa 
seDt  po«&  hatte  to  London,  and  the  reflulis  were  laid  before  a 
CooimitLee  of  the  Company.  Tkluch  reference  is  made  in  tba 
minntes  to  the  di&oulty  of  preventing  the  men  employed  in  the 
ehip«  from  entering  mto  illicit  trade  in  fui'S.  Btrict  orders 
were  giveri  to  inspect  the  Eoekers  for  furs  la  prevent  pdvata 
trade.  In  due  time  the  furs  were  unladen  from  the  ehips  and 
put  into  the  custody  of  the  Company's  aeci-eury  in  the  London 
warehouse . 

The  inattei'  of  selling  the  fm^  was  one  of  very  great 
importwioe.  At  tjnaes  the  Company  found  prieea  low,  and 
deferred  their  talee  until  the  outlook  was  more  favourable. 
The  icvthod  followed  waa  to  have  an  auetioui  and  every 
precaution  waa  taken  to  have  the  sales  fair  and  above  board. 
Evidencefi  ;kre  nc}t  wanting  that  at  times  it  was  difficult  for  tho 
Court  oi  Adventuiere  to  secure  this  vevv  desirable  result. 
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Tbe  mabtcr  WiiS  uot,  bowovei,  oue  of  di}'  loutinep  for  blie 
LondoQ  morohitntft  &eem  to  have  enoouragcd  bueittees  witli 
g^nerocis  bospitedity-  On  November  9th,  1681,  the  saLa  took 
place,  iLnd  the  following  eritry  is  found  In  the  mmuteH :  "  A 
Commlttea  was  Appoinl^eil  to  provide  tbiee  dozen  bottlca  of 
Bock  und  tbre€  dosen  bottks  of  ckrot,  to  be  givoti  to  buyers 
iLt  ye  fiute.  Dinnei'  eras  aEso  bespoken  at '  Xe  Stillyjird/  of  n. 
good  dish  of  fish,  a  loyne  of  veal,  two  puHets,  and  four  ducts." 

Ab  tLe  yearg  w'eob  on,  tbe  saTue  variations  in  fur&  that  we 
oee  in  ooi"  day  toot  place.  New  markets  woi-e  then  looked  for 
and  arraogements  made  for  sendinf;  agonta  Co  Holland  and 
finding  the  connections  in  BushIb,  tb&t  sal^f)  mij^ht  be  eSecE-tid. 
In  order  to  carry  out>  tb«  trade  ib  was  necesaaiy  Lo  bake  large 
qiiantitiea  of  hemp  iroin  Holland  in  return  for  the  furs  aent- 
The  employment  of  tliie  article  foi'  coi^ge  in  the  Navy^  led  to 
tha  influence  of  important  uiembeT'H  of  the  Company  being  used 
vritb  tbe  Earl  cf  Mailbotough  to  Heoure  a  sale  for  bbia  oom- 
modity,  Pending  the  siiJes  it  wna  nccoBsaiy  for  large  euma  of 
money  tc  be  advanced  to  carry  on  the  buBiaeai^  of  the  Com- 
pany. This  wus  generaJly  accomplished  by  the  liberality  of 
members  of  tbe  Company  ibHelf  aupplymg  tlie  needt^  amounts. 

The  Company  waa,  bowevcr,  from  time  to  time  giatifiod  by 
tbe  declaration  of  handsome  diridends.  So  for  aa  recorded, 
the  5rat  dividend  was  declfired  in  1684,  and  judged  by  modern 
ab&udards  it  wbs  otte  for  whicli  a  company  might  i\-el)  wait  for 
a  number  of  yeoi's.  It  was  for  50  per  cent,  upon  atook, 
Aoeordingly,  the  Earl  of  Craveo  raoeivod  loOJ-,  Sir  James 
Hayes  150i.,  and  so  on  In  proportion.  In  1688  another  divi- 
dend of  alike  amount  of  50  per  cent,  oti  the  Htock  resulted, 
and  among  others,  Hon,  Bobcit  Boylo,  Eail  Cburobill,  and  Sir 
Chrifltopber  Wren  had  their  beartu  gladdened.  In  1689 
profits  to  the  extent  of  35  per  centr  on  the  stock  wera  reoeivedf 
Riid  one  of  the  aaooeBsful  captains  was,  in  the  exuberance  of 
feeling  oF  the  stock -boldera,  presented  with  a  silver  tlagoti  in 
recognition  of  hia  service*.  In  1690,  however,  took  place  by 
For  the  most  remarkable  event  of  a  financial  kind  in  the  early 
history  of  tbe  Couipkny.  Tbe  returns  of  that  year  from  tlui 
Bay  were  so  Urge  that  the  Compiuiy  dec  ded  to  treble  its  stock. 
The  re&B0Q9  given  for  this  'weve :— 
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(1)  The  CotDpHny  lifts  In  \%%  wArohons^  aboal  tlit^  value  ot 
ite  oHgin&l  stock  (10,500/.)-  (2)  The  F&ctoiJ&B  at  Fort  Nelson 
and  New  Sercm  ai-e  incrcaaiug  iu  tiikde,  and  fchia  year  the 
returns  are  eqiectcd  to  f)e  30,000^  in  beaver.  (3)  The  fao- 
toriea  are  of  mucb  vaUie,  (4)  Damages  we  espected  from  the 
French  for  a  claim  ol  100.000/. 

The  Compaay  then  pi-occeded  to  decWe  a  dividetid  of  25  per 
ceAl^,  ^bioh  was  cquivalciit  to  75  pur  cent,  gq  their  crigiual 
stook. 

It  WAB  u  plea^iag  Incident  to  the  BOvereign  of  the  iT^alm  Ihttti 
in  nil  Iheeo  [3rotit&  he  was  not  forgotten.  In  the  onginjLl 
Cbaj-ter  tha  only  reoompenee  coming  to  the  Crowii,  for  the 
royal  gift,  was  to  he  the  payment,  when  the  territory  wag 
entered  n(X)n,  of  '*  two  t-]ks  itnd  two  blank  beavers.*'  ThlB  muy 
have  been  a  device  for  keeping  ap  the  royal  claim,  but  at  any 
rate  300f,  in  the'onginal  Etock-beok  stood  to  the  credit  of  the 
sovereign.  It  bad  boen  the  custorn  to  Bend  a  deputation  to 
present  in  per&on  the  dividends  to  His  Majeety,  and  the 
pounds  sterling  were  always  changed  to  guineas* 

On  this  oooasion  of  the  gi'eat  dividend,  King  William  111. 
hftd  hut  lately  retui'ned  from  bis  victories  in  Ireland.  The 
daputfttioii,  bejided  hy  Sir  Edwii'd  Dcring,  was  introduced  to 
the  King  by  tbc  Earl  of  Portiand.  and  the  following  addre&B, 
hitherto,  eo  far  aa  kno^vn  to  tbe  writer,  unpublished,  wae 
presented  Lilong  with  the  noble  gift : — 

"  Your  Majestie's  moat  Loyal  and  Dutifa]  subjects  bag  leave 
to  oongratuiate  your  Majcstie's  Happy  Return  hei"©  with 
Honor  and  Safety.  And  wo  do  daily  pray  to  Heaven  (that 
Hath  God  ^vonderfully  preeen-od  Toor  BoyaU  Person)  thai  in 
all  your  undertakings  Your  Majeatie  may  be  as  victorious  aa 
C^aai',  ae  beloved  aa  Titus,  and  (after  all)  have  the  long 
and  fftorious  Rcigno  and  PeaoefulJ  end  of  Augustus^ 

"On  this  happy  occasion  we  desire  i^so  most  humbly  to 
present  to  youi'  ^Tajestie  a  dividend  of  Tujo  Hitjvlrod  and 
ttvejitt/'five  giditcfu  upon  Dhree  hundred  pounds  stook  in  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Con^punUy,  now  Bightfxdly  delivered  to  yoni- 
Majefitie-  And  although  we  have  been  the  greatest  snffei'er 
of  any  Company  from  those  common  enemieHof  all  mankind  the 
IVenob,  yet  when  ^our  Majestie'a  just  Arms  shall  have  given 
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Bepoae  to  aH  ChriBtesdom,  we  also  shall  enjoy  our  share  of 
these  groat  Benefits  and  do  not  doubt  but  to  appeare  often 
vitb  this  golden  fruit  in  our  bands,  under  the  happy  influence 
of  Your  Majestie'e  moat  graoiona  protection  over  us  and  all  our 
Concems." 

It  is  true  that  towarde  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
u  ^jve  shall  afterwards  see,  the  trade  of  the  Company  was 
«eriou0ly  injured  by  the  attacks  of  the  French  on  the  Bay,  but 
a  quarter  of  a  century  in  which  the  possibility  of  obtaining 
suob  profits  had  been  shown  was  sufficient  to  establish  the 
Company  in  the  public  favour  and  to  attract  to  it  much 
capital.  Its  careful  management  from  the  first  led  to  its 
gaining  a  reputation  for  business  ability  which  it  has  never 
lost  during  two  and  a  quarter  centuries  of  its  history. 


CHAPTER  iV. 


THREE    OttEAT    00VBB**Oaa. 


Men  of  bigh  iitatioa — Princu  Rupert  |jniiiikfl— Pnnco  JaineBi  "nommo 
oontroj^centc  ^— The  horo  of  the  hniir—Cburcbil]  RWor  namo*l — 
PIat«  of  doEul  gold— Ofl"  to  tiic  tow«r. 

The  success  of  the  Hudson's  Ba^  CompfLQyf  and  the  inSitenco 
«^tirt«d  by  it  during  no  long  n  penod,  hay  often  beon  attributed 
to  the  union  of  pei'sons  of  tttatior  vjxil  high  politioAl  inHueuce 
with  the  practical  mid  far-seeiiig  business  vaen  of  LoiLdou,  wbo 
made  up  tho  Couipaay.  A  pct'UG&l  oi  tho  minutos  of  tho  tii~st 
thirty  yeiu-s  of  the  Compjuiy'a  history  impreftsee  on  the  miud 
of  the  reodor  thai  this  in  tru^,  oj^d  that  good  feeUng  and 
patriotifim  were  joined  witti  buaiuess  tact  and  ontej-prise  in  all 
tbo  veotures.  From  tho  proGperous  days  of  Quucn  Elizabuth 
and  her  eea-going  captftina  atid  explorers,  certainly  frora  the 
time  of  Charlee  IL,  il  wae  no  uncomiuon  thing  to  ase  the  titled 
and  commercial  claaaea  co-operating,  la  striking  coDbrast  to 
the  govemipg  olaases  cf  Frauco^  in  n^aking  commcrco  and 
trade  A  prominent  feature  cf  the  national  life. 

The  first  Govtmor  of  the  Hudson's  Bw.y  Company,  Bupert, 
Priaoe  of  Bibvariib,  grQudaon  by  the  mother's  side  of  Jamea  I, 
cf  England,  ia  a  sufliciertbly  well-known  character  in  general 
bietory  to  require  do  extended  notico.  His  exploits  on  the 
Boyalist  sida  in  the  Civil  War,  his  fierce  charges  and  his  swlft- 
nesfi  in  executing  difficuJl  military  movements,  led  to  tiis  name 
being  taJten  as  the  veiy  embodiment  of  energy  oad  prowess, 
Jn  thifi  sense  the  cipressiouj  "the  £cry  Rupert  of  debate" 
was  applied  to  a  prominent  ptu'liamentanan  of  the  past 
generation. 

After  the  reator&tion  of  Ch&rlee  IL,  Prince  Bupert  took  up 
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hU  abode  Id  Ecgkcd,  fading  il  mere  like  home  to  him  thai) 
any  ooutinontaJ  country".  BojoTiiig  the  plaudits  of  the  Cava- 
liera.  for  ^hom  ho  ho^  so  strenuoaaly  lough t,  be  waa  appointed 
Corstnh!e  of  Windsor,  n  no  vetj'  oneroua  position.  From  the 
OLioiiteH  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Gomp^tity  Aa  find  that  he  ha.d 
Icd^ngs  at  Whitehall,  and  apent  muoh  of  hia  timo  in  businesB 
ftud  among  fioiootifio  dro lea— Indued,  the  Famous  toys  called 
*■  glass  tears,"  or  "  Ropett'a  di'opa,"  were  hroughi  over  by 
him  to  Engliind  froDi  the  continent  Co  iQt«rcst  hia  scientiHc 
friodds. 

We  have  seen  aboody  the  stops  taken  by  the  returned  Com- 
(nisBioners  fiom  thti  Amei-ican  Colonies  to  mlroduoe  Badiason 
and  Qvoseiltlera  Co  Prince  Eupeil,  acid  through  him  to  the 
royal  notice. 

The  stiooesa  of  the  expedition  of  Gillam  and  the  building  of 
Charles  Fort  on  Hudson  Bay  lod  to  the  Prinoe  aonfienliog  to 
head  the  new  Company.  He  had  just  passed  the  half  eenbury 
of  his  age  when  he  was  appointed  Governor  of  the  vast  fcra 
'ivcoffTJiid  l>ifig  to  the  'wcat  of  the  Bay  to  which,  in  his  honour, 
was  given  the  name  Aapert's  Land, 

The  Company  lost  no  time  in  undertaking  a  naw  expedition. 
Prince  Eupert's  intimate  friend,  the  Earl  of  Craven,  was  one 
of  the  iucoi-poratorg,  and  it  was  with  this  nobleman  that  Pnnoo 
Huperi's  widowed  mother,  the  Princess  Elizabeth,  had  found 
a  home  in  the  days  of  adversity. 

The  close  conaection  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  with 
the  Court  gave  it,  wc  see  very  plainly,  certain  important  advan- 
tages. Not  only  do  the  ^nerous  terms  of  the  Chortar  indicate 
this,  but  the  detttiling  of  certain  ships  of  the  Royal  Navy  to 
protect  the  merchantmen  going  out  to  Hudson  Biiy  ehowB  the 
strong  bond  o£  sympfithy.  Cei-twnly  nothing  loea  than  the 
thorough  interest  of  tbo  Cornet  oould  have  led  to  the  hxra  stand 
taken  by  the  English  Government  in  the  controversies  with 
Fi'ance  as  to  the  posseaaioa  of  Hudson  Bay> 

Sevoiikl  excellent  paintings  of  the  Princo  arc  in  existence, 
one  by  Vandyke  in  Warwick  Caatle,  showing  hia  handsome 
form,  and  another  in  KnebwD»"lh,  Hertford.  The  Prince  was 
unfortunately  uot  fi'ce  from  the  immorality  that  was  so 
flagrant  a  feature  of  the  Court  of  Charles  II.     At  that  time  this 
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ViL3  but  Utile  ttiken  Into  nccoont,  and  the  Fume  of  hia  military 
exploits,  together  nith  the  Sxing  of  hia  name  upon  -^o  ^ide  an 
Gxteat  of  the  earbh's  eutfoce.  have  serred  to  gtvti  posterity  an 
interoBt  in  him* 

For  twelve  eucceafiive  years  Prince  Rupert  was  ohoeen 
GovQTEior  &t  the  Getieru.]  Court  of  Advantutera,  and  ut;ed  liia 
great  icduence  for  the  Company.  He  died  on  November  29th, 
I6B3,  Lut  the  cotpparativcly  efirly  ago  of  sijcty-thrce. 

The  death  ol  the  tirat  Governor  wie  a  Bomewhal  aevei^e  trial 
for  tba  infant  Gompitny.  The  Prince's  n&me  had  heen  one  to 
coujure  by,  and  though  he  had  been  ably  bupported  by  the 
Depnty-Goycmor,  Sir  Jamea  Hayes,  yet  there  was  some 
fear  of  Iobk  of  prestige  to  the  Adventurers  on  his  uii€xp«ol4d 
de&tli. 

The  DOQiobei'e  of  tbe  Company  were  anxious  to  keep  up,  W 
poesiblcT  the  royal  connectiooj  but  thoy  were  by  no  mean* 
clear  aa  to  the  choice  of  the  only  available  personage  nho  crune 
before  their  view.  Jame^,  Duke  of  York,  was  a  man  with  a 
liking  for  business,  but  he  was  not  a  popular  fEtvouiite-  The 
famous  ;V/i  tVc^^tii  of  Charier  IL  wiSl  be  remembered.  When 
JoLinee  informed  Charles  II-  that  there  was  a  conspiracy  on 
foot  Ic  drive  him  from  the  throne,  ■'  No,  Janies/'  gaid  Chaileg, 
"  they  will  never  kill  me  to  ruake  you  king," 

The  minutea  of  the  Company  show  that  much  dehberoitioo 
took  plaoe  aa  to  the  choice  of  a  Euooesaor  to  Prince  Rupert, 
but  at  length,  in  January,  1683,  at  a  General  Court,  the  choice 
W&3  made,  and  the  record  reads  :^"niH  Boyal  Kighuesa  the 
Dnke  of  York  waa  chosen  Governor  of  the  Company, 
Nomine  oontradiocnto.'  "  The  new  Govomor  soon  had  reaeona 
to  congratolate  hiniBelf  on  hie  election,  for  on  April  2Ist, 
1634.  Sir  James  HayeB  and  Sir  Edward  Derlng  reported  to  llio 
Adventurers  their  having  paid  150  guineas  to  His  Boyal  Higb- 
cees  as  a  dividend  on  the  Gtock  hefd  by  hini.  Pnncc  James 
was  ehosen  Governor  for  three  suueos^iye  years^  until  the  year 
when,  on  the  death  of  Charles,  he  became  King,  White  James 
waa  not  much  in  favour  as  tk  mtut,  yet  he  possessed  decided 
administrative  ability,  and  whether  this  waa  the  cause  or  not, 
certainly  the  period  of  hi»  governorship  wa3  a  successful  time 
in  the  history  of  the  Company. 
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Failing  u  prinoe  or  dake,  Ihe  lot  coul3  not  have  fallen  upon 
a  cnoL^e  cnpjiblo  nisti  fchiiii  was  cboeen  &b  the  Duke  of  Tork'a 
Buccessoi'  for  the  govenioiship.  On  April  fiaij,  1685,  at  a 
General  Court  of  th«  Adveuiui-ei-B,  the  choice  fell  upon  one  of 
Uie  fiiosb  rem&rkable  mon  of  his  time,  the  Rigbt  Hod.  John 
Lord  CliuroliilU  aftcrwmde  Duke  of  M&rlborough.  Lord 
Churohil]  had  not  yet  gained  any  of  hia  great  victorice.  He 
w&B,  however,  at  thia  time  a  favourite  of  the  Duke  o£  York, 
and  no  douht.  OD  the  reoommend&tion  of  Ja^me^,  h^  h&eo 
brougUb  before  the  Oourii  of  Adventutera.  Ho  wna  one  of  the 
mo^b  adroit  men  of  hJ3  time,  he  was  on  the  highway  to  the  moat 
distinguished  h^>Qours,  and  the  Adventurers  gladly  elected  him 
third  governor. 

On  April  2nd,  1685.  the  now  governor  thiew  bimself  heartily 
into  the  work  of  the  Company-  No  doubt  one  so  closely 
eonnecled  with  the  publle  service  could  be  of  more  pra^tteal 
vahje  than  eron  a  royal  duke.  The  gi'CAt  dividend  rtf  which 
we  have  already  spoken  follo^^eil  the  years  of  hia  a,ppoiotmeut. 

The  BUoooBs  aUained  hut  etimiLluted  the  Company  to  inci-eeec 
their  trade  and  widen  the  field  of  their  operationa.  The  river 
runcieg  into  the  west  side  of  the  Bay ^  far  to  the  north,  was  named 
in  honour  of  the  new  governor,  Chmx^laU  Hiver>  and  in  1636 
expansion  of  trade  was  sought  by  the  decision  to  settle  at  the 
mouth  of  this  rivei'  and  use  it  as  a  new  tracing  centre  for  the 
north  and  weat.  Without  £,ny  de^iro  to  annoy  the  French,  who 
cldmed  the  south  end  of  the  Bay,  it  was  determined  to  send 
a  ship  to  the  aoutbern  part  of  Hudaon  Bay,  and  a  few  months 
later  the  Y&nq^  fri^te  was  dispatched,  The  fear  of  attBiCke 
from  the  French,  who  were  known  to  be  in  a  very  rcBtless 
condibbu,  led  to  the  request  heuig  made  to  the  Oovemment  to 
station  A  military  forec  at  eoob  foil  in  Hudson  Bay-  It  was 
uIeo  the  desire  of  the  Company  that  steps  ahonld  be  taJten  to 
protect  them  in  bherr  GhArter  rights  and  to  prevent  illegfi] 
expeditions  from  going  to  trade  tn  the  Day.  All  this  shows  the 
energy  uid  hopefulness  of  tho  Company  under  the  leadership 
of  Lord  Churchill. 

The  part  taken  by  Erfird  Chuvehill  in  the  opposition  to 
Jmtnea,  and  bis  active  agency  in  indaaing  William  of  Oranj>e 
to  come  to  Eu^land,  are  we)l  known.    He  wu^  %  worahipper  of 
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tl)6  dfnng  BLiu.  On  the  aii-ii'iLL  of  William  III.,  Lord  Churchill, 
wfio  wa5  30OT1  riiiBod  to  the  poef a^6  ^3  Ent!  of  Marlborough* 
irt^H  OB  populju",  for  the  Cimc,  with  the  uew  Icing  as  ho  hiid  bdeu 
with  bia  pT'edeceStiov,  His  ^loal  ia  seen  in  his  Benitiog  oat  in 
June,  IG99,  aa  govurnor,  the  i  list  i  not  ions  that  WilliaQi  &nd 
Mtii-y  Bbould  be  proclaimed  \\\  the  posts  upou  Ibe  shores  of 
Hudson  B&y.  Ha  wa^  able  ghoitly  attei'  to  repoj't  to  hL& 
Compajiy  that  100  martnes  had  been  detailed  to  protect  Ibe 
Coin  pony's  ebipa  on  their  way  to  Hudsou  Bay.  Tht?  enthu- 
siasm of  tbe  Compnjiy  at  this  mark  of  oonsidei'^bion  obtained 
through  the  ittflueuce  of  1x3113  Churchill,  was  voo"  great,  and 
we  leum  from  the  minutes  tbit  pi-ofuse  thanks  were  given  Kk 
the  governor,  Eiud  a  picoo  of  plate  of  solid  i^ld,  of  bh&  vjilue  of 
lOOguineaa.^as  presented  to  him  for  his  distinguiabcd  serviaea* 
Legi&liitioii  wfbs  ftUo  Lnti'Oduoed  ftl  this  time  into  Parliamecit 
f^r  the  purpose  of  giving  frn'ther  pnTilegee  to  the  Adventurers. 

But  (be  rising  tide  of  fortune  wns  suddenly  oheck^^d. 
Disaster  o7ertook  the  Governor-  William  had  found  some 
reoBon  for  distrusting  this  versatile  taati  of  fl^u^,  and  he 
euflpectod  him  of  being  in  correspoDdenee  with  the  dethroned 
JfljDfis.  No  doubt  the  suspicion  was  well  founded,  bul  the 
King  bad  thought  it  better,  on  aooount  of  Mai'1  borough 'a  gi^eat 
talents,  to  orerlook  bis  unfaitiifolness-  Suddenly,  in  May, 
1692f  England  was  startled  by  bearing  that  the  Earl  of 
Marlborough  had  beeu  tbi^wn  into  Lho  Tower  on  jui  aocasa.- 
tdon  of  high  treason.  For  seven  years  this  detarmiued 
soldier  hod  led  the  Compau)''  to  eueoeas,  but  his  imprisocmoat 
rendered  c  change  in  the  governorship  n  necefisily,  Marl- 
borough was  only  impnsoned  for  a  short  time,  hut  he  was  not 
re-eleoted  to  the  posUicu  be  hjvd  so  well  filled.  At  the  Ooueml 
Coart  of  Adveuturera in  Nox'omber  of  theyoar  of  Marlborough's 
fall.  Sir  Stephen  ^vance  wa3  ohosen  Governor.  This  gentle- 
man woa  rc-eleeted  ei  nunil>er  of  times,  and  was  Qovemor  of 
the  Company  at  the  close  of  the  oentury* 

Two  deoades>and  morci  of  the  foimaiivG  life  of  the  Compaoy 
were  thus  lived  under  the  legis  of  the  Court,  the  personal 
management  of  two  courtly  personagos,  and  under  tbs 
guid&nce  of  the  leading  general  of  bis  time.  As  we  shall  see 
afterwards,  daring  a  pait  of  this  poriod  the   affairs   of  the 
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Company  wore  oorded  on  in  the  fooe  of  the  oonatont  opposi- 
tion of  the  French.  Undoubtedly  heavy  loeaea  resulted  &om 
the  Frenoh  rivftby,  bat  the  pluak  and  wisdom  of  the  Com- 
pviy  wore  equ&IIy  manifeated  in  the  confidence  with  which 
they  naked  their  meane,  and  the  atrong  atepa  token  to  rettun 
their  hdd  on  Hodaon  Bay,  This  was  the  golden  age  of  the 
Hndaon's  Bay  Company.  When  money  waa  needed  it  waa 
often  cheerfully  advanced  by  some  of  the  partners ;  it  was  an 
honour  to  have  stock  in  a  Company  which  was  within  the 
ehadow  of  the  throne  \  ita  diatinguiahed  govemora  were  re- 
elected so  long  aa  they  were  eligible  to  serve ;  again  and  again 
the  Committee,  provided  with  a  rich  purse  of  golden  guineas, 
waited  on  His  Sdajeaty  the  King  to  give  return  for  the  favour 
of  the  Boyal  Charter ;  and  never  afterwt^  can  the  historian 
point  in  the  onnala  of  the  Company  to  so  diatinguiahed  a  period. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


TWO  ADBOIT  AD\'ENTUBBBQ, 


Back  to  "Franco — A  vnfc'H  iufluunco— PuJtry  Taaftele  — RadiBBf^oa 
diplonucv — IlMorte  to  England— Shameful  duplicity— "  A  liogs- 
bood  of  ciUrQt" — Adveriturun  appreciative— Ttt^Dtv-five  yean  of 
tUdisaoQE  life  liitlieito  iinkn<>VD — ''Id  n  Tow  s-ad  moaD  ooudi- 
tjcn  " — The  COTiipauyin  Chonoitry— LaokyKadiaBon — AComponj 
pensioBer, 

A  M^sTEWOUS  interest  gather*  ajround  two  of  the  most  in- 
du'^iiriona  and.  it  must  be  Added,  most^  diplonjutic  a^Qd  adroib  of 
6he  agents  of  tbe  Oompauy.  the  two  Fi-endunen,  Piene  Esprit 
EUdisecQ  s,ad  Sled&t'd  Chouart,  afterwai-da  the  Sieur  de  Gro- 
seiiliovE.  Aoqufunted  with  the  far  northeiii  fur  tr^de^  their 
assistanoe  was  invaluable.  We  have  seen  in  a  former  ohapter 
tii^t  findiog  litUe  encomTi^emeDt  either  in  New  Fi'ajice  or  ibsir 
mother  comitryf  they  hud  br&aafcrred  their  sofvices  to  Englaiid, 
ftQcl  vere  largely  instrameTital  in  founding  the  Hudeone  Bay 
Company. 

lu  the  Grat  voyage  of  the  advenfiurBra  to  Hudson's  Bay,  it 
Ofwne  about  that  while  GroseilUera  was  luolcy  in  being  oa  the 
Noiisinrh  ketch,  which  made  its  way  into  the  Bay,  on  tbe  other 
hard.  RsLcliHSon,  tc  his  gi^eat  chagrin,  was  on  board  the  com- 
panion ship,  Lhe  Eaitlet,  whiobt  oiler  attempting  an  entranoe 
nod  foiUug,  returu«-d  to  England- 
It  h4fl  been  stated  that  dating  the  time  oF  hia  onforoed 
idleneSB  in  London,  while  the  paity  was  builcfiDg  Cfiaries  Fort 
on  Prioce  Rupert's  Btver.  Eadiaaon  was  busy  interesting  tbe 
leading  mca  of  the  city  in  tbe  importance  of  the  adventure. 
Immediately  on  the  return  of  the  company  of  the  Nonguch, 
steps  wore  taken  for  the  organization  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Oompaay.    This,  oB  we  hare  seen,  took  plaoe  in  May,  IG70. 
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ftad  Ell  the  BAine  year  Rodi&son  and  Groaeilliora  went  out 
with  Governor  Baile)%  and  assisted  in  establiBhing  trade  ou 
t;ha  shores  of  the  Bay. 

On  their  i-etuin.  in  the  antTimn  of  1671,  to  London,  the  two 
(tdventurerfi  speitEi  tbe  winter  tliert>.  and,  as  the  minutes  o{  the 
Company  show,  rooeivcd  oortiin  money  payments  for  tholr 
maintennnee.  In  October,  1673,  the  sloop  Prince  Rupert  had 
(urived  jlI  Pori*iiiouth  from  Hudjson  Buy,  and  there  ure 
evidences  of  frbtion  bet^Teen  Bodiaaaa  and  Caplaiu  GiUom. 
RodiaaoD  is  called  on  io  be  prcscui  at  %  meoling  of  tba  Gonei-'al 
Court  of  the  Ccmpany  held  in  October,  and  afterwards  Gillam 
ia  authonzed  to  advance  the  amounts  neoessiuy  for  his  living 
expenses. 

In  the  Cocppixny  minutes  of  Juno  25lh,  1G74.  is  found  tlie 
following  entry: — *' That  thore  be  allowed  to  Mr.  Radisaon 
100  pounds  p«r  ^.r^nunn  from  the  Lime  of  hiB  last  amval  in 
London,  in  consideration  of  aervioos  done  by  hiro,  oQt  of  wliich 
to  bo  deducted  what  hath  be&a  ulready  paid  him  sinoe  that 
time,  and  if  it  shall  please  God  to  bless  this  Company 
vith  good  SEiGce&s  hereafter  that  they  ahalt  oome  to  he  in  a 
prosperous  condition  they  will  then  re-a^ume  tho  consideratiou 
thereof. " 

Daring  the  next  month  a  Further  smn  was  paid  Radlsson. 

The  i-e^^tless  Radisaon  could  not.  however,  be  satisfied.  No 
doubt  he  felt  bia  servioes  to  be  of  great  value,  and  he  now 
illuBtratod  what  wns  really  the  weakness  of  his  whole  life,  a 
want  oE  honest  reliability.  The  Company  hod  done  as  well  for 
him  as  its  infant  resources  would  allow,  but  along  n'itb  Gro- 
seiMiers  he  desei-bed  from  London*  and  sought  to  rotum  to  the 
service  of  France  under  the  distin^ished  Prime  MiiiiBter 
Colbert, 

The  shrewd  Colbert  knew  well  Badis^K^n'H  instability.  This 
feature  of  hia  chai^cber  had  been  further  emphasized  by 
another  ov-ent  in  Kodisson's  life.  Ho  had  married  a  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Kirke.  one  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  pro- 
moters, and  a  member  of  the  welbknown  family  which  had 
distinguished  itsolf  in  the  capture  of  Cnnada.  nearly  fift)'  years 
before^  This  Eogli&h  and  don^a&tic  oonnoctiou  made  Colbert 
suspicious  of  Budtssou.    However,  ho  iigreed  to  pay  Kadi^son 
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uodGrosailUers  the  sum  ot  Uieii'  debtn.  jimoiinling  to  400^.,  arid 
to  g^TC  bhem  lucratire  employireBL  The  coaditioii  oE  hU 
furtboroiEtployiiient  was  that  Radiason  ahouJd  brmg  his  wife  to 
France,  but  he  waa  ocable  to  get  either  bie  wife  or  her  father 
to  copsent  to  this.  The  Kirke  fsutiily,  it  must  ba  remembered, 
were  still  ovmers  of  a  claico  amonnting  to  3il,0(X)^  against 
Fr&Doo«  which  hcLd  been  left  unsettled  duhQg  the  time  of 
GiUDplftin,  wben  Eagluid  restored  Ganndib  to  France. 

For  seven  ye&rs  Badisaoo  vac  ill  q  ted  between  the  two 
oonatriee.  Under  tha  French  he  went  for  ono  Bcason  on  >. 
voyage  to  the  West  Indies,  and  waa  even  promiacd  promotion 
in  the  French  mirme.  At  one  time  ho  applied  again  to  the 
fiudflon's  Bay  CompEuiy  for  employment,  bub  waa  refuaed. 
The  Hsed  determination  ot  his  wife  not  to  leave  England  on 
the  oue  hand,  and  the  GCttled  eu&pioion  of  the  Frecioh  Govern.' 
ment  on  the  other,  contmually  thwarted  him.  At  length,  in 
1681,  Biuliason  and  GroseiUiera  were  sent  by  the  Fronoh  bft 
Canada,  to  undertckke  a  trading  expedition  to  Uudson  Bay. 
The  lack  ol  money,  and  also  of  full  oonfidcuce.  led  to  their 
venlnre  being  poorly  provided  for.  In  July,  1682,  rendezvous 
wiwniiule  jitllePercfie,  in  the  lower  St.  Lawrence,  by  RadisHon 
in  a  wretched  old  vegael  of  ben  tons,  and  by  QroseiUiers  in  & 
nitlier  better  ci'aft  of  fifteen  tons  burthen- 
No  better  could  be  done,  however,  and  bo,  after  many 
miidiaps,  including  serious  mutinies,  dangers  of  ice  auj  fioi>d, 
and  hairbreadth  escapes,  the  two  veascU  reached  the  mouth  of 
the  Hayes  River  on  Hudson  Buy.  They  dotermined  bo  trade 
at  thie  point.  GroaeiUieis  undertook  to  bnjEd  a  small  fort  en 
fchiH  river,  and  BadisBon  we:it  inland  on  a  canoe  expedition  to 
meet  Ihe  natives.  In  this  Badisson  was  fairiy  successful,  and 
gathered  D  good  quantity  of  fms. 

The  French  adventurers  were  sooQ  surprised  to  find  thiit  an 
English  party  had  \\^ti\\  jx>s»e9uioii  of  the  mouth  of  the  Nelson 
River,  and  were  esUbHshing  a  fort.  Bodiaaon  opened  com- 
mnmoatlcn  with  the  Eoglisb,  and  fotind  thorn  in  charge  of 
Governor  Bridgax,  but  really  led  by  young  Glilam,  aoa  of  the 
old  captain  of  the  Nonsitch.  The  versatile  Frenchman  soon 
met  a  fine  £  eld  for  hia  diplomatio  orta-  He  professed  great 
friendship  for  the  new  comeri?,  exchanged  froqucnt  visits  with 
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them,  and  become  itcquEuaied  wiOi  all  tbeir  affairs.  RQ^ng 
the  Engliflh  abort  of  provisions,  he  auppliact  tbeir  laok  iTioet 
geoerouBly,  and  offeied  to  reoder  bhem  auy  servicQ. 

Governor  Bridgivr  was  entirely  enable  to  cope  wilb  tlic  wiles 
of  Eodiafion.  Matters  were  so  arro-Dged  that  Joan  Baptiste 
GroseillJei'3,  his  nephew,  WBfi  left  in  chaT;ge  of  the  foi'ts,  to 
carry  on  the  trade  daring  the  neit  winter,  au3  with  bis  biother- 
in-Uw.  Groseiliiers,  and  Gavcmoi-  Bridgar,  somewhat  of  a 
volantaryprieoner,  EadiEfion  sailed  away  to  Canada  in  GiUam's 
shfp.  On  reaching  Canada  Governor  De  la  Barre  restoi'sd  tha 
ship  to  the  Biigliah,  and  in  it  Bridgai*^  and  Gillam  sailed  to 
Ne^  England,  whE^nce  in  duo  tinao  ihoy  departed  for  EagUnd. 
The  wholo  affair  has  a  Qnixotic  appearanee,  and  it  \B  not  eur- 
prising  that  Eadisson  and  Groaeflliera  ware  ^nuunoned  to 
report  bhemsBlves  to  Colbert  m  France  acid  to  receive  hia 
marked  displeasure*  Their  adventure  had,  however,  been  30 
snoccsBfuI,  and  the  proepects  were  bo  good,  that  the  Ficnoh 
Govej'nment  determined  to  aend  them  oud  ^^ain,  in  two 
bhip^H  to  reap  the  froits  of  the  winber'fl  work  of  the  younger 
GrofieiUiers, 

flow  ooourred  another  of  RadiaaoQ*a  etjoapades^  Tlie  Frenoh 
expedition  was  ready  to  fitart  in  April.  The  day  (34ib)  was 
Tixed.  RadiBftOD  aaked  for  dulay>  pleading  important  private 
buainesa  in  England,  On  Eilay  10th  he  arrived  in  EngUnd, 
and  we  find  hiu^,  without  any  oompunetion,  entering  Into 
negotiations  with  the  Hndson'a  Bay  Company,  and  as  a  result 
pl&ying  the  tr^tor  to  hia  engagements  in  France,  \\\^  native 
country. 

The  entry  in  tho  Company's  minutes  bearing  on  this  aBair 
is  OS  foUows: — 

"  Mait  nth,  1684. 

■*  Sir  James  Hayes  and  Mr.  Young,  that  Peter  Esprii  Radia- 
son  has  tirrived  from  France ;  that  he  has  offered  to  enter  their 
aervioei  that  they  took  him  to  Windsor  and  presented  hun  to 
His  Boyal  HighnosB ;  that  they  had  agreed  to  give  1"^^  &0J- 
por  itnnam,  200^  worth  of  stock,  and  20f.  to  set  hiin  up  to 
proceed  to  Port  Nelson  ;  and  hia  brother  (in-law)  Groseiliiers 
to  have  20«>  per  week,  iJ  he  oome  &om  Frajiee  over  to  Britaiu 
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ftod  be  true.  Ba^aoa  took  the  oath  of  Sdelitj  to  tbe 
Corapa»iy/' 

A  few  dftys  later  Radis^oD  took  the  ship  ?np^  J^fifm  to 
HadBOD  Bay.  SAilJiig  immediately  to  Hftyes  Bivt<r,  E&dtitftoii 
fount!  that  bb  nephew,  J.  Bftptisto  GroseiUierg,  bad  removed 
hie  poet  to  an  i&land  in  tho  rivor.  On  his  being  reachod» 
Badisson  explained  to  htm  the  chimge  that  bad  taken  pt&ce, 
ftdd  ihBit  ha  proposed  to  transfer  ^verj^hmg,  establishment  and 
peltr)',  to  tha  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  Young  GroseiUiera, 
being  loyot  to  France,  objocted  to  this,  but  EudisBoit  stated  that 
Lh«r«  was  no  option,  and  b9  wootd  ho  compelled  lo  submit, 
Tbfi  whole  quani^ity  of  fura  transft^red  to  Badlsaon  by  hiu 
nephew  waa  20,000 — tn  enormoua  captuie  for  the  H^cUon's 
Bay  Compf^y.  lu  the  autumn  Badiason  returnod  in  tho 
Eodsou's  Bay  Company"*  shipj  bringing  the  great  etore  o( 
booty. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  GonmLittee  o£  the  Company  (Ooto- 
ber  7th)T  "a  piu^kt^t  Vp'aa  rectd  from  Pierre  R&diaaou  ahoning 
how  he  bad  brought  his  oonatrymen  to  submi;  to  the  Eugliah. 
Hewaa  thanked,  and  a  grutuity  of  100  guineaa  given  him." 
It  \%  ivleo  stated  tbit  "  a  promiat^  having  been  mjidu  of  20jf.  per 
week  to  Gi'Osoiiiiora,  and  he  not  having  como»  iho  same  ta 
transferred  to  bis  son  in  tb«  bay."  The  minute  likewise  tells 
us  that  "Sir  William  Tcnng  was  giv^n  a  present  of  Bcvea 
muftquaeh  akms  for  being  In etru mental  in  inyiting  Eadiasou 
over  from  France."  Frora  thia  we  inier  that  Sir  Wiltitim,  who, 
as  we  shall  altdrwELrds  see,  was  a  great  friend  and  promoter  of 
Badisson,  had  liaeti  the  active  jigent  in  indnoing  Radiaaon  to 
leave  the  aervioe  of  France  and  eutor  that  of  the  English 
Company. 

The  Company  further  showed  its  appreciation  of  Radiseon'tt 
aervioe  by  voting  him  lOOA  to  he  given  to  four  Frenohraen  left 
behind  in  Hudson  Bay.  Jean  Bapiiabe  GroseilUera,  nepbow  of 
Bodiason,  was  abo  engaged  by  the  Conipany  for  four  years  in 
the  service  at  1001.  a  year.  Eadtsson  aoems  to  have  had  eorou 
dispute  with  the  Conipany  as  to  the  salary  at  thia  time.  On 
Kay  Gtb,  1635.  his  salary  when  out  of  England  was  laiaod  to 
100/.  a  year,  and  800^,  to  hie  ^s-ife  In  ca^e  of  hia  death.  Eadia- 
80n  refused  to  accept  those  terma^    The  Company  Eor  a  time 
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^vould  not  increase  ita  offer,  but  the  time  for  the  «hip  to  (laii 
was  drawing  nigh,  and  the  Commiltee  f^ave  way  and  oddod  to 
the  above  ftuiouEit  lOOZ.  of  stock  to  be  givQu  to  his  wLft>.  JoLd 
Bridgorwaa  iLppomted  G£>vcriio]'at  Port  Noleon  for  tbrco  >car», 
£uicl  Badjsson  Guperintendent  of  the  trEido  there.  Endis^on  was 
fiotisQGd  with  the  new  tcrni^,  and  that  the  Company  was 
ifTCatly  impressed  with  the  yalue  of  hia  services  ia  ectii  in  tlie 
foJEowiDg  eDlry  :  "  A  hogshead  of  claret  being  ordered  for  IiIt, 
H^iason,  '  such  as  Mr  R,  eball  like.'  " 

In  the  ye:Lr  1635-6  all  lirtherto  printed  accoiinta  of  Rodiason 
icAVc  our  radoubtabte  explorer.  We  are,  for  the  history  tip  to 
thia  date,  much  indebted  to  the  Prince  Sooiety  of  Boaton  for 
printing  an  i[it« resting  Tolume  containing  tbe  journals  of 
Rodieson,  whirb  are  preserved  in  the  British  Museum  In 
Londoo  and  iu  tke  Bodleian  Eiibrary  in  Oxford. 

Dr.  N.  E.  Dionne,  the  aocomplished  librarian  of  tlie  Legiala- 
tive  Library,  Quebec,  has  contributed  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Royal  Soui&ly  of  Canada  very  appreciative  nrticlES  entillod, 
"  Chonarb  and  Radisaon."  In  these  he  baa  relied  for  the  detail 
of  facte  of  discovery  almost  entirely  on  the  publication  of  the 
Prince  Society-  Be  has,  however,  added  much  t^enealogicaJ 
and  local  Canadian  material,  which  tends  to  make  the  history  of 
tbeee  early  explorers  more  interesting  than  it  could  otherwieo  be. 

A  resident  of  Mamioba,  who  has  sbown  an  intcrcab  in  tho 
legends  and  early  hl^tor}' of  Canada,  Mr.  L.  A,  Pi-udbomnie, 
Si.  Boniface,  Jud^e  of  the  County,  haa  written  a  amall  voluiud 
of  siity  pogea  on  the  Ufo  of  Eadieson.  Like  tbe  aiticlea  of  Dr. 
DionnOi  thie  volume  depends  entirely  for  its  information  on  the 
publication  of  the  Prince  Society. 

Headers  of  fictian  are  no  doubt  familiar  with  the  appearance 
of  RiLdia&on  in  Gilbert  Fajker's  novel,  "The  Trail  of  tlia 
Sword."  It  ia  unncceesary  to  state  tbat  there  seeine  no 
liisloric  warrant  for  the  statement,  *'  Once  he  atteraptod  Count 
Frontanoc's  Lfe.  He  sold  a  band  of  our  traders  to  the  Iro- 
f^Qois."  TLe  character,  thoroughly  repulsive  in  t^  work  of 
fiction,  doo€  not  look  to  be  tbe  real  Radiason;  and  certtxinly  as 
we  survey  the  bloody  ae^^ne,  which  must  have  haen  intended 
for  a  period  subsequent  to  Frontenac's  return  to  Canada  In 
16S9»  where  Rodisson  fell  done  to  death  by  the  dagger  jutd 
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pistol  of  ihe  muiineer  Bucklaw  ild^  waa  biuied  in  the  hungry 
s<^i  ^e  see  what  wns  purely  imaginary.  OC  couraei  we  ilo  not 
for  a  moment  criticize  tho  ai'l  of  the  historic  novelist,  but 
flimply  state  that  the  piciiu'e  is  not  thu,t  of  the  reiil  Hadisson, 
Uitid  tlijtt  we  ehflj]  find  Rtidisson  aJive  it  ilozen.  or  more  years 
after  Lhc  tragic  end  given  him  by  the  lu-tist. 

These  three  works,  as  well  a^  the  novel,  fi^reo  in  seoiag  in 
BjkdjEscn  a  mi^  of  remarkable  chartiober  a.ad  gi'ea.t  alcUl  B^nd 
adrDjtnesa, 


FUBTHBR    HISTORT, 

The  Prince  Society  ^■olame  states  :  "  We  again  hear  of 
Badisfion  ju  HuJsoi^  Buy  in  J6^,  and  this  Is  hib  last  cp- 
pearanoe  in  public  records  as  fai'  oe  is  known/'  The  only 
other  reference  is  made  by  DionDe  and  Prudhommo  in  st&ting 
that  Charlevoix  declares  *'  tbG,t  KadUson  died  in  Bnglftnd/' 

Patient  seaich  in  the  arclnves  of  the  Hudson'B  Bay  Compjujy 
in  London  has  enabled  the  writer  to  trace  the  historj-  of 
B&disson  on  for  mEkny  yejirs  after  the  duto  given,  and  to  un«artb 
n  niimW  of  vei-y  intei-esting  particulars  connected  with  him; 
indeed,  to  add  some  twenty-five  yeoi-fi  hitherto  unknow^i  to  oar 
ceotury  to  his  life,  and  to  sec  Kim  pass  fiom  view  eaiiy  in 
1710. 

In  16S7,  EadisBon  was  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Company, 
&rd  the  Commilt-ee  decided  tbai  he  should  he  mode  a  denizen 
or  subjecti  of  England.  He  ai'nvod  from  Hudson  Bay  in 
October  of  this  year,  appeared  before  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
puiy  Goromttteei  and  was  welcomed  by  its  members.  It  was 
decided  that  ^0/.  he  given  as  a  gratuity  to  the  adventm'ez-  till 
lie  should  be  again  employed.  On  June  24th,  1C6S,  Badiasou 
again  soiled  in  the  ship  for  Hudson  Bay,  and  dvu'ing  thitt  year 
be  was  paid  lOOl.  as  50  per  conl.  dividend  on  his  200^  worth 
of  stock,  and  in  the  foilcwJng  year  50Z.  &s  25  per  nent.  di^-ideud 
CD  hia  etook.  As  the  following  yeai',  1G90,  was  the  time  of  the 
"  great  dividend/'  Bodisaon  woe  ag&in  rejoiood  by  the  amount 
of  ISOL  M  his  fthnre  of  the  profits. 

The  prosperity  of  the  Company  a^ppeai^  to  have  led  to  an 
era  of  extravagance,  and  to  cci-tiun  dissensions  within  the  Com- 
pany itself.     The  oiaoimts  paid  Badissou   wci'o  smaller  in 
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•'  6i  The  Company  reoeiv^  from  Fort  Nelson,  aft€i-  he  gave 

it  tlioini  lOO.QOOt.  worth  of  furs,  whiob  is  now  believed 

would  havd  been  lofit,  ^th  theii-  whok  interest  in  the 

bjiy,  if  be  haH  not  joined  thein  wlieu  invitt^. 

'^  7.  The  original  ^ctioDs  ^nd  the  100^  reverb  to  the  Company 

Bit  hia  death' 
"  d'  Inooixie  inadequate  to  maintain  wife  and  children  iu 

London. 
"9-  Debts  grea.t  from   necuselty^     Would  be  compelled  to 

leave  wife  and  ohildicn  and  ahtit  for  bimaoli, 
"10.  He  cannot  sell  original  actions,  ainoe  they  oease  with 

bis  hie. 
*'  Hh  Of  King  Charles'  many  lecommend^tions  to  kinduegs 

ol  CompEUsy. 
■ '  12.  French  have  a  price  on  his  bead  as  a  traitor,  so  that  be 

oannot  aafely  go  home. 
*'  13.  Mr.   YouQg  further  pleads  that  ae  Mr-  lUdisson  was 
the  mithor  of  the  Company's  prosperity,   bo  ho  (Mr, 
Young)  was  the  firat  to  persuade  him  to  join  their 
service.    That  he  (Mr.  Young)  hiid  been  offered  a  reward 
for  his  services  in  perauading  him,  ivbich  he  hiid  utterly 
refused.     £ut  now  that  this  I'eward  be  given  in  the 
ioi-m  of  maiclenanoe  for  Eadiaeon  in  hia  great  noeessity, 
Ac," 
The  Cominittee   passoa  over  the  sketch  of   Radissou's  life 
which  tbey  do  not  gainsay. 

In  the  seooud  paragraph,  they  obaerve  that  Mr.  Young 
Klated  their  neglect  lo  maintain  Mr.  Hadiaeon  without  mc^nDion- 
ing  iheir  reoBone  for  so  doing,  which  might  ba,s'e  shown  whether 
it  wiia  their  unkindncaa  or  HadJaHon's  deaert- 

They  go  on  to  iike  notice  of  the  fact  tbit  about  1681  or  1682, 
Rudleaoii  and  Gro&eillief^  entertid  into  another  contract  with 
tbs  Company  and  racclved  201.  I^tx3u  aftcrwaj-da  they  ah- 
&oonded»  went  to  France,  and  tbcnoc  lo  Can^Lda,  Neiit  ye^r 
they  joined  their  countrymen  iu  oja  expedition  to  Port  Nelson, 
uiiniated  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Abram  to  the  Company  that  It 
was  the  best  plaoe  for  a  factoiy.  Tbey  took  tlicir  two  harks  up 
aa  far  (la  they  dorat  tor  Eeitr  of  the  English.  Then  the  French 
In  the  fall  built  ib  small  hut,  which  Mr.  Young  says  was  too 
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strcng  for  eilher  New  Englrtnd  oi'  Old  Englnncl  without  pu:ia 
or  wofks — a  place  merely  i«  sJeep  in,  manned  only  \riih  seven 

This  eipedition,  Mr  Young  Baitb,  viw  at  firat  pre  judicial  Lo 
the  Company,  but  afterward  of  gioal  adntntago,  which  hs 
obQQOt  apprehend. 

In  another  place  Mr,  Young  is  pleased  to  state  that  the  New 
England  settlement  wan  so  strong  that  the  Old  could  net 
deatroy  ibn  Old  Knglasd  aettlemenb  waa  only  &  bouse  un- 
fortified, which  Bridgar  built  to  koop  the  goods  dx7,  because 
Gillam'a  boat  arrived  late. 

"1,  Mr.  Young  snye  alt  are  in  favour  of  Radisson  but  Sir 
Edward  Dering,  we  have  not  met  with  any  who  are  in  faTout 
but  Mr.  yotmg.    Thoee  who  give  gratuity  ahGoJd  know  why- 

"  2.  That  he  hod  no  place  or  honour  given  hira  ia  no  reaeon 
for  giving  gratuity,  there  being  no  contract  in  the  caae. 

"3.  Novsr  found  him  accused  of  cheating  and  purloioicg. 
but  breach  of  contract  with  Company,  e^fter  receiving  their 
moriey,  we  do  find  him  guilty  of. 

"  4.  Sftye  he  never  did  capitulate  with  the  Company.  Find 
he  did  (sea  minutos),  May  Gih,  16S5, 

"  5,  Cannot  believe  Eadieson  was  bef^ten  by  the  Compaoy*8 
serrants.     Greater  inoreaao  oE  fum  after  lie  loft,  Ao.,  Ac,  Ao," 

This  memorial  and  its  answer  show  the  rather  unreasonable 
position  tftkerL  by  tJia  Compory,  In  the  time  of  its  admiiatiou 
for  Badiason  and  of  fit  dividends,  it  liad  provided  libern,!  things  ; 
but  when  money  become  soarce,  then  it  waa  dispoeod  to  make 
matters  pleasing  to  itself,  despite  the  claims  of  Radi^soti.  Tn 
the  year  foTlowing  ihEt  prosecuting  of  the  memoriah  it  is  stated 
in  the  minutes  that"  Radissou  was  repreaenled  to  the  Company 
as  in  A  low  and  mean  oonditioD/'  At  this  time  it  was  ordered 
that  dO^  be  paid  Badisson  and  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  next 
dividend. 

The  unreasonable  position  asa^imed  by  the  Company,  in  with- 
holding a  part  of  the  salary  which  they  bad  promised  in  good 
faith,  filled  Radiaeon  with  a  sense  of  injustice.  No  doubt 
guided  by  his  Friend,  fiir  William  Youcg,  who,  on  occomjt  of 
bis  pefflistance  on  behalf  of  the  adventurer,  waa  now  dropped 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Company^  BadisBon  filed  a  bill  ia 
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Chancery  against  the  Company,  &nd  io  July,  1691,  notloe  of 
this  was  served  upon  tho  Committee. 

Much  constamation  appeara  lo  hare  filled  their  mladH,  and 
tlie  Deptity-Goverior,  Sir  Smuiicl  Clark,  reported  sbortly  after 
having  used  200^  lor  secret  senice,  tho  mattei'  being  seem- 
ingly coiiTiQctE:d  vritU  this  eikse. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  infineroe  of  the  Company,  the 
justice  ot  Radisson's  cloima  prevailed,  uid  the  Court  o( 
Chanoery  ordered  the  payment  of  utoeu'b  in  full.  Ths  Oom- 
Doittoe  afterwards  met  Sir  William  Young  and  Richard 
CradocV,^  who  upheld  Rsxdisson's  claim.  It  ia  reported  ^kt 
they  agi^ed  bo  settle  the  matter  hy  paying  Radisaou  L50f.,  be 
giving  a  i-elease,  and  that  he  shotild  he  paid,  under  seal,  10CU> 
per  annimD  for  life,  except  ia  thofle  years  when  the  Company 
should  make  a  dividend*  and  then  bnt  50^  according  to  the 
original  agreement.  Radisson  then  received,  »b  the  minutes 
ehow,  his  8ttlai-y  regularly  from  this  time* 

In  1698,  the  Company  asked  lor  tho  renewal  by  Parliament 
of  its  Charter.  BadisBon  petitioned  Parliament  for  fionaidera^ 
tion.  nakiog  that  before  the  request  made  by  the  Company  for 
the  QOELfirmELbioQ  of  the  privileges  sought  were  granted,  that  a 
ol&use  should  he  inserted  protecting  him  in  the  regular  pay- 
ment of  the  amounts  due  to  him  from  time  to  lime  hy  Uie 
Company, 

At  bhe  time  of  his  petition  to  Parliament  he  states  that  he 
has  four  young  obildren,  and  has  only  the  100^  a  year  given 
by  the  Company  to  live  on.  In  the  year  1700  be  waa  still 
BtniggUng  with  hi*  atiiutened  circucnstanees,  for  in  that  year 
be  applied  to  tho  Company  to  be  appointed  warehouse -keeper 
for  the  London  premrscs,  bnt  his  application  was  refused. 
Hi&  children,  of  whom  he  is  said  to  have  hod  nino,  appear  to 
have  passed  over  to  Canada  and  to  have  become  a  part  of  tJie 
Cftnadtan  people,  HJa  brother-in-law,  Oroaeilliers,  had  also 
returned  to  his  adopted  Canada,  bnt  is  stated  to  have  died 
before  1698. 

Regulai-ly  during  the  sTionaediag  yeai-a  the  qaai-terly  Amount 
is  voted  to  EadisBon  hy  the  Company,  until  January  Gth,  1710. 
wbSQ  tho  last  quota  of  12^  IO0.  waa  ordered  to  bo  given* 
About  thie  time,  at  the  npo  age  of  sevanty-four,  paflsed  away 
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Pierre  Esprit  Bn^isaon,  one  of  the  moat  daring  a-od  ingenioas 
men  of  bis  time.  We  know  nothing  of  hi*  death,  e:tcept  from 
the  fsiot  that  his  pension  ceaaed  to  lie  p&id. 

Judge  Pradhomme,  to  whose  appreoxative  oketoh  of  Rodiaeon 
in  French  we  have  iJready  referred,  well  euirunaiizes  hia  life. 
We  translate ; — 

'*  What  a  etraoge  eiiatence  waa  tbnl  oi  this  mn-n  !  By  tuma 
discoverer,  officer  of  m^rinej  orgELnizei'  ajid  founder  of  the  moat 
oommerQial  compaisy  whJt^  has  existed  in  North  America,  hta 
life  prsaenta  an  aF^boniahing  variety  of  hum&n  ejpenenoea. 

"  He  may  be  aecQ  paseti^g  alternately  from  the  wl^ama  of 
the  miecrabte  aav&^GS  to  the  court  of  the  groat  Colbert ;  from 
managing  chiefa  of  the  tribes  to  addi'essing  the  moat  illuBtrioiia 
nobles  of  Great  Britain, 

"  Hifl  courage  was  of  a  high  oi'der.  He  looked  death  m  the 
fiLce  more  than  a  hundiY^  timeB  without  trepidivtion.  He 
braved  the  torturer  an<t  the  fltalce  Aiaong  the  Ircquoifi,  the 
treacherous  stratagems  of  the  a&vages  of  the  Wefit^  the  rigorova 
v4nt«Ls  of  the  Hudscii  Bay.  and  the  li'opioaJ  beat  of  the 
Antillea. 

*'  Of  an  fldventnroUB  natiirej  drawn  UTeBistibly  to  rogiooQ 
unlcjiowf],  carried  on  by  the  enthubja^m  of  hia  voyages,  aJwaye 
ready  bo  push  out  into  now  dangers,  he  could  have  been  made 
by  Fcunimore  Cooper  one  cf  the  lieroee  of  hia  moat  exciting 
romancea- 

"  The  picture  of  his  life  conaequ^ntly  preaenta  many  oon- 
trasle.  The  life  of  a  biLgand,  which  he  led  with  a  party  of 
Iroquois*  caariot  be  oipkincd  away* 

*'  He  was  blamable  in  a  hke  manner  for  having  doaerted  the 
ftrkg  of  Prance,  his  native  country.  The  first  time  we  might, 
perhaps,  piirdon  him,  for  he  was  the  victim  of  grave  injustice 
on  the  part  of  the  government  cf  the  colony, 

"  No  exousQCOuld  justify  hia  flecond  desertion.  He  had  none 
[pO  offer,  not  one.  He  avowed  very  canilldly  that  he  aought 
the  ijcrvice  ol  England  beuiUBe  be  preferred  it  to  that  of 
France. 

•■  In  marrying  the  daughter  of  Mr,  John  Kirke,  he  seems 
to  have  eapouaed  a]so  the  oatiionFLlity  of  her  fHULJly.  As  for 
him,  be  would  have  needed  bo  change  the  proverb,  andr  in  the 
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place  of  ^  One  who  mamea  &  hnabaad  takea  hia  oountry/  to- 
Bay,  '  One  who  marriea  a  wife  t&kea  her  ooontry.^ 

"  The  oeldbrated  disoover  of  ihe  North-Weat,  the  illustrious 
Le  Verandrye,  has  as  maoh  aa  Badiason,  and  even  more  than 
he,  of  just  reason  to  oomploin  of  the  Ingratitude  of  France ; 
yet  how  different  was  hie  conduct  1 

"  Just  as  hia  perseontiotta  have  placed  upon  the  head  of  the 
first  a  new  halo  of  glory,  so  they  have  oaeb  upon  the  brow  oT 
the  seoond  an  inefboeable  atain. 

"Souls  truly  noble  do  not  seek  in  treason  the  reoompense 
for  the  lif^ts  denied  them." 


CHAPTER  YI. 


FBBKCH    RITiLHY. 


The  golden  lilies  in  dAn^^or— "  Tu  urrvst  RrvliBBoti  '^—Tho  land  called 
■'CulcDOWf;'' — Achainof  oloim— Im^inftrypretanaioofl — ChoTAlief 
d«  Troj^oa — Tba  brave  Lomornaa— Hiidaon  Bay  forts  captured  — 
A  litipoiifl  covemor — Lnugh  tt  trefttios— The  glory  of  Prttnoe— 
BnoriQoiis  olaiina — ConBeqiioDtial  damagQA. 

Ths  two  great  D^tJons  which  wcro  Boeldng  supremacy  in  North 
America  c^me  into  ooUision  ilII  too  soon  on  the  shores  of 
HodsOD  Bay,  Along  Lheshor^^of  tha  Ablanbic,  Eoglaod  cT vmed 
New  England  and  much  of  the  coast  to  tbe  soutbwai-dK 
France  was  equally  bent  on  holding  New  Frojioc  and  Acadia. 
Now  ihab  England  bad  begun  to  oocupy  Hndaon  Bay,  France 
wftB  alarmecl,  for  tho  enemy  would  be  on  her  northern  ob  well 
as  on  her  aoulheru  border.  No  doubt*  too,  France  feared  that 
her  great  rivaJ  would  aooo  seek  to  drivo  hor  golden  liliea  back 
10  Ihe  Old  World,  for  New  Franco  would  be  a  wedge  between 
tbe  norlhern  and  southern  posaesaions  of  England  in  the  New 
World. 

The  movement  loading  to  the  first  voyage  to  Hudflon  Bayby 
Gillam  and  hia  company  waa  cai^efully  watchod  by  the  French 
Goverament.  In  Februaiy^  1663,  at  whiuli  tiraa  Gillarr/a 
expedition  had  not  yet  sailed,  the  MarqtiJs  do  Denonville. 
Govornor  of  Canada,  appointed  an  o^ocr  to  go  in  scorob  of  the 
most  advantageous  poats  and  occupy  tba  shores  of  the  Bitie 
du  Nord  and  the  embouchures  of  Lhe  rivers  that  entnr 
therein.  Among  olher  things  6he  governor  gave  orders  '*io 
ureab  especially  the  said  Radiason  and  bis  adheraots  wherever 
Ihty  may  hv  foond," 

Imendant  ThIcd,  in  I6T0,  sent  homo  word  to  M.  Colbert  hbat 
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&bipa  had  been  seoa  neu"  HudBon  Day,  and  ih^b  it  w&s  Ukoly 
that  Cihcy  woi-c  Eaglisb,  bad  wcra  "  under  Lho  guidjLQOd  of  a 
mftD  dea  Grozeliers,  formerly  n.n  inhabitant  of  Canada-" 

The  alarm  oaaeed  tha  IVench  by  tlio  movemc<ritB  cf  the 
English  a^veriturers  was  do  doubt  increased  by  the  belief  that 
Hudson  Bay  wils  included  in  Fi'enoh  tenitory.  The  quoation 
of  TChat  Gonatituted  owner&biipor  prionty  of  claim  was  at  thjfi 
tiiue  &  "^^rj  diificuU  one  among  Ihe  iiationa,  Wltetber  mere 
discovery  or  teuiponu7  ocoupolaon  coald  give  the  tight  of 
owaorship  v^tiA  much  questioned.  Cotoaization  would  oei^ainly 
be  admitted  to  do  so,  provided  there  bad  been  founded  "  certain 
eBtabliBhrnenlB."  But  the  claim  of  Fiibiice  upon  Hudson  Buy 
woidd  appeal'  to  have  hsen  en  the  mere  ground  of  the  Hadaon 
Bay  regicu  being  oontiguoue  or  neigbboiuaag  territory  to  that 
held  by  the  French. 

TlLi^  firat  clnim  made  by  FrAuee  wa^  under  the  coramisftion, 
as  Viceroy  to  Canada,  giren  in  1640  by  the  French  King  to 
Siour  de  Boberval,  %vhioh  no  douM  covered  the  region  about 
Hudson  Bay,  though  not  efit^ciFying  it.  In  1598  Lescarbot 
Btfllos  that  the  commiaaion  cjiven  to  De  La  Eoche  contained  the 
foUoiffiiig:  "New  France  baa  for  its  boundaries  on  the  west 
the  Paoifio  OoeflJi  within  the  Tropic  of  Cancer ;  on  the  south 
the  inlands  of  the  Atlantic  towards  Cuba  aiid  Eiepatiiota;  on 
the  easti  the  Northern  Sea  which  washes  ita  shores,  etribmcLag 
in  the  north  the  land  oalicd  Unknown  toward  (he  Froeen  Sea, 
up  to  the  Arctic  Pole." 

The  sturdy  common  sense  of  Anglo-Saxon  England  refused 
to  be  bound  by  tbe  oontention  tbnt  a  region  admittedly 
"  Unknown  "  could  be  held  on  a  mere  formal  cliiim. 

The  English  pointod  out  that  one  oF  their  cxp'^ditions  under 
Henry  Hudfton  in  1610  had  actually  diaooveted  the  Bay  and 
given  it  ita  name  ;  that  Sir  Thomas  Button  immediately  there- 
after had  visited  the  west  i^ide  of  the  Bay  and  «civen  it  the  name 
of  New  Wales ;  tbivt  Captain  Jamea  had,  about  a  score  of  year^ 
after  Hudson,  gone  to  the  part  of  the  Bay  whieh  contlnuod  to 
beai'  hia  name,  and  tliiil  Captain  Fox  biul  in  the  Kame  year 
reached  the  west  side  of  the  Bay.  Thi^  chain  of  discovery  was 
opposed  to  the  fanciful  claims  made  by  Fj'anee.  Tho  strength 
of  the  English  contention,  now  oo/orccd  by  actual  occupation 
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and  the  ereotion  of  Cb&rlee  Fort,  mode  it  neceaflLry  to  obtain 

some  ne»  basis  of  objectidn  to  iht^  claim  oF  Enghiid, 

It  is  haid  to  re&iat  the  ooQOluiiio]i  tKnt  u.  doiiberate  effort  w*e 
mftde  to  invGDt  eouia  grouod  of  prior  di&covory  id  otder  to  meet 
the  visible  argiunenC  of  a  foit  now  occupied  hy  tlie  KnglJsh. 
U.  de  I*  Potberie,  bistori&n  of  New  Fianoe.  mttde  Uie  assertion 
thflpt  Radisson  and  GroBeillieJ's  had  crossed  from  Lako  Superiot' 
to  the  B&ie  du  Nord  (Hudson  Bay]-  It  is  tnio,  as  we  hiive 
seen,  tb&t  Oldmiion,  the  British  writer  oi  a  generation  or-  two 
later,  stales  the  Humia  bhing.  Thi^  claim  is,  hoTvevcrt  completely 
met  by  the  statemettt  toade  by  HadissoQ  of  hia  third  voyage, 
that  they  heard  only  from  the  IndiiLns  on  Lake  Superior  of  the 
Northern  lijiy,  but  had  not  crossed  to  it  by  land.  Wa  have 
disposed  of  Ibe  matter  o(  hia  fourth  voyage.  The  same  historian 
alito  puts  forw&rd  what  eeems  to  he  pore  mytb,  that  oqo  Jean 
Boordon,  ^  bV^nchmau,  entei-ed  the  Bay  in  1656  and  engaged, 
in  trade^  It  was  stated  »Ibo  that  a  priest,  AVllUam  Coutnre, 
EiBQt  by  Governor  D'Avangour  of  New  France,  had  in  1G63, 
made  a  mitsi^ary  establiahment  on  the  Bay.  Thoso  are 
unoonhrmeil  statotnents,  having  no  details,  and  are  euapicloua 
in  their  time  of  origination.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
fti]TiWT?r  states  that  Bourdon's  voyage  was  to  another  part  of 
Canada,  going  cnh~  to  63°  N-»  and  not  to  the  Bay  at  all. 
Though  PUtivtily  unsupported,  these  olaimH  were  reiterated  ai* 
lat«  as  1657  by  Hon.  Joseph  Cauchoa  in  his  ease  on  hehnlf  of 
Cumda.  u.  Hndson'H  Bay  Company.  M.  Jeremie,  who  was 
Governor  of  the  Frenob  forta  in  Hudaon  Bay  in  1713,  inakc* 
the  atatement  that  Eadisoon  and  GrosciiliorB  had  visited  tho 
B^r  OverUod,  for  which  there  is  no  warrant,  but  the  Governor 
does  not  speak  of  Bourdon  or  Couture.  Tbie  contradiction  of 
De  la  Potherie's  cUim  ia  aurely  sufficient  proof  that  there  ia  no 
#^Ound  for  crodenoo  of  tho  stones,  which  ai-o  purely  apooryphab 
It  ia  but  just  lo  state,  however,  that  the  original  claim  of 
Boberva)  and  De  W  Bocbe  had  some  weight  in  the  negottatioaa 
which  took  place  i>etweeu  the  French  and  En^sh  Govommenta 
OTW  this  malton 

M.  Colbert,  the  energetic  Prime  Minister  of  France,  at  any 
nvle  m^de  up  his  mind  thiit  the  English  inuat  bn  eieluded 
from  Hudson  B»y.     Furtbermorc,  the  fur  trade  of  Canada  was 
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bfigiamng  to  feel  very  dffltidedty  tho  inflnenoQ  DftbeSnglub 
h^ern  in  turning  tUe  trade  to  tLeir  factorJea  on  Hudeon  Bay. 
The  French  Prime  MiniBter,  in  1678,  aont  word  to  DuchosnAU, 
the  iQt^d&nl  of  Canada,  to  dispute  the  rigbt  of  the  English 
to  etrerat  facloiiQ^  on  Hndson  Bay.  Radlaaon  and  Groaeilliera, 
ftSTOC  hnve  suen>  hud  befcj'u  ttiia  Uuie  des^rLcd  the  Bervlce  cf 
England  and  returned  to  that  of  l^Vance.  With  tho  approval 
of  the  Frenob  Government,  theaa  facile  agents  saUed  to 
Cntiitd^  and  began  the  oi^ariization,  in  16S1,  of  a  new  associa- 
tion, to  be  known  as  "The  Northern  Company."  Fitted  out 
with  twoBULall  bai-kSt  h&  St.  Pierre  and  La  Sta.  Anna,  m  163Q, 
the  adventnrere,  withibeir  oompnnione,  appeared  before  Charles 
Fart,  whioh  GroseiTlfers  had  helped  to  build,  but  do  not  seem 
to  have  made  any  hostila  demonstration  agaiuBt  it.  Paaaiug 
away  to  the  vcat  side  of  the  Bay,  tbeae  ehrcwd  o?qplorora 
euMi'ed  the  River  Ste.  Thereee  (the  Hayea  River  of  to-day) 
And  there  erected  an  eHtablJahment,  whioh  they  called  F^rt 
Bourboo- 

Tbie  was  really  one  of  the  best  trading  points  on  tho  Bay. 
Some  diepute  a^  to  even  the  occupancy  of  this  point  took  plaoe. 
but  it  would  seeni  as  if  Radlaaon  and  Groseillierg  had  the 
prionty  of  a  few  months  over  the  Engliah  party  that  came  to 
e&tabUfih  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  odjoinini^  Eivcv  Noleon^ 
Tho  t^o  adventurers,  Radissou  and  GroseiMiei's,  in  the  follow- 
ing year  en.me,  as  we  have  seen,  with  their  sbip-load  of  peltries 
bo  Canada,  and  it  is  charged  that  they  attempted  bo  unload  a 
part  of  theii"  cargo  of  furs  beforo  reaching  Quebec.  This  led  to 
A  quarrel  between  them  and  the  Kortbem  Company,  and  the 
adroit  fuv  tradei's  again  left  the  ucrviee  of  France  to  find  their 
way  hack  to  Enf^land.  We  have  already  seen  how  completely 
these  two  Frenchmen,  in  tb©  year  1684,  took  advantage  of  their 
owm  ooiintiy  at  Fort  Bourbon  and  turned  over  the  furs  to  tbe 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

The  sense  of  injury  produced  on  the  minds  of  tho  Frenob  by 
the  treacheiy  of  these  adventurers  stirred  tho  authoritiee  up  to 
attack  the  po&t9  in  Hudson  Bay.  Governoi"  Denonville  now 
oame  hoat'tily  to  the  aid  of  the  Northetn  CoQipa.ny,  and  com- 
luiseioned  Chevalior  de  Troyes  to  orgauize  an  overland  eicpedi- 
tion  fi  otn  Queboo  to  Hudson  Bay.    The  love  of  adventure  was 
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sLrong  in  the  brensta  of  tbe  young  FVencJi  Tiofr/eue  in  Canada. 
Fcmr  brothers  oE  the  family  Le  Moyna  b^  become  knowo  for 

their  deeds  of  valour  ilong  the  Enghsh  frontier.  Leader 
vnong  tbe  vuloroua  Pi'ertch  Canadians  wag  Le  Moyne  D'lber- 
viIIh,  who,  though  but  twenty- f oh i"  years  of  age,  had  already 
performed  prodigies  of  daring.  Mariccurl,  his  brother,  was 
liQotber  6(rry  epirit,  who  wae  known  to  the  Ircxjuola  by  a  aame 
fiignifyiog  '*the  Uttk  bird  ^vbich  \%  alwa^ya  in  motioc/' 
Another  leader  waa  8te.  Hflune.  With  a  party  of  ohoeeii  men 
these  intrepid  spints  left  tbe  St.  Lawrence  in  March,  1GB6> 
ftnd  threaded  the  streaniB  of  the  Laiu-enlian  range  to  the  shore 
of  Hudson  Bay. 

After  nearly  thiee  months  tjf  the  most  dangerous  and 
«Kcitirig  ftdrentoreH,  thepa,i-ty  reached  their  deatiQ&tion.  Tbe 
oflicserB  and  men  of  the  Hudion'a  Bay  Company's  aei-vico  wore 
chiefly  civilians  unfu;cListonied  to  war,  and  were  greatly  sur* 
priced  by  the  sudden  appeai'ance  upon  tbe  DB.y  of  their  doughty 
aotagoniata.  At  the  month  of  the  Moose  River  one  of  the 
Hndoon'n  Bay  CompEtny  forts  wo,^  eituatetl,  and  here  the  first 
ftttaek  waB  made,  U  wits  a  foit  of  considerable  importance 
having  four  haiitiona,  and  was  iiianDi?d  hy  fourteeii  guuR.  It 
however,  fell  before  the  fierce  £LBsanU  of  the  forest  rangers. 
The  chief  offonoe  in  the  eyes  of  the  Freneh  was  Charles  Fort 
■on  the  Rupert  River,  that  being  the  tinit  construeteil  by  the 
English  Company.  This  wofi  hIso  captured  and  ite  fortifiea^ 
tions  thrown  down.  At  tbe  same  time  that  tho  main  body 
were  attaokiog  Chai'lcs  Fort,  the  brothers  Le  Moyne,  with  a 
handful  of  picfeed  men,  stealthily  approached  in  two  canoes 
«fie  of  the  Compuny's  vessels  in  the  Bay  and  Bucceeded  in 
taking  it, 

Tbe  largest  fort  on  the  Bfky  ^as  that  in  the  morehy 
region  on  Albany  Rfver,  It  was  ^ub^tanliiiHlIy  built  with  four 
bastLonE  and  was  provided  with  forty-three  guns.  The  rajijdity 
of  movement  and  military  akill  of  the  French  expeditiou  oom- 
plotoJy  paralyzed  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ofiiciala  and 
men.  Governor  Sargeant,  though  having  in  Albany  Fort  furs 
to  the  value  of  ^,000  crowns,  after  a  tilight  resietance 
eurrendered  withoui  the  honours  of  wjir,  The  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  employes  were  given  permission  to  return  to  England, 
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Knd  in  the  meftnLimB  the  GoTQmor  and  bifi  Attendanbd  were 
taken  to  Ctarlbon  Isl&ud  and  tlie  reat  of  the  priai^ners  to  Mooad 
Fort.  D'Ibarvillo  ftltccwarda  took  the  pHaotiers  to  Kriaoo, 
whence  they  came  back  to  Englaod.  y 

A  abort  Ume  ufbar  ^ia  the  Gouipany  showed  itn  dlsappi-oval 
of  Governor  8B.rgerkrit'a  course  in  surrendtiring  Fott  Albany  ao 
readily'  Thinking  tliay  could  miLrk  thl^ir  dia approbation  more 
strongly,  they  brojgbt  an  action  rLgainat  Goremor  Sargeant  in 
Lbe  oourt^  to  recover  2D,000^  After  tha  suit  had  gone  somo 
diatauoo,  they  s^rood  to  refer  the  mattei^  to  acbitratiouH  and  the 
caac  was  oudod  by  the  Company  having  to  pjiy  to  the  Governor 
350^.  The  affair,  being  a  family  quarrel,  oauBod  some  imuse- 
ment  to  the  public, 

Tbe  only  place  of  importance  uow  remaining  to  the  English 
on  Hudaon  Bay  waa  Port  Nelaon,  which  wae  near  the  Pronoh 
Fort  Bourbon,  DTberville,  utlliaiiig  the  vessel  be  had  cap- 
tured on  the  Bfty^  went  hpu^k  to  Quebau  in  theautuuin  of  1GB7 
with  the  rich  booLy  of  fura  taken  at  the  di^ereub  pojnt^> 

These  evonta  having  taken  place  at  a  time  when  the  two 
QonnCriea,  Franoe  and  England,  were  nomiually  at  peace, 
oegoliatlon^  took  place  between  the  two  powers, 

Latio  in  the  year  LSSG  a  treaty  of  nentidity  was  signed,  and 
it  waa  hoped  that  peace  would  ensue  on  Hudson  Bay.  This 
doo3  not  aG^m  to  bu\-o  h€^f?u  the  case,  howe7er,  and  both  parties 
blame  eaoh  other  for  not  observing  the  terms  of  the  Act  of 
Paci6aation.  D'lbsrvilla  defended  Albany  Fort  from  a  Bribiah 
attack  in  1639,  departed  in  tbat  year  for  Quebec  with  a  ship- 
load of  fuTB,  aiid  returned  to  Hudson  Bay  In  the  following 
year.  During  the  war  which  grew  out  of  tha  Eevo!utioii< 
Albany  Fort  obanged  handa  again  to  the  Eogliab,  and  waa 
afterwards  retaken  by  tbe  Frenoh*  after  which  a  Strong 
English  force  (1693)  c&poBseaaed  themselves  of  it  For  some 
lime  English  aupremaey  was  mainlaiued  on  tbrt  Bay,  but  the 
French  merely  waited  their  time  to  attack  Fort  Bourbon, 
which  they  regarded  as  m  a  speaial  sense  their  own.  In  1594 
D'IberTille  visited  the  Bay.  besieged  and  took  Fort  Bourlion, 
and  reduced  the  place  witb  V\^  two  frigattr^.  Hi»  hnjLtier  De 
Chateauguay  was  killed  during  the  siege. 

In  1697  the  Bay  again  fell  into  Engliab  hcinda,  and  D'lber- 
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ville  WAS  put  in  oommand  of  a  squadron  e«ni  out  foi-  bioi  from 
FriLncc,  and  witb  this  ha  edled  for  Hiideon  I3ay.  The  expe^- 
tioD  broni^ht  unending  glory  to  France  and  the  young  com- 
m&nder.  Though  cne  of  hiB  warebipa  wab  crufibcd  in  the  ioa 
in  the  HtidaoD  BtfFkits  fuid  his  remaining  vc&boIb  OOuJd  no- 
where he  seen  when  be  reached  tb^  open  waters  of  tbe  Bny, 
yet  he  br&veJy  ^led  Lc»  Port  Nelson,  piirposirg  to  invest  it  in 
hie  oco  ship,  the  DtXico.^,  AniTed  at  his  sltttion  he  observeil 
th&t  be  was  chut  in  oq  the  rear  by  three  English  men-of-war. 
Hie  condition  uas  desp&r&Le:  be  ha^d  not  his  full  oomplemenC 
of  men*  and  some  of  tboee  on  boftrd  were  aiclc.  His  vessel  bad 
but  fift^j^ns;  the  Engiiab  vessels  carried  anions  tbem  124. 
Tbe  English  vessels,  lbs  Hnmpshiie,  tbe  Der'tng^  and  tba 
HiuUoji't  Barjt  all  opened  fire  upon  him.  During  a  hot  engage- 
ment,Qp  well-aimed  broadside  from  the  Pelican  aiuik  the  Hawip- 
a/tirc  with  all  her  saila  flying,  and  everything  on  board  waa 
ioet;  the  Hitdsott's  Bay  surrendered  unconditiontUly,  and  the 
iJerijig  succeeded  in  making  her  eecape.  After  this  naval  dt:tel 
I) 'Iberville's  mis&ing  vetfsels  appeared,  ;LnJ  the  commander, 
landing  a  sulficieut  number  of  men,  invested  aiid  took  Port 
Nelson.  Tbe  v:hote  of  the  Hudson  Bny  territory  tbna  came 
into  the  poBsesftion  of  the  Frenob,  The  miLtter  has  alwitys, 
hou'ever,  been  looked  at  in  the  light  of  the  brilliant  aabieve- 
tnent  of  this  soion  of  tbe  Le  Moynes. 

Few  careers  have  had  the  uninterrupted  sitccecs  of  that  of 
Pierre  Le  Moyne  D'lberviJle,  although  this  fortune  reached 
its  climax  in  tl:e  exploit  in  Hudson  Bay,  Nine  yenrfi  after- 
wards the  briiliant  soldier  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Havana-,  after 
he  had  done  bia  beat  in  a  coloni^ution  euterpnao  to  the  mouth 
of  tbo  Missiseippi  which  was  none  too  successfu].  Though  the 
ti-eaty  of  RyBwi<;li|  negotiatetl  Jn  tliis  year  of  D'lhervilla'H 
InuTuphs,  brought  for  tbe  time  the  oessation  of  bostlliliea,  yet 
nearly  fifteen  ycjus  cf  rivah?,  and  for  much  of  tbe  time  aotive 
warfare,  left  Ihoir  serious  traces  on  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
affiLir^.  A  p^ruaal  of  the  minutes  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
(lany  duinng  thifl  period  gives  ocoaeional  glimpses  of  the  state 
of  war  previxilingT  although  it  must  be  admitted  not  so  vivid  a 
picture  as  might  have  been  eipected.  As  was  quite  natnraJ, 
the  details  of  attacks,  defejiceB^  surrenderdj  and  parleys  come 
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bo  UB  Ej'QLn  Frenob  sources  rather  thui  from  tbe  Gompftuy'a 
books.  That  the  FroaciT  acijoiiiita  ai'e  oorroot  ia  fully  sub- 
atontiatod  by  tbo  momoriaJa  pi'eBoatcd  by  tho  Comp«Dy  to  tbe 
Briliah  Govenuoent*  asking  Cor  recotapvDse  for  loasea  gub- 
Wued. 

In  1C87  &  petition  wag  prepared  by  tbe  Hudaon's  Bay  Com- 
pany, luid  u  oopy  of  it  18  (ouod  \\\  oao  of  tb<i  lottor-booka  of  tbe 
Gompftny,  Thia  deals  to  some  extent  witb  tbe  contention  of 
tha  Frencb  king,  wbicb  bad  bdcn  loilgeit  with  tbe  Bntiah 
Goyemmeot,  olalmuog  priority  of  ownership  of  tbe  regiouA 
Orbout  Hudson  Bay.  Tba  argumenta  advanced  (lto  obiefly 
those  to  wbiob  we  have  ab-eaiy  refeired.  The  ckim  fof  com- 
pecfiation  made  upon  the  BriliUb  GoveriiiueDt  by  tbe  Company 
la  a  revelation  of  bow  seriously  the  French  rivalry  baxl  inter- 
fei-od  with  tho  progress  of  the  fur  trade.  After  still  more 
fieriouB  oonfiict  b&d  taken  place  in  tbe  Bay,  and  the  Company 
bad  oome  to  h*i  apprehensivo  for  its  very  existence,  anotber 
petition  was  laid  before  His  Majesty  William  111^10  1694. 
This  petition,  which  aUo  ooutaLned  tbe  main  facts  oE  tbe  claim 
of  1687,  ia  so  important  that  we  give  some  of  tbe  details  of  it. 
It  is  proper  to  state,  however,  that  a  piirt  of  tbe  demaiid  is 
mode  up  of  what  has  since  been  known  Ehs  *'  consequential 
cUunagcaH"  and  that  in  cona&quenoc  tbe  matter  lingered  on  for 
at  least  tvro  decades, 

Tbe  dunsgea  claimed  were : — 

168?.     Captain  GiJlam  and  carg^i   i^i  Prin^f   Pup^rt 
(Captiiiii   afifl    a   niimlwr  iff   raeti,  earao, 
ahin  all  loAt  in  hostilitiefl.)     Goi^ra^nr  Bri 
ana  nieo  aeized  anti  L-anierl  to  Qnebeo 

Hofltrmte  damages 
Septenib*iT,  lft54.      Friiiith   irith   tiro  *hips   biiilt  a 
fliQAll  houM  sn^l  int«TTupler1  Tndinn  tmdtf 

Damagfis 
1^5.     French  took  Perpetuantt  and  cai-gu  to  Quebec. 

Damflgefl 
For  ship,  iDftAter,  and  tuhd  ,  .  DiLiiini:^^ 
IQd^.  FrvDch  du£itn>yei1  tLrBti  'A  Cuiupaiiy's  dliipa  at 
lioltdtn  I'lf  Buy.  oiid  oiau  tbi^u  Gbi|fs'  ntcrea,  &t-t 
and  tuuk  l^fOOO  benv^r  hkiits.  niid  ti^riiud  out 
to  aea  a  nuinlier  of  Hib  MAJtiBty'e  Bubjecta  -  50hOOO  0  0 
Five  j^miR  lunub  abuiit  Fuiln  (JO.OOO  b(iav«r 


jLiid 
[rirlgar 


J.  d. 


25,000    Q     0 


10,000    0    0 
'"1,000    0    0 


lSB3-a. 

1068. 


50,000    0 
20,000 


Bkiiifl  jenrly)        -         .         -         .         .         ,  20,000    0 

CoDipany's  slups  Churchiit  nnd   Fcaw  »ftiipd 

by  French 10,000    0 
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1699.    C0DUIUIJ  iNit  cHit  oxpaditioD  to  retake  Forta,         k  t,  d, 

wbioh  oort  them 20,000  Q  0 

ieaS-93.     PT<endJi  poMeuod   bottom  of  the   Bay  for 

MiT«ii  yean.    Lou,  IO,O00t.  &  ya&r    ,                .  70,000  0  0 

Dftmages  20,000  0  0 

Total  dunageB  claimed    .       .        ,         £211,205  16  3 


A 


\^       CH^UT^ER  VII. 


BvawicK  Ai«D  i:tbboht< 


^hn  "Grand  MoiiMqmi "  bumbled— Caught  iiapping— Tb«  Compauj 
ill  porn — Glorioufl  Utcocht — Forte  reatoreil — DAinages  to  be  ccm- 
«i<tered — Conuuuaiijii  uaeles(i» 


I^DtJtB  XIV.  of  Franoe,  b^  his  ambition  and  greed  la  1690, 
united  iiguinut  himself  the  four  DitioQB  immediately  smToucding 
bim— Germany.  Bpain,  H[}llQ,nd,  Etnd  Englund,  in  whaC  they 
GiJIed  "Ttie  Graud  Atlianee."  DjLtttes,  hy  land  a.ud  sea.  for 
aia  yeara,  brought  Louia  into  atraite,  uorelicved  by  such 
brilliant  epiaodes  as  the  naval  prodigiea  wrought  by  D'lbervillo 
on  Hudson  Bay.  In  1696,  "  La  Grand  Monarqua  *'  waa  suffi- 
ciently humbled  to  maks  overtarea  for  peuoo.  The  oppo^^ing 
nations  accepted  tbeae,  and  on  May  9bb,  1657,  (he  i-epre- 
Gent&tivca  of  tbo  nationa  met  at  William  III.'s  Ch&teau  of 
Nenberg  Hansen,  near  the  villn^e  of  Byawiok,  which  is  in 
Eelgium,  a  abort  diatLiiuQ  liom  Lbe  Hague. 

Louie  bod  encouraged  the  Jacobito  cauae,  James  11*  being 
inddOd  a  rasident  of  tbe  Coatle  o{  St.  Gei'maJu,  neat-  Pans. 
This  had  greatly  irritated  WiUiam.  and  one  of  ihe  fii^l  thia^^ 
settled  ati  tbe  Traaty  was  the  reoognilioii  of  WiUiam  as  nghbfiil 
King  of  L^ngUnd, 

Arliole  VII.  of  the  Ti'eaty  compelled  the  restoration  to  the 
King  of  Prance  and  the  Tung  of  Great  Britain  rsspeotlvely  of 
"  all  couolnes,  islai^dfi,  forta,  and  colonies/'  which  either  lutd 
]K»aGSBcd  before  the  doolaration  of  war  In  1630.  However 
eatiafootory  thiB  may  have  been  in  Acadia  and  Newfoundland^ 
we  find  thjit  it  did  not  n^ieet  the  ciiae  of  the  Hudson  Bay,  inas- 
ranch  as  the  o^viterbhip  of  this  legion  wasi  as  we  have  aeeu, 
cTfrimed  by  both  pai'tiee  before  tbe  war.     In  the  documenta  of 
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the  Compftoy  there  la  c^-jdence  of  the  gi<eat  aT^:iiety  oaueed  to 
the  advectarers  whan  the  newa  reached  Loudon,  as  to  whut 
was  likely  to  be  Ibe  biBia  of  sctttement  of  Ihe  TrejLby,  The 
adventurerv  At  oQoe  set  thema«i]ves  to  worii  be  bring  inflnence 
to  bear  ftgEkiaat  the  threatened  result.  The  Imprcaaion  Beemod 
to  prevail  thit  they  had  been  "  cari^f^t  nappirjg/*  and  poaaibly 
tbey  could  not  accomplish  anything.  Their  most  infloenthLl 
dtputation  came  to  the  Hague,  and  though  late  in  the  day,  did. 
avail  somewhat. 

No  doubE  Article  VII.  of  the  Treaty  embodies  the  results  of 
their  influence.  It  is  ho  frnpoi^tunt  Tor  our  purpo&e  that  we 
give  it  in  full ; — "  CommiBsionei^  should  be  appointed  oa  both 
fiidc^a  to  exaoiiaa  ai3d  dett-'tmin^^  tho  ri-;htB  and  pretensions 
which  either  of  the  aaid  Kings  have  to  the  placea  gituatcd  in 
Hudson  Bay ;  but  the  poaaesaion  of  those  places  whieh  were 
taken  by  the  ^"euch  during  the  pence  Ibnt  preceded  this  wtir, 
fttid  TCei^  retabon  by  the  KngHsh  during  this  war,  shall  bo  k*ft 
to  the  FrdQch,  by  viiliio  of  the  foregoing  nrtioleB.  The  capitu- 
lation made  by  the  English  on  Sept^mtjei*  Gtb,  1695.  fiha]l  he 
observed  aocording  to  bile  form  and  tenor;  the  meruhandizes 
therein  mentioned  ahall  be  restored;  the  Governor  ab  the  fort 
baben  tbere  ahall  be  set  at  libeily,  if  ic  be  not  already  done  ; 
tbe  differf^noe^  which  have  arisen  concerning  the  exeantion  of 
the  sQjd  capitulation  aud  the  value  of  tbe  goodx  there  lost,  shall 
be  odjudioatad  and  determined  by  the  eaid  eoEumiseioncrs ;  ^'ho 
immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  present  Treaty,  aball 
be  invested  with  anfficienl  ivuthority  for  the  setting  of  the  limits 
and  coniineB  of  the  lands  to  be  lestored  on  either  aide  by  virtue 
€(  the  foregoing  artiole.  chnd  likewise  for  exchanging  of  landa, 
ftG  may  conduce  to  the  mutual  interest  and  advantage  of  both 
Kings," 

Thia  agreement  presents  a  few  aallent  points  i-^ 

1-  The  GoncesHion  to  France  of  rights  (unde6nod,  it  la  true), 
but  of  rights  not  hitherto  acknowiedged  by  the  ICn^lisb. 

S-  The  case  of  the  Company,  which  would  have  been  seriously 
prejudiced  by  Article  VII.,  is  kept  open,  and  commiaftionera  s-rc 
ftppoititcd  to  examine  and  decide  boundaries. 

3.  The  claim  for  damages  so  in-gently  prossed  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company   receives    sotni*    recugniuon   in  rhe 
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txstomUoii  of  mercliatidize  und  the  iDveatigaliou  inlo  Ih^ 
*'  vaJnd  of  tb^!  goods  losL'^ 

1.  Oa  tbe  whole,  the  iabereats  of  the  Hudson  *a  Day  Compauy 
would  aedoi  to  h&\e  been  dcoidodly  projudiced  by  the  Treaty, 

Tbe  cifTaira  of  tbe  Company  wera  in  a  very  ocfortimuCe 
uonditioo  for  fifteen  yea-ra  afEer  bha  Treaty  of  RyHwick.  The 
Treaty  look  place  iu  the  veO'  y^«^^  <>'  D'Iberville'a  remarkable 
vioK>i  JDQ  \xk  the  Bay.  That  each  nation  abould  hold  that  of 
which  It  wiLB  in  actual  posaea^ion  meant  tbat  of  tbe  sevQa 
Hudson's  B»y  Company  forts,  only  Fort  Alba,ny  waa  left  to  tlie 
Cotupauy.  Tbe  Company  bogau  to  petition  at  onco  foi-  the 
ftppointmont  of  tbo  CorocuBaioDerB  provided  by  the  Treaty,  to 
«eil^o  \\\^  mutter  !□  dispute.  The  dasperato  condibioa  of  Ibeir 
Affiih~4  :icuuunba  tor  tbe  mBmoriula  preaeiiteil  to  the  Bntt»b 
Govermuent  by  tbe  Company  in  1700  and  in  tbe  succeuJing 
y^MU-,  tiy  which  tbay  expressed  thcmsclvea  b9  satisl^ed  to  give 
(be  French  tbe  floutbem  portion  of  the  Bay  from  Bupert'a 
Bivt^r  on  the  east  &ud  Alb&ny  Fort  on  the  Tveet.  Aboul  tba 
time  of  the  second  of  tbaao  proposals  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany sent  to  the  Briliah  Government  another  petition  ol  a  *"ery 
difTurt^nl  tone^  elating  Iheit  pai-dous  ooEidilion,  i^riain^'  from 
theh'  not  i^eeeiving  one-Dfth  of  tba  u^unl  quantity  of  Fnrfl^  even 
fi-om  Port  Albany,  wbicb  made  their  year's  ttado  an  absolute 
loea;  they  propose  tbM  an  esipeditiou  of  *Hhree  men-of-war. 
one  bomb-veeeol,  and  250  aoldiers  "  should  be  atjut  to  dislodge 
the  Frencit  and  to  regain  the  whole  Bay  for  tbem.  &s  boiiig 
the  original  ownors.  No  steps  on  tbe  part  of  the  Byawiok 
ConimissionerB  Boem  to  have  been  taken  toward  aeUlin^  the 
question  of  boundariei;  m  Hudson  Bay- 

Tbe  greftt  Mai-lborough  victorteB,  however,  oi-uahed  the  power 
of  Fmnoe,  and  when  Loiiis  XIV.  next  negotiated  with  tbe 
aUies  at  Uti-ecbt— "  Tbo  Ferr>-  of  the  Bhine  "— in  1713.  tbe 
l£ngli^b  caee  was  in  a  very  different  form  from  what  it  bad 
bot-n  at  tbe  Treaty  of  Ryflwick.  Two  yeare  before  the  Ti'eaty, 
when  it  wftft  evident  thaD  the  wiir  would  he  hLooght  to  an  end, 
tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Company  plucked  up  courage  and  petitioned 
etrongly  to  be  Fkltowed  the  uae  of  tbe  whole  of  Hudson  Bay, 
and  to  have  their  loaaea  on  the  Bay  repaid  by  France,  Several 
lime»  during  tbu  war  had  Fi'unoe  Btied  For  peaue  at  the  lianda 
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pf  ;he  [iUEuft,  tmt  the  request  hud  licen  refdseil.  To  hnmbie 
Franc<3  scutned  bo  Ikj  the  lixtsil  jwlicj  of  iOl  lu^i  neigbbours. 
At  tbe  end  of  the  ^un  in  which  I-'imico  w^a  siiuply  abk  to 
bold  whfil  aha  could  defend  by  ber  forti^essea,  Uie  great  kiDgdoo 
of  Louia  XIV.  found  itself  *'  mie^raMy  cxbauated,  her  rer€nua 
greatly  fallen  off,  \\t\  curreuoy  dupiv.'oiiited  Uiirty  per  cent,,  tUe 
cbolceat  of  ber  n<»blea  drafb<^d  int<>  t)ie  army,  and  bcv  met- 
obu)ta  and  industiiaua  artiaan^  weighed  down  to  tbe  grornid 
by  heAvy  impiMta,"  This  tc'eir  Englnnd'a  opportunity,  and  she 
profited  by  it.  Beniden  "  tbe  bnlruioo  of  power"  in  Europe 
being  proaervedi  Gi-eat  Brita.iu  reoeired  Not*  Scotia,  Nbw< 
foundtand,  oettaia  ^Vest  India  lalande,  and  Ibe  uiidiatnrbed 
coiiri'ol  of  the  Iroquoia, 

Sections  X,  and  XT.  of  tbe  Treaty  are  of  speui&l  value  to  ub 
in  ottr  rooital.  By  tlie  foimoi'  of  tbcse  tbe  entire  west  coast  of 
Hudson  Uii-y  bcoftoio  British  ;  the  French  wore  to  evaouatd  all 
posta  ou  Ute  Ba}'  and  sniTender  all  viar  ma-teHal  vritbio  six 
monbiift;  Commissioners  n.'E^re  to  be  Appointed  to  determine 
witbii)  a  year  the  lioundety  between  C&nada  ood  the  Briti?tfi 
posacoaions  on  Hudson  Bay.  Section  KI.  provided  "  that  tbo 
French  Jving  ebouJd  take  oare  that  aatiafaciion  be  giv^n. 
accordin;^  to  the  rule  of  juatioe  und  equity,  bo  tbe  Englisb 
Company  hiiding  to  tbo  Bay  of  Hudson,  for  all  di^magea  aud 
spoil  done  bo  Uieii^  colonieB,  sbips.  porsons.  and  goodfl,  by  the 
hostile  incureiorrs  and  depredations  of  the  French  in  timi'  of 
peace."  This  was  to  he  airivBd  at  by  ConiniisBioners  to  l>e 
appointed. 

If  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  to  quote  their  own  language 
in  rogurd  to  the  Treaty  of  Ryswiok,  lud  beea  left  '*  the  only 
mourners  by  the  peace,'*  they  wei-e  to  lie  oougvatulalad  on  the 
reeullB  of  Ibe  Treaty  of  Uti'echt.  Aa  Ln  so  man)'  other  oa&es, 
bcwcverj  disputed  points  left  to  bo  settled  by  Commiaaionei-a 
lingered  long  before  results  were  reached^  Six  yeara  after  ihe 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  Men^orial  of  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany  shows  thcit  while  they  had  received  hack  thoir  forts,  yet 
t^ie  Unu  of  delimitation  between  Canada  bad  not  beon  dmwit 
And  thoir  tosses  had  QDt  been  paid. 

Tn  thi-  preeeJrng  cb^tpter  v>p  have  a  Hst  of  tbe  olTLjnis  a^in»b 
the  Ft^nch  as  conipLited  iu  1G94,  amounting  to  upwards  o( 
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^WO.OOOf,,  now,  however,  the  amount  demanded  is  nob  muoh 
above  I00,000f.,  though  the  Memorial  explains  that  in  making 
up  (he  above  modest  Bom,  they  had  not  counted  np  the  lose  of 
their  forte,  nor  the  damage  done  to  their  trade,  as  had  been 
done  in  the  former  oase.  Immediately  after  the  time  of  this 
Hemorial  of  the  Company,  the  Commisuoners  were  named  by 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  several  meetinge  toolc  plaee. 
Statements  were  then  given  in,  chiefly  as  to  the  boundaries 
between  the  British  and  French  poBseeeiong  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Hudeon  Bay  and  Canada.  The  Commieeioners  for 
several  years  praotiaed  all  the  arts  of  diplomacy,  and  were 
farther  and  farther  apart  as  the  discussions  went  on.  No  result 
seems  to  have  been  reaohed,  and  the  claims  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  so  far  as  recorded^  were  never  met.  Peace, 
however,  prevailed  in  Hudson  Bay  for  many  yiaars ;  the  Indians 
from  the  interior,  even  to  the  Bocky  Mountains,  made  their 
visits  to  the  Bay  for  the  first  forty  years  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  the  fur  trade,  undisturbed,  became  again  re- 
munerative. 


Stock  Tuea — Jealoiuy  aroused— Arthur  Do^lbfl,  lUq.— An  ingenbija 
*ttHf'k — Appenl  to  the '*  Olcl  Worthies" — Cspuin  ClirietopTier 
MiddfcftoTi^WiM  ttit  Cumpany  in  BarnoBt  P — The  nloop  f^nnKf— 
E>ohb!t'  fiei'C«  AtUok — The  grsiit  HUbHcription — Iiiftej3ancl(mt 
espailiti'jn—"  Henry  Ellis,  yentloman  ■■^"  Witlioiit  suoms*"^ 
Dobbfl'  rKftl  jrarposfl. 

When  poaoe  bad  been  restored  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  tlw 
gbores  of  the  Dzty,  nbicfa  b&d  been  in  the  baiida  of  tbo  Freiicb 
aince  the  Treaty  of  Eyawick,  were  given  over  to  Great  Britain, 
ucorjiag  to  the  terrna  o!  the  TreEity;  they  havo  ronjihinuoL 
Britlsb  Gvev  aince.  The  Company,  freed  from  tbe  fears  of 
overland  incuraioLia  by  tbe  French  from  CartaOa,  ajid  fiom  tbe 
docta  that  bad  worked  so  much  mischief  by  aea,  soems  to  have 
changod  Dbiiraoter  in  the  persovticl  of  the  stoekholdf^ra  and 
to  have  lost  a  good  deal  of  tho  pristine  apirit.  The  liharge 
is  made  th^t  ibe  slockboldms  bod  become  very  few,  that  tbe 
stooh  waa  controlled  by  e,  majority,  who,  yeoi'  after  year, 
elected  tbemselveB,  and  tltat  considering  tbe  grent  piirilo^es 
oonfen^od  by  the  Chartei',  tbe  Company  1TA.B  failing  to  develop 
the  couatvy  and  waa  ^leepiug  tu  Luglorious  ejise  on  tbe  aborea 
of  Hudaou  Bay.  Cortain  it  ia  that  bir  Bibye  Lake  woe  re- 
elected Governor  yeej'  aftur  year,  from  1720  to  1740. 

It  would  uppeat,  however,  to  have  besn  a  spirit  of  jesbloiigy 
which  animated  those  who  mzide  these  discoveries  as  to  tbe 
Company's  inaction.  Tbo  return  of  peace  had  brought  pros- 
perity ta  the  traders ;  and  dividends  to  tbe  stockholdara  begin 
to  be  a  feature  of  company  life  which  they  had  not  knowu  lot 
moTD  Uiau  a  quarter  of  a  century.     Ab  we  ab&U  fiee,  tha  stock  ot 


the  Compflny  waa  f^-eiiUy  moreftseci  in  1720,  and  preparations 
^fere  beiog  mode  by  the  Gommtttee  for  a  wide  oit^n^ion  of 
their  oporatioDB, 

About  tliin  time  it  ciaa  of  gi'eiiL  personal  eugrgy  app»;vj^  dti 
the  Boeoe  of  Engliab  commerciiv)  life,  wbo  becauie  :i.  bitter 
opponent  of  tbe  CompEiny,  %nd  posaesat^d  auch  influence  ^v'ltb 
tbe  English  Government  thut  tbe  CotDpany  w*ft  conipBlliad.  to 
tniika  a  Htreniiotis  defence.  Thia  was  Arthur  Dobbs,  li^eq^,  ilii 
Iriftbtoan  of  nndonbted  ability  and  oour&ge>  He  ooudjotod  hh 
pliin  of  ciiti^pn,i^n  iigrUDflt  tbo  CoTupn.ay  nfong  n  tno&t  ingenioTia 
und  daag«i'OUB  line  of  nttufrk. 

He  revived  the  memory  BJnong  tbfi  British  people  o\  tha 
o&rly  Toyftgea  to  discover  a*  wny  to  tbe  riches  of  the  Bast  and 
ftppedod  to  the  English  imoginjiHlion  by  piottuini?  the  tnterioi' 
of  tbd  North  Amencan  Contine&t,  with  ita  va^t  meftdo^a, 
^plundid  oasefules,  rieh  fur<l}eiii'iQg  n.rii]i:}3^ls,  and  numberle»H 
ribcee  of  Indiana,  pictm-eaquely  dresse^l,  iw  opening  op  A  field, 
if  they  could  be  reached,  of  liicratlvo  tisde  to  tb^  LiOndon 
icerohftrits,  To  further  bis  purpose  he  pointed  out  the  sluggish 
«bamotar  of  Ibe  Hudson's  Buy  Compflj^y.  iLnd  clinched  his 
argameiita  by  i;|Ucting  the  parapapb  in  tbo  CUaiter  tvhiob 
«tated  that  thereat  piivileges  eoafeired  by  generous  ChnHefl 
II.  were  bestowed  hi  eonsideration  of  their  objeol  htvviug  been 
"  The  Dieccvery  of  a  New  Passage  into  the  fioiith  Hsa  '*  Dobha 
ftppeuled  to  the  SAorifioeB  made  &ad  the  glories  thieved  in 
coj-Uer  dftys  in  tbe  attempt  bo  discover  tbe  North'West  Passage- 
In  eeores  of  page^,  the  indefatigable  "HTlter  gives  the  aeooufita 
of  tbe  early  voyages, 

^Ve  have  but  to  give  it  paaaage  or  two  [roni  another  author 
to  «bow  what  a  powerful  weapon  Dobha  wielded,  and  to  eoe 
how  he  aneceeded  in  reviviag  a  qciesiion  whiob  bad  alumbered 
well  nigh  a  hundred  yean,  and  which  again  became  a  Hving 
quf^etion  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

This  writer  aaya:— "  It  would  lend  us  Faj  boyoBd  our  iimile 
weie  W&  to  chronicle  all  the  reaeous  urged,  and  the  attempts  made 
to  'flnde  out  tLcit  short  and  easie  passage  by  the  Noith-WBst, 
which  we  have  bitheiio  so  long  deairedl  Under  the  auspices 
oE  the  '  Old  Worthies '  t'cally— though  oate&sibly  counleuanood 
by  kings,  t^ueeoB,  &ndnob]cs — uprose  a  fo^e  of  men,  daring  aud 
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ecUiQAiftstiOi  whose  tiainea  would  luld  bouour  to  iiiiy  couulvy, 
and  eiub&lm  ita  hiBtoryH 

*■  Commend  Tig  with  the  reign  ot  Henry  VIL^  we  have  firetj 
John  Cjibol  (1497),  ever  renoiwoed  ;  for  lie  it  was  whc*  JirHt  bhw 
and  claimed  for  the  'BEtnuerof  England,'  the  AiiterictLu  cou- 
tineQi,  BobfLGtiiiD,  his  son,  follows  in  the  nuxb  >eai'— ft  na.me 
honourable  w^d  wise.  Nor  may  we  omit  MaBlei-  Eobert  Tlicm© 
of  Bristol  (1637);  Master  Hore  [ia36);  and  Mit^ter  Michael 
Lok  (IMo),  ofLcmdon — meu  who  kuew  *  oosmograpby 'uid  the 
'  wd>;hty  and  aubetaDtinl  rcftEons '  for  '  %  discovery  oven  to  Che 
North  Pole.'  Fot  ft  *hort  lime  Arctic  energy  changed  Us 
^tlon  from  Lhe  Norlh-woat  to  the  North-east  (disoovenes  of 
the  MuBOOVy  Company),  but  vantiot^  eucceas  id  that  quaiter, 
aif&in  reverted  to  bho  North-weet.  Thou  -c^e  find  Majtm 
Probiaher,  Georga  Beftl,  Sk  Humphrey  Gilbert,  James  Dftvie, 
Georga  Wftymouth.  John  Kuight,  tba  cruelly  treated  Henry 
Hudson,  James  HivU,  Bir  ThumiLs  Duttou,  Folberbye*  Bfiflin 
and  Byiotf  *  Nortb-wesl '  Luke  Pox,  Thomas  James,  Ac. 

"Tbufi,  in  the  courae  of  eixty  yeai'fi— now  breaking  the  ioy 
fettfiTB  of  the  North,  now  ahainod  by  tbein  :  now  big  with  high 
of  Lbs  Fagaage/  then  beuUin  bfLck  by  the  terrifin  oh^taclE^s. 

ifa  were,  guarding  it — nothvntbstandiQg,  tbeae  men  never 
Iftlterod,  never  deapairttd  of  bnftlly  Aocompliehing  it.  Their 
nfticea  axe  worthy  to  be  held  in  rem^tahrnnee  ;  Cor,  with  ftl!  their 
f&oltB  &I1  thsLr  strange  friiUcieB  and  prejudioea,  still  they  were  a 
daring  and  glcrioue  rftoe,  c&Jm  amid  the  Djoet  appalUng  dangers ; 
wh&t  they  did  wa£  done  correotly,  na  Tar  iis  thoir  limited  znoftna 
went ;  each  added  sometbing  that  gave  us  more  extended  riewB 
and  a  better  acquaiutauce  with  the  globe  we  inba.bit — giving 
Cflpenially  large  oontributionB  to  geogra-phy,  witH  Br  more  fixed 
dution  to  diaoover  the  *Pas€flge.'  By  them  the  whole  of 
.ihe  eftftlem  face  of  North  Americ)iWB.s  made  known,  und  its 
^BJoJnted  lands  in  the  North,  even  to  77  deg.  or  78  deg,  N. 
Their  namea  will  last  wbUe  England  is  true  to  herself." 

Mr,  Dobba  ^watenod  much  interest  among  person!*  of  roidt  in 
Xnglftnd  as  to  the  dealrabillly  of  finding  a  North-'Weat  Paissage. 
EapecioJly  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  oo  whom  lie  harl  a 
^AroDg  hold,  did  he  represent  the  glory  and  value  of  litting  out 

expedition  to  Hudson  Bay  on  this  quest. 
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Dobbs  meabioas  la  hia  book  the  unwilUog  efibitB  oE  th» 
Hudson'a  Bay  Compauy  to  meet  the  demand  for  el  vndet- 
exaailnatioii  of  the  Bay  which  took  plfLae  il  F&w  yeara  after  the 
Peace  of  Cttccht,  In  1719.  Captain  Jatnea  Knight  received 
orcteifl  From  the  CompaDy  to  fit  out  an  espc^ilion  and  siul  up 
the  west  oooBt  of  tho  Bay.  This  }ig  did  in  two  ships,  tho 
AU'anij  frigate.  Captain  George  Barlow,  and  the  Discoifeiy, 
G&ptaJD  David  Vaaghan^  CaptHiQ  John  8croggB,  in  the  ship 
Mlmlebojifi,  tiwo  years  af&ernacd,  sailed  up  the  coast  in  searcL 
of  the  expodiiion,  ll  ia  muintftined  by  the  opponenta  cf  the 
Company  that  these  atteiapts  were  s.  more  blind  to  meet  the 
^Eii-eh  for  ft  North' West  Passage,  and  that  the  Company  was 
EiveiHs  lo  any  real  iuve&tLgatioD  being  mode, 

U  ia  of  course  impOBsiblc  to  say  whether  this  oharge  waa 
deserved  or  not.  The  fact  that  no  practicable  North-Weat 
Passage  hau  ever  heen  diaoovered  renders  the  arguments 
drawn  from  the  running  of  the  tides,  kn.,  of  no  value,  and 
oertainiy  justifies  the  Company  to  some  extent  in  ita  inactioa^ 
The  fact  that  in  173G  tba  HudBon'e  Bay  Company  yielded  to 
the  clamour  rai^d  by  Dobhs  and  his  aBSodaiefl,  fs  to  be  noted 
m  fuvour  of  the  Company's  oonbention  that  while  aoL  believrng 
in  the  existence  of  Ihe  North-Wost  Paa3age»  they  were  willing 
to  aatiefy  the  excited  mind  of  the  English  pablia.  Their 
expedition  of  the  Churchill  sloop,  Captain  Napper,  and  the 
Miu'^gua^h  sloop,  Captain  Crow,  accomplished  nothing  in 
solving  the  quostioD  in  dispute* 

Diflnppoiiitdd  with  the  ellorta  mi^e  hy  the  Company  at  hta 
ret^ueet,  Dobhs,  in  iTS7.  took  in  hand  to  orgiinUe  an  expedition 
under  Qovernmeut  direction  to  go  upon  the  search  of  thcr 
"  Passage, "  At  this  time  he  opened  oommunication  with 
Captam  Chriatopher  MiddLcton,  one  of  the  best  hnown  captains, 
in  the  aerviee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  Mtdilletori) 
beifig  satisfied  with  the  Gouipaay's  aervicc,  refused  to  leave  it> 
Dobbs  then  asbed  him  to  recommend  a  suitable  man,  and  also 
arranged  wilh  Middlelon  to  i>e  allowed  lo  examine  the  records 
kept  of  his  voyages,  upon  ihe  Hudscn'a  Bay  Company  ships. 
This,  however,  came  to  nothing. 

About  1740  Caplaiu  &Iiddleton  bad  oauee  to  ditfer  with  tho 
Company  on  buslneKg  maitera,  and  entartained   Dobbs'  pro- 
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position^  «hioh  wa£  that  h?  should  ho  placed  in  ootnmaad  of 
a  Briliqh  man-of'War  iLinl  go  in  neftiyh  of  tho  long-sought  North- 
West  PftS^go,  MiddloLon  ^ve  the  HudsotiE  Biby  Company 
a.  yow'e  notioe,  but  found  them  unwilling;  lo  lot  him  retire. 

He  hod  takori  the  aCep  of  re9ifjTiin|>  dolibei'ately  and  adhered 
to  It,  though  ha  wbs  disappointed  in  his  command  not  being  ho 
remunerative  as  he  expected.  In  May»  1741,  Ca,ptaiLn  Middle- 
ion  received  hia  orders  from  the  liOrda  of  tho  Admiralty  to 
proceed  apon  his  journey  and  to  follow  l^ie  directions  given  hiin 
Oft  to  finding  aNorth-West  Passage.  These  had  been  prepared 
uridcr  Dobbs'  aupemscon,  Dicection^i  are  given  as  to  hia 
conrM  of  procc-iuref  should  he  rooeh  California,  and  also  oa 
to  what  should  he  dene  in  citst^  of  meeting  Japanese  ebipe- 
lkIiddIeU>n  was  plaood  in  charge  ot  Her  Majesty's  eloop  the 
Funuice,  and  hod  an  a  eonipanion  and  under  hia  orders  the 
DUcGi'cry  Pink,  William  Moore^  Master.  \i\  due  time,  Hudfion 
Bay  waa  reached,  hut  in  August  the  soiv^on  soomod  rather  late 
to  proceed  northward  from  "  Gary's  Sevan's  Neat,"  and  it  was 
rlecided  to  winter  in  the  [noutb  of  ChEut^hill  Btver. 

On  July  Ist,  1742,  the  e:(podition  proceeded  northward. 
Most  complotv  obfiei'vations  wore  mnde  of  weathci',  land, 
presence  of  Icep  natives  of  the  coasT,  dcptli  of  bay,  rivers 
entering  hay,  tides,  and  any  [konnihle  oiitlelR  sjt  f ar  as  83  deg. 
cr  89  deg.  W,  longitude,  Ohservatioii&  were  continued  until 
August  L^tb,  when  the  expedition  soiled  home  to  report  what 
it  had  found. 

Oaptaiii  Middlelon  read  b,d  Imporbant  paper  on  "The  Ex- 
traordinary Degrees  and  Surpiiain^  I'^tloote  of  Cold  13  Hudson 
Bay,"  before  the  Royal  Society  in  London, 

No  sooner  bad  MJddletor;  reached  the  Orkneys  on  his  return 
voyage  than  he  forwitrded  to  Dobba.  who  was  in  Ireland,  a 
tetter  and  lid  abntriKt  of  his  journal.  LeBt  this  should  have 
j*onG  astray,  ho  sent  another  copy  on  his  arrival  in  the  Thames^ 
The  report  was,  on  the  whole,  diseoui-aging  as  to  the  existence 
of  a  north-west  pas&iage- 

Dobba.  however,  was  unwUiing  to  give  up  bis  dream,  and 
soon  beg^  (o  discredit  Mlddleton.  Ee  dealt  privately  with 
the  other  officers  of  the  Bhip*^,  Middleton's  subordinates,  and 
with  aurpriaing  skill  bin-ned  the  case  ogidnst  Ga^taJD  Middleton. 
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Tlie  Gfl^e  of  Dobbft  ligainat  Captain  Middleton  has  been  well 
atutod  by  John  Bari-own  Middleton  was  cbwged  with  ueglect 
iti  having  failed  to  explore  ttie  lii\c  of  oooat  wbioh  affoi'dffd  iv 
probiLbJIity  of  &  passage  to  the  north-west.  The  pnociipjit 
jioluta  jLt  issue  appear  to  buve  been  «i  i-enpeol  to  Ihe  followiofe 
diacoveiies  of  MidJletou>  nx,  the  Wager  River,  lU^pulee  Bay, 
and  the  Froaen  Str^til.  As  regards  the  first.  Mr,  Dgbb&  ^isserte*! 
that  the  tide  came  through  the  sc»-calkd  rii'er  from  Ifae  weal- 
ward  :  anil  tills  <jite«lion  was  setlled  m  the  following  year  by 
Captain  Moore,  n'bo  euEirely  ootkfirmed  Cap&ain  Middlutop's 
report. 

Repulae  Bay,  whiuU  well  deserves  the  name  it  h^wx^y  was  oo 
less  iicciirataly  laid  down  by  Captain  Middletonn  i^od  of  tbe 
Frozen  Btrait,  Sir  Edward  Pairy  remarka,  "Above  all,  the 
aocumoy  of  CaptaJu  Middleton  is  maniieet  upon  tbe  point 
mosG  Btrenuonaly  urged  against  bim,  for  our  siibB(H|iifirt 
expeiieiice  has  not  left  the  snialtost  doubt  of  Repulse  Bay 
and  the  Eorthern  pait  of  Welcome  Bay  being  filled  by  a 
rapid  tide,  flowing  into  it  from  the  oaatward  through  the 
FroKto  Strait." 

Dobbe,  by  a  high  order  of  logic  chopping,  Bucoeetled  in 
turning  the  caBC,  for  the  time  being,  againab  Captain  Middleton. 
Seldom  hjiEt  gi-eater  skill  been  used  to  win  a  cause-  He  quotes 
witli  Qf>nBiderahIe  effect  %  letter  by  Sir  Bibye  Jjake,  addrasae^S 
bo  the  Governor  of  the  PiTnce  of  Wales"  Fort,  djuixdiitl  Elver, 
rcadiTig :  "  Notwithsbiinding  an  order  to  you.  if  Captain 
Middleton  {who  la  sant  ahead  in  the  Govoramonfa  ftorvio*  to 
diaeover  n.  passage  north-weeij  should  by  inevitable  necessity 
be  brought  into  real  dibtreaa  and  danger  of  his  life  and  loss  of 
bia  ship,  in  Buoh  caaa  you  are  then  to  give  him  the  beat  ossiat- 
&nce  and  relief  you  can,"  Dobbs'  whole  eGbrt  seems  to  be 
to  hIjow  thu,t  Middleton  was  hiding  the  ti-nth,  and  lid^,  under 
the  influence  of  bis  old  maBtera*  tbe  Hudson's  Buy  CompaJiy. 
A  copy  of  Dobbs'  Criticisms,  laid  before  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  was  furnished  Captnio  Middleton.  and  his 
answer  is  found  in  '*  Vindication  of  the  Conduct,"  published 
in  1743. 

"  An  Account  of  the  Countries odjoimng  to  Hodson  Buy/'  by 
Artliar  Dobbs,  Esq.,  is  a  book  pnhliahed  in  the  year  after,  and 
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IS  really  a  book  of  note,  A  qnnrto»  consiating  of  upwards  of 
SOOpaRE**,  it  showed  a  marvelloaa  knowledge  of  colorilaalioa 
m  AuaoHcd.  of  the  iuterior  of  the  continent  iit  that  lime,  ani 
in cidcQ tally  deals  with  Captain  Middleton's  journal-  Ita  accomit 
of  ihe  journey  o£  "Joseph  La,  Frunae,  sl  French  GanadtJBe 
Indian/"  from  Litke  Superior  by  way  of  Lake  Winnipeg  t» 
Hudson  Bay,  ig  the  first  detaibd  account  on  I'ccord  of  that 
Toyflge  being  made,  Evidently  Arthur  Dobbe  bad  caught  the 
eftrof  the  EagUfth  people,  and  the  Go]TipA.ny  wns  compelled  to 
put  itself  in  a  thoroogh  flttitude  of  defence, 

Dobba  with  amazing  energy  D^urked  up  liia  cauHe^  and  what 
&  writer  of  the  time  calls.  "  The  longand  warm  dispute  between 
Arthur  Dobbg,  Esq,,  and  Captain  AliddletOD."  gained  much 
public  notice.  The  glamour  of  the  subject  of  a  norih-wett 
passage,  going  biiuk  to  tbe  exploits  of  Frobtsber^  BaHtn,  and 
Button,  touched  tbe  national  fancy,  and  no  doubt  tbe  chM-go 
of  wilful  concealment  of  the  truth  mode  against  tha  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  repeated  ao  strenuouBly  by  Dobbs,  gained  him 
adherents-  Parliament  took  actiion  in  the  matter  and  voted 
20f00W.  08  a  reward  foi'  the  diecorcry  of  a  north-west  paBSage, 
This  caused  another  wave  of  enthu^Ia^m,  and  immediately  & 
subBcriplion  was  opened  for  the  pui-poae  of  raieing  10,000^  to 
equip  an  expedition  for  this  popular  enterpnae.  It  was  pro- 
powd  to  diride  tbe  whole  into  100  shares  of  100^-  each.  A 
rigoroos  canvass  was  mado  to  secure  the  amount,  and  the 
subscription  list  beara  the  names  of  several  noblee,  on  arch- 
bishop, a  biHhop,  and  many  esquires.  A  perusal  of  the  name* 
suggests  that  a  number  of  them  oro  Irish,  and  no  doubb  were 
obtained  by  Mr.  Dobbs,  who  was  often  at  Lisburn  in  Ireland. 
The  amount  raiaed  was  7300/,  Tbe  expedition,  we  bear  after- 
words, coat  upwards  of  10,000^^  but  tbe  money  needed  was» 
wc  are  told,  willingly  contiibuted  by  those  who  undertook  the 
unterpHso.  &Ir.  Dobbs,  as  was  suitable,  woe  a  leading  spirit 
on  the  Committee  of  Management, 

Two  ships  were  pm'chased  by  the  Committee.  Iho  Dobbs 
galley,  180  tons  burdeuj  Captain  WilUam  Moore,  and  the 
CaU/omia,  140  tons,  Captain  FVancia  Smith,  On  May  94th, 
174G»  the  two  veasels,  provisioned  and  well  Glted  out  for  tho 
¥oyage,  left  the  mouth  of  the  Thames>  being  in  oompony  with 
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ihe  two  alups  of  the  ETu^soil's  Day^  Company  going  to  the  Bay, 
(he  four  ships  botng  undof  iho  convoy  of  the  ship  LoOt  of  lorty 
guns,  ftB  FruocG  wiis  at  this  tune  &t  wbj-  w^th  Engliuid.  The 
voyage  was  rntlier  prospcTous,  with  the  eitceptian  of  h  very 
c:icit]ng  incideab  on  board  the  Dobba  gajloy.  A  datigeiouii  fire 
broke  out  in  Iho  c;ibm  of  the  vesecl,  lind  throatoned  to  reach 
the  powder-i-oom,  which  u-as  directly  ujidemeath,  aad  oon- 
IftjEied  ^'  ihiity  or  foity  haiTela  of  powdefj  ciindlea,  spirits, 
loibtohoa,  und  M!  manner  of  combaatiblefi."  Though,  as  the 
wriiQt-  saye,  '*  during  the  excitement,  you  might  hear  ilU  the 
varieties  of  aea  elo.]uence,  crioa,  prayere,  curaeft<  and  scolding, 
mingled  bogethei,  yet  this  did  not  preveiit  the  proper  nieasures 
being  taken  to  suvo  the  ship  »nd  our  lives." 

The  atory  of  tha  voyage  ia  given  to  ub  in  u  vei^  intoreBtiug 
manner  by  Henry  Ellig,  gentleman,  agent  for  the  proprietors 
of  the  expedition'  Though  neoily  one  Jiuudied  pages  ure  lukuu 
up  witli  the  iuevitiLblo  summaries  of  '*  The  Bevei'ul  ExpeditioDa 
to  dincover  a  Noith-West  Passage,"  yet  the  remnioing  portion 
of  the  Ijcok  is  well  written.  After  the  usua,!  stiuggle  with  the 
ioe  iu  Iludaoc  Strait,  qa  it  w*ia  imposaiblo  to  esploit  southward 
dAmuj^  the  firat  season,  the  Dobbs  galley  and  the  California 
sailed  for  Port  Nelaon.  intending  to  winter  there.  They  arrived 
on  August  30t)i.  Ellis  statea  th^t  they  were  IwuJly  received 
by  the  Hudson's  Bay  olhcor*  at  the  firaln  They,  however, 
laid  up  their  shipg  in  Bayee  River,  and  built  an  ereotion  of 
logs  on  tlie  shore  foi-  ihe  staff.  The  officers'  winter  qua^rtera 
were  called  '*  Montague  Hou!4e,*'  named  »fl>er  the  Duke  of 
Montague,  pittron  of  the  expedition^  After  a  severe  wmber, 
during  which  the  Bailors  suffered  with  aoui'vy,  and,  aooording 
to  Ellia,  I'oceived  little  sympathy  from  the  ooonpants  of  York 
Fort,  the  expedition  left  the  mouth  of  the  Hayen  Biver  on 
June24tb,  to  pioaeouta  their  discovery-  After  spending  the 
QUmmor  coasting  Hudson  Bay  nud  taking  careful  Dotes,  the 
<»Scer&of  the  vessels  gladly  left  the  inhospitable  shore  to  sail 
hDiTiewai>l.  aud  the  two  shipe  arrived  ui  Yoimouth  Itoada  on 
October  Ulh.  1747- 

"Thua  ended/'  sayn  Ellis,  <'thi«  voyage,  without  snecofis 
indeed,  but  not  niihout  effect :  for  bhougli  we  did  not  di^ioovcr 
A  north-west  passage  ...  we  returned  with  clearer  Apnd  fulW 
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proofs  .  .  .  that  erideably  suoh  a  passage  there  may  be."  U 
will  be  observod  that  Ellis  very  much  confirms  Captain 
Middleton's  oonoluaiona,  but  Mr.  Dobbs  no  doubt  made  the 
host  of  his  disappointment,  and,  as  we  shall  see,  soon  developed 
what  had  been  from  the  firat  his  real  objeot,  the  plan  for 
founding  a  rival  oompany. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

TBfl   INTBBBSTING    BLUE-BOOK   OF    1749. 

"Le  n>i  aat  mori "-^Royalty  unfavourable — Earl  of  Halifax — "Com- 
nuw  wleep" — Petition  to  Parliamont— Neg'W'tsd  diMovery — 
Tinudity  or  oaution— Strong  "  Prince  of  Walea  " — Inoreaao  of 
stock — A  timid  witnew — Clainw  of  discoTeiy— To  make  Indiana 
OhtistianB — Ghtirge  of  dialoyalty — New  Company  promises  largoly 
—Result  oil, 

Abthub  Dobbs,  Esq.,  waa  evidently  worsted  in  his  tilt  with 
tbe  Hudson's  Bay  GompaDy.  Hie  fierce  ODBlaugbt  upoD  Cap- 
tain Middlebon  was  no  doabt  the  phm  of  attack  to  enable  him 
to  originate  the  expedition  of  the  Dobbs  galley  and  California. 
Even  this  voyage  hod  brought  little  better  prospect  of  the 
discovery  of  a  north-west  passage,  except  the  optimistic  woi-ds 
of  Ellis,  the  use  of  which,  indeed,  seemed  very  like  tlie 
delectable  exercise  of  "extracting  sunbeams  from  encumbers." 

But  the  energy  of  the  man  was  in  no  way  dampened.  Indeed, 
the  indications  are,  as  we  survey  the  features  of  the  time,  that 
ha  had  strong  backing  in  the  governing  circles  of  the  country. 
Time  was  when  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  basked  in  the 
sunshine  of  the  Court.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  penalty  of  old  insti- 
tutions that  as  rulers  pius  away  and  political  parties  change, 
the  centre  of  gravity  of  inSuenoe  shifts.  Perhaps  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  had  not  been  able  to  use  the  convenient 
motto,  "Le  Roi  est  mort:  Vive  le  Roil"  At  any  rate  the 
strong  Court  influence  of  ih&  Company  had  passed  away,  and 
there  is  hardly  a  ngbleman  to  be  found  on  the  list  of  stock- 
holders submitted  by  the  Company  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Lords. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  Henry  Ellis,  the  historian  of  tho 
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expedition,  writes  liia  \jodk  m  the  yoax  &fter  }u&  retiuti»  lie  U 
pcnmtl€t1  lo  dedic&(«  it  to  Ilia  BoyoJ  Highnese  fVedericlr, 
Priiitit  til  Wali!^,  H  priFilc^^ed  lo  rt^Ier  in  his  dedioation  ton 
"  gra4sioas  audience"  allowed  him  by  ihe  Priace  after  his 
ret^im,  ami  to  speak  of  '*  the  generona  case. "  espreBsal  bj  tlie 
PriaoG  "Tor  the  tappy  progress  of  his  desigQ."  Agdo,  in  a 
airoilflj'  dcdi<ubtlon  of  n  book  written  four  yfjai-s  afler^viu'ds  by 
Jofi«pb  Robflon,  a  fonnei'  employe  of  the  Hudson's  Buy  Com- 
pany, but  lb  book  full  of  hostility  U>  tlie  Company,  allusion  La 
made  to  tha  f&Qt  that  tbe  Earl  of  HnIIfcji,  Lord  CommiGQioticv 
of  Trtda  and  Plactaliona^  gave  hm  moat  hearty  apprcvaJ  to 
Euch  |jlnnH  as  the  G!q>ei1il:ion  sought  to  curry  out.  It  19  said  of 
Lord  Hiilifii^i,  who  wiva  called  the  Father  of  Colooiefi ;  "  He 
knows  tbo  true  atate  of  Iho  nation — fchat  it  depends  on  tnido 
and  ni^Lnufoctures :  that  we  have  more  rivaU  than  evei';  thut 
nuvjgiitiou  is  our  bulwark  and  ColoniES  oar  o}uef  support ;  And 
that  new  cbaunets  should  he  mdustriouuly  opened-  Therefore, 
wc  survey  the  whole  ^Icbe  in  soaroh  of  fresh  inlets  whiob  our 
ships  may  entei'  and  traffic."  Those  familiar  with  the  work  of 
Lord  HalifaT  will  remembeT'  that  the  great  eolonieation  schstoe 
by  which  Nova  Scotia  wjta  firmly  grupplcd  to  the  Bntieh 
Empire  and  the  CiCiy  of  HiLiifax  founded,  was  bis;  jLtid  the 
charge  made  by  Dobbs  thai  for  a  generation  the  "Compojiy 
had  Rlt>pton  th@  shorea  of  th^  Bay,"  would  appeal  with  foroe 
to  n  uuui  of  such  energetic  nnd  progreasive  nature  as  the  Lord 

AoGOiffi^ly,  Dcbba  now  eame  out  l)oldly;  not  putting  the 
discovery  of  the  North-West  Passjtge  in  the  fiTinl  of  bin  pUn, 
but  openly  cba»i-ging  the  Hudsoa's  Bay  Compaay  with  indolence 
and  failure,  and  aaking  for  the  giouting  of  a  charter  to  a  rival 
compajiy. 

As  summed  up  by  the  sub-comraittee  to  which  the  patillon 
of  Dobbs  and  hia  asaociatea  w^e  submitted,  the  charges 
were:— 

L  Th«  Company  bad  not  discovered,  nor  eufflclently  at- 
tempted to  discovei".  the  Nortb^Weat  Passage  into  the  southern 
B«4a> 

IL  They  bad  not  extended  their  i^culoinunts  to  tie  limits 
^iveu  I  hem  by  then-  Charter, 
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III.  They  hnd  deaigoedly  coutiued  their  ttode  within  k^\j 
Dikrraw  limitti : 

(ri)   Hibd  abused  the  Iiidiao^. 

(ft)  Hud  neglected  their  forta. 

(c)  lU-tL^ated  tbeii'  ov.^  eei'vantfl. 

(rf)  Encouraged  the  Fi-ench, 
The  Hudbou's  Bay  Coiupaiiy.  now  pub  on  Lheii'  mettle, 
exhibited  a  oonaid^Auble  amount  of  aotivityi  and  fiiod  doou- 
menU  before  tlie  Committee  that  in  eomo  re^pecU  met  tlia 
ohaj^gBs  ngtiiicst  them.  They  cltLimcd  th>it  they  htul  in  iha 
thirty  years  pi^ceding  the  inveetigfttiou  done  a  lair  (Lmount  of 
exploratory  work  and  diacovory.  In  I719t  they  had  sent  out 
the  Atbfitiy  frigate  and  Disco^iiery  to  the  uorthorD  regions,  ii.ud 
Deilher  of  them  returned  U>  tell  Dhe  tale.  In  the  ^iite  year  iLa 
vcBafile  on  the  Bay,  the  Prosjtcrons  and  the  Success,  one  ivum 
York  Factory,  the  other  from  Prinoo  ol  WaJee  Fort,  hud  sailed 
up  the  ooa^e  on  exptoratoiy  expeditioos^  Two  yearg  afterward, 
the  Prosperous,  under  KelBey.  in&de  a  voyage,  atid  the  Swcrwa, 
under  Captain  Napper.  had  sailed  fiom  York  Fort  and  waa  loat. 
Id  the  eame  year  the  Whtxicborie,  under  CaptiLln  John  Soroggs, 
went  from  EngUnd  to  Prince  of  Wales  Fort,  and  after  wintftring 
there,  in  the  fotlowing  year  inrule  a  deeided  fsffort  on  belmlf  of 
the  Paaangc,  but  rotumod  uasocoefiaful.  In  thd  ye&r  when 
Dobba  beoame  BC  peraiatent  (1737)  James  Napper,  who  had 
been  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Success  eixteett  years  before, 
took  command  ol  the  Churchill  from  Prince  of  Whiles  Fort, 
but  on  the  QjEplon^tioQ  i^ed,  and  the  vessel  returned.  Tho 
MuEquaa^t,  iioder  Captain  Crow,  acaompanied  the  C'hfrtrhilt, 
but  returned  \dth  no  hope  of  success.  TM^  was  the  cn&e 
presented  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  It  was  still  open 
to  the  opponents  of  the  Company  to  say,  as  they  did,  (hab  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Conipany  w&s  not  in  earnoat,  wanted  nothing 
done  to  attnict  riv&U,  and  wore  adepts  in  conoo^ling  their 
operations  and  in  hood %\  inking  the  puhlio. 

A  more  seiioita  charge  was  that  they  had  not  sought  to  reach 
the  interior,  hut  had  conlined  their  trade  to  the  shores  of  tho 
Bay.  Here  it  tieenis  thai  the  opponents  of  the  Company  made 
tk  better  case.  It  is  indeed  uuBeeountable  to  us  to-day,  as  we 
think  that  the  Compiuiy  had  now  been  eighty  years  trading 
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ou  the  Bay  a,uJ  bad  practiciklly  no  knowledge  of  the  iuLerilancc 
poasc^aed  by  them.  At  tbis  very  timo  the  French,  by  way  of 
LolcQ  Superior,  hetd  joumDyed  iiila.ad,  met^  Ittdinu  Iribe:^,  ti'udeil 
with  tlicn>,  u.nd  even  with  iiDpoHing  ctiremonies  bLined  meLftI 
p]Bt«s  claiming  ihu  ooULitLy  which  the  IIudsDD'a  Bay  Gompimy 
Cb^utor  covered  ita  lying  on  riversj  lakes,  iw.,  tributai'^  k> 
Hudson  B»y,  It  is  true  tboy  had  submitted  instiiictiona  lo  the 
Dumbei^  of  tweoCy  or  thirty,  in  wbiob  governors  and  capta-ins 
had  been  uiged  to  C3iplote  the  interior  and  extend  the  trade 
among  the  Lndiitrt  ti'ibcs*  Hut  little  cviilence  oould  be  offered 
that  theae  oootmuiucittionB  h&d  been  acted  on. 

The  chieF  dependijtioe  of  the  Company  seems  to  h&va  been 
ou  one  Heary  Kdsey.  who  went  ae  a  boy  to  Hudson  B&y,  bub 
\09&  (o  be  chief  oflioi^r  therO'  The  oritios  of  the  Compapy  wui'e 
not  elo^  to  state  that  Kelsey  had  been  a  refugee  from  tbeir 
forts  fiJid  hftd  lived  for  several  se:isons  amon^  the  Indi&nb  of 
the  iuLtirlor.  Even  if  (his  were  so,  it  is  still  true  that  Kel^y 
ceme  to  be  one  of  the  most  enbi^i'pnamg  of  the  wood-mnQci's  of 
the  Company.  DobbB  oonfrouted  them  with  the  fact  that  the 
voTsfge  from  liake  Superior  to  Hudson  Bey  had  been  only 
nubde  onoG  in  their  hlbtory.  and  that  by  Joseph  La  France. 
the  CaTxadtan  Indian.  CoHainJy,  whether  from  timidity, 
caution,  inertifi,  or  trom  some  doop-Boated  eyetem  of  polioy, 
hwOB  true  that  the  Company  had  done  little  to  penetrate  (ha 
interior. 

The  charge  that  the  Com pn,ny  abused  the  Indians  was  hardly 
subntanttnliod.  The  Company  was  dependent  on  the  goodivlU 
of  Ibe  Tndtan&r  and  hiul  they  treiLled  them  badly,  their  v>tLvi> 
nvala,  the  Fteneh,  would  simply  huve  reaped  the  benefit  of 
tboir  foUvn  That  the  piioe  charged  the  Indians  for  goods  waa 
a8  large  i^  thu  price  paid  tor  fure  was  small,  is  quite  likely  to 
have  betm  trut^.  Civilized  tradern  all  the  wortd  over,  dealing 
with  ignorant  God  dependent  tiibes^  follow  thia  policy.  No 
doubt  the  risks  of  life  and  limb  aud  goode  in  remote  regions  are 
great,  and  great  profits  must  be  made  to  meet  them.  It  is  to 
bt  rBQieml)ert!d,  however,  that  when  English  und  French 
traders  camo  into  competition,  as  among  the  Iroquois  in  New 
York  StfLle,  and  aftGi-ward*  in  the  Lake  Superior  district,  the 
quality  of  ibe  EiijjU'ili  goods  was  declared  by  the  Indians  Lt^ltftr 
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nnd  tbcir  treftbuient  by  the  English  on  the  Tk^holo  mora  houo&t 
and  Alioi-e-board  than  tbat  by  the  French. 

Thnt  tmders  ftbould  neglet^t  thdrown  farts  seems  very  un- 
likely- Tbose  going  to  the  Iludsou  Bay  Main  expected  few 
luxuries,  and  oei-ttLtnly  did  not  hurt;  nn  o&iiy  life,  but  th^i-e  ^viiJi 
on  the  pnrt  d  tbe  Company  a  vast  difference  in  treatment  ha 
compared  with  that  gi\en  to  the  fur  t^'nJem  lei  New  Franee  OA 
thoy  wont  to  the  far  vreat.  No  doubt  pressure  for  dividends 
prevented  expenditure  that  wae  unnoceflwiry,  but  a  perusal  o! 
the  experience  of  CharapUiu  ^vith  bU  EVeuch  fur  company 
lendfi  UH  to  bolievo  that  the  Eagiish  were  far  the  more  libenJ 
ond  conaidefabe  in  the  breaimenb  of  employe's. 

The  fortress  of  the  River  Cburehill,  bne^vu  ri^s  the  Prince  of 
Wale^  Fort,  with  itft  great  loiins  to  he  seen  to-day,  belonging 
to  tliih  period,  speaks  of  a  large  oKpoiise  aiKl  it  high  idea!  of 
wbnt  iL  fort  ought  to  be^  During  the  c3iamina.iion  of  witneasefl 
by  the  Coiiiraittee,  full  oppormoity  mts  given  to  show  oogos  of 
ill-treatment  of  men  and  paor  adminlBti'rttiGD  of  their  fort-s. 
Tncnty  witnesses  wei-&  6?iamiued,  aud  tliey  inuhided  captiiiii«, 
inerohaiita,  and  employee,  mojiy  oi  vrhom  hiid  been  in  the 
service  of  Lbe  Compuny  on  the  Bay,  but  \\bethe^,  ae  Bobeon 
a&ys,  "Tt  must  be  attributed  eithei'  to  their  confudon  upon 
■ppenring  before  so  awful  an  assembly,  or  to  their  h^vin^  a 
dependence  on  the  Company  and  an  e?tpectiktiou  of  being 
employed  again  in  their  eervioe,"  Uttle  wite  elicited  at  nil 
daujfiging  to  the  CompiLoy. 

The  charge  of  llie  fe^viiesft  of  the  fortK  and  tlie  BuialhieEfi  of 
tfie  ti'ado  was  more  aeiious-  That  they  should  have  a  mono- 
poly of  rhe  trade,  and  should  neither  develop  it  themselves, 
nov  allow  other*  Lo  develop  it,  would  iiave  been  to  puvsiie  il 
■■dog  in  the  manger"  policy.  They  gtated  tbiit  they  had  on 
an  iiv^rikge  three  ships  employed  nolely  on  thuu-  bu^iuesE,  that 
their  expoi-ta  for  ten  yeai's  immediately  pi'Coeding  n^mounted  to 
4G,S40^H  and  their  imports  1^2, 835^,  which  they  claimed  wa^ 
a  Ijaltbnce  of  trade  eatisfjiHctcry  Xo  Kn^land. 

The  objeotion  that  the  whole  capital  of  the  Company  at  the 
oomLEkencement,  10,500/-,  was*  trifling,  \\i\»  perhaps  true,  hut 
they  had  made  great  profits,  and  ibey  u*^  them  ic  lbe  pur- 
Ohasa  of  ships  and  the  hinldin^  ol  forte,  and  now  had  a  much 
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more  valuable  pri;>pcrty  than  al  the  beginuiDg,    That  they  hud 
beeti  abte  to  mer&we  their  stock  30  largely  was  a  ttihute  U>  the 
pofitB  of  their  business  aud  lo  it»  ability  to  earn  dividends  on 
&  greatly  inore&sed  capUivl  atook. 
The  increase  of  Bbook  us  bbotva  hy  the  Company  wue  a3 


OneiiiflT  ntock 
Ti^Ucd  JQ  169(1 
TrtrblMl  in  1720 


At  this  time  there  was  a.  movement  to  greatly  increase  the 
etock,  but  tht;  Btriugency  of  the  money  ma.rket  checked  tliia 
mo  V  em  on  t,  iiud  eubsoriptigna  oE  ton  por  cent,  were  taken, 
amounting  to  3150^  oniy.  This  waa  also  trebled  and  add<>d 
to  the  original  94,500^,  making  a  total  stock  of  103, 950^ 

8onie  tihree  yeai^a  aSiei  the  iuve^tig&tiau  by  the  CooiLnittee. 
cue  ol  the  witneeaeB,  Joaeph  Ilohsow,  who  give  tsvidoncc  of  the 
very  mildeet,  moat  ooO'CommiLttil  character,  appoara  to  have 
received  new  ligbl,  foi'  lie  published  n  book  called,  *'Au 
Aooount  of  Sii  Years'  Eemdence  In  Hudson's  Bay,"  He  bilvs 
in  the  preface,  apeakiag  of  tbe  cvidonoe  given  by  him  in  the 
investi^dtion*  **  For  want  of  confidence  and  ability  to  expi^ess 
myself  cl«arly,  the  acciount  I  then  gave  was  fnr  from  being  ho 
^iiact  end  full  as  that  which  I  intended  to  have  given."  What 
the  inQueaaif  wae  that  so  effectually  opened  Robson's  eyca,  we 
do  not  know.  The  seoond  p&rt  of  thi^  work  le  a  critique  of  the 
evidence  furnished  by  the  Ccmipany,  and  fi'om  the  vigour  em- 
pl'jyed  by  this  writer  as  compared  wiih  tte  apathy  shown  at 
tbe  Lnvefltigation,  it  ia  generally  believed  that  ir)  the  meantime 
he  had  become  a  dependent  of  Dobl»s, 

Tiie  plea  put  forward  by  the  petitionei's  for  the  granting  of  a 
charter  to  them  contained  hevera)  pLuUoulare.  They  hat],  ^b 
their  own  cost  and  charges,  libted  out  two  shipa,  the  Dobbs 
galley  and  Califottiift,  in  search  of  the  North-Wast  Pfissnge  to 
the  West  and  BoQlhem  Ocean.  Their  object  waB,  thsy  claimed, 
a  patriotic  one,  and  they  aimed  at  extendiug  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain.  They  mainUiuod  that  though  the  reward  offered  had 
been  20f000i,,  it  wafi  not  euflicient  to  noeomplish  Llie  end,  as 
they  had  already  spiiiit  more  th&n  Iialf  of  that  aum.     Notwith- 
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atanding  thie,  they  h^  discovered  a  number  of  baya,  iclata* 
and  uo^tH  before  unkciOA^'n^  nnd  irmainuch  as  tbtn  was  tie 
gt^Dund  of  tlie  Chatter  issued  by  Charles  II,  to  the  Hudson's 
Btby  Company,  they  claimed  like  oooaidonLlion  Cor  perfonniDg 
&  aimilar  eervI<^o- 

The  petitioners  mitde  the  most  ample  promise  as  to  iheir 
Jutme  ttliDLild  tho  cbarltr  be  granted^  They  would  persevere 
in  their  eeejoh  for  the  passage  to  the  Southern  Ocean  of 
Ameiica,  of  which,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  fftilaro&  in 
finding  it,  they  had  il  strong  hope.  The  forward  policy  of 
Lord  Halifax  of  extensive  coloui2a^ou  they  were  heartily  ia 
favour  of,  and  they  imdertook  to  settle  the  lands  they  might 
diaoos-er.  The  quest jom  bad  been  raised  during  thi^  investiga- 
lion,  whether  the  Company  had  done  unytbing  to  civib^e  the 
Datives.  They  had  certainly  done  aofching.  Probably  thefr 
unawor  W43  that  they  wci-e  a  trading  ootnpany,  and  never  aaw 
the  Indians  except  in  the  months  of  the  trading  season,  when 
in  July  and  August,  they  presented  themaulves  from  the  in- 
tetior  at  the  several  fiictorieA.  The  petitioners  proniised.  in 
regard  to  the  nativce,  that  thoy  would  *'  lay  the  foundation  for 
their  beaoDoing  Chriettaua  and  industrious  eubjects  of  His 
Majesty."  Beyond  the  aending  out  of  a  prayer-book  from 
time  to  time,  which  seemed  to  indicate  a  desLre  to  maintain 
ser\'ice  among  their  servants,  the  Company  had  taken  no 
Gt€pG  in  this  direotion. 

The  closing  argument  for  the  haatowal  of  a  charter  was  that 
they  would  prevent  French  encroaelimeulH  upon  Britirib  rights 
and  trade  on  tlu  continent  of  AmoHea,  The  petition  makes 
the  very  strong  slatument  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
had  connived  at,  or  allowed  French  and  English  to  encroach, 
cuttle,  and  trade  within  their  limits  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Bay.  Whatever  may  have  been  in  the  mind  of  the  petitioners 
on  this  subject  of  ooaniving  with  the  French,  a  penisal  of  the 
mioutes  of  tht^  Company  fails  to  tihow  any  such  disposition. 
The  Company  in  Charles  II. "s  time  was  evidently  more  anti- 
French  thao  tbc  govcvaoneikt.  They  disputed  the  claim  of  the 
Frent-.h  to  any  pait  of  the  Bay,  and  sti'ongly  urged  their  case 
before  the  Buglisli  Cooimissioners  ^t  the  Tieaty  of  Ityswick. 
One  of  their  documents,  seemingly  showing  them  to  \>g  im- 
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preSBod  with  the  claim  of  priority  of  owoership  of  the  Frsnch 
King,  did  propose  a  diviaion  of  the  B&y,  giving  the  south  part 
of  the  Bay  to  the  EVenoh  and  the  remainder  to  theniBelves- 
li  b  easy  to  understand  a  trading  company  wishing  peace,  so 
that  trade  might  go  on,  and  knowing  that  Hudson  Bay,  with 
its  enormous  ooast  line,  afforded  wide  room  for  trade,  proposing 
sQoh  a  settlement. 

No  douht,  however,  the  referenoe  is  to  the  great  competition 
which  was,  in  a  few  years,  to  extend  through  the  interior  to  the 
Booky  Mountains.  This  was  to  be  indeed  a  battle  royal. 
Arthur  Dobbs,  judging  by  his  book,  which  shows  how  far  ahead 
he  waa  of  his  opponents  in  foresight,  saw  that  this  must  come, 
ftnd  BO  the  new  Company  promises  to  penetrate  the  interior, 
cut  off  the  supply  of  furs  from  the  French,  and  save  the  trade 
to  Britain.  A  quarter  of  a  oentnry  afterwards,  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  slow  to  open  their  eyes,  perceived  it  too,  and 
as  we  shall  see,  rose  from  their  slumbers,  and  entered  the 
conflict. 

The  Beport  waa  made  to  the  Privy  Council,  expressing 
appreoiation  of  the  petition,  and  of  the  advanced  views  enun- 
ciated, but  stating  that  the  ease  agiunst  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  had  not  yet  been  mode  out.  So  no  new  charter  waa 
granted  1 


CHAPTEB  S. 

FEEKCH    CANADIAHB    EXPLORE   THE   INTBBIOB. 

The  ''Weatam  Saa"— Ardent  Dulutli— "  Kuninrsiiqma  "— Indua 
boaating— P^  Chftrlevoiz — Father  Qonor— The  man  of  tho 
hour:  YorandrTO — Indian  map  maker — The  North  Shore— A  Hue 
of  forta — The  Aaaimbome  country — A  notable  manuacript — A 
nunvellous  journey — Glory  but  not  weaJth^-Poet  of  the  Weatem 
Soft, 

EvEH  the  French  in  Caiuida  were  animated  in  their  explora- 
tions by  the  dream  of  a  North-West  PuBftage^  The  name 
Lachine  at  the  rapids  above  Montreal  is  the  memorial  of  La 
Salle's  hope  that  the  Western  Sea  was  to  be  reached  along 
this  ohanna].  The  Lake  Superior  region  seems  to  have  been 
neglected  for  twenty  years  after  Badiaaon  and  Qroaeitliers  had 
visited  Lake  Nepigon,  or  Lake  Assiniboines,  as  they  called  it. 

But  the  intention  of  going  inland  from  Lake  Superior  was 
not  lost  sight  of  by  the  Freoeh  ezplorerSt  for  on  a  map  (Pari. 
Lib^  Ottawa)  of  date  1680,  is  the  inscription  in  French  marking 
the  Kaministiquia  or  Pigeon  River,  "By  this  river  they  go 
to  the  AssinepouloGB,  for  150  leagues  toward  (he  north-west^ 
where  there  are  plenty  of  beavers/' 

The  stirring  events  which  we  have  described  between  1682 
and  1684,  when  Badisson  deserted  from  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  and  Fonnded  for  the  French  King  Fort  Bourbon  on 
the  Bay,  were  ocoompanied  by  a  new  movement  toward  Lake 
Superior,  having  the  purpose  of  turning  the  stream  of  trade 
from  Hudson  Bay  southward  to  Lake  Superior. 

At  this  time  Governor  De  La  Barre  writes  from  Canada  that 
the  English  at  Hudson  Bay  had  that  year  attracted  to  them 
many  of  the  northern  Indians,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  coming 
to  Montreal,  and  that  he  hod  despatched  thither  Sleur  Duluth, 
who  had  great  influence  over  the  western  Indiana,     Greysolon 
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DululU  wcLs  oiie  of  tlic  moat  dtLriug  epirits  in  thu  eei'vice  of 
Fmnoe  in  Cauada.  Duluth  writes  {1681)  to  the  Governor  from 
Lake  N^iiif^on,  wliere  he  hatt  ereottid  a  fofb.  neemingly  ueur  the 
spot  "prherc  Bjuliaaon  aod  GTOseilUeva  had  wintered. 

Duluth  says  in  his  ardoQt  mauncr :  ^^  It  romaina  for  ine,  sir, 
to  asBiii-9  you  that  all  the  gav^i^s  of  the  north  have  ^at  oon- 
/tdei:rGrr  in  me,  Jiad  that  ea^Lblea  me  to  promise  you  thn.t  before 
the  inpse  of  two  years  uot  a  aingle  savage  will  visit  the  Englinb 
at  Hudeoa  B^y.  This  tlicy  havo  all  pi  omiaod  me,  and  havo  bound 
themaelres  thereto,  by  the  pi'esenls  I  have  given,  nr  criUBeil  to 
be  given  them,  Tlie  Kliatinos,  Asamopoulacs,  Ac,  hrtvu  pio- 
mii^cd  to  oome  to  my  fort*  <  .  .  Filially,  sir,  1  wish  to  tof^o  my 
life  i£  I  do  not  ab^ut^ly  pravdQt  the  savages  from  viailing  tbe 
Euglish/' 

DulubU  &ee[i»9  foi  several  years  to  have  canied  011  tratle  with 
thi?  Indians  north  and  woet  of  Lake  N^pigou,  aud  no  doubt 
preveiiled  many  of  them  from  going  to  Hudson  Bay.  Bat  he 
wits  not  well  HUpportPd  hy  the  Governor,  being  poorly  !iiipplit*d 
vrith  goods,  and  foi  a  time  the  prosecution  of  trade  by  tbe 
French  in  the  Lake  Superior  region  doclinod.  Tho  intenso 
miereel  oi'eated  by  DTbemlle  in  his  viotoriona  raida  on  Hvidsoo 
Bay  no  doubt  tended  to  div^i-t  tho  attention  of  the  Frunob 
explorers  from  the  trade  with  tbe  interior.  The  Trealiiet^  of 
Ryawiok  aod  Utrecht  cbaofied  the  whole  stale  of  affairs  for  the 
French  King,  and  deprived  by  tbe  latter  of  these  treaties  of 
any  hold  on  the  Bay,  the  French  in  Canada  liegan  to  turn 
their  atteutioa  to  their  deaertod  station  on  Lake  Superiov. 

Now,  too,  the  reviving  interest  in  England  of  the  scheme  for 
tbe  discovery  of  tbe  North-West  Paai^age  infeoted  tbe  French. 
811  yeant  after  the  Treiily  of  Utracht,  we  find  (MS9-  Ottawa;) 
it  stated :  "  Messrs.  de  Vaudreuil  and  Begin  having  written 
laet  year  that  tho  discovery  of  the  Western  J>oa  would  be 
advantageous  to  tbe  Colony,  it  was  approved  that  to  reach  it 
M,  de  Vandreuil  sbnuld  eHtabUab  these  ^^Ith.  whioh  he  had 
proposed,  and  he  was  instructed  at  the  spune  tima  to  havo  the 
same  estaljlishod  without  any  exponse  aocmiog  to  tha  King 
— as  the  peraob  eatabliabing  them  would  be  ramuiierated  by 
Uadc," 

Id  the  year  1717  the  Governor  sent  cui  a  Pi'enob  lieutenant. 


to 
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BJt^ur  De  In  Nou«p  who  founded  n  fort  ill  Eaministiquia.  In  a 
letter,  D&  Ja.  Noue  states  that  the  Indianij  are  well  satisfied 
wjth  the  fori  he  has  erected,  and  pronn»e  to  biiog  theru  ilU 
those  who  h;id  been  jioeuatomod  to  trade  at  Hudson  Bay- 
CJreuiufitances  aeom  to  have  prcrontcd  this  explorer  from 
going  and  eatfLbliahlng  a  fort  at  Teltumionon  (Rjiiny  EaIco).  and 
a  thL'd  at  tlie  Itike  afiill  farther  to  the  north-west. 

It  i»  HOiTiewhal  nobahle  that  during  the  fifty  > ears  succeed- 
mg  the  early  voyagee  of  Radiason  and  Grfvaeillierg  on  E/ake 
Superior,  the  French  were  quite  familiar  with  the  namaa  of 
lahef^  and  livers  xu  the  interior  ^vhich  they  bad  never  viaitod. 
It  will  be  rem  em  be  red.  however,  ibrvt  the  same  thing  19  true 
of  the  English  on  Hudson  Bay,  They  know  the  names 
AsBinihoineB,  Chriatinofl,  and  the  like  a*  familiar  t^nns,  iiUbout'^ 
they  had  not  left  the  Bay- 

Thc  reaaoD  of  thia  is  cusily  eoeti.  The  North-West  Indian  la 
a  gicat  narrator^  He  tells  of  large  tenitonee,  vihst  ae»LS,  ib,  in 
fa^t,  in  the  speech  of  Hiawatha,  **  lagoo,  Ihp  gi'P.at  hoaster/* 
He  could  map  out  his  route  upon  a  piece  of  birch-baik,  and  the 
rcfiipB  still  made  by  the  wild  North- Western  Indians  are  quite 
worthy  of  note. 

It  will  be  obHtirved  that  the  objeoiion  broiij^i  l>y  the  French 
against  the  Hudson's  B&y  Company  of  olinging  to  llie  shores  of 
the  Buiy,  may  be  equally  charged  ngsiinst  the  French  on  the 
shore  of  Lake  Superior,  or  at  least  of  Ijako  Nepigon.  for  thti 
period  from  its  fii'at  oecupation  of  at  least  seventy  years.  No 
dojbb  the  same  explanation  applies  in  both  cases,  vis.  the 
bringing  of  their  furs  bo  the  forts  by  the  Indians  m ado  inland 
exploration  at  that  lime  unneceesaiy. 

But  the  time  and  the  man  had  now  conie,  and  the  vaFit 
praiiios  of  the  North- West,  hithei-to  unseen  by  the  white  man^ 
weit;  to  become  the  battle -ground  for  %  far  greater  contest  for 
the  poBsesflion  of  the  fur  trade  than  had  yet  taken  plaee  either 
in  Hudson  Bay  or  with  the  Dutch  and  English  in  New  Yortt 
State. 

The  promoting  cause  for  this  fonvaisl  movement  was  again 
the  dream  of  opening  up  a  Nonh-West  Passage.  The  hold 
thia  bad  upon  the  French  we  see  was  le^a  than  that  upon 
EVot'ialier,  James.  Middleton,  or  Dobbs  among  the  English- 
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Bpoakinf;  of  the  Frenah  iaterest  in  tbe  echema,  Plorre  Morgry, 
keeper  of  the  French  Arcbivea  in  Paris,  eaye  :  "The  proepeot 
of  di^Goveriag  by  the  interior  %  pasHage  to  the  Grand  OeMn, 
and  bv  thoit  tiO  Chinji*  vvhich  was  proposed  by  oar  ofBcera 
under  Henry  IV,,  Louia  SI1I-,  and  Louia  XIV. ^  had  been 
ttfceo  up  with  renewed  ardour  during  ihe  Begency.  MeraoriaJ 
mtoo  mBinoriUil  h&d  been  preaanUxl  to  tlie  ConsQil  de  Marine 
reHpecCing  the  advisnbiiity  and  the  advantage  of  inaking  this 
discovery.  Indeed,  the  P^re  de  Charlevoix  wae  8ont  to 
America,  und  rna<Ie  his  grua!  journey  from  the  north  to  the  south 
of  New  ^Vacce  for  the  purpose  of  reliably  ipforming  the  Council 
Eta  to  the  moat  fluitablc  route  to  pursue  in  order  to  reach  the 
Weetem  Sea.  But  the  ardour  whieh  dnnng  the  life  of  PhiJip 
of  Orleans  anima,ted  the  Government  regarding  the  exploration 
of  Ibe  Weet  became  fesble^  and  at  length  threatened  to  be 
totally  extinguished,  without  any  beneht  being  derived  from  the 
posts  ^hjeh  they  hftd  already  established  in  the  country  of  the 
Siomi  ai)d  at  KaniJuistiquia-" 

"  The  Recent,  in  choosing  between  the  two  plana  that  Father 
Charlevois  presented  to  him  at  the  oloae  of  bis  journey  for  the 
nttamment  of  9,  knowledge  of  the  Western  Sea,  through  an 
unfortunate  pnidence,  rejected  the  euggestion,  which,  it  ia  true, 
was  the  most  espenaive  and  uncertain,  viz.  an  expedition 
np  the  Missouri  to  its  oouroe  and  beyond,  and  decided  to 
establieb  a  poet  among  the  Siou?(-  The  post  of  the  Sioni  was 
consequently  esUblished  in  1727.  Father  Gonor,  a  Jesuil 
miesionary  who  had  gone  upon  the  expedition,  we  are  told, 
was,  however,  obliged  to  return  without  having  been  able  lo 
discover  anything  that  would  satisfy  the  expectatioas  of  the 
Court  about  the  Western  fiea.*' 

At  this  time  ALic  hill  mac  kinac  was  the  depot  of  the  'West.  It 
stood  in  the  entrance  of  Lake  Michigan — the  Gitche  Gnmee  of 
the  Indian  tribes,  near  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Mary  Biver,  the 
outlet  of  Lake  Superior;  it  was  at  ihe  head  of  Lake  Huron 
And  Georgian  Bay  alike,  Ma-ny  yews  afterguards  it  was  caUed 
the  "  Key  of  the  North- West "  and  the  "  Key  of  the  Upper 
Lakes."  A  round  island  lying  a  little  above  the  lake*  it 
appealed  to  the  Indian  imo^nation,  and,  as  ita  name 
iniplies,   was    likened    by   them    lo    the   turtle.      To   it   from 
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every  Gida  expeditions  gathered,  and  it  b&cnmo  the  great 
rondo  a\'oa3. 

Ab  Michiliiu&ckmac,  just  after  the  arrival  of  Father  Oooor, 
there  came  from  the  region  of  Lake  Superior  i^  man  whose 
aftme  was  to  become  iUuetrioua  aft  an  explorer,  Pierre  Gnulticr 
de  Vnrennes,  Sieur  de  la  Verandrya.  Wo  have  come  lu  kuow 
him  aimply  by  the  Bjngte  name  of  Venuidrye. 

This  j^eat  explorer  was  bom  in  Three  Rivei"a,  the  son  of  4n 
t>ld  oftjcer  cf  the  French  urmy.  The  young  cadet  found  very 
Little  to  do  v\  the  New  Worlds  ami  made  hts  WJiy  home  to 
FraocG.  He  served  as  &  French  officer  in  the  Waj-  of  the 
Spanish  Scjcocseion,  and  wae  severely  wounded  in  tho  battle  of 
Mulplaquet  On  hia  rec  jverj',  he  did  not  reoeive  the  reco^^itii^n 
tliat  lje  dej^ii'ed.  nmi  su  went  to  the  weattsm  wilds  of  CitiiHda 
and  took  up  the  life  of  a  '*  oourcm"  de  bots^" 

Vemndryo,  in  puraoiog  the  fur  ti-ado,  hud  followed  the  eome- 
what  doaertf^d  course  which  Radlsson  aod  Groaeillier^i  hitd  loQg 
before  taken,  and  which  n  decade  before  tht&  La  Noue  had.  aa 
we  have  aoea,  aeloctcd.  The  fort  on  Lake  Nepigon  v^'a3  Htill 
the  rond(MEVOU3  of  the  savages  frorn  the  interi[>r,  whe  were 
wilting  to  be  turned  a^ido  from  viaitin^  th^  English  on  Hudson 
Bay,  From  the  Indiana  who  tisaembled  around  hia  fort  on 
Lake  NepigoL,  in  1738,  Verandri'e  heard  of  the  vast  interior, 
«iid  had  Bomo  hopes  of  reaohiug  the  goal  of  those  who  di'eamt 
of  a  Western  Sea 

An  eiperienced  Indian  leader  OAmed  Ochagach  undertook  to 
map  out  on  biroh  bark  the  route  by  which  the  lakes  of  the 
IDterior  could  be  reached^  and  the  savA^ij  doscant^d  with 
raptiire  upon  the  furs  to  he  obtained  if  the  journey  could  Ike 
mode.  Veraiidrye.  Slled  with  the  thought  of  woatern  diacovery, 
went  to  Quebec  and  discussed  hi^  purpose  with  the  Governor 
there.  He  pointad  out  the  route  by  way  of  the  river  of  the 
ABsiniboels.  and  then  the  Hvert^  by  which  Lake  Ouinipegon 
might  be  reaobcd'  His  estimate  was  that  the  Weateni  Sea 
might  b«  gained  by  an  inland  journey  from  Lake  Superior  of 
500  leagues. 

Goveroor  BenLtharnoLs  considered  the  map  submitted  and  the 
opinions  of  Verandrye  with  his  militai-y  engineer.  ObaLSfiegroa 
De  Lor^' ;  and  their  eonciusious  wore  favourahU  to  Vorandrya'a 
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deductions,  VerHindr^e  hsid  tha  maj^ner  and  cbarootar  which 
inaptrtid  belief  in  his  hono&iy  and  competeDOti.  He  w^  ultio 
helped  in  hia  doalio^a  with  tha  Govcrcioc  at  Quebec  by  the 
reprcaGQtatJon^  of  Father  Gooor,  whom  we  havd  soon  hod 
returned  from  the  forE  e&tahii^he<l  ftmong  the  Sioui,  oooviooed 
that  ihe  other  route  waa  iinpracliciible. 

Father  Goaor  entirety  3>-mpalhized  with  Verondryc  iti  the 
belief  that  the  only  hope  lay  in  passing  through  the  country  of 
the  ChriBlinoB  and  Aa^iniboels  of  the  North,  The  Governor 
granted  the  e;Rplorcr  the  privilege  of  the  entire  profit  of  tUe  fur 
tr&dOj  but  was  unabb  to  give  any  jii^sistiincc  in  money^ 
Verandr^e  now  obtained  th&  aid  of  a  nomber  of  merchantB  in 
MoDtreal  in  provldiog  gDodii  acid  equipment  for  the  journey, 
and  LQ  high  glcejouroeyed  westwtkrd)  ealllog  ab  Michilimackimii 
to  take  with  him  the  Joaaiti  Father  Mea^ogcr,  to  bo  the  com- 
p&nioe  of  bis  voyage-  Neur  the  end  of  August,  1731,  the 
expedition  waa  at  Pigeon  Iliver»  long  known  as  Gi^and  Portage, 
a  point  more  than  forijy  milea  south  westward  of  tim  u^outh  of 
the  Kaministiquia, 

Tbi&  was  a  nolabta  event  \w  history  whea  Veraadfye  and  bis 
craw  stood  ready  to  face  the  hardsLips  of  a  journey  to  the 
interior.  No  douht  the  way  was  hard  and  long,  and  the  men 
were  eulky  and  discouraged,  but  Iho  hemiam  of  thoir  com- 
mander flhooe  forth  aa  he  saw  into  the  futttre  and  led  the  way 
to  &  vatit  and  important  region- 

Ofteu  since  that  time  have  important  expeditions  going  to 
the  Nortb-Weat  been  seen  as  ihey  awept  "^^  the  loweriog 
heights  of  Tbundj^r  Ciipe,  and,  passing  ouwaid,  entered  the 
uninviting  mouth  of  Kamiuistiquiu- 

Eighty-tive  years  afterward.  Lord  Selkirk  and  bis  band  of  one 
hundred  De  Meuron  soldiers  u];kpeai'ed  here  in  cnJ3oea  and 
peneti'ated  to  Red  River  to  regain  the  lost  Fort  Douglee. 

One  bnodred  and  tweety-six  yeaie  after  Verandiye,  accord- 
ing lo  an  account  given  by  an  eye-wiinesa — an  old  Hudson "e 
Bay  Company  officer — a  Canadian  Eteamer  laden  high 
Above  the  di^ck'f  appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kaministiquia 
bearing  the  Dawson  and  Hind  expedition,  bo  explore  the  plains 
of  Asainiboia  and  pave  the  way  for  their  admiBHion  to  Canada. 

One  hundred  aud  tbirty-Dtne  years  after  Vermdrye,  Sir 
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Qamot  Woleeley,  with  hie  British  regitl&rs  and  Oanftdi&n 
voTunteerH,  swept  through  Thund&r  Bay  on  theii"  way  to  put 
dnwD  the  BeG  River  rebeUion- 

And  now  one  hundred  aqI  sijiy-nine  yoars  after  Veraudryet 
;1iho  flplondid  BtcamciE  of  the  Canadian  Paoi£o  HnJlway  Com- 
pany thrice  a  week  in  Bummar  carry  their  living  cargo  mto  tbe 
mouth  of  tbe  Kumiaistiquia  to  be  transported  by  rail  to  tbe 
last  filling  praJricB  of  Elbe  West. 

Yob  I  it  vribsa  great  ovont  nhon  Verandryd  and  his  little  bjuid 
of  unwilling  voyageur^  stuned  inland  from  the  shore  of  Lake 
Superior. 

Yer&udrye,  hie  raliant  nephew,  De  La  Jemeraye^  and  hie 
two  Bcns,  were  tho  laaderfl  of  the  QXpcdition.  Gmnd  Portage 
avoids  by  a  nine  mile  portage  the  faJla  and  rapids  at  cbe  mouth 
nf  the  Pigeon  River,  aJid  northward  fron  bhifl  point  the  party 
wont>  luid  after  many  h&rdBhipa  reached  Itainy  L^ko  in  the 
ilrflt  Boason*  173L  Here,  ot  the  head  of  Rainy  Biver,  just 
wh«rd  it  leavttfi  the  Lt^e,  they  buiJt  their  first  fort,  St^  Pierre^ 
Tlio  writer  hjis  exanuned  the  site  of  this  fort,  just  three  miles 
al>ovo  iho  falls  of  Rainy  River  and  seen  tbe  mounds  and 
oxoavatiods  still  remaining.  This  seems  to  haro  been  thoif 
furthent  point  reached  in  the  first  season,  and  chey  returned  to 
winter  at  Raminiiiitiquia.  Tn  tho  oeAb  year  the  expedition 
itviod  Inland*  and  in  tbe  month  of  June  reached  their  Fort 
Bl.  Pianc,  dofloonded  the  Rainy  Biver,  and  with  einJtation  saw 
bbo  •Kp&&iO  of  iiio  fjake  of  tlie  Wooda, 

Th«  vaflloat  niund  we  Bud  thia  lake  knowu  by  is  that  given 
by  Vanuidryo.  Ho  Mys  U  wae  o^Ilod  Lake  Uiuitio  (Cree, 
MtnUtik)  or  Des  Bois.  (1)  Th«  formarof  tfaeso  namos,  Mtnitift, 
luoma  \o  ba  Ojibxvay,  and  to  moan  Lake  of  the  Islands, 
probably  [rforrinn  to  tho  lor^v  uLunber  of  ialanils  to  be  foujid 
in  bho  nw-thorn  lialf  of  Uid  Lftk«.  The  other  name  (3),  Lac  dee 
Ititi«,  nr  [<abo  of  tho  Woods,  would  appear  to  have  been  a  mie- 
UTin»l*tiim  of  ihr  Indian  (Ojihway)  name  by  which  tbe  Ijike 
iva»  knowr,  Tlko  uiuno  (^)  Wiu*  "  IHkwiMliaa  Sogaigan/' 
cvwnii^K  "tbi«inlani4  take  t4  the  ftand  bilb,"  referring  to  the 
ii1tirli»4C  fMiiK**  of  «and  hilla  mnning  for  some  thirteen  miles 
hIouk  th«  H-mtlirtii  ahor»  of  thr  t^o  to  the  aost  of  the  mouth 
of  lUlii^  lliTi^fi  \U  cbiof  Uibutery. 
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AQobher  n&me  fouad  on  a  map  prepared  by  bhs  Hudson's 
B»7  Company  in  1748  is  {4)  Lake  NimigoD,  probably  m&aning 
the  "  eicpanse,"  referring  tr>  the  open  ahc^ot  of  ^ibt«r  no^  often 
called  "  tift  Traverse/'  Two  otber  nftmea  (5)  CJearwater  T^ake 
and  (6)  WMtefiah  Lake,  are  clearly  Lhe  extension  oF  Clearwater 
Bay,  a  north' woatcrzi  part  of  the  Lake,  and  Wfcibefish  Bay.  etill 
giT«n  by  the  Indians  to  blie  channel  to  Ihd  daab  oE  Gra^ide 
Presqu'ile. 

Oq  the  sou  lb -west  side  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  YoraDdrye's 
pftrty  built  Port  St.  Cbarles*  probably  hoping  then  to  (^OIno  ici 
touob  with  the  Sioux  who  viaitod  (haL  aide  of  tho  lake,  and 
with  whom  they  would  seek  trade.  At  this  point  the  prospect 
was  very  temobe  of  reaching  the  Western  Sea.  The  eipsosefi 
wore  ^eat,  and  the  fur  trado  did  not  bo  Far  give  BuBoient 
return  to  justify  a  further  miu-ob  to  the  intdnor,  TTnaBsifitod 
they  had  raached  in  1733  Lake  Ouinipegon  (Wmiiipeg),  by 
deaoeoding  the  rapid  river  frcm  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  which 
they  f^avc  the  naroe  of  Maiirepoa. 

The  government  in  Quebec  informed  the  French  Miniabor, 
M.  de  MH,urapaH,  that  thf^y  had  been  told  by  the  adventurous 
Jemeraye  that  if  the  French  King  would  bear  the  sKpense, 
they  wore  now  certain  that  tho  Western  Sea  oould  be  reached. 
They  had  lost  in  going  to  Lake  Ouinipegon  not  lesa  than 
43,000  livres,  and  could  not  proceed  funh^^r  without  aid.  The 
reply  from  the  Court  of  France  wus  unfavourable;  nothtog 
more  than  the  free  privilege  of  the  fur  trade  was  granted  the 
explorers - 

In  the  following  year  Verandrye  built  a  fort  near  Lakd 
Ooinipegon*  at  tbe  moutb  of  the  Maurepas  Biver  (which  we 
now  know  aa  Winnipeg  Biver),  and  nob  far  from  tho  present 
Fort  Alexander.  The  fort  was  called  Fort  Mauropaa,  alUiongh 
the  explorers  felt  tbab  they  had  htlle  for  which  to  thank  the 
French  Minister.  Still  aQxiotia  to  puaU  on  iurthcr  wosti  bub 
prevented  by  wont  of  meana,  they  made  a  eocond  appeal  to  tbe 
French  Governmeot  in  1735,  But  again  catna  tbe  same  reply, 
of  refusal.  The  eKplorers  apeot  their  time  trading  with  tha 
Indiana  botnecn  Lake  Winnipeg  and  Grand  Portage,  and 
ooming  and  going,  oa  bhoy  had  occasion,  to  Lake  Superior,  and 
aUo  to  Michiiimackiaac  with  their  cargoes. 
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While  at  Port  St.  Cbarles,  on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  in  1736,  a  great  disaBter  overtook  ttje  party,  Veran- 
drje's  eldest  son  was  very  anAiouB  to  return  to  EaministiqutA. 
ftfl  WHS  atao  the  Joauit  priest,  ArinQA,u,  who  wtte  in  compAny 
with  the  traders.  Varajidrye  waa  unwilling,  but  at  lost  coo- 
■ented.  The  party,  conais ling  of  the  younger  Verandrye  ood 
twenty  met,  were  mtbleflsly  noaaaacred  by  tin  ambuah  of  the 
Sioux  on  a  smaL]  island  some  five  leaguefl  from  Fort  Bt.  CbarloB, 
Still  known  as  M&BS&cte  laland. 

A  fuw  days  afterwards  the  crime  was  discovered,  and 
Verandrye  had  difficulty  ia  preventing  hiB  party  from  accepting 
the  offer  of  the  Assiniboines  and  Chriatinoe  to  follow  the  Siotu 
and  wreak  thwr  vengeance  upoo  them.  Dmirig  the  next  year 
Forb  Maurapas  was  hIiI]  their  fftrLheHt  ontpciMt. 

Though  no  asaiataiice  could  be  obtaii^ed  from  the  Freitoh 
Court  lor  western  discovery,  imd  althoagh  the  difhoullieB 
teemed  almost  insurmountable,  Verandrye  was  uawiilitig  to 
give  up  tbe  patb  open  to  him.  He  had  the  true  spirit  of  tbe 
expIor<^r,  and  chafed  in  bia  little  stcK^kade  on  the  ahorea  of 
Lake  Winnipeg,  seeking  new  worlds  to  conquer- 

If  it  wfw  ti.  great  event  when  Verandrye,  in  1731,  left  the 
ehores  of  Lake  Superior  to  go  inland,  it  was  one  of  eqoal 
moment  when,  pennitesa  and  in  debt,  he  deterooined  at  iJl 
baaarda  to  leave  the  rocke  and  woods  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  and 
seek  the  broad  prairies  of  the  V7eee,  His  decUion  being  thii« 
reached,  the  region  which  is  now  the  fertile  Canadian  prairies 
was  entered  upon. 

We  are  fortunate  in  baring  the  ori^nal  journal  of  this 
notable  expedition  of  1733  in  the  bands  of  Mr,  Douf^laa 
Brymner,  Arohiviflt  %t  Ottawa.  Thfs  with  two  letters  of  Bien- 
ville were  obtained  by  Mr.  Brymner  frotn  a  French  fAmily  in 
Uontrealf  and  the  identity  of  tbe  documents  has  been  fully 
eetabUshed- 

Thi&  joumfti  covers  the  time  from  the  departure  of  Verandrye 
from  Micbilimackinoo  on  July  2(Rh«  till  say  1739,  wben  be 
writes  from  the  heart  of  tbe  prairtca.  On  September  33nd 
the  brave  Verandiye  left  Fort  Maorepna  for  tbe  bind  nnkoown. 
It  took  him  but  two  days  with  his  five  men  to  oroaa  in  awift 
oonoes  the  eouth-e&at  eipause    of   Lake  Winnipeg,  enter  the 
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mouth  of  Bed  Bivcr,  ood  reach  the  forks  of  the  Red  and 
AsBiciiboicie  Rivera,  where  the  eity  of  Wmnipcf*  now  Btftride. 

It  wftH  thus  oT»  September  24th  of  that  memorable  year  that 
the  eyes  of  the  white  man  first  ftill  on  the  fiiiQ  of  what  is 
deatined  to  bo  the  great  central  city  of  Canada.  A  few  Creea 
who  eiEpecled  hLm  met  the  French  ciplorer  there,  and  he  hod  a 
i^onferent^  with  two  chiefs,  who  were  in  the  hahit  of  tiiking 
their  furs  k>  the  GugllHli  od  Hudson  Bay. 

The  water  of  the  Asflituboine  River  ran  At  tbie  time  very  low, 
but  Ver&ndrye  was  an^tious  to  push  westward.  Di^Uyed  by 
Lhe  shiillowness  of  thti  A^sinihoine,  ihG  fiKplorur's  progress  was 
very  slow,  but  in  els  daya  be  reached  the  portage,  then  used  to 
croao  to  Lako  Manitoba  on  the  route  to  Hudson  Bay,  On  this 
portaga  now  stands  the  Hsfn^  of  Porta^  La  Prdrte, 

The  AHsinilwJne  ludianf^  who  uieb  Vemiidrya  here  totd  him 
it  vrould  be  useless  for  him  to  aucepd  the  AsBinlboine  RiT&r 
further,  aa  the  water  wa^  bo  low.  Verandrye  waa  expecting  a 
reipiorcement  to  join  his  party  under  Mb  colleague,  M.  de  la 
Marcjue.  He  determined  to  remain  at  Portage  Ia  Prairie  and 
lo  build  &  fort.  Yerandrye  theu  assembled  the  Indiana,  i^are 
them  presents  of  powder,  boll,  tobacco,  aiea,  knives,  &«-,  aud 
in  the  name  of  the  Fr^ccb  King  received  tbeta  els  tbe  children 
of  the  great  mooaroh  acrosn  the  sea,  and  repeated  several  times 
to  them  the  orders  of  tha  King  they  were  to  obey. 

It  19  very  intorestieg  to  uotice  the  skill  with  which  the  early 
Freoch  estplcrera  dealt  with  the  Indians,  and  to  see  the  forraaJ 
way  in  which  they  took  poaseaaion  of  the  lond^  visited. 
Verandrye  states  that  the  Indians  were  groatiy  impreaBi^d, 
"  many  with  tears  in  their  eyes."  He  odds  with  some  nOrX'^Hi^ 
*' They  thanked  me  greatly,  promising  to  Jo  wonders/' 

On  October  3rd,  Verandrye  decided  to  build  a  fort.  He  was 
joined  abortly  after  by  Measrsn  do  Ja  Marque  and  Nolant  with 
eight  men  in  two  conoea.  The  fort  was  soon  pushed  on,  and, 
with  the  help  of  the  Indians,  was  finished  by  October  lath. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  Fort  de  la  Heine.  At  this  stage  m 
hiB  journal  Verandrye  makea  on  iruportant  announoemenlf 
bearing  on  a  subject  which  has  been  aomewbat  diacusoed. 

Verr^drye  says,  "  M.  de  la  Marque  told  me  he  had  brought 
M.  de  Louvi^re  to  the  forks  with  two  canoes  to  build  a  fort  there 
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for  the  accommodatioQ  of  the  p«ople  of  Ibe  Bed  Biver^  I 
approve^l  xA  it  if  tile  Indians  were  notlEed."  This  aettles  thd 
fact  that  there  waB  a  fort  at  the  forks  of  the  Red  and  ABaini- 
boine  Bi^ar^i  and  that  it  waa  built  iri  1733, 

[□  the  absence  of  Lht4  infoniiatioo,  wa  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  ^•k\x\%  tho  building  of  Fort  Bouge  at  bbis  point  from 
1736  to  1737.  There  can  now  be  no  doubt  that  October,  1738, 
ia  the  Qorreot  dixte,  From  French  maps,  as  has  beeD  pointed 
out,  Fort  Rouge  etood  at  the  [nouth  of  the  AsHiniboine,  on  tha 
south  eide  of  the  river,  and  the  portion  of  the  city  of  Winnipeg 
oalled  Fort  Rouge  is  properly  named. 

It  1b,  of  course,  evident  that  the  forts  erected  by  these  early 
eiplorera  were  simply  winter  statiousp  thrown  up  in  great  haste. 

Verandrya  and  hia  hood  of  ^ty-lwo  poisons,  FronchmeQ  and 
Indiana,  eet  out  overland  by  the  Mandan  road  on  October  18th, 
to  reach  the  Mondan  settlements  of  the  MisaouH.  It  ie  not  a 
part  of  our  work  to  describe  that  journey.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  CD  December  3rd  he  was  at  the  central  fortof  the  MandaDS, 
2^  miles  from  bis  fort  at  Pottage  \\\  Prolne. 

Being  unable  to  induce  bis  Assiniboine  guides  and  inter- 
preters to  ramaiu  far  the  winter  among  Ibe  LVlandiinSn  Verandrye 
returned  90 ute what  unwillingly  bo  tbe  Aaeiuiboine  River.  He 
arrived  on  February  10th  at  bis  Fort  de  la  Reine,  as  he  says 
himself,  "  greatly  fatigued  and  rery  ill," 

Verandrye  in  his  journal  ^ives  us  an  excelleut  opportunity 
of  fleeing  the  thorough  devotion  of  tbo  man  to  bis  duty.  From 
Fort  Mit:hilittiackinae  to  the  Missouri,  by  the  route  followed  by 
him,  ifl  not  less  than  1200  miles,  and  this  he  accomplished,  as 
we  have  Been  wUh  the  necessary  delay  of  building  a  fort, 
bebwcen  July  20th  and  Doocmhcr  3rd — 136  days — of  this 
wonderful  year  of  1738. 

Struggling  with  difficulties^  satisfying  creditors,  hoping  (or 
assistance  from  Franco,  but  ever  patriotic  and  single-minded, 
Verandryo  became  the  leading  spirit  in  Western  exploration. 
In  the  year  after  bis  great  expedition  to  the  pralriea,  he  was 
summoned  to  Montreal  to  resist  a  lawsuit  brought  against  him. 
The  prevaLiing  sin  of  French  Canada  was  jealousy.  Though 
Verandrye  bad  struggled  ao  bravely  to  explore  the  country, 
there  were  those  who  wliispered  in  the  ear  of  the  Miiiiater  of 
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(he  French  Courl  that  he  was  selfish  sjid  unwortliy.  Id  hiA 
heart -lirok an  reply  to  tbc  charges,  be  sa,yh,  "It  moro  thui 
40,000  livree  ol  debt  which  I  have  ou  my  Bboiiidors  are  fta 
advantage,  then  I  can  flatter  myself  that  T  am  very  rich/' 

In  1741  a  fruitless  attempt  was  made  to  reach  the  Maiidana,. 
but  m  the  following  year  Verandrye'a  eldeet  flurvivrng  son  and 
hifl  brother,  known  as  the  Chevalier,  baviug  with  them  only 
two  GfuifuliEUis,  left  Fort  do  In  Reine,  and  ma4e  in  this  and  th& 
Huoceediiig  year  oua  of  the  most  famous  of  the  Verandrye 
disGOvedeE.  This  lies  beyond  tho  Scid  of  our  inquiry,  being 
the  journey  to  the  Missouri,  nud  up  to  an  eastern  spur  of  the 
Bocky  Mountains.  Parkman,  in  hia  *' A  Half  Century  of 
Oonfliot,"  baa  given  u  detailed  account  of  this  remarkable 
journey. 

Going  northward  over  the  Portage  la  Prairie,  Varandrye'a- 
sons  htbd  disuoTsrei  what  is  now  known  as  Lake  Manitoba^ 
vtd  bad  re&cbed  the  Saskatchewan  Rivei'.  On  the  west  aids 
of  Lake  Manitoba  Ibey  founded  Fort  Dauphin,  while  at  bbe 
west  end  of  the  oalargement  of  the  Saskatchewan  koowD  aa 
Cedar  Late,  they  built  Fort  Bourbon  and  fiflcended  the 
Saekolcbewan  to  the  forka,  which  were  known  as  the  Poskoiac* 
Tardy  recognition  of  Verandrye  s  achievements  came  from  tho 
freacb  Court  in  the  explorer  being  promoted  to  the  poeftion  of 
captain  in  the  Colonial  troopa,  and  a  short  time  after  be  was 
giveu  the  Cross  of  the  Order  of  St.  Loujh.  Beauhamoia  and 
bis  successor  Golisaionicte  bad  both  stood  by  Verandrye  and 
done  thfiir  best  for  him.  Indeed,  the  explorer  was  just  about 
k>  [irocaed  on  the  great  eiipedition  which  wa.H  to  fulfil  their 
hopes  of  finding  the  Weatetti  Sea,  when*  on  December  Gth.  be 
passed  away,  his  dream  unrealized,  He  was  an  uQselfiEb  Boul, 
a  man  of  great  eitecutive  ability,  and  one  who  dearly  loved  hia 
King  and  country.  He  stands  ont  in  striking  coittrast  to  tho 
Bigots  and  Jooquicres,  who  disgraced  the  natue  of  France  in 
the  New  World, 

From  tha  haudA  of  these  vampirea,  who  bad  come  to  suok 
oat  the  blood  of  New  Prance,  Veraifdrye's  sons  received  no 
consideration.  Their  claims  were  oooUy  pasaed  by,  tbeir 
goods  shamelessly  eeieedt  and  their  written  and  foreiblo  re- 
monatrimce  made   no    impreafiion,     Legardeur  de  St.  Pierre,. 
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more  to  the  mind  of  tho  seltieh  Bigots  wae  given  Iheir  place 
and  property^  and  in  1751  a  smjill  iox\,  w^.^  built  on  the  app«E 
waters  of  the  Saskatchewan,  w^^x  the  Rocky  Mountains,  neitr 
wh&ru  ibe  town  of  Calgary  now  stands.  This  muh  called  lo 
bonour  of  the  (Jovcfuor,  Fort  Lt'^  Jonquicre>  A  youJ  afterward, 
St^  Pierre,  with  bie  HkIq  garrifion  of  live  men,  disguetod  with 
the  country,  deaefted  Fort  La  Reine.  which,  a  few  weeks  after, 
was  burn&d  to  the  ground  by  the  AsHuiiboines. 

The  fur  trade  waa  continued  by  the  French  in  much  the  same 
bounds,  80  long  aa  the  country  remained  inthehandeof  Franocp 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  an  actynmt  of  these  affairs  given 
Lu  D 8  Bougainville's  Memoir,  dwo  years  before  tlie  capture  of 
Canada  by  Wolie.  The  forta  built  by  Verandrye'a  aucceasora 
were  included  under  the  '*  Puat  of  the  Western  Bea"  (La  Mer 
de  I'OueBt),  Boagaiovilte  says,  "The  Post  of  tho  Western 
Sea  is  the  moBi  advanced  toward  the  tiortb  ,  it  is  situated 
amidst  many  Indian  tribes,  with  whom  wo  trade  and  who 
have  intercoQree  with  the  English,  toward  Hudson  Bay.  Wo 
have  there  several  fort^i  built  of  stockades,  trnqted  generally  to 
the  ciLTe  of  one  or  two  ofSceia,  seven  or  eight  soldiers,  and 
eighty  tnqaqU  Caitadians^  We  can  push  further  the  discoveries 
we  have  made  ia  that  country,  and  oommmiicate  even  with 
California." 

This  would  have  realised  the  dream  of  Verandryaof  reaching 
tha  Weetern  Sea. 

■■  Tho  Post  of  La  Merde  TOuaat  includes  the  forte  of  Si.  Pierre, 
&t.  Charles,  Bourbon,  De  la  Reine,  Dauphin,  Poslcoiac,  and  Dea 
Prtiinea  (De  la  Jouqoi^re),  aU  of  which  are  built  with  palisades 
that  can  give  protection  only  o^inst  the  Indians**' 

•'  The  Poet  of  Ia  Mer  de  TOneet  merits  special  Attention  for 
two  reascna  :  tha  first,  that  it  is  the  neoruat  ^o  the  establish- 
cuents  of  the  Bngliah  on  Hudson  Bay,  and  from  which  their 
movemont^  can  be  watched;  the  second,  that  froco  this  post, 
the  discovory  of  the  Western  Sea  may  be  aceomplisbed  ;  hut 
to  make  thia  diKCOVE;ry  it  will  lie  neue^nary  that  the  travellers 
give  up  al]  view  of  persoDal  iatereBt." 

Two  years  later,  French  power  in  North  America  oame  to  an 
end,  and  a  geoemtion  afterword^  the  Western  Sea  was  di£' 
covered  by  British  fur  trftdera. 


CHAPTEB    XI. 


THE   eCOTTlEH    MERCHAKTS   OP    MONTREAL. 


Unyielding  old  Cadut —Competition— Tho  ontorjirieing  Honry-  Loadit 
the  way — Tbomiu  Cuiry — Tho  older  P'inMv — PJrnidvnnjC  Indiana 
— ''Grand  Portage" — A  faraoue  nuirt — The  plucky  FrobisburB 
— The  Slooptn^  Giui^t  (kri>afli)d — Fort  CumbtirUnd — Ciiuri'lnlJ 
Itiver — Indian  liaicg — Tho  tleodiy  smallpox— The  whitea  aave^L 

Thb  (^apCaraof  Canad^t  by  Genend  Wolfe  in  1769  completely 
chuig«d  the  oourae  of  affaira  in  the  Western  fur  (M^uutjy, 
Uicliiliaiackiu^iC  auj  Qo.\\\i  3Lo.  Moiid  hzul  become  couaiderable 
tr&ding  oejitres  undt^r  the  FVench  rS^imc,  hut  thii  officers  &nd 
men  hod  sJmoet  entirely  been  withdrawn  from  the  outpoets  in 
the  death  struggle  foi"  the  defeaco  oi  Quebec  and  Monti'eal- 

The  conquest  cf  Canuida  wa.3  &iiDoun(;ed  with  Horrow  by  the 
chid  cnptain  of  the  West,  Charles  do  Ltbagiade*  cu  hia  return 
after  the  civpitul&tion  of  MantrcrtJ.  Tha  Frot^ch  Ciinn<liat]&  who 
had  taken  Indian  wives  still  elung  to  tihe  fur  cauntiy.  These 
French  half-brefd  KettletnentH  at  Mjt^hillmjickinaG  ajtd  ueigh- 
bouring  posts  were  of  aome  size,  but  beyond  Lake  buponor, 
eieept  a  Etmggler  here  and  there,  nothing  French  wae  left 
behind.  The  forts  of  the  western  post  fell  into  decay,  and  were 
in  most  cases  burnt  by  bbe  IndiaJia^  Not  eld  army  officer,  uot 
ji  prieat,  not  a  fur  tradotf  remainod  beyond  KooinistiquiO' 

The  French  of  Michihmaofcmac  region  were  for  a  tirae 
unwilling  to  liccept  Briliab  rule.  Old  trader,  Jean  BapUste 
Gadot.  who  had  settled  with  bis  Indian  wifi).  AniLStasiet  at 
Saolt  Bte.  Marie,  and  become  a  iQan  of  wide  influence,  for  yoarg 
refused  to  yield,  and  a  French  Canadian  anther  says :  **  So  the 
Preneh  flag  continued  to  Hoat  over  the  fort  of  Bault  Sto.  Muria 
loDg  after  ihe  Jttur*iie4U  had  quitted  for  ever  tba  raJ:Qparta  of 
Q^ieliec.     Under  the  shadow  of  the  old  coloure,  bo  fruitful  of 
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tender  uiemaHeft,  be  was  able  to  belreve  himself  fitill  under  the 

ptotcction  of  the  mother-country."     However*  Cadot  ended  by 

^    oooepting  the  situo^tiou,  and  au  author  tells  us  that  like  Codot, 

.*■  were  the  La  Cornea,  the  Langlades,  the  Eeitujeua,  the  Bibys. 

*'&nd  miLDy  otpbei'S  who,  iLfl«r  ^ghling  like  lioua  iLgiiiusti  EngliLud. 

/  were  counted  n  UtUe  l&tet  among  the  Lumber  of  her  most  gallant 
defenderSp"  Fot  aevera)  years,  however,  the  fur  trade  was  not 
oanied  on. 

The  ahange  of  fiog  in  Canat^a  brought  a  number  of  enter- 
pristng  epirita  us  settlers  to  Quebec  and  Montreal,  The 
Highland  regiments  under  Gonerale  Amherat  and  Wolfe  had 
Been  Montreal  and  Quebec.  A  number  of  tbe  loilitary  became 
settlers.  The  nuppresHion  of  the  Jofobite  rebellion  irt  Bcotljmd 
U)  1745  had  led  to  the  dispersion  of  maoy  youag  men  of  family 
beyood  the  seas.  Setae  of  thoae  drifted  to  Montrenl.  Many  of 
the  Scotttab  aettlements  of  the  United  States  had  remained 
loyal,  so  that  after  the  Atnerieiia  Revolution  parties  of  Lh^e 
loyahsts  oacie  to  Montreal.  Thus  in  a  way  hard  to  osplain 
satiafaetorilyr  the  JCuglisii'SpoELking  merahaitta  who  came  ti> 
Canada  were  largely  Soottiah,  Ta  a  Government  report  found 
in  tbe  Haldiniand  papers  In  1784.  it  is  stated  that  *'Tbe  greater 
paH  of  the  InhabitantB  of  Montreal  (no  douliit  meaning  Engiish- 
epeaking  inhahitanta)  are  Presbyteriana  of  the  Ciiuroh  of 
Sootland/'  It  was  tbeee  Scottish  merchantB  of  Montreal  wbo 
revived  the  fur  trade  to  the  interior, 

Waehingboii  Irvlug,  Hj^jpiaking  of  these  mercliants,  says. 
"  Most  of  the  clerks  were  youog  men  of  good  families  from  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  oharaateiized  by  tha  pBraeverance, 
thrifli,  uid  fiflelity  of  their  country."  He  refers  ta  their  feastft 
"  mfiHtig  the  rafters  resound  with  burata  of  loyalty  and  old 
Soottisb  songQ." 

The  latd  Archbishop  Tacbe.  a  ^Veneh  Canadian  long  known 
in  tbe  North -West,  speaking  of  this  period  says,  "Companies 
called  English,  but  generally  compoaed  of  Bootchmen,  were 
found  in  Canada  to  continue  to  mako  the  naoat  of  the  rich  fura 
of  tho  forests  of  the  North.  Necessity  obl^cd  them  ^t  first  to 
accept  the  co-operation  of  the  French  Canadi^uis,  who  main- 
tained their  infiuence  by  the  ahaie  they  took  in  the  working  of 
these  oompaniea.  .  .  .  This  circum&tonoe  explains  how,  after 
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the  Scolrch,  the  French   Canaduirt    dement   ib   the    most  im^ 
portajit,'' 

The  first  among  th<jse  Scoitish  merobatite  to  hit-  away  from 
Mootreiil  to  the  far  Weet  was  Alexander  Henry,  whose  "  Travelft 
and  Atlvfintuies  in  Canada  Euid  Ihe  Indian  Tarritoiiea  between 
bbQ  years  1760  and  1766"  have  the  cborni  of  narrative  of  an 
Irving  or  a  Parkman,  He  knew  nothing  of  the  fur  trade,  bu| 
be  look  wilh  him  an  evpenenced  French  Canadian,  named 
Ciunpion-  He  appeared  iLt  Michiliut&ckinoc  two  years  after 
the  conquest  by  Wolfe,  and  in  the  following  year  visited  Saulb 
StO'  Marie,  with  its  etoakaded  fort,  and  (onned  a  friendship  wil 
trader  Oadot,  In  the  following  year,  Henry  was  a  witness  of 
the  n:)aeaacre  at  Michilimackin&c.  so  giuphioolly  descrihed  by 
Parkman  in  his  •*  Conapiroey  of  Ponliac."  Henry's  account  irf 
hia  own  escape  ia  a  ihriiliDg  tale. 

In  1765  Tlimry  obtaine<l  from  the  Ccinowndant  at  Michili- 
maokJnac  licence  of  the  exclusive  trade  oE  Lake  Superior.  He 
purchased  the  freight  of  four  oanoea,  which  he  toolf  at  the 
price  of  10,000  good,  merchantable  heavers.  With  his  crew  of 
twelire  men,  and  fiupplie^  oE  lifty  bufiheU  of  prepared  Indi&n 
com,  he  reached  a  hand  of  Indiane  oo  the  Lake  who  were  in 
poverty,  but  who  took  his  supplies  on  trust,  and  went  off  to 
hunt  heaver.  In  due  time  the  Indiana  returned,  and  paid  up 
promptly  aod  fully  the  loana  irifide  to  them.  By  1763  he  had 
succeeded  in  opening  up  the  desired  route  of  French  traders. 
going  from  MichihrnackinaQ  to  Kaministiquia  on  Lake  Superior 
and  returning.     His  later  journeys  we  may  notice  afterwards. 

Of  the  other  derc bants  who  followed  Henry  in  rBviving  the 
old  route,  the  first  to  make  a  notablo  odvcntore  was  the  Scotch- 
man ThomaB  Curry,  Procuring  the  requieite  bnnd  of  vcyagoura 
and  interpreters,  in  1766  be  pushed  through  with  four  canoGH, 
along  Veiandrye's  route,  even  to  the  sile  of  the  old  Freneh 
E^art  BourboD,  on  the  W'cat  of  Cedar  Lake,  on  the  lower 
Saakatcbewon  River.  Curry  bad  in  hia  movt-ment  sonie- 
thing  of  the  spint  of  Verandrye,  and  hie  season's  trip  wa4  bo 
sacceasful  thatt  according  to  Sir  Alexander  Mackensie,  hjs  fine 
furs  gave  BO  handsome  a  return  that  ''he  was  batished  never 
again  never  lo  return  to  the  Indian  country." 

Another  valorous   SeotchjD&n,    J^imes   Ftolay,  of  Montreal, 
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tiooik  up  Ibe  paddlb  that  Curry  hii.6.  laid  rlown,  aad  in  1768,  with 
B.  force  equal  to  Ibat  of  Curry,  pnssed  into  tbe  interior  and 
osoonded  the  S&akatchGwiLa  to  Nipawi,  tbo  fiLrtboGt  point  which 
Verandiye  hitd  reached.  He  w&e  rewarded  with  a  generoua 
return  for  his  venture. 

But  while  those  jcumeya  had  been  aucoeasfuJ,  it  wottld  fieem 
that  the  turbulent  atnte  ol  ihe  Indian  tribes  had  mule  other 
exp(!ditions  dlsftsCroufl.  In  it  memorio,!  sent  by  the  Fnr  tnulei'g 
li  leyi  y^ar-s  luter  tp  the  CAnikdian  (invBramQiit,  it  is  ^L^itiil  thut 
itk  a  venbure  m&de  from  Michilimarckinas  in  1765  the  Indiana  of 
E&my  Luke  bad  plundi^red  the  traders  of  their  ^oodSn  that  in 
the  next  year  a  aimilDj  revolt  followed,  that  in  the  following 
year  the  traders  were  i;ompQlled  U>  leuvu  a  certiun  portion 
of  their  goods  iit  Rainy  Likbe  to  he  allowed  to  go  on  to  Lake 
OuLnipiquo.  It  i^  stated  that  the  brothers,  Benjamin  and 
Janie^  Wobiaher,  of  Montreal,  who  became  so  celebrated  &s. 
fur  liJidere,  began  a  pcet  ten  yeaxH  after  the  oopqaest.  These 
two  tuerchantfi  were  EngHahmen.  They  speedily  took  the  lead 
in  pushing  forward  far  into  the  interior,  and  were  the  moat 
practical  of  the  fur  traders  in  making  alliance  and  in  dealing 
suetieRsfully  ip\'itlL  the  Indians.  In  bhelr  ^vaI  eispedition  they 
had  the  same  expeni^nce  in  their  goods  being  seized  by  the 
thievish  Jndjans  of  lUiny  Lake;  hut  before  they  could  aeod 
bftck  woi-d  the  goods  for  the  next  venture  hud  reiiched  Grand 
Portage  on  Lake  Sup^ior,  and  they  were  compelled  to  try  the 
route  lo  the  West  again.  On  this  occasion  they  managed  to 
defy  the  pillaging  hands,  and  reaolied  Fort  Bourbon  on  thi^ 
Saskatchewan,  Tbey  now  discovered  that  cooperation  and  fk 
conatdflrable  tihow  of  force  was  the  only  oiethod  ot  carrying  on 
a  safe  trade  among  the  various  triboB*  It  was  fortunate  for  the 
Montreal  traders  that  such  courageous  leaders  as  the  Probtshotd 
had  undertaken  the  trade. 

The  trade  to  the  Nortb>Weat  thae  reoeived  a  i^qaithUou^ 
development  at  t^ie  ban  da  of  the  Montreal  merehants, 
Nepigon  and  the  KEimriiistiquia,  which  had  been  such  impor- 
tant pomta  in  the  Frenob  TA^wr\e,  had  been  quite  forgotten,  and 
Grand  Portage  was  naw  the  plaoe  of  greatest  iotereat,  and  bo 
contmued  to  the  end  of  the  eenttiry. 

It  is  with  pecaliar  interest  a  viaitot  to-day  makes  his  way  t<> 
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d'and  PorlAge.  The  writer,  aftar  a  diJifiGiilt  ni^t  voyage  over 
the  Bkomj^  waters  of  Lake  Superior,  rowed  by  thti  keeper  of  n» 
ocjgbbounng  iiglithouae,  mode  &  visit  &  few  y-eara  a^o  to  Ibis 
epot.  Grand  Portage  eods  00  a  bay  of  Lake  Buponor.  It  is 
partially  aheitered  by  a  rooky  island  wliicb  hiLs  the  appeara.Dce 
of  a  robber'3  keep,  but  htis  odg  iahiibitanb.  tbe  only  wbite  ma-u 
of  Ihe  regioD,  a  French  Cano^iau  of  very  fair  maanfl.  On 
tho  bay  is  to-day  an  Indian  villags.  cbiefiy  celebrated  for  iIb 
midliitude  of  dogs.  A  few  traces  of  the  former  greataesa  of  the 
pluse  may  be  seen  iu  the  timbers  down  in  the  water  of  the 
former  wbarvos,  wfiich  were  extensive.  Few  traces  of  foi'ta 
are  now,  a  century  after  their  desertion  by  the  fur  traders,  to 
be  seen. 

The  portage,  conaistlng  of  a  road  Fairly  made  for  the  nine  or 
tea  miles  noceasary  to  avoid  the  falls  on  Pigooa  Hivcr,  can  atill 
be  followed-  No  borae  or  01  in  now  to  he  found  in  the  wboid 
diatriet,  where  at  one  time  the  traders  used  tbU  means  of 
lightening  the  bordenofpibckiugover  the  portage.  The  suUtary 
roadt  aa  the  traveller  walks  along  it|  with  weenie  and  ^assea 
grown  up,  brmgfl  to  one  a  melancholy  lecUng.  The  bustle  of 
voytigeur  and  trader  and  Indian  is  no  more  ;  and  the  relleetion 
mode  by  Irving  comes  baok»  "  The  lords  of  the  lakes  and  forests 
have  pasaod  away," 

And  yet  Grand  Portage  was  at  the  time  of  which  we  or© 
writing  a  place  of  vaat  frapartance.  Here  there  were  employed 
aa  early  as  1783,  by  the  etveral  merchants  from  Montreal.  500 
men.  Ono  half  of  these  came  from  Monti^al  to  Gi-and  Portage 
in  eanoca  of  four  tons  burdenn  each  managed  by  from  eight  to 
ten  men.  Ah  theae  were  regarded  as  having  theleaet  romantic 
portion  of  the  route,  meeting  with  do  Indiana,  and  living  on 
cured  i"atioDS,  they  were  oallod  the  ''mangoui-a  de  laid,"  or 
perk  eatei-B.  The  other  half  of  the  force  journeyed  inland 
from  Grand  Portage  in  canoea.  each  ca^rrj'iiig  u.bijut  a  ton  aed 
a  half.  Living  on  game  and  the  dried  meat  of  the  bufialo> 
known  ae  pemmiean,  these  were  a  more  independent  and 
daring  body.     They  wore  called  the  ■'  eoureurs  de  boia/" 

Fur  fifteen  days  after  August  15th  these  wood-runnerB 
portaged  ever  the  nine  or  ten  miles  their  buidena.  Men  carry- 
ing 15Q  lbs-  oaob  way  have  been  known  to  make  the  portage 
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and  return  in  six  hours.  When  the  canoes  were  loaded  at  tho 
ivesl  end  of  tbe  portage  with  two-tbirds  gix>dB  oud  one-third 
proviaionS]  tbea  the  hurry  of  tho  aeaQon  c^Eim^.  and  supplioB  for 
Lake  Winnipeg,  the  Saskatchewan,  &Dd  far  distant  Athabasca 
w«re  hiLBk-neJ  on  apace,  Tlie  diEliCLiUies  of  the  routQ  were  Rt 
m&ny  a  dL^charge,  wbere  only  the  goods  needed  to  be  removed 
and  the  canoea  token  over  tho  rapids,  or  &t  tbe  porta^, 
where  both  canoee  and  load  w^ere  carried  past  daogeroue  falls 
and  fierce  ritpidtt.  The  djiab, energy,  and  HkilUbatpharacteriKed 
tbeae  mked  companies  of  Scottieb  tradore,  French  voyageure, 
balf-brced  and  Indian  ^ti^iqh^  hftyo  boon  well  spoken  of  by  all 
obaerverS)  and  appeal  atrojigly  tiO  the  iovers  of  the  pictTLresque 
and  heToic. 

A  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  conquest  we  have  a  noto  of 
alarm  at  the  now  oompetLtion  that  Vhe  Company  from  Hudson 
Bay  had  at  lust  undertaken.  In  the  Memonal  hefori^  ueitisetated 
that  diaturbonoe  ol  trade  is  made  by  *'  New  Adventurers,"  It 
is  witb  a  smjlo  we  read  ol  the  daring  and  etrouf^- handed  tradere 
of  Montreal  aayiog,  "  Those  adventurers  (evidently  H.  B.  Co.), 
eon  suiting  their  own  interests  only,  without  the  least  regard  to 
the  maoagemont  of  the  aativea  or  the  general  welfare  of  the 
tnbde>  aooii  oocaeioned  ench  dlBorders,  &c,  ,  ,  h  Sinoo  tbattime 
busmeBS  :s  carried  on  with  great  disadvantages/' 

This  reference,  so  prosaically  introduced,  is  really  one  of 
enormous  moroent  in  our  story.  The  FrobisherB,  with  their 
keen  business  instincte  and  daring  ptans,  saw  that  the  real 
stroke  which  would  lead  them  on  to  fortune  was  to  divert  tbe 
stream  of  trade  then  going  to  Uudsoc  Bay  souLhward  to  Lake 
Superior.  Accordingly,  with  a  further  aggreasive  movement  in 
view,  Joseph  FrobishGr  eBlabliEhsd  a  post  on  Sturgeon  Lake, 
an  enlargement  of  the  Saskatclievfau.  near  the  poiob  known  by 
the  early  French  aa  Toekoiac^ 

A  glance  at  the  map  will  show  how  well  chosen  Stttrgeon 
Lake  Fort  was.  Northward  from  it  a  watercourse  could  be 
readily  followed^  hy  which  the  main  line  of  wnter  communica- 
tion from  tbe  great  northern  districts  to  Hudson  Bay  could  be 
reached  and  the  Northern  Indiana  be  interrupted  in  their 
inEinual  pilgrimage  to  tbe  Bay.  But,  as  we  Bball  afterward  see, 
the  tle^ping  giant  of  tbe  Bay  bad  been  awakened  and  was 
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(kbout  to  fitrcbch  forth  hie  arms  to  gra.Bp  the  trade  of  the  interior 
with  a  new  vi^oarn  T\vo  years  aiter  Frobishor  hud  thrown 
down  the  pledge  of  b&ttle,  it  was  taken  up  by  the  arriveJ  of 
Samud  Huiirne,  ad  officer  of  tbe  Hudeoa's  Bay  Ckrmpany,  luid 
by  hia  founding  Fort  Cumberland  oa  Sturgeon  Laike,  aboLit  two 
miles  below  Frobiehflr's  Fort.  Hcamc  returned  to  tbc  Bajj 
leaving  his  new  fort  garrisoned  by  a  number  of  Orkney  men 
under  an  EngUah  ol!&oer. 

Durias  tbe  ume  year  an  explorer,  on  bohalf  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  CoropiLDy,  visited  Bed  Biver,  but  no  fort  waa  built  there  for 
Mime  time  aiterw^rd.  The  building  of  Fort  Cumberland  l^d  to 
a  conscjlid&tion  on  tbe  part  of  the  Montreal  merchautB-  In  bbe 
n&xt  year  ifter  ite  building,  Alexander  Henry,  the  hrotfaert 
fVobisber,  tri^der  Cadot,  and  a  daring  trader  named  Pood, 
gathered  at  Sturgeon  Lake,  and  laid  their  plruiB  for  «trildng  a 
blow  in  retaliation,  as  they  regarded  it,  for  the  diaturbauce  of 
trade  made  by  the  Hudaon'e  Bay  Company  in  penetrating  to 
the  interior  from  the  Bay, 

Cadot,  with  four  canoee,  went  weat  to  the  Saskatebewan ; 
Pond,  with  two,  to  the  country  on  Lake  Ditiipliin  ;  and  HenFy 
and  the  Frobieher  brothere.  with  their  ten  canoe&  and  upwards 
of  forty  men,  hastened  noLtliward  to  carry  out  the  project  of 
mmmg  anew  the  Northern  Indiana  from  their  osual  vifiit  to  the 
Bay.  On  tlie  way  to  the  Cburohill  Eiver  thtiy  built  a  fort  on 
Beaver  Lake.  In  the  following  year,  a  strong  party  went  oorUi 
to  Churobill  or  Enghab  Eiver,  ae  Joseph  Frobiaber  now  coJied 
it,  VJheu  it  WflC  reached  they  ttimed  westward  and  ascended 
ihe  Oh  urchin,  returning  at  St;rpent's  Rapid,  but  sending 
Tbomas  FrobisbE^r  with  goode  on  to  Lake  AtLiabasca^ 

From  the  ener^  displayed,  and  the  skill  shown  in  seising 
Lhe  m^in  points  in  the  country,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Montreal 
merchaQtB  were  not  locking  In  ability  to  plan  and  decigron  to 
executSn  The  two  great  forcea  have  now  met,  and  for  fifty 
yeora  a  battle  royal  will  be  fought  for  the  rivers,  rocks,  and 
plains  of  ihe  North  Country.  At  present  it  is  our  duty  to 
follow  somewhat  further  the  meicluUJta  of  Montreal  tii  their 
agencies  in  the  North-Woflt, 

There  oun  be  no  doubt  thai  the  oompetition  between  the  mo 
companies  produced  disordei'  and  confusion  among  the  Indian 
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tribeen  Tho  ladion  tmtui'e  is  o^oitable  and  euapLoioua,  Bivitl 
tradora  for  their  own  ertda  played  upon  the  feai-a  and  cupidity 
nljke  of  the  simple  childien  of  the  wooda  and  pmiries.  They 
i-epvesented  their  oppooents  in  botti  cii^sea  as  tiureliabLe  and 
^*raBpit]g,  and  party  Bpiril  unknown  bolore  showed  ibself  m 
moat  violent  formg.  The  feeling  agamst  the  whites  of  both 
partial  was  aroused  by  lujuatlces,  in  some  cases  fancied,  iu 
otliei^  real.  The  Asalnlboinca.  really  the  northern  brancli  of 
the  tierce  Biou^:  of  the  prairies,  were  firat  to  aei^e  the  bou^a- 
hawk.  They  attacked  Poplar  Fcrt  on  the  As^aiboine,  After 
souiG  loBB  of  life,  Biuoe  and  Beyer,  who  were  hi  charge  of  the 
forL,  decided  to  desert  it.  Numerous  oLhei  attacks  were  made 
on  the  traders'  forts,  and  it  looked  as  if  the  prairies  would  he 
tUe  soone  of  a  general  Indiaa  war. 

The  only  thing  that  Heenta  lo  have  prevented  no  dire  n 
difljister  was  the  appearance  of  whet  is  ever  a  dreadful  enemy 
bo  thu  poor  Indiari,  the  scourge  of  smallpox,  Tho  Aaainiboines 
had  gone  oo  a  war  expedition  against  the  Miuidans  of  the 
Missouri  River,  and  had  can'ied  buck  the  EtoiallpoiL  infeetion 
which  pi.'eTaLled  among  the  Mandaa  lodges.  This  dist^ase 
spread  over  the  whole  country,  and  several  bands  of  Indiana 
were  eompUiely  blotted  out.  Of  one  tribe  of  four  hundred 
lodgBB,  only  ten  persons  remiihied:  tlie  poor  sunrivora,  in 
seekla^  auceour  from  other  b^iuda,  etuned  the  disease  with 
thetn.  At  tho  end  of  17b2  there  were  only  twelve  triulera  who 
liad  persevered  in  theii'  trade  oo  aacount  of  the  diaaom-age- 
luents,  but  the  whole  trade  was  for  two  or  three  reasons 
Iji'ought  to  an  end  by  thia  disease. 

The  decuQEitLOQ  of  the  tribes*  the  fear  of  infection  by  the 
Lruders,  and  the  general  awe  east  over  the  country  tui-ned  the 
thoughts  of  the  nativea  away  from  war,  and  oa  Masiion  says, 
"  bbo  whites  bad  thus  escaped  the  danger  whioh  threatened 
tbem.' 

Two  or  three  years  oitier  the  scourge,  the  tnerehants  of 
Montreal  revived  the  trade,  and,  as  we  shall  eee.  made  a  ooni- 
bination  which,  in  the  thoroughness  of  its  discipline,  the  energy 
of  its  opetLbtione,  the  com'age  of  its  promo tera,]^and  the  aeope  of 
Lte  trade,  has  perhaps  never  been  equalled  in  the  hiatory  of 
trading  companies. 
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Such  aa  agltatioi]  aa  that  ao  skilfully  plaJiueil  and  shi'ew^dly 
carried  on  by  Ai-tbur  Dobbsj  Esq.,  could  aot  but  affect  the 
notion  of  the  Hudson's  Biiy  Company.  Tbe  most  botioug 
charge  brought  against  the  Oompany  was  that,  while  having  a 
monopoly  of  the  trad«  on  HucIbod  Bay,  ili  had  tfikeii  no  step»^ 
ko  penetratQ  the  country  and  develop  ita  reBCurces.  It  is  of 
oourae  o^idont  t^t  the  Company  itself  oould  liavo  no  roaeon 
for  refusing  to  open  up  trade  with  the  interior,  foL'  by  this 
meaus  it  would  be  expanding  its  operatiotis  &nd  increoBLDg  its 
proHta,  Tlie  real  reason  For  itu  not  doing  ao  seems  to  have 
ho&n  tho  iiLertia,  not  to  say  feai\  ol  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
agenta  on  the  Bay  who  failed  to  miiigla  with  the  bands  of 
Indiana  in  the  interior. 

Now  the  man  was  found  wbo  was  lo  bo  equal  Lo  the  oam- 
aicn.  This  waa  Samuel  Heame.  Except  oocaetoual  refoi^noe 
to  him  in  the  minutes  of  the  Company  and  works  of  the  period. 
we  knov  httle  of  Samuel  He&rne.  He  wm  one  of  the  clafis  c\' 
men  to  which  belonged  Norton,  Kelsey,  and  others — men  who 
hod  grown  up  in  tlie  service  of  the  Conipany  on  the  Bay  and 
had  becomCi  in  tbe  oouise  of  years,  acouatomed  to  the  cUmato, 
condition  of  life,  and  haunts  of  the  Indiana,  Lhus  hcing  Utted 
for  aobive  work  For  tht}  Company. 

Sftmiiel  Hearne  became  so  oelebratod  in  hia  inland  oxpe- 
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diticiifl,  that  LbQ  credit  of  the  Hudaoa'a  Bfiy  Coinpany  lea\'irg 
the  coAnSt  and  venturing  into  the  interior  has  tilwaya  been 
altflbcfae^  to  bia  name.  So  greatly,  especially  in  tbe  EngUeJi 
mind,  have  his  exploratjona  bulked,  that  the  author  of  a  book 
of  tTftveli  in  Cacadd  about  Ih©  beginning  of  this  century  called 
him  ihe  "Mungo  Park  of  Canada."  In  hi*  "Journey.'*  wo 
have  an  account  of  his  e&rlier  voyogea  to  the  interior  in  search 
of  the  Coppermiiae  fiiver.  Thia  boob  hag  a  somewhat  notable 
history. 

In  the  four-volume  work  of  La  PeroiiBe.  the  French  navi- 
gator, lb  is  stated  blint  when  he  took  Priuoe  of  ^ValeB  Fort 
on  the  Churchill  Bivcr  iu  1783,  Heamo,  aa  governor  of  the 
iort,  snrrendered  it  to  him,  and  that  the  manuscript  of  hia 
"Journey"  was  seized  by  the  French  commander.  It  was 
retunacd  to  HeaniQ  on  condition  tbiLtp  it  should  be  puhlt&becl, 
but  the  publication  did  not  take  place  until  thirteen  yctu's  aftcr- 
ivards.  It  ia  somewhat  amusing  to  read  in  PerouBe's  preface 
(1791)  the  complaint  thut  Heame  had  net  kept  faith  with  bim 
in  regard  to  publishing  the  journal,  and  the  hope  ia  expressed 
ihab  this  pubhc  sbartemeat  in  reminding  him  of  his  promise 
would  have  the  deeiied  effect  of  the  journal  being  published. 

Four  years  afterwards  Hearne'a  "Joujuey"  appeared.  A 
referenee  to  this  fine  quarto  work,  whicli  ig  well  illustrated, 
brings  us  bauk  in  the  introduction  to  all  the  ooutroveraies 
embodied  in  the  work  of  Dobba,  EUis,  Kobson,  and  the 
"  American  TraTeller," 

Hearne'a  orders  were  received  from  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  in  1769,  to  go  on  o  land  expedition  to  the  interior  of 
the  continent,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Churchill  as  far  aa  70deg. 
N-  Int.  to  smoke  the  cnlun^et  of  peace  with  the  Indiana,  to 
tf^c  accurate  astronomical  observations,  to  go  with  guidea  to 
Iho  Athnbasoa  country,  and  thenoe  northward  to  a  river 
abounding  with  copper  ore  and  "animals  of  the  fur  kindj"  kfi. 

\\  is  very  noticeable,  alao,  that  his  instruotions  dtatirictily  ti^II 
him  '*to  clear  up  the  point,  if  poaaible,  in  order  to  prevent 
further  doubt  from  ahBing  hereafter  roapecting  a  pasaage  out 
of  Hudson  Bay  into  the  Weatem  Ocean,  its  hath  lately  beea 
represented  by  the  'American  Traveller.""  The  instructions 
mode  it  pl&in  thai  it  vvaa  the  agitation  «till  contmuing  froia  bho 
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dfiya  of  Dobbs  wIiIoIl  led  to  tke  aondiag  of  Qeftroe  to  biie  ticrtb 
country, 

Heaiiie's  first  Gxpeditiou  was  made  during  the  last  montlia 
of  the  yeAT  1769,  It  m  peculiarly  inntniotive  iu  the  faot  Chut 
\\  failed  to  accompIiBh  aiiyttikg,  a&  it  gives  ua  a,  glimpse  of  the 
difficulties  whioh  no  dt^ubt  bo  lon^  prcvoubed  the  TDOvemeDb 
to  the  interior-  In  the  first  place,  the  bitterly  aaverQ  motitLa 
of  November  ajid  December  were  badly  ohoaea  Eor  the  tliae  of 
the  expeditioa.  On  the  akth  day  of  (he  former  of  Lhtise 
montbfi  Hoame  left  Prince  of  Waloa  Port,  taking  leave  of  the 
GovemoF,  and  boiDg  sent  off  with  a  ealute  of  ecven  guna.  Hia 
guide  was  an  Indian  chief,  OhawohinfLfaAW.  Hearne  oscer- 
bained  v^ry  booq,  ^vbat  others  havd  fcjund  among  the  lodians, 
that  hie  guide  wue  not  to  be  trusted;  b&  ''often  painted  the 
diffionitiea  in  the  worst  colours  "  and  took  evaiy  method  to 
diBheartan  the  aiplorer.  Three  weeks  after  starting,  a  number 
of  tho  Indians  deserted  Hearne. 

Shortly  after  this  miahapn  Chawchinab^w  and  his  company 
rathlesgly  deserted,  the  expedition,  and  two  hundred  milee  from 
Ibd  forC  set  out  on  another  route,  "leaking  the  woods  ring 
with  their  laughter/'  Meeting  other  rndians,  nearne  pur- 
chased TenieoQ,  but  was  oheiited,  while  his  Indian  guide  wa^ 
feasted.  The  explorer  remarks; — "A  auffioiQDt  proof  of  the 
singular  advantage  wbiob  a  native  of  this  country  has  over  an 
EnglisbmaiiH  when  at  such  a  distance  from  the  Company's 
Cactoriea,  as  to  depend  entirely  on  thorn  for  eubsiatoocc." 

Hoame  arrived  at  the  fort  after  an  abseneo  of  thirty-aeven 
days>  as  he  says,  ''  to  my  own  inorti.fi cation  and  the  no  small 
surprise  of  the  Governor/"  Heitme  was  simply  illustTHKng 
what  b&8  been  shown  a  bimdred  times  since,  in  alJ  foieigct 
regions,  viz.,  tiative  peoples  tLre  quiok  to  see  the  ineTrperient^o 
of  men  raw  to  the  country,  and  will  heartlessly  maltreat  ami 
deceive  tbem.  However,  British  ollicei'S  and  men  in  all  patu 
of  the  world  become  at  length  accustomed  to  dealing  with 
sayage  peoples,  and  after  some  experience,  none  bavo  over 
equalled  British  agents  and  explorers  in  the  management  and 
direction  of  suoh  peoples. 

Early  in  tha  following  year  Hearne  plucked  op  ooorage  for 
tnotber  expedition.     On  this  ooooBion  ho  dotoi-minei  to  tiUto 
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no  Euixjpe&iiBi  but  to  tnut  to  Indjons  alone.  On  February  23rd, 
aiccompuued  by  five  Indirms,  Hcaj^o  stutrted  on  hia  aeoond 
jouiney-  Following  the  advice  cA  the  Governor,  the  party  took 
DO  IndiftD  women  with  thenij  though  Heanie  st&tea  that  this  wae 
0,  ujistoke,  fl«  thoy  were  "  aeeded'*  (or  hauling  the  bogg&ge  as 
well  ftsfor  dressing  eldrB  for  clothicg,  pitching  our  tent,  getting 
(iringT  &C-"  Dnring  the  fii'st  part  of  the  journey  deer  were 
plentiful,  and  the  fish  obtained  by  cutting  hotee  m  the  ioe  of  the 
lakes  were  excelleDb. 

Heamo  9p<^iit  the  time  o(  the  noceesBry  delays^  caused  by  the 
obtaining  of  i\%\^  find  game  in  taking  observations,  keepiiig  bis 
jonmaJ  and  charts  ao^  doing  bie  share  of  trapping,  Meetingj 
oa  aoon  as  the  spring  opened,  bandtt  of  Indians  going  on 
vju-ious  crraada,  the  ejtplori^r  fibarted  overland.  He  carried 
sixty  pounds  of  burden,  consisting  of  quadrant*  hooka  and 
papers,  oompEiss,  wearing  apparel,  weapons  and  presents  for 
the  DA^ves-  The  traveller  often  made  twt^nty  uiiles  a  day 
over  the  rugged  aountry. 

Meeting  a  chief  of  the  Northern  Indians  going  in  July  to 
Prince  of  Wales  Fort,  Hearne  sent  by  him  for  ammonition  and 
supplies.  A  ciuioe  hetng  now  uecesHory,  Heame  purchased 
this  of  iho  ludians.  It  was  obtained  by  the  exchange  of  a 
single  knife,  the  full  value  of  which  did  not  exceed  a  penny. 
In  the  middJe  of  tbia  mouth  the  party  saw  bands  of  musk  oxen. 
A  number  of  thet^ti  were  killed  and  their  Jlt^ab  made  Jnto 
pemmican  for  fabm-e  ase.  Finding  it  imposaible  to  reach  the 
Coppermine  during  the  season,  Heamo  determined  to  live  with 
the  Indiaos  for  the  w^intor. 

The  explorer  was  a  good  deal  disturbed  )>y  having  to  give 
prcsente  to  Indians  who  met  him.  Some  of  thum  wantod  ^ns, 
all  wanted  ammunition,  iron -work,  and  tobacco;  many  were 
solicitous  for  medicine ;  and  others  pressed  for  different  aiticles 
of  clothing.  He  thought  the  Indkhns  vtry  inoonsiderate  in 
their  demands. 

On  August  11th  the  oxplorar  bad  the  misfortune  to  lose  hie 
i|uadrant  by  its  Leiu^  blown  open  and  broken  by  the  wind. 
Shortly  ftJter  this  diaasler,  Hearue  was  plundered  by  a  number 
of  Indians  who  joined  him. 

He  determined  to  return  to  the  fort-     SuSetring  from  the 
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want  oi  food  and  clothing,  Hoai'ne  was  overtaken  by  iv  famous 
€hief,  Malonahbeen  whowfta  going  caetward  to  Prince  of  WdtB 
Fort.     The  chirif  hiul  liveil  seveml  ynju-s  hi  tlie  fort,  aod  was  oce 
who  knew  the  Coppermine-    MatcEti^bbee  disouBsedthe  reaeocH 
of    He&mc's    failuro    in    his   two    espeditions^     The     force t 
philosopher  gave  ns  the  re&son  of  theae  failures  the  misoonducl 
of  the  gnidee  and  the  failui-e  to  take  Any  women  on  the  jaumey. 
After  maintaining  ttiat  women  were  oiadefot  labour,  and  speal- 
LQg  of  their  (LaBistaoce>  snid  MatoniirbbeCi  "  women,  though  thc]/*) 
do  Kveiything,  are  maintainerl  at  %  trifling  expenae,  for  as  they  / 
always  stand  oook,  (he  very  licking  of  their  fingeiG  in  scarce/ 
times  is  sufficient  for  their  fiubsistence."    Plain];,  the  northerrr 
chief    had    need    of    tho    nmcliorating    tnHuenoo   of    modein 
reformere-    In  company  with  the  chiefs  Hcaiiie  returned  to  the 
fori,  reaahing  it  after  an  ^bseDoe  of  dgbt  months  and  twenty- 
bwo  d^ys,  having,  as  he  say8,  h&d  "  a  fruitloBB  or  at  least  an 
anetjcceBaful  joumey." 

Heome,  though  beaten  twice,  waa  determined  to  try  a  third 
time  and  win.  He  recommended  the  employment  of  Matonabhee 
aa  -A  guide  of  intelligence  and  eiperience.  Governor  Norton 
wished  to  eend  some  of  the  coaet  Indians  with  Heamc,  but  tJio 
latter  refueed  them,  and  incurred  the  ill-will  of  the  Govmnor, 
Heame's  inetmctions  on  this  third  journey  were  '*  in  qnestof  a 
North-Weat  Passage,  copper-minea,  or  any  other  thing  that  miiy 
be  aerviceablc  to  the  British  nation  in  general,  cr  the  Httdeon^s 
Bay  Company  in  particular,"  The  enplorer  waB  cow  furniBbed 
with  an  Elton'»  quatirant. 

This  tliird  jouitiey  was  begun  on  Deoembor  7tb,  1770* 
TraveUing  sometimea  for  thi'ee  or  four  days  without  food,  they 
were  annoyed,  when  euppUes  were  secured,  by  the  chief 
Matooablx'e  taking  so  tU  from  over-eB>tiitg  that  he  had  To  be 
drawTi  upon  a  aledge.  Without  more  than  the  usual  incidoDt* 
of  Indian  travelling,  tbe  party  pushed  on  till  a  point  aonio 
19  deg,  west  of  Churchill  waa  reached,  according  to  the  calcn- 
lalioDa  of  tJie  explorer.  It  la  to  be  noted,  however,  ^hafc 
Heame^s  obeervations,  meoeurementa,  and  mapa,  do  net  eQem 
to  be  at  alt  Jbooiiratep 

Turning  northwaiil,  ae  lat  aa  eon  be  now  made  out,  about  the 
«pot  where  the  North- West  tradem  first  appeiffldon  theli'  way 
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to  bLie  Ohurobill  Eiver,  Heoj^Q  venb  nortii  to  bis  devtioatiOD. 
Hia  Indian  guides  now  formed  a  large  war  party  from  thd 
reflidettt  Indiims,  to  meet  bhe  Eskimos  of  tha  river  to  which  they 
were  goiQg  and  to  conquer  them- 

Tbe  explorer  annoauooa  that  having  left  bobind  "all  tho 
women,  children,  dogs,  heavy  baggage,  and  other  encum- 
braaoea/"  on  June  let,  1771.  they  pursued  their  journey  north- 
word  witb  great  speed.  On  Jane  Slat  the  6un  did  not  set  at 
all,  whiofa  Hearno  took  to  bo  proof  tbat  they  hod  reached 
the  ArcTJc  Circle,  Neit  day  they  met  the  Copper  Indians,  wbo 
welcomed  them  od  heaxing  Llie  objecb  of  their  visit. 
^  Heame.  according  to  ordoia,  smoked  the  calmnet  ofpeaoe 
with  the  Copper  Indiana.  Theae  Indians  hod  n<^ver  bcforo 
ESen  a  white  man.  Hearne  was  oonaidered  a  great  ouriosity- 
PuflLing  on  upon  their  long  jonrney.  the  explor^n  reached  tbe 
Coppermine  Eiver  on  July  13th.  Hearne  was  the  witness  of  a 
cmel  umBsaore  of  Ite  Sakimoe  by  bis  TckdiaD  allies,  and  the 
BeiKure  of  their  copper  utensils  &nd  other  provisions,  ^nd 
CKpraaaes  disgust  at  the  enormity  of  the  affair.  The  mouth  oF 
the  river,  wbjoh  flows  into  the  Arctic  Oceati,  naa  Boon  readied 
on  Jaly  IBth,  and  the  tide  Cound  to  rise  about  fourteen  feet, 

Hearne  seems  in  the  narrative  rather  uneertain  abont  the 
latitude  of  th a  mouth  of  the  Coppermine  Biver,  but  elates  tbnt 
after  some  consultation  with  the  ludiEuis,  he  erected  a  mark. 
and  book  posaeasion  of  the  coast  on  behalf  oE  the  Hudson's 
Buy  Com p any. 

In  Hoame's  map.  dated  July.  1771.  and  puiporting  to  be  a 
plan  of  ihe  Coppermine,  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  about 
71  deg.  54'  N-  This  was  a  great  mistake,  as  the  month  o!  tlie 
rivor  is  aomewhere  near  68  deg-  N>  So  great  a  mlatako  woe 
certainly  nnpardonable.  Hearne's  apology  was  that  after  the 
hrefLking  of  his  quadntnt  on  the  syootul  expedition,  the  instru- 
ment which  be  used  was  an  old  Elton's  gundrant.  which  had 
iMcn  knocking  about  tbe  Prince  of  Wales  Fort  for  nearly  thirty 
years. 

Having  entamined  the  reaourcaa  of  the  iHver  and  heard  of  the 
mitxcs  from  which  the  Copper  Indians  obtained  all  bbe  metal 
for  the  manufacture  of  hatchets,  obisols,  knivea,  &o.,  Hearna 
started  soutbtvard  on  his  return  journey  on  JnTy  Idth.     Instead 
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of  couUDg  by  th8  direct  I'OQte,  he  weab  with  the  Indies  of  his 
party  to  the  north  aide  of  Lake  Athahaaca  on  December  94th 
HoiTiog  crossed  the  kke»  aa  illuatratiag  (he  loneliness  of  tbo 
region,  the  party  found  a  woman  who  li^  oac&pod  from  on 
Indian  battd  which  had  tokon  hor  pi-isoner,  and  who  had  not 
seen  a  hunnnn  face  For  neven  months,  And  had  livei^  liy  snaring 
ptutridge«p  ra.bbits,  and  squuT&ls.  Her  akill  in  niatntalning 
betself  m  lonoly  wilds  was  truly  vrondcrful.  She  became  the 
wifeof  one  of  the  Iniiana  of  Hearne'e  party.  In  the  naiddle  of 
MaL'ch^ITTS,  Heame  was  deHvered  a  latter,  bmught  to  him  from 
Triuce  cf  Wales  Fort  and  datad  in  the  preceding  June,  Push' 
ing  oaetvvfird,  after  a  numbsL-  of  advcntui^eSi  Hoarne  reached 
Ptinoc  of  Wales  Foct  on  June  30th,  1772,  having  been  absent 
OD  his  third  Toyage  eighteen  montlis  ATid  twenty-three  day3. 
Heame  rajoicea  that  ho  had  at  length  put  an  end  to  the  disputes 
concerning  n  North-Wcst  Pa s&ago  through  Hudson  Bay-  The 
fact,  howovQr,  that  during  the  itmoteentih  century  this  became 
again  ci  living  question  showa  that  in  this  he  wa^  mlstaken. 

Tbe  perseverance  and  pluck  of  Keame  hava  impressed  all 
those  who  have  read  hia  narrative.  He  was  plainly  one  of  tie 
men  poBseaeing  tho  subtle  power  of  impresainf^  thu  Indian  mind. 
Hia  disasters  would  have  deterred  many  men  from  following  up 
eo  difficult  and  ostanaive  a  route.  To  him  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude.  That  debt  conaista  not  in 
tbe  diacoreiy  of  the  Coppormine.  but  lu  the  attitude  presented 
to  tho  Northern  Indiana  from  the  Bay  all  the  way  to  Lake 
Athabasca.  Hearne  does  not  mention  the  Montreal  fur  traiera* 
who,  in  the  very  year  ol  hia  return,  reached  the  Saskatchewan 
and  were  slationed  at  the  Chui'obill  Biver  down  which  he 
passed. 

Fii-st  of  white  men  to  reach  Lake  Athaljutaca  and  the  region 
north  of  it  to  the  Arctic  Sea^  Samuel  Hearne  claimed  for  his 
Company  priority  of  trade,  and  answered  the  oaLumnLca  that 
hia  Company  was  lacking  in  energy  and  enMirpdse.  He  look 
what  may  he  called  "  saiKen  "  of  the  soil  foi"  the  English 
traders-  We  sball  sp&ak  again  of  hla  part  In  leading  the  move- 
ment inland  to  oppose  the  Nor'-Woaters  in  the  interior.  Hit 
aervioee  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  received  recognition  In 
his  promotion,  three  yeai^  after  hia  return  borne  fioni  hie  bhifd 
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V07J^;e»  tc  the  goveraorahip  of  the  Piince  cf  WeJee  Fort.  To 
He&me  li&s  been  I&rgely  given  the  cre^t  o£  the  new  and 
adventLiraus  policy  of  the  Hudson's  B^y  Company. 

He&rne  does  oot,  howerer,  d]aB.ppeajr  fi\:im  public  notice  ou 
his  promotion  to  the  oommitod  of  Pnnco  of  Walea  Fort,  Wheo 
war  bi^oke  out  a  few  yearB  Ut«r  between  England  and  France, 
the  I&tter  oornitry,  rememberirg  her  old  successes  under 
D'Iberville  oxx  Hodfon  Bay,  Etent  &  navftl  expedition  to  attaok 
tbc  forts  on  the  Bay-  Um&eville  gives  an  aoeouot  of  the  attack 
on  PrinoQ  of  Wales  Fort  on  August  8lb  and  9th,  1772,  Admiral 
de  la.  Perouse  was  in  commrtod  of  ihese  wac  veBBeU,  his 
flagship  being  Lc  Sceptre,  of  seventy-four  guns-  TKe  gajTiaon 
was  thought  to  be  well  provided  for  a  siege,  and  La  Peroose 
evidently  expected  to  havo  a  severe  contest.  However,  as  he 
approached  the  fort,  there  seemed  to  be  no  preparatiions  mn^Q 
tor  defonce,  and,  on  the  GUimnona  to  aurrender,  tbe  gat^s  were 
immodi&tely  thrown  opeii> 

tlmlreville,  who  was  In  the  garrison  and  was  taken  prisoner 
on  this  occasion,  speaks  of  Uie  conduct  of  the  Governor  as 
being  very  ruprehenaiblep  but  severely  criticizeH  the  Company 
for  its  neglect.  He  ^aya  : — "The  atrcngth  of  the  fort  itself 
was  such  ae  would  have  i^aisted  the  attack  of  o.  more  consider- 
able force  ;  it  was  built  of  the  strongest  materials,  the  walla 
were  of  great  thickness  and  very  durable  (it  was  planned  by 
the  ingenious  Mi.  Eobaoa,  who  went  out  in  17J2  for  that  pur- 
pose), it  baying  been  forty  years  to  building  and  attonded  with 
great  expense  to  the  Oompaoy.  In  shon,  it  was  the  opinion  of 
every  intelligent  person  tL&t  il  might  have  made  an  Qhstinaite 
reebtoncc  when  attacked,  hail  it  been  as  well  provided  in  other 
respects ;  but  through  the  impohtio  oondvict  of  the  Company, 
every  oonrageous  exerUon  of  their  servants  must  have  been 
oonaidered  as  imprudcnb  temerity ;  for  this  place,  whiab  would 
have  required  four  hundred  meu  for  ita  defence,  the  Company, 
in  its  consummate  wisdom,  bad  garrisoned  with  only  thirty- 
nine." 

In  this  matter,  tJmfreville  very  plainly  shows  his  animus  to 
the  Company,  but  inoidentally  he  csonemtea  Ueome  from  the 
obnrgo  of  cowardice,  inasmuch  as  it  would  have  boon  madnQSa 
10  make  deferzice  ngainsl  ^m  tnrge  a  body  of  men.     As  has  been 
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before  pointed  out,  we  can  hardly  charge  with  cowardice  the 
man  who  had  shown  his  courage  and  detenninaUoD  in  the  three 
toilfiome  and  dangerous  joumeyfi  spoken  of;  rather  would  we 
see  in  this  a  proof  of  bis  wiadom  under  unfortnnate  drcum- 
Biances.  The  auirender  of  York  Factory  to  La  Perouse  twelve 
^ys  afterwards,  without  resistance,  was  an  event  of  an 
fiquaUy  dificouraging  kind.  The  Company  suffered  great 
loes  by  the  surrender  of  these  forts,  which  had  been  un- 
molested since  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht. 


OHAPTES   Klir, 


POKTB    DN    HUDOOH   HAT    LBET    HKHISD. 

AmltHW  (3 raham a  "Memo." — Prinou  of  WaltiA  Fort— The  giirriftfjn — 
Trade — YorkKactory— Fiu-s — Altmtiy — SiilioTdinatefort* — Moosft 
— Mosps  Norton— ^^^m^hflT'lrtnc!  Hntr^ta — L'pprtrAfwinilioiiiB — Bfliny 
Laki!— Braudoa  Buuau — 'Rad  Rivur — Cuiiuict  of  the  Campanius. 


Thii:  Dew  policy  oi  the  Company  tba.t  for  a  bandieJ  year»  bad 
oanried  on  Ita  cpcmtioDB  in  Hudson  Bay  vma  cow  to  U? 
adapted^  As  soort  as  the  plan  could  be  developed,  a  lon^;  Line 
of  posts  in  the  interior  would  aervfl  to  cany  on  the  chief  irado. 
and  tihe  forts  aud  factories  on  Hudaou  Bay  would  become 
dapota  for  storage  [lod  ports  of  doporturo  for  the  Old  World. 

It  is  interesting  at  this  point  Co  hftve  a  vicvv  of  the  Last  days 
of  the  old  sy^t^m  which  Lad  grown  up  during  the  operationa  of 
a  oentury.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  an  account  of  tlieee 
lorta  m  1T71  given  by  Andrew  Graham,  for  many  years  a  factor 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compauy>  tlhis  dooumant  is  to  bo  found 
in  the  Hodaon'fi  Bay  Company  house  in  Loudon,  and  has 
been  hitlierto  unpublished  -  Tile  Bimpliclby  of  deEoription  and 
ourbneas  of  detail  giyea  the  aoccunli  its  chief  cbarm- 

PaiKcs  OP  Wales  Fokt, — Ou  a  peninsula  at  the  eatranoe 
of  the  ChnrcbiU  River,  Most  nortbem  aattleraenl  of  the 
Com^iany.  A  stoue  fort,  mounting  forty-two  canoon,  from  six 
to  twenty-four  poundcifi-  Opposite,  on  the  south  aide  of 
the  river,  Capo  Merr}-  Batterj',  mounting  eis  twenty-fout 
poundare  with  lodga-houee  und  powder  magazine.  The  river 
IfXW  yards  wide.  A  sbip  ca,n  anchor  six  mileH  above  the  fort. 
Tidea  cairy  salt  water  twelve  mile^  up  the  liver.  Ko  spiings 
near:  drink  Bnow  water  nine  montlis  of  the  year>  In  summer 
k^ep  three  draught  hor^sa  to  haul  water  and  draw  ston^B  to 
finiflb  building  of  forts. 
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SlaG^: — h  chief  factor  &nd  crfj^cere,  witb  sixty  servanU  frnd 
tradesmen.  The  coimoil,  with  disoretionary  power,  consiala  of 
chief  fftotor,  eeoood  /actor,  surgeon,  aloop  and  brig  maabera, 
and  oaptaizi  of  Company's  ahip  when  in  port.  Those  anawor 
and  flign  tbs  general  letter,  seat  yearly  to  direotora.  The  otbera 
are  accountant,  trader,  ^tewttrd,  arniourer,  ehip-wrighb,  car- 
penter, ooopcr,  black^mitt,  maaon,  tailor,  aod  labourers.  Tlicfte 
mu3t  cot  trade  with  natives,  under  penalties  for  eo  doing, 
Uouncil  niesfi  together,  aUo  servants-  Called  by  bell  to  duty, 
work  from  six  to  ail  lE  siirumei'  \  eight  to  four  in  winter.  Two 
watch  in  winter,  tliree  in  Bommet,  In  emergenciea,  tradesmeu 
muBb  work  at  anything-  Killing  of  partndgca  the  most 
pleasant  duty\ 

Company  sigrs  eonti-act  with  servantB  for  three  or  fiva 
^ear^t  witph  the  remarkable  clause  :  "  Company  may  reoall  thfiin 
home  at  any  time  without  aatiBfaction  for  the  remauuag  time* 
Contract  may  be  renewed,  if  servants  or  labourers  wiab,  at 
cspiry  of  term.  Salary  advanced  forty  shillings,  if  men  have 
behaved  well  in  first  term.  The  land  and  sea  ofBaura*  and 
Ii-adeemeit^s  salancs  do  not  vary,  but  seamen's  are  raised  in 
time  of  war." 

A  ship  of  200  tODB  burden,  bearing  provisions,  amVaa  yearly 
in  August  or  early  September.  Bails  again  in  ten  days,  wind 
permitting,  ^^'ith  cargo  and  those  returning.  Bailors  alone  get 
pay  when  at  home. 

The  annual  trade  «en&  home  from  this  fort  is  from  tan  to 
four  bhouEBud  made  beaver,  m  furs,  felts,  castorum,  goose 
feathers,  and  quills,  and  a  small  quantity  of  ti^in  oU  and 
wh&lo  bono,  part  of  which  thdy  reoeive  from  the  Efikimoe,  and 
thd  reat  from  the  white  whale  fifihery.  A  black  whale  fishery 
is  In  hand,  but  it  shows  no  progress. 

York  PACTonr. — On  the  north  bank  of  Hayes  River,  three 
mil ea  from  the  ei^tranoe.  Famous  Biver  Nelaon,  three  miles 
north,  makes  the  land  hetiveen  an  EHland.  Well-built  fort  of 
wood,  tog  on  log.  Pom~  bastions  with  »bedfl  between,  and  a 
brcaetworJc  with  twelve  sniali  carriage  guns.  Good  class  of 
qOATterB,  with  double  row  of  strong  palisades-  On  the  bank's 
edge,  before  the  fort,  i"e  a  half-moon  battery,  of  tui'f  and  earth, 
with  fifteen  eaonon,  nine-pounders*    Two  miles  below  the  fortj 
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eame  aiJe^  is  a.  battery  of  Cen  twelve-poatiderfl,  wiUi  Lodgd- 
hoLiis  and  powder  magAaine.  Tbaso  two  batteries  commaad 
tho  river,  but  the  sboab  aud  a&nd-banKd  a^roas  tbe  moutli 
defend  Its  more.  No  ship  comes  bighor  tboc  five  miles  bclovv 
tbo  forb- 

Go^erned  like  Frince  of  Wales  Fort.  Compleinent  of  men : 
forty-two.  The  natives  come  dowa  Nelson  River  to  trade.  If 
wc^itbur  dklo],  tbey  paddle  round  tbo  point.  If  oot,  they  cftrjy 
tbeir  fufB  CLocoaa.  This  fort  sends  borne  from  7000  to  33,000 
mode  beav3r  in  ftira,  Ao-,  and  a  Bmoll  quftubity  of  white  whiLl*: 
oil. 

Sbvebk  Foht.— On  nortb  bank  of  the  Scvorn  River.  Well- 
buJU  aqa^rs  bouae,  with  four  b&ationa.  Men :  eigbteaa. 
Commanded  by  a  factor  and  wloop  master,  Eigbt  nmall  cannon 
and  otbei  vrarUke  stores.  Sloop  csirriefi  fuis  in  the  fall  to 
York  Factory  and  doUvsra  them  to  the  abip,  with  tbe  books  £md 
papers,  receiving  supply  of  tradiag  gooda^  pTovisions,  aJid 
Bborea.  Severn  full  of  shoals  and  sand  banks.  Sloop  has 
di^oulty  in  getting  in  and  out,  Uaa  to  wait  spring  tides  inside 
bho  point.  Trade  sent  homOt  6000  to  6600  mode  beav&r  in 
Fare,  Ac. 

Alhaftt  Fort^ — On  south  bank  of  Albany  River,  four  railes 
from  tbe  entrance.  Largo  well-built  wood  fort.  Four  bastionfl 
with  shed  between.  Ounnon  and  warlike  stores.  Men :  thirty ; 
factor  and  officers.  Ri^er  dif&oulb.  Ship  ridea  five  leogucB  out 
and  is  loaded  and  unlaaded  by  liLrge  sloop.  Trade,  including 
two  sub-houses  of  E^t  Muu  and  Henley,  from  10,000  to 
12,000  made  beaver,  Ao-  (This  fort  was  the  ftrst  EuropoanB 
bod  in  Hudson  Bay,  and  is  where  Hudson  traded  with  nativea,) 

HemjBV  House. — One  hundred  miles  up  the  river  from 
Albany.  Eleven  men,  governed  by  master.  First  founded  to 
prevdnt  enctoaobinentB  of  the  Froneb,  when  mitsters  of  Canada, 
ftod  proQ&nt  to  chock  ths  English. 

East  MjUN  Houam. — Entrance  of  Slude  River.  Smali 
square  boose.  Sloop  master  and  eleven  men.  Trade  :  LOOO  to 
&000  made  beaver  in  furs,  &a.  Depth  of  water  just  admita 
sloop- 

MoQsB  Factokv. — BoiTth  bank  of  Moose  River,  near  enbranoe. 
Well-built  wood  fort— cannon  and  warlike  stores.    Twenly-firo 
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mgti.  Fa,ob>r  and  oQliiei-s.  River  a^nlCs  atiip  to  good  harbour, 
below  fort-  Trade. 3000  toJOOOinHda  beavers  Jufui-e,  Ac.  One 
ship  suppUea  Ibb  fort,  aloni;  with  Albaay  and  aub-Eorta. 

These  ore  the  present  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  Gettlementa 
in  the  Bay,  "Ail  under  one  diacipline,  and  excepting  the 
bub^bousea,  each  factor  reoeivea  a  cominisaiou  to  act  for  benefit 
of  Company,  without  being  anaweiubk  to  any  person  oi'perao&a 
in  tfaQ  Bay,  more  than  to  consult  for  good  of  Company  in 
emergencies  and  to  suppky  one  anotherwith  trading  goods,  &g., 
it  capable,  the  receiver  givipg  credit  for  the  saLnen" 

The  movement  to  the  inteiior  was  begun  from  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Fort  up  the  Churohifl  River.  Nest  year,  after  his  return 
from  the  discoveiy  of  the  Coppormiue,  Samuel  Heam©  under- 
took tbe  aggressive  work  of  gainf>  to  meet  the  Indians,  uow 
threatened  from  the  SaakatobewoD  by  the  aeduotive  infiuencea 
of  the  Afeasre^  Frobisher,  of  the  Montreal  fnr  traders.  The 
Governor  at  Prince  of  Wales  Fort,  for  a  good  many  yeai-s,  bad 
been  Moses  Norton.  He  was  I'ealiy  on  Indian  bom  at  the 
fort,  who  had  reoeived  some  education  during  a  nine  yeara' 
residence  in  England.  Of  uncultivated  manners,  and  Leading 
far  from  a  pure  Life,  he  vvaa  yet  a  man  of  considerable  foice, 
with  a  power  U>  command  and  the  ability  to  ingratiate  hioiself 
with  the  lodiuna.  He  "wae  poasesBod  of  undoubted  eHE^r^^, 
aod  no  doubt  to  his  advice  is  vory  much  due  the  movement  to 
Leave  ihe  forta  in  the  Bay  and  penetiitte  lo  the  Itttenor  of  the 
country.  £□  December  of  the  very  year  (1773)  iu  whiob  Ilearne 
went  on  his  trading  eipoditicn  inland,  Norton  died. 

In  the  following  year,  as  we  have  seen.  Heame  erects 
CumbeTland  House,  only  five  hundred  yardt?  from  Frobisher'a 
new  poat  on  Sturgeon  Imke,  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Hud- 
wn's  Bay  Company  also  to  make  an  effort  to  control  the  trad4> 
to  the  aouih  of  Lake  Winnipeg.  Hastily  called  away  after 
building  Cumberland  House,  Heartie  was  comijelled  to  leave  a 
coUeague,  Mr.  Cockings,  in  charge  of  the  newly-erected  fort» 
and  returned  to  the  Jmy  to  take  charge  of  PLinoe  of  Wales 
Fort,  the  poat  left  vacant  by  the  death  of  Governor  Norton, 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  now  regularly  embarked  in 
the  inland  trade,  undertook  to  pusb  their  posts  to  diffui^nt 
pai-ta  of  the  country.  cspecuiUy  lo  the  portion  of  the  fur  country 


fid 


THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY 


ID  the  direction  From  »L)ch  the  Montrea,!  tTEideiB  approHt-hed  it. 
The  Eugliah  tradera,  &s  we  Jeiuii  &om  Umfreville,  who  w&b 
certoaiily  not  prejudiced  in  theif  favour,  had  the  odvant&ge  of 
a  higher  reputation  in  cho-iiLCiet  uid  trade  amoiig  tha  IndJ^ttfi 
thjin  Lfi^  th«ir  CzLniidiftu  (^ppouonta.  Frcm  bht^tr  ^real^r  ntinr- 
□ess  lo  norbhem  waters.  Ui«  older  Compiiiny  could  reach  a  powt 
iu  the  Sastiatche^an  with  th&tr  goods  tiearly  a  month  carher  in 
tbc  npnng  than  their  Montreal  riviJe  were  able  todo^  Wa  J^nd 
Lbnt  in  1790  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  crossed  south  from 
hhe  northern  waters  and  erected  a  trading  P^^^  ^t  the  mouth 
of  the  Swan  Bivor,  near  Lake  Winnipogoosia.  This  thoy  soon 
deeerted  and  built  a  ioit  on  tho  upper  waters  of  the  Assiniboine 
Hiv^r,  a  Jew  mllea  ahove  the  present  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
post  of  Fort  Pelly. 

A  p^od  of  Gurprioiog  energy  was  now  seen  in  the  English 
Company's  ^botb.  "CaiTjing  the  war  into  Africa,"  they 
in  the  same  year  met  Lh(^r  antngonista  in  th&  heart  of  their 
own  territory,  by  btiildint?  ^  trading  post  on  Rainy  Lake  and 
another  in  the  neighbouring  Kod  Lake  districti  now  included 
in  Norlh'Eastem  Minneecia.  Having  seized  the  ohief  pointE 
southward,  the  aroused  Company,  in  the  neiit  year  (1T91). 
pushed  north-westward  from  Cumberland  Houoe  and  built 
an  eBtabhshment  at  IIo  a  Ui  Crosse,  well  up  toward  Lake 
Athabasca - 

Crosmng  fj-oiTi  Lake  Witmipi;|£  in  early  spring  to  the  head 
waters  of  the  ABsiniboioe  River,  the  spring  btigade  of  the 
Hudaoa's  Bay  Compiusy  quite  outdid  th^ir  rivalB*  and  in  1794 
built  the  blatoric  Brandon  Houae,  at  a  very  important 
point  on  the  Atitiiniboine  River.  Tliis  post  was  for  iipwards  oE 
twenty  yeara  a  chief  nudaon'a  Bay  Company  centio  until  it 
waa  burnt.  On  the  graaej  bank  of  the  AaBin^boJno,  tiie  writer 
some  years  ago  found  the  reniaina  of  the  old  fort,  and  from  the 
well -preserved  oharacter  of  (he  sod,  waa  able  IpO  make  out  the 
line  of  the  pulEGadeo,  the  exact  &ise  of  all  the  buildings,  and 
tbua  to  obtain  the  ground  pttin, 

Brandon  Houae  was  oli  the  south  side  of  the  AssiniboinQi 
ahimt  seventeen  mile*  below  the  present  city  of  Broudou* 
ltd  remains  are  situated  on  the  homt*stead  of  Mr<  Gi^orge  Mair, 
a  Cikoadian  settlor  from  Beauharnoi?,  Qneboo,  who  eetllod  here 
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«□  July  20th,  i879.  The  site  wae  well  ohoscrn  &t  a  bend  of  bhe 
river,  having  ttie  ABainiboine  in  front  of  it  on  the  east  and 
partially  eo  uIgo  on  the  nortli.  The  fi'onti  of  the  pa!is9^3e  fftoed 
to  tbo  caet,  and  midway  in  the  weJI  waa  a  givte  ten  feet  wjdei 
with  mside  of  it  a  lock-out  tower  (guurite)  ceven  feet  square. 
On  the  sonth  side  was  the  long  atore-Iionse.  lo  the  centre  had 
s&ood  a  building  said  by  aoine  to  hitve  been  the  blaeksmltL'a 
shop.  Along  the  north  wall  were  the  buUdinga  for  residences 
and  other  purposes.  The  remnina  of  other  foite,  belonging  to 
rival  conipQiiieSi  are  not  far  away,  but  nf  these  we  shall  apeak 
again. 

The  aam©  aotivity  cod  tinned  to  exist  in  the  following  year, 
for  in  points  fio  fu'  apart  as  the  Upper  S&  skate  he  wan  luid 
Lake  Winnipeg  new  forte  were  built.  The  foiTner  of  these 
was  Edmonton  H^use.  built  on  tba  north  branch  of  tbe 
Saskatchewan.  The  fort  ereototi  on  Lake  Winnipeg  waa  pro- 
bably that  at  the  moutli  of  the  Winnipeg  Bivei',  near  where 
Port  Alexander  now  Btande. 

In  1796,  another  poet  was  begun  on  the  AsBiniboine  River, 
not  oiniikely  near  the  old  aite  of  Port  de  la  Reine,  while  in 
the  following  year,  us  a  half-way  bouae  to  Edmonton  on 
the  Saekatcbewan,  Cailton  House  was  ereoted.  The  Red 
River  proper  was  taken  poaseaeion  of  by  the  Company  in  1799. 
Alexander  Henry,  junr.,  tells  ue  that  very  near  tho  boundary 
line  (49  degrees  N.)  on  the  ejtet  aide  of  the  Red  River,  there 
were  in  ISOO  tlie  remains  of  a  fort. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  things*  60  far  aa  the  Hndson'a 
Bay  Companv  was  concerned,  at  the  eod  of  the  century, 

lo  twenty-five  years  they  had  eslended  Iheii-  trade  from 
Edmonton  House,  near  the  BookieBj  as  far  ua  Rainy  liaks; 
tbey  had  made  Cumberland  House  tho  centre  cf  their  opeiationa 
in  the  interior,  and  hod  biken  aetrt^ng  hold  of  the  fertile  region 
on  the  R«d  and  Assinibolne  Elvers,  of  which  to-day  the  city  of 
Winnipeg  is  tl^e  centre. 

Dndoubtedly  the  severe  competition  between  the  Montreal 
merchants  and  the  Hudson  e  Bay  Company  ^eatly  diminished 
the  profits  of  both-  Aooording  to  Umfreville,  the  Hudaon'a 
Bay  Compitny  business  was  conducted  much  more  eccnoroi- 
cally  than  that  of  Ibe  merchaiite  of  MoutreaL     The  Company 
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upon  the  Bay  chiefly  employed  men  obtiuned  in  the  Orkney 
lelanclflr  ^ho  were  a  steady,  pIoddiDg,  and  reliable  gUbs.  The 
employes  of  the  Montreal  merchanta  were  a  wild,  free,  reoklesa 
people,  much  addicted  to  drink,  and  consequently  less  to  bo 
depended  upon. 

The  same  writer  states  that  the  oompetition  between  the 
two  rival  bodies  of  traders  resulted  badly  for  the  Indians^  He 
says :  "  So  that  the  Canadians  from  Canada  and  the  Europeans 
from  Hudson  Bay  met  together,  not  at  all  to  the  ulterior 
advantage  of  the  natives,  who  by  this  means  became  de^ 
generated  and  debauched,  through  the  excessive  use  of  spirituous 
liquors  imported  by  these  rivals  in  commerce." 

One  thing  at  any  rate  bad  been  clearly  demonstrated,  that 
the  inglorious  sleeping  by  the  side  of  the  Bay,  charged  by 
Dobhs  and  others  against  the  old  Company,  had  been  overcome ; 
and  that  the  first  quarter  of  the  second  century  of  the  hiatory 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  showed  that  the  Company's 
motto,  "Pro  Pelle  Gutem,"  "Skin  for  Skin,"  had  not  been 
inappropriately  chosen. 


Hudson's  Bhj  CompftiiT  npgroBaWa — The  AT*"*  MoTaPiBh— Tlie  Fro- 
biahers — Pond  unH  Pflngmnti  diMUtiiifteii — Gvtgory  wiit  McL&oil 
— Strangth.  o(  Uift  Nfirth-Wi'st  CoiiipikTiy — Vyiatls  t-i  ba  built — 
Xev  route  from  Lklce  Suj^eHor  souf^lit — Guod-will  nt  timoA — 
Bliwdy  Pond— IVlilflr  imion,  17^^7 — Fp>rt  AleTftnrthn — Month  of 
the  Soiiria— Enormoiifl  fur  trade— Wealthy  Nop'-Wewl*ifl— 
-The  Hftunled  Houaa" 

Tbe  terrible  flcoiii-ge  of  sniallpox  cut  off  one  half,  some  sd^y/ 
oae^bbirct  of  the  Indian  popuiation  of  tho  Fur  oountiryt  TLJ^ 
was  a  severe  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  the  fur  trade,  aa  the 
traders  largely  depended  on  the  Indiaoa  aa  Erappere-  The  de- 
termination shown  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  CompB,ny,  and  the 
zeal  with  Avhich  they  look.  a.dvant&gQ  of  &a  early  access  to  the 
Northern  Indiana,  wore  a  surpriaG  to  the  Montreal  traders,  and 
we  find  in  th^  writinga  of  the  time»  frequent  e£pre«sioD8  iLa  to 
the  loss  of  profits  produced  by  the  competitiDn  in  the  fur  trade. 

The  leodtug  fur  merchants  of  Montreal  detei^miuedou  a  com- 
bination of  their  forces.  Chief  among  the  stronger  hooaea 
wera  the  Frobiihei-s.  Joseph  Frobisher  bad  i-etumed  from  his 
two  years'  expedition  in  1776,  *' having  secured  what  waa  in 
thoHo  days  coimbed  a  Gompetent  fortune."  attd  was  one  of  the 
"  oh&ractcra  "  of  the  comcicrDial  capital  of  Oanada. 

The  eCrongest  f&cloi'  in  tbe  comblnaiion  was  probably  Simon 
MeTaviah,  of  xvhoin  a  writer  has  said  "  tiiibt  he  iiuiy  be  re- 
garbled,  oa  the  iouoder  of  the  famous  Nortb-Weab  Couipauy." 
McTaviah,  bom  in  1750,  was  a  Highlander  of  enoniioiis  energy 
and  decision  of  character  While  by  hia  ferod  of  will  rousing 
o|ipoBition.  yet  ha  had  BEcellenb  husineee  capacity,  and  it  wns  Le 
^Tho  suggest^  the  ceaantion  of  rivairios  and  atrifo  amoogihoai- 
&eLvoa  and  the  linion  of  their  forces  by  the  Canadian  tradon. 

Acoordingly  tbe  Norih-Wea*  Company  was  formed  17J13-4, 
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its  Btook  being  apportioned  into  eixteen  parts,  each  stockholder 
supplying  in  lieu  of  money  a  certain  proportion  of  the  commo- 
(litiea  neoeaaory  for  trade,  and  the  Committee  dividing  their 
profits  when  the  returns  were  made  from  the  sale  of  fure. 
The  united  firms  of  Benjamin  and  Joseph  Frobisher  and 
Simon  MoTavieh  administered  the  whole  affair  for  the  traders 
and  received  a  commission  as  agents. 

The  brightest  prospect  lay  before  the  new  formed  Company, 
and  they  hod  their  first  gathering  at  Grand  Portage  in  the 
spring  of  1784.  But  union  did  not  satisfy  all.  A  viciously- 
disposed  and  self-oonfident  trader,  Peter  Pond,  had  not  been 
oonsulted.  Pond  was  an  American,  who,  as  we  have  seen  in 
1775,  aooompanied  Henry^  Cadot,  and  Frobisher  to  the  far 
North- West,  Two  years  later  he  had  gone  to  Lake  Athabasca, 
and  forty  miles  from  the  lake  on  Deer  Biver,  had  built  in  1776 
the  first  fort  in  the  far-distant  region,  which  became  known  as 
the  Pur  Emporium  of  the  North-West.  Pond  had  with  much 
skill  prepared  a  great  map  of  the  country  for  presentation  to 
the  Empress  Catherine  of  Russia,  and  at  a  later  stage  gave 
much  infonnatioD  to  the  American  commissioners  who  settled 
tho  boundary  line  under  the  Treaty  of  Paris. 

Pond  was  dissatisfied  and  refused  to  enter  the  new  Company, 
Another  trader^  Peter  Pangman,  an  American  also,  had 
been  overlooked  in  the  new  Companyt  and  he  and  Pond  now 
come  to  Montreal,  determined  to  form  a  strong  opposition  to 
the  MoTavish  and  Frobisher  combination.  In  this  they  were 
SQocessfuU  \ 

One  of  the  rising  merchants  of  Montreal  at  this  time  was 
John  Gregory,  a  young  Engtisbmon,  He  was  united  in 
partnership  with  Alexander  Norman  McLeod,  on  ardent  High- 
lander, who  afterwards  rose  to  great  di^nction  as  a  magnale 
of  the  for  trmde.  Pangmaa  and  Pond  appealed  to  the  self- 
tnter^t  of  Gr^ory.  McLeod  k  Company,  and  so.  very 
^lortly  after  his  projected  miion  of  all  the  Canadian  interests, 
MoT^iish  saw  arise  a  rival,  not  ao  lor^  as  his  own  Company, 
but  m  DO  iray  to  be  despised. 

^  this  TiTol  Company  also  belonged  an  energetic,  strong' 
willed  Scotchman,  who  afterwards  becocw  the  oelebnted  Sir 
Altftonder    Maekenne,     his  consin   Boderick   McEenjH — a 
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notable  churaatei',  a  trailer  oained  Rose,  and  also  young  Finlay. 
a  son  of  the  pioaoer  so  well  known  twenty  ye&ra  before  in  the 
fur  tradiog  and  civil  hiatafy  of  Cnnadti,  Fond  signalized  him- 
Htilf  by  s:wti  iift-er  deserting  to  the  older  Company. 

The  youiiger  Company  acted  with  great  vigour.  Leaving 
MoLeod  bebiad  to  manago  the  buaineas  in  Montreiil,  the  other 
members  found  therceelves  in  the  summer  at  Grand  Portiige, 
whore  they  eatablislked  a  pn&t.  They  then  divided  np  the 
country  aud  gave  it  to  the  partners  and  traders.  AtKabaBoa 
waa  given  to  Hoes  ;  Chtirchill  Bivur  to  Alexander  Mackenzie  ; 
the  Saakfltchewon  to  Pangman;  and  the  Red  River  country  bo 
the  veteran  irader  PolJoek. 

The  Nortli'Weat  Company  entered  with  great  energy  upon 
itQ  occupation  oi  Lhe  ^orth-West  counby.  Wo  aru  nblo  bo  refer 
to  an  impublished  memorial  presented  by  them,  :a  17B4,  to 
Govenior  Ilaldimand,  whitih  sbowH  very  well  tbeir  hopas  and 
expectations.  Tbey  claim  to  have  explored  aod  improved  tlie 
route  from  Grand  Portafio  to  Lake  Ouinipiqtio,  and  ihoy  ask 
the  governor  to  grant  them  the  exclusive  privilege  of  using 
Lhifl  routti  Eur  ten  years. 

Tbey  it^cite  tbe  eapeditiona  made  by  the  Montreal  tindere 
fiom  their  po^ta  in  176o  up  to  the  time  of  their  moinorial. 
They  urge  the  granting  of  favours  to  iham  on  the  double  ground 
of  their  having  to  oppose  the  "  new  adventm-ersn"  aa  they  call 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  the  north,  and  they  oloim  bo 
deairc  to  oppose  the  enoroaohments  of  the  United  States  In  tho 
south.  They  tiUle  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  Company 
in  the  North-West*  exclusl^ts  of  houses  and  stores,  to  be 
25,3032,  Sfl.  &?, ;  the  other  outfits  alao  sent  to  the  country 
will  not  fail  for  abort  of  this  sum.  The  Company  will  have 
at  Grand  Portage  in  the  following  July  50,000^  (original 
cost)  in  fur.  They  further  ask  the  privilege  of  constructing 
a  small  vessel  to  be  built  at  Detroit  and  to  be  taken  up  Bault 
Std'  Marie  to  ply  on  Lake  Superior,  and  also  that  in  trans- 
porting their  supplies  on  the  King's  ships  from  Niagara  and 
Detrmt  to  Mich  ill  mack  JiiaCj  they  may  have  the  pcecedenee 
OQ  acooont  of  the  shormesa  of  their  se&son  and  great  diatance 
to  the  intenoT  to  be  reached. 

They  state  chLit  they  have  iirranged  to  have  a  spot  selected  a 
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Sault  Ble.  T^Tftno.  whither  they  may  have  the  fort  traneferrei 
from  Mif-hiiinattckiiiJic,  v^hich  place  had  been  awarded  by  the 
I'eaty  of  Paria  to  the  Americaos.  They  desire  another  veseel 
piaoad  on  the  lukes  to  cany  their  furs  to  Detroit,  This 
Indicates  a  great  revival  of  llie  fur  tmde  and  vigorous  plana 
for  itiH  prosecution, 

A  most  interesting  statement  ia  lUao  made  in  the  memorial : 
that  on  account  of  Grand  Portage  itself  taving  been  by  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  left  on  the  American  side  of  the  Iroundajy  on 
Lake  Superior,  they  hoJ  taken  steps  to  find  a  Oacadiaii  route 
by  whicb  the  trade  could  be  carried  on  from  Lake  Superior 
to  the  interior.  They  state  that  they  had  Bent  off  on  an 
expedition  n  caroe,  with  provisions  only,  navigated  by  six 
CAuadi&ns,  under  the  diiection  of  Mr.  Edward  nm&eviUc,  who 
had  been  eleven  years  in  the  aorvJco  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  and  who  along  with  his  colleague,  Mr,  Verrance, 
knew  the  language  of  the  Indians. 

We  learn  from  TJtufrerJUe'e  boolt  tlia^t  "  be  succeeded  In  his 
expedition  much  to  the  satisfaction  cf  the  tnerchanta,"  along 
the  route  from  Lake  Ncpipon  to  Winnipeg  River.  The  rgcte 
discoveied  proved  ftlmoet  impracticRbTe  for  Liade^  but  as  'n  was 
niany  yeara  before  the  terms  of  the  treaty  were  carried  into 
effect,  Grand  Portage  remained  for  the  time  the  favourite 
pathway  to  the  interior. 

The  oonfliet  of  the  two  Montreal  Companies  almost  ohaaured 
ihiLCi  with  the  English  traders  from  Hudson  Bay.  True.iii  some 
districts  the  competilion  was  peaceful  aud  honourable.  The 
nephev;  of  Bimon  McTavieh,  William  McGilUvray,  who  after- 
wjLi'ds  ror^  lo  great  prciniueime  as  a.  trailer,  was  stittioned  witb 
one  uf  the  rival  company,  Roderick  McKeazie,  of  wliom  we  have 
spoken,  on  the  English  River,  In  17b6  they  had  botb  suc- 
ceeded eo  weU  in  trade  that,  forming  their  men  into  Vwo 
brif^adeft,  they  returned  togBtlier^  making  the  woods  resound 
with  the  lively  French  fionga  of  the  voyageura. 

The  attitude  of  the  traders  largely  depended,  however,  on  tbe 
eharacter  of  the  men.  To  the  Alhabaaea  district  the  impetuous 
uid  Lntraotable  Pond  was  tient  by  the  oUler  CompEtny,  on  bis 
deaertion  to  It.  Here  there  was  the  powerful  m£ueuce  of  tbe 
Huds^'a  Bay  Compiny  tc  contend  against,  and  the  old  Com- 
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pany  from  tke  Bay  long  mjimtibmod  ile  bold  on  tbc  Northern 
lodiatis.  To  make  a  flank  raoTcmenl  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay 
CojQpanj  Le  seat  Cuthbert  Grant  and  a  French  Lnider  to  Blave 
Lake,  on  which  tlioy  established  Fori  Resolutioa,  while,  puabing 
on  Gtili  faJthor,  tL@y  reoohod  a  point  afterwiuds  kncwD  oa  Fort 
Providence. 

The  third  body  to  be  represented  in  Athabasca  Ljike  waa  the 
email  North-Weati  Coinpaay  by  their  bonr^coU,  Jolin  EoeSi 
Boss  w&s  a,  pK^aocable  and  fair  rnon,  but  Fond  so  atirred  up 
strife  that  the  employ^fi  of  the  two  Companies  were  in  a 
perpetual  quarrel.  In  one  of  these  conflicts  Ross  was  unfor- 
tunutely  killed.  This  added  to  the  evil  reputation  of  Pood, 
who  in  176J  had  been  ohorgod  with  the  murdor  of  a  poaoeful 
tmdt^t  named  Wadin,  la  the  same  Athabasca  region. 

When  BoderitJi  McKenzie  heard  at  lie  H  la  Crosse  of  the 
murder,  he  baetened  to  the  nieetmg  of  the  traders  at  Grand 
Poriage.  This  alai'ming  event  bo  atfected  the  Crader^  ihEbt  tbo 
two  Companies  agreed  to  untie-  The  union  wafl  effected  in 
1787,  and  tlie  haslneaa  at  headquai'ters  in  Maiitreal  was  no* 
managed  by  ibe  three  houseB  of  McTaviab.  Frobisher,  and 
Gregory.  Alexander  MaQkcnzi^waB  despatched  to  Athabosoa 
to  lake  the  place  of  the  unfortunate  iradiar  Boijb,  and  io  became 
ooquuinted  with  the  region  which  waa  to  be  the  eceDe  of  his 
triumphs  Jn  discovery, 

Tlie  unioQ  of  the  North-Weet  lur  oompanlos  led  to  GXtcn- 
BLOD  in  Qomo  directtone.  The  Aaslnihoine  Valley,  in  one  of  the 
most  fertile  parts  of  the  ooimlry,  was  more  fulTy  occupied.  Aa 
in  the  case  oi  Ihe  HudsDn*a  Bay  Company,  the  oci:apation  of 
this  valley  took  place  by  iirat  coming  to  Lake  Winnipeg  and 
aJwenJing  the  Swan  River  (always  a  lur  trader's  parodiB©), 
until,  by  a  shorl  portage,  tbs  Upper  AsHiniboine  was  raaobed. 

The  oldest  fori  in  this  valley  belongiai;  to  the  Nor'-Westera 
seems  to  have  been  built  l>y  a  trader,  Robert  Grant,  a  y&DkT  oi 
two  after  ITbO,  It  is  deeJared  by  trader  Jobn  McDonnell  to 
have  been  two  short  days'  mai-cb  frora  the  junction  of  tlie 
Qu'Appelle  and  Aasiniboine. 

Well  up  the  Aesiniboinc,  and  not  far  from  the  ^urcc  of  the 
Swan  River,  stood  Fort  AEoKOndriat  "surrounded  by  grovee  of 
bireh,  poplar,  and  aspen/'  and  eaid  lo   ha\e  been  named  after 


Sir  Alexander  MacIreDziQ.  It  wivb  366  feet  in  lecglh  by  196 
Eeot  in  bi-Qodth  ;  tbe  *'  bouaes.  stores,  Uta.,  being  well  built,  pUs- 
tarod  on  the  inside  and  outside,  and  washed  ov^r  wiib  a 
white  earth,  which  answara  nEutrly  as  weU  aa  lime  for 
whilewaahing," 

Counecled  wilh  this  region  was  the  /inmo  of  a  famous  trader, 
Cnthbert  Grant,  the  father  of  the  leader  of  tha  half-breeds  and 
Nijr* -Westers,  of  wbom  wb  shitll  speak  afbci'wjtrds.  At  the 
mouth  of  Shell  Bivoron  the  Assiniboine  atcxxl  a  small  fort  built 
by  Potor  Graot  in  1794. 

When  Ibe  Nor'-Westers  became  acqiminted  with  the  roule 
down  the  Asainiboine,  they  followed  it  to  its  mouth,  and  from 
that  point,  vrbora  it  jomcd  tbo  Bod  Biver,  descended  to  Lake 
Winiupeg  and  orosaed  to  the  Winnipeg  River, 

In  order  to  do  this  the>  esta-blislnfd  in  1785,  as  a  baiting 
place,  Piiia  Foit,  ibbuut  eighteen  miles  below  the  jonction  of  (he 
Souria  and  Aseiniboine  mvara.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Sourie 
Biver,  and  near  the  eite  of  the  Brandon  House,  already  de- 
Bonhed  as  hnilt  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Oompaay,  the  Nortb- 
Wabt  Company  builb  in  1795  Aasiniboine  Qoose.  ThJa  fort 
became  of  great  importance  aa  the  d6p5t  for  e:ipedJtioDs  to  the 
MandanB  of  the  Mieaouri  Kiver. 

The  union  of  the  Montreal  Companies  veaultedj  as  bad  been 
6xpeoted»  in  a  greaEi  expansion  of  the  b.'ade.  In  1788  the  groaa 
amount  of  the  trade  did  not  exceed  40.000/-,  but  by  the  euorgy 
of  the  partners  it  reached  before  the  end  of  Ihe  century 
more  than  three  times  that  amount — a  remarkable  shewing. 

The  route  now  being  fully  established,  the  trade  soltieddown 
into  r^t^lar  chacneb.  The  agents  of  the  Company  in  Mon- 
treal, MceerB-  McTavisb  A  Co,,  found  it  neceesary  to  o^der  the 
goods  needed  from  Englnnd  eighteen  months  btfon^  they  could 
leave  Uontroal  for  the  West,  Arriviiig  in  Canada  in  the 
BUmmer,  they  were  tben  made  up  in  packages  for  the  Indian 
trftde-  Tbese  weighed  about  ninety  pounds  each,  and  were 
ready  to  be  home  inland  in  the  following  spring. 

Then  being  sent  to  the  West,  they  were  taken  to  the  far  pointa 
in  tfao  eusuing  winter,  where  they  worei  oxohangod  for  furs. 
The  furs  renched  Mootreaf  iu  the  next  autumn,  when  they  were 
stored  Lld  l^tai^D,  aod  weri?  not  to  be  aolil  or  paid  for  before  the 
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foUotviiig  seasoa.  This  wiis  forty-lwo  moutSia  after  the  gooda 
were  ordered  m  Canada  Tliis  trade  was  a  very  heavy  one  to 
ooaduoti  inasmucb  as  allowing  a  ujcrchant  one  year's  ci^edib,  be 
bad  9tiU  two  years  to  carry  the  burden  after  the  value  of  the 
goode  had  been  coDBidered  as  cash. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  century  a  single  year's  produce  was 
enormoue.  One  such  yeii^r  was  repreaenled  by  106,000  benvera, 
^2,000  marten,  11,800  mink.  17,000  muaquash,  and.  counting 
all  toother,  not  le^  than  1S4,0C0  skins. 

The  agents  neeesftii,ry  to  carry  on  this  enormous  volume  of 
trade  were  numerous.  Sir  Alejcandei-  Mackenzie  informs  ufi 
that  there  were  employed  in  the  concern,  not  including  oUicevB 
or  partQora,  50  alerks,  TI  interpreteis  and  clerks,  1120  eanoe- 
men,  and  35  guides. 

The  magnitude  of  the  opeiatioiia  of  this  Company  may  be 
seen  from  the  foregoing  stntem&nts.  The  capital  required  by 
the  ageatB  of  the  concern  in  Montreal,  the  number  of  inBii 
employed,  the  vast  quantities  of  goods  sent  out  in  Ues  made 
ap  for  the  Tvestem  trade,  and  tho  enormous  store  of  fura 
received  in  exchange,  all  combmed  to  maJcc  the  buainesa  of  the 
Norlh-West  Company  ac  important  factor  in  Canadian  life, 

Canada  was  then  in  her  lafiLncy.  Upper  Canada  was  not 
constituted  a  province  until  the  date  of  the  formation  of  the 
Nortb-Wc3t  Company.  Montreal  and  Quebec,  the  only  places 
of  any  importance,  were  small  towns.  The  absence  of  manu- 
factrures,  agricultiLre,  and  means  of  inter-oommunieatiGD  or 
transport,  led  (o  the  Nortb-Weat  Company  being  the  chief 
source  of  moncy-nmking  in  Cunada.  As  the  fur  merchaate 
becaine  rich  from  their  proQta,  they  bought  Boigniories,  built 
manaionB,  and  even  in  some  eaties  purclinsed  estates  in  the 
old  land, 

Simon  McTaviah  maj  bo  looked  upon  aa  a  type.  After  a 
most  ChClive  Ufe,  and  when  he  bad  aocm:rtulated  a  handsome 
eompetence.  Simon  M^Tavish  owned  the  Seigniory  of  Terre- 
bonne, raooiving  in  1802  a  grant  of  11,600  aci'es  in  the  town- 
ship of  Chester.  He  was  engaged  at  tiiC  time  of  bis  death, 
which  took  place  in  1804.  in  erecting  a  princely  mansion  Rt 
thff  foot  of  Uie  Momitraijk  in  Montreal.  For  half  a  ceutury 
the    ruins  of  tbia  building  were  the  dread  of  ohildren,  and 
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were  known  as  McTavieh's  "Haunted  House."  The  fur- 
trader'a  tomb  may  still  be  recognized  by  an  obelisk  eDclosed 
within  stone  walls,  near  '*Bavenscrag,"  the  residence  of  the 
late  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  which  occupies  the  site  of  the  old  ruin. 
Surely  the  glory  of  the  lords  of  the  lakes  and  the  forest  has 
passed  away. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


vavAOKa  OP  sui  albxandbr  Mackenzie. 

A  ynung  Highlandar — To  rival  Hearne — Fort  Chipawjan  bmlt — 
French  Oiino*liiin  V'^yac'^nrs— Tradtti-  Jjaroni — PerilH  of  the  route 
^PiiBt  eicctPil  '^n  Arctic  Coast— Rutuni  iuutUGj— PunJ's  miacaJ' 
culittiuuH— HuiIboii  BayTuruur — RmltnctMcKeiiaina hobuitolity 
— Almcanilfr  MftckfrnBui — Aatnn"nriy  tuiri  mnthematica^ Wi  iitera 
UH  Peiu^e  River- Terrifiu  jouniej— Tlib  Fatriilu  aloptt-^DawptirQua 
Indifljia— PaL'ilic  Otoan,  1703 — North-Weat  paaMigo  t»y  Lod — 
Ortiat  ttcbiuvtiiaent — A  Jiobabfe  book. 


Okb  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Eur-trftders  seems  to  have  bad  a  higher 
ambition  than  stmpJy  to  oxjrvy  back  to  Grand  Portage  ciinoes 
overflowing  with  furs.  Alesander  Mackenzie  hud  tba  reatlese 
Bpirit  thai  made  him  a.  very  uncertain  partner  in  the  great 
sohemee  of  MoTaviab,  FrobiBher  &  Co..  a^nd  led  him  to  seek  for 
glory  in  tho  task  of  c-sploration.  Coming  as  ik  young  High- 
lander to  Montreal,  be  hiul  early  bean  go  appreciated  for  his 
ability  as  to  be  eenl  by  Gregory,  McLeod  &  Co.  to  conduct  their 
enterprise  in  Detroit.  Then  we  hive  seen  that,  refusing  to 
enter  the  MoTovbh  Company,  be  had  gone  to  Churohill  Eivor 
for  the  Gregory  Company.  The  sudden  union  of  all  the 
Montreal  ConipauieK  [1787)  cauaed,  \ih  already  noted,  by  Poad's 
mnrder  of  Rose,  led  to  Alexander  Mackenzie  being  pl&oed  in 
ofaarge  in  that  year  of  tho  department  of  AthLibasea. 

The  looged'fcr  opportunity  had  now  come  to  Maeken^ie^ 
He  heard  from  the  Tndiana  and  others  of  how  Samuel  Hearne. 
lees  th&Q  twenty  years  before*  on  bebaJf  of  their  great  rivals, 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  had  returned  by  way  of  Lake 
Athabasca  (rom  bis  discovery  of  tbe   Coppermine  River.     He 

tged  to  reuicb  the  Art^lic  Sea  by  ajiottier  river  of  which  he  bad 
'iioard*  and  eclipse  the  discovery  of  his  rival-  He  even  had  it  m 
vidw  to  seek  tbe  PaciSc  Ocean,  of  which  he  was  constantly 
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hearing  from  the  Indiane^  where  white  mea  wearing  armour 
wore  to  be  met — no  doubt  meamag  the  Sp&oiflirdB. 

MackoDsie  proceeded  in  c.  very  deliberate  way  to  prepare  tor, 
his  long  journey-  Having  this  expeditioD  Ln  view,  be  secur^ 
he  appointment  of  hia  comiin,  Koderiek  MeKen^le,  to  bis  own 
departiQeat>  Be&chiDg  Lake  Abhabaficu,  ikidGiick  McKmizie 
aeleotod  a  proirjoutory  runmng  out  eomc  throe  mUc^B  into  bhe 
Uke,  and  here  built  (1788)  Fort  Cbipewyan,  it  being  called 
{rom  tbe  IndiiLDs  wbc  ehieSy  fretjuented  the  district-  It 
bscauie  the  most  Important  Tort  of  the  nonb  country,  being 
at  the  oonvorging  point  of  trads  on  Obo  gre&t  waterooureeB 
of  the  norib-weat. 

On  June  3rd,  1789,  Alexander  Mnokeurie  started  on  his  first 
esplora,tdon.  la  his  own  birab-bark  canoe  was  a  orew  of  seven. 
His  crew  is  worthy  of  being  particuJariaed,  It  consisted  of 
four  BVench  Canadians,  Kitb  the  wives  of  iwo  oE  tbem.  These 
voyftgeu]-3  were  Frani;rils  Bivrrieau,  Charles  Ducatte.  or  Cadieu, 
Joseph  Landry,  or  Cadien,  Pierre  de  Lorme.  To  complete  the 
number  was  John  Steinbruck,  a  German-  The  second  oaDoe 
contained  the  gulds  of  the  expedition,  an  Indian,  called  tbe 
•*  Eriylidb  chief,"  who  was  a  great  trader,  ^Lud  had  frequentad 
year  by  year  tbe  route  to  tbe  English,  on  Hudson  Bay,  In 
hb  canoe  wcj'e  his  tno  wtveSr  f^ud  two  young  Indiact^-  In  a 
third  canoe  was  trader  Leroux,  who  was  to  accompany  ibe 
explorer  as  far  north  as  Stave  Ijake,  and  dispoi^e  of  the  goods 
he  took  for  fura>  Leroux  was  under  oi-ders  fi-om  hia  chief  to 
build  a  fort  on  Slave  Lake^ 

Starting  on  June  3e\].  the  party  left  tbe  lake,  finding  their 
way  down  Slave  River,  which  tliey  already  knew.  Day  after 
day  they  journeyed,  auHered  from  myriads  of  mosquitoes, 
passed  tho  steep  mountam  poitagci  and,  undergoing  many 
bardEhips,  reached  Slave  Lake  in  nine  day3- 

Skirting  the  lake,  they  soon  departed  norLh  by  an  unknown 
liver-  This  was  tbe  object  of  Mackenzie's  search.  Floating 
down  tbe  stream,  the  Horn  Mouutaius  were  eeen,  portage  after 
portage  was  Gi^oesed,  tbe  mouth  of  tbe  foaming  Great  Slave 
Lake  River  was  p^aed,  tbe  enowy  mounCaina  came  Ln  vibw  in 
the  distance,  and  the  party,  undeterred,  prefixed  forward  on 
their  voyage  of  discover^'. 
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The  ubuqJ  ineidente  of  oarly  travel  were  cxp<?rionoed>  The 
nccidente,  though  cot  serious,  were  numerous ;  ibe  aoenee  met 
with  were  all  new  ;  the  rntiveB  were  atirprised  at  tbe  bearded 
Htranger  ;  ihe  uaoal  deception  and  ficklenesa  were  displajed  by 
tbe  Indiana,  only  lo  be  overoome  by  tho  tirtnneaa  and  toot  of 
MaoksDzie;  atidiorty  days  after  starting,  the  expedition  looked 
out  upon  tbe  floating  ice  of  the  Arctic  Ocean,  Mackenzie,  on 
the  morning  cf  July  Htb,  erect&d  a  post  oa  the  shore,  gd  whieb 
he  engraved  the  latitude  of  the  place  (69  deg.  II'  N-)r  his  ovm 
name,  the  number  of  persons  in  tbe  partry,  and  tbe  time  they 
remained  there. 

His  object  having  been  thus  accompli  shed,  the  important 
matter  was  to  reach  Lake  Abbabasca  in  tbe  remaining  daya  of 
the  open  aeaaou,  Tbe  return  journey  bad  the  uBual  experiences, 
and  on  August  24tli  ibey  came  npon  LorouK  on  Slave  Lake, 
where  that  trader  had  erected  Fort  Providenco.  On  September 
13th  the  ©xpoiiiion  arrived  sitfely  at  Fort  Chipewyan,  the  time 
of  ftbeence  having  been  103  dDye,  Tbe  elorj'  of  this  journey  ia 
given  in  a  graphic  and  unaffected  rrjanner  by  Mackenzie  in  his 
work  of  1801,  but  no  mention  is  made  of  his  own  uatna  being 
attached  to  the  river  wbioh  be  had  discovered. 

We  have  stated  that  Pefier  Pond  had  prepared  a  map  of  the 
niirtli  country,  with  the  purpose  o!  presenting  it  to  the  Empress 
of  Bnesia.  Being  a  man  of  great  energy,  he  waa  not  deterred 
from  this  undertaking^  by  the  fact  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
ftstroncmical  instruments  and  little  of  che  art  of  map-makings 
His  sbatenients  wej^  made  on  the  basis  of  reports  from  the 
Indians,  whose  custom  waa  always  to  make  tbe  leagues  short, 
that  they  mi;;bt  boost  of  the  length  of  their  joumeys>  Com- 
puting in  thiR  way,  he  made  Lake  Athabasca  so  far  from  Hudson 
Bay  and  the  Grand  Portage  that,  toldng  Cztptain  Cook's 
obeervationa  on  the  Pacific  Coast  four  years  befoi^  this,  the 
lake  was  only,  according  to  bi$)  ealeulations,  a  but:tdred  or  a 
hundred  and  fifty  mites  from  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  effect  of  Pond's  calculations,  which  becarae  known  in  the 
Treaty  of  Pane,  was  to  stimulate  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
10  follow  up  Hearne'a  discoveries  and  to  explore  tbe  country 
west  of  Ijake  Athabasca,  They  attempted  this  rn  1TB5,  but 
they  sent  ont  a  boy  of  fifteen,  named  Gc;org€  Charles,  who  had 
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becQ  one  year  ab  &  mathematioal  scbool^  and  had  Dever  made 
there  more  than  eunple  observationa.  As  was  to  have  been 
expected,  the  boy  proved  incompetent.  Urged  on  by  the 
Colonial  OfGoe,  they  again  in  1791  organized  an  expedition  to 
Bend  Astronomer  Philip  Turner  to  make  the  western  journey. 
UnaccuBtomod  to  the  Far  West^  and  poorly  provided  for  this 
journey,  Turner  found  himBelf  at  Fort  Cbipewyan  entirely 
dependent  for  help  and  shelter  on  the  Nor'-Westers,  He  was, 
however,  quaMed  forhia  worh,  and  made  correct  observationa, 
which  settled  the  question  of  the  distance  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
Mr.  Boderiek  MaKenzie  showed  him  every  bospitality.  This 
expedition  served  at  least  to  show  that  the  Pacific  was  certainly 
five  times  the  diatanoe  from  Lake  Athabasca  that  Pond  had 
estimated. 

After  coming  back  from  the  Arctic  Sea,  Alexander  Mac- 
kenzie spent  his  time  in  urging  forward  the  business  of  the  fur 
trade,  especially  north  of  Lake  Athabasca;  but  there  was 
burning  in  hie  breast  the  deaire  to  be  the  discoverer  of  the 
Western  Sea.  The  voyage  of  Turner  made  him  stiil  more 
desirous  of  going  to  the  Weat. 

Like  Heame,  Alexander  Mackenzie  h&d  found  the  wont  of 
astronomical  knowledge  and  the  lack  of  suitable  inatrumcnta 
a  great  drawback  in  determining  his  whereabouts  from  day  to 
day.  With  remarkable  energy,  he,  in  the  year  1791,  journeyed 
eastward  to  Canada,  crossed  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  London, 
and  spent  the  winter  in  acquiring  the  requisite  mathematical 
knowledge  and  a  sufficient  acquaintaccc  with  instruments 
to  enable  him  to  take  observations. 

He  was  now  prepared  to  make  his  journey  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  He  states  that  the  courage  of  his  party  had  been 
kept  up  on  their  reaching  the  Arctic  Sea,  by  the  thought  that 
they  were  approaching  the  Mer  de  rOuest,  which,  it  will  be 
remembered,  Verandrye  had  sought  with  such  passionate 
desire- 
In  the  very  year  in  which  Mackenzie  returned  from  Great 
Britain,  hia  great  purpose  to  reach  the  Pacific  Coast  led  him  to 
make  his  preparations  in  the  autumn,  and  on  October  10th, 
1792,  to  leave  Fort  Chipewyan  and  proceed  as  far  np  Peace 
Kiver  as  the  farthest  aettlement,  and  there  winter,  to  be  ready 
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for  ui  e&rly  stui-t  in  the  following  spii^^.  On  his  way  he 
overtook  Mr,  FEnlity,  tbe  younger,  and  called  upon  him  in  his 
oamp  near  the  fort,  wliera  he  waa  to  trade  for  tbe  wialen 
LeftTing  Mr.  Finlay  ''  under  aovoral  volleys  of  musketry," 
Mflokenzie  puahed  ou  &nd  reached  the  spot  where  the  men  had 
been  despatched  in  the  pretieding  spnng  to  sq^mre  timber  for  a 
bouso  and  Qub  palisades  to  fortify  \\.  Here,  where  the  Boucave 
joins  the  main  hntnizh  of  the  Peace  Biver,  the  foii  was  ereoted* 
His  own  bouse  was  oat  ready  for  oeeupatioQ  before  December 
23rd,  and  the  body  of  tbe  men  went  oi]  after  that  date  to  erect 
five  housea  fcr  which  ihe  material  htLd  beaa  prepai'sd.  Trouhlea 
were  plentiful ;  such  aa  tho  quarrolBomeneBS  of  the  natives,  the 
kilUag  of  aa  iDdian.  and  in  the  latter  past  of  tbe  winter  severe 
oold.  In  MjLy^  Mackenj^je  Jeapatcbed  sIk  cauoes  laden  with 
furs  for  Fort  Chipewyan, 

The  somewhat  cool  roception  that  MackcnEio  had  reoeived 
from  the  other  partners  o-E  Gr&Qd  Portage,  wben  on  a  fomier 
ocoaaion  be  bad  given  an  account  of  his  voyage  to  the  ArcUc 
Sea,  led  bJm  to  be  doubtful  whether  hia  confKrcs  would  fully 
approve  the  great  expedition  on  wliiob  ha  waa  determined  to 
go.  He  was  comparatively  a  young  man,  and  be  knew  (hat 
bhere  were  Enony  of  the  traders  jealous  of  bim.  Still,  hia  doter- 
mined  ch&ractot  led  him  to  hold  to  his  plan*  and  hiB  great 
ener^  urged  Liin  to  make  a  name  for  himself. 

Mackenzie  had  found  much  difficulty  in  aeeuring  guides  and 
vojageurs.  The  trip  proposed  vraa  bo  didicult  that  the  bravest 
shrank  from  it.  The  e^tplorcr  had,  however,  great  conhdenee 
in  hie  colleague,  Ale?umder  Maokay,  who  had  arrived  at  the 
Forks  a  few  weeks  before  the  dep^ture,  ^faekay  was  a  most 
experienced  and  shiewd  man.  Aftet  faithfully  f^ervlng  hia 
Oompany,  he  entered,  as  we  shall  see,  the  Aator  For  Company 
in  1311,  and  was  killed  amonf^  tbe  first  in  the  fieroc  attack 
on  the  ship  Tonqiim,  which  was  captured  by  the  natives. 
Maekende'H  cicw  was  tbe  best  he  could  obtain,  and  their 
Dames  have  become  historic.  There  were  besides  Maokay, 
Joseph  Landry  and  Cbarlea  Ducette,  two  vojageurs  ci  the 
former  expedition^  B^p^Hte  Biuaon,  Fi^u^ois  Gourtois,  Jacques 
BeauohampH  and  Fianfois  BeauUeu,  the  last  of  whom  died  so 
late  aa  1873,  aged  nearly  one  hujidred  yeai-s,  probablylbe  oldeet 
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in&n  in  tlie  North-West  at  the  time.  Archbishop  Trtcho  ^vea" 
ftn  InteroBtiDg  jkocoutit  of  Beauliou's  baptism  sX  the  ago  of 
fieventy.  Two  IndiEUiB  ootcpleiecl  the  parly,  one  of  whom  had 
beeit  QD  idle  a  lad-  Ihub  he  bore  till  his  dying  day  the  nn- 
enviitblo  name  of  "  Cflncre  " — the  orab. 

Having  takeii,  on  the  ty^  of  hie  departure,  the  latitude  &ad 
longitude  of  his  winter  post,  MaukeUfHe  sb:irbed  en  May  9th, 
1793.  for  his  notable  voyage.  Seeing  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  elk,  buffalo,  and  boiir,  the  oxpeditron  pushed  cibcad,  meet- 
ing the  dif&eiilCi^s  of  navigatinn  with  patience  and  ekilL  The 
munnurs  of  hia  men  and  the  desire  to  turn  hack  made  no 
impreaaiofl  on  Mackenzie,  who,  now  thtit  hia  HighUad  blood 
was  upi  det^rmiaed  to  aecftbe  journey  through.  The  diilieultiea 
of  navigation  became  extreme,  and  at  tintes  the  oiLnoes  had  to 
be  driLwn  up  streitm  by  the  l>ntncheH  of  trees. 

At  len^^b  in  longitude  1^1^  W.  Maokeneie  reached  a  lake» 
whieh  he  ooneidered  the  head  of  the  Ayngal  or  Poaoo  Biver. 
Here  th<^  party  landed,  iinloiLded  the  canoes,  and  by  a  portage 
of  half-a-mile  on  a  weli-benteu  path,  came  upon  another  small 
lake-  Fi^orn  this  lake  the  explorers  followed  a  Hmail  river, 
iind  here  the  guide  desorted  the  party.  On  Juno  17th  the 
members  of  the  ei^peditioTi  enjoyed,  after  all  their  toil  and 
anxiety.  Ihe  "  inexpi-essthle  Batiafdction  of  finding  themaelveB 
on  the  Ijank  of  a  ravigable  river  on  the  west  side  of  the  first 
groivl  range  of  mountains." 

BuoniDg  rapid^H  breaking  canoesH  1*6 -ascending  strejLms,  quiet- 
ing discontent,  building  new  canoes.  diBtorbing  tribes  of  sur- 
prised Indians,  and  urging  on  his  discouraged  band.  Mackon^ie 
poTflifitenlLy  kept  on  his  way.  He  was  deacooding  on  Tacoutche 
Tee&e,  afterwards  known  as  the  Fraser  Eiver.  Finding  that 
the  distance  by  this  river  was  too  great,  lie  turned  haek.  At 
the  point  ^here  he  took  this  step  (June  33rd)  was  aftf^rwards 
built  Alexandria  Fort,  rnvmed  after  the  oitplonir.  Leaving  the 
gWHt  river,  the  party  crossed  rhe  eouDtry  lo  ivhat  Mackonaie 
called  the  We&t  Ftoad  Ilivor.  For  this  land  journey,  hegim  on 
July  4th,  the  explorers  were  provided  with  food.  After  sixteen 
days  of  a  most  toilsome  journey,  they  at  length  came  upon 
an  arm  of  the  sea.  The  Indians  near  the  eoaat  Beemed  very 
IroublesoiaG,  but  the  courage  of  Mackenzie  never  failed  him. 
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It  was  repreaeated  to  him  bb^t  the  naU^rea  "  were  aa  numeroua 
as  mosquitoes  find  ot  a  very  taalignaot  chaxftcter," 

His  dc9tii]fiti{>a  h&TJng  boon  I'oachod,  the  Gommacder  mJsed 
op  Boroe  vermUion  in  melted  grease  and  inscribed  in  lHTg« 
c^b&^a.Gte^B  an  tte  aoutli-aiial]  face  of  the  rock,  on  which  they 
passed  the  nighb,  "Alexander  Maci^onzie.  from  Canada,  by 
land  the  twenty-sacopd  of  July,  one  thousand  BCTOn  hnndred 
and  ninety-ihree/' 

After  a  short  rest  the  well-repaid  eiplorers  began  their  home- 
ward journey.  To  ascend  the  PaciliG  slope  wag  a  toilsome  and 
diflOOuragLQg  undertakings  but  tho  enorgy  whioh  bad  oaabled 
Ihem  to  oocce  through  aji  onknown  road  eflsily  led  them  baok 
by  a  way  that  had  now  lost  its  uncertainty.  Mackenzie 
aaya  that  when  "  we  reached  the  downward  cuirent  of  the 
PeaoQ  Hiyt^r  and  oao^e  m  view  of  Fort  McLeod,  wa  threw  out 
oar  flag  and  aceotnpanted  it  with  a  general  discharge  of  firearniB, 
while  tho  men  were  in  bach  spirits  aud  made  ancb  an  active  use 
of  their  paddles,  that  wo  arrived  before  the  two  men  whooi  we 
left  In  the  spring  oould  recovor  their  senses  to  answer  us, 
Thus  we  landed  at  four  in  the  afternoon  at  the  place  which  wg 
left  in  the  oaontli  of  May.  In  another  month  (August  24th} 
Fort  Chipew)'an  was  reached,  where  tho  following  winter  was 
spent  in  trade." 

It  is  bard  to  egtJtnale  all  the  obatacles  overcomoand  the  great 
service  rendered  in  the  two  voyages  of  Alexander  Mackeusie. 
BeAidera  of  the  '*  North- Weat  Passage  by  Land"  will  rc- 
member  the  pitiable  plight  ia  which  Lord  Milton  and  Dr. 
^^headle,  nearly  seventy  years  afterwards,  reacbed  the  coaat. 
Maokeu^ie's  jonrnay  was  more  diiUculb,  but  the  advantage  lay 
-with  the  far-traderB  in  that  they  were  experts  in  the  matters  of 
North'Weet  travel  Time  and  again,  MELckenzte's  party  becamu 
diseonrftgdd.  When  the  Paelfio  sSope  was  reached,  and  the 
Toya^ura  saw  the  waters  begin  to  run  away  from  the  country 
with  which  they  were  aoqtiainted,  their  fears  were  aroused,  and 
it  was  natural  that  ihey  should  be  unwilling  to  proceed  further. 

MackenT^ie  bail,  however,  all  the  instincts  of  a  biuve  and 
tactful  leadsr.  On  oue  occasion  he  was  compelled  to  lake  a 
stand  and  declare  that  1/  hia  party  dcserttd  him,  he  would  go 
en  alone,    This  at  once  aroused  theii'  admiration  and  sympathy, 
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MSA  tbey  oA'crcd  to  follow  him.  At  tho  pomC  on  tlie  gixtat 
river  where  he  turned  b^ck,  the  In^&na  wer9  exceedingly 
hostile,  HiB  fimiDesa  nncl  perfect  self-oortrol  »«howed  the  aame 
spirit  that  is  found  in  all  gi-eat  leaders  in  dealing  with  snvago 
or  Gen]i- civilised  raooa.  Men  like  Frontenac.  M^iclccnzic,  ond 
General  Gordon  fifiemed  to  have  a  charmed  life  which  eniLbled 
them  to  exerciee  &  species  oF  meRmeric  influenoa  ovfir  half- 
trtkined  or  entirely  uncuhiva.tQd  minda, 

IVom  the  wider  etandpointf  knowledge  was  supplied  na  to  the 
country  lyiog  between  the  two  great  oeoana.  and  while  it  did 
not,  fiiS  we  know  fram  the  voyages  seeking  a  North-West 
Paaafigo  in  this  century,  lay  the  grim  spectie  of  an  Arotio 
chanoel,  yet  it  w&e  a  fulfilment  of  Verandrye's  dream,  ard 
to  Alexander  MaokenzJe,  a  Canfidiat]  bourgeois,  a  self-made 
man,  aided  by  bia  Scotch  and  Frenoh  associates,  had  come 
the  happy  opportunity  of  diBCOvering  *'  La  Grande  Mer  de 
VOueflt/' 

Alexander  Mackeiisfe,  filled  with  the  sense  of  the  importance 
of  hia  discovery,  detenninecl  to  give  it  to  the  world,  and  spent 
the  winter  itl  Port  Chipewyan  in  preparing  the  material.  In 
this  he  was  much  [isaisted  by  his  oouain,  Boderick  ^oKeozier 
to  whom  he  sent  the  journal  /or  revision  and  Improvement- 
Early  in  the  year  1794,  the  diatingniahed  explorer  left  Late 
AlhabasGi,  journeyed  over  to  Grand  Portage,  and  a  year 
afterward  revisited  his  TUitive  land.  He  never  returned  to 
the  *^  Upper  Coujibr^'/'  as  the  Athabasca  region  was  called, 
but  Iwoftme  one  oE  the  agents  of  the  fur-tracleia  in  Montreal, 
never  ooming  farther  to^-ard  the  North-Wost  than  to  be 
present  at  the  annual  gatherings  of  the  ti'aders  at  Grand 
portage.  The  veteran  explorer  continued  in  this  position  till 
the  time  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  published  hia  well- 
known  "Voyages  from  Montreal,"  dedieated  to  *' His  Most 
Sacred  Majesty  George  the  Third."  The  book,  while  making 
no  pretensions  to  Uttiraiy  attainment*  is  yet  a  clear,  succinct, 
and  valuable  Eiccount  of  the  fur  trade  and  his  ovfq  cxpodi- 
tionsn  It  was  the  work  which  esoited  the  interest  of  Lord 
Selkirk  in  Bupen'a  Land  and  which  has  become  a  recognized 
authoritiy. 

In  1801  this  work  cl  Alexander  Maokenaie  was  publisbedj 
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and  (he  order  of  knighthood  was  conferred  upon  the  flucoessful 
explorer-  On  his  return  to  Canada,  Sir  Alexander  engaged  in 
strong  opposition  to  the  North- West  Company  and  became 
a  member  of  the  Legialative  Assembly  for  Huntingdon  Comity, 
in  Lower  Canada-  He  hved  in  Scotland  daring  the  last  years 
of  his  hfe.  and  died  in  the  same  year  as  the  Earl  of  Selkirk, 
1820.  Thus  passed  away  a  man  of  independent  mind  and  of 
the  highest  distinction.  His  name  is  fixed  upon  a  region  that 
is  now  coming  into  greater  notice  than  ever  before. 


CHAPTEB  XVI. 

THE    GBKAT    EXPLOEATION. 

Oraod  Fortu^  on  Amertc&n  soil — Anxiety  ftbonl  tha  boundainr — 
David  l^ompaoDt  astronomer  and  aurvejor — Hin  inatnictioiiB 
— By  i^vift  oanofl — The  land  oF  beaver — A  dash  to  the  MoudanB 
' — Stone  Tndi&n  House — Fiiee  the  boiiTidat7  at  Pembina — Somrcea 
of  the  MUauwippi^-A  marreUous  explorer — ^Pftcific  Slope  explored 
— Thompson  down  the  Kootenay  and  Columbia— Fiery  Simon 
EYaBer  in  Kew  Caledonia — DiHcoTen  Fraser  River — Stunly  John 
Stnait — Thompson  River — Bourgeoia  Queanel — Ttanacontinental 
expeditions. 

A  TiiTUBER  of  events  conspired  to  mahe  it  neoeesajy  for  the 
North-West  Company  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  location  ol 
its  forts  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
in  some  parts  of  which  it  carried  on  operations  of  trade^  aaid  to 
tmderBtand  its  relation  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  terri- 
tory. The  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  which  ie  nsoally 
oonneoted  with  the  name  of  John  Jay,  1794,  seemed  to  aay  that 
all  British  forts  in  United  States  territory  were  to  be  evacuated 
in  tfWO  years-  This  threw  the  partners  at  Grand  Portage  into 
a  state  of  excitement,  inasmuch  as  they  knew  that  the  very 
place  of  their  gathering  was  on  the  American  side  of  the 
boundary  line. 

DATID   THOMPSON,    ABTBOHOU&B   AKD   SUBTBTOB. 

At  this  juncture  the  fitting  instrument  appeared  at  Grand 
Portage-  This  was  David  Thompson.  This  gentleman  was 
a  Xiondoner,  educated  at  the  Blue  Coat  School,  in  London. 
Trained  thoroughly  in  mathematics  and  the  use  of  astronomical 
ingtrumenta,  he  had  obtained  a  position  in  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company.  In  the  summer  of  1795,  with  three  companions, 
two  of  them  Indians,  be  had  fonnd  his  way  from  Hudson  Bay 
to  Lake  Athabasca,  and  thus  showed  his  capability  afl  an 


THE   GREAT  EXPLORATION 


m 


explorer,  Bctm-ning  from  his  Westcni  expedition,  he  reportred 
to  Mr-  JoEoph  Coloa,  the  officer  ia  charge  at  York  Port,  by 
whofle  orders  he  bad  gone  t(»  Athabs,Bcn,  nnd  erpreaoed  blmself 
as  williag  bo  undertake  Furtbex  explorations  for  tho  Comp&ny. 
The  answer  vrjis  curt— to  the  effiiot  that  no  more  surveys 
could  than  be  undertaken  by  the  Company,  however  doairable* 
Thompson  imm^ately  dcicided  to  9aek  employmeiit  elaewbere 
in  the  work  Tar  ^vhiah  he  waa  so  well  quali£<3d.  Leaving  the 
Bay  and  the  Company  behind,  attended  only  by  two  Indians, 
he  journeyed  inlftnd  and  presented  himself  at  the  aumnner 
meeting  of  the  Noi'th-West  fur-traders  at  Grand  Portage. 
Without  hesitation  they  appointad  him  astronomar  and 
Burroyor  of  the  Noi-th-Wcat  Company. 
Aetronomer  Thompson's  work  waa  well  mapped  out  for  him, 

(1)  He  was  insbmatied  tro  survey  the  forty-mnth  parallel  of 
latitude.  This  mvolvod  a  question  which  had  greatly  per'- 
ploxed  the  diplomatists,  via.  the  position  of  the  source  of  the 
MiasLssippi.  Meny  yes,rs  after  this  date  it  was  b  queatioa 
Id  decide  which  tributary  la  the  source  of  the  MisHJasippi,  and 
to  Ihie  day  there  is  a  difCerencG  of  opinion  on  the  subject, 
i.e.  which  of  the  lakes  from  which  different  bi^ancbes  spriDg  is 
the  true  source  of  the  river.  The  fact  thut  the  souioee  wei-o  & 
taebcr  in  the  settling  of  the  boundary  line  of  this  time  made  it 
ueoeasary  to  have  expert  te^lriLnony  on  the  qnestiou  such  as 
oould  be  furnished  by  a  survey  by  Thompson. 

(2)  The  surveyor  was  to  go  to  the  MiBEOnri  and  visit  the 
anoieDt  villagea  of  the  nativas  who  dwelt  Lhere  and  who 
prftot4BOd  agriculture* 

(3)  In  the  interasts  of  soienee  end  history]  to  inquire  for 
the  fossils  of  large  animals,  and  to  search  for  any  monuments 
that  might  throw  a  light  on  tba  anciant  state  of  the  regions 
Lraveraed. 

(d)  It  was  his  special  duty  to  determine  the  exact  pceition 
oE  the  posts  of  the  North-Wost  Company  visited  by  him,  and 
all  agents  and  employes  were  instnictad  to  i-endec  him  every 
asfiisbaDoe  In  his  work. 

Astronomer  Thompson  only  waited  the  departure  of  cue  of 
til©  Groat  Northern  brigades  tocntarupontho  duties  of  bis  new 
ofQoe.    These  departures  were  the  events  of  the  j-ear,  having 
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in  the  eyaa  of  the  fur-tr&ders  Bomethiag  of  the  nature  ol  ^ 
carayan  for  Mecca  nbout  them.  Often  a  brigade  conaiBlcd  oE 
eight  conooQ  l^on  with  goods  and  weU-m&nned>  The  brigade 
which  Thompson  accompanied  wb,s  niELde  up  of  four  canoes 
under  trader  McGillia,  and  ivaa  reud;  to  start  on  Augu&b  9tb, 
179G.  He  bad  taken  the  obsonation  for  Grand  Portage  and 
found  it  to  be  4S  deg.  (nearly)  N.  latituae  and  69  deg,  3'  4" 
(nearlj)  W_  longitude. 

He  wab  now  ready  \vith  his  instminentB — a  sextant  of  ten 
inches  radiuBi  with  quioksiivcr  and  parallel  glasses,  an  exoeUeut 
Bohromatie  teleecope,  one  of  the  smEJler  kind,  drawing  instru- 
ments, and  a  thcrmomel^r,  and  a.11  th^se  of  the  best  make.  The 
[lOrtage  was  veaiily  trudged  and  in  a  few  daye,  after  %  do£en 
shorter  portages,  the  height  of  land  was  reached  in  49  deg>  K. 
latitude,  &nd  here  begins  the  Sow  of  water  lo  Hudson  Bay. 
It  was  acoordi ugly  the  claim  of  theHudson'H  Bay  Company  that 
their  territory  extended  from  this  point  to  the  Bay.  At  the 
outlet  of  Eftiny  Lake  still  stood  atrading  poet^  whore  Verandrye 
bad  founded  his  fort  and  the  position  of  this  was  determined, 
48  deg.  1'  Q"  N.  latitude.  In  this  locality  was  also  a  post  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

No  post  seeios  at  this  timo  to  buye  been  in  uso  on  Rainy 
River  or  Lake  of  the  Woods  by  aoy  of  the  trading  companies, 
though  it  will  be  asen  that  the  X  7  Company  was  at  this  date 
beginning  its  operations.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Winnipeg 
Bivcr,  however,  there  were  two  establishmenta,  the  one  known 
as  Lato  Winnipeg  Houae,  or  Bas  de  la  Riviere,  an  important 
distributing  point,  now  found  to  be  in  50  deg.  1"  3"  N.  latitude- 
There  was  also  near  by  it  the  Hiidson'e  Bay  Company  poet ^ 
founded  in  the  previous  year, 

Thompson,  being  in  oompany  with  bis  brigade,  which  was 
going  to  the  west  of  Lake  Manitoba,  coasted  along  Lake 
Winnipeg,  finding  it  dangerous  to  cross  directly,  and  after 
taking  this  roundabout,  in  pfaoe  of  the  127  miJes  in  a  straight 
Lne,  reached  what  i^  now  known  as  the  Little  Saakatcbe^van 
Kiver  on  tlie  west  bido  ol  Luke  Winnipeg- 
Going  by  the  little  Saskatchewan  Kivor  Ibrongh  ita  windinga 
and  across  the  meadow  portage,  he  came  to  Lake  Winni- 
pegooeis  and,  northward  along  ita  western  coast,  reached  Swan 
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Biver,  the  trappers'  porEMlisc.  Gwqh  Biver  poat  was  twelve 
miles  up  the  i-iver  from  its  mouth,  and  waa  found  lo  be  ia 
52  deg,  24'  N,  latitude.  Croaaing  over  to  the  ABeiniboine 
-(BboriQ  ludioot)  Elver,  he  visited  Eeveral  posta.  the  moRb  dqd' 
eidemblo  being  Fort  Tremblaot  (Popliw  Fort),  wbicli  some 
think  had  its  name  changed  to  Fort  AloxEUtdrioi  m  honour  of 
3ir  Alexander  Maakenzie^ 

John  McDonnell.  North-Weat  trntler  of  Ihis  period»  aaya  : — 
"Fort  Tremblaotand  tho  temporary  poata  ostablis lied  above 
il  furnished  moat  of  the  beaver  and  otter  m  the  Bed  River 
retaniB,  but  the  trade  has  heen  almost  mined  since  the 
Hudson's  Day  Company  entered  the  Assinihoine  River  by  the 
way  of  Swan  Hiver,  oiwrying  their  merchandise  from  one 
mer  to  the  other  on  horseback^ throo  daye'  journey — who  by 
that  means,  and  the  short  distance  between  Swan  River  and 
thdr  factoiy  at  York  Fort,  from  whence  they  are  equipped,  can 
arrive  at  the  c<f\tdc  de  L'komn\c  (a  river  bend  or  angle]  in  the 
Atfiiniboine  River,  a  month  sooner  than  we  can  return  frona 
Grand  Portiige.  ^cure  the  fall  trade,  give  credits  to  th^ 
Indians,  and  3eud  them  to  hnnt  liefore  our  amval ;  so  that  we 
see  but  few  in  that  quarter  upon  oiir  arrivnL" 

The  chief  trader  of  this  locality  w&e  Cuthberl  Grant,  who, 
as  before  mentioned,  was  a  man  of  great  influenoe  in  the  fur 
trade. 

The  astronomer  nest  went  to  the  Fort  between  the  Swan 
and  Assiniboino  Rivers,  near  the  spot  where  the  famous  Fort 
Pelly  of  the  present  day  is  eitUFtted.  Taking  horses,  a  rapid 
land  journey  waa  mode  to  BelJeau's  Fort,  lying  in  53,  deg-  N, 
latitude  (nearly). 

The  whole  district  is  a  BUecession  of  beaver  meadows,  nud 
had  at  this  time  several  Hudson's  Bay  Company  posts,  ati 
ah'eady  mentioned.  Thompson  decided  to  winter  in  thla 
beaver  country,  and  when  tho  following  eujumer  had  fairly 
set  in  with  good  itiads  and  blossoming  praaries,  he  camej  after 
journeying  more  than  300  railes  eoulhward,  to  the  Qu'Appelle 
Biver  pout,  ^\hich  waa  at  that  lime  und.er  a  trader  named 
Thorbnm.  Thompson  waa  now  fairly  on  the  Asaiaiboino  Kivor, 
and  Baw  il  everywhere  run  through  an  agi'^eable  country  with 
a  good  soil  and  adapted  to  agriculture. 
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Amvod  fit  Aflsiniboine  Hoiiae,  he  found  it  in  charge  of  JirJitr 
McDatinellj  hiotJier  of  the  wdl-known  Milen  McDonnell,  who, 
a  few  years  later,  became  Lord  Selkirk's  first  govenaoL-  on  Bed 
BiY^r.  EneooDomg  bimeelf  m  the  oomfortabla  quarterB  at 
A*siuiboine  Hotiae,  ThompsoD  wrote  ap  in  ink  hh  jonrnula, 
maipn,  rt,^troDomicB.l  ohscrvitticiuB,  !uid  skebchet^  wbluli  be  had 
tftJcen  in  crayon,  Lhua  giving  thorn  more  pormajiQnfc  form.  Ho 
bod  now  bean  in  iho  employ  of  the  North- West  Company  a 
(oil  year,  and  in  that  lirae  had  been  lully  gratified  hy  the  work 
be  had  done  and  by  the  cordiOi]  lecepUon  giveji  him  in  &U  th^ 
lorbB  to  whioh  be  bad  gone^ 

AsBimboinc  House,  or,  aa  he  sailed  it,  Stone  Indian  House, 
WAS  found  to  be  a  congenial  spot.  Tt  was  on  the  north  sule  of 
the  Abfliciiboine  River,  not  far  from  where  the  Souria  Itiver 
empties  its  waters  into  the  largei'  stream,  though  the  site  baa 
been  disputed. 

One  ot  the  A^tronniner'a  clearly  defined  directions  waa  bo- 
visit  the  Mandan  villages  on  the  Missouri  River.  He  was  now 
at  the  pomt  when  thre  could  be  aecomphebodr  although  tho 
time  chosen  by  him,  jiist  as  winter  was  eoming  on,  waa  m03t 
unsuitable.  His  journey  reminds  us  of  Lbat  made  hy  Verandrye 
tc  the  Maodans  in  1738, 

The  joijrney  was  carefully  prepared  for.  With  the  oharac- 
tciistic  ehrewdneea  of  the  North-Weet  Company,  it  waa  m 
planned  as  to  require  little  expenditure-  Thompson  waa  to  b& 
fiiooompanied  chiefly  by  free-traders,  i.e.  by  roen  to  wboiu 
certain  quautibies  cf  ^ode  would  be  advanced  by  the  Company. 
By  the  profits  of  this  trade  exponees  would  be  met.  The  guid© 
and  interpreter  was  Eeni?  Jnssaume  (a  man  of  very  doubtful 
oharauter),  who  had  falleninto  the  ways  of  the  Westenj  Indians. 
He  had  hvod  tor  years  among  the  Mandans,  and  spoke  their 
language.  Another  Eree-ti'aderj  Hugh  McCraoken,  an  Iri^- 
man,  also  knew  the  Manda,n  c^nntr}',  w^hile  several  Freneh 
Ganadicna,  with  BrosBman,  thsastiooomer'sseiTant  mac,  luade 
up  the  compii.ny.  E^tcb  of  the  traders  took  a  ci^dit  from  Ur. 
McDonnell  of  from  forty  to  fifty  skinG  in  goods.  Ammuuition, 
lobftOoo,  and  trinkets,  to  pay  eipenses,  were  provided,  and 
Tliompson  was  supplied  with  two  borses,  and  his  chief  tntder. 
Juasaume,  witb  one.    Th^  men  bad  tbek  own  doge    to  the 
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ntUiDber  of  thirty,  imd  theee  dr^w  goods  on  BmaJl  fileds.  Ci-oas- 
JQg  the  AsBmibome,  the  pEirty  atarted  south- westward,  and 
cootiaiied  their  journey  for  thirty -three  day  a,  with  thft 
thennometer  aJmost  f^lwaya  bolow  zero  and  ratLchicg  at  times 
36  deg,  belown  The  journey  was  a  most  dangerous  and  Irying 
otie  aad  <30vered  2S0  miles,  Tbompacin  found  that  som^ 
HudT^on'ft  Bay  tittdeis  had  alreiuly  ii]ji.de  flying  vbita  to  the 
Maudana.  On  hia  returo,  Thompson's  itioerai-y  was,  from  the 
Missouri  titl  ho  reached  the  aDglo  of  the  Souris  Biver,  aovcnty 
miles,  where  he  found  ahundant  wood  and  shelTier,  find  then 
to  the  south  end  of  Turtle  Mountain,  fourteen  mlle^.  Leaving 
Tortle  MounUm,  his  next  atntioii  wna  twenty-four  miles  difit^nt 
at  a  point  on  the  Sourie  where  an  outpost  of  Aaainiboinc 
Houfie,  known  as  Ash  House,  had  b«en  established.  Another 
journey  of  forty-five  miles  brought  the  eipediticn  back  to  the 
hospitable  shelter  of  Mr.  McnDoimeU  at  Btone  tudian  Housen 
Thompson  now  calcuUted  the  position  of  this  comfortable  forL 
and  found  it  to  be  49  deg,  41'  (nearly)  N.  latitude  and 
101  deg,  V  4"  (nearly)  W.  longitude, 

The  astronomur,  after  spending  a  few  weeks  in  making  up 
his  notes  and  sur\'eyS|  dfitermincd  to  go  eaatw&rd  and  under- 
take the  survey  of  the  Bed  Rirer,  On  Febniary  26tb,  1798. 
he  started  with  three  French  Canadians  and  an  Indian  guide. 
Six  dogs  drew  three  sleda  ladeu  with  baggage  and  pioTisions. 
The  company  soon  reached  the  sand  hills,  thnu  calind  the 
Manitou  Kills,  from  some  supposed  5U]>umaiuraI  agenoy  in 
their  neighbourhood.  SometimeH  on  (heii^tf  and  lit  othar  times 
on  the  DOLth  shore  of  the  Assiniboine  to  avoid  the  bends  of  the 
river,  the  party  went,  expcnoncing  nnuoh  diffioulty  from  the 
depth  of  the  enow-  At  length,  after  joomeying  ten  days  over 
the  distance  of  169  miles,  the  junction  of  the  Assiniboine  and 
Red  Hiver.  at  the  point  where  now  stands  ihe  city  of  Winnipeg^ 
woa  reached-  Thei'O  was  no  trading  post  here  at  the  time. 
It  seems  somewhat  BUipiisiog  that  what  baoame  the  chief 
trading  centre  of  the  ooozpany,  Port  Gan-y,  during  tho  fiist 
half  of  this  century  should,  up  to  the  end  of  the  former 
century,  not  have  been  talcen  possession  of  by  any  of  the  tliree 
competing  fur  eompanies- 

LobiiLf;  no  time,  TJiompson  began,  on  March  7th,  the  survey. 
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(iDcl  going  southward  over  an  unbrokea  trajl.  with  tto  snow 
three  feet  deep,  reacbed  in  seven  days  Pembina.  Poat,  Ihon 
nadtu-  the  chdrge  erf  a  leading  FrGDcli  trader  of  the  cDrnpnn^', 
named  Charles  Chaboilloa,  Wearied  with  a  journey  of  sorao 
sixty-four  miles,  whioh  had,  from  the  bad  road,  taken  kovcii 
dayii,  Thompson  enjoyed  the  kind  ehelt^r  of  Pembina  Hoiit^L' 
for  BIX  days.  This  bouaewaa  near  the  forty-nintb  parallel  and 
Tvas  one  of  the  eapecial  points  he  hiict  been  appointed  to  deter- 
ntine.  He  found  Pembina  House  to  be  in  latitude  48  deg. 
5B'  24"  N,,  GO  that  it  wuti  by  a  very  short  tliatitnce  on  the 
Aouth  aide  of  the  boundary  IJue,  Thompson  marked  the 
boundary,  so  that  the  trading  post  might  be  removed,  when 
necessary,  to  the  north  eide  of  the  line.  A  few  years  later,  the 
oljttervatioTj  taken  by  Thompson  was  oonfirined  by  Major  Long 
on  bis  expedition  of  1623,  but  the  final  settlement  of  where  the 
line  falle  was  not  mude  till  the  time  of  the  boundary  com- 
mission of  1872, 

Fuehlng  aouthward  in  March,  the  astronomer  a&oended  Red 
Eivcr  to  the  trading  post  known  le  Upper  Red  River,  near 
where  the  lown  of  Grand  Forks,  North  Dakota*  etonds  to-day. 
Here  he  fonnd  J.  Baptiste  Cadot,  prf>bably  the  son  of  the 
veteran  master  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  who  so  long  clung  to  the 
fiug  of  the  Golden  Lihes. 

Thompson  now  determined  to  Gurvey  what  had  been  an 
object  of  mueli  interest,  Lhe  lake  w^hicb  was  the  source  of 
the  gieat  lUver  Mississippi,  To  do  this  had  been  laid  upon 
him  in  his  instructiooB  from  the  North- West  Gomp&ny* 
Making  a  detour  from  Grand  Forks,  in  order  to  avoid  the  iee 
on  the  Bed  Lake  River,  he  stmck  the  upper  waters  of  that 
nvar,  aud  followed  the  banks  until  he  reached  Reil  Lake  in 
what  ia  now  North-Eastem  Mianesota.  Leaving  this  EakOt  he 
made  a  portage  of  six  miles  to  Turtle  Lake,  and  four  days  later 
reached  the  point  cootiidered  by  him  to  be  the  soui'ce  of  the 
Mississippi.  Turtle  Lake,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  17B3, 
was  supposed  to  be  further  north  than  the  north-west  angle  of 
the  Lake  of  iho  Woods,  This  arose,  Thompson  tells  us,  from 
the  voyagBurB  counting  a  pipe  to  a  league,  at  the  end  of  which 
timf4  it  was  the  Fur-traders'  custom  lo  take  a  rest^  Kaeh  pipe, 
that  is,  the  length  of  lime  taken  ;o  smoke  a  f  ipe,  however,  was 
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ote^BT  two  miloB  than  tbiee,  so  that  tbe  hood  watere  of  the 
Miansaippi  liad  b«eu  counted  128  milee  further  nortb  than 
TfacinpeOD  found  tbem  to  be.  It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  Ibat 
the  Aatronomer  ThoDipaon  was  wrong  ir  making  TnrllQ  Luke 
the  source  of  the  MisaiB&ippi-  The  accredited  source  of  the 
MiB&Usippi  waa  discovered,  aa  we  sWJ  ufterwftrda  Bee,  in  July. 
1832,  to  be  Lake  Itasca,  wbicb  lies  about  half  a  degree  soutb- 
west  of  Turtle  Lahe^ 

Tbompaoo  next  visited  Red  Gwlar  Lake,  in  the  direction  ol 
Lake  Superior.  Here  ho  foLind  &  North-Weet  trading  bouse, 
Upper  Red  Cedar  Houec,  under  tbe  command  of  &  partner. 
Jobn  Sayer,  whose  half-blood  son  afterward  figured  in  Rod 
Biver  history-  He  found  that  Sayer  and  hia  men  passed  the 
wiDter  on  wild  rice  and  maple  sugar  as  their  only  food- 
Crossing  over  to  Sand  Late  River,  Mr.  Thompson  found  a 
flm&II  poBti  of  ihe  Ncrth-Wc^iit  Company,  and,  di^seendiug  this 
etream,  ctuue  to  Sand  Lake.  By  portage,  reaching  a  smrtll 
stream,  a  tributary  of  St*  Lonia  Kiver,  he  aoon  arrived  at 
that  river  itself,  with  hs  rapidg  and  dalles,  and  at  length 
reached  the  Nort!i-Weat  trading  poet  near  tbe  mouth  of  the 
river,  where  it  joined  tbe  Pond  du  Lao- 
Having  eomo  to  Lake  Superior,  tbe  party  could  only  obtain 
a  dilapidated  northern  canoe,  but  with  care  it  brought  ibemT 
ftfter  making  an  enoi^mous  circuit  and  accompliEbing  feats 
involving  great  daring  and  auprcme  hardship,  along  the  north 
ahorc  of  the  lake  to  Grand  Portage.  On  hearing  bie  report 
of  two  years'  work,  the  partners,  at  the  annual  meeting  at 
Grand  Portage,  found  they  bad  made  no  mistake  in  thfilr 
jippointmen^  and  gave  him  tbe  highest  praise, 

The  time  had  now  oome,  after  tbe  union  of  the  North-Weat 
Company  and  the  X  Y  Company,  for  pushing  ahead  the  great 
work  in  their  hands  and  exauuiung  the  vast  country  across  (ha 
Kocky  Mountains.  The  United  Company  in  18G5  naturally 
took  up  what  hod  been  planned  several  years  before,  and  sent 
David  Tbompaon  up  ths Saskatchewan  to  evplore  the  Columhla 
Biver  and  examine  the  vast  "  sea  of  ciouutainB  "  bordering  on 
the  Paci£o  Ocean.  The  other  partner  obosen  u'aa  Simon 
rraflw,  and  hva  ordora  were  to  go  up  tha  Peace  River,  croaa 
tbe  BockidSr  iu)d  explore  the  region  fi'om  its  noithera  aide. 
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Wo  sboll  see  bow  woli  Fraser  did  his  ptu't.  and  meanwhile  we 
may  follow  TbompsoTi  in  hia  joumey. 

Tn  IdOG,  WQ  &ud  th&t  he  craaaed  Lbe  Hookies  and  built  in  the 
following  )'0tLr  a  tradiag-houac  for  tho  North^Wast  GoojpLLny 
on  the  Liowor  Columbia.  Thompson  colled  his  trftdio'^  poat 
Kootenay  Rouse,  and  irdeed  his  persistent  nne  of  the  term 
"  Koobsnoiy  "  tatber  than  "  Coluajbia.,"  which  be  well  kutiw 
wa3  the  name  of  the  river,  ig  somewhat  remarkable,  Ooming 
over  the  pass  during  the  eumraer,  he  returned  to  Kootenay 
HouBe  and  wintered  there  in  1807-1808,  During  the  summer 
of  IrtOB,  he  viAited  possibly  Grand  Portage,  cei"tainly  Port 
Vermilion.  Port  Vermilion,  a  abort  distanco  above  the  present 
Fort  Pitt,  waa  well  down  the  north  branch  of  tbe  SaskatohB^ 
wan  Biver,  arrd  on  bis  waiy  to  it,  Thompson  would  pass  Forli 
Augustus,  ashort  diatanoe  below  where  Edmonton  now  stands, 
as  well  as  Fort  Goorgen 

Be  left  Fort  Verrnilioa  in  September,  and  by  Ootoher  21st, 
the  Saskatchewnn  beicig  froaen  over,  he  laid  up  canoea  for  the 
winter,  and  takicg  horses,  crossed  the  Rocky  Mountains,  took 
t3  canoes  on  the  Columbia  Kiver  aga,in,  and  on  Novembor  lOth 
arrived  ct  bis  fort  ol  Kootenay  HousCj  where  he  wintered. 
On  Ibis  jnurnej",  Tboini>Bon  discovei-ed  Howae's  PasSp  whioh 
is  about  52  deg.  N.  latitude. 

Iti  iBOy.  Thompson  determined  on  extending  biaejtploratioas 
southward  on  the  Columbia  Riveiv  A  short  distance  sonch  of 
the  intematiorial  boundiLiy  line,  he  built  a  post  in  September  of 
that  year.  He  seems  to  have  spent  the  winter  of  this  year  in 
Irj'ing  new  routes,  some  of  which  he  found  impracticablej  and 
oui  hardly  be  Biiid  to  hitve  wintered  at  any  particular  spot. 
In  his  pilgrimage,  he  went  up  the  Kootenay  River,  whioh  lia 
called  McGillivray's  River,  in  honour  of  the  famous  partner, 
but  the  name  has  not  boon  retained.  Hastening  to  his  post  of 
Kootenay  House,  he  rented  a  day,  and  ti-avelling  by  means  of 
oanoes  and  horaes,  In  great  speed  come  eastward  and  reached 
Fort  Augustus,  eight  daya  out  from  Kootenay,  June  SSnd,  IBIO. 
frojn  this  point  he  went  eastward,  at  leaet  ae  far  as  Eolny 
Lake,  leaving  his  "  little  family"  with  his  aister-in-law,  a  Cree 
womaUn  at  Winnipeg  Itiver  House. 

Robuming,  he  sliirted  on  October  10th,  1810,  for  Athabasca. 
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He  discovered  the  AtliuLaaca,  Fftss  on  the  "diTlde,"  and 
on  July  3td,  1311,  aUrteil  to  closcctid  the  Columbia,  and 
did  sOf  the  first  while  manj  as  far  as  Lewis  River,  from 
^'bicb  point  Lewis  and  Cl&rk  in  1805,  having  come  over 
the  Bocky  Afauntoirtfi,  h&d  preceded  him  to  the  sea.  Neai- 
the  junction  of  the  Bpokano  lUver  with  the  Columbin,  he 
elected  a  pole  and  tied  lo  it  a  half-sheet  of  paper,  cloimiTig 
the  country  north  of  the  forks  aa British  territory.  This  notice 
was  Been  by  a  □umbei'  of  the  Aator  employes,  for  Hoes  sbabea 
that  ho  obeerved  it  in  Au^st,  with  a  British  flag  flying  upon 
it,  Thompson's  nuituQ  among  the  Indiana  of  the  coo^bl  wuh 
"Koo-Koo-Sui&," 

I^8s  Cox  states  thi^i  "in  tho  mootfa  of  July,  1811,  Mr^ 
David  Thompson,  Astronomer  to  the  North-Wcat  Compiny,  of 
which  be  was  also  a  proprietor,  arrived  with  nine  men  in  a 
cauoe  at  Afitoria  from  the  Interior,  This  gentleman  cane  on 
n  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  ColumLia,  preparatory  to  the 
North-Weet  Compuny  forming  a  settlement  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  He  remained  at  AstoHa  tmti]  the  latter  end  of  July, 
when  he  took  hta  departure  for  the  itibarior." 

Thompaon  was  thus  disappointed  on  findmg  the  AraGrican 
company  installed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  before  him, 
but  be  re-ascended  the  river  and  founded  two  forts  on  ite  banks 
at  advantageous  ^>oiiils, 

Tliompaon  left  the  western  country  with  hia  Indian  wifd 
&nd  ohildren  booq  after  this,  and  in  Eastern  Canada  in 
J813-13,  prepared  a  grand  map  of  the  country,  which 
adorned  for  a  number  of  years  the  banqueting- room  of  the 
bourgeois  at  Fort  William  and  U  now  in  the  Goveminenti 
buildings  at  Toronto. 

In  1814  he  definitely  left  the  upper  oouniryj  and  was 
employed  by  tbt^  Imperial  Government  in  surveying  a  part  of 
the  boundary  lino  of  the  United  States  and  Oonadat  He  also 
surveyed  the  watercourses  between  the  Ottawa  River  and 
Geoi'i^an  Bay,  He  Jived  far  years  at  the  River  Raisin,  near 
WilliamHtown.  in  Upper  Ciinada,  aod  was  very  poor.     At  the 

;&t   ago  of  eighty-seveu,  he  died  at  Loogueil.     He  was  not' 

>preoiated  oa  he  descried.  His  energy,  Bciaotific  know- 
ladlge,  ejrperience,  and  successful  work  for  the  CompEiny  for 
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eixteen  years  moke  him  one  cf  the  most  notable  men  of  the 
period, 

BIMO?r    FHASBR,    FtJR-TRAOES    ANI>    EICFLORBK. 

As  we  have  seen,  the  entrance  bj'  the  northern  acceBS  to  the 
Paot&o  slope  W&3  condded  to  Simon  Fri^aer,  aod  v^e  may  well| 
after  ooneidering  the  exploits  of  David  Thompson^  refer  to  those 
oE  hla  colleague  in  the  service. 

Simon  FrikBor,  cno  <A  the  moflb  drLiing  of  the  fur'troderSi  ^vils 
the  9oa  of  cl  Scottish  U.E,  LoyahBt,'  who  waa  captured  by  the 
Amoiicane  at  Burgoyn&'a  soirender  and  who  died  ir  prison. 
Tlie  widowed  mother  book  her  infftnt  boy  to  Canada,  Hnd  lived 
near  Cornwall,  After  going  to  school,  the  boy,  who  was  of 
the  Bomun  Catholic  Eailh,  entered  the  North-Wast  Company  at 
the  age  of  siEteen  as  a  clerk,  and  early  became  n  bourgeois  of 
the  Company.  His  admiDlaLrative  ahitity  led  to  his  heicig 
appointed  agent  at  Grand  Portage  in  1797,  A  few  yeara 
atlerwarde,  Eraser  was  sent  to  the  Athabasca  region,  which 
waa  at  that  time  the  point  aimed  at  by  the  ainhrtionn  and 
determined  young  Nor* -Westers.  By  way  of  Peace  River,  be 
Undertook  to  make  hia  jouiiiGy  to  tbo  west  aide  of  tho  Bocky 
Moantainfi-  Leaving  the  bulk  of  his  command  at  the  Rooky 
Movmtain  portage,  he  puahed  on  with  six  men,  and  reaehing 
the  height  of  laud,  crossed  to  the  lake,  which  he  called 
MoLcod'B,  in  honour  of  hia  prominent  partner,  Archibald 
Norman  McLeod.  Stationing  three  men  at  this  point,  Frnaor 
returned  bo  his  command  and  wintered  there. 

Id  the  spring  of  1806  he  passed  through  the  mountains,  Opud 

came  upon  a  river,  which  ho  called  Stuart  River.    John  Btuart, 

who  was  at  that  time  a  olerkj  waa  for  thu'ty  years  aflorwarde 

identilied  with  the  for  trade.    Stuart  Lake,  in  British  Columbia, 

was  also  called  after  him,     Oo  the  Stuart  River,  Fraser  built  a 

post,    whiohr    Ln   honour   of   his    fatherland,   to    called   New 

Caledonia,  and  this  probably  led  to  this  great  region  on  the 

west  of  the  mountams  being   called   New  Caledonia.     Stuart 

was  loft  in  charge  of  this  post,  and  Praaer  went  weat   to  a 

lakCr  which  since  that  time  has  bean  called  Frasor  Lake.     Ho 

returned  to  winter  at  the  new  foi't. 

^  The  Unit^  Empire  LoyaltBts  w^re  tboB«  British  pattioU  vhi> 
left  the  United  Status  nft^r  the  Revolution 
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Ftna^jr'fi  dispoeition  to  osploro  and  hia  suoooss  thus  fai'  led 
the  Company  to  urge  theii-  coiifi-are  to  puah  oa  and  descend 
the  great  River  Tacoueha  Tease,  dowu  which  Ale^tfindor 
Maokenzie  IieuI  gone  For  some  distance,  a-nd  wliich  yioA 
supposed  to  bo  the  ColutQbia,  It  tcjls  this  expedition  which 
created  Frjiasrs  fama.  Tlie  ordei3  bo  advaiicQ  had  been 
brought  to  him  in  two  carQoca  hj  two  (raiders,  Jules  Maurice 
Quesnel  and  (Hugh)  Parioa. 

LonTing  behind  Fariea  with  two  mon  in  tho  now  fort,  Fraeer, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Neohaco  or  Stuait  River,  where  aftei-wavd 
alood  Fort  George,  gathered  hia  expedition,  and  was  ready  to 
depart  on  his  greet,  wo  may  woU  oall  it  terridc,  voyage,  down 
the  river  which  emca  that  time  has  borne  hig  name.  His 
company  consisted  q\  Sluart,  Quesnel,  nineteen  voyagaurs^  und 
two  Indians,  in  four  can06S>  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  John 
Stuart,  who  waa  Froaor's  lioutoniLnt,  waa  in  many  ways  iho 
real  leader  of  the  expedition.  Having  been  educated  \i\ 
engineeriiig,  Stuai't,  by  his  scientiQc  knowledge,  was  indjsp^n- 
uble  to  the  exploring  party- 

On  May  22ni  a  start  was  mado  ti'om  the  forka.  Wo 
have  in  Masson'a  ^rat  volume  preserved  to  ua  Simon  R-aaers 
journji)  of  tliia  remarkable  voyugfl,  starting  from  thti  Bockieft 
down  the  riverK  The  keynote  to  the  whole  expedition  is  givea 
us  in  tho  seventh  line  of  tho  journal-  "  Having  proceeded 
about  eighteen  milea,  we  came  to  e.  strong  rfipid  whieh  wo  rfl.n 
down,  nearly  wrecking  one  of  our  canoes  gainst  a  preoipiee 
which  forms  the  right  bank  of  the  river."  A  sticceasion  of 
rapida,  overhung  by  onormous  hoighta  of  perpendicular  rocks, 
made  it  almost  as  difficult  to  portage  as  it  would  have  been  to 
risk  tlie  passage  of  the  canoes  and  tbeir  loads  down  the  boiling 
cftaldroa  of  the  rivor, 

Nothing  ean  ec^uol  the  interest  of  hearing  in  the  explorer's 
own  words  an  incidont  or  two  of  the  journey.  On  the  first 
Wednesday  of  June  lie  wiiiea  ;  "  Leaving  Mr.  Stnitrt  and  two 
men  at  tho  lower  end  of  the  rapid  in  order  to  watch  the 
molione  of  the  nittivea,  I  returned  with  the  other  four  men  to 
the  camp.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  ordered  the  five  men 
out  of  the  crews  into  a  C!],aoe  lightly  lofided,  auci  the  canoe  was 
la  ft  moment  under  way.    After  paasing  the  fij:st  cuecode  she 
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loGt  her  ooiirse  a^nd  wa,fi  drawn  into  the  eddy,  whirled  about  for 
a  oonBider&ble  time,  gErcmiri^ly  in  suspense  whether  to  sink  or 
swim,  (be  mea  having  no  power  over  her.  However,  she  took 
6  f^vourtkblQ  turn,  aad  by  dcgrcea  wa^  led  ham  this  dangerous 
Tortex  ftg&in  iato  Lbe  stream,  !□  this  manner  she  ct>ntli3iiGd, 
flying  from  one  danger  to  unother,  untrl  the  last  cascade  but 
ijne,  -where  in  spite  of  every  eflcrt»  the  whiilpw>lB  forced  her 
Against  a  low  projocting  rock.  Upon  this  the  men  dobai^ked, 
saved  theu-  own  lives,  E^nd  ooutinu&d  to  aa.ve  the  property,  but 
the  gre^blf&t  didtoulty  was  still  ahead,  and  tn  riontinue  by  -^ater 
would  be  the  way  to  oertain  deEtrucbion. 

"  During  this  dietreBsing  acone,  we  were  on  the  shore  looking 
on  and  anxiously  oonoerned;  seeing  our  poor  fsOows  once 
more  s&fu  afforded  ue  as  much  ^uiti^racliOD  as  to  them^elve^. 
and  we  hastened  k>  their  assistance;  but  their  situation 
rciid&rod  our  approach  ponlous  nnd  difficult.  The  b&ck  wft9 
exceedingly  high  and  stoep,  and  we  had  to  plunge  om*  daggers 
at  intervals  into  the  gi^und  to  check  our  speed,  as  otbenvise 
we  wero  expoaed  to  ehde  into  the  nver.  Wo  cut  steps  in  the 
dfiolivity,  fastoaod  a  line  to  the  front  of  tho  oanoe,  with  whiob 
some  of  the  men  ascended  in  order  to  haul  It  up,  while  the 
others  Hupported  lb  upon  their  arms.  Tn  thiw  manner  pur 
Bituation  was  most  precarious ;  our  lives  hung,  as  it  wore,  upou 
a  thread,  as  the  failure  of  the  lino,  or  a  false  step  of  one  of  the 
men,  mfght  hiive  hurled  the  whole  of  us  into  eternity.  How- 
ever, we  fortunately  cleared  the  lumk  before  dark." 

Every  day  brought  its  dangers,  and  the  progress  was  very 
elow.  Fmding  the  uavigattou  impoasibleT  on  the  26th  FrasDr 
eaye :  "  A.^  for  the  road  by  land,  we  conld  scarcely  make  our 
way  with  even  only  our  guus.  I  have  been  for  a  long  poriod 
among  the  Rooky  Mountains,  but  have  never  seen  onythijig 
like  Ihie  country.  It  ia  eo  wild  that  I  cannot  find  worda  bo 
describe  our  situation  at  times.  We  had  to  pnss  where  HO 
Lumaa  being  should  venture  ]  yet  in  those  places  there  Is  n 
regular  footpath  impreeeed,  or  i-ather  indented  upon  the  very 
rocka  by  frequent  travelling.  Besides  this,  steps  which  are 
formed  like  a  ladder  by  poles  haugiui^  to  one  another,  crossed 
at  certs^  ili&tances  with  twigs,  the  whole  auapended  frorn  the 
lop,  furnish  a  safe  and  convenient  pEtssage  to  the  native?  down 
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Hifflfi  precipicas ;  but  we.  who  had  nob  hivd  thd  advantago  of 
tLeir  educulioci  ruid  e?iperience,  weio  often  in  immineDt  danger, 
when  obliged  to  follow  tiieir  eKamplsp" 

On  tha  right,  aa  tbis  party  proceeded  along  the  river,  a 
considerable  stream  emptied  in,  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
Shaw'a  River,  from  ono  oJ  the  principal  wintering  partners. 

801116  diatauae  down,  a  great  river  poured  in  from  the  left, 
making  notable  forks.  Thinking  ihat  likely  tiiG  other  expedi- 
tion by  way  of  the  SaakEiLehewan  might  be  on  the  upper  waters 
of  that  river  at  the  very  time,  they  oalkd  it  Thompson  River, 
after  the  worthy  aatronomer,  and  it  haa  retained  the  name 
ever  since. 

But  iti  would  be  a  miEtoke  to  think  that  the  difl^cultiies  were 
passed  when  the  forks  of  the  Thonipsou  River  were  left  liehind- 
TravoUors  oa  tho  Canadian  FaoiGc  Railway  of  to-day  will 
remember  the  gre^t  gorge  of  the  Fraeer^  and  how  the  railway 
going  at  dizzy  heights,  and  on  strong  overhanging  ledges  of 
rock,  Htill  Qtlfl  the  heart  with  fear. 

On  July  2nd  the  party  rciushed  aa  arm  of  the  seEi  and 
Sftw  the  tide  ebbing  and  flowing,  ehowing  them  thoy  wore 
near  the  ocean.  They,  however,  found  the  Indians  at  this  part 
very  troublesome.  Praser  was  compelled  to  follow  tha  native 
CUfltOiE,  "and  pretended  to  be  in  a  violent  passion,  apoke  loud, 
with  vehetnenc  gestures,  exaotly  in  their  own  way,  and  thuQ 
peaoe  and  trangniihty  were  instantly  restored.** 

The  explorer  was,  however,  greatly  diB&ppointed  that  he 
had  been  prevented  by  the  tutbulonco  of  the  natives  from 
going  down  the  &rm  of  the  flea  and  locking  out  upon  the 
Paoific  Ocean,  He  wished  t-o  take  ohservatiorB  on  the  sea- 
co^(>  However,  ha  got  the  Ubitude,  and  knowing  that  the 
Columbia  ia  Jo  dop.  W  N„  ho  was  able  to  declare  that  the 
river  he  had  followed  was  uot  the  Columbia.  Kow  diihoult  it 
is  lo  distingiuHh  small  from  great  aotiona  !  Here  was  a  man 
making  fame  for  all  time,  and  the  idea  of  the  greatneas  of  his 
work  had  not  dawned  upon  him. 

A  short  delay,  and  (he  party  turned  aorthwaJNJ  oil  July  4th, 
and  with  many  hardships  made  their  way  up  the  river.  On 
their  ascent  few  tbioga  of  note  happened,  the  only  notable 
event  being  the  iooognition  of  tbc  fiuno  oE  the  cecond  bom'geoia, 
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Juke  Qneenel,  by  giving  his  □B.me  to  a  river  Sowing  into  tha 
Froaer  River  from  the  enat.  TLc  name  is  still  retained,  acd  is 
ftJao  given  Qo  the  lake  ^hiclj  marks  bhe  ettlaJ^gement  of  (he 
river.  On  August  6th,  the  party  rejoined  I*Wies  aod  his  men 
in  the  fort  on  Btnart  Lake.  The  deecenl  occupied  fortj-two 
days,  and*  oa  explorers  have  often  foimd  in  such  rivers  as  the 
Praser,  the  ascent  took  le&a  time  than  the  descent.  In  this 
d4Be,  thoir  upward  journey  avels  but  of  thirty-three  days- 

Fraser  returned  to  the  ea^t  in  tba  next  y&aj-  &nd  is  found  in 
1811  in  charge  of  the  Red  River  district,  two  years  afterward 
in  comnuind  on  the  Mackenzie  River,  and  at  Fort  William  en 
Lake  Superior  in  1816,  when  the  Fort  wa*  taken  by  Lord 
Selkirk .  Aft4>f  retiring,  he  lived  at  St-  Andt-ew'son  the  Ottawa, 
and  died  at  the  advanced  agn  of  eighty-six,  having  beec  known 
a^  one  of  the  nioBt  noted  and  cnorRetio  fur-tradera  in  the  bislorY 
of  the  companies. 

Thus  we  have  seen  the  wfiy  in  whieh  these  two  kings  of 
adventure— Fraaer  and  Thompson — a  few  years  after  Sir 
Aloxandtur  Mackenzie,  eucceodod  amtd  extraordinary'  hardshlpa 
IT  croaeing  to  the  Weatera  Sea.  The  record  of  the  five  trans- 
continental  eiipeditions  of  these  early  timea  (a  as  follows : — 

(1)  Aleicander  Mackenzie,  by  the  Tacouche  Tease  and 
BellaoooJft  River,  1793, 

(2)  Lewis  and  Clark,  the  Ajneriean  explorers,  by  the 
Columbia  River*  1605- 

(3)  Simon  Praner  by  the  river  that  beara  his  name,  fonnerlr 
the  Toooucho  Tosbo^  1808, 

(4)  David  Thompson,  by  the  ColumiHa  Hiver,  1611- 

(5)  The  overltind  part)'  of  Aatorians,  bj-  the  Columbia,  1811, 
These  eKpeditione  shed  a  flood  of  glory  on  the  Anglo-Saxon 

name  and  fame. 


CHAPTER  XVn, 

THE    X    Y    COMPANY. 

"  Le  M^trij [UK  "  Simon  McTavi^h  unpujjiiW — AleicuiiilHr  MncheQEiB, 
hi»  livai — Enormuua  ftcLivity  of  tlju  "  P<ilIios  " — Why  trilled  S  Y 
— FivB  riTftl  pcieta  at  Souria — Sir  AloxundiT,  tLt»  siltut  [iiir^imr— 
Old  Lion  \tl  Montfeol  rouaed — **  Pi>flt<  of  the  Kin^  *' — SclnH)Uer 
eent  to  HuttauTi  Bay — Nox'-WestufH  mtiut  two  pofiLa  nn  HikIsdti 
Bay— SupreiuH  [oily — Olil  oiid  pew  Nor'-Westure  iuiiLh— IJat 
of  partncto. 

Foil  some  years  the  Montreal  fur  oompttniea,  in  their  com- 
bioations  and  readjustmentef  h^td  all  tho  variety  of  tbe  kaieido- 
3Q0pe.  A^^reements  were  made  for  a  tenn  of  yeftrs,  and  when 
bbeae  hiui  BXpirad  new  leagnes  were  formed,  and  in  every  case 
ditiaatis6eU  membera  went  ii^to  opposition  and  kept  up  tbe  heat 
and  oompetilion  without  which  it  ig  probablo  the  fur  trade 
would  have  lost,  to  those  ecg&gdd  in  it,  many  of  ita  chfU'nifi. 

In  179^  several  pE^rbnera  had  retired  from  the  North- Weeb 
CoiDpa&y  and  thrown  in  thoir  lot  with  the  famoua  firm   that 
we  have  soea  waa  always  inclined  to  follow  iia  own  course — 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Richardson  and  Co.     For  a  number  of  years 
this  independent  Montreal  lirm  had  mairLtained  a  trad*?   In   the 
djatricts  about  Lake  Superior.    The  can&e  of  this  disruption 
in  Ihe  Cornpany  waa  the  uDpopularity,  among  the   wintering 
purtners  especially,  of  tha  strong-willed  tvnd  domineenng  chief 
in  MoctrMtl — Saetiou  McTavish.     One  Eel  of  boni'geoia  spoke  of 
him  derisively  as  "  Le  Premier,"  while  others  with  mock  defer- 
ence called  him  '^Le  Marquis."      Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie 
had  beeci    himself  a  partner,   bad  resided  In   the  Far   West, 
and  he  was  regarded  hy  all  the  tra.derQ  in  the  "  upper  couatry  " 
M  their  friend  aiid  advocate.      Although  the  discontoot  wa^ 
very  great  when  the  secession  took  pliioe,  yet  the  mere  bond 
of  self -interest  kepi  many  within  tbe  old  Company.    Alexander 
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Mackonsio  most  UDwilUiigly  oonscnted  to  nMnain  in  tho  old 
Coinpnnyt  but  only  for  three  ye4tra,  reaerving  to  buDHelf  the 
right  to  retire  &t  Ibe  ejiil  of  tbnt  Lime. 

No[iTCiLhsla.Ddin^  IbbLr  disappomtmeEili,  and  poBsibly  huoyed 
■Qp  witb  the  hope  of  having  the  assistance  of  their  former 
Iri«^Dd  a.t  a.  tutor  poi'iod,  tbe  membors  of  tho  £  y  Compatiy  girt 
tbtmselves  abont  for  the  new  enl^rpHse  m  tbe  neict  year,  ao 
lhu.1  Lhe  usual  date  of  this  Company  ia  from  tbe  ye&r  1795. 
Whether  it  %v4a  the  circumBtaiUce  of  its  origination  iu  disUke  of 
"  Le  Premier,"  or  whether  the  partners  felt  the  need  of  ^eator 
activity  on  account  of  their  baling  we^er,  it  must  be  coofeflsed 
that  a  new  era  now  c&me  to  the  fur  trade,  and  tbe  oppoeibion 
was  carried  on  with  n  wiirmth  n^uoh  greater  than  bad  ever 
been  koown  among  the  old  compartieG,  A  caeual  obscrror  can 
hardly  h^lp  feeling  thab  while  not  a  member  of  tbe  new 
Company  at  this  datti,  Alexander  Ma[:kenziQ  was  probably  lis 
active  promoter  behind  tbe  scenes. 

The   new  opposition  developed  without  deliiy.     Striking  itt 
&I1  the  Hahent  poinLfl,  the  new  Company  la  1797   erected  its 
trading  house  at  Gra-nd  Portage*  somewhat  more  than  half  a 
caile   from    the  Korth-Wost   trading  house  and  on  tbe  other 
eide  cf  the  smulL  stream  that  there  faX\%  into  the  Bay.     A  fow 
yaarfl    after,    when     the    North- West    Company    moved     to 
Kami msti quia,  the  X  Y  flIso  erected  a  building  within  a  mile  o[ 
the  new  fort.      The  new  Company  was  at  some   time  in  its 
history  known  as  the  Now  North-West  Company,  but  was 
more  commonly  called  the  X  Y  Company.     The  ori^n  of  this 
name  ie  accounted  for  as  follows.  *  On   ibe  bales  w 
mode  up  for  tiunsport,  it  was  tbe  custom  to  mark  tbe  Norths 
Company's  imtioIsN-W.     WhentLouew  Company,  whioh  was     J 
&n  offshoot  of  tbe  old,  wiftbed  to  mark  then'  bibles,  they  aimply  / 
employed  the  next  letterH  of  the  alphabet,  X  Y.      They  are^ 
accordingly  not  coutraotionB.  and  should  not  be  writiten  as  such. 
It  was  tbe  habit  of  members  of  the  older  Company  to  expross 
their  oooCempt  for  the  seceasioniflts  hy  calling  them  the  "  liittle 
Company  "  or  "  tihe  Llbbie  Society."     Li  tbe  Athabasoa  oonntiy 
tbe  roheliiouB  trEidora  were  oallod  by  their  opponente  '*  Potties," 
probably  a  comip lion  oi  '*  Les  Petitg,"  mooning  membore  of 
"La  Pttile  Compagnie."     When    these    mtmea   were    used 
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by  the  French  CatiftcUan  vojageura,  the  X  Y  Coropacy  wna 
rof erred  to. 

However  disrespoclfiilly  they  ms.y  have  been  addresaefi,  the 
traders  of  the  new  Compniiy  caused  great  anxiety  both  lo  bhe 
North-Wesfe  Company  and  to  the  HudHon'e  Bay  Company, 
though  tbcy  I'Qgardcd  themaolvea  chiotiy  us  rirale  of  tba 
former.  Pushing  out  into  th©  country  nearest  their  base  of 
supplit^s  on  Lake  Superior,  they  Look  hold  of  the  Bed  Biver 
nud  j\agiaibQine  region,  as  well  as  of  tho  Kcd  Lake  country 
[aiTuedifltely  south  of  and  connected  with  ic.  The  point  where 
th6  Souris  empties  into  the  Aasinibotne  was  occupied  iu  the 
3am©  year  (1798)  by  the  X  Y  Company,  It  hod  been  Ot 
favourite  resort  for  all  classee  of  fni'- traders,  there  haring  been 
no  less  than  five  opposing  trading  honses  at  thia  point  four 
years  before.  No  doubt  the  presence  of  the  free-trokding 
olement  Guoh  as  McGrackGn  and  JusBaumo,  whom  we  find  iti 
the  Bonrie  region  thus  early,  mada  it  easier  for  sraallet-  con- 
cerns to  carry  on  a  kind  of  bueinesa  in  which  the  great 
North- West  Company  would  not  care  to  l)e  engaged. 

Meanwhile  diBaension  prevailed  in  the  North -West  Company. 
The  smouldering  feeling  of  dislike  between  "  Le  Marquig  "  and 
Alexander  Mackenzie  and  the  other  fur-trading  magnatet^  broke 
out  into  a  flame.  As  ex-Govemor  Masaon  aays '.  "  These  three 
years  were  an  unintcmipted  euccos^ion  of  ti'oublcs,  differences, 
and  misunderetandingB  between  these  two  opposing  leadera/' 
At  the  great  gathering  at  the  Grand  Portage  in  1799,  Alex- 
ander Mackeniae  warned  the  partners  Chat  he  was  about  to 
quit  the  Company,  and  thgu^h  the  winterers  hedged  him  not 
to  oai-ry  out  his  threat,  yet  he  remained  inesorable.  The  dis- 
ousaion  reported  to  Mr.  McTavi^h  was  very  displeasing  to  liim, 
and  in  the  following  year  his  usual  letter  to  the  gathering 
writteci  fi-ona  Montreal  was  curt  and  showed  much  fooling,  he 
SEtying,  "  I  fael  hurt  at  the  distrust  abd  want  of  con^dence  that 
appeared  throughoui  nil  yoitr  deliberations  last  season." 

Alexander  Mackenzie,  immediately  after  the  scene  at  Grand 
Portage,  crossed  over  to  England,  pubhshed  his  *'  Voyagea," 
and  received  his  tiUe.  He  then  returned  in  1801  to  Canada. 
Flushed  with  Ihe  thought  of  his  successes,  he  threw  him^lf 
with  great  energy  mto  the  nffairs  of  the  oppo^ng  Compflny,  tho 
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X  Y,  or,  as  it  was  also  now  called,  that  of  "  Sir  Alc^taudor  Mao- 
ken^e  and  CompaDy*"  If  the  compfiUtion  bad  be^a  warm 
before,  it  dow  rose  to  fi^ver  heat.  The  b]'igandd.ge  bad  acaroely 
Ariiy  limit ;  combats  of  clerk  with  dork,  trapper  vntb  brappei, 
voyageuj  with  voyitgem',  wei-o  commoo.  Strong  drink  booame, 
aa  never  before  or  eiacfi^  a  abief  iratruinettt  of  tbe  rival  oom- 
pjlnies  in  dealing  witb  the  Indians. 

A  Nortb-Weat  Company  trader,  waiting  from  Pemlnna, 
cays:  *' Indians  daily  coming  in  by  small  parties;  nearly  100 
men  hera.  I  gave  tbem  fifteen  kegs  of  mi:?ed  liquor,  and  the 
X  T  gave  in  proportion  \  all  drinking ;  I  quocfelled  witb  Little 
Shell,  and  dragged  him  out  of  the  fort  by  the  hair.  Indians 
very  troublesome,  tbreateniDg  to  level  rcy  fort  to  the  groundi 
and  their  chief  makmg  iniacbief.  I  hod  two  narrow  escapes 
frcm  being  stabbed  by  him  ;  once  in  tho  boll  and  hooq  after- 
words in  the  shop.  ' 

Such  were  the  troubles  of  competition  between  the  Com- 
paniBs.  The  new  Company  mode  a  d*?termined  effort  to 
compete  alao  in  the  far-difitot^t  Peace  Biver  dtHtiiob.  In 
October  o£  thia  year  two  prominent  partuera  of  the  new  CJom- 
pttny  arrived  with  tbeii'  foUowing  at  the  Peace  River,  One  of 
the^e^  I^erre  da  Rocheblave,  was  of  a  ditiliDguished  family, 
being  the  nepltaw  of  a  Ij^rench  odicer  who  had  fought  on  the 
^ommq<ihda  against  Braddock.  Tho  other  was  James  Leith, 
\vho  ttUo  became  a  prominent  fur'tntder  in  lat&r  dttye. 

inustratiug  the  ke<.inneB3  of  the  trade  conflict,  Johu 
McDonald,  of  Garth,  aluo  bays  iu  17S8,  writing  from  Lbe  Upper 
Saskatchewan,  "  Wc  had  here  (Port  Auguatua),  beaides  tho 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  whose  fort  was  within  a  mcisket 
shot  of  om's,  the  opposition  on  the  other  side  of  the  new 
couoern  I  havo  abeody  mentiotied,  which  bad  aaaum^d  w 
powerful  ahapc  under  the  name  of  tho  X  Y  Company,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  the  lale  John  Ogilvy  in  Mooireal,  and  at 
this  eatabhshment  Mr.  King,  an  old  south  trader  id  liis  prime 
aad  pride  aa  the  firat  among  bulhaa," 

Sir  Atdsonder  MackouEic  did  wonders  in  the  managemeDt  of 
bis  Company,  but  the  old  lion  at  Moatreitl,  from  his  mountain 
cbAt^utii,  ahawed  a  remarkable  det&rmiiraUon,  and  provided  as 
liQ  was  with  gretbt  wealth,  he  resolved  to  oveieome  at  any  price 
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tlie  opposition  which  he  also  contemptuously  called  the  "  Little 
Company."  Id  1602  he,  with  the  skill  of  a  great  general,  re- 
oons^cted  hia  Compiiny-  He  formod  a  oonibinauon  whioh 
vas  to  continue  for  twenty  yeajTs.  Into  this  he  succeeded  in 
introiJucing  a  oertain  amount  of  new  blood  ;  those  clerks 
who  had  sbown  ability  were  promoted  to  the  position  of 
boorgeoifl  or  pai-tners.  By  thia  pro^e^aivo  and  atatcBroaDtike 
policy,  notwithatanding  the  energy  of  the  X  T  Company, 
the  old  Company  shctwed  all  the  vigour  and  enthutiiasm  uf 
youth. 

An  eroployd  oi  Ihe  Nortb-WeBt  Company,  LiTingalOD,  bad 
a  few  years  before  eatablJahed  a  post  on  Slave  L^ke.  Animated 
with  the  now  Bpirit  of  his  Buperiora,  he  went  furtber  north  Btill 
aod  made  a  discovery  of  silver,  but  on  imdertahiog  to  open 
trade  oommunloationB  with  the  Eekimoa,  the  trader  unfortH' 
nateJy  lost  his  3ife, 

Other  expeditions  were  sent  to  the  Mi&aouri  and  bo  the 
eouicefi  of  the  South  Saskatchewan  :  it  is  even  said  that  in  this 
direction  a  post  wit!)  established  among  the  fierce  tribes  oE  the 
Bow  River,  west  of  the  preaaut  town  of  Calgary- 
Looking  out  for  other  avenues  for  the  wonderfii]  filore  of 
energy  in  the  North-We&c  Company,  the  partners  took  into 
consideration  the  development  of  the  vast  SsheTieB  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  1;be  interior.  Simon  MeTuvish  rented  tbe  old 
poBts  of  the  King — meaning  by  these  Tadousaac,  Chicoulinii, 
Aasuapmousoin,  and  MistaABini,  reached  by  way  of  the 
Sof^enay  \  and  He  JvrOmic,  Godbout.  Mingan,  Masquaro,  and 
severaJ  others  fl.lDiig  the  north  shore  of  the  Lower  St. 
Lawrence  oi'  the  Gulf.  The  annual  rent  paid  for  the  King's 
posts  was  \Q^Qi. 

But  the  greatest  flight  of  the  old  fur  king's  ambition  was  to 
carry  his  operations  into  the  forbidden  country  of  the  Hudsou 
Bay  itself.  Li  fiitlherance  of  this  policy,  in  1803  tibe  North- 
Weat  CoonpaQy  sent  %  schooner  of  160  tons  to  the  sborea  of 
Hudson  Bay  to  trade,  and  along  with  ihU  an  expedition  waa 
sent  by  iand  by  way  of  St.  John  and  MistLissIni  to  co-operatB 
in  eBtablibhing  stations  on  the  Bay.  By  this  movement  two 
posts  were  founded,  oik  at  Charlton  lalaad  and  the  other  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Moose  Biver.     Many  of  the  partners  were 
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not  in  favour  of  these  expeditions  pUnned  by  the  strong^headed 
old  dictator,  and  the  venture  proved  a  Bnancial  Iobb^  Simon 
McTavish,  though  comparatively  a  yotmg  man,  now  thought 
of  retiring,  and  purehased  the  seigmory  of  Terrebonne,  pro- 
posing there  to  lead  a  life  of  luxury  and  ease,  but  a  stronger 
enemy  than  either  the  X  Y  or  Hudson's  Bay  Company  camd 
to  break  up  his  plans-  Death  summoned  hiin  away  in 
July,  1804. 

The  death  of  Simon  MeTavish  removed  all  obstacles  to 
union  between  the  old  and  new  North-West  OompatueB,  and 
propositions  were  soon  made  to  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  and 
his  friends,  which  resulted  in  a  union  of  the  two  Companies. 
We  are  fortunate  in  having  preserved  to  us  the  agreement  by 
which  the  two  Companies — old  and  new  North- West  Com- 
panies—were united-  The  partners  of  the  old  Company  were 
given  three-quarters  of  the  stock  and  those  of  the  new  one- 
quarter.  The  provisions  of  the  agreement  are  numerous,  but 
chiefly  deal  with  necessary  administration.  One  important 
clause  is  to  the  effect  that  no  business  other  than  the  fur  trade, 
or  what  is  neceSBarily  depending  thereon,  shall  be  followed  by 
the  Company,  No  partner  of  the  new  concern  is  to  be  allowed 
to  have  any  private  interests  at  the  posts  outside  those  of  the 
Company.  By  one  clause  the  new  North-West  Company 
is  protected  from  any  eipenae  that  might  arise  from  Simon 
MoTaviah's  immense  venture  oo  the  Hudson  Bay.  It  may 
be  interesting  to  give  the  names  of  the  partners  of  the  two 
Companies,  those  who  were  not  present,  from  being  mostly  in 
the  interior  and  whose  names  were  signed  by  those  having 
powers  of  attorney  from  them,  being  marked  Att. 


NEW    N0BTH-WB3T   OR   X  T    COUPANY. 

Ales-  Mackenzie.  Thomaa  Forsyth,  Att- 

Thomaa  ForByth,  Att.  Late  Leith,  Jftmeson  &  Co. 
John  Richard«on.  fby  Truateea). 

John  Tnzlis,  Att.  Joan  Ogilvi^. 

James  F^rayth,  Att.  P.  da  Rocheblane,  Att- 

Jgbn  Mure,  Att.  Alex.  McKenzie,  Att.  (3). 

John  Forftjrth.  John  MacdoaftlH,  Att. 

Alex.  Ellice,  Att.  Jameft  Leith^  Att. 

John  Haldane,  AU.  John  Wills,  Att. 


TBE  X    y  COMPANY  153 


OLD  KOBTH-WEST   COUPAKT, 

John  Pmlftj,  Att.  Wm,  HaUowoU. 

Dancan  Gamerop*  Att.  Rod,  MoKenzie. 

Jam^HnffhoflT  Att'  Angus  Shaw^  Att- 

Alex.  McKay,  Att.  DL  McKensie,  Att. 

Hogh  McCtifiU,  Att.  Wm.  MoKaj,  Alt. 

Alex.  HeiDrTf  Jr.,  Att.  John  McDonaJd,  Att. 

John  UoCaUirray,  Att.  Donald  McTaviflh,  Att. 

JaiD6a  MoKenxie,  Att-  John  McDonnell,  Att. 

Simon  Fraoer,  Att,  Arch.  N,  McLeod,  Att. 

John  D.  Campbell,  Att.  Alex.  McDoncall,  Att. 

D.  Thompaon,  Att.  Chaa.  GhaboiQee,  Att, 

John  Thorapson,  Att-  John  Sayer^  Att- 

John  Gr^ory.  Peter  Grant,  Att. 

Wm.  MoChUiVraj.  Alex.  Fnuer,  Att 

Doncan  McGitliTraj,  Att-  jSneas  Cameron^  Att. 

Anyone  acquainted  in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  e&rly 
history  of  Canada  will  see  in  these  lists  the  names  of  legislative 
oonnoUlorST  members  of  Assembly,  leaders  in  society,  as  well 
as  of  those  who,  iq  the  tweaty  years  following  the  signing  of 
this  agreement,  by  deeds  of  daring,  exploration,  and  discovery, 
mode  the  name  of  the  North- West  Company  illustrious.  These 
names  represent  likewise  those  who  oatried  on  that  wearisome 
and  disastrous  conflict  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  which 
ID  time  would  have  i^ined  both  Companies  but  for  the  happy 
union  which  took  place,  wheu  the  resources  of  each  were  well- 
nigh  exhausted. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

THB   LOBDB   OF   THE   LAKES   AND  FQRflBTB. — I. 

New  roate  to  E&mmUtiquu^-Vivid  sketch  of  Fort  Willi&m^"  Gui- 
tine  S»lope  "— Lively  ChrietmaB  wwk— The  feaatmg  partner* — 
Ez-GoTernor  MABnon'a  good  worfa — Four  great  Maokenziefl — A 
literu^x>urgeois — Three  huidaome  demoisellefl^'^  The  mui  in  the 
moon'' — Story  of  "  Bmh  Croche" — Around  Capo  Horn — Aatoria 
taken  over — A  hot-headed  trader—Sad  case  or  "  Little  Labrie  " 
— Punch  on  New  Year'a  Day— The  heart  of  a  "Yacher." 

The  union  of  the  opposmg  companies  from  Montreal  led  to  a 
great  development  of  trade,  and,  aa  we  have  already  seen,  to 
important  Bchemea  of  exploration, 

Roderick  McKenzie,  the  ccueio  of  Sir  Alexander,  in  coming 
down  from  Bainy  Lake  to  Grand  Portage,  heard  of  a  new  route 
to  Kaministiquia,  We  have  already  aeen  that  UmfreviUe  had 
found  out  a  circuitous  passage  from  Nepigon  to  Winnipeg  ^ 
Rive/,  but  this  had  been  oonBidered  impracticable  by  the  fur- 
traders. 

Accordingly,  when  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  mado 
it  certain  that  Qrand  Portage  had  to  be  given  up,  ib  was 
regarded  as  a  great  matter  when  the  route  to  Kaministi- 
quia  became  known.  This  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Roderick 
McKende  quite  by  accident.  When  coming,  in  1797,  to  Canada 
on  leave  of  absence,  this  trader  was  told  by  an  Indian  family 
near  Rainy  Lake  that  a  little  farther  north  there  was  a  good 
route  for  large  canoes,  which  was  formerly  used  by  the  whitee 
in  their  trading  expeditions.  Taking  an  Indian  with  him, 
McKenzie  followed  this  course,  which  brought  him  out  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Kaministiquia.  This  proved  to  be  the  old  Frenoh 
ronte,  for  all  along  it  traces  were  found  of  their  former  estab- 
Ushments.  Strange  that  a  route  at  one*time  so  well  known 
should  be  completely  forgotten  in  forty  years. 


rns  LO^DS  OF  the  lakes  and  forests  isS 


In  the  year  1800  the  North-^'est  Company  bui(t  n  fort,  called 
the  New  Fori,  al  Lbe  mouth  of  the  K;Lmirt^sti[|UiiL,  ^dJh  ahaiidon- 
ing  Grand  Portoigej  moved  theU  liettdquartcra  to  thia  point  \n 
IdOSA  In  the  yeu  after  tbe  union  ol  the  Nortb-Weet  oud 
^  y  Compiinies  tlM  name  Fort  ^ViUiam  wfis  given  to  this  Bstab- 
liohruent,  in  honour  of  tbe  Hon,  Willia<ai  McGillivrAy,  who  had 
"l^ecome  \\x%  person  of  greatesb  distinction  in  tbe  imiteii  Noi'tb' 
Wdst  Company. 

As  giving  us  a  glimpse  of  tlxe  life  of  ^'  the  lords  of  the  lakes 
and  foreaCs,"  which  wan  led  at  Fort  WiUiaiLi,  we  have  p»  good 
sketch  wriblien  by  a  trader,  Gabriel  Franchcre,  who  woa  % 
French  Canadian  of  respectable  family  and  began  life  in  & 
baHinesB  pUoe  in  Montreal.  At  this  stiige,  says  n.  loeal  writer, 
"  the  fur  trade  was  at  its  epogee,  "  itnd  Fieochure  was  engaged 
by  tbe  Aslor  Company  and  vvent  to  Aatorifr.  Belui-ning  over 
the  mountains,  he  passed  Fort  William.  His  book,  written  in 
French,  has  been  translated  into  EngUah,  and  is  creditable 
to  the  writer,  who  died  as  late  as  1^S53  in  Bt.  Paul, 
Minnesota. 

Pranchore  says  of  Fort  William,  rather  inaccurately,  that 
it  was  built  in  1805,  This  lively  writer  was  mnuh  impressed 
by  the  trade  carried  on  at  this  point,  and  gives  the  following 
vivid  description  : — 

"  Fort  William  has  really  the  appearance  of  a  fort  from  the! 
palisade  fifteen  feet  high,  and  also  that  of  a  pretty  village  from  I 
the  number  of  buildings  it  enolosee-  In  tbe  midiUe  of  a 
spacious  square  siauds  a  large  building,  elegantly  Luilb,  lUough 
of  woodj  the  middle  door  of  which  ia  raised  five  feet  above  tha 
ground  plot,  and  in  the  front  of  which  rana  a  long  galleiy. 
In  tbe  centre  of  this  building  is  a  room  about  sixty  feet  long 
and  thirty  wide,  decorated  with  several  paintings,  and  some 
portraits  in  crayon  of  a  number  of  tbe  partners  of  tbe  Company, 
It  ie  in  this  roora  that  the  agcntsi  the  clerks,  and  the  inter- 
pretars  take  their  meals  at  different  tables.  At  each  extremity 
of  the  room  are  two  small  apartmeiitu  fi:»r  the  paitnera." 

"  The  back  part  of  the  bouse  is  occupied  by  the  kitchen  and 
sleeping  apartments  of  the  domestics.  On  each  side  of  this 
building  there  is  another  of  the  same  eiae,  but  lower ;  these  are 
divided    lengthwise    by   a   oorridor,  and   contain   eaoh  twelve 
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Etetty  sleeping  rooma.     One  of  these  liouaes  ta  Intended  for  tlie 
mrLrtcere,  the  other  for  the  clerks. 

/  "  On  thti  eaHt  siUo  of  tl]&  Fori  thei-e  la  another  house  intended 
(tor  the  same  purpose,  and  a  large  building  in  which  furs  are 
f  examined  and  where  lihey  u'o  put  up  in  tight  bales  by  means 
I  of  &  press.  Behind,  and  sl^  on  the  eame  side,  arc  found  the 
lodgee  of  tbd  guides,  another  building  for  furs,  and  a  powder 
\  magazine.  This  last  building  in  of  gre)'  stone,  &iid  roofed  Id 
I  with  tin.  Id  the  corner  stands  a  kind  of  bastion  or  point  of 
.  ohseryation. 

"On  the  west  side  is  seen  a  raj^ge  of  bmldingSi  some  of  which 
serve  for  stores  aud  othei's  for  shops.  There  is  one  for  dressing 
out  the  employSs;  one  for  tiUing  out  oanoce;  one  in  v^hich 
mereh^ndise  is  retailed  ;  another  where  strong  drink*  bread, 
Iftrd,  butter,  and  cheeae  are  sold,  and  where  refreshments  are 
given  out  to  arriving  vojageurs.  This  refrsBbmeut  cooBiats  of 
a  white  loonf,  ib  bUf  pound  of  butter,  and  a  quart  of  rutn.  The 
Toyageura  give  to  this  liquor  store  the  namo '  Can  tine  Salope/ 

*'  Behind  is  found  still  another  row  of  buildings,  one  of  which 
ia  used  as  an  oSQee  or  counting-houBe,  a  pretty  square  building 
well  lighted ;  another  aervoa  aa  a  store  ;  and  a  third  as  a  prison^ 
The  voyageurs  give  to  the  last  the  name,  '  Pot  au  benrre.'  At 
the  w)i]th-east  corner  is  ft  tikme  shed  roofed  with  tio.  Further 
back  are  the  workshops  of  the  carpenters,  tinsmiths,  black- 
smitbs*  and  their  spaoious  courts  or  sheds  for  shcllenng  the 
oanoes,  repairing  them,  and  constructing  new  ones. 

"  Near  the  gate  of  the  Fort,  which  ia  to  the  south,  are  the 
dwelling -bouses  of  the  surgeon  and  reaident  clerk.  Over  the 
entrance  gate  a  liind  of  guard-bouse  has  been  built.  As  the 
river  is  deop  enough  u^t  its  entronae,  the  Company  has  had  quays 
buLlb  along  the  Fort  as  a  landing  place  for  the  schooners  kept 
on  Lake  8upenor  for  transporting  peltries,  nierchoDdLae,  and 
proyisions  from  I'orl  Wilham  to  Sault  Slo,  Mario,  and  vio^  tersa. 
"There  are  also  on  the  other  aide  of  the  river  a  number  of 
houses,  all  inhabited  by  old  Frenoh^Canadian  voyageurs,  worn 
out  in  the  service  of  the  North-Weat  Company.  \s'iiliouli  liaving 
become  richer  by  it.  Foi-t  Wilham  is  the  prinoijial  factory 
of  tJie  Nocth-West  Company  in  the  interior  ixud  a  geoerol 
rende^^vous  of  the  pnrtnm-a.     The  agents  of  Monti'eal  and  the 
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proprietore  wiiktedng  in  bbc  nortb  Dearly  ull  assemble  hete 
every  summer  and  receive  tbe  returns,  fornj  expecUblonB,  &di3 
difioua^  the  intareata  of  their  commci^ae. 

"Tbe  employes  wlnlciini^  In  the  north  spend  &Lso  a  portion  ot 
the  summer  at  Fort  William.  Tbey  form  a  great  encampment 
(o  the  we9l>  outride  iLe  paJisadea-  Ttiose  vtrho  are  ouly  engaged 
ftt  Montreal  to  go  to  Fort  Witlifuu  or  to  Bainy  Lake,  and  who 
do  not  winter  in  the  North,  oooupy  another  epoos  00  Iho  oafit 
Bide.  The  fornDcr  give  to  the  l:Ltter  the  ctiiiie  '  mangeurs  de 
Lard/  A  remarkable  differeace  is  observed  belvraeD  the  twc 
c&mpB,  whii^h  are  composed  of  three  or  four  hundred  men  each. 
That  of  the  '  raaugeurB  de  lard '  is  always  very  dirty  and  that 
of  the  winterers  neat  nod  dean." 

But  the  fur-traders  were  by  no  means  merely  business  meun 
Fethaps  ne?er  were  thereasaotublCigesof  menwbo  feasted  more 
ba&rtily  when  the  work  was  done.  Tlie  Cbrialmfis  week  was  a 
holiday,  jind  Kometimea  the  jollity  went  to  u.  ooD^id^mhle  e^ceas, 
which  w&a  entirely  to  be  expected  when  the  bard  life  of  ihe 
voyage  waatakeniutoconsidoratioup  Whotberat  Port  WilUani, 
or  m  the  Nortb-West  Company's  houee  in  St.  Gabriel  Street, 
MoDtreuV  or  in  later  day  at  Lechine,  the  fesLive  gabberlnga  of 
the  Nor'-^Vcster^  nere  cbaracteri/ed  by  extravagance  and  often 
by  hilarious  mirth.  The  luxuries  of  the  East  and  West  were 
gathered  for  tbe»e  occasions,  and  ofTeringa  to  Bacchus  were 
neiiber  of  poor  quality  rtor  limited  in  eicteut.  With  Scotch 
Btory  and  Jacobite  song,  intermingled  with  "'  La  Claire  Fon- 
taine" or  ''  Ualbrouck  s'en  va/'  those  lively  songs  of  French 
Canada,  the  boura  of  evening  and  night  passed  merrily  away. 

At  times  when  they  bad  been  feasting  long  Into  the  morning. 
the  traders  and  clerks  would  sit  down  upon  the  faast'toom 
floor,  when  one  would  take  the  tougs^  another  the  shovel, 
another  the  poker,  and  bo  on.  They  would  arrange  themaelves 
io  regular  order,  as  in  a  boat,  and,  vigorously  itiwing.  eiag  a 
song  of  the  voyage  :  and  loud  and  long  till  the  early  streaks  of 
the  East  were  seen  would  the  rout  continue.  When  the 
merriment  reached  eucha  height  asthia,  ceremony  whs  relaxed, 
and  voyageurs,  servants,  and  attendants  were  admitted  to 
witness  the  wild  oarouso  of  the  wine-boated  partneTS- 

Wfl  are  fortunate  in  having  the  daily  life  of  the  fur-iradera 
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hcjn  the  Lower  3t^  LEbwren&o  to  thr^  veiy  shdrflsv  of  the  Paoifio 
Ooefta  piatnred  for  QB  by  the  pELrtnora  m  thfi '*  JounvnlB  "  they 
hnve  left  behind  them.  Just  an  the  duly  rei^ordB  of  the  luonks 
aad  ollitcs,  dreary  and  imintere^trng  as  mtboy  o(  Ititim  at  times 
are.  commemorated  the  events  of  their  time  in  the  *'  Saxon 
Chroniole  "  and  gave  tha  material  (or  biatorj'n  so  the  jounula  of 
the  boiirgeoia,  often  left  nnpuhlished  for  n.  generation  or  two, 
nod  the  works  of  soma  of  those  who  had  infiueooa  and  literary 
AbiUtfy  eaovgh  bo  tsaue  tbeir  stories  io  the  form  of  books, 
fiapply  us  witti  the  materiskl  for  reproduciDg  their  times. 
From  such  gourees  we  iniiend  to  give  ft  few  sketches  of  the  life 
of  that  time. 

We  desire  to  express  the  greatest  appreoialion  of  the  work 
of  e£-Governor  I^laaRon,  who  i&  related  to  the  MoHonaic  and 
Chaboille^familiea  of  th^t period,  and  who  ba^  published  no  less 
than  fom'teen  jouraala,  skotcbesof  the  time  ;  of  the  painstaking 
writine  of  ^^  ATnerioim  officer,  Ur,  Couea,  who  has  with  groat 
oare  and  Buoceas  edited  the  journals  of  Alexander  Honry,  Jr,, 
and  such  remains  as  he  eould  obtain  of  l^.'irid  Thompson, 
thus  Bupp1etnE;nting  the  pubUoation  by  Cbarlee  Lindsey,  nf 
Toronto,  of  an  acoount  of  Thompson,  We  acbiowtedga  also 
the  p^ent  coUeotion  of  materiiil  by  Taasc  in  his  "  C^nadicna 
de  L'Ouest,"  ab  well  as  the  interoBtiug  journals  of  Harmon  and 
others,  wbioh  have  dona  us  good  service. 


VALUABLE    EBMlKlBCaHC&B, 

The  name  of  McKenKie  (Hon.  Itoderick  MoKenzie)  was  one 
to  conjure  by  among  bhcs  fur-tradora.  From  tbe  fact  that  there 
were  ao  many  woJl-known  partners  and  clerks  of  this  noTDO 
arose  the  custom,  very  common  in  the  Highland  communities,  of 
giving  Eicknomes  to  distinguish  them.  Four  of  the  McKenaiea 
were  *'  Lo  Bouge,"  '■  Le  Blanc,"  "  Le  Bc-rgne*'  (one-eyed) , and 
"  Le  Pioot»> "  (pook-morkijd).  Sir  Aloiander  was  the  most 
notable,  and  after  him  hia  coosln,  the  Hon.  Boderickj  of  wboni 
we  write. 

TLie  distinguished  man  came  out  as  a  Highland  laddie  from 
Bootlaad  ID  1784.  He  at  once  entered  the  service  of  the  for 
compaoy,  and  made  his  first  journey  to  the  North-West  in  the 
next  year.     His  voyage  from   Ste,  Aunet  on  Montreal  Island, 
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op  Lhe  fur-tra*3erB'  route,  was  taken  iu  Gregory  MoLeod  k  Co. 'a 
servicti.  At  Grand  PcrUge  MoKcnsIe  was  initiftked  into  tbe 
mysteries  of  the  piLrtnera-  Pushed  into  the  North-Wesl,  bo 
aooD  becaioe  promiDenC,  and  built  the  most  notable  post  of 
the  upper  country,  Fort  Chipowyan. 

On  his  ma^rrioge  he  bectune  allied  to  &  nuiuber  of  the 
naftgnates  of  the  fur  company.  Hia  wife  belonged  to  the  popular 
CamiLy  of  Chaboi-lle^,  two  other  daughters  of  which  wci-o 
married,  one  to  the  well-known  Surveyor- General  of  Lower 
Canada,  Jo&eph  Bouchette,  and  another  to  Simon  McTaTiah, 
"Le  Marquis/' 

Bodenok  UeKeazie  was  a  n:ian  of  some  literary  ability  and 
tast«.  He  purposed  at  ona  time  wnliiif^  &  history  of  the 
ladians  of  the  North-West  and  also  of  the  North-Weat  Com- 
pany. Id  order  to  do  thUr  be  actit  eurouZars  to  leading  traders, 
and  thus  reaeiviiig  a  number  of  joumalB,  Laid  the  foundation  of 
the  Uternry  store  from  which  ejc-Govemor  Masson  prepared  his 
book  on  the  bourgeois. 

Between  hiui  and  his  couain,  Sir  Alemnder  Mjiiclieniid,  an 
eitcuQive  correspondence  wae  kept  up.  ExtruiCts  froai  the 
letters  of  the  dietin^'uished  pfirtner  form  the  burden  of  the 
'^Beminisuenci^a"  pubhhhed  by  Masaon.  Many  of  the  fnctii 
have  bean  referred  to  in  our  sketch  of  Sif  Alexander  Mackenzie's 
voyages. 

For  eight  long  yeai's  Roderick  McKenzie  remained  in  the 
Indian  country  luid  came  to  Canadsi  in  1TS7.  Borne  two  years 
afberward  Sir  .\lexaiider  Mrukcnsie  left  the  oUL  Company  and 
headed  the  S  Y  Company.  At  that  titnc  Hodorick  McKfinzie 
was  chosen  in  the  place  of  his  oouain  in  the  North-Weet  Com- 
pany, and  this  for  Boveral  years  caused  a<  coolness  between  tbeni. 

His  "  Eeminiscenoes  "  extend  to  1829,  at  which  time  he  ^raa 
living  in  Terrebonne^  m  Lower  Canada,  lie  becam^a  i\  member 
of  the  Legislative  Council  m  Lower  Canada,  and  he  has  a  number 
of  distinguiabed  deacendonts.  Bodenok  McKen2t6  closes  his 
interceting  "  Keminisconoes  '^  with  an  elaborate  and  valuable  Ijet 
of  tJie  proprietore,  clerks,  interpreters.  Ae,,  of  the  North-Weet 
Company  in  1799,  giving  their  distribution  in  the  deparin^ents, 
and  the  salary  paid  each.  It  ^ves  us  a  picture  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  operatioDs  of  the  North- West  Company. 
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T.LLKB    or   THS    NORTU-WKST. 

Pew  of  the  Nor'-Westers  aimed  at  oolleoting  and  pre^oiving 
the  foUc-loTe  of  tbe  natives.  Al  the  request  of  Eodetiok 
MuKeDzie,  George  Keith,  &  bomgeois  who  spent  &  great  p&rt 
of  ilia  life  vei7  far  North,  viz.  in  the  regiooa  of  AthftbaacH, 
Mackenzie  River,  and  Groat  Berur  Lc^ke,  sent  a  aeries  of  letters 
extending  from  1807  onward  for  ten  years  embodying  taleB^ 
deacriptiofl^,  jiad  the  liistory  of  the  TndJn,n  trihes  of  hia  <liatrict- 
Hia  first  description  is  that  of  the  BeLiver  ludiajia,  of  whom  he 
gives  a  vooiibuhLry,  He  ^vriteB  for  us  a  number  of  tales  of  the 
Beaver  Indians,  viz.  "The  Indian  Hercoles,"  *^  Two  Lost 
'Women." '^  The  Flood,  a  Tale  of  the  Mackenzie  Hiver/"  and 
"The  Man  in  the  Moon/'  One  lotier  givee  a  good  account  of 
the  aoeial  manners  and  eustome  of  the  Beaver  Indliins,  and 
another  el  somewhat  complete  descripiion  of  the  Rocky  Mouc- 
bujua  and  Matkeoiie  River  country,  Descriplious  of  the  Filthy 
L&ke  &nd  Grnnd  River  Indians  and  the  Long  Arrowed  Indiana, 
with  &  few  more  letters  mth  reference  to  the  fur  trade,  make 
up  the  interesting  collection.  George  Keith  may  bs  said  to 
have  wielded  the  "  pen  of  a  ready  writer."  We  give  his  story 
of 

THE    MAN    IH    THE    UOOK, 

A  Tak,  or  T^-adition,  of  the  Beaver  Indiam. 

*'  In  the  primitive  agee  of  the  world,  there  w«  &  man  and 
hia  wife  who  hid  no  obildren.  The  former  was  very  singular 
in  Ins  manner  of  Living.  Being  an  excellent  hunter,  he  lived 
entirely  upon  the  blood  of  ttie  aiiimaJa  he  killed.  This  eircnm- 
stance  difipleaaed  hia  wife,  who  secretly  detenniaed  to  play  him 
a  trick,  Aocordingly,  one  day  tho  husband  want  out  hunting, 
and  left  ordere  with  his  wife  to  boil  some  blood  in  a  keUle,  so 
aa  to  be  ready  for  supper  oo  hia  niturn-  When  the  time  of  his 
eicpected  return  was  drawing  nigh,  bis  wife  piercecl  a  ^cin  with 
an  Rwl  in  her  left  arm  and  drew  a  copioue  quaQtiiy  of  blood, 
which  she  mixed  with  a  greater  quantity  of  the  blood  of  ft 
mooee  deer,  that  he  should  not  disi^uver  it,  arid  prepared  tbe 
whole  fcr  her  bus  band' 3  auppor- 

"  Upon  his  return  tho  blood  was  served  up  to  bim  en  a  bark 
diah ;  but,  upon  putting  a  spoonful  to  Lis  mouth,  he  detected 
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the  molicB  of  bie  wife,  &ad  oiily  saying  that  the  blooJ  did  act 
smeU  good,  throw  the  kettle  with  the  conteota  ftboafc  her  ears, 

"  Nighb  oomi[J^  on,  tihe  man  went  to  bed  and  told  hiH  ivifo  to 
obsei-vQ  tho  moon  abo^t  midQi^btn  After  Che  first  Dap,  the 
wom&iir  nwokicLg,  was  Eurpriged  to  find  that  b^  husband  was 
bli^ent.  She  arose  and  m&de  &  fire,  ar^d,  Eifting  up  her  eyes  to 
the  mooQj  waa  aMOQished  to  see  her  huabu.u<3,  wStb  bts  dug  and 
kcUic.  in  the  body  o£  tbe  mooo,  from  which  he  has  never 
deaoended.  She  bitterly  Jameoted  her  misfortunes  during  the 
rest  of  her  d&y»,  jtlwnys  fttiributiug  tbem  to  her  fnaJicious 
invention  oC  pireparmg  her  own  blood  for  her  huaband'a 
supper." 

INTER  EBTTHO   AUTOBIOORAJHY. 

Among  all  tha  Nor'-Weatera  there  was  do  one  who  had  more 
of  the  Scottish  pndo  of  family  than  John  McDonald,  cf  Garth, 
claimmg  as  hs  did  to  be  descended  from  the  lord  of  the  islea* 
His  Calmer  obtained  htm  &  eommisaion  in  the  British  ajmy,  but 
he  could  not  pass  the  eitaminatioo  on  accounlf  of  a  blemish 
caused  by  &ii  oooldent  to  his  arm.  The  sobhqueb,  "Broa 
Croch  "  clung  to  him  all  hia  Ufa  aa  a  fur  trader. 

Commendeil  bo  Simon  McTAviab,  the  youirg  tuan  became  hie 
(aTOurile,andin  1791  started  for  the  for  country.  He  wasplaood 
under  the  sKperieuced  trader,  Angua  Shaw,  and  paseodhis  ^at 
:viater  in  the  far-off  Beaver  River,  north  of  the  Saskatchewan. 
Next  winter  lie  visited  the  Grand  Portage,  and  be  tells  us  thai 
for  A  couple  ot  weekg  he  was  feasting  on  the  best  of  everything 
and  the  boei  of  fishn  Returning  to  the  Soakntcbowan,  he  took 
part  in  the  building  of  Fort  George  on  that  i-iver,  whence,  after 
wiiittfHng,  tht?  tiftuul  flummer  journey  was  madle  to  Grand 
Portage.  Here,  he  telia  os,  they  "met  the  gentlemen  from 
Montreal  in  goodfcllowship."    This  Ufo  continued  till  17^^^ 

He  shows  us  the  state  of  feeling  between  the  Companies* 
"  It  jnu-y  not  be  out  of  the  way  to  mention  that  on  New  Ye^u-'a 
Day,  dming  the  customary  firing  of  musketry,  ooe  of  our 
oppoQent'3  buUio3  purposely  fired  his  powder  through  my 
window.  I,  of  course,  got  enraged,  and  challenged  him  to 
fiin^le  eombat  with  oui  guna ;  this  wae  a  check  upon  him  oyer 
ftfter." 
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Remaining  in  tbe  eame  diBtrict,  by  tbe  veBJ-  1800  he  fa&d, 
backed  as  he  was  hy  powerful  influence,  hie  Biater  being 
majTied  to  Hod.  William  McGillivray,  become  a  partner  in  the 
CompaLtiy.  Two  yoars  nftenvard  he  speaks  of  old  Cuthbort 
Grant  coniing  to  the  dif^trict,  but  iu  tito  sprinj^,  Ihla  offioer 
being  sick)  McDonald  filled  np  a  comfortable  boat  with  an 
awDtng  ID  wbicb  Grjinb  went  to  the  Kaministiquia.  where  be 
died. 

In  1BC2,  McDoimld  returned  from  Port  William  and  deter- 
mined  to  build  another  fort  farther  up  the  river  to  meet  a  new 
tribe <  the  Kootenays.  This  was  "Rooky  Mountain  Houae." 
Visttitig  Scotland  in  the  year  after,  be  returned  to  be  dispatohed 
\a  1804  tL>  English  River,  where  ho  wae  in  competitioQ  wiEh  a 
HudfiOn'B  Bay  Compfl-ny  trader.  In  the  nest  year  he  went  back 
t^  the  SaekatchewanH  saying  that,  althoiigh  a  A^ery  dangerous 
department,  he  preferred  it-  Going  np  the  south  braaob  of  the 
Saakatchcwan,  he  erected  the  "  New  ChostarfieUHoufle"'  at  the 
month  of  ihe  Red  Deer  River,  and  there  met  again  a  deiach- 
mcLt  of  Hudsoo'a  Bay  Company  people. 

In  1806  he,  being  unwell,  spent  the  ye&r  chiefly  in 
Montreal,  after  which  ho  waa  appointed  to  the  leee  exacting 
field  of  Red  River.  One  interesting  note  ia  ^ven  tis  a!4  to 
the  Red  River  forts.  He  eayB^  "I  eHtahlished  a  fort  at  tba 
junction  of  the  Bed  and  Aeeiniboine  Rivers  and  called  it 
'  Gibraltar,'  though  there  wae  rot  a  rook  or  a  etone  within 
three  milea,"  As  we  aball  aee  afterwards,  the  buildiag  of 
this  fort,  whieb  was  on  bhe  site  of  the  city  of  WiuDipeg*  bad 
taken  place  in  the  year  preceding. 

Wilh  hifl  ou3tomary  energy  in  ©reeting  forts,  be  built  one  a 
distance  up  the  Qu'Appelle  River,  probably  Fort  Espi^ranoe. 
While  dowa  at  Fort  William  in  the  spring,  the  new&  c&me 
to  him  that  David  Thompaon  waa  flurroiimierl  iu  the  Rocky 
Mountaina  by  Blaokfoot  waJ  poriiea,  McDonald  volunteered 
to  go  to  the  rescue,  and  with  thirty  chosen  men,  after  many 
daiigera  and  b&rdshipa.  reached  Thoiup»Qp  in  the  land  of  the 
Kootenaya, 

MeDooald  waa  one  of  the  traders  selected  to  go  to  Britain  and 
thence  by  the  ship  Isaac  Todd  to  the  moatb  of  the  Columbia  to 
meet  the  Aator  Fui  Company.     He  started  in  company  with 
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Hon,  EdwiiTil  Ellice,  At  Rio  Janeiro  MeDonal*!  shippsd  from 
the/irtvic  Todd  on  bo&rd  the  fri^itaP?kr6^,  On  the  west  coaei 
of  South  Americft  they  oalled  at*' Juan  Pernauide^.  Robioaon 
Cnisos'e  Island."  They  reach od  the  Columbm  on  November 
SOtti,  1S13,  and  in  company  with  trader  McDougall  took  over 
Astoria  in  King  Georgu's  nzime,  McBon^d  becaming  ficuior 
partner  at  Aaton&. 

In  April,  1814,  WoDonald  lefl  for  home  auroaa  the  moun- 
tains^ by  way  of  the  Saskat<:liewan,  and  in  dae  timo  an-ived  s.t 
Fort  William.  He  caoie  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie  to  find  the  fort 
built  by  the  Americans,  and  reached  Montreal  amid  some 
drtngera.  The  last  adventure  mentioned  in  bis  journal  waa  that 
of  mcotinp  in  Terrebonne  Lord  Selkirk's  party  who  were  going 
to  the  Ncrth-West  to  oppose  tbo  Nor'-WoBlcrfl. 

The  veteran  spent  his  last  days  in  lbs  County  of  Glengarry, 
Ootario,  and  died  in  I8G0,  between  oLghby-nine  and  liunety 
years  cf  age.  His  career  bad  been  a  most  romanfic  one,  and 
he  was  noted  for  hia  high  epirit  and  courage,  as  well  as  for  bifi 
ceuaeleflfl  energy  as  a  trader. 

TWO   JOUBNALa   /UD   A   DsaCRIPTlON. 

James  McKenzie,  brother  of  Hon.  BoderJtit  McKanzie.  was 
a  graphic,  though  Botnewhat  irritable  writer  with  a  good  abyle. 
He  has  left  us  "  A  Journal  from  tha  AthaboBca  Country,"  a 
description  of  the  King"*  poets  on  the  T-*ower  St.  Lawrence, 
with  ib  journal  of  a  jaunt  through  the  King's  po^ts.  This  fur 
trader  joined  the  North- West  Company. 

In  17^  he  was  at  Fort  Chipewjaa.  His  deBoriptioos  &r© 
minute  aocoonta  cf  hi«  ^oinga  at  bis  fort.  He  e^ems  to  have 
takun  much  interest  in  hi^  men.  and  he  gives  apathetic  aocounli 
of  one  Gf  these  trappers  called  '*  Little  Labrio."  Lokbric  had 
beeo  for  bix  days  without  food ,  and  was  almost  frozen  to  death . 
He  Bays  :  "  Little  Labrie'B  feet  are  stiU  6oa.Ving  in  cold  water, 
but  retain  their  hardness.  We  watched  hUn  oU  laat  night ;  he 
fainted  often  in  the  course  of  the  night,  but  we  alwjvye  brought 
bin*  to  life  again  by  the  help  of  mulled  wine.  Once  in  piirtt- 
nular,  when  he  found  himself  veiy  we%k  and  siek,  and  thought 
he  vfiiS  dying  he  aaidn  'Adieu;  je  in'en  vais;  bout  mon  bleu  A 
ceux  qui  ont  ^n  de  moi-'     10th,  about  twelve  o'clock,  Labrie 
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freed  from  ftll  hia  agonies  in  thia  world-"     MoKetizio 
OTidentty  had  a  kiod  heart. 

The  oandid  writer  girea  ua  a  picture  of  New  Year's  Day, 
Januwy  lat,  1800.  "  This  morning  before  daybreak,  the  men, 
aooording  to  ouatom,  fired  two  broadsides  in  honour  of  the  New 
Tftttr,  and  then  oame  in  to  be  rewarded  with  rum,  as  usual. 
Some  of  them  oould  hardly  stvid  alone  before  they  went  away ; 
aotoh  was  the  effect  of  the  joioe  of  the  grape  on  their  brains. 
Aftor  dinner.  4t  whioh  everyone  helped  themselves  so  plenti- 
fully  that  nothing  remained  to  the  dogs,  they  had  a  bowt 
of  pnnoh.  The  expenses  of  this  day,  with  fourteen  men 
and  women,  «re  :  61^  fathoms  Spencer  twist  (tobacco)  7  dagons 
rum,  1  ditto  wine,  1  ham,  a  skin's  worth  of  dried  meat,  about 
40  white  fish,  flour,  sugar,  dfcc." 

MoKenzie  had  many  altercations  in  his  trade,  and  seems  bo 
have  been  of  a  violent  temper-  He  found  fault  with  one  of  the 
X  Y  people  named  Ferroue,  saying  it  was  a  shame  for  him 
to  call  those  who  oame  from  Scotland  **  vochera  "  (cow-boys). 
He  said  be  did  not  call  all,  but  a  few  of  them  "  vachers."  I 
desired  him  to  name  one  in  the  North,  and  told  him  that  the 
one  who  served  him  as  a  clerk  was  a  'vacher,'  and  had  the 
heart  of  a  '  vaoher '  since  he  remained  with  him." 

MoEeozie  has  frequent  accounts  of  drunken  brawls,  from 
which  it  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  this  period  of  the  opposition  of 
the  two  Montreal  Companies  was  one  of  the  most  dissolute 
in  the  history  of  the  fur  traders.  The  fur  trader's  violent 
temper  often  broke  out  against  employes  and  Indians  alike. 
He  bad  an  ungovernable  dislike  to  the  Indians,  regarding  them 
simply  as  the  off-scourings  of  all  things,  and  for  the  voyageura 
and  workmen  of  his  own  Company  the  denunciations  are  so 
strong  that  his  violent  language  was  regarded  as  '*  sound  and 
fury,  signifying  nothing." 


CHAPTER    KIX. 


TttB    LOBDa    OF  THE    IlAKES   AND   FOBBSTQ. — U. 


HarDioii  and  his  book — An  houeHt  man — "Straight  u  ail  ^row "— 
New  TiBwa— All  uncouth  eiant—"  Gaelic,  Eiicjliah,  Preuch,  aiiil 
Icdion  oath*"— McDininell,  "La  Pritre" — St.  AnilrW*  Dny— 
"  Puthonu  of  tohaoco  "--Down  tho  AaainilK^na — An  outort&min^ 
joumaJ — A   good  editor — A  ttw  frank  trader — "Gun  tired  ton 

Jaidfl  a.way'' — HGrils  of  buffalo — Packs  uid  pt^mmicati — "Tbo 
Durth  Goanel  "—Drowning  of  Henry — "The  weather  o!©ar»d 
np" — Loot  tor  forty  dJiys — "  Cheorm,^'  the  corp^— Larooqiie  and 
tho  HandoiiB— McKenEiii  and  hia  holF-bioed  cluJdrcc 


A  GOOD  TEADHR  AKD  A  OOOD   BOOK* 

To  those  inter^flted  ia  the  p&riod  we  oj-q  describing  ttiere  ie  I30t 

tt  more  nttriLctive  charauter  than  Daniel  Wtlliiirixs  Hfirmon,  a 
native  of  Vermont,  who  entered  tUe  Nortti-Weet  Company's 
aorvioc  in  tbo  year  1600.  at  the  age  ol  23.  After  a  aumb^r  of 
years  spirit  in  the  far  W^fit,  he  brought  with  him  on  a  visit  to 
New  EDglfkikd  the  joumal  of  hid  udventuresi  and  thJd  was 
edited  and  published  by  ^  Puritan  minister,  Danitjt  Haskel,  of 
Andover,  Maaaaohuseltfl.  Harmon  and  the  book  arc  bcth 
somewhat  striking,  though  possibly  neither  would  draw  forth 
aniveraftl  admiration.  The  youngest  of  hia  daughters  is  well 
known  to-d^y  aa  a  proaxlnenli  citizen  of  Ottawa,  and  iias  a 
markod  revoi'eQoc  for  iho  memory  of  her  father. 

Leaving  LacbiDe  in  the  service  of  McTavieh,  Frobiaher  A  Co. , 
the  young  fur  tnuler  followed  the  usual  route  up  the  Ottawa 
aod  reached  in  due  oonrae  Grand  Forta^,  which  he  oaileU 
"ihe  general  rendeinvous  for  the  fur  traders/'  He  thua 
describes  the  fort:  "  It  ia  twenty-four  rods  by  tMjty,  is  buill 
Oo  the  margin  of  the  Bay.  at  bbe  foot  of  a  Lill  or  mountain  of 
couaiJetftble  height.  Within  the  fort  tbore  is  a  consideriibl© 
number  of  dwellmg-bouBea,  ahope,  and  stores :  the  bouses  arc 
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surrounded  by  paiia&defl,  which  ore  about  eigbt^en  inohes  in 
Ji&ineter.  Tbe  other  fort,  which  abanda  fJujut  200  rode  from 
this,  belongs  to  the  X  Y  CompBny.  It  is  ooiy  three  yeaja  eiflce 
they  mkda  ah  c^^tabIishm(?llt  hore^  and  ad  yet  they  tare  bad  but 
little  HUccesa."  Harmon  waa  appointed  to  follow  John 
McDonaldf  of  Gn.rtb<  Lo  the  Upper  Sasbttcliewftn.  On  ths 
way  out,  however,  Harmon  waa  ordered  to  tho  8w(iQ  Biver 
district.  Here  he  remained  for  four  yertra,  taking  a  lively 
inter^at  fn  all  the  parts  of  a  trader's  llfe^  He  wa^  miiah  on 
tho  Assiniboine,  and  passed  the  sites  of  Brandon,  Portage  U 
Prairiet  and  WLunipeg  of  tiO-day. 

In  October,  1805,  Harmon,  having  gone  to  the  Saskat- 
chewan, took  ft?  what  was  cnlled  his  *'  country  wife  "  a  Frenoh 
Canadian  half>hreed  girl,  a^od  fourteen.  He  tatftbes  that  it  waft 
tbe  custom  of  tbe  country  Eor  the  trader  to  take  a  wife  from 
the  natives^  live  with  her  in  tha  oountry,  and  then,  on  leaving 
the  ooiinCry,  ptaoe  her  and  her  «hi1drsn  under  Uie  OATd  of  an 
honest  man  and  give  a  aertain  amouul  for  her  support.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  Harmon,  years  after,  on  leaving  the  country, 
took  his  native  fiponeo  with  hioij  and  on  La-ko  Champlain  aomfi 
of  bis  younger  cHldren  were  born.  There  were  fourteen 
ohildren  born  to  tim,  and  liia  North-West  wife  was  to  her  laat 
days  a  handsome  woman*  "  as  straight  as  an  arrow," 

During  Harmon's  time  Athabaaoa  had  not  only  ihc  X  Y  Com- 
pany, but  also  a  number  of  forts  of  the  Hudson's  fiay  Com- 
pany, Cumberland  House  was  the  nest  place  of  residonce  of 
the  fur  trader,  and  at  this  poJni  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
bonG«  was  in  charge  of  Peter  Fidlcr.  Harmon's  journal  con- 
tinues ivith  most  interesting  details  of  tks  for  trade,  which 
have  the  chaiiu  of  liveliness  and  novelty.  Allusions  ara 
constantly  mode  to  the  leading  traders,  McDonald,  Fraser. 
Tbompaon,  Qaesnel,  Stuart,  and  others  known  to  us  in  our 
researches.  In  the  course  of  time  (IdLO)  Harmon  found  bia 
way  over  ihe  Rooky  Mountain  portage  and  pursued  the  fmr 
ta:ad«  in  McLood  Lake  Fort  and  Stuart'd  Lake  in  New 
Calfidotiia,  and  bcrc  we  tnd  a  fort  called,  after  him,  Harmon'e 
Fort.  His  de«oription  of  the  Indians  Is  always  graphic,  giving 
many  striking  customs  of  the  nborigines.  About  the  end  of 
1613  Harniou's  jonmal  is  taken  up  with  aeriouB  religious 
i«fleetiona.     Ho  bod  been  titiubled  with  doubts  as    to    the 
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ra[ility  of  Cbhsti&ikity.  But  after  raading  the  SoHptorea  and 
Bucili  books  as  he  couJd  obtaui,  he  tells  us  thitt  &  new  view  of 
things  was  his.  and  that  his  future  life  became  mors  couaifiteab 
ftnduBefiil.  He  i-eoords  ub  a  aeries  of  (he  reaoluticsa  which 
he  adopted,  and  they  certainly  indioite  il  higli  ideal  ot  liia  part. 

It)  ISIG  ho  had  roalLy  become  babitunted  to  the  upper 
country-     He  gives  us  a  gtlmpae  of  his  faniiiy  : — 

"  I  now  pnsa  a  short  lime  every  day,  very  ploaaantly,  in 
teachiog  my  little  daughter  Polly  to  road  and  spell  words  io  tho 
KngtiBhlanguiLge,  iQ  which  she  loakcfl  good  programs,  though 
she  knows  not  the  meaning  of  one  of  them.  In  conversing 
with  my  children  I  use  entirely  the  Oree  Indian  bnga^q^  ; 
with  tb«r  mother  I  moro  frequently  employ  the  French,  Her 
D£tive  toogue,  however,  is  mora  famiUtir  to  her,  whieh  is  the 
reoscn  why  our  children  have  been  taught  to  speak  thai  in 
preference  to  the  Freucb  language."  In  his  journal,  nhich  at 
times  fully  shows  his  introspeetionBi  ho  ^ves  an  fvccoiiTit  of  thd 
atruggle  in  h^  own  mind  about  having  his  wife  in  the  oouiitry, 
Bs  was  the  custom  of  100  many  of  tlie  clerks  and  partiiera. 
He  had  iuBtrucbed  her  in  the  principles  of  Cbiin^tianity,  and  by 
these  prmciplea  he  was  bound  to  her  for  life.  After  eight  and 
%  half  years  spent  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rccby  Mountaitis. 
Harmon  arnved  at  Fort  Williim,  1819,  having  made  a 
journey  of  thi'ee  Lhouaand  miles  from  bts  fur-away  post  in  Naw 
CAJcdoQia,  Montreal  was  aooo  after  reached,  and  the  journal 
oomefi  to  a  cloee. 

&  BUST  so  17^(0^0 IS. 

Wa  have  seen  the  energy  and  ability  displayed  by  John 
V^Donald,  of  Garth,  known  as  *'Le  Bras  Croch."  Another 
Inder,  John  McDonald,  is  described  by  Boss  CcrK«  who  spenb 
his  life  largely  in.  the  Rocky  Mountain  region-  H&  was  known 
ae  McDonald  Grand,  "He  was  6  ft.  4  in.  in  height,  with 
broad  ehoulderSf  large  buaby  whiskers,  and  red  haii',  which 
be  allowed  to  grow  for  years  without  the  use  of  scissors, 
and  ^\Liab  soLuetimcfc,  fjilling  over  hia  face  and  sbouldera, 
gave  to  his  ooontenanoe  a  wild  and  uncouth  appearance." 
He  had  a  most  unconUoUabla  temper,  and  in  his  rage  would 
iodulge  in  a  wild  medley  of  Gaelio,  Engli^,  Frenab,  ocj 
Indim  oathfli 
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Bui  a  tihird  John  MoDonnell  waa  found  among  the  fur 
trftdeis-  He  was  a  brother  of  Miles  McDoiiJiell,  Lord  Selkirk's 
first  governor  of  the  Red  Biver  Settlement,  John  McDonEeH 
was  a  rigid  Eotnajt  C&tholic,  and  waa  iKnowD  as  "  Le  Fr^rd  " 
("  The  Prient")  from  the  fopt  that  on  the  voyage  through  the  fur 
country  he  always  tiialfiLcd  ou  obsiirvingthe  Church  faata  along 
With  hie  Freocb  CanadiaB  ^mpIoyoBn  MoDoaaell,  cu  leavinj; 
the  aarvice  of  the  North-^'eat  Company,  roihred  to  Point 
Fortune,  on  the  OttaiiT^,  and  there  engaged  in  trade. 

We  have  his  journal  for  the  yeare  1793-5^  aud  it  is  itu  ei- 
oelleufi  example  cf  tvhat  a  typical  fur  trader's  journal  would  be. 
It  ;b  minute,  accurate^  and  very  interesting,  Doriug  Ihis  period 
he  npRUt  bis  tline  ohielly  in  trading  up  and  dowu  the  AsBini- 
bome  ajid  Red  RivcrB.  A  fuw  extracta  will  sbow  the  iulerEsabiiig 
n&ture  of  hia  journal  entries  :— 

Fart  Espt'rance,  Oct  IBih,  1793.— Neil  MeKity  5et  out  to 
build  a»d  winter  at  tha  Forks  of  the  river  (jurotion  of  the 
Qu'App&Ue  and  Asainiboipe),  ailongHide  of  ^r,  Peter  Grant, 
who  hafl  made  his  pLlch  about  seven  leagues  from  bere^  Mr. 
N.  M^cKay'e  effects  were  carried  in  two  boatSf  manitged  by  five 
men  each.  Mr.  C  Grant  set  out  for  hia  qnnrterfl  of  River 
Tremblaob,  about  thirty  leagues  from  here^  The  doga  made  il 
woeful  howling  at  all  tho  departurea, 

Oct.  19iiA.— Seven  loon  warriors  came  (rom  the  banks  of  the 
^HsBonri  for  tobacco.  They  slept  ten  nighta  on  their  WH-y,  atid 
lire  emiasaries  from  a  p&rty  of  AEsiniboines  who  weot  to  vr&r 
upon  the  Sioux^ 

Oct.  20th. — The  warriors  traded  a  few  ekiue  broxxght  upon 
Iheir  backa  and  wont  off  ill  pleased  with  their  reception. 
After  dfixk,  the  dogs  kept  up  a  constant  barking,  i^hicb  induoed 
a  belief  that  some  of  the  warriors  wero  hirking  about  the  fort 
for  an  opportunity  to  steAl.  1  took  a  a  word  and  pistol  and  wont 
to  sleep  in  the  store.     Nothing  took  place. 

Oct.  3U(. — Two  of  Mr.  N.  McKay's  mea  cimo  from  the  forts, 
supposing  this  to  be  All  Saints'  Day.  EaJsed  a  flag-sts^ff, 
poplar,  fifty  feet  abovo  the  ground, 

Ww,  33nf, — The  men  were  in  ehase  of  a  white  buffalo  nU 
day,  but  could  not  petwitliin  shotof  him,  Faigrant  killed  two 
butfaio  cowK.     A  mild  day. 

Nov.  30jA.— St.  Andrew's  Day.     Hoisted  the  Bog  in  bocour 
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of  ibe  titulary  s^t  of  Bcotl&nd.  A  beautifu]  day.  E^cpecW 
MesBrs.  Peter  Grimt  and  Nell  Mo£ay  to  ditmei?.  Thej  &enb 
excuse  by  BoDiieau- 

Ikc.  9.7ul. — Sent  Mr,  Peter  Graot  a  Town  and  Country 
mftgnziiie  of  I7X.  Poitras'  wife  made  me  nine  pairs  of  shoes 
(ziiooaasmQ)> 

Jan.  \H,  1794- — Mr,  Grant  gave  the  fflen  two  gallons  of  rum 
and  lltree  fiLthoma  of  tobnuuo,  by  the  way  of  New  Ytiibt's  gift. 

(It  ia  iatcreflling  to  follow  MoDonQeli  on  one  of  hiB  journeys 
down  the  Afieimboiae.) 

Maj  Ist. — SeoTi  off  the  eauopH  early  in  the  moming,  Mr, 
GraDt  and  I  set  out  about  seven.  6]ept  at  thf:  Forks  of 
River  Qu'Appelle. 

Mcy  4£A.^Ki]led  four  buf^o  oowe  and  two  calves  and 
camped  below  the  Fort  of  MounldD  ^  La  Boaae  (n^ar  Virdeo), 
about  two  leagues. 

May  6fA. — Anivc-d  at  Ange'fl  Rircr  La  Bouria  Fort  (below 
Brandon). 

MoAf  17fft. — Pa§aed  Fort  Dea  Trembles  nnd  Portage  La 
Prairie. 

Moy  SOfA. — Arrived  %%  the  Forka  Eed  Biver  (present  cifcy  of 
Winnipeg]  about  noon. 

Mcty  ^Aih. — Arrived  at  the  L^e  (Winnipeg)  at  10  a,in. 

May  27 iJi-^ Arrived  ab  the  Sieur's  Fort  (Fort  Alexander  at 
the  month  of  Winnipeg  Eiver), 

HcDonnell  also  givea  in  his  journal  a  number  cf  particulars 
about  the  Cree  and  Assiniboine  Indiann.  deicribing  their 
religion,  marnagee,  dress,  dauceep  and  mourning.  The  reader 
is  struck  with  Ihe  differenoe  in  the  recital  by  difFerent  traders 
of  the  li^'ea  lived  by  thorn.  The  literary  faculty  ie  much  more 
developed  in  some  oaRea  than  in  others,  and  John  McDonnelt  was 
evidently  an  obeerviug  and  quick-witted  man.  He  belonged  to 
a  U-  E,  Loyohat  Scobtieh  family  that  took  a  good  position  in 
the  af&ire  of  early  Canada. 


A    FULI,  AMD   INTBBBBTDTa  ADTOBTOGHAPHY. 

That  the  firat  trader  of    the  North-Weet  whom  wo  have 

deeoribed,  Alexander  Henry,  should  have  been  followed  in  the 
Norlb-Weat  fur  trade  by  his  nephew^  Alexander  Henry,  -Jr., 
i«in  itself  a  thing  of  intereat;  but  that  the  youixger  Henry 
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should  buTC  left  us  &  most  Toluoiinous  uid  eatartainirig  jourDftl 
LA  a  ujucL  greater  matter. 

Tho  t!opy  of  tliiB  journal  is  in  Ihs  Parliamentary  liibrary  %% 
Ottawa,  and  fcmafi  two  large  bound  folio  Tolumes  of  1042  pagea, 
It  is  Dot  tho  origma!,  but  ia  a  woU-approved  copy  made  m  Ld24 
by  Georyo  Coveatrv  of  MontreaL  For  maay  years  this  maou- 
Boript  baa  been  in  the  Parliamentary  Library,  uid  extracts  have 
been  made  and  printed.  Becenbly  an  Amencan  ivriter,  Dr- 
Couos,  wbo  baa  dona  good  aervico  in  editing  iha  notable  work 
of  Lewis  and  Clark,  and  algo  that  of  Zebulou  3.  Ptka,  has 
pahUahed  a  digest  of  Haory'a  journal  and  added  to  it  very 
Bitenaire  notes  of  great  va,ln9.  The  greatest  praise  is  dLie  to 
thia  author  for  tbe  skill  with  which  be  haa  edited  tho  ionrnal, 
ftud  all  eiudenta  of  the  period  are  indebted  to  one  so  well  fitted 
to  accompliah  the  task. 

The  journal  opens,  in  i799f  with  Henry  on  the  waters  of  & 
Cributiary  of  Lakf^  Manitoba,  he  having  arrived  from  Oraod 
Portage  by  the  usual  tux  trad&ra'  route.  lu  (Lis  place  he  boilt 
a  tradmg  house  and  spent  bia  first  winter.  In  the  following 
year  the  trader  is  found  on  tho  Rod  Biver  very  near  the  forly- 
nintb  parallel  of  north  latitude,  aad  U  6Dgn.ged  in  eatabli^ing 
%  poet  at  tbe  mouth  of  the  Ptimbiua  fiiver.  a  trihutBry  of  Bed 
River,  At  this  post  Henry  remains  until  1808,  going  hither 
and  thither  in  trading  eipoditions,  oetabUahlng  new  outposts, 
coDnt«rv*'forking  the  rival  traders  of  the  X  Y  Company,  and 
paying  his  vii^ita  from  time  to  time  to  Grund  Portage. 

Henry's  eDtries  are  made  with  singular  oLearaesa  and 
re&Lifitio  force,  Ho  recites  with  tho  utmoat  frariJcness  the 
detejlfl  of  drunken  debanehery  among  tho  Indiane,  tho  plots  of 
one  oompany  to  outdo  the  oiher  in  trading  with  tba  Indians, 
and  the  bricks  of  trade  so  oommoa  at  this  period  in  the  fur 
trade. 

A  few  e^iamples  of  his  graphic  descriptionfl  may  be  given. 
"  At  beu  o'clock  I  came  to  the  point  of  wood  iu  which  tbe  fort 
was  built*  and  just  as  I  entered  the  gate  at  a  gallop,  to  take  the 
road  that  ltd  to  tho  gftte,  a  gun  was  £red  about  ton  yards  from 
me,  apparently  by  a  person  who  Irty  in  tbe  long  grasa.  My 
hursB  wftH  ftiartlod  and  jumped  on  one  side,  auorting  and 
pruiciiag;  but  I  kept  my  seat,  oalling  oub,  'Who  is  there?' 
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No  gnawer  wfts  returned,  I  iustEbatly  took  D17  gun  &om  mj 
bell,  iLOil  oocked  her  to  lirC]  foi^citinf;  she  wfta  not  loaded  and 
I  had  DO  ammunition.  I  oonid  etjll  aee  the  person  running 
in  th«  grass,  And  u-ua  disappointed  in  not  hiiviDg  a  shot  at  him. 
I  agftin  cttlled  out,  'Who  b  there?'  'C'eBt  moi,  bourgeois/  It 
proved  to  bs  one  of  my  men,  Charbanneikii.  I  w&Q  TGsed  with 
him  for  causing  me  such  eoDBtBrBation.  " 


SED   BIVEU- 

"  Fzhrttaty1^ih.\^\. — Wol vee  and  crows  are  very  numeronfl, 
ieeding  on  tbe  buffalo  oarcaasca  that  lie  in  every  direation.  I 
fihot  two  buffalo  cowa,  a  eaU,  and  two  bulls,  and  got  home 
after  daik.  I  wa^  choking  with  ihirab^  having  chaeed  thd 
buffalo  on  snow-ahooa  in  the  heal  of  the  day,  when  the  udow 
BO  adheres  that  odc  ia  ecarooly  able  bo  raise  tba  Tcct.  A 
draught  of  wator  was  the  awcotost  beverage  I  over  tasted.  An 
Indian  brought  in  a  col!  of  this  year,  which  he  found  dead. 
It  was  weU  grown,  and  muBt  have  perished  laat  night  in  the 
enow.  This  was  thought  esUaonlinary ;  the>  aay  it  denotea 
&n  early  spring. 

■'  JlMrcJt  hik. — TJie  buffalo  have  for  aome  time  been  wander- 
mg  in  every  ilirectJon.  My  men  have  raised  aud  put  tbeiv 
traps  ID  order  for  the  spring  hunt^  as  the  rrLccoona  begin  to 
oomfi  out  of  their  winter  quarters  in  the  daytime,  though  they 
retire  to  the  bellow  trees  at  night.  On  the  Sth  It  rained 
for  four  houre  ;  Freah  meab  thawed.  On  tbe  Sth  we  Baw 
the  ^rat  spiing  bii'd-  Bald  eaglea  we  have  seen  the  whok 
winter,  but  now  they  ore  numerous,  feeding  on  the  buffalo 
carcaaflea," 

During  the  Red  EJver  period  Henry  made  a  notable  journey 
in  IBOG  Across  the  plains  to  the  Mandans  on  the  Missouri- 
Two  yeara  afterward  he  bida  farewell  to  Bed  Biver  and  tho 
Aesinlboino,  andgoea  to  carry  on  ti-ads  in  the  Saskotohewan, 
While  en  the  SB,sk3,tcbewan,  whiah  was  fcr  three  years,  be  wis 
in  charge  cf  important  forts,  viz.  Fort  Vermilion,  Terra 
Blanche,  and  the  Booky  Mountain  Hoviae.  His  euergy  and 
ACi]UftinULncQ  with  the  prairie  were  well  shown  m  hia  explora- 
tioQ   of   this   great   regiou,    and    the   long   joumeya  willingly 
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undertaken  by  him.  Hie  aQOoimt  of  tbc  ivesteni  prairjas, 
especJaUy  of  the  Assinlbomea,  \%  oompleCe  ajsd  tmatworthy.  In 
fact,  he  rejoices  iu  mipplying  us  with  ibe  details  of  their  Uvea 
anil  manoera  which  we  might  well  be  epEi.red. 

A  gap  of  two  yeaJs  from  1811  ia  foimd  in  HoDTy'a  journal, 
but  It  ia  resumed  in  1813,  the  yeiu  in  which  be  crOBses  the 
Rocky  Mouatajna  and  is  found  in  the  party  sent  by  the  Norlb- 
Wesb  CompBuy  to  oheok  tbe  eucro^tchmeats  on  the  Ooltimbia 
of  the  Astor  Fur  Company,  Hia  account  of  the  voyage  on  tha 
Pacific  ig  regarded  la  valuable,  and  Dr.  Cones  saya  aorae- 
what  quaintly:  *' His  work  is  ho  trnportant  a  concordance 
that  if  FrF^Qcbere,  Cox,  and  Boss  be  regarded  as  the 
eynoptioal  wiitcra  of  Aetcria,  then  Heory  fm-mahe&  the  foiu^ 
Gospel." 

After  the  surrender  of  Astoria  to  the  North-Waat  Company 
and  its  occupatioii  by  the  Britigh,  aome  of  the  Nor'-Weslers 
returned,  John  McDoaald  of  Gartb,  as  wc  have  seen,  croaaed 
the  moimtains.  In  Lis  journal  oocura  a.  fiigniUcant  entry; 
"Mr.  !a  Rogue  brings  the  melancholy  intflUigenoe  that 
MeaHrs-  D,  McTavishj  Aleiander  Henry,  and  five  Bailors  were 
drowned  od  May  2i]Qd  last,  in  going  out  in  a  boat  from  Fort 
George  to  the  vessel  called  the  Uaat  Todd."  Eosa  Ccn  gives 
a  circumstantial  account  of  this  sad  acddent,  tbougb,  alrang^ 
to  say,  lie  does  not  mention  tbe  name  oE  Henry,  whUe  giviog 
that  of  D,  MoTavish, 

It  is  aoraawhat  etarthng  to  us  to  find  that  Henry  continued 
his  journiil  up  bo  the  very  day  before  big  dea-lh,  hie  la«t 
eontence  being,  "  The  neathei-  cleared  upn" 


±   TRlDza  I.OBT    POE   FOBTT   DAYS. 

Lying  before  the  writer  U  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  John 
Pritcbard  of  ihe  X  Y  Company,  written  in  1S05,  giving  an 
EWODunl  of  a  forty  daya*  adTenture  of  a  moht  llirilHng  kind. 
Pritchard  was  in  charge  of  the  X  Y  Fort  fLt  the  mouth  of  iho 
Souris  EJver  on  the  Asainiboine'  He  had  on  June  10th  ^ono 
vntb  one  oJ  tbe  clerks  up  tbe  Biver  Assiniboine,  intending  bo 
reach  Qu'Appelle  Fort,  a  distance  of  120  milea.  All  wenfc  weD 
tUl  Hontagne  h  la  Bosse  wBiB   reacbed,  where    there   was   ft 
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tr&ding  bou&c.  Going  wc^t^ardf  the  two  trnders  were 
Bepamtod  in  looking  for  the  horaoB.  Pritcbiu-d  lit  fires  for 
two  days,  but  cnuld  attract  no  attention.  Then  he  rea.lized 
that  he  w&b  lost.  Misled  by  tbe  belts  of  timber  a,loug  the 
different  etreams,  be  went  along  tba  Pipestone,  thinking  be- 
w&s  going  towards  the  Assiniboine,  In  this  be  was  oiistaken. 
Painfully  ba  crepl;  along  the  riv(ir,  his  strength  baving  nearly 
gone.  Living  on  iroge,  two  hawks,  and  a  few  other  birds,  lie 
says  at  the  end  of  ten  days,  "  I  poromvad  my  body  completely 
wasted,  Notliing  was  leJt  ma  but  my  bonea,  covered  with  a 
skin  thinner  than  paper.  I  w&B  porfectly  n&ked,  my  clothes 
having  been  worn  in  making  shoes,  with  wblob  I  probeated  my 
bruised  and  bleeding  feet/' 

Some  days  after,  Pritcbard  found  a  nefit  of  small  eggs  and 
lived  on  thftm.  He  nays,  "  How  mortifying  to  me  to  see  the 
buffalo  qjeiiobing  their  tbii&t  in  every  laku  near  to  which  I 
slept,  and  geese  and  swane  in  abundance,  whilst  1  was  dying  of 
hunger  in  thia  land  of  plenty,  for  waut  of  wberewitb  to  kJU," 
After  trying  to  make  a  hook  and  line  to  fisb,  and  failing ;  after 
being  tt^Dipted  to  lie  down  &nd  give  up  hfe,  be  caught  11  ben 
grouse,  which  greatly  strengthened  him,  as  he  cooked  and  ate 
it.  He  bad  now  crossed  the  fioum  Hiver,  thinking  it  to  bo  the 
Aflsiniboine,  and  came  upon  a  great  plain  where  tba  prairie 
turnip  (Psoralea  escuienba)  giew  plentifully.  Pubhing  south- 
ward, being  sustained  by  the  bulba  of  tbis**poipmcbianche/'as 
it  is  called  by  the  IVencb  voyagonrs.  Pritohard  came  at  length 
to  Whitewflt*ir  Lake,  near  Turtle  Mountain,  and  here  found  two 
vaeanii  wintering  bousaa  of  the  iur  traders.  He  now  was  able 
to  identify  hi^  locality  and  to  estimate  that  be  was  sixty  miles 
directly  south  of  his  trading  poet.  His  Eeet,  pierced  by  the 
sp«ar  grass  (Stipa  spartea),  were  now  in  a  dreodfuJ  condition. 
He  found  a  pair  of  old  shoes  in  the  vacant  fort  and  sevenii  pairs 
r       of  aooka, 

^1        Ho  detenniuod  to  move  northward  to  bis  fort.     Boon  he  was 

^^^grt*^  a  band  of   Indians,  who    were   alarmed  at  his  worn 

^^^^PREhQce .     The  natives  took  good  care  of  him  and  eoiried 

him,  at  tinies  unconscious,  to  bis  fort,  which  he  reached  after 

an  absence  of  forty  dnye*    Hosavfl,  "  Picture  to  yourself  a  man 

whoBe  bones  are  Ecraped,  not  an  atom  of  de&b  remaining,  then 
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dead,  was  well  known  on  the  Bed  River,  &nd  aooomp&nied  one 
of  the  esplorations  to  the  for  north. 

Laroeque  did  not  continue  long  in  the  for  trade,  but  went 
to  Montreal  and  embarked  in  businesa  in  which  he  was  very 
unsuccessfiil.  He  spent  the  lofit  yeara  of  his  life  in  retirement 
ftnd  close  atudyj  and  died  m  the  Grey  nunnery  in  a  Lower 
Canadian  parish. 


K 


OHAPTEH  XX. 


rsB  LOEina  of  thb  nA£SB  akd  Fonsats. — in. 

Dftflbing  FreaGh  traclsr — "The  countrj  oE  fitshioJi  ^ — An  air  of 
greftt  rtiperiority — The  road  in  that  of  lieavan — Enough  U>  io- 
limidaU  n  Cmsjir — ''  The  Boar  "  and  the  "  Little  Uranch  "—Yot 
tnore  nun— A  grcnt  IriBlmmii — "In  the  wigwikm  of  ^Vabogiab 
dwelt-  bis  K'outiful  daughter'' — Wtidgo  of  coid — Johniton  nud 
Bctiiy  Schoolctfift  ■' Duncun  C^meroa  on  Lake  Supf!H^>r-  Hia 
tic»a  of  tridc— Peter  Grant,  the  remly  writer — PadiUinfi  tlia 
«&noo — Indian  folk-Loro  — Chippawu  bufiala — Romnrlcablo  maa 
uilI  gr^at  LinanciurB,  nuirvulloua  oxploren,  fn^e  t^adnrs. 


A  DABHIKG  FAESCH  TOADBO — FBAlf gQTS  VIOTOH  UALBIOT- 

A  OAV  and  iQCeOigeat  French  Iftd,  takea  with  (ho  destro  of 
leAding  the  life  of  ihe  tiaders  in  the  '*  Qppet  oountry  "  (pays 
d'cn  hauit),  at  the  age  ot  MteeM  desetted  school  and  ontored  th9 
North-West  CompziDj.  In  1796,  at  the  ago  cf  t^enty>  ha  v^as 
promoted  to  a  olerkship  und  e&nt  to  a  post  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  Red  Riviii'  coiiotty.  On  ikcctiunb  of  his  inferior  eduofttioa 
lie  WBA  never  adranced  to  tha  chajge  of  &  poab  lu  the  Com^ 
poioy's  aervico,  but  bo  wa5  always  noted  for  bia  oourago  nnd 
tbe  great  energy  diapkyed  by  him  in  action-  In  1804 
Malhiot  wag  sent  Co  Wisconsin,  where  he  oarried  on  trade. 

For  the  North-West  Company  ihei-c  he  bLult  a  foit  and 
wnged  a  rigorous  warfare  with  the  other  traderai  strong  drii^k 
being  one  of  Ihe  tnost  ready  wenpocs  in  the  eonteet-  la  IQOl 
the  trader  married  afCer  the  "  country  fnshiou  "  (d  fa /a^fln  fi« 
payi)^  i^e.  m  wq  have  explained,  be  had  token  an  Indian  woman 
to  be  his  wifcn  wiih  the  uoderatanding  that  whoa  ho  retired 
from  the  iur  trade,  she  should  be  left  provided  for  as  to  bor 
living,  but  be  froQ  to  marry  another. 

Malbiot  tired  of  Ihe  fur  triule  in  1307  aod  returned  to  Lower 
Can£bd»»  where  he  bred  till  hh  death*     Mcdluot's  Indian  wifa 
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was  afterwards  twice  married,  and  one  of  her  sons  by  the  third 
marriage  became  a  member  of  the  lie^^ture  in  Lower 
Canada,  A  brother  of  Malhiot's  became  a  colonel  in  the 
British  army  in  Indiaj  and  another  brother  was  an  influential 
man  in  bis  Dative  province. 

Few  traders  had  more  adventures  than  this  French  Canadian. 
Stationed  weBt  of  Lake  Superior,  at  Lac  du  Flambeau,  Malhiot 
found  himself  surroonded  by  men  of  the  X  Y  Company,  and  be 
assumed  an  air  of  great  superiority  in  his  deaUngs  with  the 
Indians.  Two  of  hie  companions  introduced  him  to  the 
savages  as  the  brother  of  William  McGilhvray,  the  head  of  the 
North- West  Company,  He  says,  ''This  thing  has  produced 
a  very  good  effect  up  to  the  present,  for  they  never  name  me 
otherwise  than  as  their  'father/  I  am  glad  to  believe  that 
they  will  respect  me  more  than  they  otherwise  would  have 
done,  and  will  do  themselves  the  honour  of  trading  with  me 
this  winter.'* 

Speaking  of  the  rough  country  through  which  he  was  passing, 
Malhiot  says,  "  Of  all  the  passages  and  places  that  I  have  been 
able  to  see  during  the  thirteen  years  in  which  I  travelled,  this 
ie  the  most  frightful  and  unattractive.  The  road  of  the  portage 
is  truly  that  of  heaven,  for  it  is  straight,  full  of  obstacles, 
slippery  places,  thorns,  and  bogs.  The  men  who  pass  it  loaded, 
and  who  are  obliged  to  carry  over  it  bales,  certainly  deserve  the 
name  of  *men.' 

"  This  villainous  portage  is  only  inhabited  by  owls^  because 
no  other  animal  could  find  its  living  there,  and  the  cries  of 
these  solitary  birds  are  enough  to  frighten  an  angel  and  to 
intimidate  a  Csesar." 

Malhiot  maintained  his  dignified  attitude  to  the  Indians  and 
held  great  conferences  with  the  chiefs,  always  with  an  eye  to 
the  improvement  of  trade^     To  one  he  says; — 

"Mt  Father, — It  is  with  great  joy  that  I  smoke  in  thy 
pipe  of  peace  and  that  I  receive  thy  word.  Our  chief  trader  at 
Kaministiquia  will  accept  it,  I  trust,  this  spring,  with  satisfac- 
tion, and  he  will  send  thee  a  mark  of  his  Mendship,  if  thou  dost 
continue  to  do  well.  So  I  take  oourage  I  Only  be  as  one  and 
look  at  the  fort  of  the  X  T  from  a  distance  if  thou  dost  wish  to 
attain  to  what  thou  desireat." 
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Id  April  1S05,  the  trader  suys,  "  kfy  people  h&ve  GuiaheJ 
building  my  fort,  and  it  is  the  prettiest  of  any  io  the  Indian 
country,  Loii|^  livo  the  North- West  Company  I  Honour  to 
Malhiotl" 

Malhiot  gives  »^  very  aad  picCure  of  the  degeiBmcy  of  the 
trade  at  thia  tinae.  produced  by  the  use  of  strong  drink  in 
gaioing  tht^  Erii>ndship  of  the  Indians,  A  cinglo  example  may 
anffice  to  show  the  state  of  affaire, 

^j/rti  96M. — ■■The  son  of  'Whetstone,'  brolber-in-law  of 
Chorett«,  CMne  here  this  evBcing  and  mode  roe  &  preaenb  of 
OQC  otter,  15  rat^,  and  12  Ibs^  of  sugar,  for  which  1  gave  him 
4  pota  of  mm.  He  made  them  driiok  at  Chore  tie's  with  the 
■Indians/  the  *  Bear/  and  'the  Little  Branch/  When  they 
were  well  intosicftted,  they  cleared  tbe  bouse,  very  nearly  killed 
ChorcttOt  Bbot  La  Lancotte,  and  broko  open  tho  etore-bouac. 
Tbey  oarried  oway  two  niter?,  for  which  I  gave  them  more 
mm  tbiR  morning,  but  without  knowing  they  huA  been  atnlen. 
All  this  destruction  occurred  because  Chorette  hod  promised 
tbem  more  rum^  itad  that  he  htid  not  any  more/' 

Malhiot's  journal  cloees  with  the  etatedent  that  after  a  long 
journey  from  the  interior  he  and  hia  party  h&d  camped  in  view 
of  the  island  at  Grand  Portftge. 


AN    UtlfiHMAJJ    OP    OTBTWCTIOK. 

In  the  cocfLict  of  the  North-West,  X  Y,  and  Hudaon'e  Day 
Compauius^  it  isinteroatin^tooomtr  upon  the  life  and  writing  of 
an  Irifihnian,  a  man  cf  means,  who,  out  of  ]ovefL>r  thewiM<s  o( 
Lake  Supenor.  settled  down  upon  its  ahures  and  became  &  "  free 
trader/*  as  he  was  called.  This  was  John  Johnston »  who  oamfi 
to  Montrs*!,  enjoyed  the  fnendship  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  the 
Governor  of  Canada,  and  hearing  of  tha  romantic  life  of  the  fur 
traders,  plungedinbo  the  interior,  in  1792  H«tUtid  at;  La  Pointer 
on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  and  establisbod  himself  oB 
an  independent  trader,  A  gentleman  of  b;rth  and  education, 
Johnston  seems  to  have  poase^aod  a  refined  and  even  religious 
Bphrit.  RUtxl  wJLb  high  thoughts  inspired  by  a  rocky  and 
romantic  island  along  the  ahorc,  he  named  it  '^  Contemplation 
Island."  Determined  to  pass  his  life  ou  the  rucky  but  pictur- 
esque shoreH  of  Luke  SapeHor,  JohnaLon  became  friendly  with 
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the  Indiati  people.  The  old  story  of  love  and  marri&ge  comes 
in  here  &lso.  The  chief  of  the  region  was  Wabogish,  the 
"White  Fisher,"  whose  power  extended  as  far  west  as  the 
Mississippi^  In  the  wi^am  of  Wabogish  dwelt  hia  beaa^lfol 
daughter.  Her  hand  had  been  sought  by  many  young  braves, 
but  she  had  refused  tbeia  all^  The  handsome,  sprightly  Irish- 
man had,  however,  gained  her  affections,  and  proposed  to  her 
father  for  her.  Writing  Jong  afterward  be  describes  her  as  she 
WEis  when  he  first  saw  her,  a  year  after  his  arrival  on  the  shores 
of  Lake  Superior.  "Wabogish  or  the  'White  Fisber/  the 
chief  of  La  Pointe*  made  his  sugar  on  the  skirts  of  a  high 
mountain,  fbur  days'  march  from  the  entrance  of  the  river  to 
the  south-east.  His  eldest  daughter,  a  girl  of  fourteen,  exceed- 
ingly  handsome,  with  a  cousin  of  bers  who  was  two  or  three 
years  older,  rambling  one  day  up  the  eastern  side  of  the  moun- 
tain, came  to  a  perpendicular  cliff  exactly  fronting  the  rising  sun. 
Hear  the  base  of  the  chff  they  found  a  piece  of  yellow  metal, 
as  they  called  it,  about  eighteen  inches  long,  a  foot  broad,  four 
inches  thick  and  perfectly  smooth.  It  was  so  heavy  that  they 
could  raise  it  only  with  great  difficulty.  After  examining  it  for 
some  time,  it  occurred  to  the  eldest  girl  that  it  belonged  to 
the  '  Gitche  Manitou,'  'The  Great  Spirit,*  upon  which  they 
abandoned  the  place  with  precipitation. 

"  As  the  Chippewas  are  not  idolators,  it  occurs  to  me  that 
some  of  the  southern  tribes  must  have  emigrated  thus  far  to 
the  North,  and  that  the  piece  either  of  copper  or  of  gold  is  part 
of  an  altar  dedicated  to  the  sun.  If  my  conjecture  is  right,  the 
slab  is  more  probably  gold,  as  the  Mexicans  have  more  of  that 
metal  than  they  have  of  copper." 

Theadvancesof  Johnston  toward  chief  Wabogish  for  marriage 
to  his  daughter  were  for  a  time  resisted  by  the  forest  magnate- 
Afraid  of  the  marriages  made  after  the  country  fashion,  he 
advised  Johnston  to  return  to  his  native  country  for  a  time. 
If,  after  a  su^cient  absence,  his  affection  for  his  daughter 
should  still  remain  strong,  he  would  consent  to  their  marriage. 
Johnston  returned  to  Ireland,  disposed  of  his  property,  and 
oome  back  to  Lake  Superior  to  claim  his  bride. 

Johnston  settled  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  where  he  bad  a  "  very 
eoDsiderable  establishment  with  extensive  plantations  of  com 
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B.n(1  vegecs.bles,  a  beantlfu]  garden,  a.  cf^mEortable  house,  a  good 
iilirary,  and  earned  on  an  importjint  trade," 

During  the  war  of  1814  be  oo-opBrit*d  with  tbe  Britisb 
oommaDdant,  Colonel  MoDooald,  ia  taking  tbe  island  of 
MLcbiliraitckm^Lc  from  tbe  Americojis,  While  Qhsent,  tbe 
AniericoEi  espedilioc  Injideil  at  Sault  Sta-  Marie,  and  sei  fire  to 
iTob&atrOn's  bouga,  atables.  G<i3d  other  buildings,  £md  theso  were 
burnt  to  tljo  ground,  hia  wife  and  obiJdren  viewing  tho  deatruo- 
tion  of  their  home  from  the  neighbouring  woods. 

Mitsaon  saja;  "  A  faw  years  afterwards,  Mr.  Johnslon  anoe 
more  risilied  bis  native  land,  accompanied  by  his  wife  aad 
hiB  eldest  daughter,  a  young  lady  of  Burpaesing  beauty.  Every 
iiidui^emenc  wan  offered  lo  them  to  remain  in  the  old  country, 
the  Diikt^  ;iiid  Ducbena  of  Nortliumhetlaad  having  even  offertd 
to  adopt  their  daughter.  They  preferred,  however,  returning 
to  the  fiboros  of  L&ke  Superior,  where  Miafi  Jobneton  was 
married  to  Mr.  Henry  Schoolerall.  ihe  United  States  Indian 
agent  at  Bault  Ste.  Marie,  and  the  diRtingtiiaheid  author  of  the 
■  Ilistory  of  the  Indian  Tribea  of  the  United  Stetee.' **  Mi. 
Johnston  wrote  ^'  An  Account  of  Lake  Superior"  at theroqne&t 
of  Btideriek  MoKenzie.  Thig  we  have,  but  it  is  chiefly  a 
get)graphiiui]  dsscripliun  of  the  groKtesl  of  Amtricau  lakes. 
Johnston  died  at  Sault  Bte.  Marie  in  1828." 


A   CBTHElcrPfED   TlUDBa   OP  LAIE    fiUPBHIOH, 

A  mo^  daring  and  ioapuJsivo  Colt  was  Duncan  Cameron. 
He  and  hi3  family  were  Scottish  D.  E.  Loyalists  from  the 
Mohawk  River  in  New  York  State.  As  a  young  man  he 
entered  the  fur  trade,  and  was  despatched  to  the  region  on 
Lake  Superior  to  serve  undor  Mr.  Shaw,  tbe  fatber  of  Angus 
Sbaw,  of  whom  we  have  already  apoken.  In  1786  Cameron 
became  a  clerk  and  was  plaued  in  charge  of  tbe  Nepigon 
district,  an  importaut  field  for  hia  energies.  Though  this 
region  was  a  difficult  one,  yet  by  hard  ^-ork  ho  made  it 
remunerative  to  hia  Company.  Speaking  of  hi^  illnesSj 
caused  by  exposure,  be  Haya,  in  writing  a  letLncr  to  his  Friend, 
"  I  can  assure  you  IE;  is  with  great  diSioulty  I  can  hold  my  pen, 
but  I  must  tell  you  that  tbe  X  Y  sends  into  tho  Nepigou  this 
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year:  therefore,  Bbouli  I  leave  my  bonea  there,  I  shall  go  to 

In  reBpcnse  to  the  application  of  Roderick  MGKeDzie» 
Duncaa  Camerou  sent  a  descriptioa  of  (be  Nepigon  district 
and  n  journal  of  one  of  Ilia  joarneya  to  ihe  interioi".  From 
tboBe  WQ  may  give  n  few  extmcta.  P^asmi;  over  bis  rather 
full  and  dtit<ail^l  acuount  of  SaiilLrt-jiUi  Indlims  of  ihia region,  we 
find  ihati  he  fipeaks  m  a  joutd&I  which  ta  in  a  very  damaged 
condition,  of  bis  visit  bo  Osn&burgh  Fort,  a  Radeon's  Bay 
Company  fort  built  in  1786,  and  of  hifl  decision  bo  eend  a  p&rty 
to  trado  in  tbo  latenor.  There  is  abondant  evidence  of  tbs 
gte&t  part  played  by  strocg  drink  at  this  time  In  the  fur 
country. 

"Cotton  Sbirl;,  a  haughty  Indian  chief,  has  always  been  v«ry 
faithful  to  me  theaa  severnt  years  past;.  He  is,  without  ex- 
ception, the  best  hunter  in  the  whole  deparlajent,  and  passea 
as  having  in  consequence  great  influence  over  me-  One  of  liis 
elder  brothers  apoke  tiest  and  BEJd  tbut  he  was  now  grown  up 
to  a  muTi;  tbal  '  bia  fort/  us  lie  calU  Osuaburgb,  was  Loo  far 
off  for  the  winter  trade ;  thai  if  I  left  anyone  here,  hd  would 
come  to  thom  with  winter  skins;  he  could  not  livo  without 
getting  drunk  three  or  four  timea  at  teft-st,  but  trhat  I  muat 
leave  a  clerk  to  deal  with  him,  aa  be  was  above  trading  with 
any  young  tindBr-atrBppei~s.  I  told  him  that  if  I  consented 
to  leave  a  person  here,  I  would  leave  one  that  had  both  senae 
and  know^ledge  enough  to  know  how  to  use  him  well,  as  alao 
any  other  great  man.  This  Indian  had  been  epoiled  by  the 
H.  B,  people  at  Osnabur^b  Fortn  wheie  he  may  conHider  bim 
floaster.     He  had  been,  invited  to  dine  there  Jast  spring/' 

"  Thi9  great  Engliah  partisan,  a  few  weeks  ago,  bad  hla  noas 
bit  off  by  bla  son-iD-law  at  the  door  of  what  he  calls  '  his  ftirb,' 
He  is  oot  yet  coined,  and  says  thab  a  great  man  lika  him  must 
not  get  aogry  or  lake  any  revenge,  eapeoialiy  when  he  atanda 
ID  awe  of  the  one  who  ill-used  him,  for  there  is  nothing 
an  Indiitn  will  not  do  rs.ther  than  admit  himself  to  he  & 
coward," 

"  My  canoe  was  very  much  hampered ;  I  put  a  mii-n  and  hii 
wife  in  the  amall  canoe  and  embarked  in  iho  other  small  eanoe 
wiib  my  guidea,  after  giving  some  liquor  to  ibe  old  man  and 
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hia  GODfl,  who  must  remain  here  tio-day  to  i^y  anJ  pitck  aU  thair 
ihree  canoes.  Wq  wsnt  on  liH  welt  as  we  couIlI  against  %  oold 
bead  wLnd  till  the  b;g  o&noe  got  on  a  atone  which  titsarly  up8Qt 
her  and  toro  a  pioco  two  feet  squitro  out  of  her  bottom.  She 
filled  immediately,  and  tbe  roen  AJid  goods  were  all  in  danger 
of  goiog  to  the  bottom  before  they  reached  the  shore  \  notwith- 
at&nding  their  efforts,  she  seuk  in  three  feeb  of  water.  We 
hastened  to  get  everything  out  of  her,  but  my  sugar  and  iheir 
molaases  v^ere  damaged,  but  worse  than  all,  my  powder,  which 
I  irumediately  exJimhied,  wns  considerahly  damaged/' 

*' Hiving  decided  to  establieb  a  fort,  we  all  set  to  work; 
four  men  to  build,  one  to  equELre  boards  for  the  doors,  timber 
for  ibe  6oorB,  and  shelves  for  the  shops,  the  two  others  to 
attend  the  rest.  .  .  .  There  are  now  eight  Indiana  here,  all 
drunk  and  vary  ttoubleaoEci©  to  my  neighbour,  who,  I  believe. 
iG  ELB  dnmk  afi  thcmeelvcs  ;  they  are  all  very  civil  to  me,  aod  flo 
they  may,  for  I  am  giving  th&m  plenty  to  drink,  without  getting 
anything  from  them  as  yet/' 

"Thia  man  (an  Indian  from  Bed  Lake)  tells  mo  that  the 
EnghBb  (H.  B.  Oo.)>  the  X  Y,  aod  Mi.  Adliomar  (a  free  trader) 
were  sLnNing  who  would  squander  the  most  and  thereby  pleaee 
the  Indiana  l>tiSD,  hut  thn  cDn^tquence  will  h^  tha(;  the  Indiana 
wIU  get  aU  bhoy  witat  for  halE  the  value  and  laugh  aX  them  sM, 
io  the  cud.  He  told  mo  that  an  Indiaa,  who  I  know  very  well 
to  have  no  influence  on  anyone  but  bimaelf,  got  6ve  kegs  of 
milt  high  wiuea  to  btm&ell  alone  hel-ween  the  tbi^e  houses  and 
took  200  Bkins  credit;  that  all  the  Indiana  wero  fifteen  days 
without  getting  sober.  I  leave  it  to  any  rational  beinglojudgfi 
what  thai  Indian's  skina  will  coat." 

"  Another  circumt;ianca  which  will  tend  to  injure  the  trade 
Tory  much,  ao  loog  as  we  bare  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
agfti&st  us,  ia  the  premium  tbey  allow  every  factor  or  master 
on  whalevu-r  nuinbei'  of  ddns  ibey  obtain-  Those  people  do 
oot  care  at  what  prioe  they  buy  or  whether  their  employes 
g&in  by  them,  so  long  as  they  hibve  their  premium,  which  acts 
them  in  oppositiou  to  one  anoLher  almost  as  much  as  ihey  ara 
to  ua-  The  honourable  Hudson's  Bay  Company  proprietors 
very  Ihtle  knew  their  own  intareati  when  tbey  first  allowed  thia 
interest  to  iheir  '  o£&ccra,'  as  they  call  them,  as  it  certainly  h&d 
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nob  the  desired  effect,  for,  if  it  added  seme  to  their  exertions,  it 
led  in  a  great  degree  to  the  squandering  of  their  goods,  as  thejr 
are  in  general  both  needy  and  selfiah/' 

PETBK   GKAKT,    THE    HISTOBIOGRAPHBB. 

While  many  journals  and  sketchoa  were  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Roderick  McKenzie,  none  of  them  were  of  so  high  a  character 
ID  completeneas  and  style  as  that  of  Mr.  Peter  Grant  on  the 
Saulteaux  Indians-  Peter  Grant,  as  qiiite  a  young  man  at  the 
ftge  of  twenty,  joined  the  Nortb-West  Company  in  1784,  Seven 
years  afterward  he  had  become  a  partner,  had  charge  of  Rainy 
Lake  district,  and  afterward  that  of  the  Bed  River  department. 
His  sketch  of  the  Indians  marks  him  as  a  keen  observer  and  a 
facile  writer,     Some  of  his  descriptions  are  CKceltent  : — 

"  The  fniits  found  in  this  country  are  the  wild  plum,  a  small 
sort  of  wild  cherry,  wild  currants  of  different  kinds,  gooseberries, 
strawberries,  raspberries,  brambleberries,  blackberries,  choke 
cherries,  wild  grapes,  sand  cherries,  a  delicious  fruit  which 
grows  on  a  small  shrub  near  saudy  shores,  and  another  blue- 
berry, a  fine  fruit  not  larger  than  a  currant,  tasting  much  like 
a  pear  and  growing  on  a  smaH  tree  about  the  size  of  a  willow. 
(No  doubt  the  Saskatoon  berry, — Ed,)  In  the  swamps  you 
find  two  kinds  of  cranberries-  Hasel  nuts,  but  of  very  in- 
ferior quality,  grow  near  the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  lakes. 
A  kind  of  wild  rice  grows  spontaneously  in  the  small  muddy 
creeks  and  bays." 

**The  North-West  Company's  canoes,  manned  with  five  men, 
oarry  about  3000  lbs. ;  they  seldom  draw  more  than  eighteen 
inches  of  water  and  go  generally  at  the  rate  of  sis  miles  an 
hour  in  calm  weather.  When  arrived  at  a  portage,  the  bow- 
maD  instantly  jumps  in  the  water  to  prevent  the  canoe  from 
touching  the  bottom,  while  the  others  tie  then-  slings  to  the 
packages  in  the  canoe  and  swing  them  on  their  backs  to  carry 
over  the  portage.  The  bow-man  and  the  steersman  carry  their 
canoe,  a  duty  from  which  the  middle  men  are  exempt.  The 
whole  is  conducted  with  astonishing  expedition,  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  enthusiasDi  which  always  attends  their  long 
and  perilous  voyages.  It  is  pleasing  to  see  them,  when  the 
weather  is  calm  and  serene,  paddling  m  their  canoes,  singing 
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in  cboruB  their  aimple,  melodious  etiuing,  ftad  keeping  c^act 
time  with  their  paddlea,  ^hich  ctfeotu(tlly  beguUoa  tbcir  Iftboura- 
When  they  arrive  at  &  rapid,  Ibe  guide  or  foreman's  businflBti 
1b  to  explore  the  waters  prftviou3  to  their  rumiing  3own  with 
their  cauoes.  and,  according  to  Uie  bEiighb  of  the  \vibber,  bhe>- 
either  lighten  the  canoe  by  ta.king  out  part  of  the  cargo  ^ud 
carry  it  overland,  or  mo  down  the  whole  load." 

Speaking  of  the  Saulteaui,  Grant  says,  '-The  8a-ulteanx  are< 
ui  general,  of  tha  oommon  etAture,  well  proportioned,  though 
incliiiiri^  to  iL  filcnder  make,  which  woold  indicate  more  agility 
than  stroDgth.  Their  oomplexion  is  a  whltiah  cast  of  the 
copper  colour,  their  hair  black,  long,  straight,  ODd  of  a  very 
strong  teiture,  the  point  of  the  no»i}  rntlier  fiat,  aud  a  cerluit] 
luIncBS  in  tbe  lip&,  but  not  aufficient  to  spoil  the  appearance 
of  tbe  mouth.  The  leetb,  of  a  beautiful  ivory  white,  are 
regular,  well  net,  ncd  seldom  fail  them  even  in  tbe  most  nd- 
VAnced  period  of  life  ',  their  cheeta  are  high  and  ntthar  promi- 
nont,  their  eyee  black  and  lively,  their  countenance  ia  generally 
pleasant,  and  the  Bymmetry  of  tboir  features  ia  such  as  to 
conatitule  what  can  bd  called  handsome  faces. 

"Thtir  pa-isionB.  whetbtr  of  a  benevolent  or  itilachievous 
tendency.  Otre  always  more  violent  than  ours,  I  beltove  this 
baa  b&QU  found  to  be  the  case  with  all  barbarous  nabiona  who 
never  cultivate  tbe  mind;  heuee  the  croeltiea  imputed  to 
savages,  JJi  (general,  towanls  their  enemies.  Though  these 
people  cannot  be  acquitted  from  eome  degree  of  that  ferocious 
barbarity  which  chariLCteriKea  the  savages,  they  tti'c,  however, 
fre%f  from  that  deliberate  eiTtelty  which  has  been  on  oftee  im- 
puted H>  other  barbarous  natives.  They  are  content  Ui  kill  and 
scalp  tbeix'  enemy,  and  never  reaerva  a  piisoner  for  the  rufiued 
tortures  of  &  lingering  and  cruel  death." 

'*The  Saulteaui  have,  properly  speaking,  no  regular  system 
of  government  and  hut  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  Ihe  difTerent 
miks  of  society  ho  abaolutcly  necessary  in  oil  oirilised 
countries,  Tlieir  leading:  men  or  chief  magifltratcs  are  petty 
chitfs,  whose  dignity  is  hereditary,  but  whose  authority  is  con- 
fined within  the  narrow  circle  of  their  own  partioulai*  tribe  or 
relatives.  There  are  no  esLahUslied  laws  to  euforce  ol>edjeuce  -, 
sXi  is  voluutfu'y.  and  yet,  sueh  is  their  ooofidenoe  and  rcspaoE; 
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for  (k^ir  chiefs,  that  In&tancea  of  mutiny  or  diEobedlenoa  ba 
ordera  &re  very  rare  among  thorn. 

■*A3  to  religion,  Gitche  Mauitou,  or  the  'Mftftter  o£  Life," 
claims  tlie  Urat  rauk  in  tlteir  dttvotioD.  To  hitn  tbey  abtri- 
bute  the  orcaiion  of  Ihe  heaveiie,  of  Uie  vr&ters,  and  of  that 
^rtion  of  the  earth  bayond  tho  aao.  from  which  white  peopla 
come.  He  \%  also  the  autbor  of  lifo  and  denth,  ta,klug  pleftsure 
in  promolLiig  the  happioeaa  of  the  virtuous,  and  having,  lika- 
wiae,  the  power  of  punishing  the  wicked.  Wiskcndjac  is  noxt 
m  power.  He  ia  siiid  to  be  the  creator  of  oil  the  Indiivn  tribos, 
the  aouutry  they  Inhabit  and  all  it  contaLns.  The  last  of 
tkoir  deitiea  is  called  Match  i  -  Man  itou,  or  the  'Bad  Spirit.' 
He  ia  the  author  of  evil,  but  euhjecti  to  thecantrolof  theGitcho 
Mftnitou,  Though  be  ia  justly  hold  in  great  dotostation,  it  ia 
thought  good  policy  to  smooth  hia  anger  byainging  andbeathig 
the  drum, 

"  When  Lfe  ie  gone,  the  body  of  the  dead  b  addressed  by  some 
CHbnd  of  the  deceased  in  a  long  Bpaeeb,  in  wbieh  he  boge  of 
bim  to  tako  courage,  and  pui-gue  hia  joarney  to  bhe  Great 
Ideadow.  observing  that  nil  hia  departed  friends  zLud  relabioua 
ore  anxJoualy  wailing  to  recciro  him,  and  that  his  surviving 
friends  will  soon  foUow- 

**  The  body  is  then  decently  dressed  and  wrapped  in  a  new 
blanket,  with  oew  shoes,  garnished  and  pa-inted  with  vemiihon, 
on  the  feetn  It  la  kept  one  night  in  the  lodge,  ^bnd  is  next  day 
buried  in  the  earth.  After  burial  thoy  either  raiso  a  polo  of 
wood  over  the  grave,  or  enctoaa  it  with  a  fence.  At  the  head 
of  the  grave  a  small  post  is  erected,  oo  which  they  cai^e  the 
particular  mark  of  the  tnbo  to  whom  the  deceased  belonged. 
The  bodies  of  some  o(  their  most  celebrated  chiefe  are  raised 
i3port  n  high  floaffold,  with  fiags  dying,  and  the  scalpa  of  their 
enemies.  It  is  atLHtomury  with  their  warriors,  at  tbe  funeral 
of  their  grj^at  men,  to  strike  the  poat  jLiid  relate  all  their  martial 
svements,  as  they  do  in  the  war  dance,  and  their  funeral 
ioergmonies  g^naratly  conclude  hy  a  feast  round  the  grave." 

Grant,  in  1794,  built  the  post  on  the  Asainiboine  at  the  mouth 
of  Shell  River,  and  five  years  afterward  was  in  charge  of  tho 
'lort  on  the  Rainy  Lake.  About  tho  same  time  be  erected  a 
poet,  probably  the  first  on  the  Eed  River,  io  the  neighbourhood 
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of  the  present  nliage  of  8t.  Vincenb,  neat  49^  N,  Lat.^  opposite 
Pembina.     He  Beams  to  have  been  in  the  Indian  country  in 
ld04i  and,  settling  in  Lower  Canada,  died  at  Lachine  in  1848, 
'^t  the  grand  old  age  of  eighty-four. 

/  Thus  have  we  sought  to  sketch,  from  theit  own  writings, 
/piotnres  of  the  lords  of  the  for  trade.  They  were  »  remarkable 
I  body  of  men.  Great  as  financiers,  marvellous  as  explorers, 
faeile  as  traders,  brave  in  their  spirits,  firm  and  yet  tactful  in 
their  management  of  the  Indians,  and,  except  during  the  short 
period  from  1800-1804,  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the  Bed  men. 
Looking  back,  we  wonder  at  their  daring  and  loy&lty^  and  can 
well  say  with  Washington  Irving^  "The  feudal  state  of  Fort 
William  is  at  an  end  ;  itscouncilchamber  is  silent  and  desolate; 
ita  banquet-hall  no  longer  echoes  to  the  auld  world  ditty ;  the 
Lords  of  the  lakes  and  forests  have  passed  away/* 
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North-Weat  and  X  T  CompanieB  unite— Recftlls  the  Homeric  period — 
Feuds  forgotten— Men  perform  prodigies — The  new  fort  re- 
chrifttened— Vessel  from  Miciulimackinac — The  old  canal — WilU 
builds  Fort  Gibraltar— A  lordly  sway— The  *' Beaver  Club"— 
Sumptuous  table — Excluaive  society — *'Fortitude  inDifltrew" — 
Political  leaders  in  Lower  Canada^ 

To  the  termination  of  the  great  conflict  between  the  North- 
We&t  and  the  X  Y  Companiea  we  have  already  referred.  The 
death  of  SimonMcTavish  remoyed  a  difficulty  and  eerved  to 
unite  the  tradera-  The  experience  and  standing  of  the  old 
Company  and  the  zeal  and  vigour  of  the  new  combined  to' 
inspire  new  hope^ 

Great  plana  were  matured  for  meeting  the  opposition  of  the 
Hndaon's  Bay  Company  and  extending  the  trade  of  the 
Company.  The  explorations  of  David  Thompson  and  Simon 
Frasor,  which,  ae  we  have  seen,  produced  such  great  results  in 
New  Caledonia,  while  planned  before,  were  now  carried  forward 
with  renewed  vigour,  the  enterprise  of  the  Nor* -Westers  being 
the  direct  result  of  the  union.  The  heroic  deeds  of  these  ex- 
plorerarecall  tous  theadventurouetimesof  the  Homeric  period, 
when  men  performed  prodigies  and  risked  their  lives  for  glory. 
The  explanation  of  this  hearty  co-operation  was  that  the  old  and 
new  Companies  were  very  closely  allied.  Brothers  and  cousins 
had  been  in  opposite  camps,  not  because  they  disliked  each 
other,  but  beoause  their  leaders  could  not  agree-  Now  the 
feuda  were  forgotten,  and,  with  the  enthusiasm  of  their 
Celtic  natures,  they  would  attempt  groat  things. 

The  *'  New  Fort,"  as  it  bad  been  called,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Eaministiquia,  was  now  re -christened,  and  the  honoured  name 
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of  tb6  ohieftain  HoGUtiv^ity  was  given  to  this  great  depot — 

Fort  William. 

It  btit^me  a  gi-eat  U^dJDg  ceatre,  and  the  O'ddiLjODs  required 
to  aocommodatg  the  increased  Tolume  of  bnBmcfls  ajid  the 
gre&tor  nucober  ol  employfa,  were  obeerfuily  made  by  blie 
united  Company, 

Standing  within  the  great  aoUtudes  oI  Tbunder  B^y,  Fort 
William  became  as  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  the  North-Weat 
Company,  qq  York  or  Albany  hod  boon  in  the  Listc»ry  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company _ 

A  vesasl  came  up  from  Lake  Erie,  bringing  BUppUeE^  and, 
calling  at  Miclulimackinac,  reached  the  Sauh  Ste.  Marie.  Boats 
which  had  come  down  the  coqa),  built  to  avoid  the  St*  Mary 
Kapids,  here  met  this  vessel.  From  the  St.  Mary  Biv^r  up 
to  Fort  William  a  schooner  eajried  cargoes^  &ad  increased 
the  pro£tfi  of  the  trade,  while  it  protected  many  from  the 
dangers  of  the  roaten  The  whole  trade  waa  systematized, 
ftnd  tho  trading  houses,  duplicated  aa  they  bad  beeo  at  many 
polnte,  were  coiubined.  and  the  esper^ses  ihus  greatly  reduced. 

Aff  soon  ae  the  Company  could  folly  lay  ite  planet  it  t^eter- 
mined  to  take  bold  in  earnest  of  the  £«d  Hiv&r  distrLct. 
Acuordiitgly  we  see  that,  under  inat ructions  from  John 
UcDo[iaU1,  of  Gaiih,  a  bourgeois  named  John  Wills,  who,  we 
End,  had  lieen  one  of  the  partners  of  the  X  Y  Company,  erected 
at  the  junction  of  tlje  Red  and  Aasiniboine  Rivers^  on  tho 
point  ol  land,  a  fort  oallad  Fort  Gibraltar.  Wills  waa  a  year 
iu  building  it,  buying  undui'  him  twenty  men.  The  btock&de 
of  this  fort  was  made  of  ''oak  trcca  spht  iu  two,"  The 
^OHxIen  picketing  wa^  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  high.  The 
following  U  a  list  of  huikiings  enclosed  in  it,  with  some  0/  their 
dimeoeions.  There  were  eight  bouses  iu  all ;  the  retidence 
of  the  bourgeois,  aiity-four  feet  in  length  ;  two  houses  for  the 
Beryante,  reepeuCively  thirty-six  and  twenty-eight  feet  loog ;  one 
store  thirty-two  feet  long  ;  &  blacksmith's  shop,  stable,  kitchen, 
and  an  joe-houae.  On  the  top  of  the  ice-house  il  watch'lower 
(guente)  was  built^  John  Wiile  coabinued  to  hve  in  this  fort 
up  to  the  time  of  his  d<^ath  a  few  years  later-  Sucb  was  tbu 
first  boilding,  so  far  sa  we  know,  erected  on  the  site  of  Lbs  Cily 
of  the  Plains,  and  which  was  followed  first   by  Fort   Douglas 
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fiad  then  by  Fort  Garry,  the  ohiaffort  in  tbe  interior  ol  Rupert's 
Land. 

It  Tvoe  to  this  period  in  tto  hiefcory  of  (he  United  Company 
thai  Wftahington  Imog  refdrrod  wb^a  he  gfud :  "  The  partoera 
hdd  a  lordly  awiiy  over  the  wintry  ]ake«  and  bcjucdle&e  foEOG^ 
of  the  Cutiudag  ttJmoat  ^quaJ  to  that  of  ibi*  East  India  Gomp&ny 
OTcr  the  voloptuoua  oJimes  find  mBgnificeub  realms  of  bhs 
Orient." 

Some  yeaFB  befom  thia,  a  very  select  orgsui^ation  had  beon 
furmbd  amoug  the  fur  traders  in  Montreal.  It  wag  knovvn  aa 
Lbe  '^Bearer  CluL"  The  QDudllion^  of  bbe  membeiBhip  were 
very  Btriot.  They  wore  that  tbc  caodidatc  abould  have  ap«nb  a 
period  of  service  io  the  '■  upper  country,"  and  have  oblained 
the  unanimous  vote  cf  the  members.  The  gntheringB  of  the 
Olub  were  very  notable.  At  Ibeir  meetings  Lhey  aBsi^mbled  to 
rocftll  the  prowesa  of  tho  old  daya^  the  dacgera  of  the  rapida, 
tho  miraculous  debveraaceB  oGcompliBbed  by  tbeir  oanoe  metij 
the  diBiislrous  aocidents  they  had  witnessed. 

Their  days  of  feaating  were  long  temembered  by  the  in- 
babitanta  of  Montreal  after  the  cluh  had  paaaed  away.  The 
aumptuoua  table  of  lb©  Club  waa  always  open  to  tboeo  of  rauk 
or  distinction  who  might  visit  Montreal,  and  tbe  approval  of 
the  Club  gave  tbe  entry  to  the  moat  exclusive  Booiety  of 
Moutreal' 

Btill  may  bo  raet  with  in  Montreal  pieces  of  aalr&rware  and 
glassware  which  were  formerly  the  properly  of  tbe  "Beaver 
Club,"  and  evtii  large  gold  medals  Ijeniing  the  motto,  "  Forti- 
tude in  Distreea,"  used  by  the  mombora  of  the  Club  on  their 
days  of  celebration. 

It  waa  at  this  period  that  the  power  of  th«  for  trading 
magnatea  seemed  to  culmiuate,  and  their  natural  leoderebtp  of 
the  French  CauadJana  being  rcoogniEod  in  the  fur  trade,  many 
of  the  partnorB  beoaTue  politmal  Isadora  in  tbe  aff^tirs  of  Lower 
Canada-  Tbe  very  sucoefifl  of  the  new  Corapauy,  however, 
stirred  up,  a§  we  sball  aee^  oppoeition  movements  of  a  much 
more  serioue  kind  than  they  bad  ever  had  to  meet  before, 
Sir  Alexander  Maokonzie'8  book  in  IBOl  had  awakcckod  much 
interest  in  Britain  and  now  atimalated  the  mos^em&nt  by  Lord 
Belkirk  which   led    to    Ihe   abaorptioo    of    the    Nortb^Waat 
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Company.  The  aooi&l  and  oommeraial  standing  of  the  partners 
started  a  movement  m  the  United  States  wbich  aimed  at 
wrestiDg  from  British  hands  the  territory  of  New  Caledonia, 
which  the  energy  of  the  North-West  Company  of  eiiplorera  had 
taken  possession  of  for  the  British  crown. 

It  will,  however,  be  to  the  glory  of  the  North-West 
Company  that  these  powerful  opposition  movements  were 
mostly  rendered  ofQcient  by  the  employment  of  men  whom  the 
Nor'- Westers  had  trained ;  and  the  methods  of  trade,  borrowed 
from  them  by  these  opponents,  were  those  continiied  in  the 
after  conduct  of  the  fur  trade  that  grew  up  in  Rupert's  Land 
and  the  Indian  territories  beyond. 
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CHAPTEB  XXII. 

THE    ABTOB    FUB    COMPANY- 

Old  John  Jacob  Aator — Aroericftn  Pur  Company — The  MiMOUri 
Company— A  line  of  posts — ApproBclieB  the  Ruuians — Nwo- 
ciates  with  Nor'-Weatera — Fails — Four  North-West  officials 
join  Afltor — Sonc^  of  the  voyageura — True  Britishers — Voyage 
of  the  Tonquin — Rollicking  Nor'-Weatera  in  Sandwich  lalanda— 
Astoria  built — David  Thompaon  appears — Terrible  end  of  the 
Towjum^Aator'a  overland  eipe<fition — Washington  Irvings 
*'  Astoria,  a  romance  " — The  Beaver  rounda  the  Cape — McDougall 
and  hie  emall-pox  phiaJ^ — The  Bfavtr  aaiU  for  Canton^ 

AuONQ  those  who  came  to  Montreal  to  trade  with  the  Nor'- 
Westers  and  to  receive  their  hospitality  was  a  German 
merchant  o£  New  York,  named  John  Jacob  Astor.  This  man, 
who  ia  the  ancestor  of  the  distingniehed  family  of  Astors  at  the 
present  time  in  New  York,  came  over  from  London  to  the 
New  World  and  immediately  began  to  trade  in  furs^  For 
several  years  Astor  traded  in  Montreal,  and  shipped  the  furs 
purchased  to   London,  as  there  was  a  law  against  exporting 

ifrom  British  possessions.  After  Jay's  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  (1794)  this  restriction  was  removed,  and  Astor  took 
Canadian  furs  to  the  United  States,  and  even  exported  them  to 
China,  where  high  prices  ruled. 

While  Astor's  ambition  led  him  to  aim  at  controlling  the  fur 

trade  in  the  United  States,  the  fact  that  the  western  posts, 

such  OS  Detroit  and  Michilimackinac,  had  not  been  surrendered 

to  the  United  Sutea  till  after  Jay's  treaty,  had  allowed  the 

^        British    traders    of    these   and   other  posts   of   the   West   to 

'       strengthen    themselves.     Such    daring  traders    as  Murdoch 

}        Cameron,  Dickson,  Fraeer,  and  Bolette  could  not  he  easily 

beaten  on  the  ground  where  they  were  ao  familiar,  and  where 

they  had  gained  such  an  asceodancy  over  the  Indians.     The 
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Mackinaw  tnidera  wore  too  BtroDg  for  Afltor,  and  ihe  iiopo  of 
ovQrQoming  tbem  through  tho  agency  oi  thu  "  Amoricuu  Fuv 
CompBJiy,"  which  he  had  founded  in  1809^  hB,d  to  be  given  up 
by  him.  What  could  not  he  accoinplJBbad  by  force  DOtild, 
however,  be  gaiced  by  negotiation,  ttnd  so  two  joiu-s afirerward, 
with  tho  heip  ol  certain  pttrtnevB  from  among  the  Noi-'-Wcstere 
in  Montreal,  Attor  bought  out  the  Mackinaw  traders  (181J), 
and  ostabliwhed  whaL  was  callad  tha  "  South-Wetit  Company." 

During  these  5&me  yeara,  l^he  3b>  Louis  juerchanta  organiued 
a  compai^y  to  trade  upon  the  Missouri  and  Nebraska  Eivera. 
This  WFLS  known  as  the  Mi^aouri  Company,  und  with  ite  250 
men  it  pushed  ibs  trade,  until  in  1606,  one  of  Jta  chief  traders 
OTOSBcd  tho  Rooky  Mountains,  and  built  a  fort  on  the  western 
elope.  This  was,  however,  two  yeat's  afterward  given  up  on 
account  of  the  hostility  of  tho  natives.  A  short  time  after  this, 
the  CoDjpai^y  passed  out  of  existence,  leaving  tbe  field  to  the 
eDterprising  morchanb  of  New  Yoib,  who.  in  18IQ,  orguUEod 
hia  well-known  "  Pacific  Fur  Company." 

During  these  eventful  years,  the  reaonrceful  Astor  Wi 
with  ihe  full  knowledge  of  the  American  Governmerit,  ateodlly 
advancing  Coward  gaining  a  monopoly  of  the  fur  Irado  of  (ho 
United  States.  Jonathan  Carver,  a  British  oQlcer,  had,  mora 
than  thirty  yeafa  before  this,  in  company  with  a  British 
Meuiber  of  P^jhameat  named  Wbitwortb.  plaiined  a  route 
aoreSB  the  oonttnent.  Had  not  the  AmcrioaTi  Revolution 
eommenced  they  would  have  built  a  fort  at  Lake  Pepin  in 
Minnefiotu.  gone  up  a  tributary  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  VVest^ 
^  they  could  cross,  aa  they  thought  would  be  possible, 
to  tho  Mieaouri,  and  ascending  it  have  reached  the  Kocky 
Mountain  fiummit.  At  this  point  they  expected  to  oome  upon 
a  river,  which  th«y  called  the  Oregon,  that  would  take  them  to 
the  Pacific  Ooean. 

The  pUn  projeoted  by  Carver  was  actually  oarried  out  by  the 
well-known  eiploreis  Lewis  and  Clark  tn  1804-6.  Aetor'a 
p^nelrating  mind  now  saw  tho  situation  clearly.  He  would 
erect  a  line  of  trading  posts  up  the  Missouri  River  and  across 
the  Eoekies  to  the  Colnmbia  Biver  on  the  Pacific  Coa^t,  itnd 
while  thoee  on  the  east  of  Ihe  Bockies  would  be  supplied  (rem 
St.  Louis,  he  would  send  itliips  to  the  uiouth  of  the  Columbia, 
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fcnd  provifle  for  the  poale  on  the  Pwifio  elope  from  ibe  Weal. 
With  great  skill  Astor  m&d»  ApproiLobes  to  ihn  Ruesiftn  Fur 
Compauy  ou  bba  Pacific  Coitst,  offering  Lis  ships  to  supply 
ibetr  forte  with  t^U  needed  arbiclea,  &nd  he  thus  established  % 
good  feeling  betwaen  himaelf  and  the  RusBJ&ns. 

The  only  other  element  of  danger  to  tho  mind  of  Aator  ww 
the  opppsilion  of  the  Norbh^Weat  Company  on  the  PaciSD 
Coftftt.  lie  knew  that  for  years  the  Montreal  merchants  had 
had  th«ir  eye  on  the  region  th?Lt  tbeir  partner,  Sir  Alei:&ii^er 
Uaoken£ie»  had  discovered.  Moreover,  their  agenta.  Thompson » 
PVaat^r,  Btuart^  liod  Fiiilay  the  youDger,  ^ere  iri&ding  beyond 
the  summit  of  the  fiockiea  in  New  Caledonia,  hut  the  fact  that 
they  were  farther  North  held  out  eome  hope  to  Astor  tb&t  &ti 
arr^ngemeot  might  be  made  with  them.  He  ftCQorr3ingly 
Ijrooobed  the  subjeol  to  the  North-West  Company  and  proposed 
a  oomhinatlon  with  them  eimtlar  to  that  in  force  in  the  oo- 
operation  in  the  South-Weat  Company,  viz,  that  they  ehould 
teke  a  one'tbird  interest  in  the  Pacific  Fhi-  Company.  After 
certain  oorrespondence,  the  North-Wost  Oompany  declined  the 
offer,  no  doubt  hoping  to  forostall  Astor  in  his  occupation  of 
the  Columbia.  They  then  gave  ordei-e  to  DiLvid  Thompson  to 
descend  the  Coltimbia,  whose  upper  WA,ter8  hd  hftd  already 
occnpted,  and  be  would  liave  done  thia  had  Dot  &  mutLny 
taken  place  among  his  men,  which  made  hia  arrival  at  Uie 
month  of  the  Columbia  a  few  months  too  tale, 

Astor'*  thorough  ftoquainlance  with  the  North-Wetit  Com- 
pHny  and  its  numerous  employes  stciofl  him  in  good  atead  Jn 
hia  project  o!  forming  a  company.  After  full  negotiations  he 
secured  tho  adhesion  to  his  scheme  of  a  number  of  weJI-known 
Nor'-WeEtera.  Prominent  among  th^sn  wa^  Alexander  McKay, 
who  was  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie's  most  trusted  £.ssociate  in 
the  Rfoat  journey  of  1703  to  blac  Pacific  Ocean.  McKay  had 
become  a  partner  of  the  Norlh-West  Company,  and  Idft  it 
to  join  ihe  Pacific  Fur  Cornpai^y.  Most  cekhrated  as  being 
in  rfbarge  of  the  Aaior  entei-prisc  on  the  coast  was  Duncan 
McDougall,  who  also  left  the  Ncrlh-Weat  Company  to  embark 
in  Aator'E  undertaking,  Tm>  others,  David  Stuart  and  his 
nephew  Robert  SLuart,  made  the  four  partners  of  the  new  Com- 
pany who  wei^  to  embark  fronj  New  York  with  the  puiposo  of 
doubling  the  Cape  and  rcaohing  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia. 


I 


A  rsomp^ay  of  □lerka  and  en^a/fci  had  been  obtained  in 
MoDtreaI»  &qJ  the  paiiy  leaving  C&itacl&  went^  in  tixeii  gre&t 
oonoe  up  Lake  Chaoplain,  took  it  over  the  portikga  to  the 
Hudfion,  ftcd  deaeended  thot  river  to  New  York.  They  Iranfl' 
ferred  the  pietnresfjue  scene  so  often  witnes^ied  on  the  Ottawa 
to  the  sleepy  banks  of  the  Hudson  Bi\-er,  iiad  with  emblems 
flying,  and  singing  wrnga  of  tho  voyEigeurs»  eurprised  tho 
spectators  along  ibe  b^nks^  Arrived  at  New  York  the  men 
with  braviulo  expreBsed  themaalvea  an  ready  to  endure 
hardahips,  Aa  Irring  pots  it,  they  declaied  "they  could 
Lve  hcjTd,  lie  hard)  alecp  hard,  eat  dogs— in  short,  endure 
iinything." 

But  these  partners  and  men  had  much  love  for  their  own 
country  and  little  regard  for  the  new  sei-vice  into  which  deaLre 
for  gain  h[bd  led  them  to  cmbu-k.  It  was  iound  out  ofLorwards 
that  two  of  the  pftrtnera  had  called  upon  the  Britiah  Ambassador 
in  New  York,  had  revt-aled  to  him  the  whole  Hcheme  of  Mr, 
Astor,  and  enquired  whether,  aa  Britiah  subjects,  they  tnighb 
embai-h  in  the  enterprise.  The  reply  of  the  diplomat  assured 
them  of  their  full  Ubert^'  in  the  mattei'-  Aelor  al90  required  of 
the  employ^  that  l^hey  ahould  become  naturaltzed  citizens  of 
the  United  Gtatea^  They  professed  to  hare  gone  through  the 
ceremony  required,  hut  it  in  conteoded  thai  Ihey  oeTer  really 

did  BO- 

Tfao  ship  in  whieh  ihe  party  was  to  sail  was  the  Tonquin, 
conuoacded  by  a  Captain  Thorn,  a  eonit^what  sterD  ofQcer,  with 
whom  Ihc  far  traders  had  many  ccnfliota  on  their  oatboimd 
journey.  The  report  having  gone  abroad  that  %  British  cruiser 
from  HahfaK  would  come  down  upon  the  Tonqnin  and  arrest 
the  Canadians  ou  board  her,  led  to  the  appUcatiou  being 
made  to  the  United  States  frigate  CouatiStition  to  give  the 
vessel  proteetion.  On  September  lOth,  ISIO.  the  Tonquin. 
with  her  convoy  puC  out  and  sailed  for  the  Southern 
IkUiii. 

Not  with  »iftD  ding  the  constant  irritation  between  tphe  captain 
and  liis  fur  trading  passengers,  the  vessel  went  bravely  on  her 
way.  After  doubling  Cape  Horn  on  Christmas  Day,  they 
reached  ilie  SandwJcb  Islands  in  February,  and  after  paying 
riaita  of  coremooy  to  the  king,  obtained  the  nccceeary  suppliea 
of  hogs,  fruits,  vegetables,  and  water  from  the  inhabltanla,  an.d 
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&]ao  oagoiged  some  bwentj'four  of  tbe  islanders,  or  luknakae, 
IL3  thoy  oj-o  called,  to  go  as  cmployi^-s  to  the  Columbia. 

Like  anumbei-  of  rollicking  lads,  the  Nor'-Westers  made  very 
free  with  tlia  DBbiveaH  to  fcbe  diBgufft  of  Capbrnn  Thoi-u.  He 
writes: — "They  Bomctimes  droaa  in  red  coats  and  otberwiso 
very  fantastioallr,  and  coilooting  a  number  of  ignorant  natives 
iiround  them,  tell  Ihdm  tbey  are  the  great  chiefs  of  the  Norlh- 
West  .  .  -  then  dres^ii^g  in  Ilijjhliind  pl&ids  and  kilts,  and 
making  bargains  with  bha  natives*  with  presents  of  ruic.  wine, 
or  anything  that  is  at  hand." 

On  Febi-ui^ry  28lih  tha  Tontium  set  aail  fiora  the  Saodwioh 
rsbnds-  The  discontent  broke  out  n^am,  and  the  fur  trodnts 
engaged  io  a  mock  mutiny,  whioh  greatly  alarm&d  the  auspioious 
oaptamt  They  spoko  to  onch  othor  in  Oaelie,  had  longoonver- 
sattons,  and  the  captain  kept  au  ever-walchfal  eye  upon  them; 
but  ou  MALob  22Dd  Uiey  anived  at  bha  mouth  of  tha  Columbift 
Biver» 

MoEay  and  McDougall,  as  aeiiior  partncre,  disembarked, 
visited  the  village  of  the  Chinook^,  and  were  warmly  welcomed 
by  Comcomiy,  the  chief  of  bhat  tiilje.  The  chief  treated  them 
hospitably  and  encourageif  their  settling  in  his  neighbourhood- 
Soon  they  had  chosen  a  site  fo;'  their  tort,  and  with  busy  handa 
they  cut  down  treeSj  cleai^d  away  tliicketa,  and  erected  a 
residence,  stone-house,  and  powder  magazine,  whiah  was  not*, 
however,  at  tirst  surrounded  with  palisades.  In  honoui'  of  the 
promoter  of  their  ooterpriae,  they  Tory  naturally  oalled  the  cow 
settlement  Astoria, 

As  Boon  aa  the  new  fort  had  ttssuirmd  something  like  onler,  the 
Tor^sftn,  According  to  the  original  design,  waa  despakhed  up 
the  coast  to  trade  with  the  IndJauB  for  fm'S-  Alexander  McKay 
look  charge  of  the  ti-ade,  and  aought  to  make  the  mont  tA  tba 
lioneab  but  orusty  oaptaiu.  The  vessel  sjuled  on  July 5th,  L81]» 
on  what  proved  to  be  a  dieostrouB  joumoy. 

As  soon  aa  she  was  gono  reports  bogan  to  reach  the  traders 
at  ABtoria  that  a  body  of  white  men  we^  building  a  fort  far  up 
the  Columbia.  This  waa  serious  new*,  for  if  true  it  mwant  that 
the  supply  of  furs  looked  for  at  Astoria  would  be  out  off.  An 
effort  vraa  made  to  liud  out  the  truth  of  the  rumour,  without 
success,  but  immodtatQEy  after  came  definite  information  tbuti 
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the  North-Wefit  Company  ogeota  wore  erecting  a  poeb  Crt 
6pcl(a&E>.  We  hfl.ve  nirancly  eeon  tlrnt  this  wrL3  none  other 
Ih&n  David  Thompaoti,  tLe.  Rmieeary  of  the  NorLh-Wesb  Com- 
pBJiy,  sent  to  foreataU  the  building  of  Aelor's  fort. 

Though  too  l&to  to  fulfil  hie  misaion,  on  July  Ifith  tb© 
doughty  astjonomef  and  surveyor,  in  his  cftnoa  maimed  by 
eight  men  ocd  having  the  British  ensign  flying,  stopped  in 
front  of  ihe  new  fort.  Thompson  was  cordially  received  by 
MoDou^Litl,  to  tbe  no  small  die^st  of  the  other  cmployt^e  cf 
the  A  Bio  r  Company-  After  waiting  for  eight  days,  Thompson, 
having  received  supplies  and  goods  from  McDougftllf  stfirs^d  on 
hie  return  journey.  With  him  journeyed  up  the  river  David 
StTjart,  who,  with  eight  men,  was  proceeding  on  a  fur-trading 
expediUon.  Among  his  clerks  wjia  Al^^ander  JtoR^.  who  has 
left  A  veracious  history  of  the  "  Piret  Settlers  on  the  Oregoo," 
Stu&rt  hod  httle  coctidenco  in  Tbompeon,  and  by  a  device 
flQOoeeded  in  getting  him  to  proceed  on  hifi  journey  and  Uave 
him  to  choose  hia  own  siie  for  a  lort^  Going  up  to  within  140 
intlea  of  the  3pck£.ue  liiver,  aud  at  the  juacliotj  of  the 
Okanagan  and  Columbia,  Stcart  erected  a  temporary  fort  to 
carry  on  bie  first  GeaBone  ti-adS' 

In  the  meantine  the  Tonqum  had  gone  oji  her  way  up  tba 
coasts  The  Indiana  were  numerous,  but  wer^  difficult  to  deal 
withj  being  impudent  and  ^eedy.  A  number  of  them  had 
come  xipon  the  deck  of  the  ren^tun,  and  Captain  Tliorn,  being 
wearied  with  their  slowneas  in  bargaining  and  fulness  of  wiles, 
h&d  grown  iinpatienb  with  the  chief  And  had  violently  thrown 
him  over  the  side  of  the  chip,  The  Indiana  no  doubt  intended 
to  avenge  thie  insult.  Neit  morning  early,  a  multitude  of 
eanoes  came  about  the  Tonquin  and  many  eavagea  clambered 
upon  the  deck.  Suddenly  an  attack  waa  rando  upon  the  fur 
triwlerQ.  Alexander  MoKo-y  wae  one  of  the  firet  to  fall,  being 
knocked  down  by  a  war  club.  Captain  Thorn  fought  daaper- 
alely,  killing  the  young  chief  of  the  bond,  and  many  others,  until 
at  laat  he  was  overcome  by  numbere.  Tha  remnant  of  Ibe 
crew  succeeded  in  getting  oontrol  of  the  chip  and,  by  diaebftj'glng 
Bcme  of  the  dsak  guns,  drove  off  the  eavages-  Next  morning 
the  ahip  was  all  quiet  a8  the  Indians  come  about  her.  The 
ship's  clerk,   ^r.   l^wis,   who  had  been   severely  wounded^ 
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appeared  on  deck  and  invited  tbetn  ou  bcmrd-  Si>oii  tbe  whoU 
deck  vr&3  crowded  by  the  Indituis,  who  tbougbb  they  would 
eoonre  a  prizQ^  Suddenly  a  dreadiul  eiEptoaion  took  pLiice, 
The  gunpowder  magfuine  h&d  blown  up,  and  Lewia  and  upward 
of  one  huDdxed  savages  weve  burled  into  eteroity.  It  wm  » 
fierce  reTongo !  Four  white  men  oE  the  crew  who  bod  eaoapod 
in  a  boffct  wove  cnplmed  and  terribly  tortured  by  the  maddened 
Indian  Burrlvors.  An  Indian  interpreter  alone  wils  spared  Eo 
return  to  Astoria  to  relate  the  bale  of  treachery  and  bloud- 

Aetor's  plan  involved,  bowover,  the  reading  of  another  oxpo- 
diblon  overland  to  explore  the  country  and  lay  out  hia  projected 
chain  of  forts.  In  charge  of  Lhiu  party  was  WiUiiun  P.  Elimt. 
of  Trenton,  Now  Jersey,  who  had  bceu  selected  by  Astor,  aft 
beluga  native  boiTi  Amerioan,  to  be  neit  to  himself  in  authority 
io  the  Company,  Hunt  had  nc  oRperience  as  a  fur  trader,  but 
waa  a  man  of  decision  and  pe  rite  vera  nee.  Wilij  him  was  olosaly 
aaeociatcd  Donald  HtlcKcnKie,  who  had  been  iu  the  fifirviod  of 
the  Norbh-WoBt  Company,  bub  had  been  indooed  tr>  join  in  the 
parirership  with  Aator. 

Hunt  and  rkTcKsuzie  arrived  in  Montreal  on  June  lOtl],  1811, 
and  engaged  a  number  of  voya^urs  to  accompany  them. 
With  theae  in  a  great  eanoo  the  party  left  the  church  of  Ln 
Bonne  Ste.  Anne,  on  Montreal  Islandr  and  ascended  the  Ottawa. 
By  the  usual  route  MtchiUmaekinoie  waa  reached*  and  here 
again  other  mnntbera  oE  the  party  were  unllBlQi-  The  party 
was  also  roiuforood  by  the  addition  of  a  young  Scotchman  of 
energy  and  ability,  Bamsay  Crooks,  and  with  him  an  experi- 
enoed  and  daring  Missouri  rrader  naroed  Robeit  McLetlan 
At  Mackinaw  as  wdU  as  at  Montreal  tha  iuBuence  of  the  North- 
West  Company  vras  so  strong  that  men  engaged  for  the  journey 
were  as  a  role  those  of  the  poorest  quahty.  Thus  were  the 
difGcuIties  of  the  overland  puity  in  created  by  the  FaUtalhait 
rabble  that  attended  the  welI>cbo&BQ  leaders. 

The  party  left  Maokinaw,  crossed  to  the  ^lisaieeippi,  and 
reached  St.  Louis  in  September, 

At  St.  Louis  ihe  eiplorers  came  into  touch  with  the  Missouri 
Company,  of  whioh  we  have  spoken.  The  aams  bidden  oppo«i- 
tiOD  that  had  met  bbem  in  Montreal  and  Mackinaw  was  i^ore 
enecjuntered.     Nobbing  wts  said,  but  it  was  di&onU  to  get 
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informftbion,  hard  ki  induce  TYty-ngeura  to  join  them,  aTid  delay 
after  deluy  oociirred.  Ne&r  tlie  eod  cf  October  St.  Louia  Wti* 
left  behind  and  bbe  MisBouri  ascended  for  450  coilea  to  a  fort 
Ncdowfl,  wheD  the  puty  determifled  to  winter.  During  the 
winter  Htmt  returned  to  St,  Louis  aud  end^AVOtired  to  enlist 
addLtiiJTml  men  for  bU  eipedilion.  In  this  Le  atUl  hod  tbo 
oppoBitioD  of  &  Spaniard,  Mojiuel  de  Lisa,  v^ho  wob  the  leiiding 
Ipirit  in  the  Miesouri  Company.  Aftor  eome  difficulty  Hunt 
•ogoged  an  interpreter,  Pierre  Dorinn.  &  drunlcBD  French  liftlf- 
breed,  wbo  wras,  however,  expert  and  even  accomplished  iu  liia 
work- 

A  start  was  at  last  mA.de  in  January,  and  Irving  telle  us  of 
Ihe  e>pedition  moetrng  Daniel  Boone,  the  faiEiotis  filtl  hunter  of 
Keutucky.  one  who  gbntd  in  keeping  ubrcaat  of  the  fartbeet 
line  oE  the  Ercmtier^  a  trapper  and  hunter.  The  party  wont  on 
its  way  ascending  the  rivei-,  and  wqa  accompanied  b^  the  aome- 
whut  dissLgre^abie  cf>mpan]Qn  Lisa.  At  Jength  thsy  reached 
ibe  country  of  the  AiickftiaSp  who>  like  the  PmtbianB  of  old. 
eeemed  to  live  on  horseback.  After  a  eouooil  mooting  the 
dietraet  of  Lisa  disappearod*  and  a  bargain  waa  struck  between 
the  SprLniard  and  the  explorer  by  which  he  would  supply  tliein 
with  130  horses  and  take  their  boata  la  exchange.  Leaving  in 
August  the  party  went  woatward,  kaeiping  south  at  lirat  to  avoid 
the  Blackfoet,  and  Ihen^  turniug  northward  till  they  reached 
uji  old  trading  po^t  jusii  beyond  the  summit. 

The  deecent  was  now  to  bo  made  to  the  caaat,  but  nont  of 
tben^  had  the  ahghtcst  conception  of  the  dilBcuJtica  before  them. 
They  divided  themselves  into  four  parties,  uudar  tliu  four 
laftdera,  MoKenzie,  McLellan,  Hunt,  and  Croobs-  The  two 
former  took  the  right  bank,  the  two  latter  the  loft  bank  of  lihe 
river.  For  three  weeks  they  followed  the  nigf^ed  banks  cf  this 
stream,  which,  from  its  fjcrcencsn,  they  spoke  of  as  the  "  Mad 
lUver."  Thejr  provisions  soon  beoame  exhausted  and  they 
were  redueed  to  the  diro  necessity  of  eating  the  leather  of  their 
shoes.  After  a  separation  of  some  days  the  plan  w&s  struck 
upon  by  Mr.  Hunt  of  gaining  communication  aeroea  the  river 
by  a  boat  covered  with  horse  skin.  This  failed,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate voyageur  niteinpting  to  croas  in  it  was  drowned.  After 
a  lime  ^e  Lewis  lUver  was  re&chad.     Tiading  off  their  honea 
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MoKeuKie's  pwty,  wbioh  was  on  the  ri^it  bank,  obtained 
oonoes  from  the  nativoa,  and  at  lonpth  on  Jftriiary  iSth.  1813, 
this  party  reached  Astoria.  Roe'5  Cot  aaya:  "Tbeir  ooGCflVO 
DhetrkH,  protubtranl  boues,  and  taliered  garments  *lrougly 
iodicftteJ  the  dicadiuJ  extent  of  their  privattonB:  but  their 
health  appoored  umnjuTod  aiid  their  gfiatronomic  powers  on* 
impaired/' 

AfLt^r  Uie  cTiBaster  dF  the  horHe-sVin  hoal  th«  two  psirtiea  losb 
sight  o!  one  aaotlier.  Mr.  Hunt  hibd  the  eaaicr  baiik  of  the 
riTOr,  and,  falling  in  with  friendly  IndinDs,  he  delayed  for  ten 
clays  and  rested  hia  wearied  party.  Though  afterward  delayed, 
Hunt,  with  his  following  of  thirty  mmij  one  wornan,  and  two 
children,  arrived  at  Astoria,  bo  the  great  deligbt  of  hia  oom- 
pnnions,  on  Fehniarj-  loth,  1813, 

Various  acconata  have  been  given  of  the  journey.  Thoao 
of  Boee  Cox  ajid  AleKaiider  Ross  are  the  work  of  aotiial 
members  cf  the  Afttor  Company,  though  not  of  the  party  which 
rcttlly  crosaod.  Washington  Irving's  *' Astoria"  i3  rogar<led 
AH  Q  pleasing  fiction,  n,nd  he  is  very  troly  epoken  of  by  Dr. 
Cones,  the  editor  of  Henry  and  Thompson**  journrJsH  iti  the 
following  fashion  : — "  No  elory  of  travel  is  mote  familiar  to 
the  public  than  the  tale  told  hy  Irving  of  this  iidveutm-e, 
because  none  is  more  I'e&dnble  as  a  romance  founded  upon 
fact.  .  .  .  Irving  plies  his  golden  pen  elttfiticsully,  and  from 
it  flow  wit  and  humour,  stirring  scene,  and  startling  iti' 
cideutj  character  to  the  iifo.  But  he  never  leUa  ua  where 
those  [jeopJo  went,  perhaps  for  the  simple  reason  Uiat  ha 
never  knew.  Be  wnJta  us  westward  on  his  strong  plume, 
and  we  look  down  on  tlioae  hapless  Astoriaua  \  but  we 
might  as  well  bo  ballooning  for  &ught  of  esjxotitude  we  CMi 
make  of  this  ceiehrsted  itinerary." 

In  OotoW,  1911,  the  seotind  party  hy  sea  left  New  York 
on  the  ship  Beatci\  bo  join  the  tniders  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia,  Boss  Cox,  who  was  one  of  the  clerks,  gives  a  moat 
interesting  account  of  the  voyage  and  of  the  affairs  of  Lbe 
Company.  With  him  were  six  oiher  cabin  passengers.  The 
ship  wa^  commanded  by  Captiun  Bowles,  The  voyage  waa 
on  the  whole  u  prosperous  one,  and  Cape  Horn  was  douUed 
on  New  Year's  Day.  1912.    More  than  a  montb  after,  the 
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£bip  called  at  Joan  Ferrtandc;;,  ftnd  two  mootba  after 
oKJEfiod  tbo  Eqaatoiv  ThraD  weeks  allorward  she  reached 
the  SaDdwich  lalaTida,  a,nd  on  April  9lh^  aJter  u  further 
Toyage,  wrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia, 

On  am''inp  nt  Astorio  the  new'OOiaers  had  many  things 
to  fiee  and  toom,  but  they  were  «oon  uad^r  wiLy,  preparing 
for  their  future  worfa.  There  were  many  riaks  in  tliu9 
TentuTiDg  away  from  their  fort^  Cbief  Trader  MoDougall 
had  indeed  found  tho  fort  itaeLf  thrcatcnod  after  tho  diaaster 
of  the  Tcnquin.  He  had,  however,  boldly  grappled  with 
case.  Having  few  of  his  company  to  support  hinii  he 
Ljiiou^  the  Indians  to  meet  liim.  In  thei:'  presence  he 
informed  them  that  he  understood  they  were  plotting  iiguinat 
him,  but,  drawipg  a  corked  bottle  froca  bis  pocket,  he 
fiwd:  "This  bottle  aoptain-s  small-pox.  I  have  but  bo  ^w 
out  tho  cork  and  at  once  you  will  be  seized  by  the  pla^o." 
They  implored  him  to  Bpare  them  find  ehowed  do  tnoi-e 
boatihty. 

Such  recitals  as  this,  and  the  kju)  ^tory  of  the  Tofvjuiji  related 
to  JtosB  Cox  and  hia  coiupanions,  uaturcilly  increased  then: 
nervouBness  ae  to  penetratmp  the  icterior- 

The  Beaver  liad  sailed  for  Gantcn  with  furs,  aird  the 
party  of  the  intenor  was  organized  with  thiee  proprietors, 
Hameay  Crooks,  Bob«rt  McLellau,  and  Hobert  8tuart,  'wbo, 
with  eight  men,  were  to  orose  tho  mountains  to  St^  Louis. 
At  the  fort  there  remained  Mr,  Hunt,  Dnnean  McDoagall. 
B.  Clapp,  J.  C>  Halsey,  and  Gabriel  Franchtre,  the  ket  of 
whom  wrote  an  exoellent  account  in  FVench  of  the  Aetoi' 
Cctnpany  affairs. 
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A.l*iftn*)er  Maokexide'e  1>ook — Lord  Selkirk  interoalttl — Kmigratioir 
a  boon — WHIce  to  Imperial  GovomiaeDt — Iik  ISO^  looks  to  L&ke 
Winnipeg— Benevolent  project  of  trtadfl — Cocnt'*^**^  to  choooa 
Prince  ESward  Ial*nd — OpiuionB  u  to  Huilson'a  Bay  Compftny's 
Cbarter — Nor^-WflBter*fllamicd^Hud»ou'B  Bay  Cumpany'n  Stock 
— Purchaaoa  Ateiia^oia — Advortiafla  the  now  colony — Religion  no 
(UequalificfLtion  — €cnclfl  first  cijlony — TrouMea  of  the  projoat— - 
Arrive  at  York  FA<it<»rj — Tlie  wrinttr — The  mutiny — '*  Esflexice  of 
Mftlt "— Juiimoj  inland— A  ecuond  party —Third  p*rty  unrlar 
Archibald  Mtudooald  —  if'rooi  Heldxfld&lo  —  Tho  numbor  of 
colooists. 

Thk  publioalion  cf  hia  work  by  AJei^ncler  UEtokeozIe,  QntilloiJ. 
"Voyages  from  MontroiU  through  iho  Coutincct  of  North 
America,  ko-,"  awakened  grcfit  intereet  in  the  BritiBh  lel&Si 
Amon^  thosd  who  were  much  infiuenced  by  it  was  Thotna^. 
Earl  of  Selkirk,  ft  young  8uottisli  uohltman  of  diatinguiahed 
deacenb  B.ad  disposition.  Tho  young  Eiirl  a&  once  thought  of 
the  wide  coui^tt-y  dcaoribed  as  a  fitting  home  for  the  poor  and 
unsuoceBfiful  Britieh  peasaolry,  who,  us  we  learo  from  Words- 
worth, were  at  this  time  in  a.  moat  diatresaful  stata^ 

Daring  bis  coUego  days  ibe  EatI  of  Selklik  hod  often  risitod 
the  Higbki^d  gbns  i^nd  ciofta,  Etnd  though  himself  a  Southron, 
he  wokS  80  interested  in  hia  picturesque  eountrymeti  that  ha 
le&merl  the  Gaelic  language.  Not  only  Ihe  sftd  condition  of 
Scoblandt  but  likewise  tho  unsettled  stato  of  Ii-cUnd,  appealed 
to  hia  hecLrt  and  Ma  po-triotia  sympathieg.  Ue  camo  to  ths 
oonolaaion  tbst  emigj'ation  was  the  remedy  for  tbe  ills  cf 
Scotland  ^nd  IrelEiud  Alike. 

Accordingly  we  find  the  energetic  Earl  writing  to  Lord 
Pellifim  to  interest  the  Eiitish  Oovemtnent  in  the  matter.  We 
have  before  us  d,  letter  with  two  memorials  atlaobed.  This  \m 
dated  April  4  b.  1802,  and  was  kindly  supplier!  the  writer  by 
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lifl  Colooial  Office.  The  proposals,  aftier  showing  the  de- 
einbility  of  rcUeviug  the  congested  and  disaatiafied  populalioQ 
fibe&dy  dcsonbed,  go  on  to  spoak  of  a  3ait£.blQ  5eld  \qx  tlio 
seCtUmeat  of  the  emigrants.  And  this  we  see  is  the  region 
deaoribed  by  AlaxAnd^- Macken;ne.  Lord  Selkirk  aa)'»:  ''No 
large  trtbct  remains  unocoitpied  on  the  sea-coaat  of  Briliah 
AcaeHcA  except  b&rron  and  [rozen  doBerts^  To  find  a  euflioionti 
extent  oC  good  boiI  in  a^  temperate  climntH  we  must  go  for 
iiitund.  This  inuonveoience  is  nob,  however,  ftji  mt^urmonntiiblfi 
obstuck  to  the  prosperity  ol  ^  colony,  and  appearR  lo  lie  amply 
compensated  by  other  advantELgea  that  ure  to  bo  £ound  in  somu 
remote  parts  of  the  Britiali  territory.  At  the  western  extremity 
of  Caiiflda,  upon  t)je  waters  which  iall  into  Lakn  Winnipeg 
&nd  which  iu  the  great  rtvei"  of  Port  Nelson  disciiatge  them- 
selves into  Hudson  Biy,  19  a  country  v^hioh  the  Indian  traders 
represent  na  fertile,  and  of  a  climate  fur  more  temperate  thau 
the  shores  of  the  Ailartto  under  the  same  paralleln  lUid  not 
mote  Berete  tlian  that  of  Germany  or  Poland.  Here,  therefore, 
the  oolonists  may,  with  a  moderate  exertion  of  industry,  bo 
oorttUD  of  a  oomfortablo  subeietencc,  and  they  ma}''  also  raiae 
some  valunhJe  objects  of  e^pctrtatJon.  ...  To  a  colony  in 
these  territories  t-he  channeJ  of  trade  must  be  the  river  of  Port 
Nelaon/' 

It  is  exceedingly  interesting,  in  view  of  the  part  aflerwarda 
playdd  by  Lord  Selkirk,  to  read  the  folTo^viiig  staLemenb: 
''  The  greatest  impediment  to  a  colony  in  thie  quarlet  aoems 
to  bo  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  monopoly,  which  tho 
poBseasors  cs.itnot  be  axpectod  easily  to  relinfjoish.  Tliey  may, 
however,  be  amply  indemnified  for  its  abolition  without  any 
burden,  purhupti  even  with  advantage  to  the  revenue/' 

The  letter  then  goes  on  to  state  the  auoccssful  trade  carried 
on  by  the  Canadian  trader*,  and  g:\es  u  scheme  by  whicli  both 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  North-West  Cotiipany  may 
receive  profits  greater  tban  those  theu  enjoyed,  by  a  pian  of 
issulDjf  Uccnaos,  and  limiting  tradci-s  to  partiouLar  dietriotE, 

Further,  the  proposal  doolares :  "If  these  indefatigable 
Canadians  were  allowed  the  free  navigation  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  they  might,  without  going  so  fai'  from  Port  Nelson 
at  they    now    go    Erom  Aiootrenl.  extend  thoii'  tra^o  ^om 
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%e&  to  ^tiA,  thitmgh  the  whole  nottbem  piui  of  AmenQii*  and 
send  borne  more  than  double  (be  veUug  than  ie  now  derived 
fa-om  thfttrogion/' 

Tbe  matter  brought  up  iti  these  proposaJa  was  referred  to 
LorO  Buchhigbam shire,  Colonia,!  8ecreLa.ry,  but  failed  for  the 
time  being,  not  becauae  of  any  unsuitaljieneaa  of  the  country, 
but  ^'becaufle  the  prejudices  of  the  British  poopJo  were  fio 
strong  against  emigration/'  During  the  nest  year  Lord  Selkirk 
sueabecled  in  orf^itrtifing  fk  Highland  emigration  of  not  lea«  than 
800  aonla.  Not  long  before  thoetwtingof  theehips  the  British 
Government  seems  to  have  interfered  to  prevent  Ibis  large 
nnrabt-r  being  led  to  the  region  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  oom- 
pelTed  Lord  Selkirk  to  choose  the  more  accesaibln  nhore  of 
Prince  Ed-waid  Island,  After  eettling  his  colcniats  on  the 
ialandT  Lorci  Selkirk  visited  Montreal,  wbore  he  was  nell 
receiveil  by  the  magnates  of  the  NorLh-Wesl  Company,  and 
where  bis  intcieKt  in  the  fur  West  wus increased  by  witueasmg, 
06  Autor  aleo  did  about  the  same  time,  the  large  returns 
obtained  by  the  *'  lords  of  the  lakee  and  forests/' 

Years  wenC  pjLst,  and  Lord  Selkirk,  unable  to  obtflin  the 
afifeent  of  the  British  Govenainent  to  his  great  scheme  of 
oolonizing  the  interior  of  North  America,  at  length  determined 
to  obtain  poaaesfiion  of  the  territory  wanted  for  hie  phtne  through 
the  agency  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  About  the  year 
1810  hs  began  to  turn  hia  atteulioo  in  ea^meati  to  the  matter. 

With  cbariwteriatio  Scottish  cnution  he  eubmitted  the  charter 
cf  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  hifrheat  legal  authorities 
in  London,  ineluding  the  nameg  TtomilJy,  Holroyd,  Cruise, 
Scftrlctt,  and  John  Bell.  Their  clear  opinion  was  that  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Oompariy  was  legally  able  to  sell  its  territory 
and  to  transfer  the  numerous  righte  bestowed  by  the  ebarter. 
They  aay,  ■'  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  grant  of  the  soil  con- 
tained in  the  charier  is  good,  and  that  it  will  include  all  the 
country,  the  waters  ol  which  run  into  Hudson  Bay,  m 
asoertairted  by  geographieal  ohcerration/' 

Lord  Selkirk,  now  fully  satisfied  that  the  Hndaon's  Bay 
Company  was  a  Batiafactory  instrament,  proceedsd  to  obtiin 
control  of  the  stock  of  the  Company, 

Tbe  partners  of  the  North- West  Company  leamod  of  the  atepa 
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being  tnkeo  by  Eiord  Selkirk  and  boo&me  greatly  alarmed. 
They  Wtire  of  the  opioion  that  the  object  oF  Tjord  Selkirk  wa^ 
to  mribe  ose  of  his  great  omigratioQ  scheme  to  give  Bupri.'iiiaoy 
to  the  Hudaon'fi  Bay  Gompaay  over  iU  HvilIs,  and  tt>  iajurt^ 
the  Nor'-Westers'  fiir  trade.  So  far  as  can  be  Been,  Lord 
Selkirk  bad  no  iuterest  iii  the  rivahy  tliixt  had  liaeu  going  on 
between  tbo  Oompa.niog  lor  moro  thn.n  a  ganerabiOD.  Hia  first 
ium  was  emigration,  and  thiii  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  (be 
diBti'eaaof  mn.ny  in  the  Rntish  lalea. 

As  showing  the  mind  of  Lord  Selku-kin  the  mutter  we  bAve 
before  ub  a.  copy  of  hia  lordabip's  work  on  emigration  publiaheJ 
in  1605,  This  copy  ift  a  gift  to  the  writer  from  Lady  Isabella 
Hope,  tbo  kte  daughter  of  Lord  Selkirk.  Tn  this  oetavo 
volume,  upwards  of  280  pagaa,  the  whole  question  of  the 
stale  of  tbo  Highlands  ia  obty  described.  Tracing  the  oou- 
dition  of  Cbs  HigUlanders  from  the  Rebellion  of  17^0,  and 
the  neceaaity  of  emigration,  Lord  Selkirk  refers  lo  the  demand 
for  keeping  up  the  Highland  re^JnjE^it^  as  being  lesn  than 
formorly,  and  that  the  Higbfj^ad  proprietoi'3  bttd  been  opposed 
to  oniigration. 

Hie  patriotiBm  was  also  stirred  in  favour  of  preventing  the 
flow  of  British  subjects  tu  the  Unlbed  StuteSt  and  iu  his  desire 
to  see  the  British  possessions,  espeoially  in  Americdi  filled  up 
with  loynl  Britiab  Bubjeets,  He  states  that  in  hia  PHnco 
Edward  Isls-nd  Company  in  1803  he  had  succeeded  in  ^Bcar- 
ing  a  nutnber  from  the  lale  of  Skye,  whose  friends  hatl  largely 
gone  to  North  C&roUna,  and  that  others  of  them  were  from 
ICoes,  Argyfe,  and  Invamees,  and  that  the  friends  of  these  had 
cbjefiy  gone  to  the  United  States. 

After  going  into  some  detail  as  to  the  inanageuieub  of  his 
Prince  Edward  Island  Highlanders,  he  speoke  of  the  auoeoss 
of  hia  exparimecttt  and  gives  ua  proof  of  hia  oousutniog  interest 
hi  the  progress  and  happiness  of  his  poor  fell ow- con ntry men- 
It  is  consequently  almost  beyond  doubt  the  fact  that  it  wah 
hia  deaire  for  conying  out  his  emigration  scheme  that  led  bim 
to  obtain  control  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  not 
the  desire  lo  luti'oduce  »  eokiny  to  injure  the  North'West  trade. 
OS  charged. 

There    can    bo    no    doubt    of    Lord    Bel  kirk 'a    thoroughly 
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patiiotio  aud  lofty  alzus.  Id  1608  he  publi&bcd  a  brochuro 
of  soice  eighty  pages  on  *'  A  S^etdm  of  National  Defenoe/' 
In  this  he  shows  ibe  viilue  of  a  locul  militia  and  proposes  n. 
plan  io^  the  mainteDance  of  a  saffiaient  force  bo  proieot  Great 
Britaiu  from  ita  active  onemy,  NapolcoQ.  He  mEkintains  that 
u  Volurtteek'  force  would  not  bo  permnDetit  \  and  thai  under 
uny  sdirblanae  of  peaoo  bbat  BstELblialunent  must  immeJiatGly 
fall  to  pieces.  Hie  ox3\y  depenclenoo  for  tho  fiafely  of  tbe 
country  ie  in  □.  Icoat  militia. 

With  his  plan  somewhat  matured,  he  began  in  1810  lo 
obtH,in  pos^Bfiaioii  of  stock  of  the  Conjpauy,  and  succeeded  in 
haring  much  of  iti  in  the  banda  of  bis  fnetidf.  By  May,  1811. 
he  had  with  his  fiienda  Acquired,  it  i&  said,  not  loss  than  35^000/^ 
fii  the  total  Gtock.  IC^.OOOi.  Bterliiig.  A  general  court  of  the 
proprietors  wjih  called  for  May  SOthn  and  the  propo^ltiort  wra 
made  by  Lord  Sdhirh  to  purchase  a  trtct  of  land  lying  in  the 
■vride  ei:pai]&o  of  Bupcrt'e  Laud  and  on  the  Hod  River  of  the 
North,  to  settle,  within  a  limited  time,  a  lai'ge  colony  on  their 
ifliida  and  to  assume  the  eJpeuse  of  trauaport.  of  outUy  for  the 
seltlerB,  of  f^overnment,  of  protection,  and  of  quieting  tbo 
Indian  tjtk^  to  the  knds.  At  the  meeting  thero  was 
represented  about  45,000^  worth  of  atnck,  and  the  vote  on 
being  taken  showed  the  repreaentatives  of  neuiiy  30,000i.  of 
the  stock  to  be  in  favoitr  of  accepting  Lord  Selkirk's  propel. 
Among  those  who  voted  M-ith  the  enterprisiiig  Eail  were  bis 
kinamenH  Andrew  Wedderbum,  Esq,  (hanng  nearly  4^K>0i. 
stock).  William  MmnwaiiD^.  the  Governor  Joseph  Bereits, 
Deputy- Governor  John  Henry  Pelly,  and  many  other  woU- 
bnown  proprietors. 

T)ie  oppot^iticn  wa^,  however,  by  no  means  iuBignifiaoat, 
William  Tbw&ytes,  repreeenbing  oeurly  10,000^.,  voted  sgttilirt 
the  proposal,  as  did  also  Bobert  Wiiitebead,  who  bold  3000^ 
stocks  The  most  violent  opponeutSp  however,  were  the  Nor'- 
WeeterB  who  were  in  England  at  the  time.  Two  of  them  had 
only  purchased  stock  wilhin  forty-eight  hours  of  khe  meeting. 
These  were  Aloiaui^cr  M.ackcDzie,  John  Englis,  and  Edward 
Ellice,  the  three  together  representing  less  thiin  2500/. 

The  projector  of  the  colony  having  now  beaten  down  all 
oppositioL,  forLhwitJi  proceeded  to  oarry  ouL  his  great  plan  of 
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oolonisfrtiOTi.  Hie  project  hci«,  of  doul'^g,  been  grejitly  cntioizccl. 
H«  hftB  becQ  called  '^&  Idnd-heartGd  but  visionary  Scottish 
noblaman,'*  juid  his  relaLive,  Bir  JameR  WatlJfirbura,  apoke  o! 
him  fifty  years  ftfterwarde  ftfl  "  a  remarkable  m&n,  who  had  tbe 
miefortune  to  live  before  bia  time."  Certainly  Lord  Selkirk 
met  with  gigantic  diffioultiea,  but  theae  were  ratber  fmm  the 
North-Wast  Compuxty  than  from  any  ontiimeliiiesa  in  hia^ 
emigration  aoheroc. 

Lord  Selkirk  soon  iasu«d  the  advertisement  tind  prospeotua 
of  tbe  new  cnloay.  He  held  fortib  tbe  advftntage  to  hif  derived 
from  joining  the  colony-  His  policy  was  very  comprohensivo. 
Ho  sbid :  "  The  settlemenL  ie  to  be  formed  in  a  territory  where 
religion  is  not  the  ground  of  any  disquabfioatioo,  au  nn- 
I'eserved  partieipalion  in  every  privilege  will  therefore  ho. 
aujoyeU  by  Protoatant  and  Catholio  without  distinction/' 

The  area  of  the  xxfivi  settlcmont  was  said  to  consist  of 
110,000  square  milea  on  tbe  Red  and  Aiisiiiiboine  Rivers,  %T\d 
one  of  Che  most  fertile  districta  of  North  Ameriea.  The  name 
Asaiuiboia  was  given  it  from  the  AaBinibome,  and  steps  were 
takon  immediately  to  organize  a  go^'emment  for  tbe  eimbryo 
colony. 

Active  measures  were  tiien  t&Tceci  by  tbe  Earl  of  Selldrk  to 
lidvance  his  ocheme.  and  il;  was  determined  to  send  out  the  firat 
oolony  immodialclyH  Borne  years  before,  Lord  Selkirk  hod 
earned  on  a  oorrespondence  with  ^in  tj,  E,  Loyalist  colonist, 
Miles  Moedonell,  formerly  an  officer  of  the  King's  Boyal 
Eegiiuent  of  New  York,  who  ha^  been  gireo  the  ra.nk  of 
captain  in  the  Canadian  Mjhtia.  Mocdonall's  oseistanQe  was 
obtained  in  tbe  new  entorpme,  and  he  wa^  appointed  by  his 
lordsbip  to  supenntend  his  colony  at  Red  Rivt-r. 

Uany  incorrect  etatemeota  have  beeo  mode  about  tbe  different 
bands  of  colonists  which  found  tbcir  way  to  lied  Biver.  No^| 
lees  tban  four  parties  arrived  at  Red  River  by  way  of  York  or  ^ 
Oburchill  Fu^tonen  between  the  years  1611  and  181G,  Facts 
comjooted  with  one  of  ibem  have  been  naturaliy  confused  in 
the  memories  of  tbe  old  settlers  on  Red  River  with  what  hap- 
pened to  other  bands^  In  this  way  tbo  author  ha«  found  thai 
repronentBtiOEis  mut^e  to  him  and  embodied  in  bis  work  on 
"Manitoba.'*  published  in   1863,  were  in  several  pailioabj& 


*o8 


TBB  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY 


inooireGt,  Fortan&tely  ed  I^Ijc  years  bhe  letter-book  of  Gaptu 
MJes  MfrcdortcU,  the  Icodor  of  tho  oolony,  has  bceti  ftoquired 
from  the  MiBaea  MocdonoU  of  BrookvUle  by  the  lud&Iiitig&bU 
&rohivE»t,  Dougl&s  Brj^mntu'  of  OUawA.  These  letters  enAble 
U8  to  give  ^  clecir  and  occumte  account  cf  the  drab  band  of 
ooloiuBtB  that  touod  its  way  to  the  heihrt  of  the  Contincot  ftnd 
began  the  Eed  Biver  aettl^ment. 

In  the  end  of  June,  IBll,  O&ptain  Miles  Maodomell  found 
litmaelf  at  Yarmoutli,  on  ^he  eavt  cOfi«t  of  England,  with  a  fieeb 
of  three  vaasolfl  sent  out  by  Iho  Hudson's  BiLy  Compftnr  for 
their  regular  trade  and  aleo  to  d^tt^  tho  first  oolonitttfl-  These 
VHsaela  wei^e  the  ^Brintt  of  Waie.&,  the  EddyslojiP,  and  ui 
old  craft,  Ihe  Etiwai'd  and  Amu,  vcitb  *'oId  sail  ropes*  &c,,  uid 
voi-y  badly  manned."  This  e^tro,  vessel  was  evidently  intended 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  colonists.  By  the  middlo  of  July 
the  liLLle  fleet  had  reaiilial  the  Pentland  Firth  and  wero 
compelled  to  put  into  Stromnaas,  when  the  Prince  oj  TFo^j 
embarked  a  tiumber  of  Orknoymon  intended  for  the  Company^'B 
service.  The  mec  of  the  Hudpion's  Bay  Company  at  Ihie  time 
were  largely  drawn  from  tho  Orkney  Islanda. 

Proceeding  on  Ihoir  wtiy  the  fleet  made  rendeiYOUB  at 
StoiTtoway,  the  ohief  town  of  Lewis,  one  of  the  HobriduB.  Here 
had  arrived  a  number  of  ootoidsts  or  employes,  aome  from 
Sligo,  olt^ere  from  Glasgow,  end  others  from  different  parts  of 
the  nighlandflH  Uany  InSueuccLS  were  operating  ^ALuab  tbe 
auoocBS  of  the  oolouieing  ostpeditioa.  It  had  the  atrenoous 
opposition  oi  Sir  Alexander  Maokenxie,  then  in  Britain,  and  the 
newspapers  cootained  artioles  mtended  to  dlBoouraf^e  H,ni  dia< 
tuade  people  from  omharking  in  the  enterprise.  Mr.  Beid, 
QoUeotor  of  Cuatoms  at  Stornoway,  whose  wife  was  an  aunt  of 
Sir  Aleiapder  Maekenaie,  throw  every  impediment  in  die  way 
of  tho  projoet«  and  eomo  of  those  engt^g'^d  by  Lord  Selkirk  were 
nolually  lur^  away  by  oiilLutJDg  agc^nts.  A  eo-called  "  Captun  " 
Mackenvio,  danoiniimtoil  a  '*  mean  fellow/'  oame  alongside  the 
Eihittnl  iim/  Anfir,  wbiob  hud  tomo  seventy-aix  nmn  aboard — 
Olaitgovv  inmi,  Ui^U,  ''and  a  few  from  Orkney" — and  oiuimed 
*t>mo  of  tli^mi  tM  *' ih«A«i'tomi  frcm  Her  Majeety's  soi'vioe/' 
Tho  il«i|(WkiL  wa<H  biiwi^ror,  retintuil.  It  h  ao  wooder  that 
in  bit  Mi^v  ti.1  if^v\\  Salkb'k,  Oaptaiu  fiXoodonell  writes,  *'  AH 
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tbe  men  tliat  we  ^hall  have  ivre  now  emb&i'ke^,  liab  it  has  been 
an  herculean  taak/' 

A  promiuent  employe?  o£  tho  espodition,  Mr,  MonorielF 
Blfur,  poking  a,s  a  ^nlUiman,  deserted  on  July  35lb,  tbe  day 
before  the  nftihng  of  dje  vesseln.  A  number  of  the  des^ters  ub 
Stornow&y  bnd  left  ttieir  effects  ou  board,  and  these  were 
diepoped  of  by  sate  atnong  the  paBaengeiB,  Araoxig  the  offioera 
waa  a  Mr.  Edwards,  who  aotod  as  medical  man  of  the  expedi- 
tion^ He  bud  hia  hands  completely  f ulf  dLjri  \\%  the  voyage  lind 
returned  to  England  with  the  ships.  Another  notable  person  on 
board  was  a  Roman  Calholic  pneat,  known  iis  Father  Bourka, 
Captain  Macdonell  was  himself  a  Roman  Catholio,  hut  hd  ^eftcnft 
from  the  first  to  have  had  no  confidence  in  the  pHest,  who.  he 
stated,  had  "come  away  without  the  leave  of  big  biahop,  who 
was  at  (he  time  at  IXiblin/'  Father  Bourke,  we  shall  aee» 
though  carried  safely  to  the  flbores  of  Htidson  Bay.  never 
reach^^  the  interior,  but  returned,  to  Britain  in  the  fallowing 
>ear-  After  the  usual  iaoidents  of  "an  uaoommon  share  of 
boisterous,  stormy,  and  cold  weather  "  on  the  ocean,  the  ships 
entered  Hudson  Bay.  Experiencing  "a  □oui'eu  ol  tine  mild 
weather  and  moderate  fair  winds,"  on  September  24th  the  fleet 
reacted  the  harbour  of  York  Factory,  after  a  voyage  of  aitty- 
ODO  days  out  from  Stornoway»  the  Edd'^itone,  which  was 
intended  to  go  to  Churchill,  not  having  b^en  Able  to  reach  that 
Factory,  coming  with  the  other  veeaele  to  Tork  Factory. 

The  late  arrival  of  the  colony  on  the  shores  of  Hudson  Bay 
made  it  imposnible  to  asjcend  the  Nelson  Rivpr  and  reach 
the  interior  during  the  season  of  1811.  Acoordingly  Captain 
Mflcdonell  made  prep  am  ti  oris  for  wintering  on  the  Bay.  York 
Factory  would  not  probably  have  afforded  aufficient  acoommo- 
datioQ  for  the  ooloniatB,  but  in  addition  CaptoJn  Moodonell  atalea 
in  a  letter  to  Lord  Selkirk  that  '*  the  factory  Is  very  iU  con- 
Btructed  and  not  at  hJI  atUpted  fgr  a  cold  country."  In  conae- 
quence  of  iheae  con^sideratiousi  Capbain  Hocdonell  at  once 
undertook,  during  the  fair  weather  of  the  season  yet  remaining, 
&o  build  winter  quarters  on  the  north  side  of  the  riTsr.  at  a 
distance  of  some  miles  from  the  Factory.  No  doubt  matteraof 
discipliue  entered  into  the  plane  <\\  the  leader  of  the  coloniata. 
In  a  abort  timo  vcr>-  uomfortubU  dw<]Uing3  were  erected,  built 
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of  rouQd  loga,  th«  front  eiJe  high  %vith  a  ehoJe  roof  elcping  (o 
tlie  rear  a  foot  thick — and  the  group  of  huts  was  known  qb 
*'  Nelson  encfitupmeiib  \  " 

The  chief  work  during  the  earlier  winter,  whioh  the  cnptftin 
laid  on  his  two  score  mou  v^as  providing  themselves  with  fae]. 
of  which  there  was  plenty,  and  obtaioing  food  from  the  Factory, 
for  which  sledges  drawn  over  the  anow  were  atilizod  hy  the 
detachments  aent  on  this  aerrice.  Tbc  most  serious  difficnlty 
WftSj  hcwevar,  a  meeting,  in  which  a  dozen  <>r  mora  of  the 
men  heoame  completely  insubordinate,  and  refused  to  yield 
obedioQCQ  either  to  Captain  Macdonell  or  to  Mi'.  W-  H. 
Cook,  the  Governor  of  the  Factory.  Every  otTort  was  mad©  to 
maintftin  discipline,  but  the  men  steadily  held  to  their  owd 
way,  lived  apart  from  Macdonell,  and  drew  their  own  pro- 
Visions  from  the  fort  to  their  huts.  ThiB  tended  to  make  the 
winter  aomewha,t  long  and  diBagreaable, 

Captain  Macdonell,  heing  a  Canadhm,  knew  well  the 
dangera  of  the  dreud  diaeaatj  of  iLe  aourvy  attuoking  hia  in- 
esperidticed  colonists.  The  men  at  the  fort  prophesied  evil 
things  in  this  respect  for  the  "encampment-"  The  captaiD 
took  early  steps  to  raseti  the  disease,  and  his  letters  to  Governor 
Cook  always  contain  demands  for  "  eaaenoe  of  malt,"  "  orystal- 
liaed  salts  of  lemon/*  and  other  anti-soorbutioa.  Though 
some  of  his  men  were  attacked,  yet  the  sovereign  remedy  flo 
often  employed  in  the  *'  lumber  camps  '*  of  America,  the  juice 
of  Ihe  white  spruce,  wasapphed  with  almost  magical  eSeot.  As 
the  winter  went  oUj  plenty  of  venison  was  received,  and  the 
health  of  his  wintering  party  was  in  the  spring  much  better 
than  could  hare  been  anticipated. 

After  the  New  Year  had  oome,  all  thongbta  were  directed  to 
preparations  for  the  journey  of  700  miles  or  thoreaboula  to 
the  interior.  A  nuiubor  of  boats  were  rerjuired  for  transporta- 
tion of  the  oolomsts  and  their  effeebs,  Capt.'iin  Maedoneli  in- 
Bisted  on  his  boats  being  njade  after  a  different  style  from  the 
boB.ta  oommonly  used  at  thai  time  by  the  CoE:ipaDy>  Hia 
model  was  the  dat  boat,  which  he  bad  seen  ased  in  the  Mohawk 
Biver  in  tho  State  of  New  York.  The  workmanship  displayed 
in  the  making  of  these  boats  very  much  dissatisfied  Captain 
Macdonell^  and  he  oonstaotly  complamed  of  the  indolence  of 
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libe  workmeo-  Id  consequence  cA  thie  ineffioieiLcy  the  oofit  of 
Lbe  boiLU  to  Lord  Belkirk  waa  very  great,  fljid  drew  forth  tha 
objactiojis  of  tbe  leader  of  the  cotonj. 

CaptaiD  MacdonoU  hod  tho  acbivo  a&siEtacoo  of  Mr^  Cook, 
the  officer  in  obarge  of  York,  and  of  Mr,  Aiildi  the  Commauder 
of  Giurchill,  the  latter  ha-ving  cooje  dovra  to  York  to  oiake 
orratigemeDljs  ff^r  the  inland  journey  ol  the  colonista.  By 
July  Iflt,  1812,  the  ice  had  moved  from  the  river,  tind  the  ex- 
pedition started  soon  after  on  the  journey  to  Bed  Bivar.  The 
new  eettlere  found  the  route  u  hard  and  trying  one  with  its 
rapide  aad  portages.  The  boats,  too,  were  heavy,  and  the 
ooloniatB  inexperienced  in  managing  them.  It  woa  well  on 
toward  Autumn  when  the  corapany,  numbering  about  sevpiity, 
reached  the  Red  River.  No  speoial  preparation  htid  hetu  iciadfi 
for  the  ooloniflts,  and  the  winter  would  eoon  be  upon  them. 
Some  of  the  partioe  wore  given  Bbelter  in  the  Company  fort 
nnd  hnildinggf  odhers  in  the  huts  of  the  freed  men,  wLio  were 
ruarrled  to  the  Indian  womoD,  and  settled  in  the  oeighhuurbood 
of  the  Porta,  while  others  still  found  rofugo  in  the  tonta  of  the 
Indian  enoampment  in  the  vicinity.  The  eondition  of  the 
colonists  W£(H  pitiable  in  the  eitreme.  During  the  first  unrtter 
on  lEed  Biver,  and  Id  the  Bpring  foUowiDg,  Governor  Macdouell 
bought  from  the  North-Weet  Company,  for  the  nae  of  the 
settlers,  coneiderablc  quantities  of  pcslatoeH,  barley,  oats,  and 
garden  seedfl,  with  four  cowr.  a  bull,  pig^,  poultry,  £c-»  articles 
whieh  hiLd  been  brought  from  Oauoda  at  a  Iftrge  expense. 
Governor  Macdonell  e;tpreaBed  gratitude  to  the  North-Wcst 
Compaoy  for  thue  B-ffording  iLssistanee  in  giving  hiE  colonists  a 
start  in  the  new  land. 

While  Goveroor  MncdoneU  was  thus  early  engaged  in  making 
a  beginning  in  the  new  colony.  Lord  Selkirk  was  socking  out 
more  colonists,  and  sent  out  a  small  number  to  the  New 
World  by  the  Hudson's  Bjty  Company  ships.  Before  aaNing 
from  Stomoway  the  second  party  met  with  serious  inteiruption 
from  tbo  collector  of  Cnstoms,  who,  we  have  eeen,  was  reJuted 
to  Sir  Aleiwider  Mackenaie.  Tbe  number  on  board  the  ships 
was  greater,  it  waa  oiainied,  than  the  "  Dundas  Act"  permitted, 
Through  the  influence  of  Lord  BelkLrk  the  ships  were  allowed 
to  proceed  on  tbcir  voyage.     Pnson  fovor^  ^^  ^^  ^t,  brolte  out 
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on  ttie  voyage,  so  that  &  cumber  died  %t  aea,  ej:xd  others 
on  the  ahore  of  HudsoD  Bay.  A  amoU  number,  not  mors 
than  filleen  or  twenty,  reached  Ead  Rivet  in  the  autumn 
ol 1813. 

During  the  previoutf  wiuter  Governor  Macdonell  had  t&kea  & 
number  of  the  ooLanisbs  to  Pembma,  a  point  sixty  mUee  eoutii 
of  the  Porks,  where  buffalo  coold  be  had.  To  the  second 
wtutier  (1813-14)  he  retired  t^o  the  tj&me  spo[^,  and  al  this  poin£ 
a  fort,  caUod  Port  Daer,  from  one  of  Lord  Selkirk's  titleH,  waa 
ere<]ted.  On  returning,  tiftor  tha  aeoond  winter,  to  tho  sottle- 
fflentj  the  coloni^t^a  sowed  o.  em^l  quantity  cf  wheat,  though^ 
not  Laving  hoisee  or  oiea,  they  were  compelled  to  preparo 
the  ground  vi'\iSa  the  boe. 

Lord  Scll^irk  had  not  been  sjuuoua  In  1812  to  send  a  large 
addition  to  his  colony.  In  1S13  he  made  greater  efforU, 
and  iu  June  »eab  out  in  the  Prince,  of  Walt^.  n&illng  from 
Orkney*  n  party  under  Mr.  Archibald  Mftcdonald,  numbering 
flome  ninety-three  persona,  Mr,  Macdooold  baa  written  an 
Ctcconnt  of  htH  voyuge,  and  has  given  as  a  remarkably  conciao 
ftad  clear  pajnphlet.  Having  spent  the  tfinter  at  Churcibill, 
Macdooald  started  on  April  14tb  with  a  considerable  number 
of  his  party,  and,  coming  by  way  of  York  Factory,  reached 
Bed  River  on  June  22iid,  when  they  were  able  to  plant  some 
thirty  c>r  forty  bushels  of  potatoes.  The  settJere  were  in  good 
spirits,  havirig  received  plots  of  l4ind  Co  buLId  houses  for  tbem- 
seJvec.  Governor  Macdoneil  went  northward  to  meet  the 
remainder  of  Archibald  Macdonald's  party,  and  airived  with 
them  labe  in  the  eeaaon. 

On  aocoLintof  various  misunderatundings  bc^twcen  tho  Colony 
Bjid  the  Norib-West  Company,  which  wo  fihoU  relate  more 
parbicularly  in  another  chapter,  160  of  the  colonists  were  in- 
duced by  a  North-Weet  otticer,  Duncan  Cameronr  to  leave  the 
oounii^  and  go  by  a  long  oauoe  jom'Dcy  to  Canada.  The  re- 
mainder, nmnhering  about  sixty  persons,  making  up  about 
thirteen  families,  were  driven  from  the  ^fttlement*  and  found 
refuge  at  Norway  House  (Jack  River)  at  the  foo;  of  Lake 
Winnipeg.  An  cOiocx  &om  Lord  Selkii-k*  Colin  Bobeiteon, 
arrived  in  the  colony  to  aaaist  these  aettlera,  but  found  them 
drivon  ont     He  followed  them   lo  Norway  House.  *j.nd  with 


LORD  SELKIRK'S  COLONY  113 

hia  tweaby  clerks  and  servftnU,  conducted  tbem  back  to  K^ 
Kiver  lo  their  clesened  homes, 

Wbile  tliesti  di&ustrouH  proceeding  were  taking  place  OD 
Red  River,  including  tho  summons  to  Governor  MjLciontlL  to 
nppew  before  the  Courts  of  Lower  Canada  to  answer  certain 
<ibikrgea  made  against  him.  Lord  BQlkirk  was  eHpoQially  natrive 
in  Gieat  BritFLm,  and  gabbered  togelber  tbe  best  band  oE 
eettlers  yet  sent  out,  Thefio  were  iitrgely  from  the  paripb  of 
Ktldonan,  in  SntberlandflhireT  SootlLnd,  Governor  Hacdonell 
having  gone  eB,Bi  to  Canada,  the  colony  waa  to  be  pluced 
lef  a  new  Govercori  a  military  ofBcer  of  some  distinGiion, 

»bert  Scmple,  ^ho  had  trttvelied  in  different  piirtfl  of  the 
world.  Governor  Semple  waa  in  charge  of  this  fourth  party  of 
colonists,  who  numbered  nbout  100.  With  this  party,  haaten- 
ing  through  his  journey.  Governor  Semple  reached  his 
deetination  on  Bed  River  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  somQ 
year  in  which  tbey  had  left  the  motherlatid. 

Thus  WQ  have  Been  the  arrivd  uf  those  who  were  known  aa 
the  Selkirk  colonists.     Wo  recapitulate  their  nnmbera  ; — 

Inieil,  retKshingtted  Rirerin  1813        ,        ,        .        »        .  70 

In  Ifll^,  rfiflching  R^^fl  River  in  1813 ISorBO 

III  lai.l,  raadiiiig  R«d  Riverin  two  pBTti^a  in  1814        -        .  93 

In  ISlfJ,  reaching  Rud  River  in  tlie  same  yemr  .  ,  100 
Mukii^  dcnlQ<:tion  kA  thu  Irish  (iettf«rB  there  were  of  the 

HigMiiiid  colunbtfi  abotit  ....,,  270 
Lefs    thixir   \k*X    by  Uih  NurtL-WuHt  Oumpnny   in    19t4  to 

Canadu         .        .        ,        ,         ......  140 

pL^nuaiiuut  Hlghluiid  dettilera .        ......  130 

Of  tboBB  but  two  remained  on  the  banks  of  the  Bed  Eiver  in 
l&dTt  George  Bamierman  and  John  M^athesac,  and  tbey  have 
both  died  since  that  time. 

We  shall  follow  the  hiatoryof  these  eolouiste  further;  suffioe 
it  now  to  Bay  that  their  fleitlement  haa  proved  the  country  to 
lie  one  of  great  fertility  and  promise  ;  and  their  early  estfbbli tth- 
lEie&t  no  doubt  prevented  international  compbc&tions  wiib  tbe 
Uiiitod  States  that  might  bfive  rendered  tbe  poaaossion  of 
Hupert's  Land  a  matter  of  uncertainty  to  Great  Britain, 


OHAPTEE  XXIV, 

TBOUBLB    BBTWEBN    THE    OOHPANIBS, 

Nor'-WMters  oppoae  the  colony— Reaaoo  why — A  conaiderftWa 
literature — GootentionB  of  both  parties — Both  in  fault— Miles 
MacdonsU'B  miatake — Nor'-Wester  arrogance — Dimcao  CamB- 
ron'ft  iDgemoua  plan^Stirrin?  up  tha  Chippewaa— Nor'-Westera 
warn  coloniata  to  depart— McLood^e  hitherto  unpubtiehod  nam^ 
tive — Pivid  account  of  a  brave  defence — Chain  ahot  from  tha 
blackaniith^H  amithy — Fort  Douglaa  begun — Settlera  driven  out 
— Governor  Bemple  arrives — Cameron  last  Governor  of  Fort 
Qibraltar — Cameron  sent  to  Britain  aa  a  priaoner — Fort  Gibraltar 
captured — Fort  Gibraltar  decreaaea.  Fort  Douclaa  increaaea— 
Free  trader*  take  to  the  plaina — Indiana  favour  the  coloniata. 

To  the  most  casual  obeerrer  it  must  have  been  evident  th&t 
the  oolony  to  be  established  by  Lord  BeUcirk  would  be  regarded 
with  disfavour  by  the  North'West  Company  officers.  The 
strenuous  opposition  shown  to  it  in  Great  Britain  by  Sir 
Alexander  MEwkenzie,  and  by  all  who  were  connected  with  him, 
showed  quite  clearly  that  it  would  receive  little  favour  on  the 
Red  Eiver. 

Firsts  it  was  a  Hudeon'e  Bay  aoheme,  and  would  greatly 
advance  the  inberests  of  the  English  trading  Company.  That 
Company  would  have  at  the  very  threshold  of  the  fur  country 
a  depot,  surrounded  by  traders  and  worknien,  which  would 
give  them  a  gieat  advantage  over  their  rivala. 

Beoondly,  civilisation  and  its  handmaid  ^riculture  are 
incompatible  with  the  fur  trade.  As  the  settler  enters,  the 
fur-bearing  animals  are  exterminated.  A  sparsely  settled, 
almost  unocoupted  country,  is  tho  only  hope  of  preserving  this 
trade. 

Thirdly,  the  claim  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  under 
its  charter  was  that  they  had  the  sole  right  to  pursue  the  fur 
trade  in  Bupert's  Land.     Their  traditional  policy  on  Hudson. 
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Bay  bad  been  to  drive  on1j  private  tr&de,  and  to  preserve  tUeir 
moDopoIy. 

Fourthly,  the  Nor'-Weatera  ckimed  to  be  the  lineal  buo- 
OBHHora  of  the  Frencb  traders,  who,  uuder  Vetandrye,  had 
opened  up  the  regioo  weat  of  Lake  Superior.  They  long  nJter 
mamlained  that  priority  of  discovery  and  earlier  posaeeaioo 
gave  Ehen  tba  right  to  claim  Lhe  region  in  dispute  as  beloDgicg 
to  thfi  province  of  Qur^bec,  B,nd  so  u.3  bBing  a  pAd!  of  CH.a«da. 

The  first  and  aecond  parties  ol  settlers  vrere  so  small,  and 
seemed  ao  little  able  to  cope  with  the  difdoulties  of  their 
situation,  that  no  greEit  amonnt  of  opposition  waa  shown,  Tbey 
were  made,  it  is  truti>  tho  laugbiug-^bock  of  tbe  half-breedH 
and  Indians,  for  those  £rco  oMldren  of  the  prairies  rcgardod  tbo 
nso  oE  the  hoe  or  other  agiicultuml  implement  as  beneuih  theiu- 
The  tarm  ^*  Pork^ealfra,"  applied,  as  we  have  seen^  to  the 
Toyageurs  east  of  Fort  William,  was  freely  applied  to  tbeee 
eettl^^. 

A  considerable  literature  is  in  axisteiteo  dealing  with  the 
eveutfi  of  this  period.  It  is  somewbHt  difficult,  in  the  conflicb 
of  opifiioUp  U>  reach  a  basis  of  certuinty  ua  to  (be  fiicts  of  thie 
contest.  The  Indiaci  oountry  is  proverbtEil  for  the  prevalence 
of  rumour  and  misrepr(>G«ntation.  Moreover,  prejudice  and 
self-interest  were  mingled  with  deep  ^St^ioq,  bo  thafi  the  facts 
are  very  hjird  to  ob&ain. 

The  upbijlders  of  the  colony  claim  that  do  sooner  had  the 
settlsrs  arrived  than  effori^s  were  made  to  stir  up  the  Indiana 
againat  them;  that  I)eside9,  the  agenis  of  the  Nortb-West 
Oompany  had  iuduced  tlie  Metis,  or  half-breedsi  to  disguise 
themaelvea  as  Indians,  and  that  on  their  way  to  Pembina  cna 
man  was  robbed  by  tbcao  desperadoes  of  tlie  gun  which  bis 
father  had  carried  at  Gullodeu,  a  woman  of  her  mamage  ring, 
and  otbei^  of  various  om&menta  and  valuable  articles.  There 
were^  however,  it  is  admitted^  no  specially  hostile  acts 
noticeable  during  the  years  181^  and  1813. 

The  advocates  of  the  North-West  Company,  on  the  other 
hand,  blame  the  Erst  aggression  on  Miles  MftcdoaelL 
Buring  ihe  winter  of  iS13  and  1914  Governor  Uacdonetl  and 
hie  ooloniatB  were  occupying  Fort  Daei-  »l  Pembina.  The 
supply  of  Huhsistence   from   ihe  bufi&lo   was  short,  food  woa 
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didloulb  tc  obtam,  bbe  war  >ribli  bhe  United  States  was  in 
progress  und  mighl  out  off  comojUDioation  with  Montreal,  and, 
iQoreover,  li  body  of  colonists  w^  expected  to  arrive  during 
the  year  from  Great  Britain.  Acoordlagly,  tbe  GovBmor,  on 
January  8tb,  1314,  iBBued  &  proolmnalion. 

He  oiaimod  tlie  lemtory  aa  coded  tct  Lord  Solkirk,  and  gave 
thfi  dMoHption  of  tbe  truci  thos  traoRferr^,  The  proclam&- 
tion  Chen  goea  on  Lo  say:  '' Aud  whereArS  tbd  welfuJ-e  of  the 
fajniliea  jib  proaeatr  formmg  the  settlements  on  the  Bed  Biver, 
within  the  efliii  toi'ritory,  with  those  ou  thoir  way  to  it,  passing 
tbe  winter  nt  York  or  Churchill  Forta  on  HudsoQ  Bay,  ae  alao 
thoae  who  are  expected  to  arrive  next  autumn,  renders  it  a 
cecesaary  ar:d  indbpecsable  parb  of  my  duty  to  provide  for 
their  support,  Tho  uooultiv&ted  BtWe  of  the  countryf  the 
ordinary  reBOuroea  derived  from  the  buffalo,  and  other  wild 
animalB  hunted  within  the  teirritory*  are  nob  deemed  more  than 
adequate  for  the  rcquiflile  supply ;  wherefore,  it  is  hereby 
ordei-ed  that  ne  peraone  trading  in  fui-s  or  provi^ona  within 
the  territory,  for  tbe  Honourable  the  Hudgoa's  Buy  Company, 
the  Norbh-Weat  GompnDy,  or  any  individud  or  nnoonui^oted 
Irodete  wbat&ver,  Ghall  take  out  acy  proriaioaa,  either  of  fleah, 
graiti,  cjr  v^getabloe^  procured  or  raised  within  the  territory,  by 
water  or  land-carriage  for  one  twelvemonth  from  the  date 
hcri-of ;  »ave  and  Birept  what  riiay  ha  judged  necessary  for  bho 
trading  parties  at  the  present  time  within  the  territory,  to 
eivrry  thorn  to  their  re&pective  deetinatione,  and  who  may,  on 
due  apphcarioa  to  me,  obtaio  lioeDca  for  the  eame.  TliB 
provisions  procured  and  raised  ae  above,  shall  he  taken  for  tho 
uee  of  the  oolouy,  auil  that  no  loaaea  may  aoorue  to  the  parties 
oonoemed,  they  wjil  be  paid  for  by  British  bills  at  the 
oustomary  rates,  ka" 

The  Nor'-Waslfurs  Lheii  recalled  the  ceremonjes  with  whioli 
GoTcrnof  Maodonet!  had  signahacd  hii)  enbrajioe  to  tbe 
oonntry:  "When  he  arrived  he  gathered  his  oompany  about 
him,  mitde  Ijefore  it  some  impreAshe  ceremonies,  drawn  from 
the  coajuriug  Uiok  of  hia  lordship^  and  mad  to  it  hie  commia^ 
eioD  of  governor  or  rcpreacntative  of  Lord  SeUdrk ;  afterwardg 
u  aalute  was  fired  From  the  Hudaon^B  Bay  Company  fort, 
whioh  proclaimed  his  taking  posaessioQ  of  the  neighbourhood." 
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The  OovomoT,  however,  6cxm  gave  onothor  example  oF  hia 
deWrminatioD  to  AGBert  hia  tiaihority.  It  bnd  been  represented 
to  him  tbab  the  Norbh-WeRt  Oompajiy  officers  bFid  no  iutention 
of  obeying  the  prooloinatioD^  and  indeed  wer&  eng&ged  in 
buying  up  oil  the  Qvoilorble  snppliea  to  prevent  hia  getting 
t^uougli  for  hie  coloniete.  Convineed  that  hia  oppoceutB  were 
engaged  in  thwarting  his  designs,  the  Governor  eent  John 
&pE!iie^r  to  seize  some  of  the  Htorea  which  had  been  gtithbred 
in  the  North- West  poat  nt  Iho  mouth  of  Ebe  Scuiria  Eiver. 
Spaco^  was  unwilling  to  go,  uolees  very  spBcLfio  inetnietLoua 
were  givdn  him.  The  Governor  had,  by  Lord  Belkirk's 
iitfiuence  id  GanadEb,  been  appointed  w,  oiagiHtrUite.  and  he  now 
issued  a  warrant  authorieing  Spencer  to  adze  the  proviaione  in 
this  fort, 

Spencer,  provided  witb  a  flouble  escort,  proceeded  to  the 
fort  at  the  Sourifi,  and  the  Nor'-^Veuters  mada  no  other 
reaiBt&Qoe  than  to  retire  within  the  etocka.de  and  abut  the  gate 
of  the  fort.  Spenoer  ordered  hia  men  to  Coroe  an  entrance 
with  tiheir  hatchets  Afterwards,  opening  the  atore-houaee. 
they  seized  tiix  hundred  skins  of  diied  meat  (penimioun)  and 
of  greaee,  each  weighing  eigbty-five  pounds-  Thi3  booty  was 
removed  into  the  Hudson'^  Bay  Company  fori  (Brandon 
Houae]  at  that  place. 

We  have  now  before  us  the  first  dedded  action  that  led  to 
the  serious  disturbances  that  followed.  The  question  ftrisae, 
Was  the  Governor  juBtitiod  ia  the  atepe  token  by  him?  No 
doubt,  with  the  legal  opinion  which  Lord  Selkirk  had  obtained, 
ho  considered  himself  thoroiighly  justified-  The  neoesaities  of 
hia  atarving  people  and  the  plec  of  humanity  were  certainly 
strong  motives  urging  him  to  action.  No  doubt  these  eon- 
^dftratioDB  seemed  strong,  bui,  on  the  other  hand,  he  should 
h&ve  remembered  that  the  idea  of  law  in  the  fur  traders' 
Qonntry  was  a  new  thing,  that  the  Nor'-Westers.  moreover, 
were  not  prepared  to  credit  him  with  purity  of  motive,  and 
that  they  had  at  their  diapoail  a  forca  of  wild  Boia  Brdles 
ready  to  follow  the  unbridled  cutitoms  of  the  plaina. 
Further,  oven  in  civiliaed  communities  laws  of  oon-intercourae, 
embargo,  and  the  Like,  are  looked  upon  as  arbitrary  and  of 
doubLifuJ    validity.       All    these    ihings    should    have    led    the 
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Governor,  ill  provided  oa  Ike  was  with  the  force  odooasELry  for 
hid  defence,  to  hesite-to  before  taking  a  courae  likely  to  bo 
diBB^eeable  bathe  Nor'-WesterB,  who  WGuld  legard  it  ilh  an 
Aseerbioa  oi  the  olaim  of  superiority  of  the  Hndaoit's  Bay  Oom- 
pany  and  of  the  coneequent  de^adation  of  their  Oompwiy,  of 
whioh  thoy  were  bo  proud. 

In  their  writiogfl  the  North- Wsat  Company  tnke  HOine  credit 
for  aol  preoipit'Zfttiug  a  conflict,  but  state  that  they  eudured  the 
iDdigititiy  until  their  oouncii  at  Fort  William  should  lake  action 
ID  the  following  flainnier.  At  this  council,  which  waa  interest- 
ing B-ud  lull  c\i  ntrong  feeUng  against  thelf  fur-tiitding  rivals, 
the  Not*-WeaterB,  under  the  preaidenuy  of  the  Hon.  William 
McGiLlivray,  took  decided  aotioti. 

In  the  trials  that  afterwards  arose  out  Of  this  unfortunate 
quarrel,  John  Pritchard,  whoae  forty  days'  wanderings  we  have 
recorded,  teatihed  that  ono  of  the  North-West  agents,  Mac- 
Kenzie,  had  given  him  the  information  that  "  the  intention  of 
the  North- West  Company  waa  to  eeduce  and  inveigle  away  as 
many  of  the  cotoniata  aud  settlers  at  Red  Elver  as  they  could 
iDduce  to  join  tbem ;  and  after  they  ahould  thus  hare 
diminifihed  their  ntoans  of  dofonoe,  to  roiae  tho  Indians  of  Lao 
Bonge,  Foad  du  Lac,  and  other  plaoee,  to  act  and  destroy  the 
settlenienb ;  and  that  it  wau  also  their  intention  to  hring  Lhe 
Governor,  Miles  Mucdonell,  down  to  Montreal  ae  a  prisoner, 
by  way  of  degrading  the  authority  under  which  the  colony 
was  eatabllshed  in  the  eyee  of  the  natives  of  that  country  " 

Simon  McGIIhvray,  a  North-West  Campany  partner,  had 
tiA'o  yean  before  this  written  from  London  that  "  Lord  BeUdrk 
muflt  bo  driven  to  abandon  bia  projeot,  for  hia  euoflose  would 
strike  at  the  very  existence  of  our  trade." 

Two  of  the  moBt  daring  partnera  of  the  North -Wept 
Company  were  put  in  choj^ge  of  Uie  plan  of  campaign  agreed 
on  at  Fort  Wjlliam.  These  were  Duncan  Can^ercn  and 
Alexander  Macdonell.  The  latter  wrote  to  a  friend,  from 
one  of  his  res trng-pl aces  on  his  journey,  *'  Much  is  especfced 
of  UB  .  ,  ,  ao  b&re  is  at  them  with  all  my  heart  and  energy/* 
The  two  partners  arrived  at  Fort  Gibraltar,  situated  at  the 
forke  of  the  Eed  and  Asainiboine  RirerB,  toward  the  «nd 
of  August-     The  senior  piirbuur,  MnaJonelt,  leaving  Oaunfu^m 


al  Fort  Oibralt&L',  went  weatTvard  to  the  Qu'Appelle  Biver. 
to  return  in  the  spring  and  cairy  oul  the  pUu  itgreed  on. 

Cftzneron  had  been  busy  during  the  winter  in  de&hag  witb 
the  settlers,  unci  let  no  opi>Drtiinity  Blip  of  impreasing  them. 
Enoiving  the  fontlnesa  of  Highldndei's  for  nkUitO'ry  dispky*  bo 
dresaed  hjnisolt  in  a  bright  red  coal,  wore  a  sword,  and  in 
writing  to  the  a^ttlera,  nhlch  he  often  did,  aigned  bimeelf, 
'*  D.  Camercti,  Cttpuiin,  Voyjigeur  Cnrpa,  Coruaiaoding  OQicor, 
Eod  River."  He  also  po&kd  an  order  a.t  the  gate  of  bis  fori 
purporting  to  bo  liia  oaptoJn'G  ooiumiBBion.  Somo  dispute  has 
arisen  aa  to  Ihe  vaUdity  of  this  fiuihonty.  There  seems  to 
have  been  some  colour  for  the  uae  of  this  title,  under  authority 
give  a  for  enhating  an  irregular  corps  in  the  upper  lakes 
during  the  American  War  of  1612,  but  the  legal  opinion  is 
that  this  had  no  validity  in  the  Red  Biver  setllement. 

Cameron,  aiming  at  the  de&truciion  of  the  colony,  began  by 
ingratiating  himself  vdih  a,  number  of  the  leading  settlers. 
Enowmg  the  love  of  the  Highlanders  for  their  own  laaguage, 
Cameron  ^poka  to  them  Gaetic  in  his  most  pleadng  manner, 
eotertajned  the  leading  colonists  at  his  own  table,  iird  paid 
many  attentions  to  tbeir  familifsB*  Promises  v^ere  then  made  to 
a  number  of  leaders  to  provido  the  people  with  bomoa  in  Uppei" 
Canada,  to  pay  up  wagee  duo  by  the  Hudaon'a  Bay  Company 
or  Lord  Selkirk,  &nd  to  give  a  year's  provisioos  free,  provided 
the  colony  would  leave  the  Bed  Biver  and  accept  the 
advuulagde  offered  in  Canada.  Thia  phm  suoceedod  remark- 
ably well,  and  it  is  tn  ewom  ovidoDoe  thai  on  throe -quarterB  of 
the  colony  reaching  Fort  William,  a  settler,  GEUnphell,  received 
1002,,  several  others  ^2QL,  and  so  on. 

Some  of  the  beat  of  the  settlers,  amounting  to  about  one- 
quarter  of  the  whole,  refused  all  the  advanooa  of  tho  eubtle 
captain.  Another  method  was  taken  with  this  claHs.  The 
plan  of  frightening  them  away  by  the  co-operutlon  of  the  Cree 
Indiana  had  failed,  but  the  Boia  Br^lcSj  or  half-broods,  were  \ 
more  phant  ogsney.  Tbeac  were  to  be  employed.  Cameron 
now  (April,  1S15)  made  a  demand  on  Archibald  Macdonald, 
Acting  Governor,  to  hand  over  to  the  settlers  the  field  piecea 
belonging  bo  Lord  Selkirk,  on  the  ground  that  ihaso  bad  beon 
DAed  already  to  distui'b   the  peace.     This  startling  order  waa 
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preHentBd  bo  tbe  Governor  by  eeUler  Campbell  on  the  day  od 
which  tbe  TortQightly  issue  of  r&tioiie  took  place  a,i  tbo  colony 
buildinga,  The  settlers  in  favour  of  Cameron  then  broke  open 
tbe  elOF^'house,  and  took  nine  pieces  of  ordntince  &nd  removed 
them  to  Fort  Gibraltar.  The  Governor  having  B,rrefit€tl  pne  of 
the  settlers  wbo  hai  broken  open  the  store^boaae,  a.  niunber 
of  tbe  Ncirtb-Woat  Company  olerka  and  eorvanta,  undoi  orders 
from  Cameron,  broke  iulo  the  Govfiroor'a  bouae  and  reacned 
the  prisoMBr. 

About  this  time  Miles  Maodonell,  Ibe  Governor,  rotiiraed  to 
the  settlement.  A  warrant  htuJ  been  iseaed  for  his  arrest  by 
tha  Nor'-Weslers,  bni  he  refused  for  the  time  to  ncknowledge 
the  juiiadiction  of  the  mngiHtriLtes.  Cameron  now  aprood 
abroad  tbe  sUtemeni^  thM  if  the  settlei^  did  not  deliver  up  the 
Governor,  they  m  turn  would  be  attacked  and  diiveo  Irom 
tbeir  homes.  Certain  coIodIbu  were  now  fired  at  by  uaaeeD 
aasailants. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  the  senior  partner,  Ale:LEinder 
MLbodo&eit,  arrived  Erom  Qu'Appolie,  acoompanied  by  a  band  of 
Cree  Indiana,  The  partnerg  hoped  througb  Iheee  to  fngbt^D 
■the  seUlers  who  reicmned  ol)durfl-te,  but  the  Tiuiiaus  were  too 
BAtuto  to  be  led  into  tbe  quarrel,  and  aasured  Governor  HiJee 
MaedonoU  that  they  were  reaolved  oot  to  mole&t  tbe  new- 
comer a. 

An  efToit  was  &Iso  made  to  stir  up  tbe  Cbippawft  Indians 
of  Band  Lake,  ne&r  tbe  west  of  L&ke  Bupeiior.  Tbe  chief  of 
tbe  bond  declared  to  lbs  ludiaa  Department  of  Canada  that  be 
waa  offered  a  large  rewai^  if  be  would  declare  wur  againat  the 
Selkirk  coloniete.    This  the  Chippewjw  refuBed  lo  do. 

Early  in  June  the  lawless  spiiii}  followed  by  tbe  Nor'- 
Weetera  agejn  ahowed  iteelf.  A  party  from  Fort  Gibraltar 
went  down  with  loaded  muaktjte,  and  from  a  w^khI  near 
the  Govemor*B  residence  £red  upon  fiomu  of  ihe  coluny 
employesp  Mr-  White,  the  aurgeon,  was  nearly  hit,  and  a  ball 
poBBod  close  by  Mr.  Burke,  iha  storekeeper.  Generiil  firing 
Lben  began  from  the  wood  and  was  I'tJtui'ned  from  the  house,  bnt 
fom-  of  the  colony  servants  were  wounded.  Thia  expedition  wub 
under  Cameron,  who  congratulated  his  followers  on  Ihe  result* 

Tbe  damiuid  for  the  surrender  of  the  Governor,  in  answer  to 


the  warraab  isauedp  was  then  mudQ,  Add  at  the  persua^on  oi 
the  nthor  officQi^a  of  the  settlement,  and  k>  Cbvoid  bba  loss  of  life 
and  the  d&ugets  threatened  ogjiinet  the  coloniatifl,  Governor 
MireaMocdouell  aurrendered  himadf  itnd  whs  token  to  MoDbreal 
for  trial,  though  no  itriaJ  ever  look  place. 

The  double  plo-a  of  ooOiTdiig  away  oil  tho  eettle™ -wbo  wore 
open  to  suoh  inducement,  and  of  then  forcibly  driving  aw^ythe 
i^esid^6  from  the  ^ettlenientj  seemed  lifael^  to  succeed.  One 
huudrtMlaod  ibirlj-four  of  the  coloniste.  indueed  by  promises  ot 
free  transport,  t^o  hundred  oores  of  Iibad  in  Upper  CjiOFLda^  as 
well  OA  in  some  easCB  by  substantial  gifts,  deserted  the  oolony  in 
June  (1S15),  along  with  Cameron,  and  arrived  at  Fori  William 
cu  their  wuy  down  the  lak^s  at  the  end  of  July^  These aetUers 
made  Iheir  wuy  in  canoes  along  the  desolate  shores  of  Lake 
Superior  and  Georginn  Boiy,  and  smved  at  HoUand  Landing, 
in  Upper  Canadu,  on  Beptember  5tk  Many  of  them  were 
given  laud  in  the  luwuahip  of  Ws&t  Guillimbury,  near  New- 
market, and  many  of  their  descendants  are  there  to  this  day. 

The  Nor'-Weetera  new  continued  their  persecution  of  tlie 
remnant  of  the  aettlera,  They  bornt  *oaie  oE  their  houses  and 
nsed  thieais  of  the  moat  extreme  kind.  On  June  2<5tb,  1615. 
ihe  following  doonmcnl  was  served  upon  the  disheartened 
oolonista : — 

"  All  settlers  to  retire  immediately  from  the  Bed  Ttivnr,  and 
iLO  trooti  of  a  BetUemeut  to  remain^ 

■*  BosT o>jvAie  Panouan. 

"  WlI.Ll\M     rtHAW. 
"BoWHOMfilE    MOSTOUB." 

The  ocuflict  re&ulting  &t  this  time  may  be  said  to  be  the  Qret 
battle  of  [iha  ^ar.  A  hery  Qi^htuod  trader*  John  McLeod,  was 
ia  charge  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  house  at  this  point, 
and  we  have  his  account  of  the  attack  and  defcnao,  somewhat 
bcmhafltii^  it  may  be,  but  which,  so  fsr  as  known  to  the  autbor, 
haa  n«ver  been  piibhshed  before. 

CXJFT   OF    OUit*    tH    PfiOVINCIAL    LIUKABY,   WIWNIPEO. 

*■  In  1814-15  bein^  in  ohjM'ge  of  the  whole  H«d  River  district, 
I  spent  Uje  winter  a.tr  the  Forks,  at  the  settlt^iitetit  there.     On 
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June  ar5blif  1815.  while  I  was  in  charge,  a  suililen  attack  was 
made  by  an  Ftrmed  band  of  the  N.-W.  party  nnder  the  leader- 
ship of  Alexander  Maodoaell  (Yellow  Head)  and  Cuthbert 
Grants  on  the  BettSemeiit  and  Hudson's  Bay  Company  fort  at 
the  Forks,  They  numbered  about  aevenly  or  eighty,  well 
amiedaQd  on  horsebaok-  Having  had  some  ^wamiag  of  it,  I 
oesumed  command  of  both  the  cdlony  and  H,  B.  C.  pai'Uea. 
MuBteriug  with  inferior  numbers,  and  with  only  a  tew  guns, 
we  took  a  stand  againiit  them.  Taking  my  place  amongi^t  the 
oolonistfl.  I  fought  with  them-  AH  fought  bravely  and  kept  up 
the  bgbt  LIS  long  as  possible,  Many  all  about  tne  falling 
wounrSed ;  one  mortally.  Only  thirteen  out  of  om*  band 
OBcaped  unscathed. 

^'  Tho  brunt  of  the  struggle  was  near  the  H,  B.  C.  poat,  oIobc 
to  whicb  was  our  blacksmith'a  smithy — a  lo^  building  about 
ten  feet  by  ten.  Being  hard  pressed,!  thought  of  trying  the 
little  cannon  (a  three  or  Four  pounder)  lying  idJe  in  the  post 
where  it  oould  not  well  bo  used. 

*'  One  of  the  Bettlers  (Hugh  McLean)  went  with  two  of  my 
mQn,  with  his  chtI  to  fetah  Tt,  with  »11  the  oart  chains  be  could 
get  and  EOme  powder.  Finally »  we  got  the  whole  to  the 
blaokamitb's  smithy,  where,  chopping  up  the  chain  into  lengths 
for  fibot.  we  opened  a  5re  of  chain  sbot  on  the  enemy  which 
drove  back  the  nnRin  body  and  scattered  them,  and  saved  the 
post  fr<An  utter  dcBtruction  and  piiloge.  All  the  ooloniets' 
housQB  worSf  bowever,  destroyed  by  fire.  HoTiseleaa,  wounded, 
and  in  extreme  distress,  tbey  took  to  tbe  boats,  and^  savii^g 
what  they  uould,  started  for  Norway  House  (Jack"?  River), 
deoWtng  thoy  would  never  return. 

''The  enemy  etili  prowled  about,  detormined  apparently  lo 
eipel,  dead  or  alive,  all  of  our  party.  All  of  tbe  H,  B. 
Company's  officeria  and  men  refused  to  remain,  except  the  two 
brave  fellows  in  the  service,  viz.  Archibald  Ounie  and  Jamea 
Mclntoeh,  who,  with  noble  Hugh  McLean^  joined  in  holding 
the  fort  in  the  smithy.    Governor  Macdouell  was  a  prisoner. 

"In  their  firat  approach  the  enemy  appeared  determined 
more  to  frighten  than  to  kill,  Their  demonstration  in  line  of 
battle,  mounted,  a-nd  ta  full  'war  point'  and  equipment  woe 
fomudable,  but  their  fire,  especially  at  first,  was  desultory. 
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Oitr  parc^,  numbering  only  about  half  theirs,  wbUe  preBervuag 
a  geaeral  line  of  defence,  exposed  iUelf  an  little  ils  possible, 
but  reluroed  the  enemy's  fire,  sharply  checking  the  atiack, 
and  our  line  wits  never  broken  by  theni.  On  the  ooriCrary, 
when  the  chain-tiring  begun,  the  c^my  retired  out  oE  range  of 
our  artillery,  bnt  at  a  iiank  movement  reached  the  colony 
bouaea,  where  bbey  quickly  aaJ  resiaEilesBly  pLed  the  work  of 
destruction.  To  tbsLr  credit  be  it  said,  bhoy  took  q^  Ufe  or 
property. 

"  Of  killed,  on  onr  side,  there  waa  only  poor  John  Wojren 
of  H.  B-  C-  tiervioe,  a  wurthy  brave  gentieican,  who,  taking  & 
leading  part  in  the  battle,  too  Fcarlesely  exposed  himself.  Of 
the  ooecny,  proba^bEy,  the  cELsualtiea  were  greatGr,  for  tbey 
presented  a  better  target,  and  we  certainly  &red  to  bjlh  From 
the  smithy  we  could  Euid  did  protect  the  bra.de  post,  hut  could 
noi  the  buildings  of  the  colonistBt  which  were  along  the  bank  of 
the  Hod  Hiver,  while  the  poet  faced  the  Aflainiboine  more  than 
the  Bed  River.  Fortunately  for  ua  in  the  '  fort  '  (the  smithy) 
tbe  abort  nighta  were  never  too  dark  for  our  watch  and  ward- 

"The  colonials  were  allowed  to  take  what  they  could  of 
what  belonged  to  theto,  and  that  wa&  but  little^  for  ae  yet  they 
bftd  neither  cow  nor  plough,  only  a  horse  or  two.  There  were 
boats  and  other  craft  enough  to  bake  them  all — colonists  and 
H.  B,  C.  people — away,  and  all,  save  my  three  compamoofl 
already  named  and  myself,  took  ship  and  Hod.  For  man^  days 
ftftdr  we  ware  under  siege,  living  under  constant  peril  ;  but 
u.nconqtiamble  in  our  bu1let>proof  log  walls,  and  with  our 
terrible  cannon  and  chain  shot. 

"At  length  the  enemy  retired.  The  post  waa  safe,  with 
froin  800^.  to  lOOO^  sterling  worth  of  atlr&etive  trade  goode 
belonging  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  nntoached,  I  was 
glad  of  this,  for  it  enabled  me  to  secure  the  services  of  free 
men  about  the  plaee — French  Canadians  and  half-breeds  not 
in  the  service  of  the  N,-W.  Company — to  restore  matters  and 
prepare  for  the  future, 

■*  I  felt  that  we  had  too  much  at  stake  in  the  country  to  give 
it  up,  and  had  every  confidence  in  the  reaouroea  of  the  H,  B. 
Company  and  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  to  hold  their  own  and 
eflFoctually  repel  any  future  attack  from  our  opponente- 
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"  1  found  tho  free  men  fthout  tho  place  willing  to  work  for 
me  ;  and  uX  odog  Uired  a  force  of  them  for  building  and  other 
works  in  reparHtioci  of  dttnuiges  and  tu  new  works,  9o  soon  as 
I  goi  my  post  in  good  order,  1  turaed  to  save  the  little  but 
procious  and  promising  ci'ops  of  the  ooionists,  whoae  return  1 
fijiCJcipated^  made  fesces  where  required,  aud.  in  due  time  cut 
and  stacked  their  hjLy,  Ao. 

"  That  done  I  took  upon  me,  nitbont  order  or  suggeation  from 
unj  qunrtGr^  to  build  a  hoas€  for  the  Governor  ftnd  hia  staff  of 
Uie  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  Red  Bivfir.  There  was  no  socli 
oBioer  at  that  time,  nov  had  thera  ever  been,  but  I  w&s  aware 
thuA  euoh  an  appointED&Dt  ivas  contemplated, 

"  I  selected  for  this  purpose  what  I  considered  a  suitable 
fiite  at  a  point  or  sharp  bend  in  the  Red  River  about  two  miles 
below  the  As&iniboino,  on  a  sligbti  rise  on  bhe  south  sido  of  the 
point — since  known  ae  Point  Donglcis,  the  family  nnnje  of  the 
EiltI  of  Selkirk.    Possibly  I  so  ehnstenedlt — I  forget. 

"  Id  waa  of  two  storiefi  ;  with  main  timbers  of  oiik  ;  a  good 
substantial  house;  with  windows  of  parchment  in  default  of 
glass."     Here  enda  MoLeod'e  diary. 

The  Indians  of  the  vicinity  showed  the  eolonists  muoh 
sympathy,  but  ou  June  2TTib,  iifter  the  hot^tile  eucounter^  some 
thirteen  families,  comprlaiag  Eroin  forty  to  dxty  persona, 
pursued  tbeir  sad  journey,  pilotod  by  friendly  Indiitna,  to  tb© 
north  end  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  wher^  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  post  oF  Jack  River  afforded  soma  sheher.  McLeod, 
&tid,  as  he  tells  ns,  three  men  only  were  left.  These 
endeavoured  to  protect  the  aottlera'  growing  crops,  which  tbia 
year  showed  great  promise. 

The  expulsLDn  may  now  be  aaid  to  have  been  complete. 
The  day  after  the  deptirtnre  of  the  expelled  eettlere,  the  colony 
dwelhnga,  with  the  possible  exception  of  tbe  Qovemor's  house> 
Tvcre  uU  burnt  Co  tbe  ground.  In  July  tbe  desolate  band 
reached  Jatik  Kiver  House,  tbeir  futuie  being  dark  iedeed. 
Deliverance  was,  however,  oomiog  from  two  directione. 
Colin  KobortsOQ,  a  Hudson's  Bay  Company  oflioer,  oj-rivcd 
from  tha  East  with  twenty  Canadians.  Oo  re^iching  tbe  Bed 
River  seuleinenl,  he  foLind  the  setttei's  aU  i^one,  bnt  he 
ioUov^ed  tbem  &peedily  trO  their  rendeivoua  on  Lake  Winnipeg 
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and  returned  wilh  die  refuses  to  Lbeir  deserted  hoTnes  on  Red 
Btver.  They  were  joined  also  h^^  about  ninety  eettlern  From 
the  HigUlnnda  of  Scotlaad^  who  hod  come  l^hrough  to  Bed 
Biver  in  one  soaaon.  The  colony  waa  now  rising  into 
promise  agnin.  A  number  of  tbe  demolished  buildingn 
were  900D  erected;  the  colony  took  boart,  and  under  Lbe 
new  Governor,  Robert  Secople,  a  Briliab  officer  who  bad 
come  with  the  last  party  of  seltlerSr  the  prospects  seemed  to 
have  improved.  The  Governor 'a  dwelling  was  Btrengthened, 
other  dwellings  were  erected  beside  ib.  and  more  necessity 
being  now  seen  for  defence,  bbe  whole  assumed  a  more  military 
aRpect,  and  took  the  name,  after  Lord  Sdkirk's  family  Dame, 
Fort  Douglaa. 

Though  a  fair  ci'op  hB.d  been  reaped  by  tbe  returned  settlers 
froro  their  tields,  yet  the  laq^e  addition  to  their  cumbers  made 
it  necessary  to  remove  to  Fort  Daer,  where  the  buffalo  were 
plentiful.  Thia  party  was  under  the  leadership  of  Sheriff 
^Uesftcder  Maodonell,  though  Governor  Somplewas  also  there. 
Tbe  autumn  saw  trouble  at  tbe  Forks,  The  report  of  disturb- 
aneeg  having  taken  place  between  tbe  Nor'-Weetera  and 
Hudaon'a  Bay  Company  employe*  *t  Qu'Appella  was  heard, 
M  well  aa  renewed  threats  of  diatui-bance  in  the  colony, 
Colin  Bobertaon  in  October,  1815.  captured  Fort  GibraLtiu, 
fiei^ed  Duncan  Cameron,  and  recovered  the  field-pieces  and 
other  property  taken  by  Ihe  Nor'-Westprs  lu  the  preceding 
naontha.  Though  the  capture  of  Cameron  and  his  fort  thus 
took  pUoo,  and  the  event  woe  speedily  followed  by  the  rein- 
etfttemeiii  of  the  trader  on  hia  promise  to  keep  the  peace,  yet 
the  repoit  of  tbe  seizure  led  to  the  greateab  irritaliion  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  where  tbe  two  Gompa.nies  bad  posts.  All 
through  the  winter,  threateningB  of  violence  fiiled  tbe  air- 
The  Boi9  Brillca  were  arrogant,  aod,  led  by  their  faithful 
leader  Guthhert  Grant,  looked  upon  bhemaelveB  as  the  "  New 
Nation." 

Bcturning,  after  tbe  New  Year  of  1816,  frotjj  Fort  Daer, 
Governor  Semple  saw  the  neoesaity  for  aggrsasive  action. 
Fort  Gibraltar  waa  to  become  the  rendezvovia  for  a  Bois  Brfllua 
force  of  ejltermination  from  Qu'Appelle,  Fort  dea  Prairies 
(Portage  U  Prairie),  and  even  from  the  SaakatGhewan-    To 
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prevent  this,  Colin  Bobartson,  under  the  Governor  s  diroctioD» 
rocaptored  Fort  GiljralUr  and  hold  CaLmeron  ae  &  prisoner. 
This  event  took  place  in  Murch  or  April  of  1916.  The  legality 
cf  ttU  seizure  was  of  course  caucb  diECUSfted  bebweeD  bhu 
LoBtilo  parties  ^ 

It  wofi  deemed  n'iee*  however,  to  make  a  >nfe  dispoeal  of  th<^ 
prisoner  Cojneron.  Re  v^'M,s  accordingly  djHpalcLed  under  lUe 
G&ie  of  Cciia  Bobert^L],  by  way  of  Ja,t;k  Biver.  to  York 
IVitory,  bo  Bt&nd  his  tri&l  in  England.  Thus  were  reprisals 
made  for  the  cnpture  and  removal  of  Miles  Macdonell  in  the 
preceding  year,  hotli  acbicna  being  of  doubtful  legality.  On 
aaoouut  of  the  failure  of  the  Hadson's  B&y  CotDp^ny  ship  to 
lebvc  York  Factory  in  that  year,  Cameron  did  not  reaoh 
England  for  seventeen  months,  where  be  waa  immodiately 
releaRt-d. 

The  fall  of  Port  Gibraltar  was  soon  to  foiiow  the  deporbati<^n  ^ 
ol  ita  oomiiianda.L:ib,  The  matter  of  the  diamantling  of  Fort 
GibrBltur  was  mueh  disi2USB&d  between  Governor  Bemple  mid 
his  lieutenant,  Colin  Robertson.  The  latter  was  opposed  to 
the  proposed  destnicblon  of  the  Nor'-Weaber  fort,  knowing  the 
e\oitei[ient  auch  a  com-se  would  cause-  However,  after  the 
departureof  Robertson  to  Hudson  Bay  in  charge  of  Caroerou, 
the  Governor  carried  out  bis  purpose,  and  in  the  end  of  May, 
1916,  the  buildings  were  pulled  down.  A  force  of  Rome  thirty 
men  were  employed,  and,  Dxpocting  as  they  did.  ^  possiUa 
interruption  from  the  West,  Lbe  work  was  done  id  a  week  or  a 
little  more. 

The  materials  were  taken  apart;  the  stock&de  was  madu 
into  a  i-aft,  ibe  remainder  was  pitcd  upon  it.  and  all  was  boated 
down  Red  River  lo  the  site  of  Fort  Douglaa,  The  matorial 
was  then  used  for  strengthening  the  fort  and  bculding  new 
houses  in  it.  Thus  ended  Fort  Gibraltar.  A  considerable 
eetafaliabment  it  woe  in  its  time  ;  its  name  vr^vs  undoubtedly  a 
misnomer  eo  fat  ae  eti-ength  waa  concerned;  yet  it  points  to 
it«  origination  in  ti'oLiblouG  times. 

The  vigorous  policy  carried  cut  in  regard  to  Port  Gibraltar 
was  likewise  ehowii  in  the  district  south  of  ihe  Forks.  As  we 
have  seer,  to  the  south,  FortDaerhad  be^n  orooted,  and  thither, 
winter  by  winter,  the  settlers  had  gone  for  Buheiscenpe,     Here, 
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too,  was  the  Nor'-Weater  Eort  of  Pcmbinfl  Hovjse,  During 
the  tioae  whoa  Governor  S&mplo  Euid  CoJin  Robertson  were 
maturing  theii-  piitns.  it  was  detormmed  to  aaize  Pembioa^  No 
sooner  bad  the  news  of  Oomerou^a  Eeizure  letiched  Fort  Baer, 
thao  Sheriff  Ma^donell,  vrbo  avbs  in  charge,  org^sod  arii 
expedition,  took  PombinJi  House,  find  its  officers  and  inbabi- 
tftnta.  The  prisonerfl  were  Bent  to  Fort  Dowglas,  and  were 
liberated  ON  pledges  of  good  belmviour.  (ind  the  military  Btorea 
were  also  taken  to  Fort  Dou^lns.  The  reasons  given  by  the 
colony  people  lor  this  course  are  ''  aeli-defenoe  and  the  Hocimty 
of  the  lives  of  the  seulera."  Abaut  the  end  of  April,  the 
aebtlera  leturned  fioni  Foil;  Daer,  and  were  plaoed  on  their 
TeepeoUvo  Iota  nlon^  tbo  Red  River. 

All  Qvonts  now  plaiiily  pointed  to  armed  disturbjuiceg  and 
bloodshed.  The  policy  of  Governor  Sempi©  was  loo  vigorous 
wben  the  iollamniablu  elements  in  the  country  were  borne 
in  mind.  There  was  in  the  ootmtiy  a  ol£k£s  called  "  Free 
Canadians, "  i^e.  those  French  Canadian  trappera  and  traders 
not  Doniiecled  with  either  Comptitiy,  who  ohtiUned  ^  precarious 
living  Tor  IheiirHelven,  ihuir  Indian  wives,  and  half-breed 
ehildren.  Those,  fearing  trouble,  betook  themaelres  to  the 
plains.  The  Indians  of  the  vicinity  seemed  Co  have  pdned  a 
liking  for  the  colonists  and  theii'  leaders.  When  they  hea^^d 
the  threataningfi  from  the  Weat,  two  of  the  chiefs  came  to 
Governor  Setnpic  and  offered  the  fLabiatanco  of  their  banda. 
This  Iho  Governor  couid  not  accept,  whoreat  iho  chiefs  gftvo 
Toice  to  tbeJr  aorrow  and  diaappoinlment-  Governor  Sample 
Geema  to  have  diai^gardcd  all  these  omena  of  coming  trouble, 
uid  to  have  acted  almost  without  common  prudence.  No 
doubt,  having  but  lately  come  to  the  country,  he  failed  to 
und^ratand  ibe  daring  chni^ficlcr  of  bis  opponents. 


CHAPTEE  XXV. 

THE    HKntUlSU    OF    BEVBN    QAEB- 

Ijeader  of  the  Boia  Bnll^ — A  c&ndid  tetter — Account  of  &  prisoDer — 
"Yellow  Head"— SpMch  to  the  Indians— Tho  thief  fcnowa 
nothing — On  fleet  Indian  poiiiefl — An  eye  witne»  in  Fort 
Douglas — A  rash  Qoyemor— ^The  massacre — *^  For  GM'b  sake 
save  mj  life  " — The  Goremor  and  twenty  others  slain — Colonists 
driven  out — Eastern  levy  meets  the  sottleni — Effects  seiwd— 
Wild  rerehy — Ghan&on  of  Herre  Falcon. 

The  troubles  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  North-West 
Companiea  were  evidently  comiag  to  a  criBia.  The  Nor'- 
Westers  laid  their  plans  with  skill,  and  determined  to  aettd  one 
expedition  from  Fort  William  westward  and  another  from 
Qu'Appelle  eastward,  and  so  crush  out  the  opposition  at  Bed 
River. 

From  the  west  the  expedition  was  under  Cutbbert  Grant* 
and  he,  appeahng  to  his  fellow  Metis,  raised  the  standard  of  tbe 
Boie  Bri^l^s  and  called  bis  followers  tbe  *'New  Nation." 
Early  iu  March  the  Boia  BrOlca'  leader  wrote  to  Trader  J.  D. 
Cameron,  detailing  his  plans  and  eipeotations-  We  quote 
from  his  letter;  "  I  am  now  safe  and  aoundj  thank  God,  for  I 
beUeve  that  it  is  more  than  Colin  BobertsooL,  or  any  of  hia 
suite,  dare  offer  the  least  insult  to  any  of  tbe  Bois  BrillSs, 
although  Bobertson  made  use  of  some  expressions  which  I 
hope  he  will  swallow  in  the  spring.  He  shall  see  that  it  is 
neither  fifteen,  thirty,  nor  &fty  of  his  best  horsemen  that  can 
make  the  Bois  Brdlus  bow  to  him.  Our  people  at  Fort  Des 
Prairies  and  English  Biver  are  all  to  be  here  in  tbe  spring. 
It  is  hoped  that  we  shall  come  off  with  flying  oolours,  and 
never  to  aee  any  of  them  again  in  the  coUmiting  way  in  Bed 
Biver.  .  .  ,  We  are  to  remain  at  the  Forks  to  pass  the 
summer,  for  fear  they  should  play  us  the  same  trick  as  last 
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Bumtuer    of  commg  back  ;    but   they  ahall  receive    &  warm 

The  details  of  this  weatera  expedition  are  well  giveo  by 
Lieutr&Daut  Fietra  Cbi'^^ologae  ruiiibruD>  o^  officer  of  Lbs 
CoDodi&ti  V^higciirs,  ^  regiiueiiTi  which  bad  distiii^ii^hed  itself 
in  the  lai^  -war  against  the  Umted  States,  Pambiun  hiul 
entered  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  aa  a  trader, 
Had  been  bent  to  the  Qu'Appelle  diflDncl.  Having  gone  west  to 
Qu'Appellc,  bo  loft  that  western  poet  with  fivaboat  loads  of  pom- 
iTitean  and  furs  to  descend  the  Aasiniboine  Eiver  to  the  Fork«, 
Early  in  May,  iietLr  the  Gram!  Rapids,  Pumbrun  and  hi^  party 
tciuohcd  the  Bhort;  \A  tbe  riven  when  they  were  immcdiut^ly 
eiurrooaded  by  a  party  of  Boia  Brult'a  and  thoir  boats  and 
<^argoes  wei-e  all  seized  by  their  assailants.  The  pemmican  was 
landed  and  tht^  boat^  taker]  aeroBs  the  river.  The  unfornunate 
Pambnic  waa  for  five  days  kept  \n  durance  Tiie  by  Cutbbert 
Grant  and  Pelor  PangtauHf  who  headed  the  attacking  party, 
and  the  pnaoner  vi^  carried  hack  to  Qu'AppeEJe. 

Wliiie  Parobrun  wan  here  aa  prisoner,  he  was  fitquently  told 
by  Cutbbert  Grant  that  Eihe  half-brueda  were  intending  in  ibe 
Bummcr  to  destroy  the  Bed  Kiver  sctUeoaenta;  thoir  luader 
often  reminded  the  Bois  BruK'a  of  ihia,  and  they  frequently 
Bftcg  their  war  songs  to  waken  ardour  for  tlie  eipeditions- 
Captora  aod  prisoner  shortly  afterward  left  the  western  fort 
niLd  went  down  the  rivet  to  Groriid  Eupids.  Here  the  captured 
pemmioan  was  re-ecibarked  and  the  journey  was  resumedn 
Near  the  forka  of  the  Qu'Appette  River  a  bind  of  Indiana 
was  cncaaiptid.  The  Indians  were  summoned  to  meet 
Conuuander  Macdonell,  wbo  spoke  to  them  in  Fi^euob. 
though  Pangman  interpreted, 

"  My  Friemds  and  Rbhtions, — I  address  you  bashfully,  for 
I  have  Qot  &  pipd  of  tobacco  to  give  yoitn  All  our  goods  have 
boea  taken  by  the  English,  but  vj^  are  nDW  upon  a  pmty  to 
drive  them  away.  Those  people  ha\e  heen  spoihng  the  fair 
lands  whioh  belonged  to  you  and  the  Bois  BrilJes,  and  to  whleh 
they  hove  no  right.  They  have  been  driving  away  the  buffalo, 
You  will  soon  be  poor  and  miserable  if  the  English  stay'  But 
we  ^vill  drive  them  away  if  the  lodiaiis  do  not,  for  the  North- 
West  Company  and  the  BoiB  Brfiles  are  one^     If  you  (speaking 


to  the  chief)  and  some  of  your  young  men  will  join  I  sb&U  be 

The  chief  responded  coldly  aad  gave  no  assiabance* 

Noxt  moroitig  the  Indij^Ds  departed,  and  the  party  proceeded 
on  their  journey,  Fombrun  waa  at  drst  left  hehlnd,  but  ia 
the  BveDLiig  was  given  »  spare  hovae  and  overtook  Gract'^ 
cavalcade  at  the  Norih-Weat  Fort  near  Bi'oiidoo  House.  At 
the  North-Wo3t  Fort  Ptmibruu  saw  tobji<jco,  carpenter *a  tcoia,  a 
f^uantity  of  furs,  and  other  things  which  bad  been  seized  in  the 
HudaoTi's  Bay  Fort,  Braodou  HouBe.  aod  been  brought  over  ai» 
booty  to  the  Noi'-Weatet^. 

H^sumkig  their  journey  the  traders  kept  to  their  boats  down 
the  Asainihoinej  while  the  Bois  Br^iUs  wenti  chiefly  on  horse- 
back until  they  reached  Portage  La  Prairie.  Sixty  miles  had 
yet  to  be  traversed  before  the  Forka  were  reached^  Tho  Bold 
Brulas  now  prepared  their  mounted  lorod^  Cuthborb  Grant 
WM  Commander,  Dreaaad  in  the  picturesque  garb  of  the 
country,  the  Metis  now  amvod  with  gan&,  pjsiols,  lanoes,  bows^ 
and  aiTows.  Pambrun  remained  behind  with  Alexander 
MacdoaeLl,  but  was  d&arly  Led  to  believe  that  the  mounted 
foroe  would  enter  Fort  Douglas  and  destroy  the  settlement,  On 
their  Aeet  Indian  ironies  th&ae  children  of  the  prairie  aooomade 
their  jouniey  front  Portage  La  Pruiie  to  the  Seilcirk  aettlcment. 

Wo  are  indebted  to  tho  Cacilo  noirator,  John  Pritchard,  for 
an  acootuit  of  their  arrival  and  their  attack-  He  states  that  in 
Jane,  ldl6,  he  was  living  at  Red  Biver,  and  quite  looked  for  an 
attack  from  the  western  lavy  just  dcBcribed.  Watch  was  con- 
stantly kept  from  thagucritc  of  Fort  Douglas  for  the  approaohing 
foe.  The  half-breeds  turned  aside  from  the  Aesiniboine  some 
four  miles  up  tLe  Biver  to  a  point  a  couple  of  miles  below  Fort 
Douglas-  Governor  Semple  and  his  attendants  followed  them 
mth  the  elass  in  their  route  across  the  plain.  Tho  Goremor 
and  about  twenty  othera  sallied  out  to  meet  the  weetem  party. 
On  his  way  out  he  sent  baek  for  a  piece  of  cannon,  which  was 
in  the  fortp  to  he  brought.  Soon  after  Llita  the  lialf-breedB  ap- 
proaohed  Governor  Semple'a  party  in  the  form  of  a  half  mooo. 
The  Highland  sottlt^rs  hod  betaken  themselveti  for  probeotionto 
Fort  Douglas,  and  in  their  Gaelic  tongue  made  sad  complaint, 
ripg  fellow  named  Boucher  then  came  out  of  the  ranks 
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of  hia  pflity,  and,  on  horsebaok,  appro&GhQ4.1  Semple  ftod  hia 
body-giiard.  He  gesticulBted  wJldiy,  and  cfLlf^tl  out  in  broken 
Englisb,  "  "What  do  you  want  ?  Wli^t  Jo  you  want  ? " 
OoivcnaoT  Sempio  answered,  *'  What  do  _vojt  want  7  "  To  this 
Boacher  replied,  ""Wa  want  cur  fort."  The  Governor  said, 
'^  Well,  go  to  your  fort."  Nothing  more  was  siud,  but 
Goveruor  Semple  wis  aeoD  to  pat  hia  band  on  BoucTit-r'a  gun. 
At  this  juncture  a  alio:  was  fred  from  some  part  of  the  line, 
and  the  tiring  became  general.  Alonj  of  the  vritnGssea  wbo 
saw  the  affair  affirmed  Uiat  the  ehot  6rst  flved  was  fi-om  the/>^ 
Bois  Brillcs"  line. 

The  attaokiag  paiiy  wore  moBt  deadly  in  thoir  fire.     Semple 
and  his  etaff,  aa  weli  as  otbera  of  bia  party,  (ell  to  the  number  ^ 
of  twenty-two.     The  affair  was  most  dieaslroua. 
Pritchard  says : — 

"I  did  not  eeo  the  Governor  fall,  though  I  saw  his  corpse 
the  neKt  day  at  the  Fort,  Wlien  1  saw  Captain  Bo(^er3  fall  I 
Gipected  to  share  his  iaX^..  As  there  was  a  French  Canadian 
among  those  nho  aurrounded  me,  and  who  hod  ju^t  made  an 
end  of  my  hiend,  I  said,  '  LaTignc.  you  are  a  Frenchman,  you 
are  a  man,  you  are  ft  Chriatian.  For  God'a  flake  saye  my  Uf© ; 
for  God's  sake  try  and  save  it.  I  give  myaelJ  up;  I  am  your 
prJBonor/" 

To  the  appeals  of  Pritebard  Lavigne  responded,  and,  pUoiug 
himself  hefr^re  hi^  friend,  defended  him  from  the  infuriated 
half-breeds,  who  would  have  taken  hi»^  life.  0ns  Primeau 
wished  to  shoot  Pritchardn  saying  that  the  Englishmao  had 
formerly  hilled  his  brother.  At  length  they  decided  to  spare 
Pritohard'fl  life,  though  they  called  him  a  fstit  eh\en,  told 
him  he  hnd  not  long  to  live,  and  woulil  he  overtaken  on  their 
letum.  It  transpired  that  Governor  Semple  was  not  killed  by 
the  first  ehot  that  disabled  him,  but  had  his  thigh  bone  broken^ 
A  kind  French  Canadian  undertook  to  care  for  the  Govertior, 
but  in  the  fury  of  the  fight  an  Indian,  who  was  the  greatest 
raecal  in  tha  company,  shot  lbs  wounded  man  in  the  breast, 
ruid  thus  killed  Mm  instantly^ 

The  Bois  Brulea,  indeed,  many  of  them,  were  disguised  as 
Indians,  and,  painted  as  for  the  war  dance,  gave  the  war 
whoop,  and  mada  a  hideous  iioise  and  shoubbg.     When  their 
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^cLory  was  won  they  decUred  that  theirporpoae  wae  tovdaken 
tbe  colony  and  put  ari  end  to  the  Hudson's  B^y  Company 
opposition.  Catbbert  Gra^nt  tben  proceed^  to  complete  hia 
work.  He  declajed  bo  Frttuhard  Ih&t "  Lf  Fort  Dougl&B  were  nol 
immediately  ^iven  up  with  bJI  the  puhlic  propeity,  inat&ntly 
and  without  rcaistojicc,  man>  woman,  and  child  would  ba  pDIr 
to  death.  He  stated  tbiit  the  attack  would  be  made  upon  it 
tbe  aame  night,  and  if  a  sicgla  shot  were  t^red,  that  would  be 
the  sigaal  for  the  indisctiminate  de«truciJon  of  every  raul/* 

This  declara,tion  of  Cromwellimi  policy  was  very  ularniing. 
Fritchard  bohovod  it  Jtoeant  the  killing  of  nU  tbe  women  and 
children.  He  remonstrated  with  the  prairie  leader,  remindirg 
him  thai  thti  colonists  were  bis  father's  relatives-  Some-nhat 
softened  by  this  appeal,  Gt^aot  coa^nied  to  ^pare  the  hvcs  of 
tbe  settlers  if  all  the  arms  and  public  property  wera  given 
up  and  ihe  oolony  deserted.  An  inventory  of  properly  wan 
accordingly  ttbken^  and  In  the  evening  of  the  third  day  after  the 
battle,  the  mournful  company,  for  a  second  time,  like  Acndian 
refiigeeSj  left  behind  them  homes  and  firesides  and  went  into 
exile- 

Tbe  joyful  newe  was  sent  west  by  the  vicLorious  Metia. 
Pambrun  at  Portage  La  Prairie  reoctved  news  from  a  messenger 
who  had  hastened  awny  to  repoii  to  MacdoneLJ  the  result  of 
the  attack-  Hearing  the  account  given  by  the  courier,  tbe 
trader  was  full  of  glee.  He  announced  in  French  bo  the  people 
who  were  anxionsJy  awaiting  the  news,  "  Sacrebom  de  Dien, 
bonnes  nouvelles.  vingt-deu^  Anglais  de  tuiis,' '  Those  proaent, 
especially  Lamarre,  Macdonell,  and  Sieveright,  gave  vent  to 
their  feelings  hoii^terously. 

Many  oC  the  parly  mounted  their  Indian  ponies  and  hastened 
to  the  place  of  contiiot;  others  went  by  water  down  the 
Aflainlboine,  The  commander  eent  word  ahead  tha.t  the 
QolonlBts  were  to  be  detained  till  hia  arrival.  Pamhiun.  being 
taken  part  of  the  way  by  water,  was  delayed,  and  bo  was  too 
late  in  arriving  to  see  the  colonista,  Cuthbert  Grant  aud  nearly 
fifty  of  the  asflsiUng  party  were  in  the  fort- 

Pnuihrun,  having  obtained  permission  to  visit  Beven  OEkks, 
tbe  scene  of  the  condict,  was  greatly  distressed  by  the  sight. 
The  uncovered  limbs  of  many  of  the  dead  were  iibovo  grouod. 
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and  the  bodies  ware  in  a  mangled  oondition,  Xhie  uii£ortuiiatH 
afTaJr  for  many  a  day  cast  a  reproEiclj  upcm  ibe  Nor' -Westers, 
oltbpiigh  the  prevujiirtg  cpiniou  was  that  Grant  was  a  bia\e 
man  and  conducted  bimaslf  vrall  in  the  ecgagotnont. 

We  liave  now  to  enqiiiie  £.s  to  the  [DOvcmentH  of  tha  expe- 
dition coming  westward  from  Fort  William.  The  ront-e  of 
upwards  cf  four  hundred  miles  waa  a  difiicult  one.  Aooordingly, 
before  they  roaohod  Bed  River,  Fort  Douglas  was  already  in  the 
han^js  of  the  Nor'-W^eaters.  With  the  expedition  Erom  Fort 
William  came  w  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  De  Meuron 
regiment,  one  of  the  Swiae  bodiea  of  mercenaries  diabjiiicled 
ftftertbe  war  of  18l!2-15.  This  was  Frederiok  Damien  Huerter. 
Hifl  acconnt  is  circumatfmtiil  and  eJear.  He  bad,  oa  leading  a 
military  hfe,  entered  the  service  of  the  Nnr'-Weslere,  and  coming 
west  to  Lake  Superior,  followed  the  leftderahip  of  the  fur  trader 
AluxELnder  Norman  McLeod  and  two  of  the  officera  of  hisold 
regiment,  Lieutenants  Misaani  andBmmby- 

Arrivingat  Fort  William,  a  short  time  was  given  for  providing 
the  party  with  arms  and  equipment,  and  t^oon  the  lonely 
voyagcui'S,  on  tbis  occasion  in  &  warlike  Epirit,  were  p^iddling 
themselves  over  the  fur  tradei's'  route  in  five  large  north  canoea- 

On  the  approach  to  Rainy  Lwlte  Fort,  as  many  of  the  party 
as  were  aoldiers  dressed  in  full  regimenbah,  in  order  to  impress 
upon  the  Indians  that  they  had  the  King's  aulhonty.  Strong 
drink  and  tobacco  were  a  suffioient  inducement  to  about 
twenty  of  the  Indians  to  join  the  eipeditinn.  On  the  day  before 
the  fight  ab  Seven  Oaks,  this  paj"ty  had  annved  ab  the  fort 
known  aa  Baa  de  la  Riviere*  near  Lake  Winnipeg.  Guns  and 
two  small  brass  field-piecesf  three  pounders,  were  put  in  order, 
and  the  companv  crossed  to  the  momh  of  the  Bed  Biver» 
ascended  to  Nettley  Creek»  and  there  bivouacked,  forty  miles 
from  the  scene  cf  action  luid  ir^o  days  after  the  ekirmieh. 
They  hod  eipected  here  to  meet  the  Qu'Appolle  brigade  of 
CuthbeH  Orant,  No  doubt  this  was  the  original  plan,  but  t}ie 
raahneae  of  the  Goveruor  and  the  hot  blood  of  the  Metis  had 
brought  OP  the  engageme&t  with  the  result  wo  have  Boen^ 

EnowixLg  nothing  of  the  fight,  the  party  Gt^rted  to  afioend  the 
river,  and  soon  met  seven  c>r  eight  boats.  Isden  with  colonists, 
undei;  the  command  of  tJie  sherifT  of  the  Red  River  aetlleoient. 
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McLeod  then  heard  of  the  fight,  ordered  the  settlers  ashore, 
eKaniined  all  the  papers  nmong  tbeii'  baggage,  and  took 
poHseaaJOTi  of  Etll  letters,  account  book^,  nuii  documenta  nhat- 
BOBver.  Even  Govwucr  Seuaple's  trunka,  forwhicb  there  were 
no  keys,  were  broken  open  nod  eiamined.  The  oolonista  were 
thea  set  free  and  pi^ctseded  on  their  juLtl  jommeyt  CharleH  Grant 
being  detailed  to  seclog  tbom  sufely  away. 

Huect<3r  says  :— 

*'  On  the  36tb  I  went  up  the  river  to  Fort  Douglas.  There 
were  many  of  the  partners  of  the  North-Weat  Conipany^  with 
U3.  At  Port  Dooglaa  the  brigade  waa  received  with  discharges 
of  artillerjr  and  fire-arme.  The  fort  was  uader  Mr.  Alainnder 
Mocdouelt,  itEid  th&re  was  presGut  a  gi^nt  galhortng  of  Bois 
Br4li'*Sr 'clerks,  and  interpr'eteE's,  lis  well  as  paitDei^  of  the 
Company.  On  our  arrival  Archibald  Norman  MoLood,  our 
ti!iadt>fr  tf^ok  the  management  and  direction  of  the  fort^  and  alJ 
made  whatever  they  chose  of  the  property  it  contained,  Tho 
Bois  BrfiluH  were  entirely  under  the  oidera  and  control  of 
MoLeod  and  the  partners.  MoLood  occupied  the  apartments 
lately  boionging  to  Governor  Semple,  Afttr  my  amval  I  saw 
all  the  BoiA  Briiles  assembled  in  a  large  outer  room,  which 
hod  served  an  a  meBs-room  for  bliR  ofScsra  of  the  oolouy. 

"  I  rode  the  same  day  to  the  field  of  '  Seveu  Oaks,"  where 
Govarnor  Semplo  and  &o  many  of  hia  p^ple  had  lost  their 
lives,  ID  ccmpany  with  a  number  of  Ibosa  who  had  been 
employed  on  that  ocpc&Hion-— a11  on  horseback.  PiX  this  period, 
acan^ely  a  week  after  June  lOth,  I  saw  a  number  of  human 
bodies  seattcrcd  about  the  pluin,  and  nearly  teduoed  to 
akobtoDs,  there  being  then  very  littU  flesh  adhering  to  the 
bonen ;  and  I  was  iiiJormoiJ  on  the  spot  that  many  of  the 
bodice  had  been  partty  devoured  by  dogs  and  wolve»>" 

There  was  a  scone  of  grettt  rejoicing  the  same  eToning  at 
the  fort,  the  Bois  Brhles  being  painted  and  dancing  naked, 
after  the  matiner  of  aiivugea^  to  the  great  amuseiuent  of  their 
masters. 

On  June  2^th  most  of  the  partners  and  the  Boi'them  brigade 
set  off  for  the  rapids  at  the  mouth  of  the  Soakatcshewan-  The 
departure  of  the  grand  brigade  vas  signuli>:ed  by  the  discharge 
of  artillery  frtjm  Fort  DougUs- 
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The    Nor'-Wesbers  were  now   in  Uie  asGendant,     The  Bota 

Brdlea  ^ei«   naturaUj  In   »    state   of  exnltatioa.     Tlieir  wild 

Incliftn  bicxjd  was  at  tho  boiling  point.     Fort  Douglos  had  been 

sefi^od  without  opposition,  jind  fni'  several  *Uya  the  tooflt  rioloufl 

scenes  took  ptac*.     Tlireats  of  violence  were  freely  indulged  in 

against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Comp&n^,    Lord  Selkirk,  and  the 

coloniate-     As  Pritcbard  reruarkg,   tbero  wita  nothing  now  for 

the  diflcourageiJ  settlci-a  but  to  betake  Lhemseivea  for  tho  aeooDd 

time  to  the  reTii]4.^xvou3  »t  tfae  north  of  Lake  Winaipeg,  and 

there  await  delivcranoo  at  the  bandacf  Ciheir  Eiobl^  patron,  Lord 

Selkirk,     The  iniuberaiico  of  the  French  haU-broedB  found  its 

way  iato  verse.    We  give  the  chanson  of  Fiarra  Falcon  and 

the  transladoD  of  it : — 

X 

CHUffBOy  tcntre  pah  PrESRe  Falco». 

VouloE-roua  f^couter  chLUtor  i^tiG  chntk&on  do  T^t^ 
Lc  din-Jiouf  do  Juiu  Its  B^i^  BrAJ^a  sont  DirinJa 
CoiEimf^  des  bramB  gucrrierat 
Soiit  aiTivift  h.  la  greiiDuill^f  e^ 

Nous  avona  Init  trois  priBonni^s 

Dea  OrLTAoaii  y     XJa  aouI  \*i\  poiir  pillar  Etotm  pajs, 

Etant  iur  U  point  dv  di^Lkiii''pj«r, 

Deux  do  uoa  gam  bb  sunt  tk^rii^, 

"  Tadi  TAiip^is  qui  vitijil  hoUB  tttaquor." 

Tons  aiTSbitut  noua  noua  aommes  d^vir^ 

Pour  aller  loa  roncontrer. 

J'aVciLR  cQnif^  la  biuitle  Aq  grcnailieru  : 

Bb  BDtitimmobiUa?    \\%  iiorit  ddDiontAs  ? 

J'avonn  aj^i  romnic  c1j3n  vena  illionnBiTr, 

Nona  envoyuni«i  11  n  anmaaaadeiir- 

"  Gfiiii'<^mf*iir,  Foxilfi7-voii*  arr^ter  un  petit  moment 

NoliB  viiihins  PQilB  parler."" 

Ll' EuiLVenttfur,  ijui  eat  unrsgd, 

II  lut  f^  *ea  s<>UlHta, "  Titft^," 

L(?  j>raii]iL*r  ixiiip  rAngliuH  li^  tiro, 

L'tkmtMiHiuleur  a  iinawjuu  miai<iLi^  dV'^ra  tuA. 

Le  gDuvbrnmir  be  uroyaiit  J'uniptirBii!-. 

II  Agit  area  rigueur, 

Lq  gouvemeur,  ae  crcyaut  I'tin^ii^ieur. 

A  Kon  maUieor  agib  avec  trop  dv  riguuur- 

Ajont  ru  pujMj  1«6  Btris  BrAl^a, 
II  a  parti  poitr  iioua  fipuuvaiiter> 
H  a'est  triKnpj ;  iL  aVst  bien  fait  tiier 
QuADtit^  Jc  HB  grenadjorn. 
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Xavons  tu6  presque  toute  son  arni6e ; 

De  la  bands  quatre  de  cinq  «a  *ont  aaav^ 

Si  voua  aviez  ru  ka  Angl&u 

Et  touB  lea  Boifl  Br^6s  apr^— 

De  butte  en  butte  lea  Anglais  cnlbutuent ; 

Les  Bote  BrAlte  jet&tent  dea  cris  de  joie. 

Qui  en  a  conmot^  la  dumson  P 

G'eat  Pierre  F&lcon,  le  bon  gar^ on. 

Elle  a  4t^  faite  et  compost 

Sur  la  victoire  que  noun  avona  gagnAe. 

Elle  a  ^t6  faite  et  composAe. 

Ch&ntoiis  la  gloiro  de  toua  cea  BoU  BHUdfi- 

BONO   WEITTBN   BY   PlBRSB    FaLCON. 

Come,  liateu  to  thia  song  of  truth, 
A  Bong  of  the  brave  BoiB  BrcU^s, 
Who  at  Frog  Plain  took  three  captives, 
BtrangetB  CQJue  to  rob  our  country. 

When  (tiBmounting  there  to  rest  ue, 
A  cry  IB  raised,  "  The  English  \ 
They  are  coming  to  attact  ufl." 
So  we  boateii  forth  to  meet  them. 

T  looked  upon  tbeir  anay. 
They  are  motioiiless  and  downcast ; 
So,  as  honour  would  incline  us. 
We  desire  with  them  to  parley. 

But  their  leader^  moved  with  anger, 
Qives  the  word  to  fire  upon  us ; 
And  imperiously  repeats  it. 
Bushing  on  to  his  deHtruction. 

Having  seen  us  pass  his  stronghold, 
He  has  tboueht  to  atrike  with  terror 
The  Bois  BrSlAs.    Ah  !  mistaken. 
Many  of  hia  soldiers  perish. 

But  a  few  escaped  the  slaughter, 
Hushing  from  the  field  of  ti^ttle  ; 
Oh,  to  see  the  English  fleeing! 
Oh,  the  shouts  of  their  pursuers  I 

Who  has  sung  this  song  of  triumph  P 
The  good  Pierre  Falcon  has  composed  it, 
That  his  praise  of  these  Boia  Brdl^ 
Might  be  evermore  recorded. 
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tfORD   SBLE[TtK   TO   THE    TtlCflCUE. 

The  Earl  in  MoabrenT^AUrming  ncwa — Kn^gea  fl.  bodf  of  StUb— 
Tho  De  Mewronft— Ernbnrk  li>r  thb  North- Wail — Kftwtawabelay'B 
(itt>r>' — Hi>iirfl  of  Seven  Oal:*— l^iko  SHpcri^r — iKird  Selldrk— A 
doiijtfity^  DoURlas— SeiaM  Fort  "William— Canoe*  upset  ond  Nor- 
WMtara  drmffnixl— "  A  Banditti  '"—The  Eari  b  bUuider— A 
vinter  march — Fort  Dniiglu  nrcapturetl — Hia  Lordnhip  fionthM 
the  sottJer*— An  iTidian  Trenty— "Tha  Silver  Chier— The 
Earl**  noto-hook, 

Tkr  Bftd  story  of  tha  bele&guerad  a.nd  escited  colonists  reached 
ttfi  eajrs  oE  Lord  Setklik  through  his  agents.  The  trouble 
thiefttoning  his  sottlera  determined  the  energotio  founder  bo 
vieit  Canada  for  bun&elf,  and,  if  possible,  the  iof^Dl  colony. 
Accordingly,  late  in  the  year  1815,  m  company  with  hia  family 
— Qonsisl^iiig  ol  the  Cnuntesa,  his  ^on,  and  tno  daughbei^a — 'he 
readied  Monbreftl^  The  news  of  the  firat  dispersion  of  the 
ooloniste,  th«ir  flight  to  Norwiiy  House,  and  the  further 
thr^aieninga  of  the  Boia  Brtll^A,  arrived  nliont  the  time  of 
tbeit  oooiiiig  to  New  York-  Lord  Selkirk  hastened  ou  to 
Montreal,  hut  it  was  too  Uite  in  the  oockBon,  being  aboub  the 
end  of  October,  to  penetrate  to  the  interior. 

He  must  winter  io  Morilreal.  He  was  here  in  the  very 
midft  of  tfie  enemy-  With  energy,  chaiucteristie  of  tha  man. 
he  brought  the  matter  of  the  protection  of  his  coloiiy  urgently 
before  the  Government  of  Eiower  Canada,  In  a  British 
4iolony  surely  the  rights  of  property  of  ll  British  eubject  would 
he  probeotedp  tknd  aurt^ly  the  safety  of  hundreds  of  loyaJ  people 
couid  not  bo  trifled  with.  As  we  ahall  aae  in  a  lalei-  chapter, 
tht  high-minded  nobleman  counted  withouC  hifl  host;  he  had 
but  to  hre  a  fev  years  iivthe  Hew  World  of  that  diiy  to  Jiud 
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}i{)w  QhilfuUy  the  forms  of  law  oi^n  be  ftdnpled  to  carry  out 
llegiil  ohjflcts  and  ahiGlii  law-breitkers. 

Aa  eitrly  aa  February  of  that  jear  (IQlii),  (Lreadiirg  tbe 
threatpnings  evca  iboa  ma/le  by  the  North- West  OoTnpany,  be 
bad  reprofciented  to  Lord  Batharat,  the  British  Seoratary  of 
State,  th&  urgent  recesflity  of  an  Armed  force,  not  Decefi«arily 
Tery  numoroua,  baing  bbdI  bo  tlio  fled  River  settlement  to 
maintaiD  order  in  the  colony^  Now,  Eiiter  tbe  outrageooB 
proceodin^  of  the  summer  of  ISL5  a^d  the  arrival  of  the 
dreary  irtelligencc  from  Red  River,  Loj'd  Selkirk  agai.n  briuga 
tbe  matter  before  the  authorities,  tbia  time  before  Shr  Oordoo 
Drumu^iond,  Governor  of  Lower  Canada,  uid  enclo«ea  Si  Fall 
aooount  of  Ibe  facte  as  to  the  axpnlaion  of  tbe  settlcrQ  ivatsx 
their  homes,  and  of  ttie  mfkny  aoEifi  of  violence  perpeti^ated  at 
Bed  River, 

Nothing  being  gained  in  tbi9  wayt  bia  Lordship  dotorminod 
to  undertitke  an  eirpefJition  Himaetf,  as  soon  as  it  could  be 
organized,  and  carry  assistance  to  bis  persecute*!  people,  who, 
he  knew,  bad  been  gathered  together  by  Oolin  Robertson,  and 
to  whom  he  hftd  eenl  ns  Governor,  Mr.  Sample,  in  whom  he 
reposed  great  conlidenoe.  We  have  seea  that  during  the 
winter  of  ISlS-lfi,  peace  and  a  certain  degree  of  confidence 
prevailed  among  the  sattler?.  more  tlian  bftlf  of  wboro  w^e 
fipcnding  their  first  winter  in  the  oountry.  Fort  Douglas  was 
regarded  &8  etrocg  enough  to  resist  a  com^iderahle  attack,  and 
the  presence  of  Governor  Sempfe,  a  military  oflicer,  wba 
thonght  a  guarantee  for  the  protection  of  Ihe  people^  During 
the  winter,  however.  Lord  Solkirk  learned  enough  to  aaaure 
bira  that  the  danger  was  not  ovcr--that,  indeed,  a  more 
determined  attack  than  ever  would  he  made  as  ^ooo  as  the 
next  ee&fion  should  open.  He  had  been  sworn  in  as  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  Upper  Canada  and  for  the  Indian  territoriea; 
be  had  obtained  for  his  p&raonal  protection  from  the  Governor 
tbe  promise  of  a  Her^^eiint  and  hIk  men  of  the  British  army 
stationecl  in  Canada,  hut  lhi»  was  not  sufQcient. 

He  undertook  a  plan  of  placing  npcn  hie  own  land  in  the 
colony  a  number  of  persons  aa  settlers  who  could  be  called 
upon  in  case  of  emergency,  as  had  been  the  intention  in  the 
CAM  of  the  Highland  coloniatfl,  to  whom  muaketfl  bad  been 
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The  close  of  the  NiipolBCDic  w&rs  bac]  left  a  large 
I'ber  ol  the  Bddiera  eugageci  tn  the^e  w&ra  out  of  employ- 
it,  iho  British  GovQinment  havkig  beon  compellad  torodaco 
the  eiEfl  of  Ihe  army.  Among  the  hrava  ragimenta  whiob  had 
rendered  Britain  bo  famous  on  her  continental  battle-Qelds 
were  several  enlisted  for  her  service  iii  Switzerland.  TVo  of 
theso  regimenta,  one  named  "  De  HeuroD,"  and  the  other 
*' Watteville/'  h&d  been  3ent  to  Canada  to  ossUt  In  the  war 
against  Lhs  United  States.  This  war  being  now  over  aleo, 
orders  oame  to  Sir  Gordon  Drummond  to  dishand  the  two 
TegiinectB  in  May,  1S15-  The  former  of  the  regicaenta  was  at 
the  time  statioaed  at  Montraalp  the  latter  at  Kingeton. 

From  these  bodit^  oE  meu  Lord  Selkirk  undertook  to  provide 
hU  colony  with  scltlcre  wilhng  to  defend  itr  The  e&emiea 
of  Lord  Selkirk  have  bi3eQ  very  free  in  thebr  expreaaion  of 
0|HDioii  aa  to  the  worthlessnesa  of  theas  soldiers  nod  their 
nnfitiieBB  ae  seitlera.  It  ia  worthy  of  notice,  however.  thEtt  the 
Nor'-Weetera  did  not  acmple  to  use  Ueasre,  Misaaui  &ud 
Brumby,  afl  well  ils  ReJnhard  and  Haertor  of  the  ^aine  corpSi 
10  carry  out  their  own  purpoaea.  The  following  order»  given 
hy  Sir  John  Coape  Sherhrooke,  eflectually  diapoeee  of  such  a 
oaJumny : — 

"  Quebec,  July  26th,  1816. 

"In  paiting  with  the  regiments  ■  De  Meuron"  and 
'  Watteville/  both  of  which  corps  his  Eicelleacy  haa  bad 
tbe  good  fortune  of  having  iinder  his  command  in  other  parts 
of  the  worldj  Sir  Joho  Sherbrooke  deairea  Lieutenant-Colonel 
De  Neuron  and  Lieutenant -Colonel  May,  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  iihaaa  corps  will,  accept  his  con^atulations  on  having, 
by  their  conduct  in  the  Cauadas,  maintained  the  reputation 
which  they  hctve  dceervpdJy  acquired  by  tbeii"  former  eervacea- 
H:a  Exeellenoy  can  have  do  hesitation  in  saying  that  his 
Majeaty'a  service  in  these  prcviituea  has  derived  important 
advooteges  during  the  late  war  from  the  steadineae,  discipliDe. 
&nd  efQoienoy  of  tliese  coipe. 

"J.  Hakvet,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  D,A.G." 

Testimony  to  llie  same  eflaab  is  given  by  the  oSicer  in 
command  of  the  garriaon  of  Malta,  oa  their  leaving  thai  island 
(o  eome  to  Canada. 


34^ 


THE   HUDSON'S  BAY    COMPANY 


Those  men  a&srded  tho  mftteria!  for  Lord  Selkirk's  purpose. 
VIS-  Co  tiJ]  tho  Bcil  fl.nd  protect  the  colony-  Like  a  wise  mant 
however,  he  mode  character  the  ground  of  ertgagement  in  th& 

ca»B  of  all  whom  he  took.  To  tliose  wbo  came  to  terms  with 
bim  he  ogrfied  to  give  &  sufficient  portion  of  laud,  ogricultur&l 
impiemente,  aad  as  wagofl  for  working  the  boats  on  llie  voyage 
eight  dollars  n  month.  It  was  further  agreed  that  ahould  Emy 
cihooue  to  leave  Red  River  oli  reaching  tl,  f^hey  should  be  taken 
back  by  hia  Lordship  free  of  eEpenae- 

EarJy  in  Jvncr  1816^  four  ofiioers  iknd  about  eighty  men  of 
the  *'De  Meutona"  left  MoDtrsal  in  Lord  Selkh'k'a  employ, 
and  proceaded  westward  bo  Klngaioa.  Hore  twenty  more  of 
the  "  WatteviUo  "  regiment  joined  their  company.  Thence  Iho 
CKpcdition,  made  up  by  the  addition  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  oanoe-man,  pushed  on  to  York  (Toronto),  and  from 
York  northward  to  Lake  Simutie  and  Georgian  Bay, 

Across  thifl  Bay  and  Luke  Huron  they  passed  rapidly  on  to 
S&ult  8le,  M&rie,  Lord  Selkirk  leaving  tbe  expedition  before 
reaohmg  that  place  bo  go  to  Drummond's  Isle,  which  was  the 
htat  BridHh  gurrison  in  Upper  Cansjjn.  and  at  which  point 
be  was  to  receive  the  sergeant  and  sis  men  granted  for 
hia  poraooal  protection  by  the  Governor  of  Canadh.  At 
Drommond'a  Island  a  oouncii  was  held  with  Rawtrawabctay, 
an  Ojihewtty  chiefs  by  the  Indian  Department,  Lieut, -Colonel 
Maule,  of  lUe  104tb  Ecgiment,  presiding,  Kawtawabetay  there 
toformcd  the  council  that  in  the  spring  of  1815  two  Norlb> 
Weet  tradere,  MeKenzto  and  Monbon,  told  him  that  they 
would  give  him  and  hla  people  all  the  goods  or  merchundifio 
and  rum  that  they  had  at  Fort  WiiliO'Cit,  Le^ch  Lake,  and 
Band  Lake,  if  he,  the  said  Kawtawabetay  and  his  people 
would  make  and  declare  war  agaiuet  the  settlers  in  Red  River. 
On  being  asked  by  the  chief  whether  this  was  at  the  request 
of  thd*' groat  chiefs"  at  Arlontreal  or  Quebec,  McKenzie  and 
Morriaon  said  it  was  solely  from  the  North-Wost  Company's 
agonts,  who  wished  the  settlemeDt  destroyed*  as  it  nae  an 
annoyance  to  ihem^  Tbe  chief  further  stated  that  llie  laat 
spring  (1816),  whilst  at  Fond  Du  Lao  Superior,  a  Nor'-Weeler 
a^nt  (Grant)  ofieied  bim  E^vo  kegs  of  rnm  and  two  carrots  ol 
tobacco  if  he  would  send  some  of  his  j'Otfng  men  in  search  of 
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certain  psrsona  employed  \n  laJcing  despatches  to  the  Bed 
BJver,  piila^  these  beai<ei-s  of  deepatchea  oF  the  Tatterg  nod 
and  piipera,  and  kill  tUem  should  they  make  any  realatauce. 
The  ohiQl  etatcd  ho  b&d  rL3fu3ed  to  have  anything  to  dD  with 
theae  offers.  On  being  nsked  in  the  council  by  Lord  Seliork, 
who  wag  present,  as  to  the  feelings  of  the  Indiana  towards  the 
ieltlera  at  Red  Eivei>  he  said  that  at  tha  oommancement  of 
the  Bed  Ri\^r  aettlcmont  some  of  the  Indiftna  did  not  like  it, 
bat  at  present  cbey  are  all  glad  of  ita  being  settled. 

Lord  Selkirk  soon  hasttinBd  od  und  overtook  hia  expedition 
at  SanJt  Ste.  Marie,  now  coasiBting  of  two  liuoJrud  iind  fifty 
men  all  told,  and  tho3c  being  maintained  at  his  private  expcnsc- 
They  immediately  proceeded  westward,  inlcDding  to  go  to  the 
eitretne  point  of  Lake  Superior,  near  wliere  the  town  of 
Duluth  now  Btands,  and  where  the  name  Fond  da  Lui  is  still 
retained.  Tho  oxpedition  would  then  have  gooo  nortb-west- 
nai'd  through  \vhat  is  now  Minnesota  to  Ked  Lakej  from  which 
point  &  descent  could  biive  been  made  by  boat*  through  Bed 
Lake  River  and  Red  Biver  to  the  very  settlement  itself.  Thia 
route  wonld  have  avoided  the  Nor'-Westers  nUogother. 

Westward  bound,  the  party  had  little  more  than  teft  Sault 
Ste.  MaritH  during  the  last  week  of  July,  when  Ihey  were  met 
on  Lake  Superior  by  two  canoes,  in  one  of  which  was  Miles 
Mftodoneil,  driven  (ortb  from  Bed  Hiver,  and  who  brought  the 
sad  inMlligenca  of  the  second  desiruciion  of  the  oolony  and 
of  iJiB  murder  of  Goverrier  Semple  and  his  attendants^  Hta 
XiOrdsbip  was  thrown  into  the  deepest  despair.  Tho  thought 
of  hie  Governor  killed,  wholesale  murder  committed,  the  poor 
eetllera  ted  by  him  from  the  Highiand  homes,  where  life  a* 
leaat  was  safe,  to  endure  such  fear  and  piivation^  was  indeed 
a  sore  trial.  To  any  lone  less  moved  by  tbe  epirit  of 
philanthropy,  it  must  have  been  a  serious  disappointment, 
but  to  one  feeling  bo  thorough  a  sympathy  for  the  suffering 
and  who  was  hiiQaelt  Lba  very  soul  of  honour,  it  was  a  crushing 
blow, 

He  resolved  to  change  his  course  and  to  go  to  Fort  William, 
the  headqujirters  of  the  Nor"-WesterB.  He  now  determined 
to  act  in  his  oflice  as  m^igistrate,  and  nought  to  induce  two 
gentlemen  of  SauU  Ste.  Marie,  Moa^r^.  Einiatinger  and  AsktD, 


243 


THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY 


both  mngistiuLtia,  to  accompany  htm  in  that  capiicity.  Thej 
were  utiuble  Lo  go.  Coujpelled  lo  proceed  atoae,  be  writes 
£rom  SauU  Ste-  Marie,  on  July  29th,  to  Sir  John  Shoibrookd. 
ajud  lifter  speakiiig  of  hia  failure  to  induce  the  two  gentlemen 
mentioned  by  hira  to  go,  BiLys,  "  I  imi  therefore  leduoed  to  the 
altenubtiTe  of  acting  aJonc*  or  of  DrUowing  an  audacious  onrue 
to  paes  unpunished-  In  those  circftuiistano&s  1  cannot  doubt 
tbat  It  IS  my  duty  to  act,  thougii  I  am  not  without  apprehension 
that  the  law  m&y  he  openly  resifsteil  tiy  w  set  ol  people  who 
haTe  been  accuBtomed  to  oon^der  force  aa  the  oaly  true 
criterion  of  right." 

One  would  have  eaid,  on  looking  at  the  matier  dispassionately, 
that  the  Goveruor-General*  witb  &  military  force  so  far  weat  as 
Dnunmond  Isle  in  Georgian  Bay,  would  h^ive  tjikeu  immediate 
fiteps  to  brmf-  to  juatioo  the  offenders. 

Governor  Sherbrooke  seems  to  have  felt  himself  powerless, 
for  he  says  in  a  despatch  to  Lord  Bathurst,  "  1  leg  laave  to 
caU  your  Lordabip's  Fierioua  attention  to  the  forcible  fxnd,  I 
fear,  too  just  dpsciiption  giveu  by  the  Eail  of  Seikjik  of  tho 
filiate  of  the  Red  River  ten-itory,  I  leave  to  your  Loidahip  to 
judge  whether  a  bandibti  such  ns  he  deficrihes  will  yield  to  the 
influence,  or  be  intimidated  bytlie  menaces  of  distant  JLUthority." 
lb  may  be  well  afie^wiirda  to  contrast  thig  statement  of  the 
Goveruor's  witb  aubaoqueut  deapatcbes.  It  muet  iiol  be  for- 
gotten that  while  "the  banditti '' was  pursuing  its  anurse  of 
violence  in  the  far-off  territory,  and,  els  has  lieeu  stated, 
thoroughly  under  the  direction  and  encountgemenl  of  ibe 
North-Weat  Company  parinera^  the  leading  moEDbare  of  this 
Company,  who  held,  many  of  them,  high  plaoGs  iri  society  and 
in  tho  Government  in  Montreal,  were  pobing  \\^  the  lovers  of 
peace  and  order,  and  wore  lamentmg  over  the  esoessea  of  the 
Indians  and  Boia  Brtll^s.  By  this  oourso  they  were  enabled  to 
thwart  any  really  elTtctive  measurea  towjtrds  restoring  peace 
at  the  far-away  *'  seat  of  war," 

The  action  of  the  North-Weat  Company  may  he  judged 
from  the  following  eitTHcts  from  a  letter  of  the  Hou^  John 
EichardHon,  one  of  the  partners,  and  likewise  a  uiemlMt-  of  Lha 
execuUve  ccunt^U  of  Lower  Canada,  addressed  to  Governor 
Sberbrooke^     Ho  fiays  on  August  17tb,  ISIG ;    ''It   is  with 
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muoli  concern  that  1  bcbve  to  menbioa  that  blood  hae  been 
efaed  at  the  Bod  River  to  an  extent  greatly  to  be  deplored;  but 
it  ia  consolatory  to  these  interested  in  tho  North-West  Company 
to  find  tliat  none  of  their  tradtra  or  jniople  were  iJOQeemed,  oi' 
&t  the  time  within  &  hundred  oiiles  of  the  scene  of  contest," 
What  a  conimentary  on  euch  a  etatt^ment  are  the  fitonea  of 
Piunbrun  a^nd  Huerter,  given  in  &  previous  chapter]  What  a 
colO-blooded  ste^tcment  After  till  the  plottings  and  Bohemea  of 
the  whole  winter  before  the  attack  \  What  a  heartless  lalae- 
hood  ae  regards  the  Indiz^s,  who,  under  so  grent  tenjptattonSt 
refused  to  be  partners  in  bo  bloody  an  enterprise  \ 

The  resolution  of  Ixird  Selkirk  to  go  to  Fort  William  in  tha 
capwity  of  a  magistrate  was  one  involving,  as  he  well  knew, 
many  perile.  He  was  not,  however,  the  man  to  shiink  from 
ft  daring  enterprise  having  once  undertaken  it. 

To  Fort  WilLun,  then,  with  the  prospect  of  meeting  seiverul 
hundreds  of  the  desperate  men  of  the  North-West  Company. 
Lord  Selkirk  mode  his  way.  Bo  confident  wjis  he  in  tho 
rectitude  of  hia  purpose  and  in  the  justice  of  his  cause,  that  he 
pushed  forward,  and  without  tile  dighteut  hesilji.tion  enciunped 
upon  the  K&ministiquia,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  in  sight 
of  Fort  William,  The  oxpodition  Lirrivcd  on  August  12th.  A 
demand  was  at  onee  made  on  the  ofQcers  of  the  North-West 
Company  for  the  release  of  a  number  of  persons  who  had  been 
captured  at  Bed  Piver  after  the  dcatructieu  of  tho  colony  and 
been  brought  to  Fort  William,  The  Nor'-Woetors  denied 
having  arrested  these  persons,  find  to  give  colour  to  thi^ 
AEsertion  ini mediately  sent  them  over  to  Lord  Selkirk's 
encampment. 

On  the  I3tb  and  following  days  of  tho  month  of  August,  the 
depositions  of  a  number  of  persons  were  tnJcen  before  his  Lord- 
aliip  as  a  justice  f>f  Lhe  pence.  The  depositions  related  to  the 
guilt  of  the  several  Nor'-Wester  partneiB,  their  desti-cying  the 
eettlemcntj  entenng  ivnd  removing  property  from  Fort  DouglaSi 
and  the  like ;  and  were  made  by  Pambmn,  Lavigno,  Nolin, 
Blondeau,  Biisbois,  and  others-  It  was  made  so  clear  to  Lord 
Berkirk  that  the  partners  were  guilty  of  inciting  the  attacks  on 
the  oolony  «jtd  of  approving  the  outrages  committed,  that  lie 
determined  to  arrest  a  number  of  the  leaders.    This  wae  dona 
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by  regiilnr  prooeB&— bj  wan-auts  Bert'ed  ca  Mr.  HcGillivray. 
Kennetb  McKecHie,  Simon  Fmser,  and  others,  but  these 
prisiotiers  were  iillowed  to  i-emain  in  Fort  WiUiam. 

In  one  caac,  thnt  of  a  purbner  named  John  McOonaid, 
re^atanoG  hoiving  been  ofierod,  the  aonstablos  crUled  foL'  tb^  did 
of  a  party  of  tbe  De  Meurons,  who  bftd  crossed  over  fiom  tbe 
enoftmpmenb  with  them  iu  their  boatb.  Tlie  Leaving  of  the 
pnaoners  with  their  h  bar  by  in  Fovt  WilUam,  however,  gave  the 
oppoi-tunity  foi'  oonepirBcy ;  and  it  was  i-optosonted  to  Lord 
Selkirk  that  Fort  William  wonld  be  uaed  foi'  the  purposes  of 
rBBistnnce,  and  that  the  prisoners  anresttn]  would  be  released. 
The  f &ct3  (e&dlDg  to  this  belief  were  that  n.  c^noc,  laden  with 
aima,  had  left  tbe  fort  at  night ;  thai  eight  banela  of  gunpowder 
had  been  ^ecret^d  in  a  thicket,  and  that  these  bad  been  taken 
from  the  magazine  \  while  8ome  forty  fet^nd  of  arma.  fresh- 
toaded,  hiA  been  fonnd  in  a  bai'n  among  some  hay,  Theae 
Indioations  proved  that  an  attompt  was  about  to  be  made  to 
resi&t  the  asecutian  of  the  law,  and  acc^frdingly  the  prisoners 
wore  plaoed  in  one  building  and  cloeety  guarded,  while  Lord 
Selkirk's  encampment  waB  removed  across  the  river  and 
pitched  in  front  of  the  fort  to  prevent  any  aui-priae. 

A  further  exaujinAtioii  of  the  prisoners  took  place,  and  their 
□riminality  being  bo  evident,  they  were  sent  to  York,  Upper 
Canada,  Three  canoes i  well  manned  and  contaming  the 
prisoners,  left  the  fort  on  August  18th,  iincler  Che  charge  of 
Lieutena,Tit  Faucbe,  one  of  tha  De  Menron  officere.  Tbe  journey 
down  tbe  lakaa  w&g  marred  by  a  moat  unfortunate  accident. 
One  of  the  canoes  was  apeet  some  fifteen  miios  from  Sault  Sto. 
Mai'ie.  This  was  caused  by  the  sudden  rise  in  the  wind.  The 
affair  was  purely  Rccidental,  and  there  wei'e  drowned  one  of 
kho  priaonera,  named  McEenzic,  a  sergeant  and  man  of  tbo 
De  MeurouB,  and  sis  Indians.  The  prisoners  ware  taken  to 
Montreal  and  admittod  to  bail.  The  oourse  taken  by  Lord 
Selkirk  e.t  Fort  William  has  l)€en  severely  critioi^ed,  and 
became,  indeed,  the  subject  of  eubaequent  legal  proceedings. 
One  of  the  Nor'-Weater  apologists  stated  to  C^overuor  Sber- 
brocke  "that  the  mode  of  proceeding  under  Lord  Selhii-k's 
orders  reaemhl^fJ  nothing  Britcgh,  and  exceeded  even  tbe 
militarj-  despotism  of  the  Pi-eocb  in  Holiand." 
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No  doubt  it  wouM  bars  been  better  hatl  Lord  Selkhic 
oblUDed  other  m^giatiutes  to  taJso  part  in  tbL3  proceedings  fit 
Fort  WllJiam,  but  we  hiTe  eecn  he  did  tiy  this  and  f&iJed. 
Had  it  been  possibte  to  bftve  li]i.d  the  anesbs  effBcted  witboub 
tbe  appearance  of  force  mtide  by  the  De  Meurons,  it  woalJ 
h[iVO  bocn  morci  agreeable  to  cur  ideits  of  ordtnor}'  tegal 
prooeedingB  \  bat  it  mnst  be  remembered  he  was  dealing  wfth 
thofie  oa.lled  by  a  high  authority  "  a  bandittii/'  Could  Forti 
Wiliium  hare  been  left  in  the  hands  of  its  possessora,  it  would 
have  been  better;  but  then  there  was  clear  evidence  that  the 
Nor'-WesTrer3  intended  violence.  To  have  (eft  Fort  William  m 
their  pcasesaiou  would  have  l»en  BulcidaL  It  would  probably 
hitve  been  better  that  Lord  Selkirk  sboold  not  have  stopped 
the  canoes  going  into  the  intei'ior  ^ith  Noiib-West  met-oban- 
dise,  but  to  have  allowed  them  to  proceed  was  only  to  bave 
assisted  his  e»emicB— the  enemies,  moreover,  of  Iiltv  ajid  order, 
TboyflftDds  of  pounds'  worih  of  hia  property  stolen  from  Fort 
Douglas  by  the  agents  of  the  North-West  Company,  &nd 
the  fullcEt  evidence  in  tbe  depositions  made  befcre  bim  that 
this  was  m  pursuancB  of  a  pUn  devised  by  the  Company 
and  deliberately  carried  outl  Several  hundreds  o!  l&wlcss 
voyageurs  and  unecrupalous  partners  ready  to  use  violence 
in  tbe  wild  region  of  Lalfe  Superior,  where,  dnring  fifty  years 
precedin*^,  they  had  commtbted  numtfrous  acts  of  bloodshed, 
ajid  hod  ncvor  been  called  to  account!  The  woi-ryiog  reflec- 
tion thfit  homolesa  settlers  aod  belf^less  women  and  children 
were  cr^'ing,  in  some  region  then  unknown  to  him,  for  bis 
aasislance,  after  their  wanton  dispersiou  by  their  cnetnies 
from  their  bomee  on  the  hanks  of  Bed  River !  All  these 
things  were  sufbcient  to  nerve  bo  action  one  of  £ar  leee 
generons  impul^e^^  than  Lord  Selkirk. 

Is  it  at  all  Burpnsiitg  that  bia  Lordship  did  not  act  with  all 
Ibe  calmness  and  scrupulous  cnre  of  a  judge  on  tbo  benchi 
who,  under  favoui-ahle  circumstance  a,  feela  himself  strong  in  his 
eDDficiou^nefis  of  safety,  ^^upport^d  by  the  myriad  ofl^cei"ft  of  the 
law,  and  surrounded  by  the  insignia  of  Justice?  The  justifica- 
tion of  his  course,  even  if  it  bo  interpreted  adversely,  is,  that  lo 
a  state  of  violence,  to  preserve  the  person  is  a  preliminary  to 
tbe  Bettlemsai  of  other  questions  of  per^niLl  rigbc.    One  thing 
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at  least  is  to  Lord  Selkirk's  credit,  that,  aa  aoon  fia  poB^blo,  he 
handed  over  the  law -breakers  to  be  dDult  with  by  the  Cftnadiao 
Courts,  where  J  howEver,  iinforiunately,  another  dmnity 
pi'esided  thAD  Uie  blind  gaddsBs  of  Justices. 

Let  ue  now  aee  where  we  we  in  oar  story.  Lord  Selkirk  is 
n-t  Fort  Willifvm.  The  Nor'-Woater  purtnere  have  been  senC  to 
the  East,  It  is  near  the  end  of  August,  and  the  state  of  affibirs 
&b  Fort  William  does  not  allow  the  founder  to  paaa  on  to  his 
Qolony  (or  the  winter.  He  is  surrouncled  by  hia  De  Meuron 
settlers-  During  the  months  cf  autumn  the  expedition  ia 
engaged  m  laying  in  suppliea  for  the  appivia/ihiiig  winter,  and 
opeuing  up  roade  toward  the  Bed  River  country.  The  aeoBon 
was  spent  in  the  uaual  manner  of  the  Lake  Superior  eountry, 
ahut  out  froLo  tho  rest  of  the  world,  The  winter  ovcrj  Lord 
Selkirk  started  on  May  lal,  1817,  for  Red  River,  aceoropanied 
by  his  body-^ard.  The  De  Meui^na  had  preceded  hin;  in  the 
mouth  of  March,  and.  reaching  the  iuberior,  restored  ordei'. 

The  oolonizer  arrived  at  his  colony  in  the  laet  week  of  June, 
and  saw,  far  tha  firat  lime,  tlie  land  of  his  dreams  for  the  pre- 
ceding fifteen  years.  In  order  to  iBstore  peace  j  he  endeavoured 
bo  carry  out  the  terms  of  (bo  proclamation  issued  by  the 
Goverament  of  Canada,  that  all  property  taken  during  tho 
troubles  should  be  restored  to  it»  original  owners.  T1ii& 
resi^iiution  was  mode  to  a  certuiu  ejitent,  though  much  that 
bad  been  taken  fi'om  Fort  Douglas  was  never  tooovered,  Tha 
settlors  were  brought  baek  from  their  rekige  at  Norway  House^ 
and  i^he  aettlemEnt  was  again  orgaoizsd.  The  colonists  who 
survive  ^tiU  relate,  with  great  satisfaction,  how  Lord  Selkirk 
cheered  them  by  hia  pi^esence.  After  their  return  to  their 
deapoiled  homesteads  a  gathering  of  the  settlers  took  pluce, 
and  a  full  oonaideratton  of  all  their  affairs  was  had  in  their 
patron's  presence. 

This  gathering  wae  at  the  spot  where  the  oburch  and 
binding-ground  of  St.  John's  are  now  found-  *'  Here,"  said 
Ilia  Lordship,  pointing  to  lot  number  four,  on  wliich  they  stood, 
"  hei'C  you  ehaU  build  your  oburch;  and  that  tot,"  e^d  he, 
pointing  to  lot  number  throe  across  tho  Uttle  stream  called 
Parsonage  Crtek,  "  is  for  a  school."  The  people  then 
reminded  hJs  Lordship  that  be  had  promised  them  a  miuisler. 
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wljo  should  follow  theni  Lo  their  adopted  couittt'y.  This  he  at 
onae  ac  know  led  god,  eayiTi^,  '"  Selkirk  never  forfeited  bis  word ;" 
while  ho  promised  to  (^vo  the  matter  altentioa  aa  hood  03 
pra^ticahte.  In  luidltiorr,  Lord  Selkirk  gave  a  document 
stating  thiitf  "  m  consideraibn  of  the  JiardshipB  which  the 
settlers  had  suffered,  in  conaequecce  of  ihe  lawless  conduct 
of  the  North-Wesl  Company,  bis  intention  was  to  grant 
gratuitously  the  twenty-four  lots  which  bad  bsea  occupied  to 
those  of  the  aobtlera  yi\\^  had  made  improvements  on  their 
lunda  befoi'O  tbcy  wero  driven  away  Erom  them  is  the  previous 
ycaJ-/' 

Before  the  dispersion  of  this  public  gathering  of  tho  people, 
the  founder  gave  tlie  name,  at  the  request  of  the  colooL^ts,  tc» 
thcii'  ac&tlem(-nt.  The  name  given  by  him  to  tbta  hrst  piuiah 
in  BupeJt^s  Land  wsis  thaG  of  Kildonan,  from  their  old  bom«  in 
the  viLlley  of  Helmsdale,  in  Sutherland  shire,  Scotland.  In 
more  fully  organi/jug  the  colony,  his  Lordflhip  ordered  a 
complete  survey  to  ho  made  of  the  land,  and  steps  to  bo 
taken  towards  laying  out  roads,  buitding  hridgoat  orocting 
miHa^  ^- 

It  will  b?  remembered,  as  already  sbtted,  thai  ab  the  incep- 
tion of  the  colony  scheme,  in  1811,  the  Nor-"WesterB  had 
tbroatcced  the  boatitlty  of  the  Indians.  It  may  he  mentioned 
as  a  slraoga  faot  that,  to  this  day,  it  is  0  trick  of  the  Boia 
Brfllea,  taking  bhdr  cue  from  the  Nor '-Westers,  when  making 
any  demand,  to  threaten  tlie  Government  ^itb  the  wrath 
oi  the  Indians,  over  whom  they  proFoae  to  exercise  a  con- 
trol. We  have  already  seen  that  the  Nor' -Westers'  boaaC 
as  to  their  iDf1ne[iee  over  the  Indians  was  empty.  In  ^e 
publications  of  the  Nor' -Westers  of  1816-20  a  speech  ie  some- 
timcG  eet  forth  of  an  Indian  chief,  ''  Grandes  Oreilles,"  breath- 
ing forth  thi-catenings  against  the  Infant  settlement.  It  ia 
worthy  of  notice  that  even  tliia  resource  is  swept  away  by  iho 
author  cf  tha  speech,  a  Nor'-Wester  trader,  confeasing  that  he 
had  oianufactm'ed  tho  speech  aod  "GinLndes  OreiUes  "  bad 
never  spoken  it. 

Within  three  weeks  of  hia  arrival  at  Red  River  Lord  Selkirk 
oarried  out  his  promise  of  making  a  treaty  with  the  Indiana. 
All  the   Indiana  wero   oioBt  willing  to  do   this,  as  on  many 
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ocoiwqionB  duriDg  the  tiouUee  they  hftd,  by  giving  early 
infoETDntion  fta  Ic  the  moTements  of  the  Nor' 'Western,  and  by 
other  meftDS,  Bbowa  their  symp&tby  uml  feiaUng  toward  Lhe 
Bcttlera.  The  object  of  the  treaty  was  aimply  to  do  ^hbt  has 
BiDce  been  dona  &U  over  the  north -^^eet  teiritonea — to 
«xtiii^iah  tbe  lodiaji  title.  The  Ireaty  ia  gi^^  ajike  by 
Ojibevay.  Ciee,  and  AiiBiniboine  chiefs,  the  laat  mentioned 
boing  a.  tribe  geEierolly  conaidBted  to  belong  to  the  Sioux  etock. 
Lord  Selkirk  afterwards  mode  a  treaty,  on  leaving  the  Bed 
Bivet,  "^th  the  other  Sioux  nations  inhabiting  his  territory. 
The  chiefs  were  met  at  Eed  River  by  his  LorQehip,  aad  those 
whose  namee  are  attached  to  the  treaty  arei  giving  their  French 
Dames  ia  eotne  caaee  cts  shorter  than  the  Indian,  Le  Booeot, 
Bobe  Noire,  Peguia,  L'Homme  Noir,  and  Grandes  Oreille^. 
His  Lordahip  seems  to  have  had  a  most  conciliatory  and 
attrocUve  tca^ner-  It  is  worth  whiJe  cloeing  this  chapter  by 
giving  eitraets  from  the  speeches  of  those  Indian  f^hiefe,  takdn 
down  at  the  grand  council  at  which  Loi"d  Selkirt  smoked  the 
pipe  of  peace  with  the  aasembled  warriors. 

Pe^ia,  the  Sauiteaui  chief,  always  the  fast  fnend  of  the 
colonista,  Eiud,  "  When  the  Engliah  ecttlcra  first  came  here  we 
received  them  with  joy.  It  was  not  our  fault  if  even  the 
stuu]pA  of  the  brushwood  were  too  rough  for  their  feet;  but 
mtsfoilunea  hav^  Biuce  overtaken  them.  Evil-diaposed  meu 
eame  here,  calling  tbemeelres  great  chiefs,  sent  from  our  Great 
Father  across  the  bi^  take,  hut  we  behove  tbey  were  otaly 
traders,  pretending  to  be  gi'eat  ehiefa  od  purpose  to  deceive  us- 
They  misled  the  young  men  who  are  near  ue  (a  tnaall  party  of 
Bois  Briilee  encEunpod  in  the  neighbourhood),  and  cmpSoyed 
them  to  shed  the  blood  of  your  children  and  to  drive  nway  tbe 
HettLei'H  from  this  river.  We  do  not  acknowledge  thet^e  men  as 
ftn  independent  tribe.  They  havo  sprung  up  here  and  there 
like  mushrooms  and  we  know  them  not. 

"At  the  firat  Arrival  of  ibe  setllera  we  were  frequently 
soiicited  by  the  North-Wtbt  Company  to  rrigbten  Uiem  away; 
but  we  were  pleased  to  see  that  our  Great  Father  hod  sent 
Aome  of  his  white  children  to  live  omon^  us,  and  we  refused  to 
do  or  fiay  anything  against  them.  Tbe  traders  even  demanded 
our  calumets,  and  desired  to  oommit  our  sentimenLs  lo  paper. 


tbnt  they  might  fiend  to  ooi'  Great  Father ;  but  W9  rcfuBf'd  to 
Bchnowledgc  tbe  spoeobes  which  they  wUhed  to  put  into  our 
mouths.  Wo  (ue  reformed  that  thoy  have  told  a  tale  thai  it 
was  the  Indiana  who  drove  away  and  murdet'sd  the  children 
cf  our  GreSit  Faiber,  hut  it  is  a  fttiaehood. 

"  As  aooQ  as  I  saw  the  miaoLief  that  happened  I  wecT  to 
La,ke  Winnipeg  with  a  few  CrieitdB  to  wait  for  news  from  tbe 
Ilnglish,  but  I  could  m«ec  ncne^  We  hava  reasona  to  be 
friends  of  the  coioay.  When  thera  were  only  tradcFS  hete. 
wo  could  not  ^ot  a  bladiot,  or  a  piece  of  cloth,  without  fm-^  to 
give  in  eschojigo.  Oiir  country  ia  now  almost  destitute  of  fura, 
so  that  we  wsre  often  in  want;  from  the  people  of  the  ooloiiy 
we  get  blanketfi  and  clolb  for  (he  me&t  we  procme  Lbem.  TLo 
country  abounds  with  meat,  which  wo  can  obtam,  but  to  obt.iJn 
furs  is  difficult/' 

Nest,  L'Homme  Noir,  a  cWef  of  the  Aseinihoines,  who  h.xd 
come  (roDi  &  loDg  distance,  addrcfesing  Tjord  Selkhk, 
particulai'ly  declarea,  "  wc  wei:e  often  harassed  with  solicitii- 
tions  to  Bbsist  the  Bolb  Brillt-a  in  what  they  have  done  agamitl 
your  children,  but  we  always  refused.  We  tu-e  sure  you  muet 
have  had  much  trouble  to  come  here.  We  have  ofien  been 
told  you  were  our  enemy;  but  we  hare  to-day  the  happiueaa 
to  bear  from  your  own  month  the  worde  of  a  true  friend-  We 
receive  the  preaent  you  giye  us  with  great  pleflfiure  and 
thankfolnesB," 

After  thia,  fiobe  Noii-c,  en  Ojibeway  chief,  spoke  in  like 
terma  i  when  the  veritable  Grandes  O^eilloa,  to  whose  spurious 
war  speech  we  have  alreJidy  refen'ed,  said  as  fdlows  ; — 

"I  am  happy  to  see  here  oui-  own  father.  Clouds  have 
overwhelmed  me.  I  was  a  long  time  in  d:>uLt  and  diSculty, 
but  now  I  hcpn  to  see  clearly, 

"We  hare  reason  to  be  happy  this  day.  We  know  the 
dangers  you  must  have  encountered  lo  come  so  far.  The  truth 
you  have  apoken  pleases  ub.  We  thank  you  fur  the  present 
you  give  ua,  Thei-e  Aoems  an  end  bo  om-  dlstressi  and  it  is  yoQ 
who  have  relieved  us. 

"  When  our  yoimg  men  are  drunk  they  are  mad  ;  they  know 
not  what  they  eay  or  what  they  do  ;  bub  this  must  not  be 
attended  to ;  they  mean  no  barm." 
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Long  aFter,  SelMrk  was  remembered  and  beloved  by  theae 
ludian  tribes,  who  spoke  of  him  as  the  "  Silver  Chief." 

So  much  for  the  founder's  work  in  bis  colony  in  1817.  HU 
aS&ira  urgently  required  attention  elsewhere.  In  the  langu&ge 
of  a  writer  on  the  period,  "  having  thus  restored  order,  infused 
confidence  in  the  people,  and  given  a  certain  aid  to  their 
activity,  Lord  Selkirk  took  his  final  leave  of  the  colony-" 
With  a  guide  and  a  few  attendants  he  journeyed  southward, 
passing  through  the  country  of  the  war-like  Sioux,  with  whom 
he  made  peace. 

Tbe  writer  had  at  one  time  in  his  possession  a  note-book 
with,  in  Lord  Selkirk's  writing,  an  itinerary  of  his  journey  from 
Bed  Biver  Colony,  in  which  familiar  names,  such  as  Biviire 
Sale,  Bivi^re  Aux  Gratias,  Pembina,  and  the  iike,  appear  with 
their  distanoea  in  leagues.  Among  other  memoranda  is  one, 
''  lost  on  the  Prairie,"  and  the  distance  in  leagues  estimated  aa 
lost  by  the  misadventure.  Every  traveller  over  the  Manitoba 
prairie  will  take  a  feeling  interest  in  that  entry. 

Passing  through  the  Mississippi  country,  he  aeema  to  have 
proceeded  eastward  to  Washington;  be  next  appears  in 
Albany,  and  hastens  back  to  Upper  Canada,  without  even 
visiting  his  fanuly  in  Montreal,  though  he  had  been  absent 
from  them  for  upwards  of  a  year.  In  Upper  Canada  his 
presence  was  urgently  needed  to  meet  the  artful  machinations 
of  his  enemies. 


CHAPTER    XXVU. 

^B'BOOK    OP   1819   AKD   THE    JHQhJK-'KK&T   TBUL8. 

BritUUlaw  ilifigTiUNad—Govertiijr  ShoTbrooUti'fl  distraaa — A  CommiBHiop 
decided  on — Ftiw  imbiiiaflud  Cunfldiaca  — Coloral  Coltmiui  ohoBou 
— Over  ic©  and  snow — Alnrminp  rumoui-s — The  Prinoa  Rogont's 
order — Coltmnn  it  KotI  Hivur— Tho  EnH  oubmiflflive— Tho  Com- 
mioflionet'fl  rtiport  admir^bJe — The  cttikLrataii  Romhart  com — 
DiBturbifig  la*M;ltfl— JuBticfl  perverttfd — A  Htorohoaae  of  faota — - 
Sympnthy  of  Sir  Wfiltor  Si^ott— Lord  Selkirk's  deflth — Tomb  at 
OvtbifBi  in  Franco. 


The  atftte  of  tilings  m  Rupert'*  Land  in  1816  was  a  disgrace 
lo  British  institutioas.  That  aubjectu  of  tihrj  realm,  divided 
into  two  parties,  ebould  be  virtuttlly  carr}ing  on  wtu"  against 
caoh  other  on  British  soil,  v.-E.a  simply  intolciabic.  Net  only 
was  force  being  used,  but  warrants  were  being  issuecl  and  the 
fonufi  of  law  employed  oci  both  tildes  lo  catty  out  t!ie  Bel^ah 
ends  of  each  patty.  An  impfirtial  historiEtn  cannot  but  aay 
that  both  parties  woro  chargeablo  with  gricvoua  wroi^g. 

Sir  John  Coape  Sherbrooke,  Governor-General  of  Canada, 
felt  very  keenly  the  shameful  ftituation,  and  yet  lh&  difficulties 
of  transport  and  the  remote  diatanca  of  the  lutcrioi'  whore  the 
confliot  vvae  taking  place  mode  interierence  almost  unpossiblo. 
He  waa  in  constant  communication  with  Iiord  BaChurat,  the 
Imperial  Colonini  Secretary, 

Goveroor  Sherbrooko's  difQcultiea  wore,  however,  more  than 
thoee  ot  distcuico.  Tho  inHuence  of  the  Nortb-Weat  Cotupany 
in  Canada  was  supreme,  and  poblic  aentiroent  simply  refleotei 
the  views  of  the  traders,  Tlie  plan  of  sanding  a  commiBsLcn 
to  the  uateriot  to  atop  hoatihties  and  examine  the  convicting 
Bt«tements  w^hich  were  constantly  coming  to  the  Governor, 
seemed  the  most  feasible;  but  with  his  flease  of  British  fair- 
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play,  Governor  Sherbrook©  knew  he  could  find  no  one  soitable 
to  reoomtuend. 

At  last,  driven  to  take  eome  action,  Sir  John  named  Ur. 
W,  B.  CoUman,  a  merchant  of  Quebec  and  a  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  Militia^  a  man  accustomed  to  Government  matters^  and 
one  who  bore  a  good  reputation  for  fairness  and  justice-  With 
this  Commissioner,  who  did  not  enter  on  his  task  with  much 
aJaority,  was  aasociated  Major  Fletcher,  a  man  of  good  legal 
qualifications^ 

The  CommisBionerB  were  instructed  to  proceed  immediately 
to  the  North-West.  They  were  invested  with  the  power  of 
magistrates,  and  were  authorized  to  make  a  thorough  investi- 
gation into  the  troubles  which  were  disturbing  the  country. 
"  You  are  particularly /'  say  the  instructions,  "  to  apply  your- 
Belvea  to  mediate  between  the  contending  parties  in  the  afore- 
said territories;  to  remove,  as  £ar  as  possiblCi  all  cauaea  of 
diaBcnaion  between  them ;  to  take  all  legal  measoreB  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  those  violences  which  have  already 
so  unhappily  disturbed  the  public  peace;  and  generally  to 
enforce  and  establiah,  within  the  territory  where  you  shall  ba, 
the  influence  and  authority  of  the  laws," 

Various  accidents  prevented  the  Commissioners  from  leaving 
for  the  Indian  country  as  soon  as  hetd  been  expected.  They 
did  not  reach  York  (Toronto)  till  November  23rd,  and  on  their 
arriving  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron  they  found  the  lake 
frozen  over  and  impaesable-  They  could  do  nothing  them- 
selves other  than  return  to  York,  but  they  succeeded  in  fitting 
out  an  expedition  under  North-Western  auspices  to  And  its 
way  over  the  ice  and  snow  to  Fort  Williamj  oarrying  the 
revocation  of  all  the  commissions  of  magistrates  west  of  Sault 
fite.  Marie  and  the  news  of  the  new  appointinents  in  their 
stead,  fieports  during  the  winter  continued  to  be  of  a  dis- 
quieting kind,  and  as  the  spring  drew  nigh,  preparations  were 
made  for  sending  up  the  Conuniseioners  with  a  small  armed 
force. 

The  gravity  of  the  situation  may  be  judged  from  the  steps 
taken  by  the  Imperial  Government  and  the  instructions  sent 
out  by  the  authority  of  George,  the  Prince  Eegent,  to  Governor 
Sherbrooke  to  issue  a  proclamation  in  his  name  calling  on  all 
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parties  to  dosist  \xoxa  hostiUiieSi  and  mquirirfg  all  miJitiiry 
officers  or  men  employed  by  any  of  the  partiea  to  imma^telj 
retire  from  SUch  service.  All  propei-ty,  incliiding  forta  or 
trfri3iiig  sbabiooe,  w&a  bo  be  immediately  restored  to  ihe 
rightful  owners,  luid  any  impediment  or  blodc^e  preventiug 
transport  to  be  at  once  removed. 

It  Is  wortrby  of  note  tbat  the  proclamiition  and  m^bmatiDna 
gireo  bad  the  debited  effeot,  Ooltaioin  and  his  (ellow  Com* 
miSBioncr  loft  in  Ma}'  for  the  liold  of  their  operations,  aooom- 
panied  by  forty  oen  of  the  37tb  Eagfment  as  a  body-guard, 
On  arriving  at  Sault  Si^e.  Marien  CommiHaioner  Coitmai:,  after 
wvting  two  or  three  vveeka,  hastened  oq  to  Fort  Willi&ni, 
leaving  Blstcher  and  the  troops  to  follow  him.  On  Jniy  2nd 
be  wrote  from  the  mouth  of  the  Biver  Winnipeg.  Hinting  that 
hia  preHenoe  hsid  no  doubt  tended  bo  preserve  peace  in  the 
Nortli-Wei^tH  and  ibat  in  two  daj'a  he  woiild  see  Loixl  Selfairli 
in  his  own  Fort  Douglas  at  Rod  River. 

Thrae  days  after  the  despatch  of  this  letter,  ComnuBsioner 
Coltman  amved  at  Red  Bivei\  He  immediately  grappled  with 
blie  difhcEiltiea  and  met  them  with  much  auocsHB.  The  news 
of  Lord  Selkirk's  actions  bad  all  arrived  t^t  Montreal  through 
tJjo  North' West  som'ces,  so  that  both  in  Quebec  and  London  a 
etroDg  prejniioa  bad  sprung  up  agaLrtst  hia  Lordahip.  Colonel 
Coltman  found,  however,  that  Lord  Selkirk  had  been  much 
miaropresented.  The  iUogal  eeizorea  he  had  made  at  Fort 
William  were  dictated  only  by  prudence  in  dea]i;ig  with  what 
be  considered  a  daring  and  treacherous  eoemy.  He  had 
submitted  to  tiio  ordinimce  recalling  magi abra tea '  commiaaLona 
immBdiatoly  on  reaoi^nng  it.  Colonel  Goltman  was  so  im- 
pressed  with  Lord  SallHrk's  reasonableness  and  good  faith  that 
ha  recommended  that  the  Legal  charges  made  againat  hjrn 
should  not  be  pL^>ceedcd  with. 

Colonel  Coltman  then  started  on  his  return  journey,  and 
wrote  that  he  had  stopped  at  the  moatb  of  the  Winnipeg  River 
for  the  pmpose  of  inrostigating  Lhe  conspiracy,  in  whieh  he 
atatee  he  fears  the  Ncrth-Weat  Company  bad  been  imphcatedp 
to  destroy  the  Selkirk  settlement.  The  energotio  Commia* 
eiouer  returned  to  Quebec  in  Novembei'  of  tliac  year.  Governor 
Sherhrooke  had  the  isatiafHUliou  of  reporting  to  Lord  Batburm 
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tb&  return  of  Mr>  Cottmsji  from  his  nuBSion  to  tho  Indian 
territDries,  flJid  "  that  the  ■*aadrEil  r&auh  of  bia  eKerciona  had 
been  bo  far  sucuesaful,  that  ha  had  reatored  a.  dtigrea  of 
tr&nquiltity  there  whiob  promiseB  to  oonbinue  during  tbc 
winter." 

Colonel  GoltmaD'e  report  of  about  ond  hundrod  folio  pages 
ifl  SiD  Etdmir&ble  one-  Hia  suramary  of  tbe  caaaea  and  events 
of  the  great  struggle  between  the  Companies  is  well  arranged 
itud  clearly  statod.  The  writer  in  eid  earlier  woi-k  strongly 
took  up  Lord  Selfcirk'3  view  of  the  case,  and  criticized 
Celt  man.  Subsequent  irLTeabigations  and  ualmer  red^otioD 
have  led  htm  to  the  conclusion  that  while  Lord  Selkirk  was 
in  the  right  and  eibibitcd  a  high  and  noble  cbariotor,  yet  tbe 
provoking  circora stances  came  from  both  direotione,  and 
Colonel  Coltnian'a  account  sesniB  fairly  impartial. 

The  cessation  of  hoatilitiea  brought  about  by  the  influence  of 
Colonel  Coltman  did  not,  however,  bring  a  state  of  peace.  The 
conflict  was  transferred  to  the  Comta  of  Lower  and  Upper 
Canaddj  tbase  having  been  given  power  aoiiie  time  before  by  the 
Imperial  Pailiamcnt  to  deal  witb  cusea  in  the  Indiikn  territories. 

A  causa  ci^lcbrc  was  that  of  the  trial  of  Charles  Bciuhart»  an 
employi?  of  tbe  North-West  Compaoy^  who  had  boen  a  sergeant 
in  the  disbanded  De  T^Ieuron  Regiment.  Having  gone  to  the 
Norbb'Weat,  he  was  during  Lbs  troubles  given  charge  of  a 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  official  named  Owen  Keveny,  Ebgainst 
whom  it  wEbS  urged  that  he  bad  maltreated  a  servant  oE  tho 
North-West  Company.  In  bringing  Ksveny  down  from  Lake 
Winnipeg  to  Rat  Portage,  it  woe  brought  agaiuet  Eemhort 
that  at  a  pla.00  oallcd  the  F&II9  of  ifae  River  Winuipegi  he 
had  brntally  killed  the  prisoner  under  his  obarge>  While  Lord 
Selkirk  was  a,t  Fcrt  William.  Reinhart  arrived  at  that  point 
and  made  a  voluntary  confession  befoi^  bis  Loi-dEhip  as  a 
magistrate.  This  case  was  afterwards  tried  at  Qaehec  and 
gavariae  to  anarguroeiit  as  to  the  juriadiation  of  the  Court,  viz. 
whether  the  point  where  tbe  mui'der  occurred  on  the  Rivei" 
Winnipeg  was  in  Uppcx  Canada,  Lower  Canada,  or  the  Lidian 
tcrri^ries.  Though  Reinhart  was  found  guilty,  sentence 
was  not  carried  oul,  probably  on  account  of  tbe  uncertainty  of 
jurisdiction.    The  Hcinliojt  ease  became  an  important  precedent 
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in  settling  tlie  boundary  line  of  Upper  Canada,  and  also  in 
denling  vcith  the  troubles  oriaing  out  of  the  RieJ  rebellion  of  1669. 

In  the  rear  after  Colonel  ColtmaD'a  relunn,  numerous  ^AAt% 
were  referrei^  to  the  Courts,  all  tfae&e  anaiog  out  of  the  viol»noa 
at  Bed  Eiver,  Colonel  Cottman  bad  bouitd  Lord  Selkirk,  tihough 
only  iwonsed  of  on  offence  ojnounting  to  n  mtademcanour,  in 
the  Urge  sum  of  6000^  und  under  two  suretiea  of  3000f.  each — 
in  III!  12,000^.  Mr.  Gale,  Lord  Selkirk's  legal  adviser,  called 
attentiOD  to  the  tIJegality  of  this  proceeding,  but  all  to  uo  effect. 

After  Lord  Selkirk  hod  settled  up  hia  affoira  with  Ilia  colonista, 
he  joameyed  south  frotn  the  Red  River  to  St,  Louia  in  the 
Western  States,  and  tlien  wept  eastward  to  Albany  iu  New 
Tork,  wheuce  he  appeared  in  Sandwioh  in  Upper  Canodai  ths 
ciromt  town  where  inforcaatiou  had  been  laid.  He^e  he  found 
four  aecUBalions  made  against  him  by  the  Norlh-West  Company. 
These  were  :  (1)  Having  stoleu  eighty-three  muskets  at  Fort 
William  ;  (2)  Having  riotously  entered  Foit  ^Villiam,  August 
13th ;  (3)  Assault  and  false  imprisonment  of  Deputy-Sheriff 
Smith  ;   (4)  Re9E«tance  to  legsd  warrant. 

Da  these  matters  being  taken  up,  the  fii'St  charge  waa  so 
eonciradiotory  that  the  magistrates  dismissed  it ;  but  the  other 
Ibree  eould  not  bo  dealt  with  on  account  of  the  abaenao  of 
witnesaeB,  and  so  ball  was  aoeepted  from  Lord  Selkirk  of  350/, 
for  bis  appearaueC'  When  Lord  Selkirk  [presented  himself  at 
Montreal  lo  answer  to  the  charges  for  which  Colonel  Coltman's 
beiivy  bail  had  bound  him,  the  Court  admitted  it  hod  no 
juriadietiou,  but  with  singular  bjgb'liiandedneas  bound  Lord 
Selkirk  to  appear  iu  Upper  Canada  under  the  same  bail- 

Li  Montreal  in  May,  IS18,  an  action  was  brought  before  Chief 
Justice  Monk  and  Justice  Bowec  againat  Colin  RobctUon  and 
four  other**,  ehsrging  them  with  riotously  desti\^ying  Fort 
Gihniltar,  the  Nor'-wester  fort-  A  number  of  witnesses  were 
caUed>  inoLuding  Milea  Macdonell,  John  Pritohard,  Augueto 
Cndot,  and  others.     A  verdict  of  not  guilty  was  rendered. 

In  September  of  the  same  year  a  charge  was  laid  agwnstLord 
Selkirk  and  others  of  a  □onspii'aay  lo  ruin  the  tiude  of  the 
North-West  Company.  Tbis  was  before  the  celebrated  Chief 
Justioe  PoweIl>  Tho  grand  jury  refused  to  give  the  Chief 
JuBtioe  iLD  anawer  in  the  case.      The  Court  was  summuily 
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ndjourndd.  aud  Jegiglation  wau  introduoed  at  (he  adxt  meet- 
ing c>l  tho  Lagi&lature  of  Upper  Canoda  to  romody  defects  m 
the  Aat  m  order  thaC  l;he  case  mif^bt  be  triod.  Afterward  tho 
cneee  wero  t-ftken  up  m  Yorkt  and  Deputy-Sheriff  ^njiLli  wa* 
given  a  verdict  againat  Lord  Selkirlc  for  500^,  aad  MoKenaie, 
«  Norrh-Weat  partner,  a  verdict  of  1500^.  for  fulse  impi-bonmenb 
at  Fort  WilliarD-  The  general  impression  baa  always  prevailed 
two  Ibttt  tbe  whole  prooeduie  m  these  casea  agJiinst  Lord 
Selku'k  ^vas  high-handed  andunja^l,  though  it  is  quits  possible 
that  ht}Tfi.  Selkirk  bad  exoeeded  hie  powers  in  tbo  troubled 
Bbitte  of  iiHaii's  at  Fort  William. 

On  bie  IfOrdiilup'a  side  charges  were  also  brought  in  Octobei', 
1618.  Iti  the  full  Couit  Cbie£  Juslioe  PowoU  and  Juaticee 
Camptioll  and  Boulter  presided.  The  moat  notablu  of  tbeee 
cneee  vrn'*  agaJiisl  CuLhbert  Grants,  Boiiober,  nnd  sixteen  ethers 
AH  eJtbiji.  prmcipala  or  accessories  in  the  omrder  of  Bobart 
tseinplc  on  Juno  I9th,  1816.  A  few  days  later,  in  the  same 
month,  a-Jigbtly  different  charge  was  brought  againet  six  of  the 
Norlh-Wt^^  partners  in  coiinoctioii  with  the  murder  of  Governor 
Bemple.  Upwards  of  three  buiidied  pages  of  evidence  gavti  a 
cninabe  and  complete  account  ol  tbo  affair  of  Seven  Oaks  and  of 
the  whole  conflict  as  found  hi  a  ^'olume  of  Canadian  trtalB. 
In  these  two  cases  a  verdiot  of  not  guilty  was  also  rondei'ed- 

Twoothe*  trials,  one  by  Lord  Selkirk's  party  against  Paul 
Brown  for  robbery  of  a  blanket  and  a  gun,  and  the  other  a^aiort 
John  Cooper  and  Hugh  Baunermaii  for  stealing  a  oannon  m 
a  dwelling  houHo  of  Loixl  Belkith,  were  also  carried  through, 
with  ui  both  oa9e«  a  verdict  ot  not  guiity.  The  endeiice  in 
these  casca  was  printed  by  botli  parties,  with  foot'Uotes,  giving 
a  colour  t^  each  aide  concerned  of  a  more  favourable  kindT 

Ho  much  for  ihift  most  dishearten  in  g  controversy,  ft  would 
he  idle  k*  miy  that  Lord  Belkirk  was  faiiirrleaa ;  but  aa  we  dis- 
passionatvU  read  the  accounts  of  the  trials,  and  consider  that 
white  Lord  Selkirk  was  friendless  in  Canada,  the  North- West 
Company  liad  cnoiniuiis  iafliiBriee,  we  cannoi  resist  tbo  conclu- 
sion that  arlvfiulage  was  taken  of  his  liordahip*  and  bbab  justice 
was  nob  dooc.  It  is  true  that*  in  the  majority  of  oaece,  the 
ooneluston  vtas  rsacbed  that  it  was  impoftsiUe  to  precisely 
place  the  bUm?  on  either  side  :  hut  we  cannot  beaurprised  tbat 
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Lord  Selkirk,  harofiged  and  discooragGd  by  tkbe  diffianltiea  of 
his  colooy  and  hU  treatment  in  the  courts  of  Upper  Go-nada  and 
liCifTer  C^Dod^,  should  write  aa  he  did  iu  October.  IdL8.  to  the 
Duke  of  Riohmoud,  the  co^  Govemor-Goneral  of  Canada  ; — 

"  To  contend  aSona  B,nd  unsupported,  nod  only  agaiDRt  a 
powerful  usaociiLtLun  of  tniividuals,  hut  ako  ugaiust  all  those 
whose  ofl&ctal  duty  lb  should  have  been  to  arreat  them  ic  tbe 
proacoution  of  tbeir  cnmca,  was  at  tho  bo^t  an  arduous  task  ; 
and.  however  confident  one  might  he  of  the  iatrinsic  atren^th  oE 
Ids  [iau6e,  it  w&a  imirasaible  to  feci  a  very  sarguine  expectiiLiou 
that  this  ftlone  would  be  sufficient  to  bear  bim  up  against  the 
BwoUon  tide  of  corruption  whioh  thi-eatoned  to  overwhelm  him. 
He  knew  that  in  persevering  under  existing  circumscanoes  he 
must  necessarily  i^uhmit  tc>  a  heavy  sacriiice  of  personal  comfort, 
inour  on  espense  of  ruinous  amount,  and  poraibly  reuder 
himself  the  object  of  harassing  nnd  relenllesa  peraocntion." 

Though  Lord  Selkirk  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1818,  yet  thd 

inds  of  the  ji.tdicta]  battle  through  which  ho  had  passed  were 
in  his  ears.  In  June  his  friend,  Sir  James  Montgomery, 
brougbt  tho  matter  before  tbo  British  House  of  Commona, 
moving  for  all  the  ol^cial  papers  in  the  eass.  The  motion  was 
oarriei!.  iind  the  Blue  Book  eonUiuing  Uiis  matter  in  a  atore^ 
house  where  we  may  6nd  the  chief  facts  of  this  long  aud 
heart 'breaking  struggle  reoortled. 

In  Juce,  181S,  we  find  in  a  copy  of  a  letter  in  the  poaseaslon 
of  the  writer,  written  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  a  referencie  to  tlia 
very  poor  health  of  his  Lordship.  Worn  out  and  heart-broken 
by  his  trials,  Lord  Selkirk  did  not  rally,  but  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months  died  at  Pau,  in  tbe  South  of  France,  April,  1820. 
His  Countess  and  daughters  had  accompanied  hint  to  Montreal 
on  his  CauDdinn  visit,  and  they  were  now  with  him  to  soothe 
hia  dying  hours  and  to  see  him  laid  to  rest  in  tbe  Protestant 
cemetery  of  Orthes, 

Though  he  was  engaged  In  a  difficult  underlEiking  in  seeking 
so  early  in  the  century  to  establish  a  colony  on  tho  Red  River. 
and  though  it  has  been  common  to  repreaenD  hiEn  as  being  half 
tt  e^ntur}'  before  his  time,  yet  we  caimot  resist  the  coaeluBTon 
that  Le  was  an  honourable,  patrioDic,  and  far-seeing  mun,  and 
that  tho  burden  of  right  in  this  grand  ooniiict  was  on  bia  side^ 


CHAPTER  XXVItL 

UEN    WHO   PLAYBD   A   PikBT. 

The  criaia  reachetl— ConBequenceii  oE  Seven  O&Ieb — The  noble  Earl — 
HU  geocrouft  spirit— -Hia  raUtakea— Determined  courage — 
Deserves  the  Uurel  <irottn — The  first  Govemor — Macdonell^a 
difficuJiiev — His  unwise  step — A  Captain  in  red-— GameroD*s 
adroitnosa — A  wearisome  impnsonmeiit — Last  gOTsmor  of  Port 
Gihrftltar — The  Metis  chiuf^Ilalf-breed  son  of  old  Cathbert — A 
darine  hunter — Warden  of  the  pl&iiis— Lord  Selldrk'a  a^out— 
A  Red  River  patriarch — A  Mthfal  witness — The  fYench  bard — 
Western  war  songs— Pierricbe  Falcon. 

Thb  skirmish  of  Seven  Oaks  woa  the  most  Dotabie  event 
that  evdr  occurred  on  the  prairies  of  Rupert's  Land  or  in  the 
limits  of  the  fur  country.  It  waa  the  criais  which  indicated  the 
determination  of  the  Company,  whose  years  were  nmnbered  by 
a  century  and  a  half,  to  bold  its  own  m  a  great  contest,  and  of 
the  pluck  of  a  Britiah  nobleman  to  show  the  '*  per/ervidiim  in- 
genium  Scotorum/'  and  unflinchingly  to  meet  either  in  arms  or 
legal  conflict  the  fuT'trading  oligarchy  of  that  time  in 
It  represented,  too,  the  fierce  courage  and  deaperate 
of  the  traders  of  the  great  O^adian  Company,  who, 
seen,  were  called  by  Washington  Irving  "the  lords' 
lakes  and  fcreste."  ■ 

It  was  also  the  dKiimument  which  led  the  Old  and  the 
New  Worlds'  fur  companieB,  deapite  the  heat  of  passion  and 
their  warmth  of  sentiment,  to  make  a  peace  which  saved  both 
from  impending  destruction. 

It  led,  moreover,  to  the  sealing  up  for  half  a  century  of 
Rupert's  Land  to  otl  energetic  projects  and  influicof  population, 
and  allowed  Sir  Qeoigo  Simpson  to  build  up  for  the  time  being 
the  empire  of  the  buffalo,  the  beaver,  and  the  fox,  inatead  of 
developing  a  home  of  induatry. 

Crises  such  aa  thia  develop  character  and  draw  out  the 
powers  of  mnn  who  would  otherwise  waste  then:  sweetness  on 
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the  desert  oii-,  Tbe  shock  of  meet<ing  ol  two  euoh  ^roat  l>odi^ 
AS  the  Hudson 'b  Bity  Company  and  the  Norih-West  Couipany 
euiibltid  men  to  show  courage,  lo^idtyp  bouesL  iiuligciJitioDi 
dooiaioQ  of  oh^'a«tj|BU]rcwdneB8,  diploma,t[c  skill,' and  great 
^^nduran^e.  Thesc^^Bhe  olemente  of  hiuQaii  chiiractei\  It 
'T^^er  worth  while  I^Bamine  the  motives,  features  of  actioa, 
and  ends  ojmed  ab  hy  men  under  the  trying  ciicunititunctis  of 
such  a,  contiici.  At  the  viak  oi  some  repetition  wq  give  sketches 
of  the  lives  of  several  of  the  leading  pfcrsona  ooncernod. 

TH&    RAILL   OF   GBLKmK. 

Chief,  certainly,  of  tha  actors  who  ^ppeaireJ  on  ihis  stage 
Wft9  Loi'd  Selkirk^  Born  to  the  hest  tr^tions  of  the  Soottbli 
nobiUty,  Thomas  Donglaa  beloagod  bo  thu  Angus-Selkirk  family, 
\chich  represented  the  Douglases  of  Border  Eitor}',  one  of  whom 
boasted  tliat  no  ancestor  of  his  had  for  lao  genernttons  died 
within  ohamberia.  Lord  Doer,  bs  liia  tUle  then  wus,  hv.'X 
studied  at  Edinburgh  Uiuversity,  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
Bir  Walter  S^U,  and  though  a  Lowlander,  had  formed 
»  gro^^^Hment  for  the  Highlanders  and  had  learned 
theirfl|^HI,  Ho  WAB,  uioreoTcr,  of  most  £.ctiTO  miDd, 
bi-oa^^HPIthies,  and  generous  impulsoS'  At  the  ago  of 
thirJHH^s,  having  become  Earl  of  Selkirk,  he  sought  to  take 
part  iii  assiating  the  social  conililion  of  Britain,  which  was 
suffering  greatly  from  the  Napoleonic  wars-  He  look  a  large 
oolooy  of  Higblanders  to  Pi'ince  Edward  Island,  acquired  Uod 
In  Upper  Caciula  and  also  in  New  York  State,  and  then,  solely 
for  the  puqjose  of  helping  on  his  emigratioa  project,  entered 
on  the  gigantic  iindortaking  of  gaining  conirot  of  the  Hudaon'a 
Bay  Company.  la  all  those  tbinga  ho  sucoeeded.  We  have 
seen  the  conflicts  into  wliieh  he  was  led  and  the  manly  way 
in  which  he  conducted  himself 

We  do  not  say  be  made  no  raistakea.  We  frankly  adrmt  that 
he  went  beyond  the  ordinary  powers  of  a  magietrale'E  commiB- 
aion  at  Fort  William,  Bat  we  believe  his  fUm  was  good.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  Nor'-Weaters  had  no  legal  ri^-bt  Ic  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  lands  ovc^r  which  they  traded.  He 
believed  them  to  be  unscrupulous  And  dangerous,  and  bis 
course  was  Laken  lo  meet  tbe  exigency  ui  ibe  case,     U  must  be 
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remembered  his  responsibility  was  a  great  one.  His  Hi^luid 
and  Irish  coloniBts  at  Bed  Biver  were  helpless  ;  he  was  their 
only  defence ;  no  British  Uw  waa  present  at  Bed  Biver  to  help 
(hem.  They  were  regarded  as  intruders,  as  enemies  of  the  fur 
trade,  and  he  Felt  that  loyalty  and  right  compelled  hint  to  act 
as  he  did. 

No  doubt  it  seemed  to  the  Canadian  traders — who  considered 
themselves  as  the  sncceBsorB  of  the  French  who,  more  than 
three  quarters  of  a  century  hefora,  bad  established  forta  at 
what  was  called  the  post  of  the  Western  Sea — a  high-handed 
and  even  foolhardy  thing  to  bring  his  colony  by  way  of  Hudson 
Bay,  and  to  plant  them  down  at  the  forks  oo  Bed  ftiver,  in 
a  remote  and  probably  unsuccessful  colony.  However,  m  the 
main  the  legal  right  was  with  his  Lordship.  The  popular 
feeling  in  Canada  toward  Lord  Selkirk  was  far  from  being  a 
pure  one,  and  a  fair-minded  person  can  hardly  refrain  from 
saying  it  was  an  interested  and  selfish  one. 

Certainly,  as  we  aee  him,  Lord  Selkirk  was  a  high-minded, 
generous^  far-seeing,  adveoturous,  courageous,  and  honourable 
man-  Wo  may  admit  that  bisopiniou  of  the  North- West  Com- 
pany opponents  was  a  prejudiced  and  often  unjust  one.  But  ne 
linger  on  the  picture  of  hia  Lordship  returning  from  Montreal 
with  his  Countess,  their  two  young  daughters,  the  one  after- 
ward Lady  Isabella  Hope,  and  the  other  Lady  Katherine 
Wigram,  with  the  young  boy  who  grew  up  to  be  the  last  Earl 
of  Betku"k :  we  think  of  him  worried  by  the  lawsuits  and 
penalties  of  which  we  have  spoken,  going  home  to  meet  the 
British  Government  somewhat  prejudiced  against  him  as 
having  been  a  personage  in  what  they  considered  a  dangerous 
htuxiU :  we  follow  him  passing  over  to  France,  attended 
by  his  family,  and  dying  in  a  foreign  land — and  we  are  com- 
pelled to  say,  how  often  does  the  world  persecute  its  bene- 
factors and  leave  its  greatest  uncrowned.  The  Protestant 
cemetery  at  Orthes  contains  the  bones  of  one  who,  under  other- 
circumstances,  might  have  been  crowned  with  laurel- 

GOVBBNDR    BOLBS   MAOOONBLL.    / 

Engaged  by  Lord  Selkirk  to  lead  his  first  company  and 
irintend  the  planting  of  bis  colony,  Capt.  Miles  Macdonell 
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fomid  himself  thi'nac  into  a  poeitiori  of  danger  and  i^apoiiBibiKty 
E^  Jooal  governor  at  Rod  Bivor.  Hg  wua  a  mnn  with  u.  con- 
eiderftble  ojcperieoce.  Of  Highland  oiigin.  he  had  with  hla 
Eibtber,  John  Macilonell,  called  *'  Scot&A,"  From  his  residence  in 
Scotland,  settled  lo  the  vaJley  of  tbe  Mohawk  River,  on  the 
estates  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  in  New  York  State,  The 
estates  of  Sir  William  were  a  hotbed  of  loyalism,  a.nd  here  was 
etdlated  hy  his  son,  Sir  John  .Tohnaonp  under  the  autLoriLy  of 
the  British  Government  at  the  time  of  the  American  Eevolu- 
tion^  the  well-known  King's  Royal  Regiment  of  New  York, 
familtarlj  known  tis  the  ■'  Royal  Greens."  The  older  Moe- 
doiiell  was  a  oaptaia  in  this  regiment,  and  Miles,  as  a  hoy  of 
fifteen^  was  commisflioned  os  ensign.  Aftorward  the  young 
MacdoDell  returned  to  Scotland,  where  ho  mairicd,  and  again 
cfttne  bo  Can£,dfl..  Following  a  military  career,  he  was  engaged 
by  Lord  Selkirk  shortly  belore  the  war  of  1813  Do  lead  his 
colony  to  the  Bed  River.  We  have  seen  how  faithfully,  both  at 
York  Factory  and  the  Red  River,  he  served  hia  Lordship.  The 
chief  point  in  dispute  in  eonnection  with  Governor  Maodonell 
is  whether  the  euihargo  againnt  the  exiKJit  of  auppliea  From 
Bed  River  in  18H  was  legnl  or  notn  If  it  wa^  not,  then  on  him 
reeU  mueh  of  the  reeportsibility  for  the  troubles  which  enaued- 
Thd  aelEure  of  pemmicon,  belonging  to  the  Nortb-Weflt  Com- 
j>£Lny,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Souria  River,  seems  to  have  been 
high-handed.  Undoubtedly  Milea  Macdonoll  believed  it  to  be 
nocoflsary  for  the  support  of  Iho  sottlera  in  Iho  country.  His 
life  was  one  of  constant  worry  after  ihm  event.  RepriaaJs 
be^ihn  betweaa  the  pcLTLies.  These  at  length  ended  in  Miles 
Macdonell  being  seized  by  the  North-Weet  Company  agents 
on  June  22Dd>  1815,  and  taken  ae  ii  prisoner  to  Fort  William, 
end  thence  to  Montreal,  Macdonell  liv&d  upon  the  Ottawa  til) 
the  tiins  of  his  death  in  16^8h 

He  was  &  man  of  good  mind  and  seemingly  honest  inten- 
tions. His  military  education  and  experience  prob&bly  gave 
him  the  habits  of  regularity  and  decision  which  led  to  iihe 
attitemeiit  made  of  him  by  the  Hon-  William  McOiUivray, 
"  thffct  be  conducted  himself  like  a  Tm-kish  bashawn"  The 
justification  of  Governor  Macdoik^il  aeems  to  be  that  the 
Nnr'-Weeiers  had  determined  early  in  the  history  of  tbe  colony 
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lo  dovbroy  ib,  so  that  the  cbar^Gs  made  against  the  Governor 
were  morely  ui  advantago  tokon  o£  disputed  points^  Ga.pt. 
ftfBcdondlJ's  managemeot  aC  York  Factory  was  csrtainly 
jadioioua*  acd  bbare  seems  but  the  one  debatable  point  in  his 
administration  of  Bed  River»  and  that  waa  tho  proclamation  of 
January  Bth,  1814, 


DUNG  A  V    CABTEBON.    . 

r 

Oo6  of  the  moet  notnbla  loadcrB  on  the  Not'-Weatet  side 
waa  Duncnn  C&meron,  who  bos  the  distinction  of  heing  the 
laati  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Gihraltar,  Like  Miles 
MacdoneH,  Duncan  Cftmeron  mas  the  son  of  a  Highls.nd  U  £. 
Loyalist,  who  hod  been  settled  on  the  Hudaon  in  New  York 
Btate-  He  cDiered  the  North-West  Company  in  1783  and 
lourteen  yeuja  ikftor  was  in  obnrge  of  Nepigon  district,  a&  wo 
have  seen.  Ho  g^nod  much  distinction  for  his  company  by 
hid  daring  acid  skiUuJ  moniigerDent  of  the  plan  to  induce  tho 
Selkirk  settlers  to  leave  Red  River  and  settle  in  Upper  Canada. 
Coming  from  the  njceti;^  of  the  Nor'-Westei's  in  Grand 
Porb&gep  in  1814  Cameron  took  up  his  abode  m  Fort  Gibraltar, 
luid  aoooL-ding  to  tb<^  story  of  Lie  opponents  did  so  with  muob 
pomp  and  circumstance.  Miles  Macdonell  «ay3 : — "  Mr. 
Duncan  Cameron  arrived  ct  Red  Biver,  s^jorting  a  suit  of 
military  uniform,  gave  himself  out  as  capUiii  in  his  Majesty's 
eervioe,  and  acting  by  the  lUng'a  authority  for  Sir  Georgo 
Prevoat."  Every  well-informed  person  looked  upon  this  as  & 
Ge1f-creu.ttd  appointment,  at  most  a  North- West  trick:  but  Jt 
had  a  very  Qonsiderable  efFect  upon  tbe  lower  class  of  people- 
la  regard  to  this  the  writer  in  his  work  on  "  Manitoba*^' 
London,  1882,  took  up  atrong  ground  agAiset  Camereo.  The 
calnuBg  InJlnenuc  of  years,  and  the  contention  \vhich  has  lieeu 
advaaced  that  there  wua  some  ground  for  Cameron  claiming  tbe 
commiasion  in  tho  "  Voyagonr  Corps  "  which  he  formerly  held, 
hDnS  led  the  writer  to  modify  bis  opinion  Homewhai  as  to 
Giimei^n. 

Cameron  succeeded  tn  leading  away  utiout  three  quacters 
of  the  colon y.  Thtg  he  was  appointed  to  do  and  he 
seems  to  have  doao  ic  faithfully.  The  menus  by  which  be 
appealed  to  the  Highland  oolooiath  may  have  been  less  digni- 
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tied  tbvi  mi^bt  b&ve  been  deairod,  yob  his  warm  HigbUad 
natui'e  attracted  his  owd  ooiintryiDcn  in  the  settlement,  jind 
ttiey  probably  needed  littJe  perBUU-don  to  BBCape  from  their 
hardahipfl  to  wbiLt  was  W>  Lhem  the  pvoHJiBBd   land  of   Upper 

In  the  following  year  (1816),  aa  already  atnlcdT  Cameron  was 
in  oommand  of  Fort  G^braUaTi  Skod  it  was  determined  by 
Governor  Sample  to  destroy  the  Noj-th-Weat  fort  and  liiing  tt9 
material  do^n  (he  rirer  to  sappleiQient  the  colony  uetalilisL' 
menC,  Fort  Dou^laB.  Before  this  was  done  the  same  treatment 
tbat  was  given  to  Governor  Macdonell  by  the  Nor'-Westere  in 
flireating  him  was  meted  out  tr>  Cameron.  He  was  BeizBd  by 
Colin  Robertson  and  carried  B,wtiy  to  York  Factory,  to  be  lakeu 
Eva  a  prisoner  to  England,  This  high-handed  proceeding  waa 
objectionable  on  several  grounds.  The  Imperial  Parliament 
hftd  transferred  tha  right  of  dealing  with  oiTemiea  oommitted  in 
Hupcrt's  Liand  to  the  Courts  of  Canada,  so  that  Bobcrt&on'a 
action  was  clearly  uitro^  virc^.  Moreover,  if  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  undt^r  its  charter  exeraised  anthority,  it  i^qnestio cable 
whether  l^bat  gave  tha  right  to  send  a  prisoner  to  Britain  for 
triftl.  the  more  that  no  definite  charge  was  laid  egaltisb 
Cameron.  Certainly  Cameron  had  reason  to  complain  of  great 
iii)U3L;ce  in  this  arrest.  Taking  bim  at)  in  all,  he  was  a  hot, 
impulsive  Higlilaod  leader  of  meo,  persaosive  and  adroit,  and 
did  not  hesiUte  to  adopt  the  tncana  lyb^'  nearest  to  attain  bis 
purpo&e.  The  fa«t  that  from  1823  to  1^3^.  niter  he  had  left  the 
Company's  sen-ice,  he  represented  the  County  of  GlengaJ-ry  in 
bhct  Upper  Canadian  Legiialature,  shows  Lhtit  those  who  knew 
him  best  had  a  favourable  opinion  about  this  lost  ooinmaDder 
of  Fort  Gibraltar,  Fort  Gibraltar -was  never  re-built,  its  place 
and  almost  its  very  site  under  tho  United  Company  being  taken 
hy  the  ongicol  Fort  Garry^  Sir  Bodeiick  Caiuei^n  of  New 
York,  who  bae  been  eonneeted  with  the  Australian  trade,  is  a 
aon  of  Duncan  Cameron,  and  still  survives, 

The  skirmish  of  Seven  Oaks  brougLl  inCn  view  a  fact  that 
hod  hardly  made  iiself  known  l)efoTe,  viz.,  Uml  a  ntw  race,  the 
Uabis,  or  liall-breed  children  of  the  Eur  Lradera  and  employi-a 
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by  Indian  women,  were  bocomuig  a  guild  or  body  able  to  exci't 
its  luduenco  and  beginning  to  redizo  its  power, 

Of  this  Hamgaod  somewhut  dangeroua  body  il young  Scottisb 
hall-breed,  Cutbbert  Griuit,  bod  rieeii  to  sudden  prominance  ilh 
tbe  leodern  Hi%  father  of  tbe  same  name  bod  been  a  lamooa 
North-Weat  trader,  and  was  looked  upoj3  as  tbo  special 
giinrdiftti  of  the  Upper  AsBiniboine  and  Swnn  River  district- 
He  bad  died  In  1799,  but  iaduential  oa  he  had  been,  the  sou 
boo&me  from  oircum stances  much  more  bo.  Tho  Nortb-^cst 
Company  know  Ihai  tbe  Scottish  courage  and  enduraooe  would 
etnod  them  in  good  stead,  iLcid  hia  Indian  blood  would  give  bim 
a  great  following  in  tbe  ccuntry.  Eduuabed  in  Monbreat.  be 
was  fitted  to  be  tho  Icu^eroi  bis  coimtrymcnn  Hia  dash  and 
ontbusiaam  were  his  looclin^  oharooterietics.  Whon  tho  war 
party  cama  down  from  Qu'Appella  and  Portage  La  Prairie, 
young  Cutljbert  Grant  was  its  natural  leader-  Wben  Ibe  figbt 
took  pltLOo  bo  was  well  to  the  front  in  the  mU^^  and  it  ia 
generally  argued  that  bis  influence  was  exerted  toward  saving 
tbe  wounded  and  preveublug  acts  of  burhurity.  suob  cs  savage 
races  are  prone  to  when  the  passiona  ore  aroused.  On  the 
aiglit  of  June  IStb,  when  the  victory  bad  come  to  bia  party, 
Cuthbert  Grant  took  poaseealon  of  Fort  Douglas,  and  tbe  night 
waa  one  for  revelry  exceeding  whitt  hie  Highlu-nd  for]>earB  hod 
ever  seeQ,  or  equal  to  any  exidtation  of  the  Bed  moin  in  hia  hour 
of  tnumph. 

In  af tar  years,  when  peocobud  been  restored,  Cuthbeii,  Grant 
settled  in  tb<?  ceighboorhood  of  WhJte  Horse  Plains,  a  regiou 
twenty  miles  weet  of  Bed  Biver  oa  tbe  A»&iiiiboine,  and  bare 
became  an  infucntial  mui.  Ho  was  the  leader  of  Ibe  bunt 
against  the  buffalo,  on  which  every  year  the  adventurous  younp 
man  went  to  bring  hack  tbeir  winter  supply  of  food.  In  order 
that  thie  inigbb  be  properly  managed,  to  protect  life  in  a 
dangerous  sport  and  to  preserve  tbe  butfjvlo  from  wanton 
destruction,  etriot  rules  were  agreed  on  and  peualties  attached 
to  tbeir  breaob.  The  oflieer  appointed  by  the  Council  of 
Aasiuibuia  to  carry  out  these  laws  waa  called  tbe  "  ^'aj:den  of 
the  Plains."  This  office  Cuthbert  Grant  filled.  Of  tW  fifteen 
members  of  the  Counci]  of  Assinibotaj  Grant  was  one,  and  ho 
largely  reflected  tbe  opinion  of  tbe  Preach  balf-hreed  population 


MEI^   iyJfO  PLAVRD 

of  tt;e  Bed  BivDr  settlement h  Ho  woe  the  hero  of  tbe  ploiii 
burners,  and  tbc  native  bm^ds  never  ceoeed  to  Eing  hie  praifl«fi^ 
His  case  ie  n  remibi'kalile  example  of  the  power  thai  native 
repreeentativea  obtain  among  tnisicd  commimitiiea. 
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JOHN  nUTOHABDn 

The  naiae  of  John  Priichard  carries  ua  back  on  the  Bed  Ei\er 
to  the  begioning  of  the  century — to  a  time  even  before  the  ooniiiig 
of  the  Selkirk  colony.  Hia  desoendants  to  Lhe  fourth  generation 
are  ettll  found  in  Mnnitoba  and  are  well  known.  He  was  born 
in  1777  in  a  srnJkll  Tillage  in  Shi-opahire,  England,  and  rec<iiveil 
hi»  education  in  the  famous  Qrammav  School  of  Sbrewebury, 
Eoi'ly  in  the  century  ho  etoigrated  to  Montreal  At  that  time 
the  ferment  among  the  fur  traders  was  great-  The  old  Nortb- 
Weet  Oompany  of  Montreal  had  ^plit  into  seetion^,  and  to  tlie 
new  Compuny,  or  X  Y  Company,  young  Pritcbard  waa  attached. 
Wc  Grat  bear  of  iiim  at  the  moutb  of  the  Bouria  Biver  in  1806, 
and  shortly  aft^r  in  charge  of  one  of  the  fotta  at  that  point 
where  the  Soiiria  River  emptiea  into  the  AsBinilroine. 

We  have  already  given  llie  inciident  of  Fntcb^rd  being  lofit 
on  the  pr^rie  for  forty  diiya.  Pritchard  does  not  aeem  to  have 
taken  kindly  to  the  United  Norlh-Weal  Company,  for  at  the 
time  of  the  Sevan  Ofika  iiffiir  we  find  him  aa  one  of  the 
garrison  occupying  Fuit  Douglaa<  although  be  lepresenta 
himself  as  being  a  settler  on  the  Red  River- 
After  the  ekirmiah  of  Seven  Oaks  Pritchard  sought  to 
escape  with  the  other  setllera  to  the  north  of  Lake  Winnipeg, 
but  was  made  prisoner  by  the  North-West  Compauy'a  agents 
and  taken  to  Fort  Williant.  Thence  he  went  east  to  Montreal 
and  gave  evidence  in  connection  with  the  trials  arising  out  of  the 
Red  River  troubles-  Priti^hard  wa^  a  capable  and  ready  man. 
His  evidence  ia  clear  and  well  expressed.  He  had  much 
facility  in  doing  tiusineasr  <^^  had  a  smooth,  diplomatic 
manner  that  atood  him  In  good  stead  in  troublous  time?. 

PHt43hard  afterwards  erltned  D^rd  Selkirk's  service  and  as 
Lis  a^nt  went  over  to  London,  Returning  to  the  Bed  River 
settlement,  to  married  among  the  people  of  Eildonan,  and 
lived  not  far  from  the  Kitdonan  Church,  on  the  eaet  nide  of 
the  river.     A   number  of  hl^  letters  have  been  printed  which 
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ehow  thftt  he  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  afioitg  of  the  aettle- 
ment,  especiftUy  in  its  religious  coficorns.  It  is  not,  ihen, 
remarkable  that  among  his  ddaoand&nta  there  should  be  no 
1bs»  blinn  Bbven  olBrgytnsQ  of  the  Chnrch  of  Engtand,  Tt  ts^ 
intareatnng  to  know  that  the  Hudi^oii's  Bay  GompB.Dy  voted  blm 
about  1833  o.  gratuity  of  35^-  in  oonaidei-ation  of  vftluable 
cerricea  rendered  by  him  to  education,  and  Qepecially  in  tho 
QBtabliahmant  of  Sunday  Bohools  aud  day  schools,  Th!a  man, 
wbose  life  \vtbs  ft  chronicle  cf  the  hiatory  of  the  Hettleoent. 
parsed  away  in  1866  and  was  buried  hi  St.  John's  Churchyard- 

PIBIIlbE    FALCOri,    THE    RHT^IE^TEB, 

Amon^  the  wild  rout  of  the  Nor'-Wcaters  at  the  skirmish  oF 
SOffDn  Oaka  waa  o,  yotmg  Fi'cnch  half-breed,  whose  father 
was  a  French  Caravan  engaged  \n  the  fur  trade,  and  his 
mother  an  Indicbn  vrumao  from  Lb(i  FklEaaQuri  counti'y^  Tha 
young  combatant  had  been  bom  in  1753,  at  Elbow  Fort»  ia  tha 
Swan  River  distnct.  Taken  aB  a  obild  to  Canada,  young 
Pierre  lived  for  a  time  at  Lapraine,  and  at  the  iige  of  fifteen 
returned  witli  his  father  to  the  K(^  Kivt^r,  und  with  him  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  the  North-West  Company.  Wbat 
port  Falcon  took  in  the  afl'aii-  at  Seven  Oalca  we  are  nob  told, 
axsept  that  he  behaved  bravely,  und  saw  Governor  Semple 
killed. 

Pierre  Falcon  was,  however,  the  bard  oc  poet  of  hia  people. 
Tbia  characteristie  of  P^olcon  is  quite  remarkable,  oonaidored 
in  connection  with  the  time  and  ciroumstancce,  Th^t  a  man 
who  waa  unable  to  read  or  write  should  have  been  able  to 
deaoribe  the  striking  events  of  hia  time  in  verse  is  certainly  a 
notable  thing.  Ha  never  tires  singing  In  dlfiferent  times  and 
metres  the  valour  of  the  Boia  Brfxl<?s  at  Seven  Oaks. 

"  VouloK-vouA  Ao4iutflr  chantsv 
Utie  chanson  dt»  v^rit^  ? 
Le  d\i-neiif  Jnin,  In  Imnde  d«A  Bnfa  tirfll^H 
SoTit  an-ir^  cnmme  daA  brjivcH  guerriera." 

Then  with  Frencb  paioty  and  veiTo  he  gives  rtn  account  of 
ihe  atiaok  en  the  Orkueymeti,  ua  be  oaib  them^  and  recites 
the  Governor's  action  and  his  death.  Falcon  Sniahes  up  the 
chanson  with  a  wild  hurrah  of  triumph— - 

"  Las  Bob  Bri^li^a  ictabnt  dij^  crie  de  joie." 
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The  lively  spirit  of  the  rhymeBter  bi-oke  out  in  song  upon  all 
tbe  prinaipal  events  wliich  a.giUted  bhe  people  of  the  settle- 
meatiH  Joseph  Tftase,  to  ^hom  wc  arc  ohiefly  indebted  id  thia 
akelcbr  eays  of  him,  "  all  his  composilione  at-e  not  of  the  same 
ifiterestf  hu&  they  ate  8U^g  by  our  voy^geurs  to  the  me&sured 
stixjke  of  the  oar^  on  the  most  distant  tivera  tmd  lukorj  of  the 
North-West*  The  echoes  of  the  Asfiiniboine,  the  M^kecfie, 
and  Hudson  Bay  will  loog  repe&t  thorn." 

The  excitable  spirit  of  the  rhymer  never  left  him.  At  the 
time  of  the  Kiel  rebellion  (1809-70)  Falcon  vraa  still  alire,  and 
though  bctweoTi  seventy  and  eighty  years  of  ago,  be  wished  to 
march  off  nith  his  gun  to  the  fray,  declanng  that  "  whilo  the 
eaemy  would  he  occupied  in  kilLicg  Mm  hia  friends  would  he 
£.ble  to  give  hajd  and  well-directed,  blows  bo  them," 

For  about  half  a  century  ho  lived  on  the  White  Horse  Ploing, 
twenty  miles  or  more  up  the  AssLuiboine  from  Winnipeg,  and 
became  an  influential  mnn  in  the  neighbourhood.  Ilia  mer* 
ourial  disposition  eeenm  to  have  becomo  uioro  settled  than  in 
bis  fiery  youth,  for  though  unlettered,  he  waa  made  a  jugtioo 
of  the  peaee, 

HiB  verse-making  ivas,  of  course,  of  a  very  simple  aiid 

unfin^hcd  kind.     One  of  bis  coaatant  fiLsbions  wus  to  eud  il 

with  a  declaration  that  it  was   mndo  by  FilIoou,  the  ainger  of 

bin  people - 

"  Qqj  an  a  f>it  Iil  elmnaon  ? 
Un  poete  de  cftutun  : 
Awi  lioTit  de  1*  chiiDMni 
XoiTfl  voiifl  le  ticuntueTOtiFi. 
Cn  jour  Hjint  &  table, 
A  lioire  et  ^  clianter, 
A  chanter  tout  an  long 
La  noiirello  cimnson. 
Amia,  hnvuEiH,  trinqaoiu, 
Saliiona  In  ohAiiAon 
I>«  Pierricbe  Fulcon. 
Ce  fdiseur  de  chaiLaon." 


The  IftBt  line  boiug  ofteo  varied  to 

■*  Pierre  Faictm,  le  boo  garf  on." 
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Both  Gompaniefl  in  danger — Edward  Eltice,  a  mediator — Oeorgo 
SimpflOD,  tlie  man  of  destiny — Old  feuda  buried — QatberifUja  ftt 
Norway  House — Governor  Simpson's  skil] — Hia  marrelJoufl 
enerey — Reform  in  trade — Morali^  low— A  famous  canoe  voyage 
— SalutflB  fired — Pompous  ceremony  at  Norway  Houae — Strains 
of  the  bwpipe— AoroM  the  Rocl^  Mountains — Fort  Vancouver 
viaited — Great  executive  ability — The  governor  kniffhted— Sir 
Geor^  goea  around  the  world — Troubles  of  a  book— Meets  Uie 
RuBSiana— Estimate  of  Sir  Qeorge. 

Afpaibb  in  Huport's  Land  had  now  reached  their  worat  and 
had  begun  to  mend,  the  strong  band  of  British  law  had  made 
iteelf  felt  and  hoBtilitiea  had  ceaeed  from  Fort  William  to  far- 
off  Qu'Appelle  and  to  the  farther  distant  Mackenzie  Biver- 
The  feeling  of  antagonism  was,  however,  stirring  in  the  hosomB 
of  both  partiefl'  The  death  of  Lord  Selkirk  in  France^  brought 
the  opposing  fin:  traders  closer  together,  and  largely  through 
the  influence  of  Hon.  Edward  Ellice,  a  prominent  Nor' -Wester, 
a  reconciliation  between  the  hostile  Companies  took  place  and 
a  union  was  formed  on  March  26tb,  1821,  under  the  name  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

The  aflairs  •f  both  Companies  had  been  brought  to  the  verge 
of  deatruotioD  by  the  conflicts,  and  the  greatest  satisfaation 
prevailed  both  in  England  and  Canada  at  the  union.  The 
prospect  now  was  that  the  Btabihty  of  the  English  Company 
and  the  energy  of  the  Canadian  combination  would  result  in  a 
great  development  of  the  fur  trade. 

Ab  is  BO  often  (he  case,  the  man  for  the  occasion  also 
appeared.  This  was  not  an  experienced  man,  not  a  man 
long  trained  in  the  fur  trade,  not  even  a  man  who  bad  done 
more   than   spend    the   winter   in    the   fur   country   at   Lake 
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Athubanca,  He  was  simply  a  yoTiDg  clerk,  ^Lo  bod  approved 
himaclf  in  the  London  Hudson'^  Bay  ConipOiiiy  otiico  to  Andrew 
ColvTlle,  a  relftlion  of  tbe  Earl  o£  Selkirk.  He  was  thus  free 
from  the  prejudices  of  eibber  party  and  young  etiougU  to  be 
ftdapbftble  in  tKe  new  state  of  things.  This  man  vas  Georsa. 
^nipp'  I  III  n  n  n  *  ■  V  r  "'  °  ■^"  ^ "'? ,  i  n_  Sco  tliui  d.  Ho  waa  short  of 
stutnre,  but  strong,  vigorous,  and  ohaerving.  He  was  noted  for 
ini  eastt  imd  affability  of  maoi^er  tlmt  stood  liim  in  goml  atfftd 
all  Ihrougb  his  foi'ty  years  of  experience  as  cbief  officer  of  ibo 
Hudaon'e  Bny  Company,  He  became  a  noted  travt^llpr,  and 
loade  tbe  canoe  voyage  from  Montreal  to  tbe  interior  maDy 
times-  For  Diany  yearn  tbe  Nor' -Westers,  as  we  liave  seen, 
held  their  annual  gathering  at  Grand  Portage  ou  Lake  Superior, 
and  it  was  to  this  place  that  the  chief  officers  bad  annually 
refiorted.  The  new  element  of  tbe  English  Company  coming 
in  from  Uudaon  Bay  now  made  u  cbange  neiceaHEiiy. 
Aooordiogly ,_NorwaY  ^  HfTPP^  ^"  '"■"'"*  ^^■"'^"'pfrg,  hficame  the 
new  centre,  and  for  many  yeai's  the  annual  gathering  of  the 
*T!on ipan y H^eade ra  in  the  active  trade  took  place  here.  The 
wiiter  Las  had  tho  privilege  ol  perusing  the  miiiut^A  of  some 
of  these  gathcn'nge,  which  were  held  shortly  after  Gorernor 
Simpson  was  appointed,  Theee  are  valuable  aa  showing  tb'> 
work  done  by  the  young  Governor  and  hia  m*!thod  of  dealing 
with  difficulties. 

While  it  has  n-Kvaya  been  said  that  Governor  Simpson  was 
dictatorial  and  overbearing,  it  will  be  seen  that  at  tbta  stage 
he  was  conciliatory  and  crinsiderate-  He  acted  like  the  chair- 
man of  a  representative  body  of  men  called  together  to  coiifiult 
over  their  affairs,  the  members  having  equal  rights.  On  June 
23rd,  1823,  one  of  hia  first  meelinga  was  held  at  Norway  HoufiOn 
Reports  were  given  in  detail  from  the  varioua  posts  and 
districta  In  tun^  Bow  Bivei'  at  the  foot  of  tbe  Bocky  Moun- 
tains was  reported  aa  abandoned;  from  the  Upper  Bed  Hiver, 
it  wft«  stated  that  on  account  of  prairie  fires  thQ  buffalo  were 
few.  and  that  the  wild  .\aHiniboine8  had  botaJten  tbemsolvea  to 
the  Saskatchewan  to  enjoy  its  plenty. 

From  Lower  Bed  RLver  came  the  news  that  tbe  attempt  to 
prevent  the  nntives  trading  in  furs  hud  been  carried  rather  too 
far.     Furs  belon^in)^  to  a  petty  Iradnrt  Loroude,  had  beensei^td, 
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CDcfiacfttcd,  end  sent  to  HudHon  Bay,  It  wais  learued  that 
LiL-roode  hud  not  Itoeri  duTy  aware  of  the  new  reguktioDB,  and 
it  was  ordered  tbjit  coiupeasotiou  be  macb  to  bim,  Tbia  was 
done,  and  he  niid  Uia  fiunily  wei^  Eully  eatieGed.  Tbo  Catholic 
Misftion  at  Pembina  had  been  moved  ilo\t'n  to  the  Forka^  ijvhorQ 
now  SL  BonHace  staud^,  and  the  daKii^  wiv^  ejtpreseed  that  ibe 
u-adera  should  withdraw  their  Uade  as  much  as  posfiibU  ftom 
bho  south  aide  ol  the  United  Btutes'  bounditL-y  line. 

Tb&  reportii  from  the  Selkirk  setiiiiintnt  wei'e  of  a  favourable 
kind.  TheSioui,  who  liad  ooumlrom  dheii  land  of  the  Dakolae 
to  meet  Lord  Selkirk*  ^veie  not  encouraged  to  make  any 
furtheir  Tieita-  The  bolkirk  oolooy  was  eaid  to  be  very 
prosperous,  and  it  is  *^tated  lliat  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
new  CotniJH.ny  soon  tn  luke  over  ihft  property  helongjug  to 
Lord  Selkirk  in  the  colony, 

Some  oonflictB  had  aneen  in  the  Lac  La  Pliue  (Rainy  Lak«) 
dibtnct,  and  theae  were  eoothed  and  settled.  Beferenoe  is 
made  to  the  Tustp  Ihat  Grand  Pottage  having  been  found  to  be 
on  United  States'  tcrritovy,  new  ibi-mngcmenta  had  been  made 
ior  avoiding  oollieion  with  tha  Amencans. 

Eeports  were  even  given  in  rjf  proeperous  trade  in  tlia  lar- 
distant  Columbia,  ai^d  steps  were  i&ken  at  various  jioinis  to 
reduce  the  number  of  poata,  the  union  of  the  Companies  liariug 
mado  this  posaible. 

In  all  these  proceeding^}  there  may  be  seen  the  influence 
ol  the  diplomatic  and  shrewd  young  Governor  doing  away 
with  clifficultica  and  making  plans  for  the  e:ttenBion  of  a 
suaoo^sful  trade  in  the  future-  It  vrae  not  aurpriEin^  that  tbo 
Oouneil  invested  Govei-nor  Simpson  with  power  to  act  duiing 
the  adjoummonb. 

Bomotimes  at  Moogc  Faotory,  now  at  York,  then  at  Norway 
House,  and  again  at  Red  River,  the  onorfjotio  Governor  paid 
his  viaibs-  He  was  natad  for  the  imperious  and  tmpetuoua 
haste  with  which  he  drove  his  voyageum  through  the  loneTy 
wildfl.  For  yem's  a  story  was  prevalent  in  the  Red  Rivec 
country  that  a  stalwart  French  voyagaur,  who  was  a  favourite 
with  the  Governor,  was  once,  in  crosaing  tlie  Lake  of  the 
WoodSf  so  irritated  by  the  Governor's  umeosonable  urging,  tbab 
be  seized  itis  kormijntor,  xvbo    was    buiall  iji   slatar^i  by  the 
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fihouldei-fl,  and  dipped  h^m  tnto  the  lake,  giving  ren^  to  bta 
Foelingfi  in  an  em[ibB.tic  French  o&lb. 

The  Govomor  knew  how  bo  alb^ich  his  people  to  himselE^  aud 
he  gathered  urcnnd  him  in  tho  course  of  hie  ooroer  of  forty 
3-eflj^  &  large  number  of  men  most  devoted  to  the  intei'GBtS  of 
the  Company.  His  visits  to  Fort  Garry  on  the  Bed  Kiver  were 
always  notable.  He  wbh  approa<ohiLble  to  the  humblest,  and 
listened  to  many  a  complnint  and  grievanco  with  apparent 
syinpatby  and  great  patieuoe.  He  had  many  of  the  arts  ol  the 
courtier  Belong  with  hia  indomitable  will. 

At  another  of  hia  gatherings  at  Norway  House  nitb  the 
traders  in  1633  wc  have  records  of  the  ^^reatest  intereat.  The 
canoe  bitd  been  the  favomitQ  craft  of  the  Nor'-Westers,  but  be 
now  introduced  boats  a,nd  effected  a  saving  of  one-iliii"d  in 
wag^r  &cd  he  bitufielf  superintended  the  sending  of  &n  expedi- 
tion of  four  boats  ^th  twenty  men  by  way  of  Nelaoii  River 
from  York  Factory  to  far  distant  Athabasca.  He  was  quick 
to  see  thoee  who  were  the  most  profitable  as  w^orkmen 
for  the  Company^  On  one  occasion  he  gives  his  estimate  as 
foUowH:  '' Canadians  (i,e,,  French  Canodiaos)  prefureblc  lo 
Orkneymen,  Orkneymen  tesa  expensive,  but  elow.  Lest 
physical  streEgth  and  spiriU.  Obstinate  if  brought  youug 
into  the  service.  Sootch  and  Irish,  when  numerous,  quarrel- 
some,  independent,  and  mutinous," 

At  this  time  it  was  determined  to  give  up  the  praetice  of 
bestowing  presents  upon  the  Indians,  It  was  ftjund  bettor  to 
pay  them  bberally  for  their  pelts,  making  them  some  ndvaneea 
for  cbtbing. 

The  minutes  state  at  this  lime  that  there  wfts  little  progress 
in  the  moral  and  rcLgious  instruction  oF  the  Indiana.  The 
eiccessiva  urc  of  spirits,  which  stilt  continued,  \V9A  dow  cheeked  I 
the  quan^ty  given  in  1323  and  1823  was  reduced  ooe  half  and 
the  strength  of  the  spirits  lowered,  MiBsionariea  oould  not 
be  employed  with  aucoess,  on  account  of  the  smoll  number  of 
Indians  at  any  one  potnt.  The  only  hope  SBBUi'ird  to  l»e  to  have 
schools  at  Red  River  and  to  remove  the  children  from  their 
parents  to  these.  Many  diflfioolliea,  arising  from  the  objeotions 
of  the  parents,  were,  however,  sure  lo  come  in  the  way. 

Xvidenccfl  were  not  wanting  of  chief  factory  being  sooiewbitt 
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fklienated  horn  the  Qovftrnor*  but  bhoae  cUssatbGed  wei-e 
promptly  mvibed  to  the  Goutioil  ^ad  their  coolncsa  removed. 
In  <](UTying  out  dlsoipline  among  tbe  men  Eome  diifioulty  waa 
experienced,  as  the  long  confliats  betweeu  the  CompEiniea 
hjwl  greutly  demorftliaed  the  employfia.  Out  plan  suggeated 
was  that  offduders  sliould  h^  fiied  and  the  fines  veet&d  in  ik 
oharitabla  fund.  Tl  Wfts  fonnd  that  thia  would  only  do  for 
Europeana.  "  A  blow  was  better  for  a  Cupadian/'  and 
though  this  ^ae  highly  reprobated*  ib  w&s  justified  by 
experience. 

At  &  meeting  &t  York  Factory  infliructions  wem  given  to 
Chief  Factor  Stuart  on  Lake  Supmior  to  completa  and  launch 
a  new  vessel  much  larger  than  the  Disc^>vst-y,  then  ftdoat. 
C*ptai:i  Buyfiold.  B.N„  the  Britiah  officer  Burroytng  the  lakes, 
wintered  at  thia  time  wiih  hia  crew  at  Fort  WiUiam.  and  the 
wffl'k  of  suiTeyiug  tbe  lakes  promised  to  take  him  three 
anmrnem^ 

The  following  ealry,  Septemliei-  5lti,  1823,  3hcl^V9  the  con- 
sidente  way  in  which  the  Governor  sought  the  advice  of  his 
Council: — "Governor  Simpaon  requested  perniiaBJon  to  visit 
Bngland.  I!  granted,  will  hold  himself  ready  lo  return  to 
Oftuoda  in  1325  and  proceed  hy  e:cpreas  oiLUoe  Ln  time  to  muke 
arrangomentB  for  the  seaHon/'  At  tbc  same  dale,  1823,  a  step 
in  advance  was  taVen  in  having  a  peruianent  and  representative 
ooimcil  to  reguUbe  the  afi'B.it-B  of  Red  Hiver  Scttlementn  The 
entry  roftds,  "  Captnin  Rohart  Parker  Pelly,  Governoi'  oC 
Assiniboia,  Bav.  Mr,  West,  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Logan  added 
to  the  coLiuciK  Jacob  Conigal,  chief  trader,  appointed  sht>n0, 
vice  Andrew  Stewart,  doceiuod-  Rev.  Mr,  Jonee  appointed 
ehaplain  at  a  fiatory  of  LOQ^  during  ab^noe  of  Air.  West-  He 
will  officiate  at  Red  River." 

There  liea  before  the  writer  a  work  entitled  "  Peace  River; 
iL  Canoe  Voyage  Iroiu  the  Hudson  Bay  to  Ibo  Pacific,"  It 
wftB  written  by  Archihald  Mticdomild  and  annotated  between 
Jorty  and  fifty  years  after  by  Malcolm  McLeod  of  Ottawa.  It 
gives  a  graphic  iwjcount  of  the  state  maintained  by  Governor 
SimpsoQ  atid  hi&  method  of  appef^Ung  to  the  imjxgination  of  tbe 
ladiiine  and  Company  aervanlfl  aiike.  The  journey  waa  mode 
from    ocean    to    ocean,    the    point    of    depstrture    being   York 
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>ry,  on  HudsoQ  Bay^  and  the  destmation  Fori  Vanaouver, 
en  the  Columbia  Hivern  !□  addition  to  Macdonaldr  Governor 
SmipAon  took  with  hiin  Dr.  Haml^it  as  medical  adTieer,  and 
jn  b^o  light  cauoes,  provided  with  nine  men  eaoh>  the  paity 
nve&t  with  extraordinary  apcod  aloDg  the  waterways  whioh 
hftd  ^ready  beeD  the  scene?  oi  many  it  pictureer^ne  itnd  eveci 
sanguinary  spectacle. 

Fourteen  chief  o£Boer& — factois  and  tradei^b-— and  afi  many 
iBOr©  clerbB  were  aummonod  on  July  12lh,  1828,  to  give  %  aund- 
ofT  to  the  important  party.  As  the  pageunt  paased  np  Hayes 
Biver,  loud  ohaera  were  given  and  a  salute  of  aeveo  guns  by 
ihe  garrison.  The  Toyageura  then  atr\iok  up  one  of  the 
famous  chansons  by  whiob  tbey  beguiled  the  lonely  water- 
ways, and  with  their  dashing  pitddJes,  hastened  away  to  the 
interior-        ' 

So  v^W  provided  an  expedition,  with  ite  tonlB  for  oamptng, 
suitable  utenaiU  for  the  oamp  fire^  arms  to  meet  any  danger, 
provisions  including  wine  for  the  gentlemen,  aud  spirits  for 
the  voyagQure,  was  not  long  in  ascending  the  wabercouraea  U> 
Norway  House,  where  the  outlet  of  Lake  Winnipeg  waa 
reached. 

The  arrival  at  Norway  House  waa  signalized  by  tnuoh 
pomp.  The  rosideiits  of  tbe  for^  were  on  the  qui  vive  For  tha 
important  visitor.  Th^^Vnion  Jack,  with  ita  mo^o  letters 
"H,  B,  C./'  floated  from  the  tail  flagstaff  of  Norway  pine» 
erected  on  Signal  Hilh  Indians  from  their  neighbouring 
haunts  were  present  in  laige  numherH,  iujd  the  lordly  Bed  men, 
at  their  best  when  *'en  FAtc,"  were  accompanied  hy  heviee  of 
their  dusky  matea.  who  looked  with  admii-ing  gaze  on  the 
"  Kitche  Okema  ' '  who  was  arriving. 

The  parly  had  prepared  for  the  oooaslon.  They  had,  before 
reaching  the  fort,  landed  and  pnt  themaelvea  in  proper  trim 
and  paid  as  much  attention  to  their  toilets  as  ciroumstancea 
would  permit.  Fully  ready,  they  resumed  their  journey,  and 
with  daehing  paddlea  speeded  through  tbe  deep  rocky  gorge, 
quickly  turned  the  point,  and  from  the  gaudily  painl&d  can06 
of  the  Governor  wJlb  high  prow,  wheit;  aat  the  French  Canadian 
guide,  who  for  the  time  commaDded.  there  pealed  forth  the 
atTLUns  of  the  hagpipea,  while  from  lie  second  canoe  was  heard 
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the  aound  of  the  chief  (actor's  bugle,  Aa  the  c&aoes  came 
near  the  sbore,  the  soft  atid  lively  aoties  fell  on  ibe  e^  of 
"  Lft  Cloire  Fontaine  "  from  the  lively  voyagBurs.  Altogether, 
it  was  Ev  sceao  ver)'  ioaproesive  to  the  quiet  remdents  of  tbo 
poaC, 

The  time  of  the  Governor  was  very  fiilly  occupied  a.t  eacL 
etoppiDg-pluse-  A  personal  exnmination  and  inspection  of 
eaftb  poet,  of  ita  offioere  and  omployi^,  hnildiogs,  bcoka,  trade, 
and  prospects  w/ls  ccfi.de  with  "  greateat  thfiroTighness, "  Fond 
aa  the  Governor  woe  of  pomp,  when  tbe  pthgeant  wi^  paa&ed, 
then  be  was  a  man  of  iron  will  and  keenest  obaervsLbioU'  HiA 
oorreapondenoe  at  each  restitig^ptaoe  was  great,  and  he  waft 
said  Lo  be  able  to  do  the  work  of  three  men.  though  twelve 
years  after  the  date  of  the  present  jonmey  be  became  afTected 
with  partial  btindnese. 

Fori  Chipewytn  had  always  maintained  it*  pte-srainetice  ae 
an  important  depAl  of  Ihe  fur  trade,  Tha  travelling [emperar  of 
ibe  fur  tradera  was  captured  by  ite  pictixreHque  position  as 
well  as  by  its  historia  tnemoriea,  Hera  he  foimd  William 
McGillivray,  with  whose  name  the  fur  traders  conjured,  and 
under  invitation  from  the  Governor  the  former  Nor'-Wealer 
and  hia  family  joined  the  parby  in  crosBing  the  Bockies.  The 
waving  of  3ags,  firing  of  guue,  sbouting  of  the  Indians  and 
employes,  and  the  sound  of  singing  and  bagpipe  made  the 
arrival  and  departure  as  notable  as  it  had  hun[i  at  Norway 
House. 

A  UUla  more  than  a  month  aftor  ihey  had  left  York  Factory 
the  indomitable  travellers  entered  Peace  River,  in  order  to 
orosB  the  Rocky  MoLinbaine,  Fort  Vermilion,  Fort  Dimvegan, 
St,  John,  all  had  bhcir  ohjccta  of  interoBt  for  the  partv,  but  one 
of  the  chief  was  that  it  was  a  scarce  year,  and  at  Diingevan,  ae 
well  aa  at  Fort  MoLeod  across  the  mountains,  there  was  not 
enough  of  food  at  band  to  supply  the  visitors.  Cases  of 
dispute  wore  settled  by  the  Governor,  who  presided  with  the 
air  of  a  cbief  justice.  Caution  and  advice  were  given  in  the 
most  impressive  fashion,  after  the  m^nnar  of  a  Father  ccn- 
fcssoT,  to  the  Indians,  f&ulb  being  found  with  their  revelries 
iind  the  scenes  of  violence  which  naturally  followed  from  these. 

From  McLeod  to  Fort  St,  Jamas  tbe  journey  was  made  by 
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tnnd,  Tliue  bbe  crest  dF  tbe  Rocky^  MouDthins  was  oroaBei], 
the  voyogeuira  packing  on  their  ehouiders  the  inipedimoDtEk,  and 
horses  beiiif^  proTidod  for  tbo  ^ontlemDn  of  lb«  parly.  TbU 
WAB  tbe  difficult  portage  wbicb  so  ofben  tried  tbe  trH.3ers, 
Fort  8b.  James,  i(  will  be  remembBred,  w&b  at  Lake  Sbuarbr 
where  Fraaer  atorbed  on  hia  notable  joarody  dowu  the  Frasor 
RiTor.  It  was  the  chief  placo  cmd  emporium  of  New  Caledonia. 
The  entry  is  thus  described :  *'  Unfurling  the  British  ensign,  \% 
was  given  to  the  guide,  who  marched  &-aD-  After  him  came 
the  band<  conaiatJng  of  buglora  and  bagpipora.  Nest  oivaic  the 
Goven^or,  mounted,  and  behind  him  Hamlyn  and  Macdonald 
also  on  horses.  Twenty  man  loaded  like  beantn  ci  burden, 
formed  tbe  line;  after  them  a  loaded  horse;  and  &^ally, 
McGilUvTixy  with  his  wife  and  family  brought  up  the  rear." 

Thus  arranged,  the  itnpoaiag  body  was  put  in  motion. 
Passing  over  a  gentle  elevation,  they  came  in  full  viow  of  the 
fort,  when  the  bugle  sounded,  a  gun  was  fired,  and  the  bag- 
pipes struck  up  the  famous  march  of  tha  clans,  "  Si  coma  leum 
codAgh  QEL  Bha  "  ("  If  you  will  il,  war  "),  Trader  Douglas,  whft 
was  in  charge  of  tbe  fort,  replied  with  nmall  ordnance  and  guna, 
after  which  he  advanced  and  recoired  the  diataoguiabed  yi&itora 
in  front  of  the  fort. 

Passing  on.  by  September  94th  the  party  cwne  to  Fort 
Alexandria,  four  days  down  bbe  Fraser,  and  reached  Kainloopa, 
tbe  junction  of  the  North  and  South  Thotnpson.  At  every 
point  of  importance,  the  Governor  took  occasion  to  asaemhle 
tbe  natives  and  employea,  and  gave  them  good  advice, 
"  exbortiug  tbeiu  to  honesty,  frugality,  temperance,"  finifibtng 
his  prelection^  with  a  gift  of  tobacco  or  some  commodity 
appreciated  by  tbem^  Bunning  rapids,  exposed  to  eontinual 
danger,  but  fortuuat©  iji  tbeu'  many  escapes,  they  rmicbed  Fort 
Laagleyj  near  the  mouth  of  the  Fi-aser  River,  two  days  [ess 
than  thiec  months  from  the  time  of  their  starting  from  Vork 
Factory.  From  tbia  point,  Governor  Simpson  made  his  way 
to  Fort  Vancouver  on  the  Columbia,  then  the  chief  post  on  the 
Paci&G  Coaal,  and  iu  tbe  followiug  year  returned  over  the 
mountains,  aati&fied  that  he  bad  gained  muob  knowJedge  and 
that  be  had  impressed  himself  on  trader,  &ngag^,  sod  Indian 
ohief  alike. 
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With  inarvellous  energy,  the  Governor- in -Otief,  as  he  wa« 
called)  covered  tbe  vast  territory  oommitted  to  liia  CBje. 
Eotabliahments  ld  unneooseory  and  unri-munerativo  plaecs 
were  ont  down  or  closed.  Governor  Simpson,  wbila  in  some 
respeola  foDd  of  the  ''  show  and  drcumataincQ  "  wLicb  an  old 
and  honourable  Goanpany  oould  afford,  waa  neverthelesa  a  keen 
businose  njun*  and  never  forgot  tbal  he  v^as  tho  head  ol  u 
Compuny  wboae  object  was  trade.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  persona!  element  eotered  largely  into  liis  adminiatration. 
He  hcbd  hie  favourites  among  the  traders,  h&  wae  not  above 
petty  revenges  upon  tbo^e  who  thwarted  bis  plans,  and  Me 
deciBiens  were  sometimes  harsh  and  t^'rannical,  bill  hia  lorg 
experience,  ej^tending  over  forty  year^,  was  marked  on  the 
irholo  by  moat  successful  adniiiUBtratiou  and  hy  a  restoration 
of  the  prestige  of  the  Company,  bo  nearly  destroyed  at  the 
time  of  ihA  onion. 

In  the  yen^r  lhi39.  when  the  Colonial  Office  was  engaged  in 
settling  up  tbe  Canadian  rebellion  which  a  blundering  coloiual 
eystem  had  brought  upon  both  Lower  and  Upper  Caaada,  the 
Britiali  Government  nought  to  strengthen  itself  among  those 
who  had  loyally  stood  by  British  influeace.  Governor  Simpson 
and  the  whole  staff  of  the  Hudaon's  Bay  Company  had  been 
intenaaly  loyal,  and  it  was  most  natural  and  right  that  the 
young  Queen  Victoria,  who  had  Ulely  assurued  the  reins  of 
power,  ^iLouId  dlGpense  such  jl  favour  as  ihal  of  knighthood  on 
tlie  doughty  leader  of  the  fur  traders.  Sir  Qeorge  Bimpoou 
worthily  bore  the  honours  bestowed  upon  him  by  bis  Sovereign, 
and  in  1841  undertook  a  voyage  round  the  world,  crossing,  as 
be  did  ho,  Rupert's  Land  and  the  territorJES  In  bis  rapid  march, 
Two  portly  volumes  containing  an  itinerary  of  the  voyage, 
6llmg  nine  hundred  pages,  appeared  aome  live  years  after  this 
journey  wa^  completed.  This  work  i^  given  in  tbe  first  peraot] 
KB  a  recital  by  the  Governor  of  what  he  saw  and  passed  tbrougfa^ 
Inlei'nal  evidence,  however,  as  well  as  local  tradition  on  the 
Hiid  Kiver  ahow  another  hand  to  have  been  ooneeroed  in 
giving  it  a  literary  form.  Tt  is  reported  that  the  moulding 
o^ent  in  ebyle  and  arrangement  was  Judge  Thorn,  the 
industrious  and  strong-mioded  recorder  of  the  Bed  Bivei- 
Beltlement. 
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Tbe  work  is  dedicated  Id  bho  dirootore  of  the  HiidsoD'a  Bay 
Company.  These  were  nine  in  number,  and  theii'  names  are 
nearly  all  well  knnwrj  in  connection  with  the  trude  of  thia 
Ijflriod.  Sir  John  Henry  Pelly^  long  famous  for  hia  le&deralup, 
Aodiew  Colrille,  Deputy -Governor,  who,  by  family  cotmootion 
with  Lord  Selkirk,  long  bold  nu  iiaportacl  place,  Bk?njatuin 
HarrifiOD*  John  HaJkett,  another  kinsman  of  Lord  SeHiirfe,  H. 
H.  Berens,  A.  Chapman,  M.F.,  Edward  ElHce.  M.P.,  a  chief 
jbgent  in  tbo  Uuioa  and    a   moat  famous  triider,  the   EbH  of 

sUdrk,  the  son  of  the  founder,  and  R.  Weynton,  The 
tnmeFi  of  almost  all  these  tradem  will  be  found  com- 
mewotated  in  forts  and  trading- post  a  thiougbout  Rupert's 
Land. 

Leaving  Lobdoii,  March  3rd,  1341,  the  Governor  called  at 
Halifax,  hut  disembarked  at  Boston,  want  hy  lii.ni]  bo  Montreal, 
and  navigation  being  open  on  May  iih  en  the  Bt.  Lawrence, 
bo  and  his  party  started  and  GOon  reached  Ste.  Anne,  oa 
Moutl'eal  Island,  The  evidence  of  the  humour  of  Sir  George's 
editor,  who  knew  Montreal  well,  is  seen  in  bJb  referring  to 
Moore's  "  Canadian  Boat  Song,"  in  saying,  ■' At  Ste.  Anne's 
Rapid,  on  the  Ottawa,  wo  neither  sang  our  evening  hymn 
nor  bribed  the  Lady  Patroness  with  shirts,  caps,  Ac,,  for  a 
propitious  journey  ;  but  proceeded/'  Following  the  old  canoe 
route,  Georgian  Bay  and  Lake  Supeiior  wei'e  soon  passed  over, 
though  on  the  Utter  lake  the  expedition  was  delayed  about  a 
week  by  the  ice,  and  h«re  too  Sir  George  met  the  rs^  news  of 
the  unfortunate  death  of  his  kinsman*  Tbouias  Simpson,  of 
whom  we  »ball  speak  more  fully  in  eonDeetion  with  Arotio 
exploration.  Taking  the  route  from  Fort  William  by 
Kaministiqnift,  the  travellerfl  hastened  over  the  course  by  way 
of  Eainy  Lake  and  Bivor  and  Lake  of  the  Woods.  In  referring 
to  Bainy  Biver  the  somewhat  inflated  style  of  the  editor  makes 
Sir  George  speak  wilbouC  the  oautiou  which  every  for  trader 
was  directed  to  cultivate  in  revealing  Lbe  resources  of  the  fur 
country.  A  decaiJe  afterwards  Mr,  Roebuck,  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  "  hackled  "  Sir  George  over 
ihis  fulsome  pueaage.  The  passage  ift :  "  Prom  the  very  brink 
of  the  river  (Rainy  Eiver)  there  rises  a  gentle  filopc  of  giwm- 
food,  crowned  in  many  plaoea  with  a  pleotifal  growth  of  birob. 
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popUr*  beecb,  elm,  aiid  oak.  Is  iti  too  much  for  tho  eye  of 
pbUa&thropy  to  diftcei-D,  through  the  vista  of  futurity,  tbia 
n^ble  stre&m,  connecting,  its  it  does,  the  fertile  fibores  of  two 
spiLcioaa  lakes.  niLb  crowded  HlieajDboals  on  its  bosom  Aud 
populous  towua  OQ  its  border's?  " 

FoUowiug  the  ueiml  roato  by  Bivor  WinTiipeg,  Lake 
Winnipeg,  and  Red  River,  Fort  Gftiry  wna  30on  reaebed,  and 
here  the  Governor  ftomenhat  changed  hi&  ^jlans.  He  detfirmined 
lo  croBs  bba  pr&irice  by  light  conveyanoee,  and  accordingly  on 
July  Ztd,.  at  five  in  ibe  rooming  with  hie  fellow -travellers,  with 
only  six  men,  threo  hor^eB,  and  one  light  ciirt,  the  Emperor  of 
the  Plains  Isft  Fort  Garry  under  u.  scbLubd  and  with  tite  shout- 
ing ot  ihc  ftpcctatora,  eis  ho  started  on  hia  journey  to  skirt  tlie 
winding  Aesiniboioe  River. 

A  thousand  milea  over  the  prairie  in  July  \%  one  of  the  rooBl 
cheery  and  JelightBome  journeys  that  can  be  roade.  The 
pr&irie  floivurs  ahoimd,  their  colovre  have  not  yet  tcken  on  the 
full  blai^e  of  yellow  to  be  eecu  a  month  later,  and  the  moaquitOM 
have  largely  passed  away  on  the  pndries.  The  weather, 
though  BomewhaD  waim,  ia  very  rarely  oppresBive  on  the 
plains,  where  a  brecfe  may  alwaya  be  felt.  This  long  journey 
th«  party  made  with  most  i-eckleaa  speed — doing  it  in  thi'Cc 
we^kfi,  and  arriving  at  Edmonton  Houfle  to  he  received  by  the 
finug  of  gucE  aud  the  presence  of  uine  native  chiefs  of  the 
BLaokEoct,  Piegans,  barcecs,  and  Bloods,  dressed  in  their 
grandest  clothes  and  dcccrated  with  scaEp  looke^  "  They 
implored  me,"  aaya  the  Governor,  *' to  grunt  their  horaeg 
might  alwny^  be  awift,  th&t  the  buffalo  migLt  xjisiautly  abound, 
and  that  their  wives  might  hvc  long  and  look  young," 

Four  days  aufticed  at  Edmonton  on  the  North  Saakatohew&Ei 
bo  provide  the  travelleTH  with  forty-five  fresh  horseB.  They 
Bjieedily  passed  up  the  Saskatchewan  River,  meeting  bands  of 
hoelite  Saroee&j  using  supplios  of  pemmicauj  and  soon  cab&lung 
their  (irat  view  of  the  whjte  peaks  of  the  Bocky  Mountains. 
Dt;ep  ninekegs  and  den^e  junglea  were  often  encoonterod,  but 
all  were  overcome  by  the  akill  and  energy  of  the  expert  fur 
trader  RowanJ,  their  guide.  Through  clouds  cf  mosquitoes 
they  advanced  imtif  the  sublime  mountain  sconery  was  beheld 
whenever  it  was  not  obscured  with  the  smoke  arising  (rom  the 
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fires  through  thi^  region,  which  wn.B  suffering  Ftoth  a  very^  cli'y 
seasoa.  At  leogth  Port  Colville,  on  the  Co^urahJa  River,  was 
gained  nfter  nearly  one  tbousand  miles  from  Bdmooton  ;  a-nd 
this  journey,  much  of  itmountiftim  tr&veJhng,  ha^da^raged  (orty 
miles  a  diiy  The  party  from  Fort  Garry  hsid  heen  travelling 
consbaQtly  fur  bIi  weeks  und  live  days,  and  they  had  averaged 
eleven  and  ib  half  hours  a  da,y  in  the  siiddle.  The  weather  hat! 
beeu  obarmiug,  with  j^  steady  Gloudleca  eky,  the  windB  were 
light t  the  nights  cool,  and  the  only  thing  to  he  lamented  wa<4 
the  fippearwice  of  the  whole  party,  who,  with  tattered  garmenta 
and  ci-ownlca3  hats,  entered  the  fort. 

Embarking  below  the  Cbaudi^re  Fdla  of  the  Columbia,  the 
fompiny  took  boats,  worked  by  six  oars  each,  and  the  water 
being  high  they  were  able  to  make  one  hundred,  and  cren 
more  miles  a  day,  in  duo  course  reaching  Fort  Vaooouver, 

At  Port  Vancouver  Governor  fiimpaon  met  Trader  Dougla^^ 
— aftorward  Bir  James  Douglas.  He  accompanied  the  party. 
which  now  took  horaea  and  crossed  country  by  a  foui'  days' 
journey  to  Fort  Nisqualiy-  Here  on  the  shore  of  Puget  Sound 
lay  the  ship  Beai'^er,  and  embarking  on  hor  the  party  went  on 
their  joumey  to  Sitka,  the  chief  plaice  in  Alaska,  whence  the 
Governor  eKchanged  dignified  courteaies  with  the  Susgian 
Governor  Ethohn,  and  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  his  **  pretty 
and  l&dy-like  "  wife.  In  additiionj  Governor  Bimp«an  eixamined 
into  the  Company's  operations  (the  Hudaon's  Bay  Compaay 
had  obtained  excluaivo  licence  of  thi9  sleepy  Alaska  for  twenty 
years  longer),  and  found  the  trade  to  be  10,000  fur  seals,  1000 

flea  otters,   12.000   heivver,   2500  land   ottsra,  foxes  and 

maitins,  20*000  sea-horse  teeth. 

The  return  journey  was  mndo*  the  SeG^^tr  oalling,  as  she 
came  down  the  coast,  at  Forts  Stikine,  Simpeon,  and 
MoI^Qghlin.  In  doe  course  Fort  Vaucouvflr  was  reached 
£ig&iu,  Sii'  George's  journey  to  San  Francisco,  thence  bo 
Sandwich  Isiande,  again  direct  to  Alaska,  and  then  westward 
to  Siberia,  and  over  the  long  journey  through  Siberia  on  to  St. 
Petersburg,  we  have  no  special  need  to  describe  in  connection 
with  our  subject.  The  great  traveller  roaohed  Britain,  having 
journeyed  rouud  the  globe  in  the  manner  wo  hitve  seeUf  iu 
luiieleen  mcntba  and  twenty-six  days. 
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Enough  has  been  shown  of  Sir  George's  career,  hia  admi- 
nistration,  method  of  travel,  and  maaagement,  to  bring  before 
ua  the  ah&r&oter  of  the  m&n.  At  times  he  was  accompanied  on 
his  voyages  to  more  accessible  points  by  Lady  Simpsoa,  and 
her  name  is  seen  in  the  post  of  Fort  Frances  on  Bainy  River 
and  in  Lake  Frances  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Liard  Biver, 
discovered  and  named  by  Chief  Factor  Robert  Campbell.  Sir 
George  lived  at  Laohiue,  near  Montreal^  where  bo  many  retired 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  men  have  spent  the  sunset  of  their 
days.  He  took  an  interest  in  business  projects  in  Montreal, 
held  stock  at  one  time  In  the  Allan  Line  of  steamships,  and 
was  regarded  as  a  leader  in  business  and  affairs  in  Montreal, 
He  passed  away  in  1860.  Sir  £.  W.  Watkin,  in  his  work, 
"  Becolieotions  of  Canada  and  the  States,"  gives  a  letter  from 
Governor  Dallas,  who  succeeded  Sir  George,  in  which  refe- 
rence is  made  to  "the  late  Sir  George  Simpson,  who  for  a 
number  of  years  past  lived  at  his  ease  at  Lachine,  and  attended 
more  apparently  to  his  own  a£fairs  than  to  those  df  the 
Company."  Whether  this  la  a  true  statiement,  or  simply  the 
biassed  view  of  Dallas^  who  was  rather  rash  and  inconsiderate, 
it  is  hard  for  us  to  decide- 

Govemor  Simpson  lifted  the  fur  trade  out  of  the  depth  into 
which  it  had  fallen,  bavmoaised  the  hostile  elements  of  the  two 
Companies,  reduced  order  out  of  chaos  in  the  interior,  helped,  as 
we  shalj  see,  various  expeditions  for  the  exploration  of  Rupert's 
Land,  and  though,  as  tradition  goes  and  as  his  journey  arouDd 
the  world  shows,  he  never  escaped  from  the  witchery  of  a 
pretty  face,  yet  the  business  ooncems  of  the  Company  were 
certainly  such  as  to  gain  the  approbation  of  the  linancial 
worldi 
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Loii«Jy  trading  poata— Skilful  lettar  writera — Qaeer  old  Pi»t«t  Fidler 
— Pamaiis  libruy — A  rodarlcablo  will'  -A  fitublxini  Hi(:;h!andor^ 
Life  ut  Rod  RiTur — B&dlj-trtnted  PangmBu — Fouuding  trading 
houBoa — BtAting  uj>  r*pniitj*— Pritflt  Provuichar — A  (ut-ttading 
mimic^Liftt  far  north — "  Kiil«d  with  a  cod  of  iron" — -Seeking  h 
fiir  country — Life  m  the  cwnoe — A  tniatwl  trader— Show voa  o( 
letten — A  find  in  Edinburch^FKitlifnl  correipondentB — The 
Biahop'a  ouk  nf  wioe — Rerl  River,  a  '*  land  of  Cbjuwltj" — 
Gi^vemor  tSimpaori'.q  lett^rrt — This  gigantic  ArchdL'AGort  writcH' — 
"  MucArgmve^a  ''  promotion— Kid d^  iJieveright-^Tradc^rB  aiid 
thair  bookH. 

It  was  an  empire  that  Governor  SimpsoD  eatablishetl  iu  tbe 
ftolitudee  of  Rupert's  Land-  Tbe  chaos  wJjidi  had  i-eaulted 
Irotu  the  disafitrouH  couflict  of  the  Companies  Mas  by  tibia 
Napoleon  of  the  fur  trade  reduced  bo  order.  Men  who  had 
beL>n  in  ums  against  one  another  —  Maedonell  agalnet 
Maodonoll,  MoLecd  again«t  McLeod  —  learned  to  work 
to|,%tber  rind  gabtiered  around  tde  same  Oounuil  Doard>  The 
trade  WAS  put  upon  a  pa>'ing  baaia,  tbe  Indiana  were  en- 
eouraged,  and  under  &  peaceful  rule  the  better  life  of  tho 
fenders  begun  to  grow  up. 

Ill  Ifi  true  tbifl  Bcciol  life  wae  in  many  Respects  unique.  The 
bttdinff  po«ta  were  oFtert  hundreds  of  milea  apart*  being 
sonttered  over  tbe  area  from  Labrador  to  New  Caledonia, 
Still,  during  the  summer,  bri^^es  of  tj-aders  cs.rried  eoiHEnoni- 
GBtione  from  post  lo  post,  itnd  once  or  bnice  in  winter  tbe 
ewi  ft- speeding  dngtnuns  hastened  For  bundreda  of  miles  witb 
letiort  and  diapatcheB  over  tbe  icy  wastea.  There  grew 
up  dnrirR  the  well-nigh  forty  yoam  of  George  Simpson's 
l.'oi'emor&bip  &  oomradeahip  o(  a  i^ery  strong  and  ItiQuenlial 
kind. 
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LeaOiiig  posts  like  York  Factory  on  HudBon  Day,  Fort  Griiry 
in  the  Bed  River  seitleoieob,  ForC  Simpfton  on  the  MackcTizie 
fiivoi'i  OkHd  Fort  Victoria,  on  the  Pciolfic  Coast,  wi^re  cot  only 
buginesB  centres,  but  kept  alive  Et  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
seTiliinent  wlilcb  thosf!  ^ho  have  not  met  it  can  hardly  under- 
stand. Letters  were  writiten  according  \o  the  good  old  atyld. 
Not  mere  telegraphic  eurDmariea  and  bueiaoEa  orders  as  at  Iho 
present  day,  but  real  news-kttei's — ^neceeaary  ftnd  all  the  more 
vdujilfle  because  thece  were  no  newnpapera  iu  the  land.  The 
hiatoriaa  of  to-day  finds  himself  led  bsvck  to  a  very  remarkable 
ftnd  inteieeting  sociiU  life  as  he  reads  th«  collection  of  traders' 
letters  and  hears  tbe  tales  of  retired  footors  and  cfficet^- 
Specimena  and  condsosed  atatemcnta  from  these  materids 
may  help  ua  to  picture  the  life  of  the  period. 

QUBEB   OLD    PBTBB    PIDLEA. 

Traditions  have  come  down  from  this  period  of  men  who 
^vare  for  from  being  commonpUce  in  tlieir  livna  and  habits. 
Among  Lha  most  peculiar  and  interesting  of  tliesa  was  an 
English  trader,  Peter  Fidler,  who  for  forty  years  played  his 
part  among  the  trying  events  prcccdio^  Governor  Simpaon'a 
time,  and  olofied  hig  career  in  the  yeoi*  after  the  union  of  the 
Companies.  The  fjimint  old  trader.  Peter  Fidler,  is  oaid  to 
have  belonged  to  the  town  of  Balrsuver,  ia  the  County  of  Derbyt 
Enifland,  and  wae  bom  August  iGth^  1769-  From  bia  own 
statement  we  know  that  he  kept  a  diary  iix  the  service  of  khe 
Company  begioning  in  1791,  from  whicti  it  is  inferred  t^ac 
he  oi-rived  in  Rupert's  Land  about  that  time  and  was  then 
engaged  in  the  fur  trodo.  Eight  years  afterwards  he  was  at 
Gi-een  Lake,  in  the  Saekatchewan  district,  and  aliout;  the 
sanie  time  in  Isle  A.  la  Crosse.  In  this  region  he  came  into 
active  oompotitflon  with  the  Noi-th-Weat  Company  traders, 
and  became  a  moat  etientjous  upholder  of  the  claims  of  the 
Hudaon's  Bay  Company. 

ProLQoied  on  account  of  his  adnnoisirative  ability,  he  is 
found  in  the  early  years  of  the  new  century  at  CumberlaEid 
House,  the  oldest  post  oE  the  Corapany  in  (be  interior.  His 
length  of  service  at  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  Setkftk 
oolony  being  above  twenty  years,  he  was  entrusted  with  the 
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conduct  of  one  of  the  pitrtiee  of  aetU&rs  From  Hudson  Buy  lo 
^^^  River, 

In  hiB  wiU,  D.  copy  of  which  liea  before  the  writer,  it  la  ratide 
4]utl>e  evident  th&l  FJdkr  wim  a  man  of  education,  and  He  left  bis 
collection  of  five  hundred  bookn  va  bo  the  Tiucleus  of  a  libtury 
which  wae  nfterwtLrdg  abBOrbod  into  the  Bed  Biver  libraiy,  itnd 
of  which  volumes  rtte  to  be  eeeti  in  Winnipeg  to  this  day. 

But  Fidler  was  very  much  more  than  &  mere  fur  Irader. 
He  is  called  in  hia  will  *' Surveyor "  and  trader  foe  the 
Honourable  HudeoD'a  Bay  Company.  He  was  atated  to  have 
made  the  boundary  survey  cf  thp  district  of  Asttiniboiii,  die 
IJmita  of  wbieh  have  been  ftlremly  reftsrred  U>  in  the  chapter  on 
Lord  Selkirk.  He  also  surveyed  the  lota  for  the  Selkirk 
aettkre,  in  what  was  at  that  time  the  parish  of  Kildonan,  The 
plan  of  the  Selkirk  eelttouient  made  by  him  mny  be  found  in 
Amoa'a  Trials  and  iu  the  Blue  Book  of  Idld.  aud  this  proved 
to  be  of  great  value  in  tbe  ti^ublesoine  lawsuits  arising  out 
of  tbe  dieputee  between  the  fur  companies-  The  plan  itfiell 
states  that  the  lota  were  eatabUshed  in  1814 ;  and  we  find 
tbeiri  to  be  thirty-aix  in  number. 

About  the  same  time  Fidler  was  placed  in  charge  of  tbe 
Red  River  dietricl,  and  it  te  said  that  the  traders  and  clerks 
found  him  Boraewhot  arbitrary  and  headstrong.  As  the 
troubles  were  noiuing  ou,  and  Governor  Semple  had  taken 
command  of  the  Bed  River  Conapany's  fort  and  colony,  Fidler 
was  placed  in  charge  of  Brandon  House,  then  a  considerable 
Hjidaon's  Bay  Company  Fort.  He  gives  an  account  of  the 
hoatilitiea  between  the  Companies  there  and  of  the  eeizure  of 
arms.  He  continues  actively  ou^ik^cd  in  the  Company's  servicer 
and  from  his  vpill  being  made  at  Norway  Houee,  tbie  would 
fleem  to  have  been  his  bead(]nar(ers,  although  in  the  ofTicial 
statement  of  the  administration  of  his  effects  he  is  slated  to 
be  "  late  of  York  Factor)'." 

Mr.  Justice  Archer  Martin  in  hia  useful  book,  "Hudson'R 
Bay  Compaay's  Land  Tenure,"  gives  us  an  ititcTi? filing  letter 
of  Alexander  McLewi  to  Peter  Pidlcr.  dated  1821.  This  is  the 
time  of  the  Union  of  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the 
Koilh-Weat  Company,  In  the  letter  mention  is  made  of  tbe 
departure  for  New  York  of  (Mr.  Nicholas)  Garry,  a  gentleman 


i 


^OMPANV 


of  the  honooraUe  committee,  and  of  Mr.  Simon  McGilliTrny, 
one  of  tho  North- West  Company.  Wo  have  spoken  elaewbere 
of  Mr.  Garry's  visit,  and  r  few  years  aflenirard  Fart  Garry 
wa.!}  nfuneil  aiber  tbis  officer. 

The  chief  interest  to  ua,  however,  oentres  in  Fidler'a 
GoceDtrio  will.     Wo  givo  a  aynopsie  of  it : — 

(1)  He  requests  that  he  may  he  buried  at  tbe  ooloay  of  R«d 
River  should  he  die  in  that  vicinity. 

(3)  He  directs  that  hifljoarnalfl,  covering  twenty -five  or  thirty 
years,  alflo  four  or  five  vellum  bound  booke,  being  a  fair  copy 
of  ths  rnrrativei  of  his  joumeya,  ns  well  aa  ttftlronomioBl  and 
metaarologtcal  und  tbennometrical  observations,  alao  hii» 
manusoiipt  mfips,  bo  given  to  the  oommittee  of  the  Hononrablo 
Hudson's  Bay  Company, 

(3)  Tlie  books  already  mentioned  malting  np  his  library, 
his  printed  maps,  two  aeta  of  twelve  inch  globes,  a  large 
aohromatio  tokscopo,  Wllson'a  mleroscope,  and  a  broea  sextant, 
a  barometer,  ancl  all  his  thermometers  were  lo  bo  taken  by  the 
Govemoi-  of  the  Red  River  colony  and  kept  In  GovemmeTit 
hands  fbr  the  general  good  of  the  Selkirk  colonists, 

(4)  Coitle,  STrine,  and  poultry,  which  he  bad  purchased  for 
one  hundred  pounds  From  John  Wills  of  the  North-Weat 
Company,  the  builder  of  Port  Gibraltar,  were  to  be  left  for 
the  Bole  uae  of  the  colony,  and  if  any  of  his  childien  were  to 
aek  for  a  p&ir  of  the  aforeaaid  animola  or  fowls  their  request 
was  to  be  granted. 

(5)  To  bis  Indian  wife,  Mary  Fidler,  he  bequeathed  fifteei> 
pounds  a  year  Tor  life  to  be  paid  to  her  in  goods  from  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  store,  to  be  charged  a^inat  bis 
interoBt  account  in  tho  hands  of  the  Company. 

(6)  The  will  re<juired  further  that  of  all  the  rest  of  the  money 
belonging  to  him,  in  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
Ot  tho  Bank  o£  England^  aa  woll  aa  the  legacy  left  bim  by  his 
Uncle  Jasper  FidJer  and  other  mcWioys  due  him,  the  interest  be 
divided  ninong  lija  i^hjldren  accnrding  to  tlieti.'  utjf^Js. 

(7)  After  the  interest  of  Pidler'e  money  had  been  divided 
amoiif;  his  children  till  the  youngest  child  Fotcr  should  oome 
of  age,  tbe  testator  makes  the  following  remarkable  disposal  of 
tlio  residue  :  "  All  my  money  in  tbe  funda  and  other  personal 
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^rtiperty  after  bhe  youngest  obiU  has  ntEdned  tw^T^ty-ane 
yearB  of  Urge,  bo  ba  pl&uail  in  the  public  fuads,  and  the  Interests 
onnuoUy  due  to  bo  added  to  the  oapiUt  a.Dd  continue  eo  until 
August  16th,  1969  (I  being  born  on  that  day  two  hundred 
yeara  before),  when  the  whole  amount  of  the  principal  and 
interest  ao  accoruuiated  1  wilt'  and  desire  to  be  then  plftoed  at 
the  diepoaal  of  the  noxt  mdo  child  heir  in  diroob  doaccnb  from 
my  son  Peter  Fidler'^  or  to  tho  nest-of-kia.  Ho  leares  hia 
"Copyhold  land  and  new  house  Bituated  in  the  toi^n  of 
Bol&over,  in  the  county  of  Derby/'  after  the  death  oE  Mary 
FidLor,  tbe  mother  of  tbc  iestabor,  to  bo  given  to  hia  youngest 
Bon,  Peter  Rdler. 

This  witt  was  daied  on  August  16lh,  1831.  and  Fidler  died 
in  &he  Following  year.  The  esecukpre  nominated  were  ths 
Governor  of  the  Hudaon'a  Bay  Company,  the  Governor  of  the 
Selkirk  seitlemenb.  and  the  seoretary  of  tbe  Hudson's  Bay 
Company, 

Some  time  after  the  death  oE  tbis  peculiar  man,  John  Henry 
Pelly,  Governor  in- Chief  o£  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
Donald  MoEenzie,  Govei'nor  of  the  Selhirk  sattlemoi>t,  and 
Wilham  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compuny, 
renounced  the  probate  and  executioii  of  the  WJIT,  and  in 
October,  1837,  "  Thomas  Fidler,"  his  natural  and  lawful  &on, 
was  appointed  by  the  court  to  adminigter  the  will, 

A  considerable  amount  of  interest  in  thia  will  baa  been 
sbowD  by  tbe  deBcendanCs  of  Peter  Fidler,  a  number  of  whom 
BtUl  hve  in  the  province  of  Manitoba,  on  tbe  banks  of  (he  Bed 
and  AHainiboine  Hiv^ra.  Lawyers  have  from  lime  to  time 
been  appointed  to  seek  out  the  residue,  which,  under  the  will, 
ought  to  be  in  process  of  accumulation  till  1969,  but  no  trace 
of  it  oan  be  found  in  Hudson's  Bay  Company  or  Bank  of 
England  accounts,  though  diligent  search  has  been  made. 


John  McLeod  boa  already  figiu'od  in  our  story.  Coming 
out  with  Lord  Selkirk's  first  party  from  iha  Island  of  Lewis, 
oa  one  of  the  "twelve  or  thirteen  young  gentleman  clerks,'* 
he,  as  we  have  ^ecn,  gaye  a  good  account  of  iucnaetf  in  tbc 
"  imcmnent    and    deadly    hruaob/'    when    he    defended    the 
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Hndaon's  Bay  CoDjpaoy  encampinotit  ah  the  Forts  agwnst  iLo 
fierce  Nor'-Westera.  Hia  journal  iiccoucb  of  Ihat  struggle  we 
found  to  be  well  told,  even  exciting.  It  further  gives  & 
piobure  of  the  far  trader's  lifa,  as  saen  with  British  eyas, 
and  by  one  of  Hudnoii's  Bay  Company  sympathies. 

Ho  met  ab  the  Forks,  immediatoly  oo  his  arrival,  tlvree 
obieEs  of  the  Nor'-Westers.  One  of  thoae  was  John  Wilts, 
who.  as  an  old  X  Y  trader,  had  joined  the  Nor'-Weaters  and 
sbotblj  after  buJlb  Fort  Gibraltar.  A  second  of  the  trio  na5 
Benjamin  fVobiaber,  of  the  oelebrrited  Monti-eal  firm  of  thbt 
narne^  who  perished  rniflerubly,  and  the  last  -was  Alexander 
Macdonell,  who  was  commonly  known  aa  "  Yellow  Head," 
and  afterward  became  the  "  Oraagbopper  Goverror." 

MoLeod  vividly  deaaribcs  the  scene  (>n  bis  arrival,  wh^n  tho 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  as  I'Spreaented  by  tradei'  William 
Hillier.  formally  tr an sfeiTEicl  to  Miles  MaudoWl,  I»rrl  Belkirk'fi 
agent,  the  gr&nt  of  lapd  and  the  prii'ilegea  pertaining  thereto. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  i\x  the  preadbce  of  the  aebtlera 
and  other  spec  ta  tors.  Me  Lend  quaintly  relatda  that  the 
th|-ee  bourgeois  inentioued  were  present,  on  hi«  iiTvit^tion,  but 
Wilis  would  Dot  allow  his  mea  to  witness  the  triuiflaotioa, 
which  conaisted  of  I'Sading  ovet"  the  concession  and  handing 
it  to  MacdonsIL  Hugh  Henney,  the  local  ofiicar  in  charge 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ti^aira,  then  read  over  the 
oonccesion  in  French  for  the  benefit  of  the  voyogeurs  and  froe 
traders. 

McLeod  relates  a  mraadventure  of  irascible  Peter  Fidler  in 
dealing  with  a  trader,  FangmaEt,  who  afterward  figured  ia  Ited 
River  affairs.  After  Henney  had  taken  part  in  the  Formal 
cession,  he  departed,  leaving  MeLeod  and  Pangman  in  charge 
oF  the  Hudson's  Buy  Company  interests  at  bbe  Forks. 
McLeod  states  thihC  prior  to  tbis  tkae  (1BJ3},  the  Hudaou'a 
Bay  Company  "  had  mo  houac  at  this  place"  thus  disposiog  of 
a  looal  tradition  that  there  waa  a  Hudson  Bay  trading  post 
at  the  ForkB  before  Lord  Selkirk's  time.  McLeod,  however, 
proceeded  immediately  to  build  "a  good  snug  house."  ITbifl 
was  ready  before  the  return  of  the  fall  craft  (tradc)i  and  it  wna 
Ibis  house  that  McLaod  ao  valiantly  defended  m  the  following 
lar. 
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Puring  tha  fiummer  MtsLeod  found  PaDgman  very  useful  \s\ 
Enoeting  the  opposiiioc  of  tbe  Nortb-West  Company  iradarfl. 
Peter  Pangman  was  a  Qenuwi  who  had  come  froai  the  Uidfced 
3labe9i  and  was  hcnoc  called  "  BostonnaU  pQngnian,"  ihc  title 
Bostonnaia  being  used  m  the  fur-tioding  country  for  ui 
American,  Fidler,  who  had  charge  of  the  dintiict  fctr  the 
Sudaou'fi  Bay  Company,  refused  bo  give  the  Esqiiipmenl 
promiBod  by  Hcrmey  to  Peingmaa-  McL«od  speaks  of  the 
fiuprema  blunder  of  thus  loaiug,  foi-  clie  sake  of  a  few  pounds, 
the  Bervice  of  so  capable  a  man  as  Fangman.  Pangmati  left 
the  Hodaon 'a  Day  Company  service »  joined  tbe  Noi'-Weatefs, 
and  was  evt^r  after  ono  of  the  most  bittt^t  opponents  of  tbe 
older  Company.  After  mftoy  A  hostile  blow  dealt  to  hia 
opponents,  PaiigmuTi  retb-ed  bo  Canada,  where  he  bought  tbe 
Seigniory  of  Laobenaie,  and  bla  son  was  an  m^uenti^d  pulilio 
man  in  Lower  Canada,  Hon.  John  Pangmau. 

Events  of  interest  rapidly  followed  one  another  at  the  tuns 
of  the  troubles,  After  the  fierce  onset  lit  the  Forks  had  been 
met  by  McLcod.  be  was  honoured  by  being  aont  <500  miles 
aoutb- westward  by  his  Benior  officer,  CotJn  J:iobcrtson,  with 
horses,  cttTtB,  and  goods,  to  trade  with  the  Indians  on  tha 
plains^  This  daring  journey  be  accomplished  wElb  oniy  tbrea 
men — "  an  Orkaeymau  and  two  Iriahmen."  In  early  winter 
he  had  relumed  to  Pembina,  where  he  was  to  moot  the  newly- 
appointed  Governor,  Robert  Semjile-  McLeod  slatea  that 
Semple  was  jiHp|)oiuted  under  btie  resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Direotors  in  London  on  May  19th.  1811,  first  Governor  of 
Assiniboia.  From  this  we  are  led  to  think  that  Milea 
Mftedonell  was  Lord  Selkirk's  agent  only,  and  wae  Governor 
by  courtesy. 

The  unsettled  state  of  the  ooimtry  along  tUo  boundary  line 
is  shown  in  a  frightful  massacre  spoken  of  by  UcLeod.  On  a 
journey  down  the  Red  River,  McLeod  had  spent  a  night  near 
Christmas  time  in  a  camp  of  the  Saulteaux  Indians.  He  had 
taken  part  in  their  festivities  and  passed  (be  night  in  their 
tents.  He  w^s  horrified  Co  hear  a  few  days  after  at  Pembinti 
Ihst  a  band  of  Sioux  bad,  ou  the  night  of  the  feast,  fallen 
upon  the  eamp  of  Saalbeaux,  wbicL  was  compoaed  of  Uurty-BJi 
wuriors,  and  that  all  but  (broe  of  those  waking  up  Ibe  c^mp 
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had  been  brutally  killed  in  a  night  flrltaok^  On  hie  rebum  to 
his  pofit  McLeod  pftsaed  the  scene  of  the  terrible  m&sfia^s, 
and  ha  says  he  suw  *'  bho  thirty -three  slain  bodies  acalpedr  tbe 
knives  und  aiTowa  and  Fill  that  had  touched  their  fie^h  heirg 
leil  Lhem." 

MoLeod  was  noted  for  bis  energy  in  buildiog  posts.  He 
erected  an  QBtablishment  on  Txirtlo  Sivor  ;  and  in  the  year 
after  built  a  trading  house  beyond  Lake  Wiaoipeg,  at  the 
pliice  where  Oitford  Houae  afterward  fltood. 

McLeod,  being  poeecasod  of  couiage  and  energy,  woe  eenl 
west  to  Sftflkiitohewan,  whoro,  having  -wintered  in  the  district 
with  imderp  Bird  and  Pniden,  and  faced  many  dangera  and 
hard&hipb.  he  retamed  to  Bed  River  Etnd  v^aa  amon^  those 
arrested  by  the  Nor'-Wostera.  He  Tvas  aent  to  Montrea]. 
where,  after  Boma  delay,  the  charge  against  hiio  nae 
aumnmrily  dismiHsed,  He  was,  while  there,  sujnmoned  as  a 
witnesis  ici  the  case  against  EelnhorL  in  Quebec. 

In  Montreal  MaLeod  waa  rejoiced  to  meet  Lady  Selkirk,  the 
wife  of  his  patron^  Ircm  whom  he  received  tckens  of  oon£denoe 
and  respect ^ 

The  trader  had  a  baud  id  the  important  movement  by  which 
Lord  Selkirk  provided  for  his  French  and  German  dependents 
on  the  Red  Blver,  who  belonged  to  the  Ronian  Catholic  faith, 
the  ordinances  of  feligion.  As  we  shall  eep,  Lord  Selkirk 
secured,  according  to  bia  pi'omise,  the  two  prieate  Prcvencher 
and  Dumoulinr  and  with  them  sent  out  a  con^derabla  number 
of  French  Canadiana  to  Bed  River, 

MoLeofVs  account  of  his  part  in  the  matter  is  a«  follows: — 
'*  On  my  way  between  Monti-eal  and  Quebec,  I  took  oocasion, 
with  the  help  of  the  good  Roman  Catholic  priests  Dumoulinof 
Three  Rivers,  and  Pfovencher  of  Montreal,  to  boat  up  reoroitg 
for  ibe  HudsoTi's  Bay  Company  service  and  the  colony  among 
tbe  French  Canadians.  Od  the  openbg  of  navigation  about 
May  1st,  I  stoi'ted,  in  chorgo  with  a  bngade  of  seven  large 
caaoes.  and  with  about  forty  CanodJane,  some  with  their  families 
headed  by  my  two  good  friends  the  priests — the  first  mission- 
ariea  io  tbe  north  since  the  time  of  the  French  before  the 
ooTiqucst.  Without  any  loss  or  difGeulty,  \  conducted  the 
whole  through  to  Norway  House,  whence  in  due  course  they 
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were  taken  m  boats  ^dU  scLooDer  to  Bed  lUTer^  At  thie  pliuio 
we  bad  [V  Dftvy  on  tbc  lahof  but  lately  under  the  oomnuLQd  of 
Lieutenant  Holt,  one  of  the  victims  of  1616.  Holt  had  been  of 
the  Swodinb  navy/' 

At  Noo\a,y  Houae  UcLeod's  well-known  ability  and  ti-ast- 
worlhineae  lad  to  his  appoiatment  to  the  far  West,  "  and  from 
Ihift  tiTne  forth  hla  fieSd  was  northward  to  tbe  Arolio/*  He  bud 
the  diKtinguisLeil  bonour  of  esbablitihing  a  permanent  Ulgbwiiy. 
by  a  line  of  suitable  forts  and  trade  eBtabliahmenta  to  tba  Peace 
Biver  region.  WhiJo  in  charge  of  hie  post  be  bn^d  tbe  pleasure 
of  entei-tSiining  Franltliii  (the  noble  Sir  John)  on  bis  first 
Arctic  liind  ejLpedition^  and  aflicrwards  at  Noi'way  House  saw 
tbe  aama  diatin^uished  travoLler  on  bis  aeoond  journey  to  tlto 
interior  of  the  North  land- 
After  the  union  of  tho  Companies,  McLeod,  now  raiaed  to  tbo 
position  of  Chief  Trader,  waii  the  first  officer  of  the  old  Hudaori'a 
Bay  Company  to  be  sent  across  tbe  Becky  Mguntains  to  take 
charge  of  tbe  dietriet  in  New  Caledonia.  Among  the  reelleda 
and  vindictive  natives  of  that  rogion  he  continued  for  many 
years  with  a  good  measure  of  success,  and  ended  up  a  career  of 
thirty-serea  ye&ra  as  a  auccessful  trader  and  thorough  defender 
ol  the  name  arrd  fame  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  CampiLQV,  by 
retiring  to  spend  Ibe  remaLnder  of  his  dayti,  aa  so  many  of  thd 
ti^adere  did,  upon  the  Ottawa  River^ 

WILLABD    FEimmAMD    WElfTZELS   DiSLlEES   AlID    TBE   IffiW 

Wenlzel  was  a  Norwegian  who  bad  entered  tbe  Korth-West 
Company  in  lTt>9,  and  spent  moel  of  hie  time  in  the  Athabasca 
Maekouzie  River  dietricts,  whei'e  he  pa^ed  tbe  bard  life  of 
winterer"  in  the  northern  deparlinent.  Hy  was  intelligent, 
bub  a  mimio — and  tbia  troublesome  oleTernoas  prevented  his 
promotion  in  tbe  Company.  He  co-operated  with  Franklin  tbo 
explorer  in  bis  jourDeylO  the  Arctic  Ocean.  Wentzel  wa«  % 
nnuBician — according  to  Franklin  "  an  excellent  musician." 
This  talent  of  bia  brightened  tbe  long  and  dreary  houra  of  Ufa 
and  contributed  to  keep  all  cheerful  around  him.  A  coUectioa 
of  the  voyageur  sooga  made  by  him  is  m  eitstencej  buf  thoy 
are  aomewhai  groee>     Weutsel  married  a  Montagn^s  Indian 
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woman,  by  wh&m  he  bad  two  ohildroo.  One  of  them  lived 
on  lh(j  Bed  Biver  and  built  the  St,  Norberi  Koroar  Catholic 
Church  ia  1855.  Prom  Wentzers  letXera  we  quote  extrwU 
ehowing  the  state  of  feeling  at  tbe  tima  of  the  unioT)  of  the  fur 
compncios  in  1831  and  for  a  few  years  afterwarda. 

March  26f/i,  1831. — '*  In  Athftbaaca,  affaira  seem  to  revive  ; 
the  natives  are  heginniiig  [o  be  subjeoi^d  by  tbe  rivabhip  in 
trade  that  has  been  cairied  on  bo  long,  and  are  heartily  deairout 
of  seeing  tbemselvea  onoo  more  in  peacoable  timee,  which 
makes  the  proverb  true  that  says,  '  Too  much  oF  a  good  tiling 
is  good  for  Clothing-'  Bo*idefl,  the  Hudson's  Buy  Company 
have  apparently  realised  the  extravagance  of  their  moaaureft ; 
laet  autumn  they  eame  into  tha  department  'wicb  fifteen  onnoea 
only,  containing  each  aboxit  fifleoo  pieces.  Mr,  Simpson 
(nltarward  Sir  Qeorge),  a  gentleman  from  England  last  spni^, 
Bupar intends  tbair  buBinest.  Hia  being  a  atrangerj  and 
TOpntadly  a  gentlemanly  man,  will  not  create  muoh  alunn^  nor 
do  I  presume  bim  formidable  aa  an  Indian  trader.  Indeed, 
Mr.  Leith,  who  manages  tbe  oouoems  of  the  Nortb-Weet 
Company  in  Athabasca,  has  been  so  liberally  supplied  vntb 
men  and  j^oodfi  that  it  wilt  be  ulmost  wonderful  if  the  opposi- 
tion  can  rfiake  gooil  a  subsistence  during  tbe  winter.  Fort 
Chipewyan  alone  bitfl  an  equipment  of  no  less  thm  seventy 
ineUn  enough  to  cruab  their  livals."  (Editor's  note. — Another 
year  saw  Simpson  Governor  of  the  United  Company.) 

Aj^rit  iOlJi,  1823. — "  Necessity  rather  than  persuasion,  bow- 
ever,  iunuencsd  nje  to  I'emiJn ;  my  moniiE  for  futuie  support 
are  too  slender  for  me  to  give  np  my  employment,  but  tbe  late 
revolution  in  tho  EkBairB  of  tha  oountry  (the  QoaUlion  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  with  the  North-'Wegt  Company  in 
IS^L)  now  obligee  tnv  to  ]en.ve  it  tbe  en^uiDg  year,  ae  the 
advantages  and  prospects  ni'o  too  discouraging  to  hold  furtb  a 
probability  of  ulesiing  one  penny  for  future  support,  SalnrieB 
do  nob  exceed  one  huudrBd  pounds  sterling,  out  of  which  clerks 
must  purclmse  evpiy  neceHsity,  even  tobacco^  and  the  prices 
of  goods  ftt  the  Bay  are  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  or 
three  hundred  per  oert.  on  prime  cost,  tborefotc  I  shall  take 
this  opportUTuty  of  humbly  T-eqiiestiT^g  yonr  advice  bow  to 
settle  my  little  earnings,  wblcb  do  not  much  exceed  Jive 
hundred  pouadfi,  to  the  hc^t  advanba^/' 
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Match  \&i,  1821-— ''Bespecting  Iho  ooncoms  of  tho  North- 
West  (eouQtry),  Utl!e  ooeuvs  that  can  bo  interesting  lo  Caniida^ 
Furs  Jiiiive  lost  a  ^reub  dcibl  of  their  former  value  id  Europe.  liJid 
many  of  the  chief  factors  aud  traclers  wouH  wiUiDg]y  corapound 
for  their  BharoB  ^vitb  tho  Company  for  one  thousaad  five 
hundred  pound*?,  m  order  to  retire  from  n  country  which  has 
Ijecome  di^gu^ting  and  irksome  lo  aU  oksses^  Stilln  the  retuniB 
are  not  alto^other  unprofitable  \  but  debtSt  disappointmentA, 
and  ftge  seem  to  oppress  everyone  alike.  Enjoj'^s'  prices  are 
now  reduced  lo  twenty-five  pouDda  ikfjnually  to  a  baute  (fcre- 
mao),  and  tweuty  pounds  to  middlemen,  without  equipment  or 
any  perquisites  whatever.  In  fact)  no  class  onjoya  Che  gratuity 
of  an  equipment  BeeideB,  the  committee  at  home  insist  upon 
lieing  p!L[d  for  familiaa  raEtding  in  pORts  and  belongmg  to 
partnera,  clerks,  or  men,  Drt  the  rate  of  two  eliilUngi  For  every 
woman  and  ohild  over  fourteen  years  of  age,  one  ahilling  for 
every  cbiJd  under  that  age.  This  ia  compFaitied  of  aa  a 
grievanoB  by  all  parties,  and  must  eventually  Ijecome  very  hard 
OQ  fiome  wbo  have  large  families  to  support.  In  short,  tbe 
North-West  is  now  boginmng  to  bo  ruled  with  n,  rod  of 
iron."  ^Evidently  Wentzel  la  nob  e.n  admirer  of  the  aew 
ri^me.) 

FINCAV'S   BRARCH   FOR   PUB. 

The  name  of  Finlay  waa  a  famous  one  among  the  traders. 

Ae  we  have  seen,  James  Pinky  wae  ono  of  the  6rst  to  leave 
Montreal,  and  penetrate  among  the  tribes  of  Indiana,  in  seareh 
of  fur,  to  the  far  distant  Saskntehewnn.  His  «^on  James  was  a 
trader,  and  aoryuditi  bhefinnofGi'egoiy,  MoLeod&Co.  As  was 
aob  unoommou,  thcac  traders  had  children  by  tbe  Indian 
women,  having  a  "  country  marnage,"  as  it  waa  oalled-  Afl 
the  resuU  of  these  there  was  oonneoted  with  the  Finlay  Tauiily 
a  half-breed  named  JaceOn  or  Jaoko  Finlay,  who  took  bis  part 
in  exploration  in  the  Rooky  Mountaina  m  company  with  D^vid 
Thompson.  Besides  these,  thero  was  a  well.known  trader, 
Jolm  Fialay,  who  is  often  difhoult  lo  separate  from  the  other 
tndera  of  the  name. 

Tho  writer  has  lyin^*  before  him  a  manuscript,  novei-hithorto 
pubh^hed,  entitled  "  A  Voyage  of  Discovery  from   the   HockY 
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Mountam  Portage  in  Peaoe  Biver,  to  the  Sources  of  Finloiy's 
Branch,  and  North -We3t ward :  Summer,  1824/'  Tbia  ia 
certified  by  Chief  Factor  McDongall,  to-day  of  Prince  Albert, 
to  be  tbe  journal  of  Jobn  Finlay,  Aa  lb  illustrates  tbe  methods 
by  which  the  fur  country  was  opened,  we  give  a  few  extraota^ 

M.eiy  iSf^. — "Bainy  weather.  In  the  evening,  left  Bocky 
Momitoin  Portage  establishment.  Grossed  over  to  the  portago 
and  encamped  for  (he  night.  .  -  .  The  expedition  people  are 
as  follows :  six  effective  oanoe  men,  Joseph  Le  Guard,  Antoine 
Perreault  (bowman),  Joseph  Cunoayer,  J.  B.  Tourangeau, 
J.  U,  Bouche,  and  Louis  Olsen  (middleman),  M.  McDonald, 
Uanson,  and  myself,  besides  Le  Prise  and  wife,  in  all  ten 
persons.  Le  Prise  is  in  the  donble  capacity  of  hunter  and 
interpreter." 

Pinlay  speaks  of  *'The  existing  troubles  in  this  quarter 
caused  by  the  murderers  of  our  people  at  St^  John's,  roving 
about  free  and,  it  is  said,  menacing  alj ;  but  as  this  is  an 
exploratory  voyage,  and  the  principal  motive  to  asoertain  the 
existence  of  beaver  in  the  country  we  are  bound  for,  we  shall 
do  our  best  to  accomplieh  tbe  intentions  of  the  voyage." 

Vtih. — *^  Encamped  at  tbe  hill  at  tbe  little  lake  on  the  top 
of  the  hills  at  the  west  side  of  the  Portage.  Mr.  M.  shot  a 
large  fowl  of  the  grouse  kind,  larger  than  the  black  heath  cock 
in  Scotland-  Pound  some  dried  salmon  in  exchange  with  Mr. 
Stunt  for  pemmican — a  meal  for  bis  men,  and  this  year  he  aeems 
independent  of  the  Peace  Biver,  at  least  as  far  as  Dunvegan  ; 
they  have  nothing  in  provisions  at  the  Portage." 

Rnlay  is  very  much  in  the  habit  of  describing  the  rock 
formations  seen  on  his  voyage.  Hia  descriptions  are  not  very 
valuable,  for  he  says,  "  I  am  not  qualified  to  give  a  scientific 
description  of  the  different  species  and  genera  of  the  different 
substancea  composing  the  strata  of  the  Bocky  Mountains." 

SSn^l  Ma^. — "In  this  valley,  about  four  miles  before  us  right 
south,  Finlay's  branch  comea  in  on  the  right:  a  mile  and  a 
half  below  Finlay's  branch  made  a  portage  of  five  hundred 
paces.  At  a  rapid  here  we  found  the  Canny  cath&  (a  hiding 
place  for  valuables) ;  said  to  be  some  beaver  in  it  of  last  year's 
hunt," 

23r(?. — "Met  a  band  of  Indians,  who  told  us  they  were 
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goiiig  up  the  small  river — (evidoDtly  this  hxA  been  Tiamed  after 
the  elder  Finlfty,  ae  this  inat&nces  ita  famili&rily)— on  the  left, 
to  P&G&  the  sammer,  and  &  litlta  before  anotber  river  cu  tho 
ri^bt ;  th&t  there  were  some  beavers  in  it,  but  not  so  many  aa 
the  one  they  wei'e  to  pass  the  EUmmer  Iii." 

2i£^ — "To-^y  some  br&ckaof  the  rdndoDr,  maunttun  aheop, 
and  ^atB,  but  the  old  elQ.v6  (huater)  hoa  killed  Qothiag  but  a. 
fowl  or  beaver  now  and  then." 

I^ih. — "  I  have  never  &een  in  any  part  of  the  country  suoh 
luiurianoe  of  wood  as  hereabout,  tho  valley  to  near  the  tops  of 
the  mountObinB  oq  both  sidec  covered  ^^itb  thick,  strong,  darb> 
grecTi  branching  pinet^.  We  f^ee  a  good  many  beaver  and  some 
fowl,  game  (bustards),  and  duok,  bat  kill  few." 

Finl&y  declares  to  tho  sUvo,  tho  buutcr  of  biB  party,  bis 
intention  to  go  up  the  large  brartcb  of  the  Finlay.  *'  TbiB  is  a 
dis^appoiiitmeut  to  bim  aa  well  wa  to  tbe  peoplo,  who  have 
ijidulgtid  their  imaginstious  od  this  route  faJiing  sn  tbe  LiorJ 
Eiver,  te^miqaia  boater ^and  largo  itnimale." 

lih  Jilntf.— "T^is  (Htemoon  tve  have  seen  a  great  deal  ol 
beaver  work,  and  killed  eome  bustarrls  and  Canadian  grey 
geese ;  we  bate  seeu  no  awana,  and  the  ducks,  with  few 
exceptions,  ore  shabby. " 

Finlay  gives  a  statement  of  bis  journey  made  bo  far,  thua  :^ 


Itocky  Moaiitain  Portage  to  entnuico  of  Finlay'a 

Branch 
To  DoHrter^a  Portage 
To  Iiiuga  BraiHjh 
To  Point  Du  Mouton 
To  end  of  Portage 
To  Fiflking  Lakoe 


R  days, 
4      ,, 


S6  tUya. 


maAT  ow&s  ma  viEwa  ab  to  a  "cbjver  country/' 

'•  In  Bome  of  the  large  rivers  ooming  into  Finlay's  branch, 
vhere  soft  ground  with  wood,  eligible  for  beaver,  had  been 
AOCLUBulated,  beaver  wei-e  U>  be  found,  Otbetwise,  except 
such  places  as  bore  and  there,  the  whole  ooimtry  is  one  oon- 
tinued  mountain  valley  of  rook  and  atona,  aJid  can  by  no 
means  come  under  tbe  denomin[Ltion  of  a  beaver  counbry,  in 
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the  common  ftCGeptation  of  the  word,  oa  the  waters  of  thd 
Hndaon'a  Bay  and  Mackenzie  Biver." 

JurwlS^A. — "Very  fine  warm  weather;  hugemaSBeaof  snow 
bming  down  from  the  mountains  with  a  noise  resembling 
tbnnder.  Those  snow  tUtxmles  seem  irresistihle,  shivering  the 
trees  to  atoms,  carrying  all  clean  before  them,  forming  mina 
as  if  the  Tower  o£  Babel  or  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt  had  been 
thrown  down  from  their  foundations." 

Jut\£  2dth. — "  Made  a  good  fishery  to-day  :  7  trout,  IS  carp, 
1  small  white  fish,  lUce  those  at  MoLeod's  lake  in  WoBtem 
Caledonia- " 

Finlay  closes  his  journal  of  seventy-five  closely-writtea 
quarto  pages  at  the  lake  high  in  the  mountains,  where  he 
saw  a  river  rising.  This  lake  we  see  from  the  map  to  be  the 
souroe  of  the  Liard  Biver, 

A    TBUSTBD    TEADEB   AKD    HIH   FBIEyDS. 

Not  very  long  ago  it  was  the  good  fortune  of  the  writer  to 
be  in  Edinbrn-gh.  He  was  talking  to  his  friend,  a  well-known 
Writer  to  the  Signet.  The  conversation  turned  on  the  old  fur- 
trading  days,  and  in  a  short  time  author  and  lawyer  found 
themselves  four  stories  high,  in  a  garret,  ejEsmining  boxes, 
packages,  and  effects  of  James  Hargrave  and  his  son  Joseph, 
who  as  fur  traders,  father  and  son,  had  occupied  posts  in 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  service  extending  from  1820  to 
1892. 

Several  cases  were  filled  with  copies  of  a  book  entitled  *'Red 
Itiver,"  published  by  the  younger  Hargrave  in  1671.  Other 
boxes  enclosed  the  library  of  father  and  son.  Two  canvass 
bags  contained  many  pounds  of  new  farthings,  which,  by  some 
strange  mischance,  had  found  their  way  to  the  Hudson  Bay 
and  had  been  returned  as  useless.  Miscellaneous  articles  of 
no  value  to  the  searchers  lay  about,  bub  in  one  large  valise 
were  many  bundles  of  letters.  These  were  done  up  in  the  most 
careful  manner.  The  packages  were  carefully  tied  with  red 
tape,  and  each,  securely  sealed  with  three  black  ominous  seals, 
emphasized  the  effect  of  the  directions  written  on  them,  in 
some  cases  "  to  be  opened  onJy  by  my  son,"  in  others,  "  to  he 
opened  only  by  my  children."    After  Bome  delay  the  per- 
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misaioa  of   the   bbirit  was  obtaineclt  find   the   ptickagea   were 
opened  and  eT&minedH 

They  were  all  letters  vrritton  botween  1821  and  1869  by 
fur-trading  frieada  v%  James  Hai'gi-ave,  who  had  carefuJly 
preaeryed  them,  foldei],  docketed,  and  nrranged  them,  and 
who  had,  iq  the  last  years  of  bis  li(e  at  "  Biircside  House/'  hia 
resiJenee  at  Bro<ikville.  Canada,  kopt  the  lar^  corrosponiienoo 
aa  the  "apple  of  his  eye."  The  vast  majority  of  the  letters, 
ttucnbering  Luony  himdreds  in  all.  Lad  been  addressed  to  York 
PEMtory.  For  most  of  his  life  Hargravo  hod  been  in  charge  cf 
York  Factory,  on  Hudson  Bay.  York  Factory  was  daring  the 
greater  poj^  of  tbi«  for  trader's  life,  as  It  bad  been  for  mora 
iLaii  a  century  befme  bis  tinie>  the  port  of  entry  to  which 
Ij'oods  brought  by  ship  from  Britain  had  been  borno  to  tlio 
interior  of  Ruperts  Land,  and  aUo  the  poi-l  fi'om  which  the 
ships  bad  carried  tlieir  precious  cargoes  of  Fui^s  iio  ].he  mother 
country,  James  Uargrave  bad  thus  becume  the  tmsbed 
correspondent  of  governor  and  mcrcbant,  of  bishop  juid  clergy- 
man,  of  medical  man  and  ddncatiomat,  He  wae  emphatically 
a  middJemar,  a  sort  of  Janns,  looking  with  one  face  to  tba 
Londua  merchants  and  with  the  other  to  tie  dvrdlers  in 
Anpcrt'a  Land, 

But  Hargrave  wa*  also  a  letter- writer,  and  a  receiver  of 
many  news  letters  and  friendly  letters,  a  man  who  enjoyed 
conreraation,  and  when  this  could  not  be  had  with  his  friends 
tctc-a-tcUj  his  social  chats  were  carried  on  by  means  of  letters, 
many  months  and  even  years  apart.  By  degrees  he  rose  in 
IJie  Rervioe.  From  tiie  first  a  fnerkd  of  the  emperor-governor, 
be  has  the  good  wishes  of  bis  friends  eitpresaed  for  Uis  6rsb 
rise  to  tho  pest  of  chief  tradei',  whioh  he  gninod  in  1833, 
Kad  by-and-bye  came  bli  nent  well-deaervad  pi'oinotiou  to  be 
□hiof  factor  in  1B44. 

Along  with  all  these  letters  wsa  a  book  haDdsomely  bound 
for  koopin^  acconnte  and  private  memoranda.  This  book 
ahows  James  Hargrave  lo  have  been  a  most  methodical  and 
paiostakinig  mnnr  In  it  is  contained  a  h&t  of  all  tlta 
promotions  to  ollicial  positions  of  commissioned  oflicete  for 
nearly  forty  years,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  PoclGo^  Here 
also  ia   an   account  of   bi^  inveatmentB,  and   the  satlsfaetory 
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einiecM^fit  that,  during  hiB  nearly  fcuty  years  of  Borneo,  bia 
ftbares  of  tbe  profits,  iaveBtmerts,  and  re-inve^itmeots  of  what 
be  did  not  uae,  flowed  liim  to  retire  frouj  active  Bervice  with, 
AB  lh»  result  of  bia  bboui-,  about  BTOOZ. 

The  writor  has  sought  to  glea.a  Erom  the  hocidjeds  of  letters 
in  the  Edinburgh  gorret  what  ia  interesting  in  the  life  ol 
Eupert'fi  Lsjid,  bo  far  [iB  is  shown  in  the  writing  and  acting  of 
tliifl  old  fur  trader  and  hie  friends. 

Many  of  the  letters  are  from  Govarnor  Simpson.  These 
letters  of  the  Governor  are  chiefly  written  from  Red  River  or 
Norway  House — the  former  the  "  Fur  Traders"  Pajadiac,"  the 
latter  the  meetLag-pkcc  of  the  Council,  held  once  a  year  to 
decide  all  matters  of  buainessr  OccaBionally  a  letter  of  tiie 
Governor's  is  from  Bas  de  la  Riviere  (i.e.  the  mouth  of  the 
"Winnipeg  River),  tvritten  by  that  energetio  ol£cer>  aa  might  be 
aaid,  "  oa  the  wing,"  and  in  a  few  oaBes  from  Loudon,  Bngland, 
thither  frequently  Governor  Simpson  crossed  on  tba  buainese 
of  tbc  Company, 

Governor  Simpson's  remarks  as  to  society  in  Red  lUrer. 
1831,  are  koon  and-amuQing ;— "  As  yet  we  have  had  one  f^te. 
wbicb  was  honoured  by  the  presence  of  all  the  elegance  and 
dignity  of  tie  place  rrom  his  Keverenoe  of  iTuUopolis  (Bishop 
Provencher)  down  to  {riend  Coob>  who  (the  latter)  woa  ae 
grave  and  sober  aa  a  bishop.  >  .  >  By-the-hyc^  we  have  got  a 
very  'rum'  fallow  of  a  doctor  here  now:  the  strangest  com- 
pound  of  ftkill.  simplicity,  eclf^shness,  extravagance,  musiaal 
taste,  acid  ^a[jb  of  courtesy,  I  ever  fell  in  with.  The  people 
tfe  living  on  the  fat  of  Cbc  earth,  in  abort,  Red  River  is  w 
perfect  land  of  Canaan  as  far  ae  good  eheer  goes^  ,  .  .  Po  me 
me  the  favour  to  pick  out  a  couple  pounds  of  choice  snuff  for 
me  and  send  them  by  Mr.  Milea," 

A  short  time  after  this,  Governor  Simpeon,  writing,  says, 
speaking  of  ihe  completion  of  St.  John's  Church,  afterward 
the  Ctitbedral  Church,  and  referring  to  the  discontent  of  the 
fielkuk  settlers,  with  which  he  bad  small  symfiatby,  "We  have 
got  into  the  new  church,  which  ia  really  a  splendid  ediGoe  for 
Red  River,  and  the  people  are  leea  clamorous  about  a  Gaolio 
minister  thiin  tliey  weiy."  The  good  Governor  had  his  pleasant 
fling  at  the  claim    made  by  the   Higbianders  to  have  their 
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private  Btills  wben  lie  says,  "  And  about  whiskey  tbey  ai^y  nol 
one  word,  now  that  ruai  is  so  cheap,  luid  good  stroofi  '  Leavy 
wet'  in  generEtl  use,"  Speaking  of  one  of  the  chief  cfRoers 
who  was  off  duty,  the  Governor  aaya,  '"  Chief  Factor  GIiarlBa  ih 
like  iL  tish  out  ot  water,  having  no  muHquaah  to  couDt,  nor 
Chipcwyans  to  trEvlc  ^th  ;  he  Ig  as  briek  and  active  as  a  boy, 
and  instead  of  showing  any  diapoaition  to  retire,  wishes  to 
volnntaer  to  put  a  finiRting  hand  to  the  as  yet  fruitless  attempt 
at  diecoverin^^  the  North-Weat  passftge/' 

Governor  Simpson  knows  well  tho  art  of  flattery,  and  hia 
flkill  Lo  managiQg  his  large  force  of  Company  oficers  and  men 
18  well  seen^  He  slates  to  H&rgrave  that  he  once  prediciied  at 
the  board  that  the  traders  of  York  Factory  would  yet  have  a 
soab  nt  the  Board.  This,  he  Btabed,  gave  mortal  ofienoe  to 
Bome  members,  but  h^  was  to  bear  the  predJation  in  mind-  He 
cr»rnplimenta  him  on  flonding  the  heBt-written  letter  that  he 
bos  received  for  a  long  timei  and  we  find  that  id  the  following 
year  Hargrave  was  made  Chief  Trader,  This  was  the  occasilon 
for  numeroua  congi'atulations  from  bis  friends  Archdeacon 
Cochrane  of  Red  Kiver,  Trad&r  Sieveright,  ^nd  oLhere. 

Tha  newB  of  the  time  was  common  subject  of  discussion 
between  the  traders  in  IhoLt  Jettcra.  Governor  Simpson  gave 
an  acco^mt  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  the  eastern  stales 
and  provinces,  und  traces  in  a  very  graphic  way  its  daagei-ous 
approach  towards  Hupei-t's  Land.  Up  to  August,  1832,  fifteen 
hundred  people  had  died  in  Montreal-  The  pestiloncc  bad 
reached.  Mackinaw,  and  two  hundred  of  the  steam- boat 
passengers  were  carriad  off,  and  some  near  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
"God  grant,"  aaya  the  Govemoi,  "it  m4y  not  penetrate 
farther  into  our  wilds,  hut  the  chances  are  decidedly  against 
ua." 

That  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  officers  were  not  traders 
only  is  moide  abundantly  e^'ii^cnt.  In  one  of  his  letters, 
Governor  Simpson  states  that  their  countryman,  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  has  just  passed  away,  he  thanks  Hargrave  for  sendinf^ 
him  copies  of  Blacktf^i^atV^  Mit^asitie,  and  ordera  are  often 
given  for  fresh  and  timely  books-  A  litUe  earlier  we  God  the 
minute  interest  which  the  fur  traders  took  in  public  events  in 
«  letter  From  Chief  Pnotor  JobB  Stuart,  after  whom  Stuart's 
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Lfkke,  in  New  Calsdonia,  wm  n&moil,    He  epej^k^  to  Hargravo 

of  the  continufltioa  of  Southcy'a  "  History  of  iha  War  o£  the 
Peninsulft  "  not  being  published,  and  we  know  from  otbi?r 
BDurces  thjLt  ttiis  History  fell  KtiU-hoin,  hut  SLu&rt  goes  oa  bQ 
say  that  he  had  seat  for  Co]>  Napier's  History  Gf  the  FeaiQ- 
BoliiT  War/'  *■  Napier's  politics,"  sn,yB  Stuart,  "are  differeat, 
ftnd  we  abolI  sea  whether  il  la  the  radical  orfLktiral  (Southey  was 
poQt  laureate)  that  deuervea  the  palm."  TJiesti  examples  hut 
iUuatmte  what  all  close  observers  ttolioe,  that  the  o^oQTB  of 
tho  Hudson's  Bay  Company  not  only  read  to  purpose,  hut 
maiiitoiued  a,  ka^u  outlook  for  the  best  and  mast  fiTUBbf^d 
oonbemporary  Literature.  Tduoh  additional  evideuce  might  be 
supplied  on  this  point. 

AU  tbrouKh  GovQz-nor  Bimpson's  lottors  there  is  a  etniiii  of 
aympatby  for  tho  people  of  the  Compnuy  that  is  very  beautiful. 
Thefie  show  tbiit  instead  of  being  a  bard  and  tyraoiiicfll  man, 
the  Governor  had  a  tender  heartn  In  one  of  hia  letters  he 
expresses  sympathy  for  Trader  Heron,  whohadmtt  misfortuno. 
He  speak*  of  his  great  amiety  for  a  serious  trouble  ttitat  had 
arisen  in  Eev.  Mr.  Jon^n's  school  at  Red  River,  nnd  hoptis  that 
it  m*y  not  injure  edncatioii ;  he  Umeiita  at  considerable  length 
over  Mr.  J.  S,  McTrivishs  unfortunate  acoidont,  Havmg  hoard 
o(  Hargrave's  long  illnsas  ha  aeuda  a  lottor  of  wai^m  sycap&thy, 
a»d  tliiH  in  the  midst  of  a  llying  visit,  aiicl  in  LoiLdon  in  tbe 
following  year  pays  every  attention  by  giving  kind^  hospitable 
inTitations  to  Hargrave  to  enjoy  tbo  sooietj'  of  himsoU  and 
Lady  Sioapaon. 

The  tHoy  letters  of  Govenjor  Simpson  are  by  no  means  mora 
intercHting  than  those  of  many  others  of  Hargrave's  friends. 
Ordinary  business  letters  sometimes  ssem  to  have  a  humoi'ous 
liirn  ahouLthem  even  fifty  years  after  they  were  written.  The 
Roman  Catholic  Dit^hop  Proveucher  (Bishop  of  Juliopolis  hi 
yart;6iH  m^<li\Lm'\  affords  aa  esample  of  this.  He  writes  ia 
greab  disin-ess  to  Hargrave  as  to  the  loss  of  a  cask  of  white 
wine  i^me  barriqiie  ih  ui>i  Itanc)^  He  had  expected  it  by  tbq 
York  boats  sent  down  by  the  great  Red  River  merchant,  Andrew 
McDermott.  .  ,  ,  Tho  cask  had  not  arrived.  The  good  Bishop 
oannot  imderstcod  it,  hut  presumes,  as  it  ia  December  when 
ho  W['it<>e,  that  it  will  come  in  tbe  spring.     The  Bishop's  last 
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rem&rk  ia  open  to  a  double  meaalug*  wben  hti  Ba)'s,  *'  Lertvu  it 
OS  it  is,  for  he  will  take  it  vntbout  puUiag  it  in  barrsla." 

The  Bishop  in  a  mom  iniportimt  uiiLttieu  addresses  Goveruor 
Binipsoo,  and  the  Go veru or  forwards  his  letter  to  York  Factory. 
In  bljis  Bishop  Prorcacher  thanks  him  for  giving  a  To/a^ge  id 
tho  oitnoos,  from  Ked  Biver  to  Mookeal,  to  Priest  Haq^cr,  itrtd 
for  bringing  up  Sub-Deneon  Poiri'^  a  *'  young  man  of  talent." 
Ha  also  gives  hearty  thanks  for  a  passagi?^  griLntsd  b^  the 
GoTernor  on  tbe  fur  traders'  route  Eiom  the  3b.  Lawrence,  to 
two  atouo  masooB,  "I  oommonoo,"  he  aaid,  *' to  dig  the 
foondalion  of  my  cburch  to-morrow."  He  asks  for  e^  passage 
down  and  up  for  members  of  bis  eoclesiaeticB,]  ataff.  He  wants 
from  York  Factory  forty  or  fifty  hoes  for  Mr,  Beloour  to  use  in 
teachini^  the  Indians  to  oultivato  potatoes  and  ladion  comi  lind 
be  naively  remarks,  "  while  thus  engaged,  he  will  at  the  same 
time  uuhivate  their  spirits  and  their  hearts  by  tbe  preachiLig 
of  the  Word  of  God/'  The  eye  for  business  is  seen  in  the 
Bishop's  final  remark  that  he  thiiLkfl  '^  that  the  hoes  from  the 
Bay  wiU  cost  much  lees  than  tboee  made  by  the  smicha  at  Bed 
Biver." 

Archdeocou  Coohfune,  a  man  of  ^gantia  form  and  of 
amaising /)L>n'{OTm«,  who  has  bean  called  the  "founder  of  the 
Churah  of  England  on  Bed  Eivor/'  writes  Beveral  interesting 
[tilters.  Beginning  with  hnsineaB  be  dniti*  into  a  Iri6n<^ly  talk. 
One  of  hifl  letters  deals  witb  the  supplies  for  ihe  school  lie  bad 
opened  (1831)  at  St.  Andiow's,  Bod  Bister,  another  aings  the 
prftises  of  his  new  church  at  the  rapids :  "  It  is  an  elegant  little 
church,  pewed  for  three  hundred  and  foriy  people,  and  tioished 
in  the  neate&t  manner  it  oould  be  for  Red  Kivei-.  The  ceiling 
ia  an  aro  of  aa  eUipsoT  painted  light  blue.  The  moulding  aud 
pulpit  hrown  ;  tbe  jambs  and  sashes  of  the  windows  white." 

K  little  of  the  inner  working  of  the  fui'-troding  syetem  in  Che 
piedominance  of  Scottish  influence  is  ejchlbited  by  Arcbdeacou 
Coohrane  in  one  letter  to  Hargrare^  KocuiTing  to  Hai^ravc's 
promotion  to  the  chief  tradersljip,  not  yst  bestowed,  the  old 
clergyman  quaintly saySj  "Are yon  likely  to  get  a,nother  feather 
in  your  cftp?  I  begin  to  tbink  that  your  name  will  hare  to 
be  changed  into  MacArgrave.  A  'mac'  before  your  name  would 
produce  a  greater  effect  than  all  tbe  rest  of  your  merits  put 
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toftether.  Can't  you  d&inoiistrB.Ca  that  yoa  ftre  ond  of  the 
dtiBCGtiflantB  of  one  of  the  great  olana  ?  " 

Among  t\ie  correspoudeace  ia  a  aeo-t  little  iiote  tc  Horgrftve 
(1826)  from  Rev,  Dftvid  Jonea,  the  Arahdo&oon'a  predQoeaBor, 
written  at  Eod  Eiver,  aaking  his  company  to  a  family  dinner 
on  the  noxb  Monday,  i\i  2  p.D].  ;  and  a  delicatre  missive  from 
A otlng' Governor  Bulgei-  of  lied  River,  asking  Horgrave  to 
ftooepb  a  oniall  quantity  of  eniiff. 

Among  Hargi-ave'fl  correspondents  are  Buoh  notable  fnr 
traders  ob  Cuthiwrli  Gr;int,  the  le*idfir  of  the  Boie  Brfll^s,  who 
h&d  aettlt^d  down  on  White  HorBe  PlainSp  on  the  AHsiniboine 
llivor,  and  waa  the  famoii9  captain  of  the  buffalo  hunters;  and 
William  ConoUy^  the  daring  Chief  Factor  of  Now  Caledonia, 
Events,  in  Fort  Churchill,  elts  neU  desci-ihed  id  tbo  BXten^ve 
conespoadence  of  J.  G.  MoTavish.  long  etatioaod  there ;  and 
good  Governors  Finlayson  and  MoMitUa  of  Bed  River  ore  well 
represented  ;  as  well  oB  Aleiauder  Ross,  the  Lietori&n  of  the 
Red  River  affairs.  A  fuU  aooount  of  the  wanderinga  from 
York  Faotory  to  the  far  dlalant  PuciBc  slope  of  Ml.  George 
Bamston*  who  Ebftcnvarde  we^s  well  known  in  buaJneaa  circlee 
as  a  resident  of  Montreal,  eould  he  gathered,  did  time  permit, 
from  a  most  regular  uorreapondenue  with  Bargrave. 

Probably  the  mait  moab  after  the  York  Chief  Factor's  own 
heart  wae  a  good  letter  writer,  John  Bieverif^ht.  who  early 
became  Chief  Trader  and  afterwards  Chief  Factor  in  LS46- 
^ieveright  had  become  acquainted  with  Ha^rave  at  Sault  Ste. 
Made,  Afterwards  be  was  removed  to  Fort  Couloi^ge  on  the 
Upper  Ottawa,  biit  he  etill  kept  up  bia  intorcat  ia  Hargrtive 
and  the  aSnlrs  of  Buport's  Ijand-  Sieveright  has  a  play  of 
humour  and  pleasant  banter  that  was  very  agreeable  to 
Hargrave^  He  rallies  him  about  an  old  acquaintance,  the 
handsome  daughter  of  Fur  Tradtr  Johnston,  of  Sault  Kte. 
Marie,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  married  an  Indiun  princess- 
He  has  a  great  faculty  of  using  what  other  correspond  en  tfi 
write  to  him,  in  making  up  very  readable  and  well  written 
letlera  to  hia  friends. 

For  many  years  Sievoright  Wfla  al  Fort  Coulonge.  and  thiie 
was  in  touch  wiih  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  houae  ja 
Lachine,  the  centre  of  the  fur  trade  ou  tbJe  oontbcnt.     Every 
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year  be  paid  a  visit  to  headquarters,  and  bad  an  advaDbage 
over  the  distant  traders  on  the  Saskatohewan,  Mackenziet  and 
Nelson  Biven.  He^  howeTer^  seemed  always  to  envy  them 
their  lot.  Writing  of  Fort  Ooolonge,  he  gives  us  a  picture  of 
the  fur  trader's  life  :  "  This  place  has  the  advantage  of  being 
BO  near  the  civilized  world  as  to  allow  us  to  hear  now  and 
then  what  is  going  on  in  it ;  bat  no  society  or  amusement  to 
help  pass  the  time  away.  In  consequence  I  cannot  help 
reading  a  great  deal  too  much — injurious  at  any  time  of  life — 
particularly  so  when  on  the  wrong  side  of  fifty.  I  have  been 
lately  reading  John  Gait's  'Soutbeman,'  not  much  to  be 
admired.  His  characters  are  mostly  all  caricatures.  If  place 
will  be  allowed  in  paper  trunk,  I  shall  put  that  work  and 
'  Laurie  Todd '  in  for  your  acceptance."^ 


CHAPTER  XXXI, 

THB    VOTAGEURB    ¥&0U    UOKTBBAL. 

Lftchme,  the  fur  trftdera'  Mecca — The  departiure — Tho  flowing  bowl — 
Tb6  c&Doe  brigade— The  vojageura^  Bong — "  En  reuWt  ma 
boule  "— VilU^B  of  St.  Anne  a— Lweud  of  the  Church— Tbe 
aaitor's  guardtaD — Ori^  of  '^Canadian  Boat  Sodz" — A  loud 
mvocation— "  A  U  Olaire  Fontaine" — *' 3ir>g,  nightm^le "— At 
the  rapida — The  ominouA  croHsSfl — "  LaiQeot  of  CacOeux  " — A 
lonely  maidexi  site — The  Wendigo — Home  of  the  ErmAtiiigers — 
A  very  old  canal — The  nigged  cooat — Fort  William  reached — A 
famous  gathering — The  joyous  returiL 

UoNTBBAL,  to-day  the  chief  city  of  Caooda,  waSj  after  tbe 
unioD  of  the  Companies^  the  centre  of  the  fur  trade  in  tbe  New 
World.  The  old  Nor'-Wester  ioflueuoe  centered  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  while  the  final  court  of  appeal  met  in  London, 
tbe  forces  that  gave  energy  and  effect  to  the  decrees  of  tha 
London  Board  acted  from  Montreal.  At  Lachine,  above  the 
rapidSj  nine  miles  from  the  city,  lived  Governor  Simpson,  and 
many  retired  traders  looked  upon  Lachine  as  the  Mecca  of  tbe 
fur  trade.  Even  before  the  days  of  the  Lachine  Canal,  which 
woa  built  to  avoid  the  rapids,  it  is  said  the  pushing  traders  bad 
taken  advantage  of  the  little  River  3t.  Pierre,  which  falls  into 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  had  made  a  deep  cutting  from  it  up 
which  they  dragged  their  boats  to  Lachine-  To  the  hardy 
French  voyageurs,  accustomed  to  "  portage  "  their  cargoes  up 
steep  olifis,  it  was  no  hardship  to  use  the  improvised  canal  and 
reach  Lachine  at  the  head  of  the  rapids- 

Accordingly,  Lachine  beciimc  the  port  of  departure  for  the 
voyogeurs  on  their  long  journeys  up  the  Ottawa,  and  on  to  the 
distant  fur  country.  Heavy  canoes  carrying  four  tons  of 
merchandise  were  built  for  the  freight,  and  light  canoes,  some- 
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ti^iies  roatioed  with  tea  or  twelve  men,  took  the  offioera  at 
great  speed  along  the  route.  The  canoes  were  marveU  of 
dambility.  Mode  of  ibln  but  t-ougb  eheels  of  birch  bark, 
B«nrely  gummed  along  the  seams  with  pitch,  thoy  were  so 
strong,  and  yet  ao  Light,  that  the  Indisna  thought  them  on 
oliject  of  wondeT,  and  said  they  were  Use  gifi.  of  the 
Mjiuitioii- 

The  voyageui's  weie  a  hardy  class  of  men,  traioed  from 
boyhood  to  tho  uao  of  the  paddid,  Many  of  tbom  weru 
Iroquois  Indiana — pure  or  with  an  admixture  of  white  b3ood. 
But  the  French  Cankdiaus,  too,  hecitme  nc^teil  for  dhelr  expert 
management  of  the  oauoc,  und  wcro  favourites  of  Sir  Geoige 
Simpson.  Like  all  sailora,  the  voyageure  felt  Ihe  day  of  their 
departure  a  day  of  fate.  Very  often  they  Eought  to  drown 
thdr  Borrows  in  the  Sowing  bowl,  and  it  was  the  Lriisk  of  tlie 
commander  to  prevent  chiB  by  keeping  the  oxaot  time  of  the 
departure  a  secret,  filling  up  tho  time  of  the  voya^^urs  with 
plenty  to  do  and  leaving  on  very  abort  notices  However,  afi 
the  cargo  was  well-nigh  shipped,  wives,  daughters,  children, 
and  sweethearts  too,  of  the  departing  oano^  men  began  to 
linger  about  the  docks,  and  so  were  ready  to  bid  their  sad 
farewells. 

In  the   governor'^  or  ctuef  factor's  brigade   each   voyagsnr 

wore  ft  feather  in  his  orip,  aod  if  the  wind  permitted  it  a  British 

dOBJgn  waa  hoisted  on  eaeh  light  cauoe.     FareweJh  wore  sooD 

over.     Cheers  filled  the  air  from   those   left  behind,  aud  out 

from  Lachiiie  up  Lake  St-  Louis,  an  eular^emetit  of  the  St. 

Lawrence,  the  biigade  of  canoes  were  soon  to  shoot  ou  their 

loDg   voyage.     No  sooner  had   'Me   maftrc  "  fciund  his  cargo 

&Soat,  hU  oftii^ra  and  visitors  safely  seated,  th^n  he  gave  the 

cheery    word    to    start,    when    the    to  en    broke    out    with    a 

"ohaoson    de    voyage."     Perhaps   it   was    tho   stoj^   of   the 

*■  Three  Fairy  Dtjckfl,'*  with  its  chorus  so  lively  in  French,  but 

so  pro9aic»  even  in  the  hands  of  tht  postic  MoLennan,  when 

translated  into  English  as  the  "  BoUIng  BaU  "  : — 

"  Duni^iti  i-hbz  lumSt  il  ;  a  iin  diniiff 
(BL^hiud  the  oiauor  Jiecj  the  murui, 

Ru  rouJaut  ma  houle.     (CliurdJi.) 
Ti'OL«  beomi  cbdatiU  a'od  vQUt  bai^imiit. 
(Tlireo  diickft  bathe  iu  its  wiiitir  clvju.) 
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En  rouJatit  ma  botde. 
Bouli,  roulant^  tuu  boiile  Toolantt 
En  ruulant,  m^  h(t\\\v  roul&nti 

Eti  rouJvit  mn  boulo.** 

And  now  tbe  paddlea  fltrika  with  accufitomed  d&ah.  The 
voyn^ui's  fiife  excibert  with  lbs  prospaob  of  the  voyage,  all 
eoon&s  of  home  swim  before  bheir  eyes*  £<Dd  tbe  ohcrmter  leasts 
off  with  his  story  of  tlio  princo  (fila  du  roi)  drawiag  neur  the 
lake,  Unnd  with  hifl  magic  guD  cruelly  eigbting  ths  blaok  dnok, 
bub  kilUng  tbe  white  one.  With  fulling  voices  the  swinging 
ineci  of  the  c&noe  relate  how  from  tho  SDOW-whitc  drake  his 

"  Life  blood  fkUn  in  rubies  bngbt. 
Hia  diamond  eyes  havD  lo^  thvir  lights 
Bia  yiliinmB  ^o  floatiiie  oust  and  WDSt, 
And  form  At  Lust  a  flalflior's  bod. 

En  rouluit  ma  bnulo 
(Swoot  fofugo  for  tho  wandoror'a  hcAd)* 

En  roulatit  mft  bciulu. 
AoLiLi,  roulantf  mu  boulo  Tonloiiti 
En  rouJant  nm  boulo  luLitaDtt 

En  ruulEiiit  nta  boul&." 

A&  the  brigade  hies  on  lla  way,  to  tho  right  is  tho  purplish 
brown  water  of  the  Ottawa,  and  oq  tbe  left  the  green  tinga  of 
tbe  St.  Lavtrence.  tiJl  suddenly  turning  a^'ound  the  western 
extremity  of  the  lBla<nd  of  Montreal  the  boiling  waters  of  bhe 
moutb  oF  thi^  Ottawa  are  before  the  voyogeurs.  Sinoo  18L3 
there  has  been  ii  canal  by  wbich  the  canoas  avoid  thes«  rapids, 
hut  before  that  trinie  all  men  and  oHicera  diaetnbarked  and  bhB 
goods  were  taLken  by  portago  arouod  the  fonnung  waters. 

And  now  tbe  village  of  Sie.  Anne  a  i^  reaebed,  a  sacced  plaoe 
to  tbe  departing  voyageurH,  and  here  at  tbo  old  warehouse 
ibe  c&noea  ore  moored.  Among  the  group  of  pretty  Ganadian 
houBca  etaods  out  the  Gothic  ohurob  with  its  spire  90  dear  oa 
object  to  the  canoe  meu.  The  Buperetitious  voyageora  relate 
that  old  BriJbcBuf,  who  hod  gone  aa  prieat  with  the  early 
French  explorers,  bod  beeu  badly  injured  oq  the  portage  by  the 
fall  oi  earth  and  stonea  upon  him.  The  attendanoe  posaiUa 
for  bim  was  fimoll,  aiid  he  hacL  laid  bimsolf  down  to  die  on  the 
spot  where  stands  the  ohnroh.  He  pniyed  to  Bta,  Aone,  tbe 
sailorn'  giianjliiin,  riud  on  ber  upjieanng  to  bim  ho  promised 
to  build  &  ohurob  U  bo  survived.    Of  eoureei  say  the  Toyageur^i 
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^ith  a  nicrry  twmkle  oC  thd  eye,  he  recovered  and  kept  his 
TOOrd,  At  th9  ahrioe  of  "  la  bontia  Ste.  Anne"  the  voyageur 
made  his  vow  of  devotion,  »&kecl  for  proteclfion  on  his  voyage, 
and  left  auoh  gift  as  he  cc>uld  to  the  patron  s^unt. 

Ccmlag  up  and  down  the  river  at  thia  point  the  voyageurs 
often  sang  tbe  Bong^ — 

With  tha  TSfrain  to  every  verae  '.^ 

"  A  rombre  d'nn  boia  je  ni'en  rafa  iotier, 
A  I'onibivj  d'lin  boli  Jo  m'(*n  vnis  j^mer," 
("  Uncitir  tlio  Bliaclj  iree  T  go  to  play-") 

It  is  Baid  that  it  was  whan  struck  with  the  movoment  and 
rhythm  of  this  French  chaiison  that  Thomaa  Moore,  the  Iiii^h 
poet,  on  bia  viait  to  Canada,  while  on  ita  inland  -waters,  wrote 
the  **  Canadian  Boat  Song/'  and  made  cekhrated  the  good 
Sto-  Aone  of  ihe  voyageura.  Whether  in  the  firat  lines  he 
succeeded  in  imitating  the  original  or  not,  his  musioal  QOtea 
ore  agreeahle  :— 

"  Faintly  as  tolls  the  evoiiing  chime, 
Our  Tcic^A  k(«p  tiiiw  and  uur  oars  k«dp  time.^ 

Certainly  the  i*efram  haa  more  of  the  apirit  of  tho  b^tman'a 
song-'- 

"  Bow,  brothera,  row ;  tfio  strDikni  tniiH  fMt, 
The  rapSdji  uro  nciir  and  the  lUylight'v  |Mfll," 

The  trao  colouring  of  the  eeene  ia  roHocted  in 

«' WolL  BJag  at  Ste,  Anno  f 

and— 

'^  ntt^wa'a  tide,  tliEfl  treinMiti^  mrHnu 
ShaU  W0  UB  Duat  uvur  tli>  Mitiu<ii  ■»/!], " 

Ste.  Anne  really  had  a  high  distinc^on  among  all  tho  raiting- 
places  on  the  fur  trader'a  rout^.  U  wai  the  laal  poiut  la  bbft 
departure  From  Montreal  Isiand.  R^tigioD  and  ■onUmant  foi  ik 
hundred  years  hod  oonKeerated  it,  and  a  ihort  diaianoa  aliova 
it  OD  an  eminance  overlookuig  the  uarrow*— tho  roal  moutli  of 
the  Otiawa—rraa  a  renerablo  fuio,  now  ovorgrowD  with  Ivy 
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and  ycmng  trees.  ''Ch&teaa  brili&rtt,"  a  enable  speaking  of 
border  foray  and  Indian  warfare  generations  ago. 

If  the  party  was  a  dlstinguishod  one  there  was  often  a  priest 
included,  and  he,  as  soon  as  the  brigade  was  fairly  off  and  the 
party  had  settled  down  to  the  motion,  reverently  removing  his 
bat,  sounded  forth  a  loud  invocation  to  the  Deity  and  to  a  long 
tnun  of  male  and  female  saints,  in  a  loud  and  full  voice,  while 
all  the  men  at  the  end  of  each  veroiole  made  response,  "  Qn'il 
me  benisse.'*  This  done,  he  called  for  a  song.  None  of  the 
many  eongs  of  France  would  be  more  likely  at  this  stage  than 
the  favourite  and  most  beloved  of  all  French  Canadian  songs, 
"A  la  Claire  Fontaine." 

The  leader  In  solo  would  Hug  out  the  verse — 

"A  1b  cUire  fontaine, 
bTen  &ll&£it  promeaer, 
J'fti  trouT^  1  eau  ai  belle, 
Que  je  m'y  suia  b&ignd." 

("  Unto  tbe  crystal  fountuin. 
For  pleaaure  did  1  flbraj ; 
So  fair  I  found  the  waters, 
Hy  limbs  in  them  I  lay.*^ 

Then  in  full  chorus  all  would  unite,  followed  verse  by  verse. 
Moat  touching  of  all  would  be  the  address  to  the  nightingale — 

"Chftntez,  rouignol,  chaDtez^ 
Toi  qui  (u  le  cceur  gai ; 
Tu  AS  le  coBur  L  rire, 
Moi,  je  I'ai  1  pleurer." 

('*  Sing,  nightingale,  keep  Bingtiig, 
Thou  liMt  ft  heart  so  gay ; 
Thou  hoiit  a  heart  so  mertjj 
While  mine  is  sorrow's  prey."^ 

The  most  beautiful  of  all,  the  chorus,  is  again  repeated,  and 
LB  as  translated  by  Lighthall : — 

"  Long  is  it  I  hare  loved  thee. 
Thee  shall  I  love  olway, 

My  deueet ; 
Long  is  it  I  have  loved  thee, 
Thee  shall  1  love  alway."" 

The  brigade  swept  on  up  the  Lake  of  Two  Mountains,  and 
though  the  work  was  hard,  yet  the  sfurit  and  exhilaration  of 
the  way  kept  up  the  hearts  of  the  voyageurs  and  offioere,  and 
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DS  OTie  aoDg  wms  ended,  another  was  bogun  tind  carried  tlirougli. 
Now  it  was  tbe  rollicking  ohanson,  "  C'est  U  Bollo  Frun^ise,"* 
then  the  tender  *'  La  Violetta  Daniliiie,"  and  when  inspiration 
Vp-as  needed,  that  aong  of  peiennial  intereflt,  "  Malbcouck  a'an 
va-t'GTi  gaerro/' 

A  distanae  up  the  Ottawaf  hovaver,  the  soenery  obangOB, 
and  the  Hvar  is  iotBrnipbed  hy  three  einbarrassing  rapids,  Ae 
Carillon,  opposite  to  ^vbicb  waa  Fort  Fortune,  a  great  teeort  For 
rotircd  fur  traderB^  the  labours  bogFiUi  and  so  these  rapids, 
Carillon,  Long  Saull,  and  Chuie  au  Blondoau,  now  avoided  by 
canals,  were  in  the  old  da>e  paflsed  by  poi'to.ge  with  infinite 
toil-  Up  tbe  river  to  the  great  Cbaudi^re^  where  tbe  City  of 
Ottawa  now  stands,  thoy  oheerfuLly  rowed,  and  aftor  nnothor 
great  portage  the  Upper  Ottawa  was  fnc^. 

The  moat  dangerous  and  exacting  part  of  the  great  river  wax 
Hie  well-known  flection  where  two  loiJ|^  islands,  the  lower  tho 
Caiumot,  aud  the  Allumetto  block  the  stream,  and  &erce  rapida 
are  to  be  encounbered,  Thia  wa*  the  pi*^*  de  rt'^iiumct  of 
tbe  coDoe-oeii'd  experience.  Around  ili  their  superatitions 
cluatared.  On  the  shores  were  many  croasos  erected  to  rcark 
tbe  death,  in  tbo  boiling  aorgee  bealda  the  portage,  of  many 
comradea  who  had  perished  here.  Between  the  two  islands  c>j\. 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  the  HudsoD'a  Day  Company  had 
founded  Forb  Coulonge,  ^sod  oa  a  depot  or  refuge  in  case  of 
accident.  No  wonder  the  region,  with  "Deep  Rivar"  above, 
leading  on  to  the  somhre  narrows  of  "  Hell  Gate  "  fortber  up 
the  stream,  appealed  to  the  fear  and  imagLoatioD  of  the 
voyageura- 

Battadand  story  hitd  grown  round  the  boiling  Jood  of  the 
Galumet^  Aa  early  aa  th^  time  of  Cbamplsun,  the  atory  goes 
that  an  educated  and  daring  Frenchman  named  Gadieux  had 
settled  hcre^  and  taken  as  bia  wife  one  of  tbo  dusky  Ottawa^. 
The  prowling  Iro^^uois  attacked  bia  dwelling.  Cadiaux  and 
one  Indian  held  the  enemy  at  bay,  &nd  firing  from  different 
points  led  tbem  to  belisvc  that  the  etroughold  waa  woll 
manned.  In  the  meantimct  ^^  spouse  of  Cadieux  and  a  Eow 
Indiana  launched  tbeir  eanoea  into  the  boiling  waters  and 
eftoaped-  From  pool  to  pool  the  canoe  was  whirled,  but  in'its 
oourse  kho  lodiaos  aaw  before  tbem  a  Female  figure,  iu  miBty 
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robes,  leading  tbeto  aa  prolootresa,  Thd  ChriBtian  spocee  aiud 
it  w&B  the  "  bonne  Ste,  Anne,"  vrho  led  ibem  out  of  danger 
luid  Eiavecl  ibem.  The  Iroquois  gave  up  the  siege.  Godieux's 
comparuon  had  b^en  killedi  and  th«  aurriTiiig  setller  hituaolf 
penshed  from  exhiLUi^ticD  in  the  forest.  Beside  biin,  traditiou 
snya,  was  found  hJB  death  fiong,  find  this  "  Lament  de  Cadleux/' 
m\h.  its  touching  tind  attractive  strain,  (he  voyageurs  sang 
vrhen  thoy  foiGed  the  daugeni  of  the  foamlog  cuirenbs  oi  Uiu 
Upper  Ottawa, 

The  Tvhole  route  witli  ita  mpidB,  whirlpools,  nnd  deceptive 
currents,  oame  to  be  surrounded,  especi^y  in  auper&titiouB 
mmds,  with  an  air  of  dingei'ous  mygtery.  A  iravellor  tolb  ue 
that  a  pi-ominent  fur  trnder  pointed  out  to  him  the  very  spot 
where  his  fath^f  had  been  swept  under  the  eddy  ai^d  drowned. 
The  cauip-£re  storieB  were  lai'gely  the  aocounta  of  difiostera  aod 
Jtccidenta  on  the  loo^  and  (lacgoroaa  way.  Aa  suoh  a  sloiy 
was  told  on  the  edge  of  a  shadowy  foreat  th«  voyogevrs  were 
filled  with  dread,  The  atoiy  of  tba  Wen di go  was  an  itlaiming 
one.  No  orew  would  push  on  after  the  sun  was  set,  Icat  thev 
should  aee  this  apparition. 

Some  GQid  he  was  a  apiiit  condemned  to  wander  to  ruid  Ut> 
(d  the  earth  on  account  of  crinteH  ccmmitt^,  others  belreveti 
the  Weudigo  wae  a  deBperute  outcast,  who  had  tael^d  human 
fleahf  and  prowled  about  at  night,  Beckixig  in  iiam  ping -places  of 
the  traders  a  victim.  Tales  were  to!d  of  unlucky  trappers  who 
liBid  rlisappes,red  In  the  woods  &Dd  had  never  been  heard  of 
again.  The  story  of  the  Wendigo  made  the  camping-place 
to  be  surrounded  wit)^  a  sombro  interest  to  the  traders. 

Unbelievers  in  thie  mysterious  cgre  freely  declared  that  it 
wftB  hut  a  partner's  atoi^  lold  to  preveiit  the  voyiLgeurs  delaying 
on  their  jouracy,  and  to  hinder  them  from  wandering  to  lonely 
BpoiB  by  the  rapi^Ie  to  fish  or  hunt.  One  of  the  old  writera 
spoke  of  the  enemy  of  the  voyagemH — 

"  H  Fte  noiirrit  dsa  cor;iA  dtd  piuivre»  vuyagettTH, 
Des  malhenrpux  psvsMiita  et  defi  nnvi^t«nr«," 
{"  Ho  fsedn  on  t\M  Ifuilii:^  uF  unfortunattt  men  cif  tbe  river,  of 
unluijiy  travulltsrs,  ai^d  uf  lli?  mariaen.") 

Impressed   by  the   sombre   niemorieH   of    ihis   fur   trod 
route,  a  traveller  in  the  li)^ht   canoee  in  fui^-tr&ding  dftja 
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Bigaby,  relates  that  be  hod  a  great  surpriae  when,  picking  hia 
way  along  a  rooky  portage,  he  ''suddenly  stombled  upon  a 
youDg  lady  flitting  alone  under  a  bush  in  a  green  riding  habit 
and  white  beaver  bonnet/'  The  impressionable  doctor  looked 
upon  thia  forest  sylph  and  doubted  whether  she  was 

"  One  of  thoM  fairy  ihepherdB  and  shepherdaBBev 
Who  heronbouts  live  on  nmplicitj  and  watercreasea.^' 

After  oonfused  eiplanations  on  the  part  of  both,  the  lady  was 
found  to  be  an  Ermatingar,  daughter  of  the  well-known  trader 
of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  who  with  his  party  was  then  at  the  other 
end  of  the  portage. 

We  may  now,  with  the  privilege  aooorded  the  writer^  omit 
the  hfljrdships  of  hundreds  of  miles  of  painful  journeying,  and 
waft  the  party  of  the  voyageurs,  whose  fortunes  we  have  beea 
following,  up  to  the  head  of  the  west  branch  of  the  Ottawa, 
aoross  the  Vaz  portages,  and  dawn  a  little  stream  into  Lake 
Nipissing,  where  there  was  an  old-time  fort  of  the  Nor'- 
Weaters,  named  La  Bonde.  Across  Lake  Nipissing,  down  the 
Frenob  Biver,  and  over  the  Georgian  Bay  with  its  beautiful 
scenery,  the  voyageurs'  brigade  at  length  reached  the  Rivei- 
St.  Mary,  soon  to  rest  at  the  famous  old  fort  of  Sault  Ste. 
Marie.  Sault  Ste^  Marie  was  the  home  of  the  Krmatingers, 
to  which  the  fairy  shepherdeeB  belonged. 

The  Ennatinger  family,  whose  name  so  contmually  aHSoolabeB 
itsetf  with  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  affords  a  fine  example  of  energy 
and  influence.  Shortly  after  the  conquest  of  Canada  by  Wolfe, 
a  Swiss  merchant  came  from  the  United  States  and  made 
Canada  his  home.  One  of  hia  sons,  George  Ermatingei-,  jour- 
neyed westward  to  the  territory  now  making  up  Michigan,  and, 
finding  his  way  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  married,  engaged  in  the  fur 
trade,  and  died  there- 
Still  more  noted  than  his  brother,  Charles  Oaka  Ermatinger, 
going  westward  from  Montreal,  also  made  Sault  Ste.  Marie  his 
home.  A  man  of  great  courage  and  local  infiuence  in  the  war 
of  1812,  the  younger  brother  commanded  a  company  of  volun- 
teers in  the  espedition  from  Fort  St.  Joseph,  which  succeeded 
that  summer  in  capturing  Michilimackinac.     Hia  fur-trading 
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^etabliBh-Oient  nX  Banlt  6le^  Maris  was  Hittia,ted  on  the  south  ai(3e 
of  the  river,  oppoaile  the  ra.picls-  When  this  territory  was  takuii 
pOHBcasion  of  by  the  troops  of  the  XJ  ailed  SUtee  in  1B23,  the  fur 
troder'B  prcmisoe  at  Sbult  Htc,  Marie  were  seized  &Dd  beciiin« 
the  Americui  fori.  For  BOme  years  after  ihis  aeizura  trader 
Kinuttinger  liiul  ii  various  diapute  ^^ith  the  United  Gtuteu 
GoTemment  about  hia  property,  but  fiu^lly  reoeiyed  ooojpeoaa- 
tion.  True  to  Ibo  Ermalinger  diapo^lion,  the  trader  then -with- 
drew to  the  Canftdiftn  side,  retained  his  British  connecti^in,  and 
c&rried  on  trade  at  Saulli  Ste.  Mane,  Dnujomoud  Ifiloiid,  »ad 
elsewhere. 

A  roBident  of  Sauh  Ste.  Marie  iTiforma  the  writer  thiLt  the 
family  of  Ennntinger  about  that  place  ia  now  a  very  nuin^i-ona 
ouBh  ^'relatod  toahnont  all  the  families  ho t.h  whiUiand  red-*'  Very 
early  ia  the  century  [IBI4),  a  paaaing  trader  named  Franohero 
arrivod  from  the  west  eountry  at  the  time  that  the  Arrieno&ii 
troops  devastated  Sanlt  Ste.  Marie.  Charles  Ennatinger  ;hea 
had  his  buildi-iigs  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  river,  not  Ur 
frotu  the  houaee  and  atorea  of  the  North- West  Company*  which 
liad  hean  burnt  down  hy  tho  Americau  troops,  Erm^Ltinger  at 
the  time  was  liTing  on  the  aoutli  side  of  the  river  tempararilyi 
in  a  house  of  old  trader  Noliiii  whose  £amiJy»  the  traveller  tells 
UQ,  oonsieted  of  "  three  half-hveed  bora  and  aa  many  girla,  one 
of  whom  was  passably  pretty."  Krmatinger  had  just  ereotedi 
&  grist  mill,  and  wafi  tben  building  a  stone  house  "vaty 
elegant-*'  To  this  home  the  young  lady  overtaken  hy  Dr.  Bigshy 
on  tho  canot  route  belonged.  Of  the  two  nephews  of  the 
doughty  oJd  trader  of  ^auk  bte.  Marie,  Charles  and  Franoia 
KrmaUnger,  who  were  prominent  in  the  fur  trade,  mora 
anon. 

The  daahirtg  rapids  of  the  St.  Mary  Hiver  are  the  natural 
foature  which  has  made  the  plaoo  oelsbraied.  The  exoitingfi 
of  ■■running  the  rapids*' is  accomplUhed  by  all  distingmshed 
visitoia  to  lihe  place,  John  Busheau,  or  some  other  dti^ky 
canoe-man,  with  unerring  paddle,  conduots  the  shrinking  bounal 
lo  within  a  yard  of  the  boiling  cauldron,  and  sweeps  down 
through  the  spr&yand  splanh,  as  his  passenger  heaves  a  eigh  of 
relief. 

The  obatmction  made  by  the  rapids  to  the  nAft|f  ~  liw 
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river,  ^bioh  ie  the  orbery  ooiiuQcliug  ihu  titHle  of  Litkes  Hurou 
and  Superior,  early  occupied  the  thouehi  of  the  fur  traders,  A 
century  Qgo,  during  the  oonfliot  of  fcho  North- West  Company 
and  the  X  Y,  the  portiige  past  the  rapids  was  a  subject  of  grave 
dispute.  Ardeut  appeals  were  made  to  tho  government  to 
settle  the  matter.  The  X  Y  Company  forced  a  ro&d  through 
the  disputed  river  frontage,  while  the  North-West  Company 
ufi^d  fi  canal  half  a  mile  long,  on  which  xvai^  built  a  look  ;  and 
at  the  foot  of  the  canal  a  good  wharf  and  sLrOrehouee  had  been 
ooustnioted.  Thja  watei'way,  built  ftt  the  bep;ijiiiing  of  Ibo 
oeiJtury  And  capable  of  can-jing  loo^d  oanoee  and  considerable 
boats,  w&s  fi,  remarkable  proof  of  the  energy  and  ekill  of  the 
fur  tiftders. 

The  river  and  mpida  of  St,  Mary  past,  the  joyful  voyogeors 
hastened  to  akirt  the  great  lake  of  Superior,  on  whoeo  shorea 
their  destination  lay.  Deep  and  cold,  fjahe  Saperior,  wbeu 
atiiTed  by  augry  winds,  beeame  the  (^"ave  of  niary  a  voyaganr. 
Few  that  fell  into  its  icy  eiubracc  escaped.  Its  rocky  shoras 
were  the  dea^  of  many  u  ewift  canoe,  and  its  woird  legends 
were  those  of  the  Inini-Wudjoo,  the  great  giant,  or  of  the  hungry 
heron  that  dcA^oured  the  unwary.  Cautiously  along  ils  shores 
Jean  Baptiate  crept  to  Michipiootcn,  then  to  the  Pic,  and  on  to 
Ni^pigon,  places  where  trading  poets  marked  tho  nerve  centres 
of  the  fur  trade^ 

At  bii^tb, rounding  Thunder  Cu^pe,  Fort  Willi&oi  was  reachedt 
the  goal  of  tbe  ^'  mangeur  de  lard*'  or  Montreal  voyagonr. 
Around  the  walls  of  the  fort  the  great  encompmect  was  madep 
The  Bivei'  Kamiaiatiquia  wis  gay  with  canoes  \  the  East  and 
West  met  in  rivalry — the  wild  couriers  of  the  West  and  the 
patient  boatmen  of  the  East.  In  sight  of  the  fort  atood,  up  the 
river.  McKay  Mountain,  around  which  tradition  bod  woven 
Fancies  and  tales.  Its  terraced  heights  suggest  man's  work, 
but  it  is  to  tins  day  in  a  stait  of  rmture.  Here  in  the  days  of 
conflict,  when  tbe  oppoaing  trappei's  and  hunters  wont  on  their 
expeditions,  old  Trader  McKay  ascended,  followed  them  with  his 
keen  eye  in  their  meandering**,  and  eironmvented  ihem  in  their 
plane. 

The  days  of  waiting*  unloading,  loa<hng,  feasting,  and  con- 
tending being  over,  the  Montreal  voyagcurs  turned  their  faces 


3i»  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY 

homeward,  and  with  flage  ftfloat,  piKldldd  away,  now  oheerfolly 
almgiDg  eweeb  '*  Alouette." 

**  Ma  mignopette,  embrasB«E-moi 
Neoni,  Honsieur,  jeD'oBeruB 
Gar  Bi  mon  papa  la  savait.^ 

nf  J  i^mfliTiy  aniDe  on  me, 

No  I  No  1  good  lir,  I  do  not  dare 

My  daar  papa  would  know  I  vootd  know  [ } 

"  But  who  would  toU  papa  P  " 

"  Th«  buds  <m  the  fortat  tree^" 

"  TlBparlent  frantaU,  Intiii  auBU 
HdJaB  E  que  lo  monde  eat  malin 
D'approndro  aux  oue&ui  le  tatiii.^ 

("They  Bpeab  Frencli  and  I*tiu  too, 

Ala«  {  the  world  la  very  bad 

To  toll  its  talee  to  the  uaughty  birds.'^ 

Bon  voyage  1  Bon  voyage,  mee  voyageurs  [ 


CHAPTER  XXXn. 


EXrtOtt&EIB    IK    THE    F&B    NORTH. 


The North-Weet  PmBHf!© again — Lieut^John  Frunklinabuiil CTtpfidition 
— Two  lunolj  wmters^  HoftrWe  niiBtftko  corretftcJ  —  Frnnklin's 
■iworLd  journey — Arctic  Bca  ccnut  cTpIoreH— Fraitklm  lt[ii(if^to<l-- 
GHptHin  John  Hobh  hy  tm^ — Discovcrii  magnetic  pole — Magnetic 
itetdJo  nBnrly  perpcriiliculnr— ISnck  seeks  for  KoeB — Deasu  nitit 
Sini|iAiin  Kent  by  Iluilson's  Fity  CompBiij  to  explDra-Sir  John 
in  ^i-pt^tt  and  Tpri-of — The  P\[f-ot:ryBtK  Sea— ITriiiklin  novi-r 
retiirna — Liniy  Franklin's  devotion^TliQ  historio  fl&ftrch— Dr. 
fUn  aacnmE  relii's— CftpUiri  McG]iTit«<]k  finds  the  Ckirn  and 
vTitten  record— Ad vuith^BB  of  the  flsurch' 

The  British  people  were  ever  on  the  alert  to  have  their  famous 
sea  c£,pbjLmH  explore  new  seas,  efipedally  m  the  line  ol  the 
discovery  of  the  North-Weat  Paasage.  From  Iba  time  of 
Dobb^t  the  diacomfiture  of  that  bitCer  en^my  cf  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  had  checked  the  advance  m  foUovdng  up  the 
explorations  of  Davjs  and  DiL^n,  ^bose  names  had  become 
fised  OD  the  ioy  aoa  obannclB  of  the  North. 

Captain  Phipps.  afterwards  Loitl  Mulgrave,  bad  been  thu 
last  of  the  great  cnptains  nha  hod  taken  part  in  the  apa^am  of 
north-west  interest  set  agoing  by  Dobbs,  Two  generations 
of  men  had  paaaed  when,  in  IGl?.  the  quest  for  the  North-Wcs» 
Paaeaga  wae  taken  up  by  Captain  WiUiam  Scoreshy,  Scoi-esby 
Eidvanoed  a  fret^h  argument  in  favour  of  a  new  effort  to  attain 
this  long'liarlioured  dream  of  the  Engliah  captains.  He  main- 
tained tbut  a  change  had  taken  place  in  the  aeasona,  and  tJie 
position  of  the  ice  was  such  as  probably  to  ailow  a  suoce3»f«l 
voyage  to  he  made  from  Baffin's  Bay  to  Behring  Stritit. 

Sir  John  Barrow^  with  great  energy  advocated  the  projoci  of 
a  new  expedition,  Qtid  Captain  Johc  Boss  and  Edward  Parry 
were  despatched  to  the  Dorthem  aeas,  P&rry'a  aeoood 
pTpediEion  enablt'd  him  to  diflcovei-  Fury  and  Hecltt  Strait, 
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to  pQfifl  tbrough  La&castor  Stmit,  and  to  uoiDe  the  eonUanatiOQ 
of  ic  Biu^Xkw  Sti&it,  after  the  gi'eitt  patroD  of  northern  explora- 
don. 

Meanwhile  John  Franklin  wils  despatched  to  cross  the  plEkins 
of  Rupert's  LanJ  to  fon^'^'d  AtcIjc  eatetpnse.  Tbis  nctabJe 
uian  baa  Isft  ue  an  h^^rito^t^  cf  uadyin^  interest  in  oomioctioD 
Vi\i\i  this  movement.  A  natW'e  qI  Lincolnshire,  a  cLipuble 
lUid  bniHted  navtil  ofDcer.  who  h^  fought  with  Nekgn  &t 
Oopeahagen,  wlio  had  gone  on  an  Arolic  voyage  to  Sptb^bergen, 
and  had  ^acn  mucb  eervicc  cIsDwherc,  Ho  woe  appointed  to 
commiind  the  overland  expedition  through  Rupert's  Land  to 
the  Arctic  Sea,  while  Lieutenant  Parry  sought,  u.s  we  hnve  seen, 
the  pass^tf  with  two  vessels  by  way  of  Lancaster  Sound. 

Accompanied  by  a  surgeon — Dr.  RichsirdEon — two  midabip*. 
tnonj  Back  and  Hood,  and  a  tow  Orkneyirtu,  Lieutenant  Frank-' 
lin  embarked  from  England  for  Hudson  Bay  In  June,  1819. 
Wintering  for  tbe  first  ssason  on  Lhe  Saskatchewan,  the  poity 
were  indebted  to  the  Hudson's  Day  Company  for  auppliea,  and 
reached  Fort  Chipewyan  in  about  a  year  from  the  time  of  their 
departure  from  ErtgUod.  The  second  winter  waa  lipent  by  the 
expedition  on  the  famous  barren  grounda  of  the  Arctic  slope. 
Their  fort  was  cuJled  Fcrt  Enterprise,  and  tbe  party  obtained 
a  bving  ehieliy  froiE  the  game  and  fish  oJ  the  region.  In  the 
following  fiummcr  tho  Franklin  party  descended  the  Copper- 
mine  Biver  to  the  Arctic  Sea.  Here  Heame's  mistake  of  four 
degrees  in  the  latitude  wafi  corrected  and  tbe  latitude  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Coppermine  Biver  fixed  at  67"  48'  N.  Having 
explored  the  coast  of  tbe  Arctic  Bea  eastward  for  eii  degrees  to 
Cajie  Turna^aiti  and  suffered  gi'eat  hardships,  the  sur^ivora  of 
tbe  party  made  their  letum  journey,  and  reached  Bntain  after 
three  years'  abaenoe,  IVa-nldin  was  given  the  rank  of  captain 
and  covered  with  social  itnd  literary  honours. 

Three  years  after  his  reiun;  to  England,  Captain  Franklin 
and  bis  old  companions  went  upon  tlieir  second  journey 
through  Euperb's  Land.  Having  reached  Fort  Chipewyan,  they 
oontinucd  the  journey  northwani,  and  the  ^vinter  was  spent  at 
their  erection  known   as  Fori  Franklin,   nn  Great  Bear  Lake. 
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Here  tho  purly  divided,  ono  portion  under  Frftokiin  goin^  down 
the  Mackenzie  to  the  sea,  and  coa^tin^  wostwejrd  to  Betum 
Reef,  liopitig  to  i-bacb  Captpaio  Cook'e  Eey  cape  of  177S,  la  this 
they  fuled,  Dr,  Biohardson  led  the  other  party  down  lbs 
M&ckeazio  River  to  its  mouth,  and  then,  going  eastward, 
reached  the  mouth  of  the  Coppermine,  which  he  aacoDded. 
By  September  both  parties  bad  gained  their  rendezvous.  Fort 
Franklin,  and  it  waa  found  ihat  unitedly  they  had  traced  the 
coaet  lino  of  the  Arotio  Bea  through  thirty-seven  degrees  of 
loTigitude.  On  the  return  of  the  succesaful  adventurer,  after 
an  ^bseuce  of  two  years,  to  England,  he  was  knighted  nnd 
received  the  highest  scientific  honours. 


CAFTADT   JOBN    BC^G   BY    BEA. 

When  the  British  people  beoome  rouaed  upon  &  aubjeuL, 
failure  ^eema  but  to  wbet  the  public  mind  for  new  enterprise 
Litid  greater  effort,  The  North-West  Passage  was  cow  regarded 
as  a  posEibility.  After  the  coast  of  the  Arctic  Ocean  hikd  been 
traced  by  the  Frflnklin-Eichai'dBOneKpeditiou,  to  react  this  shore 
byapuasage  from  Parry's  Purj'WidHecU  Strait  seemed  feasible. 

Two  yeare  after  the  return  of  Franklin  from  his  second 
overland  journey,  an  expedition  was  fitlfd  out  by  a  wealthy 
distiller,  Sheriff  Felix  Booth,  and  the  &bip  the  TVcfory/, 
provide^l  by  him,  %vas  placed  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Jolm  Eofls,  who  had  already  gained  reputation  in  exploring 
Baffin's  Bay.  CaptaJn  Roes  was  ably  seconded  in  hie 
expedition  by  bis  nephew,  Captain  James  Koss-  Going  by 
Bafiin's  Bay  and  through  Lancaetcr  Bound,  Prince  Begent'a 
Iislet  lod  Boss  southward  betweeu  Cookbum  Island  and 
Someraet  North,  into  an  open  sea  calJed  after  his  patron,  Gulf 
of  Boothia,  on  the  west  bide  cf  which  he  uained  tlie  newly- 
discovered  Uud  Boolhia  Felix.  He  even  discovered  the  land  lo 
the  weet  of  Boothia,  oalUng  it  King  WiUiom  Land,  His  chip 
became  embedded  In  the  ice.  After  four  winters  in  the  Arotic 
i~egiDnH  he  was  rescued  by  a  whaler  in  Barrow  Strait. 

One  of  the  moet  notable  events  in  this  voyage  ol  Boss's  was 
bis  discovery  of  the  North  Magnetic  Pole  on  the  west  side  of 
Bcoihia  Felix,  Dilring  his  second  winter  (1S31)  Captciin  Rosa 
determined  to  gratify  hia  ambition  to  bo  the  discovei-er  of  the 
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point  where  tbe  ro&grietic  needle  &tand6  vartJoaUy,  aa  ehow- 
ing  the  oentre  ol  terreBtrijil  magnetism  for  the  norihera  hemt- 
Sphere, 

After  four  or  five  da-ys'  overland  journey^  with  &  trying  head- 
wind frotTi  tho  Ni^rth-WeaC,  he  revhohod  the  sought'for  point  on 
June  \%t.  We  deetn  it  only  juat  ta  3ta^  the  disoovery  in  the 
words  of  the  veteran  explorer  bim^lf : — 

*'  The  land  tX  thia  place  ie  very  lovv  oear  the  coaet,  bttb  it 
i-iees  into  ndgee  of  tiftj  or  eisty  feet  high  ahoul  a  mite  inland. 
Wq  could  have  wished  dhat  a  place  ho  importaoE  had  poaEossed 
more  of  mark  or  note-  It  nas  gcM'cely  cenBurable  to  regiet 
that  there  ^vaa  not  a  mountain  to  indicate  a  Bpob  to  which  ao 
muob  inlereal  muat  ever  be  atlQohed  ;  and  I  could  even  have 
pardoned  any  one  among  na  who  hitd  been  50  romantic  or 
absurd  as  to  expect  that  the  magnebio  pole  was  an  object  as 
conspiciions  and  mysterious  aa  the  ftibled  mountain  of  Sinbeid, 
that  it  ^'DS  eveo  a  mountam  of  iron,  or  a  mAgnet  us  large  08 
Mont  Blanc.  But  Nature  bad  here  erected  no  moninnent  to 
deuote  tlte  spot  nhlch  she  had  chosen  as  the  ceutre  of  one  of 
her  great  and  dark  poweis ;  and  wheve  we  could  do  little  our- 
QGlvea  towards  this  cod,  it  was  our  business  to  submit,  and  to 
ba  content  in  noting  in  mitbetnatioal  oumberB  and  Eiigns,  fis 
with  thingq  of  far  nioi^e  imporl&nco  in  the  terrestrial  system, 
what  we  could  ill  dltitiuguish  in  any  other  manner. 

'*  The  neoessary  obaorvEillona  were  immediatoly  Qommeuced, 
and  they  were  oontinnod  throtighout  thie  and  the  greater  pcut 
nf  the  foTlo^vi^(5  day.  ,  .  -  The  amouni  of  the  dip,  as  indicated 
by  mj  dipping-needle,  was  89^  59',  being  thus  within  one 
minnte  of  the  vertical :  while  the  proximity  at  least  of  this 
pole,  if  not  its  actuivl  existence  where  wa  stood,  was  furtlier 
confirmed  by  the  action,  or  raibKr  by  the  total  inaction,  of 
several  horizontal  needles  theo  in  my  poaseeaion.  .  .  .  Thera 
was  not  one  which  showed  tbe  slightest  effort  to  move  from 
the  position  in  which  it  was  pkoed. 

As  soon  as  I  had  Katiatied  my  own  mind  on  this  fiiibject,  I 
made  known  to  the  party  this  gratifying  result  of  all  our  joint 
labours  ;  and  it  was  then  thjki,  amidst  mutual  congratulations, 
we  fixed  the  British  flag  on  the  epot,  and  took  pOEScasion  O 
Ihe   North  Magnetic  Pole  and  its  adjoining  territory,  in   ll 
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come  of  Great  BHb^  aad  King  WiUiam  the  Fourth.  We  hod 
abundance  of  mftb&riaJ  for  building  in  tha  frogdcnts  o\  limeslotiij 
that  covered  thd  beach ;  aj^d  we  therefoi^d  ei'eoted  a  oairn  of 
fioine  magniLnde,  under  wbi<:h  we  buried  fk  canister  cocitjiining  a 
record  dE  the  interesting  fn<}b,  only  i^egi^ttiug  ttmt  nc  had  doL 
the  moitns  of  oonstruoting  a  pyramid  of  more  importance  and 
of  fltrength  suffiolent  to  withstand  the  aesanlts  of  time  and  of 
the  Eaquimaui.  Had  it  heen  a  pyramid  oh  large  as  that  of 
Cboops  I  Jbcu  not  quite  aure  that  it  would  have  douo  more  than 
satisfy  our  ambition  under  the  feelings  of  that  QKOitii^gday-. 
Tha    latitude  of  tbia  spot   is   70^  5'   17"  and  ita  locgitude 

Thus  much  for  the  magnetic  pole-  This  pole  ia  almost 
dir&otly  north  of  tha  city  c£  Winnipeg,  and  within  laaa  than 
Iweoly  degrees  of  it.  One  of  Lady  Franklin's  captains — 
Captain  Kennedy,  who  resided  at  Red  Kiver — ^lahoi-ated  a 
great  scheme  for  tapping  the  cetitvE^  supply  of  elcctiicity  of  the 
tuagnetio  pole,  and  devoloping  it  from  Winnipeg  ae  a  Bourae  of 
power, 

eiB   OROB0E    BACK*    THE    BXPLOltETt. 

Ill  the  Ihird  year  of  Captain  Ross's  eKpedition  his  protracted 
absence  became  a  m^atter  of  public  dtauuf^sion  in  Britain.  Dr. 
KichardsDD.  who  had  been  one  of  FranklitL'e  followers,  offei^d 
to  take  charge  of  aa  overland  e^cpcdition  in  searoh  of  Roaa»  hut 
his  proposition  wafi  not  accepted.  Mr.  Rosa,  a  brother  of  Sir 
John  and  father  of  Captain  JaineR  Eoi^s.  was  anxious  to  find 
an  officer  who  would  take  charge  of  a  relief  expedition,  and  the 
British  Government  favoujred  the  enterprise-  Captain  George 
Back,  one  of  the  midshipmen  who  had  accompanied  Franklin, 
was  favourably  regarded  for  the  important  ptisitioa. 

The  Hudsou'a  Bay  Company  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
exploration  of  its  Arotio  possosBions  and  gave  ev&ry  assiata):ioc 
to  the  project.  Nicholas  Garry,  the  Deputy -Governor  of  the 
Company,  ably  supported  it;  and  the  British  Government  at 
last  gav&  its  couaeat  to  gxant  two  thoasand  pounds,  provided 
the  Hudaon's  Bay  Company  would  furniah,  oooordm^  to  its 
iSTomiBe.  the  aupplioa  and  eanoee  free  of  charge,  and  that 
ioin  Rcss's  frienda  would  coutriliute  three  tphouaand  pouuda. 
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Captain  Bitck  cordtaliy  aaoepted  the  off«r  to  oommuid  thd 
CipedkioTi,  and  his  orders  from  tlie  Government  were  t^  find 
CaptaLa  Ro39,  or  any  aurvivots  or  survivor  of  kla  pafty ;  and, 
"eubordinato  to  tbia,  to  dir&ot  hia  fittontion  to  miLpping  wlint 
remains  unknown  of  the  coasts  which  he  was  to  viait,  &nd 
make  suuh  Dlher  acientifio  ob^rv^itiotis  as  hJa  leisure  would 
admit;' 

In  1833  Captr^in  Bock  orosscd  the  Atlantlo,  accompanied  b^ 
%  BurgeoQ,  Dr.  Richard  King,  and  at  Montreal  obtained  %  parly 
of  four  regulars  of  the  Royal  Artillery.  Pushing  on  by  the 
aaual  I'Oute,  he  reached  Lake  'Winnipeg,  and  thence  by  ligbt 
<HbDOQ  ari-ivod  flt  Fort  Beaolution  on  Great  Slave  Lake  .in 
Auguatr  Ho  wintered  nt  Port  Belianoe,  neftr  the  east  enrfof 
Great  Siave  Tjake,  wliioh  was  establialied  by  Roderick  McLeod. 
a  Hudfioa's  Bay  Company  officer,  who  had  received  orders  to 
assist  the  expeditioii.  Before  leaving  this  point  a  mesaage 
arrived  from  England  that  Captain  Rosa  was  Sife.  Notwith- 
standing this  new^B,  in  June  of  tltG  following  year  Biick  %nd  hi^ 
party  croaaod  the  country  to  Artillery  Lake,  and  drew  th«r 
boats  and  baggage  in  n  moat  toilsotnc  manner  over  tho  ice  of 
thia  and  three  other  lakefl,  liil  the  Great  Fiah  River  waa  reaohad 
and  ibH  difTiculti  descent  hegnn. 

On  July  3[)bb  the  party  encamped  at  Cape  Denufott,  &  pro^^ 
minenC  point  of  tho  inlet  of  tho  Arctic  Ocean  into  whioh  the 
Great  Fieh  River  empties.  The  expedition  agwn  aaeeaded  the 
river  and  returned  to  England,  where  it  was  well^rBcotved,  and 
Gapiiain  Back  waa  knighted  for  his  pluck  and  persevGrance. 
An  eitpedition  under  Back  in  the  next  yerir,  to  go  by  ehlp  (o 
Wager  Bay  and  then  to  croaB  by  portage  the  narrow  Btrip  of 
laud  to  the  Gulf  of  Boothia,  ifb3  a  failure,  and  the  partywtth 
difficulty  rsached  Britain  again, 

\  Hudson's  bat  □ohpanv  ErvEDrnoN — ubasb  avd  simpbok. 

Dr.  Bioh&rd  King,  who  bad  been  Back's  aasiatant  and 
sargoon,  now  endeavoured  to  organize  an  expeditii>n  to  the 
Arctic  Ocean  by  way  of  Lake  Athabasca  and  through  a  chain 
oE  lakeg  leading  Lo  the  Great  Fifth  River.  This  project  received 
no  backing  from  the  Biitish  Goveroinent  or  from  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company.     The  Company  now  undertook  to  carry  out  an 
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eipedition  of  its  own.  Tlie  reaeonfl  of  this  are  stated  to  have 
l>een  (1)  The  interegt  of  tlie  British  pvihlio  in  the  effort  to 
coQcect  tLti  discoveiisB  of  Captains  Back  Aad  Boss  ;  {2)  They 
are  awd  to  have  dasired  a  renewal  of  their  cipiring  Icaso  for 
twenty-one  yeai-s  of  the  trnde  of  the  Indian  territorlee  ;  (3)  The 
fact  waft  being  pointed  out,  ii*t  in  former  years,  that  their  charter 
required  the  Oompany  to  cany  on  exploration. 

In  1636  th«  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  London  decided  on 
oarrying  out  the  expedition,  and  garo  insti'iif^ttons  to  Go7ernot' 
Simpson  to  organize  Ebud  de3pAto)i  it.  At  Norway  Bouae,  at 
the  maeting  of  the  Govei'iior  and  oEGoers  of  that  year,  steps 
were  taken  to  explore  the  Ai-ctie  Coast.  An  cxpericncod 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  offioei",  Peter  Warren  Deuae,  and 
with  him  &n  ardent  young  man,  ThomaH  Simpson,  a  relation  of 
the  Governor,  was  placed  in  charge. 

The  party,  after  various  preparations,  inoludin^  a  eourae  of 
mathematics  and  astronomy  rooeived  by  Thomas  Btinpson  at 
Red  Biver^  made  its  departure,  and  Fort  Chipewyan  waa 
reached  in  February,  where  the  remainder  of  the  winter  was 
spent.  A  a  soon  as  navigation  opened,  the  descent  of  the 
Maokonzio  River  wa&  made  to  the  mouth.  Tlie  party  then 
coasting  westward  on  tlie  Arctic  Ocean,  passed  Fninklin's 
'*  Eeturn  Reef/'  reached  Boat  Extreme,  and  Simpson  mode  a 
foot  journey  Ihcnoe  to  Cape  Barrow, 

Having  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie  Biver,  the 
Great  Bear  Lake,  where  Fort  Confidence  had  heen  created  hy 
the  advance  guard  of  the  party,  was  readied. 

The  winter  was  passed  at  this  point,  and  in  the  foLLowinE; 
Spring  the  expedition  descended  the  Coppermine  Biver,  and 
coasting  eastward  along  the  Polar  Bea  reached  Cape  TuLnagaiu 
in  Augasbn  K^tdming  and  ascendirig  the  Copponmne  for  a 
i^atancCr  the  party  halted,  and  Simpson  made  a  land  journey 
eastward  to  new  territory  which  he  called  Victoria  Laud,  and 
erected  a  pilhir  of  stones,  taking  possessloEi  of  the  country,  *'  in 
the  name  of  the  Honourable  Company,  and  for  bbe  Queen  of 
Great  Britain,"  Their  painful  course  was  then  retraced  lo 
Fort  ConfideDCQ,  where  the  eeoond  winter  was  spent. 

On  the  opening  of  spriiigp  the  Company  descended  ti^  tho 
oo«t  to  eniTy  on  their  woflc.     Going  etbaiward,  they,  after  much 
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sfi  much  woB  expected,  there  were  stiU  no  tidings.  Prepara- 
tions  were  mode  for  an  expedition  to  rescue  the  Rdventureir^, 
nwd  ID  1848  the  first  party  of  relief  sailed. 

Ff>rtho  next  eJcven  years  the  energy  and  spiiit  and  liberality 
of  the  Britisb  public  were  soxnething  unexampled  in  the  annals 
of  public  sympathy.  Regardless  of  ra»it  or  hazurd.  not  less  than 
GfteBQ  expeditions  were  sent  out  by  England  and  the  United 
States  on  their  Bcd  quests  ^dy  Franlilin,  with  e.  heroism  and 
skill  pauC  all  prarse,  kept  tha  eye  of  the  nation  gteadily  on  her 
loHfi,  and  aacrilicecl  her  privnte  fortune  in  the  work  of  rescue. 
We  are  not  called  upon  to  giro  the  details  of  bheae  expeditions, 
but  may  refer  to  a  few  notable  points. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  once  undertook  a  journey 
hy  land  in  quest  of  the  unfortunate  navigator.  Dr.  HichHrdBon, 
who  had  gone  on  Franklin's  lirat  expedition  along  with  a  well- 
known  Hudson's  Bey  Company  offioer,  Dr.  Rae,  flootired  the 
DOfLBt  of  the  Arctic  Sea,  from  the  mouth  of  the  >rackenzie  to 
Uiat  of  the  Copjffiruiine  River.  For  two  years  more,  Dr.  Sne 
continued  the  search,  and  in  the  fourth  year  (1861)  thin 
facila  traveller,  by  a  Ions  slsdge  journey  in  spring  and  boat 
voyage  in  summer,  examined  the  chores  of  Wollaston  and 
Victoria  Tjand, 

A  notable  expedition  took  place  in  the  sending  out  by  Lady 
Franklin  heroelf  of  the  PWhm  Jf6e?-i  sohooner,  aader  Oaptain 
Kflnnedy,  who  Afterwards  mode  hia  home  in  the  Red  River 
aetllament.  HIh  second  \\\  oomniiind  was  Lieutenant  Bollot, 
of  the  French  Nayy,  who  wae  a  plucky  and  shrewd  explorer, 
and  who,  on  a  long  sledge  journey,  disoovorod  the  Strait  which 
bears  his  name  between  North  Somerset  and  Boothia. 

The  names  of  McQaren  Austin.  Collinson,  Sir  Edmund 
Beloher,  and  Kellett  stand  out  in  bold  relief  in  the  elTorts — 
fmitloBs  in  this  case — made  to  reoover  traces  of  the  unfortunate 
expedition. 

The  first  to  come  upon  remains  of  the  FmnkUn  oxpedi- 
tton  was  Dr,  John  Rae.  who,  we  have  seen,  had  thoroGghly 
examined  the  coast  alon^  the  Arctic  Ocean.  The  %mtcr  welJ 
rememberB  meeting  Dr.  Rae  mrniy  years  filter  in  the  city  of 
Wnoipeg  and  hearing  hia  story. 

Bae  was  a  lithe,   acbiTC,   entcrpiieing  man.    In  I808,  h& 
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Annoimocd  th&t  the  drawback  in  tofm&r  eiipeditiona  bad  been 
the  ouEtom  of  Cftrrying  ^  great  stock  of  pvovieiong  and  useless 
icnpedimerttn.,  and  nc  under  Hudson's  Bay  Company  auspices  hrj 
undertook  to  go  with  gun  and  ^sbing  ttickle  up  the  west  cooat 
of  FTiidsion  Bay.  This  ho  did,  aaoendod  Chestci'field  Iniet,  and 
wintered  witEi  eight  meu  at  Repulse  Bny. 

In  the  next  Be&son  ha  ntiude  a  remarkable  journey  or  tifty-eii 
duys,  and  succeeded  lu  connecting  the  discoveries  of  Captiun 
J&nnea  Kosa  with  those  of  Dease  and  Simpaon,  proving  YilTi% 
Willinm  Land  to  be  &i}  island.  Bae  discovered  on  this  Jotmiey 
plnta  find  silver  decor^tiona  among  the  li^skimoa,  which  they 
tLdmitit^d  iiJi4  belonged  to  the  FrLinkliu  party.  Dr^  Rjie  wa^ 
nwiu^cd  a  part  of  IIk^  twenty  UiouBOnd  pounds  regard  ofTered 
by  the  Impeiinl  Govei^nmenl, 

Tbu  British  jK-ople  could  nub,  however,  he  Butisf^ed  until 
somethiag  more  w^fi  done,  nrd  Lady  Frankliuj  with  marvellou'* 
ncJf- devotion,  gave  the  last  of  her  n\'ivibUe  mcoua  to  add  to 
the  publia  subacnption  for  the  purohi^e  and  fitting  out  ^f  the 
little  ynchl  Fo,c.  wbicb,  under  Captain  Leopold  MoClintw^, 
sailed  from  Aberdeen  in  1857.  Having  in  less  than  two  years 
reached  Bcllot  Btni.it,  McClint-ocU'^  party  was  divided  into 
three  sledging  expeditionp.  One  of  them,  under  Captain 
McClinlock,  was  very  auccessfulj  obtaining  rel lea  of  the  lost 
Frauklin  and  his  party  and  finding  a  cairn  which  contained  an 
authoritative  I'GOord  of  ths  fortunes  of  tbe  company  for  threo 
years.  Sii'  John  had  died  a  year  before  this  record  w&s  writteQp 
Captain  McClintock  wh^  knighted  for  bis  succesaful  effort,  and 
the  tvorst  was  now  at  lo&t  known. 

The  attempt  of  Bir  John  &Qd  the  effoiia  to  find  him  reflect 
the  higbeat  honour  on  the  British  people.  And  not  only  senti- 
ment, but  reason  was  fj^atihiHed.  As  hod  been  said,  "the 
catastropho  of  Blr  John  Franklin's  cxpeditian  led  to  saven 
thousand  mTloe  o[  coast  line  being  discovered,  nud  to  a  vast 
extent  of  unknown  country  being  explored,  fisouring  very  oon- 
eidembl a  additions  to  gf.ographical  knowlet^ge.  Much  attention 
"noB  also  given  to  the  collection  of  information,  and  thcr 
ecieatilic  results  of  the  vniious  eearcb  eKpediliona  were  oon- 
siderable." 
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BXPSDtTIOVB    TO  THE   FRONTIEU   OH*   THt    FLIB    COUVTRT, 

rtispiit^d  bfniiHUry— SiiiiiL-eH  of  tlie  Minsiisipp — The  fiir  traiJors 
piiflh  » >uthw  aril— Eejkji  til  ion  up  LliB  Misaoiiri — Ejewis  artrl  OUrks 
iiteat  Nur'-Wentora— Clttiui  (if  Uiiittfl  StuU?'*  niadu— Sud  de»tli 
of  LBwii-^IjieiiUioanti  Pike's  jaiirney — Piku  lueuta  fur  trailri'* — 
Cautintii^  Dakutuft — Tiuaty  vith  CLipjiewaa— Violent  dentil— 
Long  [ind  KuntiJig  fii  49  deg.  N.— Visit  Fr'rt  Garry — Folluiv  old 
(lu*  tradera*  rtiute — An  utTatii;  Italiuii — Stiafige  itflveiitorea^ 
Almust  Glide  Bnurct — Boltiiuui  Coiinty — Cfian  niid  3i:houlcruFb 
F&il-^SchuulcnLft  aft«rw&rda  aiicL^evda — Lnk«  Itajst^a — Curioiu 
Dtigiu  of  ahUM — ^Tbe  CKmroe  d«t«iTi>iiied. 


The  Treaty  of  Pftria  was  &d  example  of  magQammiby  on  the 
paH  of  Crrcat  Britain  io  the  United  States,  ber  way^itrd  Tra.ns- 
atilaiitic  child,  who  refnaed  to  recognise  her  antihoriby.  It  is 
now  clejhrly  shown  thut  Lord  Shelbourne,  the  EngUsh  Premier, 
desired  to  promote  good  feeling  bi^Eweeti  mother  and  daughter 
fis  nations.  Accordingly  the  boimdar^'  line  weet  of  Lake 
Superior  gave  over  a  wide  region  where  British  iraders  had 
numerous  esbu^blishmtntSp  Oind  where  tiheir  occupation  should 
have  counted  for  poseesaian. 

In  the  treaty  of  aiiiity  and  commeroe,  eleven  years  afterward, 
ic  was  agreed  that  a  line  diuwn  from  Lnke  of  the  Woods 
overlaid  to  the  80Uroe  of  the  Misaissippi  should  be  the 
boundary.  But,  &las  t  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi  for  fifty 
years  afterward  proved  aa  dif&cuU  a  problem  as  the  source  oE 
the  Nile.  In  the  first  deeude  of  Uiia  century  it  w»&  impoesihie 
to  draw  the  aoutbem  lioe  of  Rupert's  Land,  The  Urubed  SUbea 
duriQg  thia  period  evinced  some  anxiety  in  regard  to  thie 
boundary,  o-nd,  as  we  shall  see,  a  number  of  expe<lilione  were 
desp&Ceheil  U>  explore  the  fiountry.  The  50iij~eeti  of  llio 
MiAsieaippi  natmaUy  afFonled  much  intereai  to  the  Govemnicnt 
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lib  WaabLoi^aTi,  even  though  tbo  oonventioa  of  Locdon  o£  L618 
had  settled  the  49  deg.  N.  &s  tbe  boundary. 

Tlie  region  west;  of  tl»e  Misaiaeippi,  wliich  was  Vnown  aa 
Louisiana,  extendeiJ  northwarJ  to  the  BrUiah  po&aesBions,  having 
becu  trauBkrred  by  Spain  to  lbs  United  States  in  1803.  A 
numbot  of  expe^tions  lo  tttQ  mfii'chee  or  boundary  lund  olavm 
ii> abort  notice  from  U8.  aa  being  bound  up  with  the  history  aiLil 
int«roBt9  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 


LfiWlB  AND  CXABKE  B  BXPBDITIOX, 

Of  tbeee.  a^  notable  and  iuteresting  voyage  was  tbat  of 
Cap^JnB  MeriiA'ethor  Lewie  and  WillJam  Olarke  of  th^  United 
States  army^  This  QKpedition  consisted  of  nearly  fifty  mon — 
aoldiers^  volnntcer^r  adventurers,  and  aei'v&iits.  Being  a 
Govetamt^Dt  expedition,  it  was  well  provided  witb  Btores,  iDdibn 
pi'QSGnts,  weapon B,  and  othor  necessary  articles  of  travel. 
Leaving  Wood  River,  near  St,  Lonie,  Ibe  party  started  np  the 
MiHsouri  in  three  boata,  and  were  ^ccoinpauied  by  two  borses 
Along  the  bank  of  tbo  River  to  bring  them  gama  or  to  buDt 
ia  case  of  Qoarcity^  After  many  rulventurca  the  expedition, 
whioh  began  its  journey  on  May  tlth,  1804j  reached  the 
beadquju'ter's  of  the  Mandaa  IniiiinB  Du  tbe  Hissouri  on 
October  aCtb. 

The  MandaoB,  or,  as  they  have  been  oallsd,  the  Wbite  Beordod 
Sioux,  were  at  thi^  time  a  large  and  moat  interesting  people. 
Less  copper-ooloured  than  tbe  other  Indians,  agricultural  in 
babit,  pottery  makers,  and  dwelling  m  houses  p&rtly  sunk  in  tba 
oaiih,  thoir  trade  w&e  sought  from  different  direotiona.  We 
have  ^een  already  Ihai  Veraadry^  first  roached  them ;  that  David 
TboiiipBon,  the  astronomer  of  tbe  North- Wtst  Compftiiy,  vieitod 
them  ;  that  Harmon  and  others.  North- West  traders,  met  them  ; 
that  fm-  traders  from  the  Assiniboine  came  to  tbom  ;  that  evea 
tbe  Hudson'a  Bay  Company  hod  penetraterl  lo  their  boi'dtire. 
The  Mftodans  Ibemselvea  journeyed  north  to  the  Aasiaibdiae 
and  carried  Indian  corn,  which  they  grew,  to  Bupert'a  Land  to 
?\oban^o  for  mercharLdiBe,  The  Matkdan  trail  can  BtiU  ba 
pointed  out  in  Manitoba. 

A   fur  trader,  Hugh   McCracken,  met   Lewis  aiitl  CUrke  at 
this  {Niiiit,  and  wc  read,  "  Tl^at  be  eet  out  on  Noveml^er  1st  on 
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hiB  letnm  to  tbe  British  forb  and  f&ctory  on  tbe  Aesiniboiofi 
Hiver,  about  one  hundred  fvnd  fifty  miZes  from  thie  pl^e-  He 
took  A  letter  from  GaptaJn  Lewi^  to  the  Nortb-'WeBt  Comp&rtyj 
encloaing  &  copy  oE  the  pasapon  groiiited  by  the  Briliah 
Ministor  in  the  United  6Utea>'' 

This  fihows  the  uiioertalnty  a«  to  the  boundary  lioe,  tbe 
leiulers  cf  ihe  «:cpi^ition  having  provided  t.hainHHlvea  with  this 
permission  in  o&«e  of  need. 

in  dealing  with  tho  Muidiins,  Captain  Lewis  gave  them 
pru^nta,  and  '*told  them  that  thay  hod  heej-d  of  the  Brittah 
Inuler,  Mr.  Lui'oohe,  li/tvlng  uttempted  to  distribute  medals 
and  flagfi  among  them  ;  Ijut  that  tihttse  einblema  could  iiob  be 
received  from  ELoy  other  than  the  Ameriovi  nation,  without 
mctirring  the  diBpleEisiire  of  thc-ir  Gre&t  Father,  '  the  Pt'esident/ 
On  December  Lab  (be  party  was  visited  by  a  trv^der,  Headersottt 
who  oatne  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compaiiy.  He  had  been 
about  ci^ht  daya  on  his  route  in  a  direction  aearly  south, 
and  brought  with  him  tobacco,  beads,  and  other  mercbaudifie 
to  Uade  for  fuT8,  and  a  few  gnna  which  were  to  he  BxchangBd 
for  horses.  On  December  ]7th  Hugh  Hari'ey  and  two  00m- 
pitniooe  niTived  at  the  oamp»  having  oome  in  six  days  from 
tho  Britiah  eatabiiahmeQt  on  the  AtiginiboinG,  with  a  Eett^ 
from  Mr.  Charles  ChaboiUez,  one  of  Lhe  Norlh-West  Compaoy, 
who.  with  much  politeoesa,  offered  to  render  us  any  eerrioe  in 
his  power." 

With  the  expedition  of  Eiewis  and  Clarke  we  have  little 
more  to  do.  It  suceessfully  crossed  from  the  sources  of  iha 
Missouri,  over  tbe  Rocky  Mountains  to  tbe  Columbia, 
desoended  it  to  the  mouth,  and  returned  by  nearly  the  sj^me 
route,  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  in  1S06. 

The  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  has  become  tbe  most 
celebrated  of  the  American  transcontinental  veotui^es.  Its 
early  presence  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Kiver  gave 
strength  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States  for  that  region ;  it 
was  virtually  &  taking  possession  of  tbe  whole  country  from 
the  MissUsippi  to  the  pEicific  Ocean  :  it  bad  a  picturesque nesii 
OAd  ftp  interest  that  appealed  to  the  national  mind,  and  tbe 
melanohcly  death  of  Captain  Lewis,  who,  in  1809,  when  the 
American  Government  refnse<l  to  fulfil  its  engagements  with 
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of  York  (Toronto),  iii  T3j>per  Canada,  by  the  explosion  of  tbe 
mAgazLDij  of  the  forb  evacuated  by  GcQeral  Shcjiile^  Piito,  ae 
leader  on  this  Mis^Lsaippi  expedition,  as  com ihild ding  ibo 
expedition  on  the  Rio  firanrle,  where  h«  wm  captvired  by  the 
Hpanioi'dB,  Eiud  us  a.  briLve  soldier,  hixa  bftodcd  clowa  fta 
bonour&ble  noino  and  foms. 


rj^jro   AVD    KKATTSO- 

The  aucceaaful  journey  of  Le^fi  and  Cliirlre,  as  well  aa  the 
som«v^hat  usefu]  expedition  of  Lieutenant  Pike,  )ed  the  United 
States  GoveiiuuGnt  to  send  in  1B23  an  expediticn  bo  the 
nortihoro  boundary  lino  4Q  deg>  N.,  which  bad  heeii  BOttleda  fe^ 
years  before.  la  charge  of  thie  was  Major  Btepheu  Q.  Long. 
He  was  aiscompanied  by  »  scientific  oorps  consisting  of  Thnmae 
Sfl>,  Eoologiet  and  antiquary ;  Samuel  Soytnour,  landaca^ 
pointer  and  designer ;  und  Wiilijun  H.  Koatin^,  mineralogLat  and 
geologist,  who  alsG  acted  as  historian  of  the  eipeditioD. 

LcaWng  Pliiladelpliia  in  ApHIt  the  company  paased  overland 
to  Prairie  du  Ghien  on  the  MissibHippi.  ascended  IhJa  rivci,  and 
goin^  np  its  brandi,  bbc  Minnosota,  rouohed  tbc  town  of 
Mendota  in  the  month  of  July,  A  weJl^knowii  Fr&nob  half- 
bread,  Joseph  Renville^  act^d  as  guide,  and  several  others 
joined  the  party  at  thia  point,  Aftei  journeying  up  the  Minne- 
sota River,  partly  by  canoe,  iind  partly  by  the  usa  of  Locbcs, 
they  I'eavhed  ii:  thirteen  days  Big  Slcne  Lako,  which  is 
oonsidereEl  to  he  tlie  source  of  the  river.  Following  up  Ujg 
bed  of  a  dried-up  Btteatu  for  three  miles,  they  found  Lake 
Trareree,  tbe  source  of  the  Bod  Biver,  and  reached  Pembina 
Village,  a  collection  of  fifty  or  sixty  log  huts  inhaHted  by  half- 
breeds,  numljerin^  al>oub  three  hundred  and  fifty.  We  have 
already  seen  how  the  North-WeBt  and  Hudson's  Bay  Companiea 
had  posts  at  thia  plaoe,  and  that  it  had  been  visited  regularly 
by  the  Qelkirk  settlei'H  as  being  in  proximity  to  th^  open  plains 
ivhere  buffalo  could  be  obloiined.  On  the  day  after  Long*a 
ojriv^  be  Baw  the  return  of  the  buffalo  hunters  from  the  chase. 
The  procession  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  liitQan  traits,  oaeb 
loailed  wiih  nbout  eij^ht  hundred  poundfi  of  the  pressed  buffalo 
meat.    There  were  three  bundi'^il  fieraorjs,  including  tho  women. 
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The  number  of  boi-sea  waa  about  two  hundred.  TTPenly 
hunloi's,  mounted  on  theii-  beet  &toede,  rods  ELbreust,  gi%'iiig  u 
salute  a,a  ibey  pjisfied  Irte  e.ucampitient  of  the  eipeditiorL- 

Odc  of  Ma,jor  Long's  objucU  m  mnkirtg  bis  journey  Was  to 
aiscettoim  tbe  point  where  tbe  parallel  of  49  de}^-  N-  crossed  tbc 
Red  KJvoi'.  For  four  daya  obflervjitiooft  were  titken  imd  a  flag- 
BtafT  planted  a  Bbort  difitariQe  south  of  the  49th  parallel-  The 
space  to  ttie  lx>undary  hna  was  meaBured  oET,  and  an  oak 
post  £xed  on  it,  having  on  the  north  ai^e  the  letters  G,  B-, 
and  on  the  south  side  U-  S^  Tbia  post  waa  kept  up  and  wan 
BBen  by  the  writer  in  187L  In  lfi79,  a  joint  axpeiJition  of 
Britiali  aod  American  engineers  took  obaervaCioaa  a^ud  fomid 
Long's  point  virtually  oon-eot.  They  surveyed  the  liac  of 
49  deg.  eastward  to  Late  of  the  Woode  and  ^vestwaj-d  to  the 
Booky  Mountains.  PoaU  were  erected  at  abort  distancea  along 
the  boundary  liuct  many  of  them  of  irout  with  the  ivords  on 
tbem,  "  Convention  of  London,  1S18/' 

His  work  at  Perabina  having  been  aooomplishedr  r^Iajor  Long 
gave  up,  on  account  of  the  low  country  to  be  passed,  the 
thought  of  following  the  boundary  Ime  eastward  to  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods.  He  sold  bis  horses  and  took  eanoes  down  th^ 
river  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  Fort  Garry,  where  he 
wa3  much  interested  in  the  northern  civilisation  us  well  as  in 
the  aettlera  who  bad  Fort  Douglas  is  their  cenli^. 

It  was  August  17th  wlien  Long'a  expedition  left  Fort 
Douglas  and  wont  down  the  Red  Eivor,  It  took  but  two  days 
10  reach  the  tncuth  oF  the  river  and  cross  Lake  Winnipeg  to 
Fort  Alexander  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wirmipej^  Ri>er,  Six  days 
more  brought  the  swift  canoe-iuen  up  the  river  to  Lake  of  the 
Woods.  At  the  falls  of  Rainy  Biver  was  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  establishment,  then  under  the  chaise  cl  fiii"  trader 
McGillivray,  Oa  the  opposite  aide  of  the  river  was  the  fort  of 
the  American  Pur  Company.  Following  the  old  route,  they 
reached  Gr&ud  Portage,  Scptemher  12lh,  and  thence  the 
expftdition  returned  to  ibe  East,  Major  Long's  oipedition  was 
n  well -conducted  and  successful  enterpriBG.  Its  niembei~s 
were  of  the  highest  respectability,  and  the  two  volumes  written 
by  SeereUry  Keating  have  the  charm  of  real  adventure  about 
theni. 
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BBLTOAMl  S    DASH. 

Wbeu  Major  Long  was  leaviag  Fort  SneUmg,  on  th« 
MiKsJsstppi,  to  go  upon  the  sTpeditJon  we  have  just  described*.; 
KD  en  a  do  hut  energBtic  and  cl^vei'  Italiiiii,  [tamed  J.  C. 
BcltTfLiiii*  asked  to  be  nllowed  i<:a  accompany  hiiu.  This  Ekspir- 
ID^  bat  wayward  man  has  loft  ua  a  book,  consJetiDg  of  loners 
Addressed  to  Madanae  k  Comteaae  Cdmpogonj,  a  lady  of  ronlr 
in  Flore&oe,  wbjch  is  very  mtoreatmg.  On  s^tarting  be  wrote : 
**  My  tirat  intcntton,  thivt  oi  going  la  aoiu'ob  of  the  real  souroe 
of  the  Mlsais3ippi,  waa  always  before  my  eyee," 

Beltrami,  while  clever^  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of 
infiaiTenLbJe  c^onceiL,  On  bbtr  jouiney  to  Dfg  Stone  Lake  and 
thence  along  the  riTcr,  in  bho  buffnio  hunts,  in  couf&tencca  with 
the  Siotiij  tha  Italiiui  adventurer  awakenod  the  resentment  of 
the  oommaDder  of  the  axpedition,  wbo  refused  to  allow  hlni  to 
accompany  bis  party  further-  This  pioved  ratiier  favourable 
to  the  purpose  of  Bdtrami,  who»  with  a  half-bi'Dcd  guide  and 
Chippewa  Indiana,  started  to  go  eastwai^d,  having  a  mule  and  a 
dog  train  as  means  of  transport,  Aft«r  a  few  days'  jonmay  tba 
guide  Left  him,  retuiiiing  with  iLe  inula  and  dog  train  to 
Pembina,  Ne^t  bis  Ifidian  guide  deserted  him,  fearing  tbe 
SJonXt  and  BoitrD,mi  wa£  loft  to  make  hiH  way  in  a  oanoe  up 
the  river  to  Red  Lake.  Inexperienced  in  the  management  of  a 
liU'cb  bark  canoe^  BeJtrumi  was  upaet,  but  he  at  lo:)gth  pro- 
ceeded along  tbe  bank  and  sbailows  of  the  river,  dragging  tbo 
canoe  with  a  tow  line  after  himj  and  arrived  in  mieerable  plight 
at  Bed  Lake. 

Ileie  be  engaged  a  guide  and  interpreter,  and  writes  that  he 
want  ''where  no  white  man  had  previously  travelled/'  Ho 
was  now  on  the  highway  lo  ranown.  He  was  taken  from  point 
to  point  on  the  many  laken  of  Northem  Minnesota,  and  aflixed 
names  to  them,  On  Au^ual  20th,  1823,  he  went  over  aev&itJ 
portages  led  by  hia  guide  to  Turtle  Lake,  which  was  to  him  <^ 
source  cf  wonder,  as  he  saw  froni  It  tJit?  flow  of  watei-3  south 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  north  to  the  Frozen  Sea,  ea^t  tn  th0 
Atlautiu,  and  west  toward  tlio  Paciiac  Ocean. 

His  own  words  are  -  '^  A  vast  platform  oroeaea  thJe  dJstin- 
gui!^led  supi-eme  elevatioup  and,  wbu.t  k  more  aatoni^^hing,  in 
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i\\&  midsb  of  it  rises  a.  I^iko-  How  i«  tbi^  lake  for'med? 
Whence  do  its  i;vaters  proceed  ?  This  Inke  b&a  no  tsHue  t  And 
my  eyes,  whiob  are  nob  deSdenl  in  slmipcess,  cannot  diacovor 
m  tbe  whole  GXtcnb  of  the  oleftreaL  and  widest  hoLJson  ^Txy  land 
which  rises  fLbove  it^  All  pUoea  ground  it  ure,  on  the  oontrBiy, 
cniiBiJerably  lower." 

BeltntniL  Chen  went  bo  examine  the  Burroundmg  connlrr, 
and  found  the  lake,  to  w^hich  he  ^\i.ytt  Iho  name  of  Lake  Juiia» 
to  he  botlomlesa,  Ttiis  lako  he  prononnces  to  be  the  source  of 
thi!  Miesmippj  River.  This  opinion  vras  published  abroad  and 
■iGOopted  by  some,  bnc  kber  explorations  proved  hici  to  be  wrortg- 
A  small  lake  to  the  soutb-wcstt  aitcrw^trds  found  to  bo  the  true 
soiu-oe,  wae  described  to  him  by  his  i^ds  aa  Lac  La  Blche, 
and  be  plaoed  thia  on  his  chart  as  '*  Doe  LnVe,"  the  west  acnirce 
of  the  MiHsisBippi.  It  is  a  curioua  fact  that  LaKo  Julift  waa 
the  sfrtne  lake  surveyed  twenty-tivc  years  before  by  astronomer 
Thompson, 

After  further  BiplorationB^  Beltrami  returned  to  Fort  Snelling, 
DCar  St.  PauU  Minn,,  being  clothed  in  Indian  gHnnentaj  wibb  a 
piece  of  bark  fov  a  hat. 

The  intrepid  explorer  found  his  way  to  Now  Orleans,  whofe 
be  pTibliBhed  **  tia  D+'couverte  den  SouirieB  du  MisflTssippi." 
Tbouifb  the  work  was  eriticized  with  some  severity,  yet 
Beltrajni,  on  his  amviJ  at  London  in  l€27i  published  "A 
Pil^mna^e  in  Europe  and  America  "  in  two  volumeftj  whioh 
sire  the  source  of  onr  information,  Tlie  county  in  Minnesota, 
which  includea  both  Juha  and  Doc  Lakes,  is  appropriately 
called  Beltrami  Couuty, 


CASH   ASO   W^HOOLCBAFT. 

LewTS  Cass,  of  New  Hampsbii'e,  was  appointed  Governor  of 
Michigan  in  1813.  Six  y^ar^  nfti^r  thiH  he  Ji/idressed  the 
Bdoretftry  of  War  in  Washington,  proposing  t\i.\  expedition  In 
and  through  Lake  Superior,  and  to  the  sources  of  the  Mis^- 
Mppi.  It  WIL0  pLanuGd  for  an  examination  of  the  principal 
feaiures  of  the  Norlh-West,  tributary-  to  Lake  Superior  and  the 
Misaissippi  River.  This  was  sanctioned  In  1B20>  and  the 
Gxpedibon  embarked  in  M.-\y  of  tbnt  3'Cai-  at  Detroit,  Michigan, 
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Henry  Schoolcraft    being    nun&mlogifit   4nd  Captain   Dh    B> 

The  expedition^  ^%gx  much  contrttry  weather,  reacbdd  Sault 
Sbe.  Marie )  and  ihe  Governor*  after  much  dlfficulb^,  here 
negotiated  a  treaty  vvith  tbe  lodJans,  Going  by  vray  of  the 
Fond  du  Lnc.  tho  party  ontor^  tho  St,  Louia  Biv^r,  and  mado 
a  titeBome  poi'tage  to  Bandy  Lahe  atatioD.  This  fur-trading 
post  ibe  party  left  in  July,  iLiiJ  aset^nded  the  Upper  Mit^ausippi 
to  the  Upper  Cedj^r  Lake*  the  najjie  of  fs'hich  was  cbangod  to 
Lrike  Casainai  and  ^terwardfi  Ctida  Lake,  From  tbe  Indiane 
GoTflfnor  Cjiss  karued  that  Lac  La  Biche — some  fifty  miles 
furlber  on — wu.h  tbe  tine  aonrce  of  tbe  river,  but  be  wae 
deterred  by  tbeii-  accounts  of  tbo  Lownes6  of  the  vvaier  and 
tbo  herooaoEis  of  tbo  ouiTt^t  from  ii,ttoinpting  tho  jouxney  any 
further.  The  expedition  in^lDi-ioaaly  retired  from  the  project, 
going  down  to  St-  Anthony  FnUrs,  asoendlng  the  V/i&oon&m 
Btver,  and  tbence  down  Fox  Hirer.  Tbe  Governor  bim^If  in 
September  arrived  in  Detroit,  having  oroseed  the  Southern 
FeninHula  of  Nfiehigan  on  horBel^ack. 

Hon.  J,  W.  Brown  says :  "  Wlmn  Governor  Cass  abandooed 
his  purpoiie  to  aecend  the  Mi^ais&ippi  to  ita  eonrce,  he  was 
within  an  easy  diatanoai  compai^tiyely  Epeabing}  of  the  goal 
Bought  for.  Lass  timidity  had  often  been  displayed  in  oanoe 
voyages,  even  in  the  face  of  low  water,  and  an  O-z-a-wjn-dib  cr 
a  Keg- wed -fb-a&g,  Indian  guidee,  would  have  easily  won  tbo 
battle  of  the  day  for  Governor  Cas»." 


aCHOOLCRAPT   AT   LENCTH    SUCCBEDS. 

Henry  Bowe  Schoolcraft,  of  good  family,  was  bom  in  New 
Tork  Stiite,  and  was  educated  in  that  State  and  in  Vermont. 
His  first  expedition  was  in  compjiny  with  De  Witt  Clinton  in  a 
jouTJiey  to  MisBOUTL  and  Arkunsau.  On  hla  return  he  publlahed 
two  treatisoB  which  gave  him  aome  raputatioQ  aa  »n  aicplorcr 
and  scientist-  We  have  already  spoken  of  the  part  taken  by 
bim  in  the  eKpedition  of  Governor  Cass,  He  receivad  after 
this  the  appointment  of  '"  Supeiinleiidcnt  of  lodian  AEfaLi~H  *'  at 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and  to  this  we  ai-G  indebted  For  the  treasury 
of  Indian  lore  published  id  fom-  large  quarto  volumoB,  Irom 
whiob  Longfellow  obtained  big  tale  of  "  Hiawatha/" 
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In  1830  Schoolcraft  voooivod  ordecs  from  WaaUington, 
ostensibly  for  conforeiioc  with  Uio  Indian?,  but  in  r^^olitj 
to  determine  the  source  of  the  Mississippi.  The  Rev,  W.  T. 
Boutwell,  repreRCQbing  &  Doard  of  Mi^sioiiSr  jLccampaaied  the 
c^ipedition. 

Lag  La  Bichc  was  already  knowa  to  exist,  and  to  tbia 
Schoolcraft  pointed  his  expedition.  On  theu^  journey  outward 
Schoolcraft  suddenly  one  day  asked  Boutwell  the  Greek  and 
Lntin  names  fgr  the  headwfttcra  or  tnie  soiiruc  of  &  river.  Mr, 
Boutv^oll  could  not  reoall  the  Greek,  but  gare  the  two  Labm 
woMa — terffaj  (truth)  and  Ci^it  (head).  These  were  written 
on  a  slip  of  pS'pcr,  and  Mr.  Scbooloraft  iitruck  out  the  first  &nd 
last  three  letters,  and  announced  to  Boutwell  that  "  Itoacrv 
sbaU  be  the  name/'  It  la  true  that  Schoolcra£t  wrote  &  stanzEt 
in  which  he  eaya,  "  Ryfjur  Tu,hcel  ahed,"  aeamingly  referring  to 
an  Indian  maiden,  Boutwell,  however,  always  maintained  his 
aboryof  the  name,  and  this  is  supported  by  I  he  fact  that  the 
word  was  never  heard  in  the  Ojibeway  mjthology. 

The  party  followed  the  same  route  iia  that  taken  hy 
Governor  CaiiS  oii  Ills  journey,  reaching  Cass  Lake  on 
July  10th,  1832.  Taking  the  adnce  of  Oaawinder.  a  Chippewa 
Indian,  they  followed  up  their  journey  in  birch  horii  canoes, 
went  up  the  smaller  fork  of  the  Miadsaippt.  and  then  hy 
portage  reached  the  eastern  eitremity  of  La  Bicbe  or  Itow^a 
Lake- 

The  party  landed  on  the  island  in  the  lake  whioh  has  since 
boon  known  as  Schoolooft  Island,  and  here  raised  their  fiaj^. 
After  exploring  the  ahorea  of  Lhe  lake,  he  retui-ccd  to  Cass 
Lake,  and,  full  of  prido  of  his  dl^corer^.  jonmeyod  homo  to 
Sault  Ste.  Marifl.  On  the  map  drawn  to  illufltrato  School- 
croft's  inland  journey  ocoiirSj  besitlp  the  lake  of  Ins  diHcOTery, 
the  legem),  "  ItAsca  Lake,  the  Eource  of  the  MiHsissippi  River ; 
length  from  Gulf  of  Mexico*  3160  miles^  elevation,  1500  ft.. 
Reached  July  I3th,  1332.  " 


CHAPTER   XXXrV. 

FAUOUB   JOURNEYS    IN    HUPBBT's   LAND. 

FascinatioQ  of  an  unknown  land — Atlvonture,  Bcience,  or  gain— 
Lieutenant  Lefro^'a  magnetjo  aurve}' — Hudoon^B  Bfty  Compuiy 
HSiiata — Winters  at  Fort  Ghipewyan— Firat  scientific  visit  to 
Peace  River — Notoa  loat — Not  "grfttuitoufl  canoe  convejanc*" 
—Captain  PalHser  nnd  Lieutenant  Hector — Joumej  tbrough 
Rapert^s  Land — Rocky  Mountain  paBses — On  to  the  C4>avt — A 
successful  expedition— Hind  and  Daweon— To  epy  out  the  land 
for  Canada — The  fertile  belt — Hind'a  deflcription  good— Milton 
.  and  Cheadle— Winter  on  the  Saskatchewfln—Refteh  Pacific  Ocean 
in  a  pitiable  condition — Captain  Butler — The  horse  Blackie  and 
dog  "Cerf  Vola "^Fioming  and  Grant — "Ocean  to  ocean" — 
"  &nd  fitted  for  a  healthy  and  hardy  race  "—Wagon  road  KQd 
railway. 

Thb  vast  ^ea  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  adjoining  Indian  terri- 
tories have  always  had  a  fascination  for  the  British  imagina^ 
Uon  ;  and  not  alone  its  wide  extrent^  but  its  bei^ig  a  fur  traders' 
Paradise,  and  in  consequence  largely  a  "  terra  incognita,"  has 
led  adventurouB  apiriU  to  desire  to  explore  it^ 

Just  aa  Sir  John  Mandeville's  expedition  to  the  nnknown 
regions  of  Asia  in  the  fourteenth  eeutury  has  appealed  to  tho 
hardy  and  brave  sons  of  Britain  from  that  early  day ;  and  in 
later  times  the  famous  ride  of  Colonel  Bumaby  to  Khiva  in  our 
own  generation  has  led  Central  Asia  to  be  viewed  as  a  land 
of  mystery ;  so  the  plains  of  Rupert's  Land,  with  the  reputed 
ChiDese  wall  thrown  round  them  by  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Com^ 
pany'B  monopoly,  have  been  a  favourite  resort  for  the  traveller, 
the  mighty  hunter,  and  the  eoientist. 

It  Je  true  no  suoceeding  records  of  adventure  can  have  the 
interest  for  us  that  gathers  around  those  of  the  intrepid  Veran- 
drye,  the  mysterious  Hearne,  or  the  heroic  Alexander  Mackenzie. 
whose  journeys  we  have  already  described,  yet  many  dar 
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adverrlurerG  who  have  gone  on  soientific  or  esploratory  «3:pedi- 
lions.  or  who  have  travelled  the  wiflo  expanse  for  sport  or  for 
mere  ciiriosity,  may  claim  oqj'  att^ulioD. 

LBPftOV's    MAGKfiTIC    EUBVET. 

The  discoverj  of  the  magnetic  pole  by  Sir  John  Bo&».  and  the 
eontinued  kiterast  in  the  problems  eonaeoleii  with  the  Aretie 
Sea,  the  romatiee  of  the  North  land,  imd  the  dream  of  a  North- 
West  PassHge,  led  to  the  desire  Lo  h^ve  n  seientifio  tinrvey  of 
the  wide  expanse  of  Hupert'a  Land.  The  matter  \vftB  brought 
to  the  not:oe  of  tho  Royal  Society  by  Horjorj  afDcrwarda 
General  Sir  Edward  Sahine,  a  noted  student  of  mix^etiani. 
Sir  John  HeiBcbell,  the  leading  light  on  theaubjecL  of  pbyetcSj 
succeeded  in  iaduoing  the  Booiety  to  pronounce  a  favour- 
able opinion  on  the  project,  and  the  strong  infliiencd  of 
ihe  Royal  Society,  under  ihe  presidency  cf  the  Marquis  of 
Northampton,  induced  the  Lords  of  the  Treaaury  to  nieeL  the 
estimated  expenses,  nine  hundred  £<nd  ten  pounda,  with  the 
nnderatanding  that,  UB  stated  by  the  Preaident,  ^ratnitous  oanoe 
conveyance  would  be  provided  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
in  the  Iperribories  belonging  to  them. 

Lientonant,  aftcrwakrde  General  Sir  Henry  Lefroy,  a  yoimg 
aniUery  officer,  was  aeJeolod  togo upon Iho  journey.  A  circular 
letter  wan  wnt  to  the  Hudson's  Bny  Company  posts  by  Governor 
Simpson,  dlxecting  th^ib  eveiy  assistance  should  he  ^ven  to 
the  BUrreyH  Lefroy,  having  wintered  in  MoDtreal,  was  given 
a  poseage  on  May  1st,  1842,  on  the  canoes  for  the  North- 
WsBt-  PaBsing  up  the  Ottawa  and  along  tbo  fur  traders* 
route,  he  soon  reji.o]ied  Bauii  St-e-  Marie  and  Fort  William  ; 
magnetic  obBcrvntionSp  accurate  obserrabions  of  latitude  and 
longitude  being  made  at  the  Hudson's  Say  Company  [josta 
along  the  route^  Kaliabeka  Falls  and  the  viirioua  points  along 
the  Kaministiqiiia  route  were  e:Gamined,  and  exchanging  the 
"  oanob  de  maltre  "  for  the  "  caaot  de  Nord,"  by  way  of  Iiake 
of  the  Woodft  and  Lake  Winnipeg,  the  observer  arrived  nt  Fort 
Garry  on  June  20tb,  having  found  Sir  George  Simp.^on  at 
Lower  Fort  Garry. 

After  a  close  examination  of  the  Bed  River  Valley  and  some 
""ological  obtitrvationB   on  the   west  «ide  of  Lake  Winnipeg* 
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Lefroy  iDfltdQ  tiis  way  bo  Norway  Houeei  and  tben  by  the  wibt«r 
Qonraos,  four  hundred  milea,  to  York  Faotory,  Having  dt>no 
ffood  work  on  the  Bay,  hs  made  the  return  journey  to  Norway 
House,  and  on  Ati^ab  2^ud,  Cumberland  Houae  on  the  Saakat- 
chev\;Lo  was  gained,  Here  he  adopted  the  latitude  nud  longi- 
tude token  by  Fritnklm'a  hs'O  lund  oxpoditions,  and  bcrc  tt>ok 
scTOTi  Indep^niont  obserriitiona  of  v&H&tJon  &nd  dip  of  th« 
magnetic  nccdk. 

Now  striking  energetically  northward,  and  stopping  long 
DDough  at  iho  poete  to  taks  the  neodGflary  obsorvatiooe,  Iho 
explorer  Arrived  al  Fort  Chipewyan  on  September  93rd,  U 
was  twelve  yeitrs  since  the  dwellera  on  Tjitke  Alhubftsca  hnd 
been  rlsited  by  any  traveller  from  the  south,  and  Lefroy's 
voyageurs,  as  Ihoy  completed  their  three  thousand  miles  of 
journey,  decked  out  in  their  best  apparel,  made  tbd  oohoea  of 
the  lake  rescuml  with  their  ^a)'  chnuBons,  Ijefroy  wirlered  in 
the  fort,  where  the  winter  mouths  were  enjoyed  in  tUe  well- 
fieleoted  library  of  the  Compaoy  and  the  new  espetienoes  of  the 
fur  trader's  lifo,  while  his  voyageiii-s  went  away  to  support 
themselves  at  a  fishing  sliation  on  the  lake. 

The  aummer  of  1343  was  spent  in  a  round  of  thirtdon 
Jiuodred  and  forty  miles,  ffoin^  from  Lake  Athabasoa.  up  Uie 
PoaOD  River  to  Fort  Dunvegui],  then  by  wuy  ol  Lower  Slave 
Lake  to  Edmonton,  and  down  the  Sa^katohewnn  to  Comber- 
liiud^  Lefroy  clauns  that  do  soienti6o  traveller  bad  visited  the 
Peace  Bivcr  sidcc  the  time  of  Aleaand^r  Maokcnziei  fifty-five 
yeai*a  before.  Unfortunately,  Lefroy's  notes  of  Ihis  journey 
and  some  of  his  best  obsai'^'atinns  were  lost  in  hia  return 
thiough  thfl  United  States,  and  could  not  be  replaced. 

Iq  Marohr  1814,  Lieutenant  Lefroy  left  Lake  Atbabaaoa,  R»nd 
ti~ave11edon  300 w  shoes  to  Fort  Resolution  on  Great  Slave  Lak^, 
and  thence  to  Fort  Simpson,  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
having  his  instruments  for  obsei"vat;on  borne  on  dog  sleda. 
This  journey  was  madu  in  nineteen  days.  Wailing  at  the  Port 
till  May,  ho  accomplished  the  descent  of  the  MackenKte  River 
after  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  and  reached  Fort  Good  Hope. 
The  return  journey  to  Fort  Resolution  was  made  at  a  very 
rapid  raCi3,  and  the  route  thence  to  Lake  Abbcbbasca  waa 
followed.    The  diarj-  ends  June  30th,  1841. 
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At  the  close  of  tfie  expedition  eonio  miauDderstanding  aro&e 
OS  to  ihe  settlemGDl  of  the  aooounts.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
piny  hiMl  promJHed  to  give  ■* grfttuitous  Qinoe  conveyance" 
The  origiaal  plan  of  the  joaniey  was,  bowevet,  much  chartged. 
and  LiQotonant  Lefroy  was  g,  muob  greoiber  expenoo  to  the 
Company  thaji  had  been  expected,  A  bill  of  upn&rda  of  twelve 
hnndreii  ponnds  was  rendered  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
to  the  Boyal  Bociety.  Aftor  oerlaiu  eiplarmtlona  and  na^tia- 
tiona  a  conipromise  cf  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  was 
agreed  on,  and  this  waa  paid  by  the  Treasury  Department  to 
the  Company, 

The  work  done  by  Lieutenant  Lofrcy  wna  of  the  mont 
accurate  and  valuabJe  kind-  Hia  name  i»  rememherod  dq  tbat 
of  one  of  the  most  truetworlby  of  the  explorers  of  the  plains  of 
Rupert's  Land  and  the  North,  nnd  is  oommemorated  by  Fort 
Lefroy  in  the  Bocky  Mountains,  It  is  true  his  evidence, 
recorded  in  the  Blue  Book  of  IBdTj^as  somewhat  dlHappointing, 
but  hie  en-ora  were  those  of  judgment,  not  of  prejudice  or 
intention. 


PAI-LiaBS   AND    HBCTOB. 

The  approaeh  of  the  time  when  the  twenty-one  years'  lease 
of  the  Indian  territones  granted  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  to 
(ho  Hudson's  Bay  Company  waa  drawing  near  a  cloee  in  l85Ti 
when  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  met  in 
February  of  this  yem-  to  consider  the  matter-  A  vast  mass  of 
evidence  was  taken,  and  the  conaideratioxi  of  the  Btue  Book 
OOntaining  thih  will  afford  us  material  for  a  very  interesting 
chapter.  The  interest  in  the  matter,  and  the  necoBsity  for 
obtaining  expert  infornijiliou,  ied  the  Impeiial  Government  bo 
organize  an  expedition  under  Captain  John  Fallieer,  B.N.A., 
of  the  Hoyal  Engineors.  With  Captain  Pallieer,  who  was  to 
up  the  Canadian  lakes  to  the  interior,  was  aaiociated 
mtenant  Blakii^Lon*  R.N.,  who  received  orders  to  proceed  by 
ship  to  York  Factory  and  meet  the  main  expedition  at  some 
point  in  Rupert's  Land.  The  geologist  of  the  expedition  was 
Jamejg  Hector,  \i  D.  (Edin.).  J,  W.  Sullivan  was  secretary  and 
U.  K,  Bourgeau.  bolanisL 
After  the  uatial  ineidenta  of  an  ocean  voyage,  some  difliculty 
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with  tlie  Customs  authorities  in  New  York  arose  as  to  the  eDbiy 

of  BBtrODCmicnJ  instrumeulB,  which  wu  h&ppily  overcome,  and 
altar  ft  long  journey  by  way  of  Detroit,  Bault  Btc.  Marie  wa« 
reached,  where  Palliaer  fourd  two  biroh  bfick  oonoes  and 
fiiKtBmi  voyageura  awH,)Ung  him,  as  pixiviclef]  hy  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company^  Sir  George  Simpson  haij  Utely  paaaed  this 
point-  JoumE^yiof^  alonj;  tha  fm-  traders'  route,  tUa  Qxph>tvi<a 
found  themselv6B  expected  at  Fort  Francae  on  Bainy  River, 

Here  a  deputation  of  Indiana  waited  upon  thezn.  and  the  old 
chief  discoursed  tkua  :  "I  do  not  aak  for  preaentei  fJthough  I 
am  poor  and  my  people  are  hungry,  bnt  I  know  you  hav© 
oome  straight  from  the  GrL»at  Coiintiy,  end  we  know  thut  no 
men  from  that  country  ever  came  to  us  and  lied.  I  want  you 
bo  declare  to  us  tnithfulty  what  tho  Great  Queen  of  vour 
oountry  intends  to  do  to  ue  when  she  will  take  the  eountrj 
from  the  fur  company's  people.  AM  ai^nnd  me  I  saa  tbft 
smoke  of  the  white  men  to  rise.  The  '  Long  Knives  '  (ilio 
Americana]  aro  trading  with  our  neighbours  for  their  lands  and 
they  are  cheating  them  and  deceiving  tham,  Now,  we  will 
not  BdU  DOT  part  with  our  fands/' 

Having  reach*id  Port  Garry,  CBptttIn  Palliser  divided  hilt 
party,  sending  one  section  west,  and  himself  going  south  to  tht» 
boundary  lino  with  the  otbt*r.  Going  west  from  Pembina, 
Palliser  reached  the  French  half-hraad  settlement  of  St,  nlncieph 
(St,  Jo.),  and  soma  days  aftsrwaids  Turtle  Mountain.  Tlienco 
he  hurried  across  country  to  Fort  ElUce  to  meet  the  other 
portion  of  his  expedition. 

While  the  tired  horses  rested  here  he  made  an  eieorsion  of 
a  notable  kind  to  the  South-Wesb.  This  was  to  the  *'  Bochea 
Poroees"  on  Iho  Souris  Biver,  Thia  is  a  fanious  spot,  not«d 
for  the  presence  of  Tertiary  eandatone  exposures^  which  havd 
weathered  into  the  most  fantastic  shapes,  ll  is  a  sacred  spot  of 
the  Indiana.  Here,  aa  at  the  "Bed  Pipestone  QuiUT>',"  du- 
soribed  by  Longfellow,  ond  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
milaadiatam from il, Sioux,  Afifliniboines, and  Crcesmeetin  peace. 
Thou|^)i  war  may  prevail  elsewliere,  this  spot  is  hy  tnutuftl 
agreement  kept  aa  noatral.  At  this  poiut  Palli^r  saw  a  great 
camp  of  Aasinibcinca. 
BeturnJDg  1ro(n  this  Gide  exonrGioTi,  the  Captain  roaum^  his 
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corumand,  and  having  obtained  MoSay,  the  Hudson"*  Bay 
Company  officer  at  Port  EUlce,  witb  Governor  Chriatie'a 
permiasioD.  aet  off  by  way  of  Qu'Appelle  Lakes  for  tba  elbcrw 
of  (be  Ba^katohewan. 

On  the  South  Saskatchewan  PilUs&r  came  to  tbe  "  h&art  of 
the  buffalo  country."  The  whole  region  aa  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach  was  covered  with  buffalo  Jo  bantla  raryiag  from 
handreda  to  thouBanda-  So  rust  were  the  herds,  that  he  bcgnn 
to  have  Berious  apprehenaions  lor  his  horaea,  aa  *'  the  grass  was 
eaten  to  the  earth,  as  rfthe  place  hnd  been  de?AStated  liyloouBLs." 

Croeabg  the  3[iskatche\vaii  the  e?tploreis  wont  northward  to 
Fort  Carlton  on  tho  north  branoli,  where  tho  party  wintered 
whilo  Captain  PaUieer  teturned  to  Catioda,  paying  65Z.  to  a 
Bed  River  trader  to  drive  him  five  hundred  and  twenty  oiil&a 
fram  Fort  Garry  to  Crow  TiVing,  tbe  nearest  Minnesota  settle- 
incut.  PaUiaor's  horae,  for  whieb  he  had  bargained,  was 
killed  at  Pembina,  and  ho  walked  the  four  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  of  the  journey,  which  was  miLde  with  pjiinful  slowne^^ 
by  tho  atruggliog  horsc-a  mid  fileda  of  the  trader!^. 

In  June  of  the  foUovvir\g  yeai"  Palliser  left  Port  Carlton, 
part  of  hia  command  going  to  the  Ked  Deer  Biveri  the  other 
part  to  risit  Fort  Pitt  and  Tr^monton  Houae.  From  Rdtronton 
tbe  ejiplorer  reports  that  during  tbe  samiuer,  his  men  had 
enooeeded  in  finding  a  pnas  through  the  Rocky  Mountains,  ono 
not  only  practicable  for  horses,  but  which,  with  but  Uttld 
expense,  oould  be  rendered  available  for  oarls  alfto. 

He  ftlso  states  the  passes  disoovered  hy  him  bo  be  : — 

(1)  Kananaakia  Pass  and  Vermilion  Pas*  i 

(2)  Lake  Pass  and  Boav<?r  Foot  Paas ; 

(3)  Little  Fork  Pass  ; 

(4)  Kicking  ITorae  Pass — aix  in  all,  which,  with  the  North 
Kootenny  (on  Britiah  territory')-  niake  up  aeven  known  passes. 

Having  wintorod  at  Edmonton,  be  eatiatied  himself  that  this 
region  so  far  north  and  west  is  a  good  agrjcultnral  region,  thai 
tbe  Saskatohewan  re^oa  compares  favourably  with  that  of  tho 
Red  Rircr  Valley,  that  the  Tvie  of  the  country  should  be  ^iveu 
over  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  general  Govern- 
ment,  and  th^t  a  railway  could  be  built  uaaily  from  the  Red 
River  bo  the  eastern  foot  of  (be  Rocky  Mountaons. 
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Ordora  having  reaohed  Fallisor  to  prooeed,  he  undertook,  ia 
the  summo- af  1869^  x  journey  iLcrosa  the  Hoczky  Mounia-iiiti, 
foilowiEig  in  purb  Uie  old  Huilson'a  Ba.y  Company  trtLil-  On 
St-  Andrew's  D&y,  the  party  arrived  at  the  Hudsc)^'^  B&y  poet 
at  Vancouver  on  iho  Columbia,  and  was  welcomed  by  Mr» 
GrabQm,  the  officer  to  ch:irge. 

Taking  stE*ujrt8r  down  the  Goluiiihia  with  his  aBHistnnt 
Sull]vu.o,  CaptuiLi  Palliser  ^vent  to  Victoria,  a  Iludaon's  Bay 
Company  eataLIiahment  on  Vftacouver  laJtind,  wUithcr  xhcy 
'were  EoUowfid  hy  Dr.  Heetor.  Journeying  aouth-weet  ta  San 
Francigco,  he  returned,  tiA  lathmus  of  Panamn.,  to  New  York 
and  England, 

The  expedition  was  one  of  the  best  organised,  beat  taannged. 
and  moet  &uocees£ul  that  visited  Rupert's  Land,  The  report  i& 
a  BanHihle,  well'balanced,  minute,  and  relj&ble  aceouDt  oF  bhe 
country  pftsaed  ovei-. 

HIND    AND    DAWB0N8   EXPLOBATICN. 

lu  the  same  year  that  Palllaer'a  expedition  was  despatched 

by  the  British  Goveruinent  to  examine  the  resom^oes  and 
characterisr^icB  of  Bupert'B  Land,  a  p^riy  was  sent  by  the 
Canadian  Government  with  similar  ends  in  view,  but  more 
eHpecutlly  to  exaniiue  l>he  routes  and  nienjis  oF  Jiicceas  by  whieh 
the  prairies  oE  bhe  North- Weat  might  be  reached  from  Xiftka 
Superior. 

The  staff  of  the  party  was  as  follows  ;  George  Glftdman, 
director;  Profeseoi  Heury  Youle  Hind,  geologist;  W,  R-  E, 
Napier,  engiaeer ;  S.  J-  Baw3on,  anrveyoi.  These,  along  with 
several  foremen,  twelve  Caughnawoga  Iroquois,  from  tidar 
Lachine,  and  twelve  Ojibeway  Indiana  fron^  Fort  William, 
made  up  a  stirring  canoe  party  of  fori^y-four  pemoiis^ 

In  July,  1857,  the  expeditiou  left  Toronto,  went  by  Uuil 
to  CoUingwood  on  Lake  Huron,  embarked  there  on  the 
steamer  CiMhujMMiad,  and  paHHing  by  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  i^aoh&d 
on  August  l&t  Fort  Wilham  at  the  moutih  of  the  KHministiquia, 
Mr.  Jolin  McIntCi  the  officer  of  the  Hudson^s  Bay  Company 
in  charge  oi  Fort  WiUiamr  has  given  to  the  writer  an  ucoouQt 
of  the  arrival  of  the  party  thei'e  with  their  great  supply  oanodB* 
tiading  outiitr,  and  appatatu^,  piled  up  high  oa  the  steamer'a 
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ileok — a.  great  contrast  to  the  acaT\t>'  liuE  ]>ml>ably  more  eflicienl 
means  of  tranapoit  ft>unct  oi]  ri  Etudaon's  Ba>' CompLiuy  tnulin^^ 
joun^oy.  The  pai-ty  in  due  time  wont  fni-ward  over  the  usuol  fur 
trflders'  routa,  which  we  havo  so  ofton  descnbed,  &nd  nrrJved  nt 
Fort  Garry  early  in  Septemher. 

Aa  the  object  of  tha  expedition  ivitrs  tu  apy  out  the  laad. 
the  Eod  River  BetUemeut,  now  p-rown  to  oonsidorablo  size, 
afforded  the  explorere  tin  intie3<estin^  field  foi-  study.  Simple 
though  the  oomliliou?  of  life  weru,  yet  the  fact  thiit  si:*  or  seven 
thousands  cf  human  beings  were  gaming  a  livelihood  and 
were  poaseesed  of  n  number  of  the  amenities  of  life,  m[ule 
its  impreBfl  on  the  visiiora,  and  Hind's  chcLptera  VJ-  to  X^  of 
his  first  volume  are  taken  up  with  a  general  Accounii  of 
the  settlement,  the  banks  of  the  Bed  Biver.  statistics 
of  population,  adminiatration  of  justice,  trade,  oocupationa 
of  the  people,  mUsionB,  education,  and  a^toirlture  at  Red 
River. 

HavtDg  arrived  at  the  settlement,  the  leaders  devifted  plana 
for  overtaking  their  work.  The  approach  of  wmter  made  it 
impoeaible  to  plan  espediliona  over  the  plains  to  any  profit. 
Ur.  Gladman  returned  by  oanoe  (o  Lake  Superior  early  in 
Septeniber,  N«pier  and  his  aasietaots  took  up  their  abode 
among  the  better  olaes  of  English -speaking  half- breeds 
hetween  the  upper  and  lower  forts  on  the  banks  of  the  Rf.'d 
Biver.  Mr.  Dhhsoii  found  shelter  amoag  bis  Boman  Guthaiio 
oo-reUgiouiets  half  a  mile  from  Fort  Garry.  He  and  bifl 
pofty  were  to  he  engaged  during  the  winter  between  Rod  Hiver 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  along  the  route  afterwards  called 
the  Dawson  Rosd.  while  Hind  followed  hn  party  up  the  western 
bank  of  Red  Rker  to  Pembina,  and  hia  own  account  is  that 
there  wae  of  (hem  '*  all  told^  five  gentlemeo,  five  halfhreeda, 
■ix  saddle  horses,  and  fire  carte,  to  which  were  respeotivety 
attached  four  poor  horses  and  one  i^frnotoiy  mule.'* 

This  party  wis  returning  to  Canada,  goin^  by  way  of  Crow 
Wing,  Ibence  by  siege  coach  to  St.  Paul,  on  the  Missiesippi, 
then  by  rail  unbroken  to  Toronto,  which  was  reached  after  ac 
absence  of  three  and  a  half  months. 

The  next  season  Hind  wae  placed  in  chaigc  of  the  expedition 
and  with  iiew  a^cistanta  went   up   the  lakca  m  May,  leading 
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Ihem  by  (lie  lotig-dceerted  route  of  Grand  Portage  instep  uf 
by  KsjmnJstiqma,.  The  joorney  from  Lake  Superior  to  Foi-t 
Garty  wiw  made  in  about  iwenty-one  days.  On  their  arrival  \\% 
Bed  Biver  bht  p&rty  found  thai  Mr.  Dawson  h&d  gone  on  aa 
exploring  tear  to  tbe  SaBkatchewan.  Having  orgaoued  bifl 
expedition  Hind  dow  wont  up  tbe  Assituboine  to  Fort  EUics. 
The  Qu'Appelle  V'llloy  was  then  explored,  and  the  late  reached 
from  whitib  two  slrHainlals  dow»  cue  into  the  Qu'Appella  and 
tliouoQ  lo  the  Assinibfjinet  the  otrber  into  the  Saakabcho wan . 
I>CBCGiid]iig  the  SaRkatcbe^^an,  at  the  mouth  of  nhiob  Uie 
Gi'and  Bapida  impre^Eed  the  piiity.  they  mode  tbe  journey 
theuce  up  Lake  Winnipeg  and  Bed  Biv^  to  tbe  place  of 
dcportm'd.  Tbe  tour  woiS  a  moat  intcreating  one*  having 
occupied  nil  tbo  eunuuer.  Hind  waB  a  olo&e  obeerver,  wad 
mofit  skilful  in  woiklug  with  the  Hud^n's  Bay  Company 
and  its  oCBct'rti.  aud  he  i^aiited  an  QKoeilenl  view  of  the  moat 
fettile  parts  of  tbe  counti-y^  Hla  esticnate  of  it  on  the  wbole  hiia 
been  wonderfully  bom©  out  by  eueceeding  years  of  oipenenoo 
iind  investigation. 


UlI-TON    A>J0    CasADLB. 

Tlie  world  at  large,  after  Hind's  expedition  and  the  publioa- 
tion  of  his  iutereating  obsoryaUons,  began  to  know  more  of  tho 
fur  traders'  land  and  showed  more  intei'oflt  ia  it.  In  the 
years  succeeding  Hind's  eipedition  a  numlier  of  snterpriaing 
CAUttdiflns  i"eached  Fort  Garry  by  way  of  St.  Paul,  Uiuo.,  and 
took  up  their  abode  in  the  country.  A  daring  baod  of  nearly 
200  Canadians,  djuwn  hy  the  gold  fever,  £tui-ted  la  1862,  on 
an  overland  journey  to  Cariboo ;  but  muny  of  them  perished 
by  the  way.  Three  other  well 'known  expeditions  deaerve 
notice. 

The  firet  of  thea&  was  in  1862  by  Viscount  Uilton  and  Dr. 
Cheadle.  Coming  from  Englnnd  by  way  of  Minnesota  to 
Port  Oarryt  they  stopped  at  Bed  Biver  neltlemeiit,  and  by 
conveyance  croHsed  the  priiiriefl  in  their  first  aeason  as  for  as 
Fort  Chiton  on  the  North  Saakatcbewan,  aud  winlert^d  tber«. 
The  season  waa  enjoyable,  and  in  spring  the  eiplorera  ascended 
tbo  Sftukatthewan  lo  Kdioonton,  and  then,  by  way  of  the  Tallow 
Heiid   PasB,   ci-osscd   the    Rocky   JIounLains.      Their   deaooiit 
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down  the  Thompson  Bivei:  wae  «  mosl  difficult  oae,  Tho 
e^plot^era  were  nearly  lofit  through  atarvtiHtioD^  aod  on 
their  lurival  by  way  ol  FiTLder  Elver  a^b  Viotoria  thoir 
ftjjpearftjuw  was  moflt  dietreaaing  B.nd  their  oordition  most 
pitiable,  A  few  yeara  agt),  in  company  witli  a  party  of  mamberB 
of  the  British  Associfttioc,  Dr,  Cbeodle  viaited  Winnipag,  luid 
ftt  a  bftnqnet  in  the  oity  ^ipri^esed  to  tfa«  writer  his  surprise 
that  the  former  ntate  of  scarcity  of  food  even  on  Bed  River  had 
hcen  BO  changed  into  the  evident  plenty  "whicb  Manitoba 
now  enjoya.  Milton  and  Cheadle'a  "The  North-West  Passage 
hy  Land  *'  is  a  moat  enjoyjkble  book. 

CAPTAIN   BUTLER, 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  1870,  when  Bod  River 
settlement  was  under  the  hand  ol  lije  rebel  Louis  Ei&I,  a  tail, 
di^tinguj^^ed-looliing  elmnger  descended  the  Et?d  River  in  the 
sleanier  l7iUTnaiiciia.L  News  bud  been  aenb  by  a  oonrier  on 
horaoback  to  the  rebel  chief  thai  a  dangdroua  stranger  was 
approaching.  The  atalwiu't  IriE^h  visitor  was  Captain  W,  F. 
Butler,  of  H.  M,  66tb  regiment  of  foot.  Aa  the  InUrnaiiotuU 
neared  Fort  Garry,  Butler,  with  a  vvelMcnown  i-eeident  of  Had 
River  aetUement,  sprang  upon  the  river-bank  from  the  steamer 
in  the  dark  as  fthe  turned  into  the  Asainiboiue  River^ 

Ho  escaped  to  the  lower  part  of  the  settlement,  but  the  know- 
letlge  that  be  had  a  letter  from  the  Roman  Catholic  AichblBhop 
TrLcbv  led  to  the  rebel  chief  sending  for  and  promising  htm  a 
Bafe -conduct.  Butler  oame  and  inspected  the  lort,  and  again 
depai^ted  to  Lake  Winnipeg,  River  Winnipeg,  and  Lake  of  the 
WixhIs,  where  he  accompbRhed  his  real  miaaion,  in  telling  to 
General  Wolaelcy,  of  the  relief  expedition  combg  to  drive 
awiiV  the  rebels,  the  state  of  matters  in  the  Bed  River. 

Captain  Butler  then  went  west,  croeaed  ooimtry  to  the 
SaakatcLewon,  descended  (hie  nvcr.  ^nd  jd  wmter  oome 
through,  by  snow-sboe  and  dog  train,  over  Lakes  WinnipegooBis 
anil  Manitoba  to  the  east,  arid  then  to  Europe. 

Love  of  adventure  brought  Captain  Butler  back  to  the  North- 
West.  La  1873  he  jom-neyod  through  the  former  fur  traders' 
lantl,  reflflhing  Lake  Athabasca  in  March,  1373,  Ascending  the 
Peace  Biver,  be  arrived  in  Northern  Bntiah  Columbia  in  May, 
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Through  three  hundred  and  fifty  milea  of  the  dense  forests  of 
New  Caledonia  he  toiled  bo  reach  Quesnel,  on  the  Fraser,  four 
hundred  milea  north  of  Yietoria,  British  Columbia,  where  ho 
in  due  time  landed. 

Captain  Butler  has  laft  a  graphic,  perhaps  somewhat  em- 
bellished, account  of  hia  travels  in  the  books,  "  Great  Lone 
Land"  and  "Wild  North  Land."  The  central  figure  of  bis  first 
book  is  the  faithful  horse  "Blackie"  and  of  the  second  the 
Eskimo  dog  "  Oerf-Vota/'  The  appreciative  reader  feels,  bow- 
ever,  especially  in  the  latter,  the  spirit  and  power  of  Milton's 
and  Cbeadle's  "  North- West  Passage  by  Land  "  everywhere  in 
these  descriptive  works. 

FLBMINO    AND   QHANT. 

Third  of  these  expeditions  was  that  undertaken  in  1872, 
under  the  leadership  of  Sandford  Fleming,  which  has  been 
chronicled  in  the  work  **  Ocean  to  Ocean,"  by  Bev-  Principal 
Grant.  The  writer  saw  this  expedition  at  Winnipeg  in  the 
summer  of  its  arrival.  It  came  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the 
plains,  as  a  preliminary  survey  for  a  railway-  The  party  came 
up  the  lakes,  and  by  boat  and  portage  over  the  traders'  route, 
and  the  Dawson  Road  from  Lakeof  the  Woods  to  Bed  Biver.and 
halted  near  Fort  Garry.  Going  westward,  they  for  the  most 
part  followed  the  path  of  Milton  and  Cheadle,  Fort  Carlton 
and  then  Edmonton  House  were  reached,  and  the  Yellow  Head 
Pass  was  followed  to  the  North  Thompson  River.  The  forks  of 
tbe  river  at  Kamloops  were  passed,  and  then  the  oanoe  way 
down  the  Fraser  to  the  sea  was  taken.  The  return  journey 
was  made  by  way  of  San  Francisco.  The  expedition  did  much 
to  open  the  way  for  Canadian  emigration  and  to  keep  before 
the  minds  of  Canadians  the  necessity  for  a  waggon  rood  across 
the  Bocky  Mountains  and  for  a  railway  from  ocean  to  ocean  as 
soon  as  possible.  Dr.  Grant's  conclusion  was  :  "  We  know 
that  we  have  a  great  North- West,  a  country  like  old  Canada— 
not  suited  for  lotus-eaters  to  live  in,  but  fitted  to  rear  a  healthy 
and  hardy  rac:*.*' 


CHAPTER   XXXV. 
1817-1846, 


Chl&Qy  ScottiAh  Kcd  Freiiuh  abHlorfi--31aiiy  hmxIaliipB — Grou- 
U^ppers — YelJow  He^il — "GouvemBUi-  SttUterelle"* — Bwiu  aut- 
(Jen — Bcitiarkabls  parchment — Oapi&ui  Buletr,  Ji  iiJ]jtBr>~ 
governor — Indian  trouhleo — D<»na1i1  Kfackenzie,  a  fur  tnul*jr, 
governor— Many  prtjjects  f»il— Tlit  lloo"l — Planty  follows — Sucifll 
condition— Lower  Fort  built— [Tppor  Fort  Gatr^  — C-^uni^U  tif 
Awuniboia— The  sattloment  oreariict?d — Dnncnn  FinUyiton 
governor  —  EogliaL  farmerB  —  Govonior  Chriabic  —  Serioiia 
tipidomic— A  rogirooDt  of  ri'^lura— Tim  nnfortuniito  major  -  Tho 
]>Do|>]q  roatloBA- 

Thb  Cassation  ot  hoBtilitios  bol%VGeTi  ths  rivEiI  CompiitiicB 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  I>ord  Selkirlc'g  soitlement  to  proceed 
with  its  developmeat.  To  the  scai~ed  und  bArossed  seUlers  it 
gave  the  proapects  of  peace  under  their  Goverrior,  Alesftnder 
MacdonGll,  who  liad  been  in  the  fur  trade,  but  took  charge  ol 
the  setitement  after  the  departore  of  Miles  Macdonell,  The 
slate  of  ftfTiuTB  was  far  iioiu  proiti  isiu j^;.  The  population  oE 
Scottish  aod  Iriali  settleiB  vms  leas  than  tvfo  hundred,  Tliere 
v.ere  a.  hundrod  or  (hereabout  of  D«!  Meurons,  brought  up  by 
r^ord  Selkii-k,  and  a  number  of  French  voyagaura,  fi-ee  tradei-a 
or  "  frtseuiea  "  as  opposed  to  en^nffSjf,  and  those  whc,  with  their 
half-breed  faimilies.  Iia4  begun  to  assemble  about  Ihe  forks  and 
to  take  up  holdings  lor  theroaelvee.  For  tho  loet  mcQtiODt^di 
tlie  bunt,  fishing,  and  the  fur  ti^dc  afforded  iL  living  ;  hat  aa  to 
th«  scttl&ra  and  De  Meurona,  Pi'ovidence  seemed  to  fa.TOui  them 
but  little  more  than  the  hostile  Nor'-Weateta  had  done, 

The  aiitUera  were  chiefly  meD  who  were  unacquainted  with 
fnrmin^,  and  they  had  few  implements,  no  cattle  or  horses,  and 
the  Loe  and  apade  were  their  only  meaos  ol  fitting  tljo  soU  for 


346  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY 

the  Bmall  quantity  of  grain  supplied  them  for  sowing.  Other 
meaoe  of  employment  or  livehhood  there  were  none.  In  1618 
the  crops  of  the  settlers  were  devoured  by  tm  iaoiuflioti  of 
locusts.  On  several  occasioDs  clouds  of  theee  destmctiTe 
iusects  have  visited  Bed  River,  and  their  ravages  are  not  only 
fierious,  but  they  paralyze  all  effort  on  the  part  of  the  husband- 
men. The  description  given  by  the  prophet  Joel  was  preoiaely 
reproduced  on  the  baaks  of  the  Bed  Biver,  "  the  land  is  as  the 
Garden  of  Eden  before  them,  and  behind  them  is  a  desolate 
wilderness ;  yea,  and  nothing  shall  escape  them."  There 
was  no  resource  for  the  settlers  but  to  betake  themselves  to 
Pembina  to  seek  the  buffalo.  In  the  next  year  they  sowed 
their  scanty  seed,  but  the  young  *' grass-hoppers/'  as  they 
were  called,  rose  from  the  eggs  deposited  in  the  previous  year, 
and  while  the  wheat  was  in  the  blade,  cleared  it  from  the  fields 
more  thoroughly  than  any  reaper  could  have  done.  This 
scourge  continued  till  the  spring  of  1821,  when  the  locusts  dis- 
appeared suddenly,  and  the  crop  of  that  year  was  a  bountiful 
one. 

During  these  years  the  colony  was  understood  to  be  under 
the  personal  ownership  of  Lord  Selkirk-  He  regarded  himself 
as  responsible,  as  lord  paramount  of  the  dietrict,  for  the  safety 
and  support  of  the  colonists.  In  the  first  year  of  the  setUe- 
ment  be  had  sent  out  supplies  of  food,  clothing,  implements, 
arms,  and  ammunition^  a  store-house  had  been  erected;  and 
this  continued  during  these  years  to  be  supplied  with  what  was 
needed.  It  was  the  governor's  duty  to  regulate  the  distribution 
of  these  stores  and  to  keep  account  of  them  as  advances  to  the 
several  settlers,  and  of  the  interest  charged  upon  such  advances. 
Whilst  the  store  was  a  boon,  even  a  necessity,  to  the  settlers,  it 
was  atsoaninstrument  of  oppression.  Alexander  Macdonell  was 
called  "Gouvemeur  Sauterelle"  ("Grasshopper  Governor''), 
the  significant  statement  being  made  by  Boss  "  that  he  was  so 
nicknamed  because  be  proved  as  great  a  destroyer  within 
doors  as  the  grasshoppers  in  tbe  fields,"  He  seems,  more- 
over, to  have  been  an  eitravagant  official,  being  surrounded  by 
a  coterie  of  kindred  spirits,  who  lived  in  "  one  prolonged  scene 
of  debauchery." 

With  the  departure  of  the  grASshoppers  from  the  country 
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depw:tGd  alao  tbc  uispopulor  ftnd  unfaithfuJ  QoYomorK  It 
wtkfl  only  OP  the  visit;  of  Air.  KalkolL^  oqq  of  Lord  Solkirk'e 
exeGutGrfi,  that  Mttcdon all's  course  of  "false  antnes,  urro- 
oeouft  Ktatementti,  ajid  over-cb&rgeB  ^'  wuh  diacovered,  a.ad  the 
Ofocounts  <A  tliG  settiere  adjusted  to  give  ihem  their  ngbts. 
The  diegrao^u]  roign  of  C^ovemor  Idftodonell  waa  brought  to 
a  eloae  none  too  fioon. 

During  Iphe  period  of  Governor  MitcdonRH's  rule  a  riunilitr 
of  importaDt  eventa  had  taken  plaoe.  The  union  cf  the  two 
RTal  Cotapakuioa  wi^  liucompliabed.  Clorf^i  both  Koman 
Citholic  and  of  the  Cliiu'ob  of  Eaglitod,  had  arrived  in  the 
colony.  A  fitrm  hml  been  begun  by  the  Colony  officers  ou  the 
bonks  of  the  Assiniboine,  Jtnd  the  Dome  of  Hayfield  Farm  was 
borne  by  it.  Perbapu  tbe  moat  iiotahio  event  woe  Lbo  arrival  at 
Bed  River  of  a  number  of  Svdas  settlers.  These  were  brought 
out  by  Colonial  May,  late  of  the  Be  Watteville  regiment,  A 
D&tive  of  Bernci  he  hod  oome  lo  Canada,  but  not  to  Red  BLver. 

The  Swiss  were  in  many  wAya  an  elemeat  of  interaat. 
Creasing  the  ocean  by  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  ahlpa  they 
an'LVed  at  York  Factory  in  August,  1S2I,  tuid  were  home  in 
ihe  Company's  York  bcate  to  their  destinaLion.  Gathered,  a& 
they  had  been^  from  (he  towns  iind  viilageh;  of  Switzerland,  and 
b«ing  chiefly  "'watch  and  clock  makers,  pastry  cooks,  and 
musicians,"  they  were  ill-auited  for  sucb  a.  new  eettlement 
AE  that  of  Bed  Blver,  where  tbey  must  beoome  agrioultnriata. 
They  seem  to  have  bcon  bone&t  and  orderly  people,  though 
very  poor. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  De  Meurona  bad  oome  as 
soldiers;  they  wore  chiefly,  therefore,  munarned  meu^  The 
arrival  of  the  Swisa,  with  tlivir  handaomo  sons  and  dauRhtors, 
produofid  a  Quuer  of  emtement  in  the  wifeless  De  Meuron 
cabins  along  German  Creek-  The  result  \%  deacrtbed  in  the 
words  of  u  inoat  trustworthy  eye-witneaa  of  what  took  place : 
*'  No  sooner  had  the  Swiss  omigriuitr?  arrived  than  omny  of 
the  Germatia,  who  bad  come  to  the  settlement  a  few  yeurs  ago 
fi^m  Canada  and  had  houses,  presented  Uiem^elves  in  search 
of  a  wife,  and  having  fiaed  their  atiaolunent  with  acceptance, 
tbf^y  reooived  ithoae  families  in  which  was  their  choice  into 
their  iaahitaiioDs.    Thoae  who  had  no  daughters  to  alfori  this 
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introduction  were  obliged  to  pitch  their  tents  along  the  banks- 
of  the  river  and  outside  the  stockades  of  the  fort,  till  they 
removed  to  Pembina  in  the  better  prospects  of  provieiona  for 
the  winter,"  The  whole  affair  was  a  repetition  of  the  old 
Sabine  story. 

In  connection  with  these  De  Meurons  and  Swiaa,  it  may  be 
interesting  to  mention  a  remarkable  parchment  agreement 
which  the  writer  has  perused.  It  is  eleven  feel  long 
and  one  and  a  half  feet  wide,  containing  the  signatures  of 
forty-nine  settlerSj  of  which  twenty-five  are  those  of  De 
Meurons  or  Swiss,  the  remainder  being  of  Highlanders  and 
Norw^ans.  Among  these  names  are  Bender,  Lubrevo, 
Quiluby,  Bendowitz,  Kralic,  Wassloisky,  JoH,  Jankosky, 
Wachter,  Lassota,  Laidece,  Warcklur,  Krusel,  Jolicoeurr 
Maquet,  and  Lalonde- 

This  agreement  binds  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  or  his  agents  not 
to  engage  in  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  or  the  fur  trade,  but 
to  provide  facilities  for  transport  of  goods  from  and  into  tho 
country,  and  at  moderate  rates.  The  settlers  are  bound  to 
keep  up  roads,  to  support  a  clergyman,  and  to  provide  for 
defence.  The  document  is  not  only  a  curiosity,  but  historically 
valuable^  There  is  no  date  upon  it,  but  the  date  is  fixed 
by  the  signatures,  viz.  "  for  the  Buffalo  Wool  Company,  John 
Fritchard."  That  Company,  we  know,  began,  and  as  we  shall 
see  afterwards,  failed  in  the  years  1821  and  1822,  This, 
aOQordingly,  is  the  date  of  the  document  marking  the  era  of  the 
fusion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  Nor' -Westers. 

The  De  Meurons  and  Swiss  never  took  kindly  to  Bed  Biver. 
So  early  as  1832,  after  wintering  at  Pembina,  a  number  of  them, 
instead  of  turning  their  faces  toward  Port  Garry,  went  up  the 
Bed  River  into  Minnesota,  and  took  up  farms  where  St.  Paul 
now  stands,  on  the  Mississippi.  They  were  the  first  settlers 
there.  Among  their  names  are  those  of  Garvas,  Pierrie,  Louis 
Massey,  and  that  of  Perry,  men  who  became  very  rich  in  herds 
in  the  early  days  of  Minnesota. 

On  the  removal  of  Governor  Maodonell,  Captain  A.  Bulger 
was,  in  June,  1822,  installed  as  Governor  of  Asstniboia.  His 
rule  only  lasted  one  year  and  proved  troublous,  though  he  waft 
a  high-minded  and   capable  official.    There  lies  before  the 
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writer,  "  Fapei'a  Beferring  to  Rod  River,"  cioQsbtiDg  chlefiy  oF 
iL  lotig  letter  published  by  the  Cj^ptain  in  India,  wiibben  in  1^22 
to  Andrew  CoJville,  one  of  the  exeoutora  of  Lord  Selkirk, 

One  of  hU  chief  trouhlea  wjls  the  ripposition  given  blin  by 
the  Hudson's  Bjty  Company  oflScer  Clarksj  who  wiw*  in  charge 
of  cbeir  esUbliehment  [tt  the  Forks.  Every  cffoi-t  ^pVas  pat 
forth  by  Clarke  to  make  Bulger's  position  uacomfortable,  and 
the  opposition  drove  the  Captain  away. 

Bulger  also  hsid  u  worrymg  ejLpeneece  with  Feguis,  tha 
vhief  of  the  Indians  on  the  Lower  Bed  River.  Though  Pe^ia 
und  the  other  oliiefa  bad  niiute  iu  treaty  with  Lonl  Selkirk  and 
ceded  ceitain  landa  to  his  Lordship,  they  now,  with  the  fickle- 
uebs  of  cbUdren,  repented  of  their  bargain  and  sought  additicinal 
ptLymeiit  for  the  coDCOSsion,  Bulger's  mihtarj  manner,  how- 
ever, overciune  the  chief,  ^nd.  twenty-Sve  lashes  administered 
to  an  Indian  who  hod  iLttempted  violence  h^  a  sobering  effect 
apoEi  the  Red  man. 

Governor  Bulger  expresRoe  himself  very  freely  on  the 
character  of  the  De  Meiu-on  settSert),  He  says  :  '<  It  is  quite 
absurd  to  auppose  they  will  ever  prove  peaceable  und 
industrious  settlei'a.  The  only  charm  thai  Red  River  piisseRSAs 
in  iboir  eyes,  and,  I  may  say  in  the  eyes  of  almost  all  the 
settlers,  is  the  colony  stores.  Their  demands  rtre  insatiable, 
and  when  refused,  their  insotenee  f^xtreme.  United  as  they 
ore  amoag  themaelveH,  and  feiociona  in  their  di>4poeition8, 
nothing  can  be  doTic  aj^ainst  tbem-"  It  i»  but  (air,  however, 
to  state  that  the  Captain  bad  a  tow  opinion  both  of  the  Hudson 'e 
Bay  Company's  ofTicera  and  of  tlie  Fi^noh  Canadian  freemen. 

Governor  Bulger,  on  retiringr  made  the  following  buggestions, 
wbiflh  abow  the  evils  which  he  thought  needed  a  remedy,  vis. 
"  to  get  courts  and  magistrates  nominaled  by  the  King  :  to  get 
a  company  of  troaps  sent  oat  Lo  support  the  magistrates  and 
keep  the  natives  in  order  ;  to  circulate  money  :  to  find  a  market 
for  Ihe  surplus  gi'ain ;  to  lot  it  he  deterniined  whether  the 
counoiJ  at  York  Factory  are  justified  in  preventing  tbe  settlers 
from  buying  nioonu  ar  deer  skin  for  clothing  and  proviHtons." 
The  Governor's  closing  words  arc,  "  if  tbcao  things  cnnnot  he 
dene,  it  is  my  sincere  advice  to  you  to  spend  no  more  of  Lord 
Selkirk's  money  upon  Red  River/' 
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Governor  Bulger  war  aacoeeded  by  Robert  Pelly.  who  was 
the  bristlier  of  Sir  J.  H.  Pelly,  tbe  Governor  o{  the  Company  In 
London.  It  aeeoia  to  bare  been  about  thia  lime  th&t  tho 
QSec3iitors  of  Lord  Selkir-k,  while  not  direBtiDg  themfi«)v«g  of 
their  Red  River  possessions,  yet  in  oi-der  to  avoid  the  urseeraly 
oonflicts  neea  in  Bulger's  lime,  cnbrusLed  the  adminiabratioD  of 
their  affairs  to  the  Company's  oftioeta  at  Rod  River.  We  liave 
EJOQU  in  a  fcrmor  chaptor  tbo  appomtmont  of  tho  oommLU^o  to 
manage  these  Red  River  affairi  at  Noi-way  House  oouneil. 

After  two  yeara  Pelly  retired,  and  Donald  McKenzie,  a  fur 
brader  vfho  had  taken  part  In  the  stirring  events  of  Aatoria,  lo 
vrhich  we  havo  reforrad,  became  Goromor, 

The  discontent  of  the  flefctlers.  and  the  wish  to  advance  the 
colony,  led  the  Coni^iany  for  a  nunilwr  of  years  after  the  union 
of  the  Companies  to  try  Tarioua  projects  for  the  development 
of  the  oolctiy,  Tbgugh  the  recital  of  these  gives  a  melancholy 
picture  of  failure,  yet  vt  ahows  x  heaitineaa  and  wilJiogneSB  on 
the  part  of  the  Compauy  to  do  ihe  best  for  the  settlers,  albeit 
there  was  in  every  oaso  bad  maragement- 

Immediately  after  the  union  of  the  two  fur  Companies  in 
ISSI.  a  company  to  manufacture  olobb  from  hvif^o  wool  wa& 
started,  ThiH,  of  cour-He,  %vaif  a  nmd  scheme,  but  there  was  a 
olamour  that  work  should  be  found  for  tlie  hungry  immigrauls^ 
The  Company  began  operatione,  and  evpr^'  one  was  to  become 
rich,  $iO,0fX)  of  money  raised  in  shares  waa  deposited  in  ibe 
Hudson'fiBay  Compauy'ii  hands  as  the  bankers  of  the  '^BuffUo 
Wool  Company,'*  machinery  was  obtained*  aud  the  people 
largely  gave  up  agrioulturo  to  ougago  in  killing  buffalo  Mid 
□ollecting  budTalo  skins.  Trade  was  to  bo  the  philoBOpher'a 
atone*  In  1822  the  bubble  burst.  It  coat  $1!3.50  lo  manufae- 
turo  a  yard  of  buffalo  wool  cloth  on  Red  River,  and  the  cloth 
only  sold  for  81-10  a  yard  in  London.  The  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  advanced  512.500  beyond  the  amount  deposited*  and 
a  few  years  afterwards  was  under  the  necessity  of  forgiving 
the  debt  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  bad  thus  its  firsi 
leaaen  in  encouraging  the  settlers. 

The  money  diatribnted  to  the  settlers  through  thia 
Company,  however,  bought  cattle  for  them,  several  hundred 
cattle     having    been     brought    from    Dlinoia    that    year.      A 
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model  f&rm  for  the  bf^naSt  of  the  settlere  was  next  unddrtakonH 
BnildingSp  implements,  and  nlao  ft  ai&n«ion,  costing  $3000,  for 
the  JD&nager,  weie  provided,  A  ft!v\  yeura  of  luiaLiiaQugemeiit 
oad  oitrnvdgjknce  brought  this  oxpoi-imont  to  ac  end  a^eo,  Euid 
the  founders  ware  510^000  out  of  pocket-  Suoh  was  anothei: 
soheme  to  encourage  the  aottlei'S- 

Driven  to  another  effort  by  the  dianonbeni  of  the  people, 
Oovemor  Simpaou  tried  another  model  farm-  At  a  Bue  spot 
on  the  Aasiniboino,  farm  dwellinge,  barns,  yards,  and  stables 
were  erected  and  fields  ancloaed,  well-bred  cattle  ^vere  imported, 
also  lioraea.  The  farm  was  well  atooked  with  implementft. 
Miamanagement,  however,  ngain  brought  ita  usual  result,  and 
afbor  six  years  the  trial  was  given  up,  there  bxiTing  been  a  low 
to  the  Company  of  $17,500, 

Nothing  daunted,  the  Red  Riitar  settlers  Htarted  the  *'  Aseinf- 
boine  Wool  Company,"  but  as  it  fell  through  upon  the  Srat 
demEuid  for  payment  of  the  stock,  it  burl  nobody,  and  ende^, 
according  to  the  proverb,  with  ■■  much  cry  and  little  wool." 

Another  enterpri'te  was  next  l>e^ii  by  Governor  Simpson, 
"  The  Flfti  and  Hemp  Company,**  but  though  tho  fatmere  ^rew 
a  plentiful  quantity  of  tboac,  the  undertaking  failed,  and  the 
crop  rotted  on  the  fields.  A  more  likely  scheme  for  the 
enoouragement  of  the  settlei')^  was  dow  set  on  foot  by  the 
Governor,  viz.  a  new  eboep  specniation-  Sheejj  were  purchased 
in  Missouri,  and  after  a  journey  of  uearly  fifteen  bundrod  milea, 
only  two  hundred  and  fifty  «heep  out  of  the  original  fourteen 
hundred  sm-vived  the  bardshipa  of  the  way, 

A  tallow  company  Is  Gaid  to  have  swallowed  up  from  S3000 
to  16000  for  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  a  ^ood,  deal  of 
money  ivas  spent  in  opening  up  a  road  to  Hudson  Bay.  Thus 
was  enterprise  after  enterprise  unilertaken  by  the  Company, 
largely  for  the  good  of  the  settlers.  If  ever  an  honest  effort 
was  made  to  advanoo  an  isolated  and  dlEficult  colony,  it  vaa 
in  these  sehetnea  he^n  by  the  Hudson's  Buy  Compiiny  here. 

The  most  startling  event  during  the  rule  of  Governor 
Machenf^je  was  the  Bed  Biver  floo4in  1S35.  The  winter  ol 
this  year  had  been  severe,  and  a  groat  snow  fall  gave  protnisd 
of  a  wet  and  dangerous  spring.  Tbc  enow  bad  largely  cleared 
BWfty,  when,  early  iu  the  month  of  Uay,  the  waters  began  rising 


35* 


THE  HUDSON^ S  BAY  COMPANY 


wUll  lurpriHiLiff  r&piJity,  The  buiks  of  the  Tirers  were  fiooa 
lULftbl^  to  contvD  the  floods,  aod  once  on  ibc  prftihe  level  ifao 
WfttOTA  «pr«td  lor  miles  eut  uid  ^^ct  in  &  great  Jftke.  The 
wftttfr  roiB  UTeral  fe«t  in  tbe  houses  of  the  seltlera.  Wh^o  the 
vHnd  blew  tbe  waveA  d^ehed  over  tbe  roofs-  Builduigs  w«o 
tuidcnnincd  iLnd  Bome  wera  floated  away.  The  aettler?  were 
compelled  to  leave  their  homes,  and  tooir  flight  to  the  heighie 
of  Stony  Mountain,  Liule  ifountaJn.  Bird**  Hill,  und  other 
elerratioM.  For  weekt  the  flood  continued,  bat  at  last,  on  iLti 
ree4»dins.  tbe  bomelofls  noltlera  rGtnmed  to  their  battered  and 
damag^  .»ouii»efl,  mneh  dinheurtened.  The  crops,  however, 
were  »town.  Ibouf^h  late,  uiid  f^  f^Jr  bftrvest  was  gatbered  in  that 
^inprotniRiiiig  year. 

The  flood  woB  the  lafit  etrAW  that  broke  the  back  of  the 
^ndurenee  of  De  Menrons  and  8wis«  eoIoQkta.  Tbey  obnost 
all  withdrew  from  the  uoiicitryand  became  settlers  in  Minnesota 
and  othcsr  Btutea  of  the  Americar  Union.  Eitber  from  pride 
or  real  dialike,  thb  Selkirk  aettlere  declared  tbnt  they  were  well 
rirl  of  thena  dlHCCiilenletl  tind  turbulent  foreignc^rs. 

Tlje  year  of  the  Jlou1  heems  Lo  have  inirodu<veil  an  4)ra  of 
l>leuty,  for  the  people  rebuilt  their  hou^s,  cultivated  their 
Heldfl,  reooiveil  fvill  returna  for  their  labour,  and  were  cnahJed 
to  pay  off  their  dpbtw  and  improve  Ibeir  holdingti.  During 
Ofjvbnior  McKenfJu^a  iB^ime  at  tbe  time  of  ihe  flood,  the 
popiiliLtion  of  tiie  Red  River  settloment  hud  reached  6fbeen 
hundred. 

Aftor  thfe,  though  the  colony  lost  by  desertions,  as  we  have 
Been,  yub  it  continued  to  gain  by  the  addition  of  retiring 
Hudson's  Day  Coiupany  offioora  and  Bervants,  who  took  up 
land  aa  allowed  by  the  Company  In  atiipe  t^lon^  the  iirer  aftei' 
th«  Lcjwer  CavLadian  fashion,  for  which  they  paid  small  aums. 
There  were  in  many  caROB  no  deeda,  simply  tbe  j-egi strati or>  of 
the  name  in  the  CoiDpnny'i^  reKiater,  A  man  sold  his  lot  for  a 
horse,  and  it  wils  n  mailer  of  chance  wliether  Iho  rcgiBtratiotJ 
of  thit  rdianj^tt  in  Lhn  lot  tnrik  plrioe  ur  not.  This  wna  certainly 
u  modii  of  tj'nniifrn'iii|i  Innd  free  miouieh  to  ^uft  jlu  EaglJHh 
radical  or  oven  Henry  (iuorxon  The  luid  roaohed  a»  far  out 
from   the  ntcr  il<i  t^inilil   hn  iifxuii  by  ]ookjii|{  under  a  hors^i  say 
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beoaine  a.  specios  of  common  wbers  Bill  could  aut  liay  mid 
where  hetda  ooulJ  run  uaconfined.  Wood,  wfiler,  ctnd  ha7 
wGfe  the  Deoeseorios  of  &  Bed  River  BOttlor's  life  ;  to  cut  poplai* 
railB  for  his  feQoes  id  spriag  and  burn  the  dried  rail^  ia  tbo 
following  winter  wtiB  quite  the  ftuthorized  tbin^.  Thera  was 
no  inductjiaeab  to  grow  surplus  gram,  as  eaoh  settler  could 
only  get  a  market  for  eight  bushels  of  ^vheal  from  tho  Hudson's 
Buy  Company.  It  could  aot  be  exported,  Pemraicnn  from 
the  platns  was  easy  to  get:  llie  habits  of  the  pi^ople  were 
Bimple  ;  their  wiinta  w^re  fow  ;  and  while  the  condition  of  Bed 
Bivei  settlement  wab  far  from  being  that  of  an  arcadia,  Wfibt 
WftB  absent  and  the  people  were  becoming  satisfied. 

To  Governor  McKenaie,  who  ruled  well  for  eight  yeani, 
Gredit  is  krg&ly  dua  for  tho  peace  And  progiese  of  the  period, 
Alexander  Bog9,  who  came  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  Bed 
River  in  1325,  U  the  ohronider  of  this  penod,  and  it  is  with 
amusement  we  read  his  gleeful  account  of  the  erection  of  the 
first  atone  building,  siaall  though  it  was,  on  the  b&nks  of  Red 
River.  Lm^e  had  been  bumt  from  (he  lime  stone,  found 
abundantly  along  the  lowor  part  of  tho  Rod  Rjvor,  during  the 
time  of  Governor  Bulger,  It  was  in  1830  that  the  Hudaooa 
Bay  Company  bulll  u  small  powder  magazine  of  stone,  near 
Port  Garry,  This  was  the  beginning  of  solid  arcbiteoijuro  iu 
the  settlementp 

Id  the  following  year  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  evidently 
encouraged  by  the  thrift  and  eontenlment  of  the  people,  began 
the  erection  of  Ot  very  notable  a:td  important  group  of  buildings, 
eomo  mneteon  miles  down  the  river  from  tbe  forks.  This  was 
Galled  IJower  Fort  Gairy.  It  was  built  on  the  solid  rock,  and 
waSj  and  Is  to  this  day,  surrounded  by  a  massive  stone  wall. 
Various  reasons  have  been  advanced  for  the  building  of  this,  the 
first  permanent  fort  so  far  from  ths  old  oantre  of  trade,  and  of 
the  old  associations  at  the  "  forks,'*  Some  have  said  it  waa 
done  to  place  il  among  the  English  people,  as  the  Fronch 
Bettleis  were  becoming  turbulent ;  some  that  it  was  at  the 
head  of  navigation  from  Late  Winnipeg,  being  north  of  the 
St.  Andrew's  rapids  ;  and  some  maintained  that  the  site  waa 
ohosfiu  as  having  been  far  above  the  high  watei^  during  the  year 
of  floods  when  Fort  Douglas  and  Dpper  Fort  Garry  had  been 
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surrounded.  The  moUve  will  probably  never  be  known ;  but 
for  &  time  it  was  the  reaidenoe  of  the  Governor  of  Buperi's  Land 
when  he  was  in  the  country,  and  was  the  seat  of  govemment. 
Four  years  afterwards,  when  Alexander  Christie  had  repUoed 
Mr,  Donald  MoKenzie  aa  local  governor,  Fort  Garry  or  Upper 
Fort  Garry  waa  begun  in  1835  at  the  forka.  but  on  higher 
ground  than  the  original  Fort  Garry  of  1621,  whioh  had  been 
erected  after  the  union  of  the  Companies- 

This  fort  continued  the  centre  of  buaineaa,  govenunent, 
education,  and  public  affairs  for  more  than  three  decades  and 
was  the  nucleus  of  the  City  of  Winnipeg-  Bold  in  the  year 
1862,  the  fort  was  demolished,  and  the  front  gate  now  owned  by 
the  oity  ia  all  that  remains  of  this  historic  group  of  bulldinga. 
The  deatruction  of  the  fort  was  an  act  of  vandalism,  refleotiiig 
on  the  sordid  man  who  purchased  it  from  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company. 

In  Governor  Christie's  time  the  neceaaity  was  recognized  of 
having  a  form  of  government  somewhat  leag  patriarchal  thaa 
the  individual  rule  of  the  local  governor  had  been-  Aooordingly, 
the  Council  of  Assiniboia  was  appointed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Companyj  the  president  being  Sir  George  Simpson,  the  Governor 
of  Bupert's  Land,  and  with  him  fourteen  councillors-  It  may  bd 
of  interest  to  give  the  names  of  the  members  of  this  first  oonnoil. 
Besides  the  president  there  were :  Alexander  Ghriatie,  Governor 
of  the  Colony  i  Bev.  D.  T.Jones,  Chaplain  H.  B.  C. ;  Bight 
Bev-  Bishop  Frovonoher ;  Bev.  William  Cochrane,  Assistant 
Chaplain ;  James  Bird,  formerly  Chief  Factor,  H-  B-  C. ;  James 
Sutheiiond,  Esq. ;  W.  H.  Cook,  Esq. ;  John  Pritohard,  Eaq. ; 
Bobert  Logan,  Esq-;  Sheriff  Alex.  Boss;  John  MoCallom, 
Coroner ;  John  Bunn,  Medioal  Adviser ;  Cuthbert  Grant,  Esq.* 
Warden  of  the  Plains  ;  Andrew  MoDermott,  Merohont^ 

It  is  generally  conceded,  however,  that  the  Council  did  nol 
satisfy  the  public  aspirations.  The  President  and  Councillors 
were  all  declared  either  sinecurists  or  paid  servants  of  the 
Company,  The  mass  of  the  people  complained  at  not  being 
represented.  It  was,  however,  a  step  very  much  in  advance  of 
what  had  been,  although  there  was  a  suspicion  in  the  public 
mind  that  it  had  something  of  the  form  of  popular  government 
without  the  substance. 
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A&  IhQ  6i^t  meetinf;  of  the  GouDcU  a  ntunber  of  m«aaiireB 
were  paaaed.  To  preaei've  order  a  volunteer  corp^  of  sixty  roan 
Wdi3  Qi'ganizecl,  ynSh  a  small  manual  allowance  per  rn^in.  Of 
tUia  body.  Sheriff  Rq3s  wae  oommatid&r.  The  aeUlcmeat  waa 
divided  into  lour  distnetg,  over  eaoh  of  whiah  a  Justice  of  tho 
Peftce  wae  appointed,  who  held  quarterly  courts  io  their  aevei'al 
juTLsdiotioDS.  At  tliia  oourt  small  aotiona  only  wore  triod,  and 
the  pi^eiding  magistrate  waa  allowed  Co  refei'  any  oaee  of 
exceptional  difBculty  to  tho  court  of  governor  and  oounoil.  This 
higlier  court  aati  quarterly  also.  In  larger  civil  casen  and  in 
unmioal  cases  the  law  required  a  jury  to  be  called,  A  jail  and 
couit-houae  wore  crwjted  outside  the  wnlh  of  Fot-t  Garry.  To 
meet  the  expense  involrod  tiader  tho  new  iustituticus  a  tax  of 
1\  per  cent-  duty  was  levied  on  impona  and  n  like  duty  on 
exports.  ThdHudsou^aBay  Compa^uy  liIud  agreed  locoutribulQ 
three  hundred  pounds  a  year  in  aid  of  public  works  throughout 

ibo  Bdbtloment, 

The  year  1839  waa  notable  in  the  history  of  the  colony,  A 
N&w  OoverQOt,  Duncan  Fiulaysoiif  waa  appumlad,  acd  steps 
wore  taken  also  to  [raprove  tho  judicial  system  which  had  been 
introduced.  An  appointmont  waa  raado  of  tho  first  recorder  for 
Bed  River  settlement;.  The  new  appointee  waa  a  young  Scottish 
lawyer  fri>m  Montreal,  oameJ  Adam  Thoni.  He  had  U?en  a 
journalist  in  ^loutr^al^  vrrts  of  an  aidcnt  and  somewhat  aggiea- 
SLvo  dispoaition,  but  was  a  man  of  ability  aitd  broad  reading. 
Judge  Thorn  was.  however,  a  Company  officer,  and  as  auch 
tiling  WHS  an  autfioedent  suspicion  of  ium  in  the  public  mind. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  he  was  not  independent,  receiving  bta 
appointment  and  his  eolary  of  seven  hundred  pounds  from  the 
Compaoy^  In  Montrenl  he  h£,d  been  known  aa  a  determined 
loyalist  in  tbe  late  Papiueau  rebeltioii,  and  the  Ft'eiLcb  people 
regarded  Iiim  as  hostile  to  their  race. 

The  population  oF  the  Bettlemcnt  oontiuucd  to  increase.  In 
tli&  laat  year  of  Governor  FJnIayson's  rule,  twenty  families  of 
Lincolnabire  farmei^  and  labourers  came  to  the  country  to 
assist  with  their  kno'n^ledge  of  agriculture.  After  five  years* 
rule  Governor  Finlayson  retired  froni  office,  and  was  suoeeeded 
for  a  short  time  by  hia  old  predecessor  Ur.  Alexander 
Christie  H 
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A  Berioua  epidecoio  visited  the  Bed  Barer  in  the  ye&r  1846. 
Bobs  deecrlbes  it  in  the  following  graphia  way:  "In  Janiury 
the  influenza  raged,  and  in  May  the  measles  broke  out ;  bat 
neither  of  these  visitations  proved  fatal.  At  length  in  June 
a  bloody  flux  began  its  ravages  first  among  the  Indians,  and 
others  among  the  whites  ;  like  the  great  ory  in  Egypt,  '  There 
was  not  a  house  where  there  was  not  one  dead/  On  Bed 
Biver  there  was  not  a  smiling  face  on  '  a  summer's  day.* 
From  June  I8tb  to  August  2nd,  the  deaths  averaged 
seven  a  day,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  in  all,  being 
one  out  of  every  sixteen  of  our  population.  Of  theae  ono- 
sixth  irere  Indians,  two-third  half-breeds,  and  the  remainder 
white.  On  one  occasion  thirteen  burials  were  proceeding  at 
once." 

During  this  year  also  the  Oregon  question,  with  which  we 
shall  afterwards  deal,  threatened  w&r  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States.  The  policy  of  the  British  Gk)vemment 
is,  on  the  first  appearance  of  trouble,  to  prepare  for  hostilities. 
Accordingly  the  6tb  royal  regiment  of  foot,  with  sappers  and 
artillery,  in  all  ^-^i^  hundred  atrong,  was  hurried  out  under 
Colonel  Crofton  to  defend  the  colony.  Colonel  Crofton  took 
the  place  of  Alexander  Christie  as  Gk>vernor.  The  addition  of 
this  body  of  military  to  the  oolony  gave  picturesqueness  to  the 
hitherto  monotonous  life  of  Bed  River.  A  market  for  produce 
and  the  circulation  of  a  large  sum  of  money  marked  their  stay 
on  Bed  Biver.  The  turbulent  spirits  who  had  made  much 
trouble  were  now  silenced,  or  betook  themselves  to  a  safe  place 
across  the  boundary  line. 
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TRB    PIUUURS  ;    ShSDQR,    KKI^Lj    WB&Er,    OAYUHB,    CBASE, 

A  pioturBsque  lile — The  preirio  huntt*nt  snri  trulera — Gaily-capari- 
funed  uog  trains— Tim  great  winter  p&tketa — Jn^  Ln  the  lonely 
farts' — Toe  aiaimLur  ti-uilu — Tlit:  Yurk  Limt  brig^nde— Exptirt 
wojageuTB — TUe  fiiiiuua  Rod  Bivav  oart — 31iiifi:gaiiflpiJo  jKjiiitfs — 
Tlio  HCreschittg  tiain — Tripping — T!ie  westuru  cajuae — The  giKOt 
bu&]o  built — 'WardtD  of  tLu  plaiiia— Pumtiiican  niid  Fiit--tlL4f 
return  in  tnumph* 


The  great  pruirjas  of  Bupert'a  Land  and  tbeir  uiterseQtiiig 
rivera  ftfbrdod  the  mo^ns  for  tbe  umi|UG  and  picbor^que  life  of 
the  ptaine  hunters  and  traders.  The  tvozQu,  aoowy  plains  and 
lakes  were  eroflged  io  winter  by  the  eei-viceable  aiedge  drawn 
hj  Eflkimo  doga,  familiarly  ca-lled  "Eakiea"  or  "Huskies." 
When  aommer  had  ccnpe,  the  l^es  and  rivora  of  the  prairieB, 
formerlj  skimmed  by  oanoeSr  diu-ing  the  fifty  yeore  from  the 
union  of  the  Companies  till  the  timiaret'  of  Hupett^G  Land  bo 
Canada,  were  for  freight  and  even  i-apiLl  trjfcQsit  crossed  and 
followed  by  York  aad  other  boa»ts<  The  tmosport  of  fiira  and 
other  Freighb  aisi^osa  the  pmiricB  wm  oooompliahod  by  tha  use 
of  carts — entirely  of  wood — drawn  by  Indian  ponies,  oi  by  oxen 
in  hamesB,  while  the  moat  piotiii'eBf^ne  f^aFiure  of  the  prairie 
life  of  Bed  River  was  the  departure  of  ihe  bdgjule  of  carls  witli 
the  huntera  and  Iheii'  familiea  on  it  great  expedition  for  the 
eiLoiting  chase  of  the  buffalo.  These  sivliont  pointG  of  the 
prairie  life  of  the  last  half-eentury  of  fur-trading  life  we  may 
^^'itb  profit  depict. 

Under  the  n^^me  eatahliabed  by  Governor  Simpson,  tbe 
coEnmaniaatiDu  with  the  iiiterloi'  wa?  reduced  to  a  aystem- 
Tlie  great  winter  event  at  Bed  Biver  was  the  leaving  of  the 


358  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY 

North-West  packet  about  December  10th,  By  tlua  ageney 
every  post  in  the  northem  department  was  reaohed,  Sledgea 
and  snowshoea  were  the  means  by  whioh  this  was  aocom- 
plished.  The  sledge  or  tobogan  waa  drawn  by  three  or  four 
^'  HuBkies,"  gaily  capariaoned ;  and  with  these  neatly  harness^ 
dogs  covered  with  belle,  the  traveller  or  the  load  of  Taloables 
waa  hurried  across  the  pathleas  snowy  wastes  of  the  plains  or 
over  the  iee  of  the  frozen  lakes  and  rivers.  The  dogs  oarried 
their  freight  of  fish  on  which  they  lived,  each  being  fed  only 
at  the  close  of  his  day's  work,  and  his  allowance  one  6ab- 

The  winter  packet  was  almost  entirely  confined  to  the 
transport  of  letters  and  a  few  newspapers.  During  Sir  George 
Simpson's  time  an  annual  file  of  the  Montreal  QasetU  was 
sent  to  each  post,  and  to  some  of  the  larger  places  came  a  year's 
file  of  the  London  Times.  A  box  was  fastened  on  the  back 
part  of  tbe  sledge,  and  this  was  packed  with  the  important 
missives  so  prized  when  the  journey  was  ended. 

Going  at  the  rate  of  forty  or  more  miles  a  day  with  the 
precious  freight,  the  party  witb  their  sledges  camped  in  the 
shelter  of  a  olomp  of  trees  or  bushes*  and  built  their  camp 
fire ;  then  each  in  his  blankets,  often  joined  by  the  favourite 
dog  as  a  companion  for  heat,  sought  rest  on  the  couch  of 
spruce  or  willow  boughs  for  the  nigbt  with  the  thermometer 
often  at  30  deg,  or  40  deg.  below  zero  F. 

The  winter  packet  ran  from  Fort  Garry  to  Norway  House,  a 
distance  of  350  miles.  At  this  point  the  packet  was  all  re- 
arranged, a  part  of  the  freight  being  carried  eastward  to 
Hudson  Bay,  the  other  portion  up  the  Saskatchewan  to  the 
western  and  northern  forts.  The  party  which  had  taken  the 
packet  to  Norway  House,  at  that  point  received  the  packages 
from  Hudson  Bay  and  with  them  returned  to  Fort  Garry, 
The  western  mail  from  Norway  House  was  taken  by  another 
sledge  party  up  the  Saskatchewan  Biver,  and  leaving  parcels 
at  posts  along  the  route,  reached  its  rendezvous  at  Carlton 
House.  The  return  party  from  that  point  received  the  mul 
from  the  North,  and  hastened  to  Fort  Garry  by  way  of  6wan 
River  district,  distributing  its  treasures  to  the  posts  it  passed 
and  reaching  Fort  Garry  usually  about  the  end  of  February. 

At  Carlton  a  party  of  runners  from  Edmonton  and  the  Upper 
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So^katchewEui  made  rendezvous,  depoaiLcd  their  piickftge^, 
received  the  outgoing  mail,  and  returned  totboir  homea.  Some 
of  the  matter  collected  froiD  the  Uppitr  Saekatobevpau  nod  that 
brought,  as  we  have  seeOj  by  the  iaJaod  pneVel  from  Fort  Garry 
waa  taken  by  a  new  set  of  niuaej'B  to  Mnckenaie  River  and 
Athabasca^  Thus  at  Carlton  bhord  met  thiee  partiea,  viz.  from 
Fort  Garry,  Edmonton,  and  Athab&fioa.  Eacb  brought  a 
paoket  and  reoeiTed  anothor  back  in  return,  The  retOTD 
packet  from  Carlton  l-o  Fort  GaiT^',  aiTiving  in  February,  wok 
up  the  aocumulated  matoriaU  went  with  it  to  Norway  HouBe, 
thij  place  whence  they  had  stai-ted  in  Docember,  thus  oarryinj^ 
the  "  Red  River  apring  pjicket/*  and  at  Norway  House  it  was 
met  by  another  esprete,  known  &b  the  "  Tork  Factory  spring 
packet,"  which hiui  Juab  arrived.  The  runners  on  these  vorioua 
packets  underwent  great  exposure,  but  they  were  fleet  and 
athletic  and  knew  how  to  act  to  Tihe  boat  advantage  in  etorm 
and  danger.  Tbej  added  a  picture8(jue  interest  to  the  lonely 
li/e  cf  tbo  ice-bound  post  aa  they  arrived  at  it,  delivered  Iheir 
message,  and  again  departed. 


BBBL   A^'D   OIKOK. 

The  tranwtion  from  winter  to  spring  la  a  very  rapid  one  on 
tbe  pldnfi  of  Eupert'G  Land.  The  ioa  upon  the  rivers  and 
lakes  beaomea  honey-combed  and  difiiL-ppears  very  soon.  The 
^elx^uLld  from  the  lay  torpor  of  winter  to  the  active  lilo  of  the 
eea'jou  that  combineH  spring  and  summer  is  marvelloua.  No 
eooner  were  the  waterways  open  in  the  hT-r-trading  days  Cbao 
freight  waa  hurried  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another  by 
means  of  inland  or  York  boats ^ 

These  boats,  it  will  be  i-emomberedf  were  introduced  by 
Governor  Simpsou,  who  found  them  more  aaCe  and  eooDomioal 
tban  the  canoe  generaiDy  in  nee  before  bis  time. 

Eacb  of  tliese  boats  could  caixy  threti  or  four  tens  of  freight* 
and  was  manned  by  nine  men,  one  of  them  being  ^leersmaOi 
the  remitinderp  men  for  the  oar.  Four  to  eight  of  these  craft 
made  up  a  brigade,  and  the  akill  and  rapidity  with  which  these 
boats  could  be  loaded  or  unloaded*  carried  paet  a  portage  or 
drch&rge,  guided  through  rapids  or  over  conudorable  stretches 
of   the   lakes,   was   the    pride    of   then-  Indian   or   bolf-breed 
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tiipflmen,  ftA  they  were  called,  or  the  admiration  of  the  ofiiaei'S 
dftsliiiig  paal  them  (u  their  speedy  caaoatt. 

The  route  from  York  F&t^toi'y  to  Fort  Oarty  being  a  long  and 
continuoTifl  waterway,  waa  a  favoorilo  couratj  for  the  York  boat 
l^ngadeT  Afony  of  the  settlers  oF  tbe  Red  Hiver  Fietilemeot 
becaroe  well-to-do  by  conimandiug  brigades  of  boats  and  oairy- 
iog  freight  for  the  Oompany.  In  the  earhor  days  of  Govemor 
Simpaon  tho  great  part  of  tb^  furs  fj^om  the  interior  woro 
carried  to  B'ort  Garry  or  the  Grand  Portage,  at  the  mouth  of 
tti9  SasktitGhewan,  and  tVience  past  Norway  House  to  Hudson 
Bay.  Fi'om  York  Factory  a  load  of  general  merchandise  was 
brought  baok,  which  had  been  oargo  in  the  Company's  stii^ 
from  the  Thames  to  York.  Lake  Winnipeg  is  generally  clew 
of  ice  early  in  June,  and  the  firat  brigade  would  then  start 
with  ita  seven  or  eight  boats  laden  to  the  guuwaleg  with  fura; 
a  weok  after,  the  second  brigade  wae  under  way,  and  thus,  at 
ictervala  to  keep  clear  of  eaoh  other  in  croasing  the  portages, 
the  catch  of  the  past  aeasOD  waa  carried  out.  The  return  with 
full  supplies  for  the  aettJci^  were  earnestly  looked  for,  and 
the  voyage  both  ways,  including  Bboppagee,  took  some  nine 
weeks  ^ 

Far  up  into  the  interior  the  gcxjda  in  bales  were  taken.  One 
of  the  best  known  routes  wa-s  that  of  what  was  called,  "The 
Portage  Brigade/'  This  ran  from  Lake  Winnipeg  up  the 
Saekatchewao  noitbward,  past  Cumberland  House  end  lie 
k  la  Crosse  to  Methy  Poi-tage,  otherwise  known  as  Portage 
la  Iioche,  where  the  waters  part,  on  one  side  goiog  to  Hudson's 
Bay,  on  the  other  flowing  to  the  Arotio  Sea.  The  trip  made 
from  Fott  Garry  to  Portage  la  Loche  and  return  oooupied 
iiUiul  four  months-  At  Portage  la  Loohe  ihe  brigaxle  from 
ihe  Mackenzie  Biver  arrived  in  time  to  meet  that  hom  the 
south,  aud  was  itself  soon  in  motion,  carrying  its  year's  supply 
of  trading  articleq  for  the  Far  North,  not  eveo  leaving  out 
Peel's  Eiver  f&nd  Lhe  Yukoa. 

The  frequent  tranahipmeuts  required  in  tbeae  long  aud 
dangerous  routes  led  to  the  eouui^e  paoking  of  bales,  of  about 
one  hundred  potmds  each,  each  of  tbem  being  called  aii 
"inland  piece."  Seveaty-Gva  made  up  the  cargo  of  a  York 
bout.    The  skill  with  vrhi^li  theee  boain  could  l>e  Uden  was 
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Burprisiagn     A  good  half-breed  oj-ew  of  ciEie  men  wjla  ftl^o  bo 
load  a  boat  and  pock  the  pieces  aacuvely  in  Rve  mmutes- 

The  boat's  or^w  wa^  uuJer  llie  aoiuinaQd  of  bUe  aboaramjia, 
who  sat  OD  a  taised  platrform  m  the  stera  of  the  boat>  At  llio 
portages  it  was  tho  part  of  the  steoraoiaii  to  nusQ  each  piece 
from  tliQ  ground  and  place  two  of  tbetu  od  Ihe  baclt  of  each 
tripsmanH  to  be  held  in  place  by  the  "portage  strap"  on  tho 
fomheaid.  It  will  be  aeen  thatr  bhe  poeJinoQ  of  tha  oapt^  wa« 
00  sineoiu^e-  Oao  of  the  eight  tripsmGn  w^ks  kaown  as  *'  l>ow3- 
man.  "  In  nmning  rapids  be  stood  at  tlie  bow.  and  with  ^ 
light  polti  directed  the  boat,  giving  information  by^  word  and 
aigu  to  the  abeeraman.  The  position  of  Leaa  lespoasihihty 
thougb  threat  toll  was  that  of  the  *' rniddlemen,"  ol-  rowers. 
When  a  breeze  blew,  a  soil  hoisted  in  the  boat  lightened  their 
la]>OLirs-  Tbe  captain  or  iteeraniao  of  each  boat  was  respoD- 
sible  to  tlie  "  goido,"  who,  as  a  oommaudet:  of  the  brig^e. 
DTaa  a  man  of  mnoh  oKpcnenoo,  and  oonsequci)  tly  held  a 
position  of  aome  importaQce^  Suob  were  tbe  meana  o£  trana- 
port  over  tbe  vast  water  syatoQi  of  Rupert's  Land  up  to  the 
year  1869,  although  some  yeaia  befoi^e  that  Lime  (t-ansport  by 
land  to  Stp  Paul  in  Mmnssota  bad  reaohod  largo  proportions^ 
Since  the  date  named,  railway  and  steamboat  have  directed 
trade  into  new  cbannele,  for  even  Mackenzie  Kiver  now  has  a 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  ateamboat. 


C^3T   AND    CAYUSE» 

The  takes  and  rivers  were  not  aufQcient  to  carry  on  the 
brado  of  the  country.  AccoE'dingly,  land  transport  became  a 
neoeaaity.  If  the  Ojibeway  Indians  found  the  biroh  batk 
canoe  and  the  anowahcc  fio  useful  that  tbey  iissi|;ned  thetr 
origin  k»  the  Manitou,  then  cei'tatnly  it  was  a  happy  thought 
when  bbe  famous  Red  River  cart  was  Buuilarly  eroWedn 
These  two-wheeled  vebiclea  arc  entirely  of  wood,  without  any 
iron  whatever. 

The  wheels  are  large,  being  five  feet  in  diametei\  aacl  am 
three  Inches  thick.  Tbe  Celloea  are  ffi&tened  to  one  another  by 
tongaea  of  wood,  and  pressure  m  levolvi&g  keepa  them  from 
falling  apiirt.  The  hut«  are  Ibich  and  very  strong.  The  axlea 
are  wood  alone,  and  even  blie  lynch  pins  aie  wooden.     A  light 
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box  frame,  tightened  by  wooden  pegs,  is  fastened  by  the  aome 
agency  and  poised  upon  the  axle.  The  price  of  a  cart  in  Bed 
BiTer  of  old  was  two  poundfl. 

The  bamesB  for  the  horse  which  drew  the  oart  was  made  of 
roaghly-tanned  ox  hide,  which  was  locally  known  as  "ahag- 
gatiappe-''  The  name  "shagganappe '*  has  ia  later  years 
been  transferred  to  the  small-sized  horse  used,  which  is  thus 
called  a  "  shaggaua.ppc  pony/' 

The  carts  were  drawn  by  single  ponies,  or  in  some  cases  by 
stalwart  oxen-  These  oxen  were  harnessed  and  wore  a  collar, 
not  the  barbarous  yoke  which  the  ox  has  borne  from  time 
immemorial.  The  ox  in  harness  has  a  swing  of  majesty  aa  he 
goes  upon  his  journey-  The  Indian  pony,  with  a  load  of  foor 
or  five  hundred  pounds  in  a  cart  behind  him,  will  go  at  a 
measured  jog-trot  fifty  or  sixty  miles  a  day.  Heavy  freighting 
carts  made  a  journey  oE  about  twenty  miles  a  day,  the  load 
being  about  eight  hundred  pounds. 

A  train  of  cart?  of  great  length  was  sometimes  made  to  go 
upon  some  long  expedition,  or  for  protection  from  the  thievish 
or  hostile  bands  of  Indians.  A  brigade  consisted  of  ten  carts, 
under  the  charge  of  three  men.  Five  or  sis  more  brigades 
were  joined  in  one  train,  and  this  was  placed  under  the  charge 
of  a  guide,  who  was  vested  with  much  authority.  He  rode 
on  horseback  forward,  marshalling  his  forces,  includiog  the 
management  of  the  spare  horses  or  oxen,  which  often  amounted 
to  twenty  per  cent,  of  tJie  number  of  those  drawing  the  carts. 
The  stopping-places,  chosen  for  good  grass  and  a  plentiful 
supply  of  water,  the  time  of  halting,  the  management  of 
brigades,  and  all  the  details  of  a  considerable  camp  were  under 
the  care  of  this  officer-in-chief. 

One  of  the  most  notable  cart  trails  and  freighting  roada  on 
the  prairies  was  that  from  Fort  Garry  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 
This  was  an  excellent  road,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Red  Elver, 
through  Dakota  territory  for  some  two  hundred  miles,  and 
then,  by  crossing  the  Bed  Biver  into  Minnesota,  the  road  led 
for  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  down  to  St.  Paul.  The  writer, 
who  came  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  fifty  years  we  are 
describing,  can  testify  to  the  excellence  of  this  road  over  the 
level  prairies.    At  the  period  when  the  Sioux  Indians  were  in 
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travoU  and  the  niaBsacve  of  the  whilea  book  place  in  13G2,  tbia 
route  v?as  dongeroiiSr  ^^^  the  road,  though  nob  90  smooth  ojid 
not  BO  di-y,  was  followed  on  the  east  girle  of  the  B^  BtTei% 

Erery  season  nhouti  three  bundred  carts,  employing  one 
hundied  men,  depurted  trom  Fort  Garry  to  go  apon  the  "  trip," 
fts  it  was  called,  to  Bl.  P[iul,  or  in  later  limea  to  SC,  Cloud, 
when  tb&  i-ailway  had  reached  that  place.  The  viait  of  Uiie 
band  coming  from  the  north,  with  their  woodeti  carta,  '^ahog- 
ganappe  "  ponies,  aod  hoTDcssed  oxen,  bringing  huge  bales  of 
precioTiB  fura,  awakened  great  interest  in  St.  Paul-  The  late 
J.  W.  Taylor,  who  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  held  the 
poaition  of  AiuericB.a  Consul  at  Winnipeg,  and  who,  on  oeaounb 
of  his  interest  in  tha  North-Weat  prairies,  bore  the  name  of 
"  Saskatohewan  Taylor,"  was  wont  to  dcacribc  most  graphi- 
cally the  advent,  as  he  saw  it,  of  this  strange  eipeditioii, 
coming,  like  a  Midiunitish  oaravati  in  tha  East,  to  trade  at  the 
ceutral  marL  On  SundEbys  they  oncamped  near  Bt,  Paul. 
There  waa  the  greatosti  decorum  and  order  in  camp;  their 
religious  demeacour,  their  honest  aod  well-to-do  appearonoe, 
and  their  peaceful  di^poaltion  were  an  oasis  in  the  de&ert  of  the 
wild  and  reckless  inLabitanlh  of  early  Minnesota. 

Anothor  notable  route  for  carts  was  that  westward  frotu 
Fort  Gwry  by  way  of  Fort  EUioe  to  Carlton  House,  a  distance 
of  some  live  hundred  miles.  It  will  he  remembered  that  It 
was  by  bhia  route  tha.i  Governor  Simpson  in  early  days, 
Falliaer,  Milton,  and  Gheadle  found  their  wn^y  to  tho  West,  la 
later  daya  the  route  was  extended  to  Edmonton  Houae,  a 
tbousand  miles  in  all.  It  was  a  whole  auoimer'B  work  to 
make  the  trip  to  Bdntortton  and  return, 

On  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compauy  reaerve  of  five  bundrod 
ftorea  around  Fort  Garry  was  a  wide  camping-ground  for  tho 
"trippers"  and  tradera.  Day  after  day  was  flied  for  iho 
departure,  but  still  the  timers  lingered.  After  much  leave- 
taking,  the  great  train  started^  It  was  a  sight  to  be  remem- 
bered. The  gaily 'Oompiu-isoned  horsefl,  the  hasty  farewells, 
lh«  huny  of  women  u,nd  children,  the  multitude  of  dogs,  the 
balky  Lorsee,  the  suMuing  and  LorneSBing  and  attaching  of 
the  roatlcss  ponies,  all  made  it  a  picturesque  day, 

Xl^e  train  in  motion  appealed  not  only  to  the  eye,  but  to  the 
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ear  &fi  well,  the  wooden  &xlea  creaked,  aod  the  creaking  of  & 
train  with  every  cart  contributing  its  dismal  share,  oonld  be 
heard  more  than  a  roile  away.  Id  the  Far  West  the  early 
traders  uHed  the  oayuee,  or  Indian  pony,  and  "  trftTOie/'  For 
transporting  burdens  long  distances.  The  "  bravoie  "  consisted 
of  two  stout  poles  fastened  together  over  the  back  of  the  horse, 
and  dragging  their  lower  ends  upon  the  ground.  Groat  loads — 
almost  inconceivable,  indeed — were  thus  carried  across  the 
patbldSB  prairies.  The  Bed  Biver  cart  and  the  Indian  oayuse 
were  tbe  product  of  the  needs  of  the  praines- 

PLAIN    HUNTERS    AND    THE    BUFFALO, 

A  generation  had  passed  since  the  founding  of  tbe  Selkirk 
settlement,  and  the  little  handful  of  Scottish  settlers  had 
become  a  comraunity  of  five  thousand.  This  growth  bad  not 
been  brought  about  by  immigration,  nor  by  natural  increase, 
but  by  what  may  be  called  a  process  of  accretion.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  Rupert's  Land  and  adjoining  territories  the 
employes  of  the  Company,  whether  from  Lower  Oanada  or 
from  tbe  Orkney  Islands,  as  well  as  the  clerks  and  officers  of 
the  country,  had  intermarried  with  the  Indian  women  of  the 
tribes^ 

When  the  trader  or  Company's  servant  had  gained  a  com- 
petence suited  to  his  ideas,  he  thought  it  right  to  retire  from 
the  active  fur  trade  and  fioat  down  the  rivers  to  the  settlement, 
which  the  first  Qovemor  of  Manitoba  called  the  "  Paradise  of 
Bed  Biver/'  Here  tbe  hunter  or  officer  procured  a  strip  of 
laud  from  the  Company,  on  it  erected  a  house  for  the  abelter 
of  his  "  dusky  race  "  and  engaged  in  agriculture,  though  Ua 
former  life  largely  unfitted  him  for  this  occupation.  In  thia 
way,  four-fifths  of  the  population  of  the  settlement  were  half- 
breeda,  with  their  own  traditions,  seusibilities,  and  prejudices 
— the  one  part  of  tbem  speaking  French,  with  a  dash  of  Cree 
mixed  with  it,  the  other  Enghsh  which,  too,  had  the  form  of  a 
Bed  Biver  patois. 

We  have  seen  that  tripping  and  hunting  gave  a  livelihood  b> 
some^  if  not  the  great  majority,  but  these  occupations  unfitted 
men  for  following  the  plough.  In  addition  there  was  ne 
market  for  produce,  so  that   agriculture  did   not   in  general 
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thrive^  One  of  the  CavoiLrite  features  of  R«<1  Hiver,  ^biab 
fitted  in  tlioiougbly  with  the  roving  traditions  oF  the  krge  part 
of  the  popuULiDit,  niis  Lhe  aoiiua.]  buffalo  htuit.  which,  for  those 
vrbo  eQga^d  ia  it,  occupied  a  gi'Cat  poHion  of  the  aummer- 

We  bavG  the  person itl  reminiBoencea  oE  the  hunt  b^^ 
Alexander  Boss,  Bometiuie  sherifT  of  Assinibola,,  which,  as 
being  lively  and  gi^D.phic,  &re  worthy  ot  being  reprodacsd. 

BosBflaya  :  "  Bufelo  hunting  heie.  like  bear  baiting  in  India, 
has  beoomo  a  popular  and  faivourile  amuaemont  among  all 
olaaaea  \  and  Red  Biver,  in  coaaaquenee,  has  been  brought  into 
some  degree  oE  notice  by  the  presence  of  atrangera  from  foreign 
GOUiLtriee.  We  are  oow  oooaaionatly  visited  by  men  of  soience 
as  well  aa  men  of  plesieure.  The  war  road  of  the  sjivnge  and 
the  solitary  haunt  of  the  bear  havo  oE  lata  been  resorted  to  by 
the  florist,  the  botanist,  and  the  geoLogiat ;  nor  is  it  nncommoo 
noAvadays  to  see  ofiiocrs  of  the  Guards,  Icnigbts^  baronebst  and 
BOme  of  the  higher  nobility  of  England  and  othoi^  countHea 
coursing  their  steeds  over  the  boundlesg  plains  and  enjoying 
the  pleasures  of  the  chase  among  the  biH-bretids  and  savages 
of  the  country^  DiHtinctiou  of  rank  is,  of  course,  oitt  of  the 
question,  and,  at  tbc  oloae  ot  Ihe  adventurous  day  eiLI  squat 
down  in  merry  mood  together,  enjoying  the  social  freedom  of 
equality  round  Nature's  table  and  the  novel  treat  of  a  fresh 
buffalo  steak  scrvod  up  rn  tho  atylo  of  tho  oountry,  that  is  to 
say,  roasled  on  a  forked  stick  before  the  fixe ;  a  keen  appetite 
their  only  aauoe,  cold  water  tbeir  only  bevemge.  Lookiog  at 
tbis  assemblage  thi-ough  the  medium  of  the  I :ti agination,  bUe 
mind  is  led  back  to  the  obivalric  period  of  former  days^  when 
chiefs  and  vaeaale  took  oounsel  together.  .  .  . 

"  With  the  earliest  dawn  of  spring  the  hi-iniors  are  in  motion 
like  beea.  and  iho  colony  in  a  stale  of  confuaion,  from  their 
going  to  and  fro,  in  order  to  rai^e  the  wind  and  prepare  Ihem- 
Belvoa  (or  the  fascinating  enjoyments  of  hunting.  It  ia  now 
that  the  Company,  the  farmers,  tho  petty  traders  are  all  beset 
by  their  inceaaant  and  IiTeKiatible  importunities.  The  plaiD 
matiia  brings  e^crythiiig  else  to  a  stand.  One  wants  a  horse, 
another  an  ane,  a  third  a  cart ;  ihey  want  ammunition,  they 
want  clothing,  they  want  provisions  ;  and  though  people  refuse 
one  or   tw^o  they  canuot   deny  a  whole  population,  for,  indeed. 
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oTer-mnch  obatinaay  would  not  be  unattended  with  risk. 
Thus  the  sebtlera  are  reluctantly  dra^^ed  into  profligate 
speculation - 

*'  The  plain  hunters,  finding  they  can  get  whatever  they 
want  without  ready  money,  are  led  into  minouB  extravagances  ; 
but  the  evil  of  the  long  credit  system  does  not  end  here.  .  .  . 
So  many  temptations,  ho  many  attractions  are  held  out  to 
the  thoughtlesa  and  giddy,  ao  fascinating  is  the  aweet  air  of 
freedom,  that  even  the  offspring  of  the  Europeane.  aa  well  aa 
natives,  are  often  induced  to  caat  off  their  habits  of  induatry 
and  leave  their  comfortable  homea  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the 
plains. 

"  The  practical  result  of  all  this  may  be  stated  in  a  few  words. 
After  the  expedition  atarts  there  ia  not  a  man-servant  or  maid^ 
servant  to  be  found  in  the  colony-  At  any  aeason  bat  seed 
time  and  harveat'time,  the  settlement  is  literally  swarming  with 
idlers  ;  but  at  tbeae  urgent  periods  money  cannot  procure  tbem. 

"  The  actual  money  value  expended  on  one  trip,  estimating 
alao  their  loat  time,  is  aa  follows : — 

1310  carts  (in  1S40)  ,...:,..  £1816 

620  buntan  (two  mtmtbii)  at  I0.  >  day                   .         ,  1600 

650  women  (two  months)  at  9if .   ,                            .         .  1460 

360  boys  and  girU  (two  months)  at  4d:        ,        ,        ,  360 

403  buffalo  runners  (horses)  at  15/-      ....  6016 

655  cart  horaea  at  8J 5340 

586  draught  ojqd  at  6/. 3616 

GimBf  guupowddr,  knives,  axes,  hartkessT  camp  equi- 

pSige,  and  utensils  (estimate  approaching)                ,  3700 

SBy£34;)00 

"  BVom  Fort  Garry,  Jnne  15th,  1840,  the  cavalcade  and  camp 
followers  went  erowding  on  to  the  public  road,  and  thence, 
stretching  from  point  to  point,  till  the  third  day  in  the  evening, 
when  they  reached  Pembina  (sixty  miles  aouth  of  Fort  Garry), 
the  great  rendezvous  on  such  occasions.  When  the  hnntera 
leave  the  settlement  it  enjoys  that  reUef  which  a  person  feels 
on  recovering  from  a  long  and  painful  siokncea.  Here,  on 
a  level  plain,  the  whole  patriarohal  camp  squatted  down  like 
pilgrims  on  a  joomey  to  the  Holy  Land  in  ancient  days,  only 
not  quite  so  devout,  for  neither  scrip  nor  staff  were  conaeorated 
for  the  occasion.    Here  the  roll  was  of"  "■  and  general  muster 
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tiUGGD,  whefi  they  aombered  on  this  occasion  1630  soola:  &nd 
here  tihe  rtile^  and  re^ulsibiona  for  the  journey  ware  finatly 
aetbled.  The  ofQcitvls  for  the  trip  vrei^  oamed  aad  insULled 
into  office,  and  oU  without  the  aid  of  writing  mbto/]fll3> 

"  The  oamp  occupied  as  much  ground  els  \  niodern  OLty,  and 
WftB  formed  in  \  circle.  All  the  carts  wero  placed  aide  by  side, 
the  trams  outwiu-d,  Wibhla  this  line  of  circumvalliitioa,  Ibe 
tenia  were  pUood  in  double,  treble  rovra,  at  one  end,  the 
nnimab  at  the  other,  in  front  of  the  tents^  Thie  ia  the  order  m 
fill  dargerouB  places,  but  where  no  dangei-  (s  apprehended,  the 
auimBls  are  kept  on  tliB  outside'  Thua  the  carte  foimdd  & 
ebrong  bftvriov,  not  only  for  securing  the  people  and  tUeir 
animols  within,  hut  as  a  plo^e  of  abelter  &nd  defence  against  an 
attack  of  the  enemy  from  without. 

In  LS^  tho  nuTubor  uf  oartv  aafiombUd  for  the  tirst  trip  was     .    AhO 
T.  1B35  „  u  n  ft  »  »  •660 

yj  iHw  H  fi  II  V,  r*  VI  ■     '^i' 

ir  1935        , „        ,1        „  ,  07a 

t,  1840  „  „  „  „  „  „  .  \^\Q 

"There  is  another  appendage  belonging  to  Ibo  e^tpc^dition, 
and  ibese  are  not  alwaya  the  least  noiSy,  via.  the  doga  or  camp 
foUowerfi.  On  the  present  ocaaslon  they  □umbered  no  few&r 
than  542.  !n  deep  anow,  whei«  boiaes  oomiot  conveniently  be 
used,  dogs  are  very  oervieoahle  animalQ  to  the  buotera  in  these 
parts.  The  hftlf-br€ed,dres^ied  in  his  wolf  coarame,  tackles  two 
oi  three  sturdy  cui^  into  a  Qab  sled,  tlirowa  bimHclf  on  it  at  full 
length  I  and  gets  among  the  buffalo  nnperceived.  Here  the  bow 
and  arrow  play  their  part  lo  prevent  noise.  And  here  the 
skilful  hubler  kills  as  many  as  be  pleases,  and  returns  to 
oauip  without  dJHtuxbing  the  b&nd. 

"But  now  to  the  camp  again— the  letgest  of  the  kind, 
perhaps,  in  the  world.  The  first  step  was  to  bold  &  oooncil  for 
the  nominatioQ  of  cliiefs  or  officers  for  oouducting  the  expedition. 
Ten  capUUuB  were  named,  the  senior  on  this  occasion  being 
Jean  Baptistc  Wilkie,  an  Enghab  half-brocdj  brought  up  among 
the  French,  a  man  of  good  sound  sense  and  long  experience, 
and  withal  a  fine,  bold- looking,  oud  discreet  fellow,  &  BBOond 
Nirarod  m  hia  way. 

"  Boeides  boiog  captain,  in  ooounon  with  the  oibere,  he  was 
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styled  the  great  war  chief  or  bead  of  the  eamp,  and  on  all 
public  occoflionB  he  occupied  the  place  of  president.  Allartioles 
of  property  found  without  an  owner  were  carried  to  him,  and 
he  diaposed  of  them  by  a  crier,  who  went  round  the  camp 
every  evening,  were  it  only  an  awl-  Each  captain  had  ten 
soldiers  under  hie  orders,  m  much  the  same  way  as  policemen 
are  subject  to  the  magistrate-  Teu  guides  were  likewise 
appointed,  and  here  we  may  remark  that  people  in  a  rude  state 
of  society,  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  are  generally  partial 
to  the  number  ten-  Their  duties  were  to  guide  the  camp  each 
m  his  turn — that  is  day  about — during  the  expedition.  The 
camp  flag  belongs  to  the  guide  of  the  day^  he  is  therefore 
standard  bearer  in  virtue  of  his  officc- 

"The  hoisting  of  the  flag  every  moming  is  the  signal  for 
raising  camp.  Half  an  hour  is  the  full  time  allowed  to  prepare  for 
the  march ;  but  if  anyone  is  sick  or  their  animals  have  strayed, 
notice  is  seot  to  the  guide,  wbo  halts  till  all  is  made  right- 
From  the  time  the  fiag  is  hoisted,  however,  till  the  hour  of 
camping  arrives  it  is  never  taken  down.  The  flag  taken  down 
is  a  signal  for  encamping-  While  it  is  up  the  guide  is  chief  of 
the  expedition.  Captains  are  subject  to  hLm^  and  the  soldiers  of 
the  day  are  his  messengers  ^  he  commands  all.  The  moment 
the  flag  is  lowered  his  functions  cease,  and  the  captains'  and 
soldiers'  duties  commence,  They  point  out  the  order  of  the 
camp,  and  every  cart  as  it  arrives  moves  bo  its  appointed  place. 
This  business  usually  occupies  about  the  same  time  as  raisiog 
oamp  in  the  morning ;  for  everything  moves  with  the  regu- 
larity  of  clock  work. 

All  being  ready  to  leave  Pembina,  the  captains  and  other 
chief  men  hold  another  council  and  lay  down  the  rules  to  be 
observed  during  the  expedition.  Those  made  on  the  present 
occasion  were : — 

(1)  No  bufialo  to  be  run  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

(2)  No  party  to  fork  off,  lag  behind,  or  go  before,  without 
permission. 

[3]  No  person  or  pai'ty  to  run  buffalo  before  the  general 
order- 

(4)  Every  captain  with  his  men  in  turn  to  patrol  the  camp 
and  keep  guard* 
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(5)  For  the  first  trespEisa  ik^^st  tboso  laws,  the  offoDder  to 
have  his  fisiddJe  a^ad  bridle  out  up, 

(6)  For  the  second  offence  the  coab  tc  be  taken  off  the 
ofTeDder'e  bock  and  to  be  cut  up. 

(7)  For  the  Uiird  ofieaoe  the  oETeuder  to  be  flof^ged, 

(8)  Aoy  person  convicted  ol  tbcft,  even  lo  the  value  of  & 
sinewt  tio  be  broughti  Lo  the  middle  cf  the  oatop,  luid  the  orier 
to  call  out  hie  or  bar  n&me  three  times,  ibdding  the  word 
"Thiaf"  ttt  each  time. 

*'  On  the  ^Ist  tbe  stort  was  m&de,  and  the  pioturesque  line  of 
march  suod  alretchad  to  tho  length  of  soma  five  or  eii  mileB  ic 
the  direction  of  Bouth-weat  towojda  Cdte  %,  rique>  At  2  p.oi, 
the  flag  waa  struck,  ns  ii  signal  for  reeting  tho  ^mmale.  After 
a  short  interval  it  was  hoUled  again,  and  in  a  few  minutea  tbe 
vt^hole  linewGLB  in  niotioo,  and  oontmued  the  route  till  five  or  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  the  flag  wag  hauled  down  ae  &  signal 
to  eticamp  for  the  nigbt.     Distance  travelled,  tivcnty  milee. 

'*  The  camp  being  formed,  all  tbe  leading  men,  offioialB,  and 
others  assembled,  ae  the  general  custom  is,  on  some  rising 
ground  or  enituence  outside  the  riug,  Oiud  bbere  squatted  them- 
aelvee  down,  tailor-Like,  on  the  graas  in  a  eort  of  council, 
each  having  his  gun,  his  fiEooking  bag  in  hie  hand,  and  his  pipe 
in  his  mouth.  In  this  situation  tbe  ooourreuaes  of  th«  day 
were  discussed,  and  the  line  of  cnarcb  for  Ibe  morrow  agreed 
upon.  This  Little  meeting  we^  full  of  interest,  o&d  the  faol 
struck  me  very  forcibly  that  there  is  happiness  and  pleasure  m 
Tihe  socrer^y  of  the  most  illLterate  meo,  sympatbetieally  if  not 
intelleotuaJIy  inclined,  as  well  aa  among  the  learned,  and  I 
must  say  I  found  (ess  aolfiabneas  and  moro  liberality  among 
these  ordinary  men  thac  I  had  been  aoouBtomed  to  find  in 
higher  circles.  Their  conversation  was  free,  practical,  and 
Interesting,  and  ibe  time  passed  on  more  agreeably  than  could 
be  expected  among  suob  people,  iiLi  wc  toocbed  on  politics. 

*•  Of  late  years  the  field  of  chase  haa  been  Car  from  Pembina, 
and  the  hunters  do  not  so  much  as  know  in  ^hat  direction 
they  may  find  the  bu&klo,  as  these  anim^als  frequeally  shift 
their  grciimd-  It  is  a  mere  leap  in  the  dark,  whether  at  the 
outset  the  expeditico)  takes  the  right  or  the  wrong  road ;  and 
thair  luck  in  tbe  ohase,  of  courser  depends  materially  on  tbe 
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ohoiod  they  mako-  Thd  year  a£  our  D&rrfltive  they  trAvelled  t. 
soatii-weat  or  middle  course,  being  the  oc©  genemlly  preferrod, 
siucfs  ic  lea^a  past  juost  cf  tbe  rivers  nQar  iheir  Bourcest  vrbere 
they  &ro  eoieily  croascd^  Tb<i  only  inoonvameaoe  att«ading  this 
ohoioe  is  the  acitrciC^'  of  wood,  which  \n.  a  worm  seftson  ifl  but  ft 
seoobdary  consideration - 

"  Not  to  dwell  ou  the  ordJoaiy  routme  oE  each  day's  journey, 
it  was  the  mntb  day  from  Pembina  before  we  reached  the 
Cheyonne  Eiver,  distant  only  about  150  miles,  and  aa  yet  wo 
bad  not  seen  a  single  biLnd  of  buffalo.  On  Jnly  3rd,  our  nina- 
teenlli  day  from  the  aetiblejuent,  aad  at  a  distunce  of  littld  mor^ 
than  W^  miles,  wo  cbme  in  eight  of  our  doatined  hunting 
grounds,  and  on  the  da,y  following  wa  had  our  first  haffalo  raoe. 
Our  array  in  the  field  must  have  been  a  grand  and  imposing 
one  to  tbosfl  who  had  never  aeen  the  like  before.  Nc  leas 
than  400  hunb3tnen,  all  mouuted,  and  onsiously  waiting  for  the 
word  "  Start  1  "  took  up  their  position  in  a  line  fit  one  end  of 
the  oampt  while  Captain  WUJde,  with  his  spygtass  at  his  eye, 
Aurveyed  the  buffalo,  examined  the  ground,  and  issued  Ha 
orders.  At  eight  o'clock  the  whole  octyalc^e  broke  ground, 
and  inivJo  for  the  bn^alo  ;  hrst  at  a  elow  ti^ot^  then  at  a  gallcp, 
aad  laatly  at  fall  speed.  Thefr  adranee  was  over  n  dead  level, 
the  plain  having  no  hollow  or  abelter  of  any  kind  U>  conceal 
their  appi'oaoh.  We  oeed  not  ariswer  any  queries  aQ  to  the 
feeling  and  anxiety  of  the  oamp  on  such  an  occasion.  When 
the  borsemen  starUd  the  cattle  might  have  b^en  a  mile  and  a 
half  abeadf  but  they  bod  apprfioobed  to  withJn  four  or  five 
hundred  yards  before  the  bulls  curved  their  tails  or  pawed  the 
ground.  In  a  moment  more  the  herd  took  digbt,  and  horeo 
«knd  rider  are  presently  ee«ii  bursting  in  among  tb^m.  Shots 
ve  heardi  and  all  is  smoke,  doah.  and  hurry.  The  faLl«st  exe 
fini  NQfled  out  for  elau^^i^r.  and  in  less  time  thitJi  we  bav« 
ooonpiod  with  the  description,  a  thousand  oaroassos  atrew  the 
plain 

"'  Tbe  moment  bho  atumals  Lake  to  flight  the  beat  ruiiners  dart 
forwiard  m  ftdraooo.  At  Ibis  mom^nl  a  good  bcr«e  i«  iDTalu- 
able  bo  his  ovroor,  (or  oat  oJ  the  100  on  this  oocefiion,  net 
&bov«  fifty  got  thg  first  ehuM«  of  tht  Eal  ootrs  A  good  hone 
and  an  axperionoed  lidor  will  caloot  aikI  kill  fmm  ten  to  twelve 
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itEnmals  at  ono  boat,  while  inferior  horses  are  ooatantied  with 
two  or  three.  But  mccb  depends  on  the  DAture  of  the  ground. 
On  this  ocaaBion  the  surfBce  was  rochy,  fliiJ  fjll  of  badger 
Iioloa.  Twenty-three  horses  and  riders  were  at  one  moment 
sprawliag  on  the  ground.  One  horae,  gored  by  o.  buU,  was 
killed  on  the  spot,  two  men  diaribled  by  tbe  fftll.  One  rider 
broke  bin  shoulder  blade :  anotlier  burst  hia  gun  and  lost  three 
of  hia  fingers  by  the  accident  \  and  a  thhd  w&s  struck  on  the 
knee  by  an  exhausted  bull.  These  acoidente  will  not  be 
tboiighl  aver-numerous  conHiderJng  tba  result;  for  in  Cha 
evening  no  leaa  than  1S75  bilSalo  tongues  were  broogbt 
into  camp. 

"  The  rider  of  &  good  horw  seldom  fires  till  withio  three  or 
four  yards  of  hia  object,  and  never  mlssGE.  And,  what  ia 
adniirable  in  [loint  of  braining,  the  momenl^  the  shot  la  fired 
bis  steed  springs  on  one  eldo  to  avoid  stumbling  orer  the 
animfi],  whereas  an  awkward  and  shy  horse  will  cot  approach 
withm  ten  or  fifteen  yards,  oonsequently  the  rider  has  often  to 
fire  nt  mndom  and  not  infrequenEily  nuBsea.  Many  of  tfaem, 
boweveri  will  fire  at  double  that  cEiatance  and  make  sura  of 
every  shot.  The  moutb  is  always  full  of  balia ;  they  load  and 
fire  at  the  gdElop,  and  but  seldom  drop  a  mark,  altliougb  soma 
do  to  designate  the  Einimal. 

"  Of  all  Ibe  operatjons  which  mark  the  hunter's  life  and  are 
essential  to  bis  ullitnfLte  suecess,  the  most  perple^^ing,  perhaps, 
ia  that  of  finding  out  and  identiTyirg  the  animals  be  kills 
during  a  race-  Imagine  400  horsemen  entering  at  full  speed 
a  herd  of  Bome  thousaods  of  buffalo,  all  in  rapid  motion. 
Riders  in  clouds  of  dust  and  volumes  of  emoke  which  darken 
the  air,  crossing  and  reerossing  each  otiier  in  every  direction 
ahots  on  tbo  light,  on  the  left,  behind,  before,  here,  there,  two, 
three,  a  dozen  at  a  time,  everywhere  tn  close  succession,  at 
the  same  moment.  Horses  stumbling,  riders  falhn^,  dead  luid 
wounded  animals  tumbling  here  and  there,  one  over  the  other ; 
and  this  etgzag  and  bewildering  m  ^At  continued  for  an  hour 
or  mote  together  in  wild  confusion.  And  yot,  from  practice, 
so  keen  is  the  eye,  so  oorrect  the  judgment,  that  after  getting 
to  the  end  of  the  race,  he  ean  not  only  tell  ]^he  number  of 
animala  which  he  had  shot  down,  but  the  position  tn  which 
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each  lies — on  the  right  or  on  the  left  side — the  spot  where 
the  Bbot  hit,  and  the  direction  of  the  ball ;  and  also  retrace  his 
way,  step  by  Btep,  through  the  whole  race  and  reoogmze  every 
animal  be  had  the  fortune  to  kill,  without  the  least  hesitation 
or  difficulty.  To  divine  how  this  is  aooomplished  bewilders 
the  imagination- 

'*  The  main  party  arrived  on  the  return  journey  at  Pembina 
on  August  17tb,  after  a  journey  of  two  months  and  two  days. 
In  due  time  tbe  settlement  was  reached,  and  the  trip  being  a 
successful  one,  the  returns  on  this  occasion  may  be  taken  as  a 
fair  annual  average.  An  approximation  to  the  trath  is  all  we 
can  arrive  at,  however.  Our  estimate  ia  nine  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  buffalo  meat  per  cart,  a  thousand  being  considered 
tbe  full  load,  which  gives  one  million  and  eighty-nine  thousand 
pounds  in  all.  or  something  more  than  two  hundred  pounda 
weight  for  each  individual,  old  and  young,  in  the  settlement. 
As  soon  as  the  ejtpedition  arrived,  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
aoeording  to  usual  custom,  issued  a  notice  that  it  would  take  a 
certain  specified  quantity  of  provisions,  not  from  each  fellow 
that  bad  been  on  the  plains,  but  from  each  old  and  recognized 
hunter-  The  established  price  at  this  period  for  the  three 
kinds  over  head,  fatt  pemmican,  and  dried  meat,  was  two  peace 
a  pound.  This  was  then  the  Company's  standard  price  \  but 
there  is  generally  a  market  for  all  the  fat  they  bring.  During 
the  years  1839,  1840,  and  1841,  the  Company  expended  five 
thousand  pounda  on  the  purchase  of  plain  provisions,  of  which 
the  hunters  got  last  year  tbe  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds, 
being  rather  more  money  than  all  the  agricultural  class 
obtained  for  their  produce  in  the  same  year-  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  Company's  demand  affords  the  only 
regular  market  or  outlet  in  the  Colony,  and,  as  a  matter  it 
oonree,  it  is  the  first  supplied." 
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The  lilfink  sboroa  an^irtigreeftir?— Now  aa  at  tlie  b«|^QmDff — York 
Factory — Dewri  ration  of  BaHflntypa— The  weather— Scmmffr 
Cdmet  with  >  niah— Picking  np  nubsiHtenoe— Tho  Indimn  trado  — 
InhoHpitfthle  Ijibrnrlor — EBtabliJilimont  of  Ungavn  Buy— MciLefl»i 
nt  Fort  Chirno^HarrTfl  of  c^rihoo — KiiWiiuo  raflA — "ShuJowy 
TartariiH"* — The  Wini^fl  (Tomaina — Mingati^MackaoKift — Tlio  Guff 
nattlementfl — The  Mnrjiviaita — Their  four  miBsioiw— Rigol©tt<»j 
tile  i!iii«f  ti-atUiig  pfMt — A  school  for  ilevelopirg  flbnrsctor— Cbitif 
FACtnr  DortiiM  A-  Siiiitli— Joiirat^ya  aToug  Iho  coELst— A  l^arniii 
shoro. 

Ltte  on  the  Bhorea  of  Hudson  B&y  is  as  utiohfljigeable  as  the 
abortis  ftnH  scdnary  of  tliticoajib  ure  moDotoDoua.  The  Dwumpy, 
treeless  Qata  tbat  flurroun^  the  B^y  simpTy  change  from  the 
[razoa,  anow-clad  espaiiso  which  Btrotchc^^  aa  fur  na  thoeye  ciui 
sea  in  winter,  to  tbe  sununer  green  of  Che  unendJag  grey 
willows  &nd  stunted  shi'uhs  T.bat  cover  the  swnmpy  abpi'ds. 
For  &  few  open  montbe  ibe  green  prevails,  fi.nd  then  nature  for 
eight  months  asanmea  her  winding  gheet  of  ioy  anow. 

For  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  life  bus  been  as  unvarying 
□n  these  wastes  as  travQliers  tell  us  are  tbe  mannera  and 
customs  o£  living  of  the  Bedouins  on  tbeir  rocky  Araby.  No 
log  ehontios  i^ve  way  in  a  gentircition  to  tbe  settler's  houae, 
lltnd  th«n  to  the  oomfortahle,  well-huilt  stone  or  bHck  dwelling, 
whiob  ibe  fertile  p&rts  of  AmeHca  so  readily  permit.  The 
acoounta  of  McLean,  Dae.  ByetHOn,  and  Ballautyne  of  the 
middle  of  tbe  ninoteenth  ceutury  ore  precisely  Iboae  of  Bobson, 
Ellis,  orHearne  of  tbe  eigbteenlb  century,  or  indeed  practioaliy 
those  of  the  early  yeara  of  the  Company  in  the  seventeenth 
centujy, 

Tbe  sbipa  a&ll  from  Gravesend  on  the  Thamea  with  tbe  same 
oenmoEiies,  wiih  Ihemit  and  dinoei-  of  the  committee  of  the 
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directors,  the  "  great  guas,"  as  the  aB.ilor9  caU  them,  ae  Ibejr 
hAVQ'dcne  for  two  centuries  and  b.  quaJter,  from  Lbfi  da.ya  of 
2aohari^  GiUam  aud  Pierre  Esprit  BadieaoD'  Ho  mora 
eetblement  ia  oow  seen  on  Hndfion  Bay  than  m  the  early  timo, 
uoJeafi  it  be  m  the  dweiUogs  of  the  Chriatimiized  and  civilized 
ewampy  Creefi  flJid  in  the  miesion  housei4  around  which  tbd 
Indiana  b&ve  gathered. 

York  Factory,  up  to  (he  middle  of  the  nineteenth  oentai7p 
retaiaed  its  fluptemacy.  However,  at  timos,  ITort  Cburcbill, 
with  its  well-built  walls  itod  fonnidabld  bastions,  may  have 
disputed  tbU  primacy,  yet  York  Factory  was  the  dep&t  for  tiie 
loterior  uluiost  nninteiTupCedly-  To  it  came  the  goods  for  tlie 
northern  dep&rtmenl,  by  way  in  a  emgle  season  of  the  vessel 
the  l^r\nc&  ifu;jer£,  tbe  sueeeBEcr  of  a  long  line  of  Princtf 
Rupert's,  from  the  drgt  one  of  1680,  or  of  ila  eompamona,  ihe 
Princa  Albert  or  the  Pri/icc  iifWaJ^,  By  these,  the  fura  frem 
the  Far  North  fi>ucd  tbeir  way  ae  at  the  tiratj  K>  the  Ccmptkny's 
house  in  London. 

York  Factory  is  a  ]£.rge  square  of  aome  six  aoreB,  ^yiiig  along 
Haye»  River,  and  shut  in  by  high  »«kjckai)es^  The  bons^B  are 
all  wooden,  and  on  account  of  the  awampy  soil  ore  raised  up 
to  esocLpe  the  water  of  the  spring  time  Hoods,  At  a  poiot  of 
Bdrantage,  a  lofty  platform  was  erected  to  serve  as  a  "  look-ODt " 
to  watcb  fo^  the  coniing  ship,  the  great  annual  event  of  the 
slow-passing  Uvea  of  the  occupants  of  the  post.  The  flagstaCT, 
en  wbioht  as  is  the  custom  at  all  Hudsen's  Bay  Company  posts, 
the  ensign  with  the  mngic  letters  H,  B.  C.  floats,  EpcaJcs  at 
once  oi  matiy  au  old  tradition  and  of  great  aahievements^ 

Ballantyne  in  his  lively  style  speaks  of  hia  two  years  at  the 
post,  and  deEcribee  the  life  of  a  young  Hudson's  Bay  Cotupkny 
officer.  The  chiGf  factor,  to  the  eye  of  the  yoimg  clerkj 
lepre stints  euccesH  achieved  and  is  the  embodiment  of 
authority,  which,  on  account  of  the  isolation  of  the  posts  and 
the  absence  of  atl  law,  is  ahaoEnto  and  unquestioned.  York 
Factory,  being  a  depot,  has  a  considerable  staff,  chiefly  young 
men,  who  live  In  the  hauhelors'  ball.  Here  dwell  the  surgeoDj 
acconntant,  postmaster,  half  a  dozen  olerkSt  and  others. 

Id  winter,  Dallcintyne  says^  days,  if  net  weeks,  passed 
rithout  the  arrival  ol  a  viailor,  unless  it  were  a  post  from  th^ 
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ifiterior,  or  aome  Ci-ee  trader  of  the  uBighbourbood,  or  eoma 
hiiDgry  Indii^n  seeting  food^  Tbe  cold  was  tbe  ohief  Feature  of 
remsj'k  a^d  coQsideriLtion,  At  timds  tbe  spirit  tbermometer 
indicated  65  deg^  below  Eero,  and  bhe  usefessne&s  of  tlie 
mercury  Ihennometer  was  tben  sbovm  by  a  pot  of  quicksilver 
being  miide  into  bullets  and  ronmtning  solid.  Every  preoaa- 
tion  was  taken  to  erect  strong  buildingB,  which  hftd  double 
windows  and  double  doors,  and  yet  In  tbe  very  severe  weallier, 
%vnter  oontfiined  in  a  veeael  baa  been  known  to  freeze  in  a  room 
where  a  store  red  bot  was  doing  its  beet^  It  ia  ^voHhy  of 
notice,  however,  that  even  in  Arctic  regions,  n  week  or  ten  daya 
is  as  long  a8  such  severe  weather  continues,  and  mild  intervals 
come  regularly, 

On  the  Bay  the  ooming  of  spring  ie  looked  for  with  great 
eipeoialion,  and  when  iX  doea  come,  about  the  middle  of  May, 
it  Beta  tD  with  a^'ruah;  "  the  aap  rifles  In  tbe  slirubsand  buahea, 
the  buds  boirst  out,  tbe  riverft  are  freed  fronj  ice,  and  indeed,  ao 
rapid  and  oomplete  is  the  cbange,  that  it  may  be  said  there  are 
only  two  seasons — summer  and  winter — -in  these  laiitades. 

As  summer  progresses  tbe  fara  of  dried  geese,  thousands  of 
which  are  stored  away  fur  winter  uae,  of  dried  6sh  and  tbe 
white  ptarmigan  and  wood  partridge  that  linger  about  the 
huKfae&  and  are  shot  for  food,  ia  superseded  by  the  arrival  of 
myriads  oi  ducks  and  geese  and  the  use  of  tbe  fresh  £sh  of  the 
Bay.  In  many  of  the  poata  the  food  throughout  tbe  whole  year 
is  entirely  fiofib  diet,  and  not  a  pound  of  farinaceous  food  la 
obtainablGs  Thia  leada  to  Hri  emirinous  t^onsumption  of  the 
meat  diet  in  order  to  aupply  a  suihoieuD  simount  of  uoiiriBbmcuti 
An  employ^  will  sometimoa  cab  two  whole  geese  at  a  meal. 

In  Dr.  Itoe's  celebrated  eipedition  from  Fort  Churchill,  north 
nlong  tbe  shore  of  Hudaon  Bay.  on  bis  search  for  Sir  John 
Fianklln,  bhe  amount  of  aupptiea  taken  was  entirely  inadequate 
for  his  party  for  the  long  period  of  twenty-seven  months,  bciug 
indeed  only  enough  for  four  months'  full  rations.  Id  Bae'a 
instrnotiona  from  Sir  George  Simpsou  it  ia  said,  "For  the 
remaining  part  of  your  men  you  cannot  fail  to  fiitd  aubfiiBteDce, 
animated  as  you  are  and  they  are  by  a  detennmation  to  faLfiJ 
your  miSHion  at  the  cost  of  danger,  fatigue,  and  privation. 
Whenever  the  natives  oan  live,  I  can  have  no  feora  with  reapeot 
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to  yoa,  more  particularly  fta  you  nil]  have  the  advnutfl^  of 

the  Eakimoa,  nob  merely  in  your  actual  supplies,  but  alao  in 
tbe  means  of  reoruiling  and  renewing  them/' 

The  old  forte  still  rsiDained  in  addition  to  the  twe  depoL 
posts,  York  and  Moose  Faotory,  there  being  ChorohillH  Serarn, 
Bupert'a  Uouse,  Fort  George,  and  AlbEiay^aQd  tbe  life  in 
them  til  of  the  stereotyped  deseriptioD  which  we  haTe  pic- 
tured. Beaidea  tha  preparation  in  summer  of  supplier  for  the 
long  Vi^uier,  the  only  Tariety  was  the  arnTaJ  of  Indiaos  with 
Jure  from  the  interior.  The  trade  is  carried  on  by  maans  of 
wol3-known  staadards  called  the  **  caBtor  "  or  **  beaver,"  The 
Indian  hands  hl^  furs  over  to  the  trader,  who  sorts  them  into 
different  lot3>  The  value  13  counted  up  a^  so  many — say 
tfty— castors.  The  Indian  then  rocoivea  ^ty  email  bi&s  ■>( 
wood,  and  with  these  proceeds  to  bay  guns,  knives,  blankets, 
cloth,  beads,  or  trinkets,  never  stopping  till  Ills  castors  are  all 
exhausted.     The  castor  ribrely  exceeds  two  shillings  In  7alue. 

While  resembling  in  its  general  [oaturea  the  hie  on  tba  Bay, 
ilie  eonduet  of  the  fur  trader  on  the  shore  of  Lahr&dor  and 
throiighoufi  the  Labrador  Peninsula,  is  mnch  more  tryiug  and 
Uborioua  Iban  around  the  Bay.  The  iuboapitable  oiimata,  the 
heavy  snows,  the  rockyn  dangerous  shore^  fti^d  the  Bcoroity  in 
sonie  parts  of  animal  life,  long  prevented  the  lur  companies 
from  venturing  upon  this  forbidding  coast. 

The  northern  part  of  Labrador  is  inhabited  by  Eskimos: 
further  eonth  are  tribes  of  swampy  Grees.  Bot^weeo  the 
Eakimofi  and  Indians  deadly  feuds  long  prevailed.  The  most 
LFUel  and  bloody  raids  were  made  upon  the  timid  Eskimos,  oa 
waa  done  on  the  Coppermine  when  Heamo  went  on  hiafamoiu 
Oicpedition, 

McTjean  sULcs  tliat  it  was  through  the  pnblicntLon  of  & 
pamphlet  by  the  Moravian  miRsiouaries  of  Labrador,  whioh 
declared  that  "  the  country  produced  eicellenl  fure."  that  the 
Hudaon'8  Bay  Company  was  led  to  establish  trading  posts  in 
Northern  Labrador.  The  stirring  story  of  •'  Ongava/'  written 
by  Ballantyne*  gives  what  Is  no  donbt  in  the  main  a  correct 
account  of  the  eslablishmcnt  of  the  far  northern  post  called 
"  Foit  Chimo,"  on  Ungava  Bay. 

The  expedition  left  Moose  Factory  in  1831,  and  after  escaping 
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the  dangera  of  floating  iae,  fierce  storma,  ^nd  on  unknown 
coast,  erected  the  fori  sevemi  inilea  up  tlie  river  ruimtng  into 
Ungava  Bay.  The  atory  recalls  tlie  finding  ont,  no  doubt 
BomowhJxt  after  the  man  nor  of  the  famous  boya'  booki  "The 
Swiss  Family  BobinEon,"  the  trout  and  eaUnon  of  the  waters, 
the  wah'us  of  the  sea,  and  the  deer  of  the  mountain  valley*,  Isut 
the  picture  is  probably  not  oTerdrawn,  The  building  of  Fort 
Chimo  ig  pkinly  described  by  odq  who  ivaa  fantUiar  with 
the  esploralion  and  life  of  the  fur  eountry;  the  piolure  of  the 
tremondouB  snow  storoi  and  its  overwhelming  drifts  ia  nob  au 
unlikely  one  for  tliia  coaflt,  which,  suica  the  day  of  Corteroal. 
bae  been  the  terror  of  navigators. 

McLean,  a  aomewhat  fretful  antl  biaased  writer,  tbougW 
certainly  aob  Sacking  in  a  clear  and  lively  style,  gives  ati 
account  of  his  being  sent,  in  1B37.  to  take  charge  of  the  district 
of  North  Labrador  for  the  Company.  On  leaving  York  Factory 
in  August  the  brig  encouotered  much  ioe,  although  it  escaped 
the  miahapa  whic^h  overtook  almost  all  small  veaasls  on  the 
Dayn  The  Bleep  cliffs  of  the  island  of  Akpatok.  which  stands 
before  Uogava  Bay,  were  very  nearly  run  upon  in  the  dark, 
and  raucb  difhoulLy  was  experienoed  in  aaoending  the  Ungavat 
or  South  River,  to  Fort  Chimo. 

The  trador*ft  orders  from  Qovemor  Simpson  wore  to  push 
outposts  into  the  interior  of  Labrador,  to  aupport  bis  men  ou 
the  resources  of  tbe  country,  and  (o  opeu  communication  with 
Esquimaux  Bay,  on  the  Iiabrador  coast,  and  thus,  by  means  of 
the  rivers,  to  establisb  an  inland  route  of  intercommunieatioa 
between  the  two  inlets-  McLean  made  o  most  determined 
attempt  to  eBtablicb  the  desired  route,  but  after  inaunierable 
hardships  to  himself  and  his  company,  retired,  after  nearly 
four  months'  efforts,  to  Fort  Ohuuo,  and  eent  a  message  to  his 
auperior  ofiicer  that  the  proposed  line  of  communication  wan 
impraDti  cable. 

McLean  gives  an  account  of  the  arrival  of  a  herd  of  throe 
hundred  reindeer  or  oariboo.  and  of  the  wholo  of  them  bei:ig 
captured  in  a  ''  pound/'  as  ia  done  in  the  caac  of  tho  buffalo, 
Thd  trader  was  also  visited  by  Eekimoa  from  the  north  aide 
Hudson  Strait,  who  had  cros^d  tho  rough  and  dangerous 

ksage  on  "a  raft  formed  of  pieces  of  driftwood  picked  up 
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aloDg  the  fihota.*'  The  object  oi  their  visit  was  to  oblikin  wood 
fof  mttVing  tsonoeB.  The  trader  sbatea  iha^  (he  fact  of  lhe«e 
people  having  crossed  *'  Hudaou's  Stmt  on  ho  rude  &ud  ftail  a 
oonveyoince  "  atroDgly  corroborates  the  opioioD  ttM  ^merioft 
waa  origioally  peopled  from  Asia  by  way  of  Bohring's  Strait, 

It  beoajne  more  &nd  mere  evident,  however,  thn.t  the  U^g^vn 
trnide  could  not  be  prohtably  continued.  Grent  expense  w&s 
inourred  m  supplying  Ungava  Bay  by  Heft;  the  coimtfy  waa 
poor  lUd  barren,  and  the  pertiuiioity  of  (be  Esldmos  id  adhering 
to  their  sdfdekin  dresses  made  the  trude  in  fabrics,  whJch  waa 
proGbUjble  among  the  TudlG.n9,  an  impossibility  at  T)riga.va, 
MoLeAh  ooDtinued  hia  explorations  and  was  somewhat  succceB- 
ful  in  opening  tho  sought-for  route  by  way  of  the  Grand  Rivei, 
and,  returning  to  Port  Chimo,  wintered  there.  Having  been 
promoted  by  Sir  George  Simpson,  McLean  obtained  leave  to 
visit  Britain,  aud  before  goiag  received  word  from  the  direotora 
of  the  Company  that  his  recommendation  to  abandon  Ungava 
Bay  had  b^en  accepted,  and  that  the  ship  would  call  at  thafc 
point  and  remove  the  people  and  property  to  Esquimaux  Bay. 
McLean,  in  speoiking  of  the  w&athcr  of  Hudaon  Stifdta  daring 
tbe  month  of  January  (1842),  gives  espreeeion  to  bis  strong  dia- 
lilce  by  saying,  "  At  this  period  T  have  neichar  seen,  read,  nor 
heard  of  any  locality  under  hoaven  that  can  offer  a  more  oheer- 
lesB  abode  to  civiUzcd  man  than  Ungava-" 

Befemng  also  to  the  fog  that  so  abounds  at  this  point  aa  well 
as  at  tbe  posta  around  Hudson  Bay,  the  disconletited  trader 
says  :  "  If  Pluto  should  leave  hia  own  gloomy  maosioa  iiv  ien«- 
htiA  TarUxri^  he  might  tale  up  his  abode  here,  and  gain  or  loao 
hut  littlo  by  the  estobange." 

But  the  euterprising  fur-tradera  were  not  to  be  deterred  by 
the  iron-bound  coaeti  or  foggy  shores,  or  dougerDua  life  nf 
any  port  of  the  peninaula  of  Labrador,  Early  in  the  century, 
while  the  Hudfioo'a  Bay  Company  were  pecetratiDg  southward 
from  the  eastern  shore  of  HudsoD  Bay,  which  had  hy  a  kind 
of  anomaly  been  called  the  "East  Main,'*  the  North-West 
Company  were  occupyiug  tbe  north  shore  of  the  St.  LawroDoe 
and  mot  tbeir  rivals  at  the  head  waters  of  the  Sagiien&y. 

The  district  of  which  Tadouaae  was  the  centre  bad  from  the 
earliest  coming  of  the  Fiench  been  noted  for  its  furs.     That 
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district  all  the  way  down  to  the  weet  end  of  the  iflland  o!  Anti- 
GOflti  was  kaowQ  as  the  "  King's  DoniFiias.  "  The  la^t  parish 
waE  called  Murray  Bay,  from  General  Murray,  tht-  first  British 
governor  of  Quebec,  who  bad  disposed  of  the  diatriot,  wbioh 
liuTkiehed  beef  and  butler  for  tbe  King,  to  two  of  im  ofEcere, 
GapttLing  N&irn  and  iJ'raaer. 

The  North-Weal  Com^ejiy,  in  the  drat  decade  of  the  niue- 
teettth  century,  had  leaaed  this  diatnct.  wbioh  along  with  the 
Seigniory  of  Miogati,  that  lay  ntill  further  down  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence,  was  long  known  a«  the  "  King's  PoetS-" 
Beyond  the  Seigniory  of  Mingan,  a  writer  of  the  period 
mentioned  statea  that  the  Labrador  coaat  had  been  left  uu- 
appi'opriatedr  and  was  a  common  to  wbioh  all  nations  at  peaoa 
with  England  might  resort,  unmoleBled.  for  fure,  oil,  eod-fieb, 
and  saLinon. 

A  well-known  trader,  James  McKenzie,  after  returning  from 
the  Atbabasea  region,  made,  in  lbU8,  a  canoe  journey  through 
the  domains  of  the  King,  and  left  a  journal,  with  hia  description 
of  the  rocky  country  and  its  inhabitants^  He  pictures  strongly 
the  one-eyed  chief  of  Mingan  and  Father  Lnbro^se,  the  Neator 
for  twenty-five  yeai-s  of  the  King's  posts,  who  was  priest, 
doctor,  and  poet  for  tlie  region,  MeKouaio's  voyage  diiedy 
inclined  him  to  speculate  aa  to  tba  origin  and  reKglon  of  the 
nativeSj  while  his  description  of  (he  inland  Indiana  and  their 
social  life  is  interesting.  His  account  of  the  manners  and 
Dustoma  of  the  Montagners  or  Shore  Indiana  wag  more 
detailed  tHan  that  of  the  Naecapeea*  or  Indians  of  the  interior, 
and  he  siippUeB  ua  with  on  extensJve  vooabulary  of  their  lan- 

e^iage- 

MoEenzie  gives  a  good  description  of  the  Saguenay  Hiver,  of 
Cbicontimi,  and  Lalte  3t.  John,  and  of  the  ruina  of  a  Jesuit 
establishment  which  had  flourished  during  the  French  regime. 
Wbilet  the  bell  and  many  implements  had  been  dugup  from  the 
scene  of  desolation,  the  plum  and  apple  trees  of  their  garden 
were  found  hearing  fruib.  From  the  poor  neglected  fort  of 
AeBUapinoQaoin  McKen^ie  returned,  since  the  fcrb  ol  Mia< 
taesint  could  only  be  reached  by  a  further  journey  of  ninety 
leagnes.  This  North-West  post  was  built  at  the  end  of  Lake 
Misbaaaini,  wliile  the  Hudaon  a  BayCompany  Fort,caLledBircb 
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Potnt,  wa.3  crfictod  four  days'  journey  fiu'tber  on  toward  Bi^t 
Maid  HousQ. 

Leaving  the  Saguenay,  McKenaie  followed  the  coast  of  lh« 
St,  Lawrence,  paaalng  by  Portucuf,  with  itb  beautiful  cbapd. 
"good  enough  tor  Hia  Holiness  the  Pope  to  occupy,"  after 
whicli — the  best  of  tJie  King's  posts  for  fure — lie  Juromie  was 
reached,  wrth  its  bTirldinga  and  chapata  on  a  high  emin«aoa. 
Irregularly  built  Godbout  was  soon  in  view,  and  tfee  Seven 
Islands  Fort  %7a3  then  come  upon.  Uijigan  w^b  the  posb  of 
which  McEenzio  was  most  enamoured.  Its  tine  biirbour  and 
pretty  chapel  drew  hia  special  attention.  The  '*  Mun  River"' 
ifvaa  famous  for  ita  fiahariesi  while  Masquaroi  the  next  port,  wa» 
celebrated  For  the  supply  of  beavers  and  mai-tin^  in  ita  ricirit^. 
The  BftlmoQ  entering  Che  river  in  the  district  are  etftted  to  be 
worthy  of  note,  untl  the  traveller  and  his  coiupEiny  reCuroed  to 
Quebec,  the  return  voyage  being  two  hundred  leagues, 

Since  the  time  of  McKenzie  tbo  fur  trade  has  been  pushed 
along  the  formerly  unoccupied  ooasl  of  Labrador.  Even  before 
thai;  ticne  the  far  northern  coast  had  l>een  tohen  up  by  a  brave 
band  of  Moravians,  who  Hupported  tbemseives  by  trade,  ttnd  at 
the  same  lime  did  Christian  work  among  the  Esklmoe.  Their 
movement  merits  notice.  As  early  as  1749  a  brave  Hollandef 
pilot  named  Erhardt,  stimulated  by  reading  the  famous  book  of 
Henry  Elba  on  the  Noi'th-West  Passage,  uaado  an  effort  to  fona 
a  settlement  on  the  Labrador  ooaet.  He  lost  his  Hfe  among  tbo 
deceitful  Eskimos. 

Years  afterward,  Count  Zinzendorf  marie  application  to  the 
Hudson's  Day  Company  to  be  allovEed  to  send  Moravian  mis- 
sionaries to  the  different  Hudsoii's  Bay  Company  po^ts.  The 
union  of  Iradar  aod  missionary  in  the  Moravian  cult  made  thd 
Company  unwilling  to  gi^ant  thia  request.  After  vorioua 
pi-epa ration fi  the  Moravians  took  up  i-moccupied  ground  on  the 
Labrador  coast  in  56  deg.  3G'  N.,  where  th&y  Found  plenty  of 
v^oodi  runlets  of  sparkling  water  and  a  good  anchorage.  They 
ereotad  a  stone  marked  G.B.  tH.,  ITTO,  for  the  King,  and 
another  with  the  iiiscripLlon  V-F.  (UniCas  fratrum),  the  name 
of  their  sect. 

Their  first  aettlomont  was  called  Nain,  and  it  was  soon 
follo\ved    by   another    thirty   miles    up    the   coast   known   aa 
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"  Okkak,"  Thirty  miles  south  of  Kain  ttey  found  remaine  of 
the  unfortmi&M  movement  £rst  mrtde  b^  the  SLiK^QLVr  and  here 
they  eatJibUshed  &  mission,  oalUng  ib  "Hopedale."  When 
tbey  had  become  aooQatomed  to  the  ooast,  they  showed  still 
more  of  the  adventurous  spirit  and  founded  their  most  northerly 
post  of  Hebron,  well  nigh  up  to  the  droaied  '*  Ungava  Bay." 
A  commumty  of  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  Christian  Eskimos 
has  resulted  from  the  fervor  and  soH-deuial  of  iheso  bumble 
but  faithful  miGsionariaa^  Xhoir  oountRO  and  dotermiuatioD 
stand  well  beside  that  of  the  daring  fur  traders, 

The  Hudaon'fl  Bay  Company  was  not  satisfied  with  Mingan 
ae  tbeir  farthest  outward  points  In  1632  and  1634,  Captain 
Bayfialdj  E,N,,  surveyed  the  Labrador  coast.  In  duo  time  the 
Company  pushed  en  to  the  iulet  kuowu  as  HamUtion  Inlet  or 
Eequimaitx  Bay,  on  tha  north  aide  of  which  tlie  fort  grew  up, 
kno^v  S.3  Bigoletbe.  Here  a  farm  is  maintained  stocked  with 
"  Cattlo, sheep,  pigs  and  hens,"  and  the  plaoeis  thodepotof  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  aud  of  the  general  trade  of  the  ooast- 
Fartber  up  two  other  sub-posts  are  foTiad>  viz.,  Aillik,  and  on 
the  oppoaila  side  of  the  Inlet  Kaipokok-  The  St.  Lawrence 
and  Labrador  posts  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  been 
among  the  mofit  difheult  and  trying  of  thoe^  in  any  part  where 
tilt)  Company  carries  on  ila  vast  operations  from  Atlantic  to 
Pacific.  This  Labrador  rogioa  has  been  a  noble  school  for  the 
derelopment  of  the  firmness^  determination ,  skil),  aud  faithful- 
ness ebaracteristio  of  both  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company. 

Moet  notable  of  the  ofhoers  of  the  first  rank  who  have  oon^ 
duoted  the  fur  trade  in  Labrador  is  Lord  Strathcoca  and  Moaut 
Roya-l,  the  present  Governor  of  the  Company.  Coming  out  at 
eighteen*  Donald  Alexander  Smith,  a  well-educated  Scottish 
tad,  related  to  Peter  and  Cuthbert  Grants  aud  the  brothers 
John  and  Jamas  Stuart,  promiueut  o£GcerB,  whose  deeds 
in  ibe  North-West  Company  are  still  remembered,  the  future 
Oovernor  began  his  careern  Young  Smith  on  arriving  at 
Montreal  (1838)  was  despatched  to  Moose  Factory,  aud  for 
more  than  thirty  years  was  in  the  service,  in  the  region  of 
Hudson  Bay  and  Labnidor  Rising  lo  the  rank  of  chief 
trader,  after  fourteen  years  of  laborious  service  he  reached  in 
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ten  years  more  the  ftome  of  desire  of  every  ftspirftnt  in  the 
Company,  the  rank  of  otuef  factor-  His  yean  on  the  ooaat  of 
Labrador,  at  Rigolette.  and  ita  aabordinate  fitalaons  were  most 
laborious.  The  writer  has  had  the  privilege  from  time  to  time 
of  hearing  his  tales,  of  the  long  journey  alon^  the  frozen  coast, 
of  camping  on  frozen  islands,  without  shelter,  of  storm-Btaid 
jomneys  rivalling  the  recitals  of  Ballantyne  at  l^ort  Chimo,  of 
oold  reoeptioDS  by  the  Koravians,  and  of  the  doubtful  hospi- 
talities of  both  Indians  and  Eskimoa.  Every  statement  of 
Gortereal,  Qilbert,  or  Gabot  of  the  inhospitable  shore  is  oorro- 
borated  by  this  suooesBfol  officer,  who  has  lived  for  thirty 
years  sinoe  leaving  Labrador  to  fill  a  high  plaoe  in  the  affairs 
both  of  Canada  and  the  Empire.  One  of  his  faithful  subor- 
dioates  on  this  barren  coast  was  Chief  Factor  F,  W.  Bell,  who 
gained  a  good  reputation  for  courage  and  faithfulness,  not  only 
in  Labrador,  but  on  the  barren  fhore  of  Lake  Superior.  The 
latter  returned  to  Labrador  aftor  his  western  experience,  and 
retired  from  the  oharge  of  the  Labrador  posts  a  few  years  ago. 
It  IB  to  tbe  credit  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  that  it  hag 
been  able  to  secure  men  of  such  calibre  and  standing  to  man 
even  its  most  difficult  and  unattractive  Htations. 


CHAPTER  XSXVin. 

ATEIABAaOA,    MACEEtfZIB    RIVBR,    AKD   THB    YVKOH. 

Petet  Pciid  reachsa  Atliabaaca  RiTer^Fort  Chipowyikii  eitatUflbod— - 
8tartin£  point  of  Alduiicler  McKen^e — The  Athnlquui  Librvy 
— Thu  Hvii!B<:>ri  Buy  Comytfiiij  roii&od — Conflict  at  Port  Waddor- 
bum — Sufferlrtg — Tho  dofih  up  tho  Poaco  RItdt — Fort  Ehmve^ji 
— Northom  ojttoruiofi— Fi>rt  Rw*yiution — Fort  Providenco — Thft 
great  river  occumcd — Loss  of  life— Fort  Siiapaoii.  the  centre — 
Fort  Rcliimce — Borda  of  cariboo— Fort  Normau  built — -Fort 
Gwxl  Hopo — Til©  Kortheru  Roclriea — ITic  Yukon  reachail  und 
OOOUpied — Tho  fiorco  Liurd  River — Fort  Halkctt  in  tho  Moujttioina 
^Boburt  Cempbeil  oomo*  to  tho  Stikinc — Distovcra  tho  Upper 
Yukon— Hifl  great  fame — Tho  districts — Stoainors  on  tho  irotor 
strotoheB. 

(Th«  mip  on  pAg«  384  should  be  GOiuult^  while  this  chapter  i* 
bbing  read/) 

LffiHB  than  twenty  years  after  the  conquest  of  Canada  by  the 
Britinb,  the  trjidera  Leard  oE  the  Lake  AtbabaBca  and  Mao- 
kcnaiQ  River  diatriob.  The  region  rapidly  rose  into  Dotice^  (intil 
it  reached  the  zenith  ae  the  fur  traders'  paradise,  a  positioa  it 
baa  held  tiU  tbe  present  time. 

Aa  we  liave  bcgd,  Samuel  Hearne.  bbe  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany ftdyenturor — the  Mungo  Park  of  the  North — Hrst  of  white- 
msa,  toucbed,  on  his  way  to  the  Coppermine,  Lako  Athabasoa, 
or  as  it  was  called  Lake  of  the  Hills^  at  ita  nnrth-eaat  comer. 
It  was  the  good  Fortune,  howevor,  ot  the  North-Wuat  Com' 
ly  to  take  poseesaion  of  this  region  first  for  trade. 

liftEK    AND    RIVEB    ATHABASCA. 

Tha  daring  UoDtroal  traders,  who  bad  aeised  npon  the  Saa- 
katohewan  and  ptifibed  oa  to  Lake  De  a  la  Crosse,  haWng  a 
surpln?  of  marchandise  in  the  year  3778,  deepalohed  ooe  of  their 
agents  Ur  Lake  Alhitbasoa,  anJ  "took  seisin *'  oi  the  coui^try, 
Asaiready  atatc-d,  the  ioansolfiotcdwaa  the  daring  and  afterwarda 
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violeat  trader  Petor  Pond.  On  the  Biver  Athubasoft,  some 
thirty  Euiloa  south  of  the  Lok^  Pond  built  the  first  tndJan 
trttdiug  post  of  the  rpgion,  wtiob,  howaTer,  aJter  a  few  yeara 
WB6  abftodcne^  and  neTcr  aiterwAjda  rcbuilt. 


FOBT    CHIPS Wr AM, 

Less  than  t^n  yeaja  after  this  pioneer  led  the  way,  a  fort 
v^aa  built  on  the  south  aide  of  Lake  Athabasca,  at  a  painb  a  few 
tailee  eaet  of  the  entrance  of  the  rivor.  To  this,  borrowing  tbe 
name  of  the  IndiaQ  natios  of  the  diGtrict,  was  ^ven  the  name 
Vort  Cbipewyan^  This  old  fort  becanid  o^lebrate^  as  tho 
et&rting'pluce  of  tbe  great  expeditioD  of  Alexander  MackeEt^ie. 
when  be  diBcovored  the  river  tbnpt  bsora  hia  name  and  the 
Polar  Bea  into  which  it  emptios,  Al  this  historic  fori  also, 
Boderiak  McKenzie,  couein  of  the  eiploi-er,  founded  the  famous 
"  Aihabaaca  Library,"  for  the  uae  of  the  officersof  the  Company 
in  the  northern  poabai  and  in  its  treasurGB  LieaterrsLnt  Lelroy 
informa  ua  he  revelled  during  ht^  winter  stny^ 

At  the  be^aing  of  the  oentory  the  X  Y  Company  aggrea- 
8i7e1y  inroAled  Uie  Athalmaea  re^an,  aud  built  a  fort  a  mile 
north  of  Fort  Chipewjan,  near  the  wte  of  tho  present  Homan 
Oathobc  Mission  of  the  Nativity. 

As  tbo  conflict  between  the  North-West  and  Hudfloa'a  Bay 
CorapanSefl  wfixed  wana,  the  former  Company,  no  doubt  for 
the  parpoBa  of  beiug  more  favourably  eitnated  for  carrying  on 
the  trade  with  the  Mackenzie  River,  removed  their  fort  on 
Lake  Athabasca  to  the  commanding  promontory  near  the  exit 
of  Slave  River  from  the  lake.  Renewed  unci  often  onlargod, 
Forb  GhipGwyatL  has  until  recently  temamed  the  groatast  dep6t 
of  the  aortli  country  - 

THe   TIUDSOH'h   bat  COUPAirT   AROnSED- 

The  ^eraendfia  of  the  straggle  for  the  fur  trade  may  bo  vaan 
in  tha  fact  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  (18Jfi)  with 
vigour  look  up  a  eite  on  nn  island  in  front  of  Fort  Chjpevryaa 
and  built  FoTt  Wedderbum,  at  no  greater  distance  than  a  flingle 
mile,  and  though  it  was  not  their  first  appenranne  on  the  lake, 
yet  tliey  threw   themaelvea  in  conaiderable    force    into  tba 
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contest,  numbering,  nnder  John  Ci&rk,  afterward  Chief  Footor, 
ten  clerks,  a  hundred  men,  tuid  fourtofiti  large  cauo£j3,  loaded 
wilh  supplies.  Many  tniafortimes  befell  the  oew  venture  of 
the  Company.  A  writer  oJ  the  time  aays,  ■'  No  leas  than 
fifteen  men,  one  woroan,  ajid  several  children  perished  by 
starvation.  They  huilt  four  trado  posts  on  the  Poaoe  River 
(lower)  and  elsewhere  in  the  fiutuinn ;  but  not  one  of  them  was 
able  to  weather  out  tha  following  winter.  All  were  obliged  to 
come  to  terms  with  their  opponents  to  save  the  party  from 
utter  destruatiOD.  That  yooJ  tbo  Athabasca  trade  of  the  North- 
west Compauy  waa  four  hundred  packs  agajQst  ouly  five  in  all 
secured  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Oomp&ny. 

Three  years  jkfterward  the  old  Company,  with  Britieb  pluoh, 
again  appeared  on  this  lake,  having  ninoleon  loaded  o4Laoea. 
Trader  Clark  was  now  accompanied  by  the  doughty  leader. 
Colin  Ifohertaon,  whose  prowesa  we  have  ah-eady  seen  in  the 
Bed  River  confiict. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  year  before  the  union  of 
the  Companies.  George  Sinipson,  the  young  clerk,  arrived  on 
Lake  Abbabaacu  with  3fieeu  loaded  CEinoea.  He  was  cbie^y 
£omid  at  Fort  Wedderbum  D^ud  a  abort  distance  up  the  Peaco 
River.  It  is  net  certain  that  the  prospective  Governor  ever 
viaited  Slave  Lake  to  the  north.  He  giveg,  however,  tha  Follow- 
ing vivid  summary  of  his  winter's  eKpcneuae  iu  Atbabaaca : 
''At  some  seaftons  both  whites  and  Indiana  live  in  wEtsteful 
abundanoo  on  venison.  bniTalc  meat,  fish,  and  game  of  all 
ktode,  while  at  other  tiroes  they  are  reduced  10  the  last  degree 
of  hunger,  often  passing  several  days  without  food'  In  the 
year  1620  our  provisiona  fell  abort  at  tho  cetablisbmenit  and  on 
two  or  tbree  occasionG  I  went  for  two  or  three  whole  days  aud 
nigbta  wiihout  having  a  single  morsel  to  swallow^  but  then 
agoiEip  I  was  one  of  a  party  of  eleven  men  and  one  woman 
which  disoasaed  at  one  sitting  meal  no  Icsa  tboii  three  ducks 
and  twenty-two  geese  I  "  This  winter's  knowledge  wae  of  great 
value  to  the  man  afterwards  oalled  to  be  the  arbiter  of  deBtiny 
of  many  a  bord-pressed  trader. 

Other  forts  are  mentioned  as  having  been  established  by 
both  Companies  at  diOerect  points  od  the  Atbabaaea  Biver,  but 
theur   period  of  duratioD  waa  short.     In  some    case«   these 
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&baadoued  forta  b&ve  baea  followed  by  new  forte,  in  reoan 
tiineai  on  the  same  sites. 


THE  PEACE  mVER, 

Soon  atlier  trbe  orriviil  of  the  firet  traders  in  the  AihaJtasoa 
diatrict,  the  fame  of  the  Ponce  River — the  Indi&n  "-  Un))jttk/' 
ft  mighty  stream,  whose  waters  empty  into  tba  rivgr  flowing 
Crom  Lake  Athabasca— rase  among  the  ftdventurerg.  An  enter- 
prising French  Can&dian  trader,  named  Boyer.  pushed  up  t(je 
stream  and  near  a  small  tributary — Red  Eiver — estabhshed  tbo 
£ra1}  post  of  this  great  artery^  whiah  Aows  from  the  West, 
through  the  Rocky  TirountamB.  Long  aba^ndoned,  this  poet  h&8 
111  toita  yearft  been  re-cbtablished. 

The  PeacQ  Btver  hue  ever  had  a  atr&nge  fascinatioa  for 
trader  and  tourist,  and  a  lew  yoara  after  Boyer'a  eatablisbment 
became  known,  a  trading  houw  was  built  above  tlie  '*  Chutee  " 
of  the  river.  This  was  afterwards  moved  aome  distance  up 
stream  and  became  the  weU-known  Fort  Vermilion.  This  fort 
bas  remained  till  the  present  day. 

Farther  still  up  the  Peace  Biver,  whofe  the  Smoky  BiT&r 
makes  ite  forks,  a  fort  %vaH  erected  whose  Btores  and  dwellicg- 
lioueeB  were  oq  a  larger  seale  than  those  of  the  mother 
eHtabliahment  of  Fort  Chipewyan*  having  had  stockaded  waUa, 
a  good  powder  magazine,  and  a  good  well  of  water.  This  fort 
for  a  time  was  known  qb  McLeod's  Fcit,  bnt  in  the  course  of 
eveata  ita  site  was  abacdoned.  Fort  Dunvegao,  famona  to 
later  travellerB,  wa3  first  bnilt  on  the  south  aide  of  the  river, 
and  wafi  the  he  ad- quarters  of  the  Beaver  Indians,  from  whom 
the  North-West  Gompony  reoeivsd  a  formal  gift  of  rnhe  ^te- 
The  present  fort  la  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Peace  River, 

tt  will  l>e  remombarod,  however,  that  it  waa  From  the  post 
at  the  mouth  of  Smoky  Bivor  that  Alexander  Mackensie, 
having  wintered,  started  on  his  great  journey  to  the  Pacific- 
In  laiper  yeaia  the  Hudson^s  Bay  Company  has  mainbsJned  a 
fort  at  this  point  a»  an  outpost  of  Ponvegan. 

Early  in  the  century  wo  hnd  ailnsions  to  the  faot  that  tiie 
catch  of  beaver  was,  from  over-hunting,  declining  in  the  Peace 
River  country,  and  tltat,  in  consequence,  the  North-West 
Company  bad  been  oompelled  to  give  up  several  of  th«ir 
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fortes  Around  Fort  St,  Jobc'a  &  tragic  interest  gathers^  John 
McLofln,  in  bis  "Notes  of  ^  Twenty-five  YeaT's'  Serrice," 
gpeaks  of  rdEiohing  on  liis  journey — 1333 — the  "  taQanUeea 
fort/*  where  some  yenra  before  a,  massacre  had  tftkeD  place. 
It  bad  been  daberniined  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to 
remoTe  tbc  fort  to  Bocky  Mouata.ia  Portage.  The  Criljc  of 
Tsekaioies,  to  whom  the  fort  was  tributary,  took  this  aa  an 
insult-  At  the  time  of  removn]  the  officfir  in  charge,  Mr. 
Hngbefi,  had  wot  olf  a  port  of  his  men  with  effects  of  the 
fort  intended  for  the  new  post,  Eughoe  weu  shot  down  on 
the  riveraide  by  tbe  Indiana,  The  party  of  boatmen,  on 
Tetuj-ning,  ''allogether  unootiscioua  of  the  fate  tha.t  awaited 
them,  came  paddling  towards  the  laodiDg  place,  singing  a 
vcryageur's  song^  and  juat  as  the  onmoe  tcnohod  the  ahoi'Q  a 
volley  of  buUelB  waa  di&oharged  at  bhetn,  whicb  ailenced  them 
for  ever.  They  were  all  killed  on  the  *pot/'  An  <;xpedition 
was  orgaoiaed  by  the  traders  to  avenge  the  foul  mmder,  but 
more  poELoeful  counsels  previuled.  Most  of  the  fugitives  paid 
the  penalty  of  their  guilt  by  being  anarved  to  death.  Ths 
de^rted  fort  was  some  twenty  miles  below  the  present  Fort 
St.  John's.  Tlie  present  fort  was  btuU  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
century,  and  ita  outpost  of  Hudaon's  Hope,  together  with  ti^ 
trade  station  at  Battle  Eiver,  below  Dnnyegan,  wna  ereoted 
about  &  generation  ago. 


aHEAT    SLATS   LAKS, 

The  extension  of  thi]  fur  trade  to  Great  Slave  Lake  dates 
biwk  to  wiihin  ^even  years  after  the  advent  of  Pater  Pond  on 
the  AthabftAoa  Siver-  The  Eamoios  trader,  Cutbbert  Grant, 
father  of  the  *^  Warden  of  the  PloiuB,"  who  figured  in  the 
Seven  Oaks  ijght,  led  the  way,  and  with  him  a  Frenuhman, 
Laurent  Luroux.  Reacbing  this  gi'eat  lake,  these  ardent 
explorers  built  a  trading  post  on  Slave  Bivoi',  near  its  mouth. 
A  short  time  afterwards  the  traders  moved  tbelr  6rat  poat  to 
Moose  Deer  laUnd,  a  few  miles  from  the  old  siur,  and  here 
the  Norbh-West  Company  remained  until  the  time  of  the 
union  of  the  Companies^  The  impulse  of  union  led  to  the 
conelruction  of  a  new  establishment  on  the  site  t^hoHen  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Comp^uiy  ior  the  erection  of  their  post  some 
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aiK  yeurs  befot-e.  Tha  new  poatp  was  called  Fori  Reaotulion^ 
and  vv&s  on  tbe  mainUuct  Iwo  cuilfis  or  more  from  the  isUtid. 
This  post  marked  tho  extreme  limit  of  tbe  operations  of  tbd 
Hudson's  Bay  Compaoy  up  to  tbe  time  ol  the  union, 

WbeFi  AlsKander  Mackenzie  daliermined  to  make  bis  fitst 
great  voyage,  be  started  from  Fort  ChipeVFjan  and  brav&ly 
puahing  out  into  the  unfcnown  wilds,  left  Great  SUvo  Lake  and 
explored  the  rivar  that  boars  bia  naina.  Hero  ha  promised  the 
tribs  of  the  Yellow  Knife  tndifbns  to  ostabliMb  a  post  amonif 
them  in  tbe  next  year.  The  promiae  was  kept  to  the  letter. 
The  new  poat,  builb  at  the  mouth  of  tbe  Yellow  Knife  River, 
was  called  Fort  Providence,  It  was  afterwards  removed  lo  % 
large  island  in  tbe  north  arm  of  the  lake,  aod  to  this  iho  name 
Fort  Bae,  ia  honour  of  the  celebrated  Arctin  explorer,  John 
Ba&i  was  given.  Near  thie  new  station  there  bu  beea  for 
yeu'fi  a  Roman  Catholic  Mission,  It  waa  from  the  neighboor- 
faood  of  these  forts  on  thti  lake  tbat  Captain  Franklin  set  out  to 
build  his  temporary  station ,  Fort  Enterprise,  one  hundi^ 
miles  from  hia  base  of  supplias.  Fort  Bae  has  remained  sinoo 
tbe  time  of  its  erection  a  plac^  of  some  importanoe.  It  formed 
the  oentre  of  the  nortliern  operaticns  of  Gsiptain  Dawson,  S.A., 
on  bia  oxpeditjon  lor  circmm-polar  obBei^atton  in  recent  timeB. 

After  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had  transferred  Rupert's 
Land  to  Ganadai  a  new  poet  was  opened  on  the  Slave  River, 
midway  betwesti  Athahasoa  and  Great  Slave  Lake.  It  waa 
oalled  Fort  Smith,  in  honour  of  Chief  Commissioner  Doua!d  A, 
Smithy  now  Lord  Strathoona  and  Mount  tioyal-  Near  tbe  sibo 
of  Fort  3mitb  are  the  dangerous  Noye  Hapids  of  Slave  Biver, 
where  Grant  and  Leroux,  on  their  voyage  to  Great  Slave  Lake, 
lost  a  canoe  and  five  of  Its  occupants.  From  Fort  SuuUi 
southward  to  Smith  Landing  a  wagon  or  oart  road  bas  been  in 
use  np  to  tbe  present  timo.  Now  this  is  to  be  converted  into  a 
tramway. 

Northward  tbe  oourae  of  the  fur  traders'  empire  bas  contlnn- 
ally  made  its  way-  Leaving  Great  Slave  Lake  four  years 
before  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  along  the  course  of 
Alexander  Aloxskende^s  earliar  exploration,  Doncan  Livingston* 


Hill 


■\. 


ATHABASCA,  MACKENZIE  RIVER,  YUKON    3&9 

A  North- West  Company'  trader,  bniU  bbe  Grab  fort  oti  the  river, 
eigbty  miles  north  of  bhs  l&ke.  Three  yearH  later  the  trader, 
his  three  French 'Oanadian  voyftgeura  and  Indiio  interpreter 
wore  basely  killed  by  the  EsHmos  en  tho  Lowor  Maokan^^ie 
River,  A  year  or  two  afterward  a  party  of  far  traderSi  under 
John  Olaih,  started  on  an  expedition  of  eiploratioa  and  retiblia- 
tii:>n  dovm  the  river,  bub  again  the  fnry  of  the  EBkiiDOB  waa 
roused.  In  truth,  had  it  nob  been  for  a  storm  of  fair  wind 
wtiefa  favoiired  them,  the  traderH  woold  not  have  escaped  with 
their  lives. 

Very  early  in  the  prcaent  oentury,  Fort  Bimpaon,  the  former 
and  present  bead-qnarters  of  the  Qytensive  lilackeiule  River 
district,  wAft  built,  Jind  very  soon  after  its  establish meab  the 
prominent  trader,  Eind  a£l«rwardti  Chief  Faobor,  Qeorge  Keith, 
]Q  found  in  chtu-ge  of  it-  Jt  ie  still  tho  gre^t  trodiog  and 
Church  of  England  MisBion  centre  of  the  vast  regton  reaohing 
to  the  Arctic  Sea. 

Diiring  the  first  half  ol  the  century.  Big  laland,  at  bbe  point 
where  the  Mackenne  Biver  leaves  Great  Slave  Lake,  was,  on 
acoount  of  its  good  supply  of  white  fiab,  the  wintering  station 
fcr  the  Biipemunierary  district  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company^  Though  this  point  is  stiU  visited  for  fiahing  in  the 
autumn,  yet  in  later  years  the  trade  of  this  poet  baa  beea 
transferred  Co  another  built  near  the  Boman  Catholic  Mission  at 
Port  Providence,  forty  milea  farther  down  the  river-  On  Hay 
Biv&r»  near  the  point  of  departure  of  the  Mackenzie  Eivei:  from 
the  lake,  several  forte  have  been  built  from  time  to  time  and 
abandoned,  among  them  a  Fort  George  refeired  to  by  tbe  old 
tntdei^.  The  eastern  emi  of  the  lake,  kno^vn  as  Fond  da  Lew, 
became  oelebralod,  as  vre  hare  ah^ady  seen,  in  oonnection  with 
the  Arctic  eicplorors,  Sii'  George  Back  and  Dr,  Kichard 
King,  for  here  they  built  Fort  Reliance  luid  wintered,  going 
in  the  spring  bo  eitplore  tbe  Great  Fish  River,  In  after  years, 
on  account  of  bbe  diBbricb  being  the  rescrt  for  the  herds  of 
eariboo.  Fort  Eelianoe  was  rebnilt,  and  was  for  a  time  kept 
up  ad  an  o;itpost  of  Fort  Resolution  \ox  collecting  fura  and 
*'  country  proviHions.^'  It  may  Ijo  re-oooupjod  sooc  on  accoant 
of  the  discoveries  of  gold  and  copper  in  the  re^on* 

Journeying  down  the  Mackenzie  Eiver,  we  learn  that  there 
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WB^B  0,  fur  traders'  post  of  tlie  Monbreai  merchants  sixty  miles 
[lorth  of  Fort  SimpsOD.  Ja  flJl  probability  this  waa  but  one  of 
SQVerE\l  posts  that  were  irom  tintQ  to  ticco  oooupied  id  Ihftb 
looility.  At  tbo  beginning  of  Iha  century  the  Norib-Weat 
Company  puflbed  on  further  north,  and  bad  a  trading  post  on 
the  ahore  of  Great  Bear  Lake,  bub  abnoat  inimedia.t«lY  on  ibft 
erection  tbey  were  met  here  by  their  rivalat  the  X  Y  Company, 
At  thiG  point,  rdanbed  by  going  np  the  Benr  Biver  from  ita 
junction  wiTih  Ihe  Mftckenzie  on  the  soiilb-west  arm  of  tha 
lake.  Chief  Factcii'  Pttar  Deaae  built  Port  Fianklin  for  the  ufiO 
of  the  great  Arctic  eiiploret,  aft&i'  whom  he  named  the  fort. 

FOTIT   HOHU&N,    OH   THB    UAOS&NSOB. 

To  explore  new  ground  was  a  bumiDg  tleaire  in  the  br^asta 
of  the  Noi'-Wefit&ra,  Immediately  in  the  year  of  tbeir 
reunion  with  the  X  Y  Company,  the  united  North- West 
Company  establtsbed  a  poab  on  Lha  MackGnzie  Eiver,  sixty 
nulcH  north  of  the  mouth  of  Bear  River.  Indeed)  the  mouLb 
of  Bear  Rivei-  on  the  Mackenzie  seems  to  bave  auggeetod  lieetf 
ae  a  smtablo  point  for  a  poat  to  be  built,  for  in  1810  Fort 
Norman  bed  been  first  placed  there-  For  some  reason  tha 
po9t  was  moved  thirty  or  forty  milea  higher  up  the  river,  but 
E.  jam  of  ice  having  occurred  in  the  apriug  of  lt>51,  the  fort 
vrae  mainly  Gwept  away  by  the  high  ^atcr,  though  tho 
occupants  and  all  the  goods  were  saved,  Iq  the  eame  year  the 
mouth  of  the  Bear  River  cujne  into  favour  ngain.  and  Port 
Norman  was  built  at  that  point,  After  this  time  (he  fort  waft 
moved  onc«  or  t^cc,  but  waa  finaJIy  placed  in  Lie  present 
oommaQding  poailion.  It  was  in  quite  recent  tiiiies  that, 
under  Chief  Factor  Camsell's  direction,  a  Btotion  half-way 
between  Fort  Nciman  and  Fort  Simpson  was  fiA.ed  and  ibe 
name  of  Fort  "Wrigloy  gii'so  to  it, 


FOltr    GOOD    HOPE. 


Not  only  did  the  impulae  of  union  bet^voen  tbo  Nortb-Weat 
and  S  Y  Companies  reach  Bear  River,  but  in  the  same  year,  at 
a  point  on  the  Mackenzie  River  beyond  the  high  perpendioular 
elifffi  knowQ  as  '^Tho  Hamparta."  some  two  hundred  miles 
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further  nor^  tb&a  Fort  Normibn,  was  Fort  Good  Hope  ereoted. 
Here  it  remaiocd  for  nearly  a  aooro  of  yeata  aa  the  fartheat 
north  oulpofll  of  the  fur  trada,  htit  ufter  the  union  of  the  North- 
West  jLUcl  Hudson's  B»y  Companies  it  was  rjioved  s  huof^red 
milea  soutbw^ird  on  the  river  aod  erected  on  Manitoulm  Island. 
After  flome  yenra  [lti3€)  an  ico  jam  of  d.  eerioua  kind  took 
place,  and  though  the  inmfLtea  escaped  in  a  York  boat,  yet  the 
fori  was  completely  deattoyed  hy  the  rushing  waters  of  the 
an^i-y  Mackenzie.  The  fort  wag  soon  rebuilt-  hu6  in  its 
present  benutiful  situation  on  the  e&stom  bank  of  the  river, 
opposite  the  old  site  on  Wanitouiin  Island. 

During  Governor  Bimpaon's  time  the  extension  of  irad© 
took  plaoe  toward  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie  River.  A 
trader,  John  Bell,  who  not  only  fticed  the  hardships  of  the 
region  within  the  Arctic  Circlej  but  also  gainod  a  good  name 
in  Qonnection  with  ^  John  Bichard^on*s  expedition  in  search 
of  Franklin,  built  the  first  post  on  Peel's  Brv'?J',  which  nms 
into  the  delta  of  Mackenzie  Biver.  Bell»  in  IS^G,  descended 
the  Bat  Biver,  oDd  first  of  British  esplorars  set  eyes  on  tho 
liOwer  Yukon. 

In  the  foUowtDg  year  the  Hudson *h  Bay  Company  established 
Ln  Pierre's  House  in  the  heart  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  towi^rd 
the  Arctic  Sea,  and  Chief  Trader  Murray  built  and  occupied 
the  first  Fort  Yukon.  This  fort  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
held  for  twentj'-two  yeais,  until  bliH  territory  of  Alaska  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Rampart 
House  was  hujlt  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  within  British 
territory.  Both  Bampart  House  and  Lit  Piarre's  House  were 
ftbamloned  a  few  years  ago  ag  unprofitable.  A  similar  fate 
befell  Fort  Andereon,  two  degrees  north  of  the  Arctic  Gircle. 
built  for  the  Eastern  Eskimos  on  the  Anderson  Biver,  discovered 
in  18C7  hy  Chief  Factor  R.  MacFarlane,  a  few  years  before  the 
tmni^fer  of  the  teixiiory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to 
Canada,  No  doubt  the  withdrawal  from  Fort  Anderson  was 
hastened  by  the  terribly  Fatal  epidemio  of  scarlatina  n'hich 
pfevftUed  all  over  the  Mackenzie  Biver  district  in  the  nutumn 
and  early  winter  of  1865.  More  than  eleven  hundred  Tndians 
and  Eskimos,  out  of  thd  four  thousand  estimated  populatictn. 
perished.     The  loss  oi  the  hunters  oauaed  by  this  disea£^t<^'«A. 
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the  difficntcies  of  overland  tranapDrb^  led  to  the  abimdoDiaeDt  of 
tliifi  out-oF-tLe'^aiy  poBt- 


The  conflict  of  ihe  Nortli-Wefit  and  XT  Coropajuea  led  to 
thd  moat  extrzkordinary  esiploratioo  that  Eupert's  Land  and 
the  Indi^Q  teirikines  have  wiE^aeaaed.  At  the  ^iroe  when  the 
Mackenzie  River,  &t  the  bsginniLig  of  thecenturyr  wa«  being 
searched  and  occupied,  a  fott  Itootto  ab  The  Forka  waa 
eatabliabed  fit  the  junction  of  tba  Liard  and  Mackenzie  Biver&^ 
This  fort,  called,  after  the  union  of  the  Hudson's  Baj  and 
North-West  Companies,  Fort  Simpson,  became  the  base  of 
operations  for  the  eiplotation  of  the  Liard  Eiiver.  Wo  have 
followed  the  ooarae  of  trude  by  which  the  Mackensio  itself  wae 
placed  under  tribu^;  it  may  be  well  alao  l^o  look  at  tha 
occuputiou  of  the  Liaiiil,  the  most  rapid  aud  terrible  of  all  the 
great  eastern  atreiuns  bbab  dash  down  from  the  he&rt  of  tha 
Eocky  Mountains. 

The  first  post  to  be  eatablinhed  on  this  strenm  was  Hbrt 
Liard,  not  far  below  the  junction  of  the  weaterii  with  the  east 
branch  of  the  river.  There  wB.a  an  old  fort  betwaon  Port  Liard 
and  Fort  Simpson,  but  Fort  Liard,  which  lb  etLll  occupied  by 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  began  almost  with  the  ceniury^ 
atid  a  few  yeH.rs  afterwards  was  under  the  eTtperieuced  trader 
George  Keith.  Probably,  at  an  equally  early  date,  Fort 
IQelson,  on  the  oaetom  branch  of  the  dver,  was  established.  In 
the  second  decade  of  the  century^  Aleianier  Henry,  the  officer 
in  charge,  and  all  of  bis  pe.ople  were  murdered  by  the  Indians. 
The  post  was  for  many  years  abandoned,  but  was  rebuilt  in 
1865,  and  is  still  a  trading  post, 

It  was  probably  shortly  after  the  lonion  of  the  North-Weat 
and  Hudaon^ft  Bay  Companies  that  Fort  Kalkett,  far  up  tha 
wastem  branch  of  the  river,  was  erected.  After  forty  or  fifty 
years  of  occupation,  Fort  Halkott  was  ahandoned,  but  a  Biuall 
post  caJled  Toad  River  was  built  some  time  afterward,  half  way 
between  its  site  and  that  of  Fort  Liard.  In  3834,  Chief  Trader 
John  M.  McLeod,  not  the  MoLeod  whose  journal  we  hiiTe 
quoted,  pushed  up  past  the  dangerous  rapids  and  boiling 
whirlpoots,  and  among  rugged  cliffs  and  precipices  of  the  Rooky 
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MouBtaina,  disoovered  Deoee  River  and  Dense  Lake,  from 
whiob  the  river  fi owb. 

Eoberfc  Campbell,  an  irtrepid  Bcottish  officer  of  l,be  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  io  1838,  euoceeded  la  doing  what  hiB  pre- 
deceeaors  bad  been  onablo  tr>  ncaompliah,  vie,  to  cat&bliab  a 
tTflding  pest  on  Deue  Lake.  In  tbe  summer  of  the  same  yenr 
Campbell  crosaed  to  tbe  Faci&c  Slope  aui^  reached  blie  head 
waters  of  tbe  Stikine  Rivar, 

Jq  opening  bis  uqw  poat  Campbell  awakened  the  hostility  of 
the  coftst  Indiana.  He  and  hia  men  became  BO  reduc^  in 
supplies  that  they  Bnbsieted  for  some  time  on  tbe  skin  thoriga 
of  tbelr  moocaaina  and  snow  ahoes  and  on  the  parchment 
windowB  of  their  hute,  boiled  to  supply  tho  one  moal  a  day 
which  kept  them  alive.  In  tbe  end  Campbell  was  compelled 
to  leave  his  station  on  tbe  Deaae  Lake,  and  tbe  fort  wa»  hurnb 
by  the  Indiana^ 


DISCOVERY   OP    TBE    UPPBB   TDKON, 

Under  orders  from  Govomor  Simpson,  Campbell,  in  1940, 
undertook  tbe  exploration  that  baa  maile  bie  name  famona* 
This  traa  to  aacend  the  northern  branch  of  the  wild  iwd 
dangerous  Liord  Biver-  For  this  purpoBc  he  left  tho  mountain 
post.  Fort  Halkett,  anci  ptLssing  through  the  great  gorge  arrived 
at  Lake  EVances,  where  be  gave  tbe  promontory  wbicb  divide* 
tbe  lake  tbe  n&me  "Simpson's  Tower."  Leaving  the  Lake 
and  ascending  one  of  its  tributaries,  called  by  him  Fiolayson's 
River,  be  reached  the  Interesting  reservoir  of  Finlayson^s  Lake, 
of  wfaieb,  at  high  water,  one  port  of  the  sheeC  runs  west  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean  and  tbe  other  to  the  Arctic  Sea,  With  seven 
trusty  companions  te  croeaed  the  height  of  land  and  aaw  tbe 
high  olifTs  of  the  splendid  river,  whioh  he  oalled  "Pelly 
Banks/'  in  honour  of  the  then  London  Govctmoi  of  the  Com- 
pany. The  Company  woiJd  have  called  it  Campbeira  Hirer, 
but  the  explorer  refused  the  honour.  Going  down  the  stream 
n  few  miles  on  a  raft,  Campbell  then  turned  back,  ^nd  reached 
Fort  Halkett  after  an  absence  of  foLir  months. 

Highly  ootopUmenbed  by  Governor  Simpaou,  Campbell, 
under  orders,  in  the  neit  year  built  a  fort  at  Lake  Franees.  and 
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ID    a    fthort    time    anobber    Gsbabliahment    ftt    Pellj   B&nlu. 

Descending  the  river,  the  explorer  met  at  the  junctioo  of  the 
L&wiQ  &Dd  PgU^  BiLEikB  a  baad  of  IndiSiOS,  nho  would  not 
nllow  him  to  proceed  furr^her,  ftnd  ini^eed  plotted  to  destroy 
him  and  his  men.  Eight  yeftrs  after  his  dipcovery  of  Felly 
BbdI^^,  OEfcmpbell  started  on  his  great  expedition,  which  was 
crownod  with  suoccee.  Ec&obiog  agiuii  tha  junction  of  tho 
Pelly  und  Lewia  Rivers,  he  erected  a  post,  nami-ng  it  Fort 
Selktric,  altliongb  it  wob  long  locally  known  l»  CampbdLl'a 
Port.  Two  years  aftei'  the  building  of  Fort  Selkitk,  Campb^, 
joomeyin^  in  all  h^m  the  height  of  land  for  twelve  hundred 
miles,  reached  Fori  Yukon,  where^  ae  we  have  seen,  Trader 
lldmray  was  iii  charge.  Making  a  circuit  around  by  tlie 
Porcupine  Biver  and  aacending  the  Maokenxie  "River,  Campbell 
Burprieed  his  friends  at  Fort  Sinrpson  hy  coming  up  the  rivor 
to  Fort  Simpson. 

In  1652,  A  thievish  hand  of  consFi  Indians  called  the  Chilkaia 
plundered  Forb  Selkiik  and  shortly  aXterwatd  destroj^dit-  Its 
ruins  remain  to  this  day,  and  the  site  ia  now  taken  up  by  the 
Canadian  Oovemmeut  as  a  station  oa  the  way  to  the  Yukon 
gold-fields, 

Gamplxfll  weob  home  bo  Tjondon,  mappei^  out  witb  the  aid  of 
Arro'wsmitb  bhe  coimtry  he  bad  founds  aod  gave  names  to  its 
rivers  find  other  feataree.  A  few  yeara  ago  &n  oCSoor  of  the 
United  Stftteg  army,  Lieuteaanl  Sohwatka,  sought  to  rob 
Campbell  of  his  fn.me,  and  attetupt^id  to  renatrie  the  important 
points  of  bhe  region.  Campbell's  merit  uid  modesty  eotitlo 
him  to  the  highest  rseogmtion. 

Th^  trading  poaba  of  the  great  region  we  are  desoritung  have 
been  variouBly  grouped  into  dtatricts-  Previous  to  the  udiod 
of  the  North-West  and  Hudson's  Bay  CompaoioSi  from^ 
Athabasca  north  and  wost  ^vas  kDO\^'n  as  the  "  AthaboAOft- 
Mackeneie  Department,"  their  returns  all  being  kspt  in  one 
account.  This  nortbeiTi  department  wb-s  lung  under  Uie 
superiiibendency  of  Chief  Factor  Edward  Smith. 

A  new  distnct  was,  some  time  after  the  traneferof  the  iDdian 
territoriea  to  Canada,  formed  and  named  ^'  Peace  River."  The 
management  has  changed  fi-om  time  bo  time,  Fort  DuDve^n, 
for  example,  for  a  period  the  head^quartera  of  the  Peace  Biver 
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dietriot,  bBTiTig  lost  its  pre-eminonoe  aitd  bGCn  CntiiBferred  to 
be  uadtr  tbe  cbi&f  officer  on  L&flser  Slave  Lake. 

Tbe  v&at  inlHnd  wftter  aCrBtubea  of  which  we  have  flpo^en 
have  beeo  the  chief  means  of  GommuDioa.tion  bbrougbout  Cbe 
whole  oountry.  Wlthoitb  these  the^e  oould  havQ  been  littlo  fur 
tta^e.  The  distances  are  bewildering.  The  writer  retnembera 
seeing  Bishop  Bonipns,  ^lio  had  left  the  fai  dlstunt  Fort 
Yukon  iQ  go  to  England,  and  v?Lo  by  canoe,  York  boat,  dog 
train,  snow  shoe,  and  TCaggon^  bad  been  nine  months  en  the 
journey  before  he  reached  Winnipeg. 

The  fii-st  riortheni  inland  eteainer  In  these  remote  retreitts 
was  the  Groho/m  (18B9),  built  by  the  Companj  at  Port  Cbipewyan 
on  Lfbke  Athabaaoa,  by  Captain  Jolm  M-  Smith.  Tbtoe  years 
later  the  Bams  captain  boilt  the  screw -propeller  WHgley,  at 
Fort  Smitb,  on  ihe  Slave  Rtver;  and  n  few  years  afterward. 
this  indefatigable  builder  laancbed  at  Athcibiiaca  landing  tbo 
stem -wheeler  Athabascat  for  the  water  stretches  of  the  Upper 
Athnb^^ca  River. 

How  reraarkahl^  £he  record  of  adventure,  tnuJei  rivalry, 
bloodshed,  hardship,  and  aucceBsful  effort,  from  the  time,  mors 
than  a  oentnry  ago,  when  Peter  Pond  started  out  on  bis 
eeeruingly  desperate  undertaking  1 


CHAPTER  XXXIS- 


ON    THE   PACIFIC   SLOPR, 


ErtenGioti  of  tiBdo  in  New  Caledonia — Tho  Waaterr  Depmrtmw^t — 
Fort  VnncouTflr  hwilt — Gcivamor'f*  reiudaiiao  and  Baohelor'i 
HlU — Fort  Colville — JunUfS  DoiiglitB,  %  man  of  ootfl — A  dignifind 
official — An  Indian  rising — A  bxav*?  woman — The  ftrtile 
Cftliimbia  VjiUpy — FinliLvaon,  u  man  of  ii^tion^Riiasiftn  fur 
tradern — Treaty  of  Alaska — L&HHt<  uf  Alaska  bo  tliB  TIaclHQn'a 
Bay  Company— Fort  Langlby— Tlie  graat  farm — Blach  at 
KamlofipH — Fur  traclsr  v.  butaarat — "  No  aaql  abovH  h  heaver'a 
skin" — A  tragic  death — Chief  Nicola's  eloqueuca — A  inurdGrHr'a 
fate. 


The  great  exploraliou  e&rly  in  the  century  securad  Ibe  Pacific 
Slope  very  loj-gely  to  the  North-"West  Company.  Several  of 
th«ir  moBt  energetia  agGnts,  as  tbe  na.ii]€fi  of  ^,\i&  rivere  roiuiiDg 
IntQ  the  Pflcilia  Ooea.EL  show,  tfi.d  made  a  deep  impreasioD  on 
tbe  region  even  e^h  far  fioutb  as  the  icoatjh  of  tilie  Columbia 
River.  On  the  union  of  tbe  North-Woflt  and  Hudson's  Boy 
Companies^  GcTernor  Simpson  threw  ag  much  energy  into  tho 
development  of  trade  in  the  country  on  the  western  side  of 
the  Bocky  Mountains  as  if  he  had  lieen  a  thomugh-^oing 
Nor' -Wester. 

In  his  administiatioQ  froo  ooeon  to  ocet^n  he  divided  the 
trading  territory  into  four  departments,  viz^  Montreal,  the 
BouLhem,  the  Northern,  and  the  Weatern.  In  each  of  theae 
there  were  four  factora,  and  IboBs  were,  in  tbe  Weatero  or 
Booky  Mountain  department,  aubjeob  bo  one  chief.  Under 
the  chief  factor  tbe  gradation  ws.b  chief  trader,  ohief  cTerk. 
apprenticed  clerk,  postm&bter,  interpreter,  voyageur,  and 
labourer. 

This  fuller  orgam^fttion  and  the  ceseatioD  of  strife  resulted  in 
a  great  increase  of  the  trada  oE  the  Hudson'e  Bay  Company  on 
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tbecoasti  aswellas  theeaat  side  of  tbe  Bocky  MoimtainB.  TbQ 
old  Eort  of  AetoHa,  which  wna  aftefwarda  known  ils  Fort  GoorgCt 
WA£  found  too  Car  from  the  QioimlD.in9  For  tbc  convenieace  of  tba 
fill'  tratiere,  (Accordingly,  in  1324-5,  n  aew  fort  wiw  erected  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Columbia  River,  ais  miles  above  ita  iuncbioa 
with  the  Wiilojuette  Rivei'-  Tbo  now  fort  was  oallad  £ort 
Vanconper,  and  WFia  built  on  a  prairio  slope  about  one  mile  back 
from  the  river,  but  it  was  afterwards  moved  nearer  the  river 
baah.  The  uew  site  waa  very  coot enieni)  for  carrying  on  the 
ovorland  traffic  to  Fuget  Sound.  This  fort  waa  occupied  for 
twenty-three  yeejs,  untU  tnternAtiotial  diffienltiee  rendered  its 
reinovd  neceasury- 

Fort  VaDoouver  was  of  ooDaiderable  ai^e.  its  Btockade  mea- 
soring  750  ft,  in  lengtliinid  600  ft.  in  breadth,  The  Governor's 
refiideuce,  BiLchelor'a  Hall,  artd  numerous  other  buildings 
made  up  a  conaidetabit;  establiahraent.  About  the  fori,  a  birui 
was  under  cultivation  to  the  ej^Lent  of  lifteea  buadred  t^rtta. 
and  a  large  atimbei*  of  cattle,  ahoep,  and  horaea  wore  bred  upon 
it  and  supplied  the  trade  Gonied  ou^with  the  BusBians  in  tbe 
Far  North. 

Farther  op  the  Columbia  River,  where  the  Waila  "Walla  Biver 
emptied  in,  a  fort  was  constructed  in  1818.  The  material 
for  this  Fort  wa^  brought  a  considerable  distance,  and  being  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  troublesonie  tribes  of  Indians,  oare  was 
tahen  to  make  the  fort  strong  and  defensible. 

Still  farther  up  the  ColumbiaBivcrand  near  the  mountains,  an 
important  ]iost,  Port  Golville,  waa  bullt^  Tbis  fort  became  the 
dep6t  For  all  the  tmde  done  on  tbe  Columbia  Biver;  and  from 
this  point  the  brigado  which  had  been  orgftnlzed  at  Fort  Yfto- 
couver  made  ita  la&t  caU  before  undertaking  the  steap  mountain 
climb  which  was  neceasary  in  order  that  by  the  middle  of  llarch 
it  might  reach  Norway  House  and  be  reported  at  tba  great 
summer  meeting  of  the  fm'  traders*  council  there.  This  task 
needed  a  trusty  Icadei',  and  for  many  ycara  Chief  Factor,  after- 
ward Sir  James,  Douglas  became  tbe  man  on  whom  Governor 
and  Council  depended  to  do  this  serviPe- 

Tbe  mention  of  the  name  oE  James  Douglas  brings  before 
us  the  greatest  and  most  notable  man  dovoloped  by  the  fur 
trade  of  tbt;  PacBe  alope.    The  history  of  this  leader  waa  for 
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fifty  years  &fter  the  coalition  of  the  Gompomcs  la  1621,  the 
faifftor;  of  tbo  HndBoa'a  Bay  GoDipony  on  thd  Paci£c> 

Bora  near  the  bdginaing  of  ibe  century,  a  Qcton  of  &lie  noble 
house  of  Douglas,  young  Douglas  omigrated  to  Canada,  autered 
the  North-Wust  Company,  learued  Preuoh  as  if  Ly  Euagio^  uid 
though  little  more  tbao  &  liwd,  at  once  bad  heavy  responsibilitiee 
thrown  upon  biDi,  He  was  entorprising  and  detormiood,  with 
SI  judioiouB  mixture  of  prudauce.  He  hiid  capiUl  bo&ine^a 
ikklt^nts  ajid  an  ailaptabiLty  that  bMO(I  bjm  in  good  Bbaad  in 
deattn^  with  lodiaos-  The  vctur&o  Chiijf  ^'*^'inr,  ^^^^^ThiiHi 
who  bad  served  hiaterm  in  theNor'-Weatcr  fiorvice  about  Lake 
Superior  wid  Lake  Nepigon,  was  appointed  to  the  chargft  of  ihe 
Pacific  or  Western  Dletrict.  Ht^  dieceroed  the  genius  of  his 
young  subordinate*  and  with  the  permiasion  of  the  dirpctore  in 
London,  after  a  short  ioterva),  took  Douglas  west  of  tbe  moua- 
Cains  to  tbe  acene  of  his  future  succ^ssbh.  The  frienilslup 
between  these  chiefe  of  the  FuiCtfic  Coast  way  thus  E&rly 
begun,  and  they  together  did  much  to  mould  the  British 
intereBtB  on  the  Paci^c  Coast  into  a  comely  shape. 

While  MoLoughlin  crossed  nt  once  to  the  Columbia  &nd  took 
charge  of  Fort  VbLncouver,  he  ilireetted  Douglas  bo  go  [lorth 
bo  New  Caledonia,  or  what  ia  now  Northern  Britiah  ColufuhEo, 
to  learn  the  details  of  the  fur  trade  of  the  mouutaiuG.  Douglas 
threiff  bimself  heartily  into  every  part  ol  his  work.  He  Dot  oolj 
learned  tbe  Indian  lauguogest  and  uaed  them  to  advaclage  in 
the  advancement  of  the  fur  tradfi,  bub  studied  suooeasfully  fabe 
pbyaioal  features  ol  the  oountry  Euid  booamo  on  authority  on 
the  Pocifio  Slope  which  proved  of  greatest  vftlue  to  the  Com- 
pany and  the  couatry  for  many  a  day. 

Douglas  had  as  hie  head -quarters  Fort  St.  James,  near  Cbd 
outlet  of  Stuart  Lake,  i.e^  just  west  of  the  summit  of  th« 
Rocky  Mountains,  He  debarmiced  lo  enforce  law  and  do  away 
with  (he  disorder  which  prevailed  in  the  district.  Ad  Indiiu, 
who  some  time  before  had  murdered  one  of  the  eervants  of  tlae 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  had  been  allowed  to  go  at  large- 
Judgment  being  long  deferred,  the  murderer  thought  himself 
hkeLy  to  be  luunole&ted,  and  yiaitod  Stuart  Lake.  Douglas, 
learning  of  his  presence^  with  a  weak  ^arriaon  seized  the  cdnuQa] 
and  \lidtud  vengeance  on   him.     The  Indiana  were   moeuaedi 
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but  knowing  that  tbe>  liul  to  ileal  with  a  doughty  Dougla,5t 
employed  atratagsm  in  their  repriaals.  The  old  chiel  came  very 
humbly  to  tho  fort  end,  knooking  at  the  gate,  wob  given 
ftdmitbanoe.  He  talked  the  affair  over  with  Douglaa,  and  the 
nifttler  seemed  in  a  faJr  way  to  be  sattled  when  ojiothei'  knock 
wae  heard  at  the  gate^  The  chief  stated  that  it  was  his  brother 
who  BOUfiht  to  be  admitted.  The  gate  was  opened,  ivken  in 
nmhed  the  whole  of  the  NLsqiialiy  tribe.  McLean  vividly 
deBcrlbes  the  licene  which  enBueil :  "  Tha  men  ol  the  fort  wQr9 
overpowered  ere  they  hod  time  to  stand  en  Lbdr  defence. 
DouglftB,  however,  seized  a  waJi-pieoe  thcit  was  mounted  in  the 
hall,  and  waa  about  to  discharge  it  on  the  crowd  that  was 
puturing  in  upon  him.  when  the  chief  aei^ed  hun  by  the  hands 
and  held  him  fast.  For  an  instant  his  tif^  was  in  tha  ntmoet 
peril,  siirrcundcd  by  thirty  or  forty  Indians,  their  knivea  drawn, 
.Mid  brandiebing  them  over  hia  head  with  frantio  geenirea,  and 
'  jklling  out  to  the  chief,  "  Sball  we  suike  ?  Shall  we  strike  ?  " 

Tba  chief  hesitated,  and  at  this  critical  moment  the  inter' 
pretor's  wife  (daughter  o£  an  old  trader,  James  McDougall) 
stepped  forward,  and  hy  har  praseoee  of  mind  saved  him  and 
the  t^tablishment. 

"  Obaerring  one  of  the  inferior  chiefB,  who  had  sJwaya  pi-o- 
feaeed  the  greatest  friendBhJp  for  the  whites,  standing  in  the 
erowd,  she  addieseed  herself  to  htm,  exclaiming,  '  What  I  yoii 
a  frieud  of  tbe  whites,  and  not  say  a  word  in  their  behalf  at  huch 
lb  time  as  thia  [  Speak  I  You  know  the  murderer  deserved  tu 
die  ;  according  to  yam'  own  Lawe  the  deod  was  'y\^% ;  it  is  blood 
for  blcod^  The  white  men  are  not  dogs :  they  love  tbeir  owa 
kindred  aa  well  aa  you;  why  should  they  not  avenge  their 
murder? ' " 

The  moment  the  heroine's  voiee-was  heard  the  tumult  sub- 
sided; her  boldness  struok  ihe  ravages  with  awe^  The  chief 
she  addresaeil,  ACtirig  o»  her  suggestlonp  interfered,  and 
being  seconded  by  the  old  chief,  who  had  no  serious  inten- 
tion of  injunngthe  whites,  and  waa  satbficd  with  ehowiDg  them 
that  they  were  fairly  in  hia  power,  Douglas  and  his  men  were 
Bel  at  liberty ;  and  an  amicable  conference  having  tak^n  place, 
the  Indians  departed,  tnuch  elated  with  the  issue  of  their 
eDtiirprise. 
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Doiiglaa  speab  bis  fotir  y&u^a  m  (be  interior  ia  &  aaoab 
mteresliDg  uid  enorgetiG  life.  The  expenerco  th&re  g&i&ed 
WAS  iDTftluablo  in  bis  after  oofsbt  &b  a  f ur  trikder,  la  1826,  at 
Bear  Lftka,  fLt  the  head  of  &  branch  of  tb3  Hiver  Skeenft,  he 
built  s\  farb,  which  he  naiiued  Fort  Goniiolly,  in  honour  of  bi^ 
auperiar  ofijcer^  the  chiof  of  the  P&cifie  deportments  Other 
forlB  in  this  region  date  their  origin  to  Dou^Us'b  short  stuy  in 
thia  piirt  ol  the  monntfUTt^.  Dougloa  also  bud  &n  "n&ir  of 
the  haairt"  while  at  Fort  8t.  James.  Yoang  and  impreBBioDftbltr. 
he  fell  in  lo70  with  Nollro,  the  daughter  of  Mr,  Connolly,  ^ 
young  "  daughter  of  tho  oountry,"  aged  aisteen.  Sbe  beavne 
hia  wife  &nd  aurvived  him  as  Lady  Douglas. 

Hia  life  of  Ebdveubure  in  the  Bocky  Mountaioa  cume  to  an 
end  by  the  summona  of  Chief  Factor  McLoughlin  to  appear  b& 
Fort  Vancouver,  the  ehief)point  of  the  Company's  trade  on  tho 
Pacific  slope.  In  two  years  more  the  rising  young  officer 
became  chief  trader,  and  three  yeara  oftemord  ha  had  reached 
the  high  dignity  of  chief  factor,  EGs  chief  work  wae  to  eatab- 
liah  forts,  euperintand  the  trade  in  its  different  departtneata, 
and  inspect  the  forts  &t  least  annuFilly.  HU  vigilEtncc  And 
energy  were  surpnaing,  ^e  beoame  bo  noted  that  it  waa  sftid 
of  him  ;  '*  He  waa  one  of  the  mo^t  enterpd^ng  and  inquieitiTe 
of  men,  famous  for  hie  intimate  aoquointance  with  every  aerrioo 
of  the  oofLSt." 

Though  Jamea  Doug)aa  rose  by  well  marked  tokens  of 
leadership  to  the  i^hioF  place  on  the  Pacific  Coast*  yet  the  men 
aa^ooiitted  with  him  were  a  worthy  and  ikble  band.  His  frieod. 
Chief  Foolor  Dr  John  MoLoughlin,  who  had  been  bJa  patron, 
was  a.  man  of  excellent  ability.  McLoughlin  whs  of  a  sym- 
pfttbotic  and  friendly  disposition,  and  took  an  interest  in  lb« 
setclomsnt  of  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Columbia.  His  course 
aeems  to  have  heou  disapproved  of  by  the  London  Committee 
of  the  Company,  and  his  place  wne  givea  to  Douglas,  after 
wbioh  be  spent  hia  life  in  Oregon-  His  work  and  influence 
cannot,  however^  be  disregarded-  He  passed  through  many 
adventures  and  dangers.  He  was  Fond  of  show,  and  bad  a 
manner  wbiob  might  well  lecommeod  him  to  Sir  Gaorgo'l 
Simpson,  Go vemor-in -chief. 

From  a  t^'odei-'a  journal  we  learn:  "  UcLotiglitin  ftod  hift 
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suite  woald  fiometlmBa  acoompany  the  aoutb-bouad  oxpeditiona 
from  Fort  Vnncouver,  in  regal  atate^  for  fifty  or  one  hundred 
miles  up  tie  Willamette,  when  he  would  diamisa  them  witJi 
his  blessing  and  return  to  the  fort-  He  did  not  often  traTel, 
and  Eflldom  i%x\  but  on  thefle  ooo^ioui  he  icdulgod  bts  men 
rntifaEr  than  himaelf  in  qome  little  varieT^y.  .  .  .  It  pleR,3ed  Mrs, 
McLoughlin  thus  to  brea.k  the  monoLany  of  her  foib  life^  Upon 
A  ^ly-cnpArieonod  steed,  with  silTor  truppicga  acd  strin^a 
of  belts  on  bridle  reiua  and  saddle  skirt,  ant  the  lady  of  Fort 
Vancouver,  herself  arrayed  in  briliUut  colours,  and  wearinfr 
a  smile  which  might  ouuse  to  blitsb  a.ad  hung  ita  head  tha 
hroade&t,  warmest,  and  moat  fragrant  sunflower.  By  her  side, 
also  gorgeously  attired,  rode  het:  lortl,  king  of  the  CotumbiB, 
iind  every  inch  a  king,  attended  by  a  train  of  trappers*  under  a 
chief  trader,  each  upon  bis  best  behaviour." 

But  a  group  of  mon»  notable  and  competent*  gathered  around 
these  two  leaders  of  xh^  fur  trade  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  Theae 
oompriseJ  Boderiok  FiDlayson,  John  Work.  A,  0.  Anderson, 
W.  F.  Tolmie,  John  Tod,  H.  Dleck.  and  others.  These  men. 
ift  charge  of  importaot  poBta,  were  local  magnates,  riud  really, 
gathered  together  in  council,  determined  the  policy  of  tbe 
Compjtay  Along  the  whole  ooaab, 

Li  1827  the  apliib  of  ettcDsion  of  the  koding  operatioua  took 
poeeeseion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compory-  In  (hat  ;feai'  the 
officers  at  Fort  Vancouver  saw  arrive  from  tbe  Thames  the 
^hooner  Cadboro.  sevevit^-two  tons  hurtheD.  Sbe  became  as 
pelebrated  on  the  PaoiBo  Coast  as  atiy  prominent  fur  trader 
could  have  beoome.  It  was  said  cf  this  good  ship,  "  She  saw 
Juried  every  human  body  brought  by  her  from  Eegland,  save 
ocB,  John  Spence,  sliip  carpenter."  Her  arrival  at  tliia  time 
was  the  ocoaeion  for  an  expedition  to  oocupy  the  Lfower  Fraaer 
with  a  trading  post^  John  McMillan  oommauded  the  en^pe- 
dilion  of  twenty-five  men.  Leaving  Fori  Vancouver  in  boats, 
and,  after  deeoending  the  Colombia  for  s  disiauee,  crofising  the 
'coLiDtry  to  Fuget'e  Sound,  they  met  the  Cadhero.  which  had 
gone  open  her  route^  Transported  to  the  mouth  of  the  Fraeer 
Rirer,  which  emptieft  into  the  Gulf  of  Georgia,  Ehey,  with 
ftome  difficulty.  a^cRnded  the  river  and  planted  Fort  LaiigJey. 
where  in  the  first  season  ol  tr»de  a  Fair  quantity  of  bearer  waa 
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puicbaAetl,  and  &  good  supply  of  ^eer  od  J  elk  meat  was  brought 
iTt  by  the  huDlerB-  Tbe  founding  of  ForD  LADgby  cqcadI 
virtually  tbe  trvkm^  ^o\d  of  ^h&(  wo  now  know  us  tbo  mainland 
of  BhtiBh  Colurabift, 

The  reftohiDg  out  in  trade  waa  not  f&voured  hy  the  Indi&na 
o(  the  Colujnbin,  TSvo  years  alter  the  founding  of  Fort 
Langley,  &  Hadeon's  Bay  Company  ship  Irora  London^  ll>e 
WilliQ.m  and  Ann,  wag  wracked  At  the  mouth  of  Lhe  Columbia 
River.  The  aurvivors  were  murdered  by  the  Indians,  and 
the  cargo  waa  aeij^ed  and  secreted  by  the  s&vb^  wreokor*. 
Chief  Factor  McLougbLin  s«nt  to  tbe  IndiaoQ,  demhndiog  the 
Tefltoration  of  the  stolen  ejticles.  An  old  broom  wa£  ilII  Chftt 
was  brought  to  the  fort,  Jtnd  thia  was  done  in  a  Bpirit  of 
deriaioo.  The  achoooer  K<tftcoitt'ffr — the  firat  ftbip  o(  that 
nune— (150  tona  burthen],  buiJt  od  the  const,  wcva  wrecked  live 
yearfl  softer,  and  became  a  totnl  loea. 

Tn  the  same  year  as  the  wreok  of  Lhe  Wxlluim  and  Ann,  It 
was  ati-ougly  impressed  upon  Lhs  tranders  that  a  sawniitt  should 
be  erected  to  supply  the  matorial  for  building  naw  vessels. 
Chief  Factor  McLoughlin  detormined  to  push  lUts  on.  He 
cbose  aa  a  site  &  poi!it  on  the  Willamotte  River,  a  tributary  of 
Ibe  OoLumbia  from  the  aouth,  where  Oregon  city  now  stands. 
He  began  %  farm  in  cooneotion  with  the  miUj  and  in  &  yev  or 
two  undertook  the  oonatrat^tion  of  the  mil]  race  by  blasting  in 
the  rock,  and  erected  cottages  for  his  men  and  now  aettlera. 
The  IndiAiiSi  dispLoaaed  with  the  signs  of  penuf^nenti  residence, 
bornt  MeI.40ughUn's  hulSn  It  is  edd  it  was  this  enterprise 
that  turned  the  Hadaon's  Bay  Company  Committee  iu  London 
against  the  veteran  trader.  Years  afterwaida.  Edward  EUi&e, 
the  Fur-trade  magnate  tesidiug  in  England,  said.  "  Dr, 
MeLougbJin  was  rather  an  amphibious  and  mdepondent  per- 
aoTiage.  He  was  a  very  able  mau,  and,  I  beheve,  a  very  good 
man ,  hut  he  had  u  fancy  that  be  would  like:  to  have  interests 
in  both  oomitriea.  both  id  United  States  and  in  English  territory. 
.  .  .  While  to  remained  with  tbe  Hadeoa's  Bay  Gompany  be 
was  an  excellent  servaut." 

Among  the  traders  far  up  in  the  interior  \n  oommaui  of 
Fort  Kamloops,  which  was  at  the  junction  of  the  North  and 
South  Thompaoa,  was  a  Sootchman  uamcd    Samuel    Dtaek. 
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There  came  as  a  visitor  to  hia  fort  a.  m&ii  of  science  and  a 
CDUabrymiin  of  liis  own.  This  man  ^as  DH,vid  Douglae.  Ho 
^08  an  OQtbuaiuet  ia  the  soaech  for  ploute  And  birds.  He  was 
iudef&tigabld  43  fi  na.tiir&liat,  did  mucb  eemce  to  tbe  botany 
of  "Western  Americft,  and  haa  his  name  preserved  in  tha 
cba.r^LenfiLic  tree  of  tlm  Pacific  hIo(H^ — Ibe  Bouglofi  Fir. 
Dougl&fi,  on  viaiting  31aolc,  was  veiy  £rm  in  the  expression 
of  hJQ  opinionE  ug&inBt  tbe  Company,  Buying,  ^'  Tbe  Hudaon's 
Bajr  Company  io  simply  n,  mercenaj^  ao^parQ,^ion ;  tbere  is  not 
an  officer  in  It  witb  Et  aoiU  above  a  beaver'e  £kin/'  Bl&ck'a 
Caledonian  blood  was  arouaedi  for  he  was  a  leading  spirit 
among  the  tradcfa,  having  on  the  uniOD  of  the  Companiea  been 
presented  with  a  ring  with  the  inaoription  on  it^  "  To  the  most 
worthy  of  the  worthy  Nor'-Webters/'  lie  ohallengecl  the 
botanifit  to  a  duel.  The  acientiet  deferred  the  meeting  till  (be 
morning,  but  early  nest  day  Black  tapped  at  the  parchment 
window  of  the  room  where  Dougisia  waa  sleeping,  crying, 
"Mister  Douglas,  or  a  ye  ready?"  Douglas  diareg^ded  the 
invitation.  David  Douglas  some  time  after  visited  Havraii» 
where,  in  ciamintTig  tbo  snores  for  eatebing  wild  eattlcj  be 
fell  into  the  pit*  and  waa  trampled  to  death  by  a  wild  bullDOk. 

Tbe  deiLlh  of  Samuel  Bltkck  Wiiia  tragic.  In  1341,  Tran- 
quille,  a  chief  of  tbe  Shuabwaps,  who  dwelt  near  Kamloopa, 
died-  The  fi-ienda  of  the  chief  blamed  the  magio  or  "evil 
medicine"  of  the  \vhite  man  for  bia  death.  A  nephew  of 
Tranquille  waited  Lie  opportunity  Etnd  shot  Chief  Trader  Black. 
The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  wae  aroused  to  most  vigorotta 
action.  A  ^vriter  says:  '*The  murderer  escaped,  Tbe  ne^ve 
spread  rapidly  to  the  neighbounrg  peets.  The  nativea  were 
scarcely  less  disturbed  tbau  the  wbite  men.  The  act  wns 
abhorred,  even  by  the  frienda  and  roiatives  of  Traaquille. 
Anderaon  f?'as  at  Nisqually  at  the  time-  Old  John  Tod  came 
over  from  Port  AJeiandria.  McLean  from  Po»t  Colville,  and 
McKinley  and  Ermatinger  from  Fort  Okanagan.  Fram  Fori 
Vaneouver  UcLoughlin  sent  men.  .  .  .  CEbmcron  was  to  assist 
Tod  in  taking  oiiargo  of  Kamloops.     All  traffic  was  stopped. 

"  Tod  iofonned  the  assembled  Shushwapa  that  the  mnrderer 
must  be  delivered  up.  The  address  of  Nicola,  cliief  of  tbi 
Okauagana,  givea  a  fine    example  of  Indian  eloquence.    He 
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fiftid  :  '  The  winter  ia  oold.  On  all  tbe  billa  aroiiud  the  deer 
fire  plenty :  and  yet  I  hear  yoiu-  cbildren  crying  for  food.  Why 
ia  this?  Yon  ask  for  powder  and  ba.ll,  thay  refuse  yon  with 
ft  gootcI.  Why  dc  the  white  men  let  your  childrei:  starve? 
Loolt  there  I  Benaatb  yon  mound  of  eBxth  lie^  litin  who  was 
your  friend,  your  father-  The  powder  and  ball  he  gave  ycm 
Ihfll  you  might  get  food  for  your  famishing  wives  and  children^ 
you  turned  agairjat  him.  Greal  heavens!  And  are  the 
Shushwaps  such  cowards,  dastardly  to  shoot  their  benefactor 
in  tho  back  while  hie  faoe  was  tinned  V  Yes,  alas,  you  have 
killed  your  father!  A  mountain  has  fallen t  The  earth  la 
shaken  !  The  sun  is  darkened  I  My  heart  is  sad.  I  eannot 
ook  at  myaelf  in  the  glass,  I  cannot  look  at  you,  my  neighbours 
and  friends.  He  is  daad^  and  wo  poor  Indians  shall  never  see 
his  like  again.  He  was  just  and  ganeroua.  His  hoan  was 
larger  than  yonder  mountibla,  and  cbarsr  bhaa  the  waters  ol 
the  lake-  Warriora,  do  not  weep,  but  aoi'e  is  my  bi-eaat,  and 
our  wives  ehall  wjul  for  him.  Wherefore  did  yoti  kill  him? 
But  yon  did  not.  You.  loved  him.  And  now  yon  raust  not 
rest  until  you  have  brougliEj  to  justice  his  murderer.' 

'■The  old  maD  was  ao  rigid  in  estpreasion  that  his  whole 
frame  and  features  seemed  turned  to  stone. 

"  Archibald  MoKinley  said,  '  Never  shall  I  forget  it ;  it  was 
the  grandest  speech  I  ever  hejird.' 

"  The  murderer  was  soon  aeoured  and  placed  in  irons,  but  in 
orossing  a  river  he  sueoeeded  in  upsetting  the  boat  in  the  sight 
of  Nicola  and  b^s  assembled  Indians.  Tfie  murderar  floated 
down  the  stream,  but  died,  his  death  song  hushed  by  the  crack 
of  rifles  from  the  shore." 

Thus  by  courage  and  prudence,  alas !  not  without  the  sacrifloe 
of  valuable  lives,  was  the  power  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany and  the  prestige  of  Great  Britain  established  on  the 
PiMilic  Coast » 


CHAPTER  XL. 


iU   OREG034   TO   VANCOUVER   ISLJJ^D, 

Port  Vancouver  oti  American  R^iT — Chief  Fnctor  DoiicToa  chooftM  a 
new  Bite — Tonite  Mi-Loiighlin  killed — Liquor  aelliiig  prohibit«d — 
Da&lmg  with  the  Songhiue — A  Je&uit  father — Fort  Victorva — 
PitilnjBoii'B  akill — Chinook  j&rgon — Tht-  hrathfira  Ktmalinger^A 
far-tmdiiip  Jimhis — "  Flftj-foiip,  fortj,  or  fight" — Oregon  Tr*atj 
^HadronM  Bay  Coiripain'  iiidomoified — The  waggon  road — 
A  colony  oBtdbJJHhecl  —  FTrst  gorenior  —  Gold  fever  —  British 
Coluin Ilia— Kurt  Siiniwon — HufWrn's  Bay  Ccmipany  in  th« 
interior— The  forts— A  group  of  worthies— Service  to  Britun^^ 
The  coast  becuiua  Camujuan. 


The:  Goliimbia  Kiver  grew  to  be  a  boutcq  of  weftUb  lo  the 
Uudaon^fl  Bay  Coiopaiiy.  Its  farming  fftcilities  were  groat,  and 
itfl  products  afforded  a  large  fllore  for  supplying  the  Busfiian 
aattlements  of  Alaska.  But  na  od  Bed  Hiver.  so  here  the 
indiuE  of  agncuJture]  Bettlers  eouaded  a  aoie  of  woj-Liing  to  tba 
fur  trador  that  tb  dG.y  ^as  Boon  lo  pasa  away.  With  Iho 
purpoae  of  soourlug  the  northcra  trads,  Fort  Langlcy  bad  been 
built  on  the  Fraeer  River.  The  arrival  of  Sir  Oeorga  Simpsoo 
OD  the  coaet  oo  bk  journey  round  tbe  world  was  bbe  occasion 
of  tbe  CoQipjuiy  t4xking  a  moat  important  step  in  order  to  bold 
tbe  trade  of  Alaska. 

In  tha  ye&r  following  Sir  George's  visit,  CbieF  Factor  Douglas 
crossetl  Puget  Sound  and  examined  tbe  soutbern  extremity  of 
Vancouver  laland  as  to  its  suiiability  for  tbe  erection  of  a  new 
fort  to  take  tbe  place  In  dne  tiiae  of  Fort  Vanoouver-  Douglas 
found  an  «xceUenl  site,  close  beside  tbe  splendid  barbour  of 
EsqimnaUi  and  reported  to  tbe  asisembled  coiiucJl  of  cbief 
fnctors  and  traders  at  Fort  Vancouver  that  tbe  advantages 
afforded  by  tbe  site,  cspeoialty  that  of  its  contiguity  to  tbe  sea. 
would  place  the  new  fort,  for  all  their  purposefl,  in  a  much  belter 
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pottitioQ  than  Fort  Viiacouver,  The  anterpriso  waa  aocordingly 
detoimiDcd  on  for  tha  ae:£b  ae&soQ- 

A  triLgiQ  incident  took  pUoo  Eit  tbifi  time  on  tho  FaciRo  Coaat, 
whicb  tended  to  make  the  policy  o!  exp&aaioQ  adopted  appear 
to  be  a  vase  and  reasonable  one,  Thia  was  the  viobnt  death 
of  ft  joung  trader,  the  son  oi  Chief  Tm/ler  M□Loughlin^  at 
Fort  Taku  on  the  coast  of  AlBiaka.t  io  the  territory  leased  from 
the  Enasiana  hy  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  The  murder 
was  the  raault  of  a  dniaken  dispute  among  the  IndiLaS,  in 
whiob,  aooidentaUy,  young  MoLoughlm  had  been  shot. 

Sir  George  Simpson  had  just  returned  to  the  fort  from  hia 
visit  to  the  Sandwich  lalanda,  and  was  startled  at  aeeing  the 
BuBSiaQ  and  British  ships*  wtth  flaga  at  half  mr^t,  en  account 
of  the  yoiing  trader's  death.  The  Indians^  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Governor,  eipreased  the  greatest  peniteocs,  hut  tha  atem 
Lyeurgus  uauld  not  be  appeased,  and  tbia  calamity,  along  with 
one  of  a  siujilar  kind,  whioh  had  shortly  before  ocourred  on  tha 
Stikine  Biver,  led  Sir  George  Simpson  and  the  BuSBian  Governor 
Stholin  to  come  to  an  agreement  to  diseontinue  at  once  tha 
fiale  of  ftpirituoTia  liquor  in  trading  -with  the  Indiana,  The 
Indians  for  a  time  resorted  to  every  device,  such  as  withhold- 
ing their  fura  unloaa  liquor  was  given  them,  but  the  tradsra 
were  unyielding,  and  the  trade  on  the  coast  became  safer  and 
more  profitable  on  account  of  the  disuse  of  atroug  drink. 

The  decision  to  build  a  new  forb  baying  been  reached  in  the 
next  spring,  the  moving  spirit  of  the  trade  on  the  ooorst,  James 
Douglas,  with  fifteen  men,  fully  supplied  with  food  and 
neceaaary  implements,  ciossad  in  the  Benuer  from  Nisquallyj 
like  another  Eneas  leaving  hie  untenable  city  behind  to  build 
a  new  Troy  elsowhare.  On  the  next  day^  March  13th,  the 
vessel  come  to  anchor  opposite  the  new  siiie. 

A  graphic  writer  has  given  us  the  description  of  the  beauti- 
ful gpot :  "  Tho  view  landwards  was  encha-nting.  Before  them 
lay  a  vast  body  of  land,  upon  which  no  white  man  then  stood. 
Not  a  human  habitation  was  in  aight ;  not  a  beast,  scarcely  a 
bird.  Even  the  gentle  murmur  of  the  voiceless  wood  was 
drowned  by  the  gentle  beating  of  the  surf  upon  the  shore. 
There  was  something  specially  obarming,  bewitching  in  tho 
place.     Though  wholly  natural  it  did  not  aeem  ao,     lb  was  not 
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at  dU  like  pure  a.r(,  bot  It  was  oa  though  nature  ftnd  art  had 
oombinch.1  to  map  out  and  moJEe  one  of  the  moat  pleasing 
prospects  in  Ibe  world." 

The  visitor  looking  at  bbe  City  of  Viotoria  in  British 
Columbia  to-day  will  say  that  tbo  desct^iptpiou  le  in  no  way 
overdrawn.  Not  only  is  tha  site  one  of  the  meet  obormlng  on 
the  earth,  but  as  the  spootttop  turns  about  he  ia  entranced  with 
the  view  on  thu  miunland,  of  Mount  Otyinpm.  ao  ufLined  by  ibat 
doughty  oaptain-  John  Mearea,  more  than  6fty  yeara  before  the 
founding  of  this  fort. 

The  pl&ce  b:ul  been  already  cbosen  for  ^  village  and  fonlfica- 
tion  by  the  re&ident  tribe,  tbe  Songhiesi  BJid  nent  by  tbe  Indian 
name  of  Camosun.  The  Indian  vtlltige  was  el  mile  distant  from 
the  entrance  to  the  harbour.  Whoa  the  Beaver  aame  to 
anchor,  a  gun  was  fii-ed,  which  caused  a  coromoBion  among  the 
uativea,  who  were  aEnud  to  draw  near  the  iutrudiug  vessel. 
Next  moroing,  bowever,  tbe  sea  wofi  alire  with  canoee  of  tbe 
Songbiaa. 

The  trader  imiuediately  landed,  choae  tbe  site  for  his  poac, 
and  found  at  a  short  distonee  tall  and  strulght  cedar-tnjest 
which  afforded  material  for  tbe  stockades  of  the  foH:,  Dcuglae 
explained  to  the  Indians  tbe  purpose  of  bla  eomjng,  and  held 
up  to  them  biigbt  visions  of  the  beautiful  thingtt  he  would 
biiag  them  to  exchange  for  their  furs.  He  also  employed  the 
Indians  in  obtaining  for  him  tho  cedar  posts  needed  for  his 
poUoades^ 

ThB  trader  showed  his  uevual  t^iot  In  emjiloyiiig  a  moat  potent 
meoDB  of  gaining  an  iii£a.ence  over  the  savages  by  bringing  the 
Jesuit  Father  Balduc,  who  had  been  upon  tbe  island  before 
and  was  known  to  the  natives,  Galhericg  the  three  tribes  of 
tbe  south  of  the  i?{land.  Ibe  Sooghies*  Clallams,  and  Ccwiehinsi 
into  a  great  rustJo  chapel  which  hod  been  prepared,  Father 
Boldvic  held  an  impressive  rebgions  serrico,  and  shortly  after 
visited  a  settlemetit  of  the  Skagita,  a  thousand  strong,  a.i)d 
Ibere  too,  in  a  building  ereated  for  pab^c  worahtp*  performed 
the  important  rebgious  rites  of  his  Churcli  before  the  woodering 
eavagee. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  make 
the  n«w  fort  at  Camoaun,  which  they  drst  called  Fort  Albert, 
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BJid  tJterwards  Fort  Viotorio — the  name  now  borne  by  iba 
oiby,  the  chief  trordmg  depot  od  the  coa^t, 

Aa  soon  ab  Ihs  buildinga  ware  well  iinder  nay,  Chief  FDctnr 
Douglas  s&ilod  norlhwArd  along  the  oofVEt  to  te-^rrange  the 
trade.  FoH  Simpsou,  which  waa  on  tbo  loiLicland,  sooiia 
tLTteen  degrees  north  oE  tha  now  fori  and  Bituatad  between  tba 
Portknd  CunBil  and  the  fnoulh  of  the  Skeena,  Biver^  was  to  be 
retained  as  necessary  for  tbe  Alaska  tradQ.  but  the  promising 
oHioer.  Bode  risk  Ffniayaon,  a  young  Sootchman,  who  bad 
shown  his  skill  and  honesty  in  the  northern  post,  was  removed 
from  it  and  given  an  important  place  in  the  new  ealiLb^i^bment, 
living  a  usefnl  and  blamelesB  Itfci  he  was  allowed  to  aee  the 
new  fort  become  before  hia  death  a  considerable  oity.  Cbarlea 
Bo9B,  the  master  of  Fort  McLoughUn,  boln^  E^nicr  to  Finlay- 
eou,  waB  For  tbe  lime  being  placed  in  ohai^  of  the  new 
venture,  Thethree  minor forta,  Tabu,  Stikine,  and  McLoughlln, 
wet-9  now  closed,  and  the  policy  of  conaolidatbn  led  to  Forb 
Viotoria  at  onoe  rising  into  importance. 

On  the  return  of  the  uhief  factor  from  bis  northern  etpedi- 
tion,  with  all  the  employes  and  stores  from  the  deserted  posts, 
the  work  at  Fort  Vietoria  went  on  apace,  The  onergetio 
maaterhad  now  tit  his  disposal  fifty  good  m^n,  and  while  soma 
were  engaged  at  the  buildings — either  storehonsea  or  dwellinga 
—others  built  iho  defences.  Two  baetioDa  of  solid  block  work 
wore  erected,  thirty  feet  high,  and  these  were  connected  by 
palisadefl  or  stockades  of  posts  twenty  feet  high,  driven  into 
tlie  earth  side  by  side.  The  natives  encamped  alongside  the 
new  work,  looked  on  with  interest,  but  as  they  had  not  tbe[r 
wives  and  obildrext  with  them,  the  traders  viewed  them  with 
suspicion.  On  account  of  the  watchfulrteas  of  the  builders,  the 
lodijins.  beyond  a  few  acta  of  petty  theft,  did  not  interfere  with 
tbe  newcomei'S  in  their  enterprise- 
Three  months  saw  the  main  features  of  the  fort  completed. 
On  entering  the  western  gate  of  the  fort,  to  the  right  was  to 
be  seen  a  colLn^e -shaped  building,  the  posl  ofBoe,  then  tbe 
smithy;  further  along  the  walls  wero  the  large  storehouse, 
carpenter's  shop,  men's  dormitory,  and  the  hoarding- house  for 
the  mw  recruits.  Along  the  east  wall  were  the  cbapel, 
chaplain's  bouiie,  then  tbe  oCQcers'  diuiog-room  and  oook-house 
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aitaohed.  Along  the  aortb  wall  was  a  double  row  of  store- 
houses fcr  furs  lUid  gooda,  and  behind  thom  the  gunpowder 
magibsbe.  In  the  Dortb-WQSt  comer  was  tho  oottLige  reai- 
deace  of  the  chief  factor  aad  hia  Family^ 

The  defenocB  oi  the  fori  were  importaott  consieting  of  two 
baatioaa  oti  the  weatem  angles,  and  theee  conCaicod  bik  or 
eight  nine -pounders.  The  south  tower  waa  !rhe  retil  fort  from 
which  salutes  were  fjred  ;  the  north  to^ver  was  a  prbon;  and 
near  the  western  or  fi\Dnt  gate  stood  the  bolfry  erection  and  on 
its  lop  the  flag'BUff.  Such  w&s  the  first  Fort  St.  Albert  or 
Victoria. 

VicUiria  rapidly  grew  into  notice,  &nd  in  due  time  Roderick 
FinlLtyaon,  the  man  of  adaptation  and  force,  on  the  death  of 
his  BUpenor  officer,  become  ohief  factor  in  ohargo.  The  writer 
met  the  aged  fur  trader  years  after  he  had  retired  from  active 
service,  and  epenb  with  him  some  hours  of  cheerful  diecouxsc. 
Large  and  commanding  in  fona,  Fiulayson  had  the  Tuorka  of 
governing  ability  about  bimn  fie  Lacked  the  adroitness  of 
MoLoughlin,  the  in^tiibility  of  Tod,  and  the  gem'us  of  Douglas, 
but  he  waa  a  typical  Scotchman,  steady,  patient,  and  trustworthy- 
Like  an  old  patriarch,  he  spent  hia  laat  day£  in  Vtotoria. 
keeping  a  largo  extent  of  vaoant  city  property  in  a  common. 
Urged  again  and  again  to  seU  it  when  it  had  become  vaiuable. 
the  sturdy  pioneer  replied  that  he  "  needed  it  to  pasture  his 
'  coo." " 

One  of  the  things  moet  striking  in  all  the  early  traders  was 
their  ability'  to  mastier  language.  Many  of  the  officers  of  the 
Company  were  able  to  speak  four  languages.  Ou  the  Pacific 
Coast,  oa  aoooont  of  the  many  Indian  tongues  differing  much 
from  each  other,  there  grew  up  a  language  of  commeroef  knows 
OB  the  Chioook  jargon-  It  was  a  most  remarkable  pheno- 
menon ;  it  is  still  largely  in  use.  The  tribe  moat  familiar  to 
the  traders  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  was  the  Chinooks. 
English-speaking,  French,  and  United  States  traders  met  with 
themi  and  along  with  them  the  Kanakas,  or  Sandwich  Island 
workmen,  with  many  bands  of  coast  Indians, 

A   trade  has  developed  upon  ihe  Pacific  Coast,  the  Chinoo 
jargon  has  grown,  and  now  numbers  some  Sve  hundred  words. 
Of  these,  nearly  half  were  Cbinook  in  origin,  a  number  were 
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^om  other  Indian  languages,  almost  &  hundred  were  EVench, 
und  Jess  th&a  sevfintjr  English,  wtiile  SBverul  were  doubtEul- 
Tho  then  leading  elemeuba  omong  the  troidera  were  known 
in  the  jargon  ne  respootivoly,  Pitsoi-ookB,  French,  a  corruption 
of  Franfaia ;  King  Chautohman  (King  George  mEOi),  ErigUsh  ; 
and  Beaton,  ADierioan.  The  following  will  ahow  the  origin 
and  meaning  of  %  few  wor^,  Bhowiog  ohangea  made  in 
ooEUonanta  which  the  Indians  cennot  pronouuco. 


Ohapuau, 

Fire. 
Coffeo. 

KaitdliGrofaief, 

Tlcatnitunam. 
ThlJalcHO, 


Lomooto, 

8ina«h. 

Jaroon. 
Piah. 
Kaupy- 

Hat'atHhum. 

Jinytm. 

£ali-t«n. 

Tokso. 

KIootohTaan. 


Hat. 
Indian. 

Firs  or  cook. 

Coffee, 

Urmdk^Tchiaf. 

Metminff. 

Arrow. 

Hair. 

Woman- 


i,  hymns,  set-mons,  and  tranalatjons  of  portions  of  the 
are  mado  in  the  jargon,  BJid  uaed  by  miBsionariaa  and 
teaohers.  Sererai  dioLion^iea  of  the  dtaleob  ha?e  been 
publiehed. 

Among   the    out-etanding  men  who  were    contemporariea 

Lpoo  the  FacMo   Coast  of   Finlayson  were  the   two  brothers 

3nnatmgQr.    Already  it    has    been    Bbated    that    they  werd 

^nephewD  of  tho  fo^mous  old  trader  of  Sault  Sto,  Mojno.    Their 

father  had  preferred  England  to  Canada,  and  had  gone  thither. 

Hi9  two   Bons,   Edward  and  Fiuncia.  were,  as  early  as  ISIS, 

apprenticed  by  their  father  to  the  Hudaoo'a  Bay  Company  and 

sent  cm  the  Company's  ahip  to  Buport's  Land^  by  way  of  York 

Faotory,      Edward,   whote   aulobiographioal   aketeh,   hitherto 

unpubliahed,  lies  before  us,  UsWa  ua  that  he  apeut  ten  years 

in  the  fur    trade,  bei:ig    engaged  at  York  Factory,  Oxford 

Houae,  Rod  River,  and  on   the  Columbia  River,     DeBiroua  of 

returmng  to  the  eerrio^  after  he  had  gone  back  to  Canada,  he 

bad  received   an   fLppointment   to   Rupert's  Land  again  from 

■Governor  Simpson.     Thia  waa  cancelled  by  the  Govemor  oo 
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acoouDi  of  D>  grievous  qufurel  witb  old  Charlaa,  tHe  ycpimg 
trader'3  uncle,  on  a  bcq  voyage  with  the  Governor  to  Bntain. 
For  many  ydara,  howevt^r,  Edward  Ermatinger  lived  at 
St,  TItomaa,  Ontario,  wliere  hia  son,  the  respeoted  Judge 
Brmaliugen  GtUl  rtisides.  The  old  gentleman  hecome  %  great 
ftuthority  on  Hudson's  Bay  affairs,  ond  recQiTed  many  lottera 
from  the  ttadera,  espeeiallyt  it  would  fieom,  frocj  those  who  ha^d 
grievances  against  Ite  Company  or  agrunat  its  strong-willed 
Go  vara  or- 

Fmncia  Ermatinger,  ths  other  brother,  spout  between  thirty 
and  forty  yeara  in  the  Fax  West,  aapeoiniJy  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
An  uupubhshad  journal  of  Francis  Ermatiuger  Uea  before  us. 
1\  !a  a  olear  and  virid  accooat  of  an  expedition  to  reyouge  bha 
death  of  a  trader,  Alexander  Mackende.  and  four  men  who  had 
been  basely  murdered  (1829)  by  the  tribe  of  Clallam  Indians. 
T>ie  party,  under  Chief  Factor  Alexander  McLeod,  attacked 
one  band  oE  Indians  and  severely  punished  them;  then  Irom 
the  abip  Cmlboro  ou  the  ooaat,  a  bombardment  of  the  Indian 
Tillage  took  place,  in  whioh  many  of  the  tribe  of  the  murderers 
were  Idllad,  but  whether  the  criminals  suffered  was  never 
known* 

That  Francis  Ermatingaf  was  one  of  the  moat  hardy,  deter- 
minedr  and  capable  of  the  traders  ia  shown  by  s.  remarkable 
jonmey  made  by  h[[n,  under  orders  from  Sij-  George  Simpson 
on  tiis  famous  journey  round  the  Tvorld.  Ermatinger  bad  lefl 
Fori  Vancouver  in  charge  of  a  party  of  trappers  to  viait  the 
interior  of  California-  Sir  George,  having  beard  of  him  in  the 
upper  waters  of  oike  of  the  rivers  of  the  ooast,  ordered  him  to 
m^&k  bim  ab  Monterey,  Thia  EmiatiDger  undertook  to  do,  and 
after  a  terrific  journey,  crossing  snowy  chaine  of  tuoantaina, 
fierce  torrents  in  a  eotintry  full  of  pitfalls,  reached  the  imperious 
Governor.  Ermatinger  had  assumed  the  dlHguise  of  a  Bpsniah 
oaballero.  and  was  recogniEed  by  h\s  superior  oMcer  with  some 
diffiouity.  Ermatinger  wrolo  numerous  letters  to  his  brothers 
in  Canada,  which  contained  delalla  of  the  bard  hut  exciting 
life  he  was  leading- 
Most  unique  and  peculiar  of  all  the  traders  on  the  Facifia 
,Coast  was  John  Tod,  who  first  appeared  as  n  trader  in  tbo 
Selkirk  settlement  and  wrote  a  number  of  the  Kargrave  letters. 
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Id  1833  be  w&a  sent  by  GoverDor  Sixupuoii,  it  i5  s&id,  to  New 

I^Cftledouift  Gpft  to  the  £aD.l  BettletneQb  of  the  fur  trudetB,  but  the 
Jong  8colobinQ.D  cbe«L-iuUy  acocptad  hie  appointmentr  He 
become  the  most  noted  letter-writer  of  tbe  PaciGc  Coa,at,  iodeed. 
he  mighl  be  called  tb^  prince  of  cDntroveraialifita  amoiLg  the 
tra,3er3.  There  liea  before  the  writer  a  buniile  of  longleliets 
WTJCten  ovef  el  Dumber  of  years  by  Tod  to  Edward  Brmatinger. 
Tod,  probably  for  the  sake  of  argument,  advooe-ted  loose  vievs 
us  to  the  viiUdiby  of  Ibe  Sciiptures,  disbelief  o£  many  of  ths 
cardinal  CbriBtiaa  doctriaea,  and  in  general  claimed  the 
gre^t^flt  latitude  of  belief.  It  is  very  JnlerGating  to  see  bow  the 
solemn'minded  and  on^hodox  Ermatinger  strives  to  lead  him 
into  the  true  way.  Tod  oeiiiaiuly  bad  little  effect  upon  bis 
'faithful  correspondent,  and  abowa  the  greatoat  regari  for  his 
admonitions. 

The  time  of  Bir  George  Simpflon^s  Tiait  to  the  ooaal  on  bi9 
jouET]4\y  round  the  world  was  one  of  mach  agitation  as  to  tha 
boundary  line  between  the  British  arid  United  States  pc»saeftBiona 
on  tbe  PiLQjlio  Coaet.  By  the  treaty  of  18S5  Russia  and  Britfun 
come  to  fl.n  agreement  that  the  Ruaaian  ^trip  along  the 
coast  sbould  reach  Routbward.  only  to  54  deg.  40"  N,  lal.  The 
United  States  m^ictataed  ita  claim  to  the  coast  as  f&r  north  &a 
the  BusBJan  boundary.  However  prepoateroua  it  may  seero^ 
yet  it  u'lfl  maintaiaed  by  the  advooales  o!  the  Munroe  doctrine 
that  Great  Britain  Jiad  no  share  of  the  coast  at  all.  The 
urgency  of  the  American  claim  li«came  so  great  that  the 
popular  mind  seemed  dispoaed  to  favooi'  contesting  this  claim 
with  y-rmB.  Thus  originated  the  famous  saying,  '*  Fifty-fonr, 
forty,  or  light,"  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  waa  closely 
associated  with  the  dispute,  tbe  more  that  Fort  Vancouver  on 
the  Columbia  River  might  be  south  of  tbe  boimdarj  line,  thotigh 
their  action  of  building  Fcit  Victoria  was  shown  to  be  a  wise 
and  timely  step.  At  length  in  1846  the  treaty  l>6tweeii  Great 
Britain  and  the  Unitod  Statea  was  made  and  the  boundary 
line  eslabliBbed,  /  The  Orogon  Treaty,  tnown  in  some  quartera 
as  the  Ashburtoa  Treaty^  provided  thai  the  49th  parallsl  of 
latitude  should  on  tbe  mainland  be  the  boundary,  thua  banding 
over  Fort  Vancouver,  Walla  WnUu,  Colville,  Niaqualiy,  BJid 
OkantLgan  to  tbe  United  Stales,  and  taking  tbcm  from  their 
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rightful  owners,  tbc  Hudsoa's  Bay  Company^  Article  two  of 
the  grOAt  troatYr  bowover,  stated  that  the  Cempaiiy  should  eujoy 
free  navi^alioD  of  the  Colorobia  Eiver,  while  the  third  article 
prorided  (bat  the  posaeaaory  rtgbta  of  the  Hudsoa's  Bo^y  Com- 
pany  and  all  other  British  subjects  on  cbe  south  eide  of  tho 
boundary  liae  should  be  respectsd. 

The  decision  in  regard  to  the  houitdary  led  to  change?  in  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  establisbmentB'  Dr.  Mc  Lough  Lin, 
baring  lost  the  couQdcnoe  of  the  Company^  threw  in  bis  lot 
with  hifl  Unitad  Staiea  home,  and  retired  in  the  year  of  tbo 
treaty  to  Oregon  City,  where  he  died  a  feA^  years  nfter.  His 
name  ia  remembered  aa  tbat  of  an  impulsive,  good-haorted, 
somewhat  raab,  but  always  well-meaoiug  man. 

Tboiigh  Fort  Victoria  became  tbe  d«p6t  for  the  ccfi^t  of  the 
trade  of  the  Company,  Fort  Vanoouver,  witb  a  reduced  staff, 
WHS  rnLiiutained  for  a,  nuuil>et  of  jcara  by  the  Company.  AVhile 
under  charge  of  Chief  Trader  Warb,  a  port  of  the  fields  belong- 
ing to  the  Company  at  Fort  Vanoouver  were  in  a  moet  high- 
handed manner  aeized  by  the  United  States  for  military  pur- 
poaea.  Tbe  senior  olQoer,  Mr.  Grubibrntf,  on  bis  rebui'n  from  im 
abaence,  protested  againat  tbe  invasion.  £□  June,  18G0,  bow- 
ever,  tbe  Hudson '£  Bay  Company  withdrew  from  tbo  Columbia. 
The  great  herd  of  wild  cattle  wbicb  bad  grown  up  on  tbe 
Columbia  were  disposed  of  by  tbe  Company  to  a  merchant  of 
Oregon.  Tbe  Company  tbus  retired  lo  the  British  aide  of  the 
boundary  line  during  tbe  three  yeara  closing  witb  1860. 

Steps  were  taken  by  tbo  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  obtain 
coaxpeosation  from  tbe  United  States  authorities.  A  long  and 
wearisome  investigation  took  place ;  witneeses  were  called  and 
great  diverftity  of  opinion  prevailed  as  to  the  value  of  tbe 
Interest  of  the  Company  in  its  forts.  Tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
paay  claimed  indemnity  ai^oonting  to  the  sum  of  2,000,000  dola. 
Witneseee  for  the  United  States  gaTo  one-tentb  of  that  amount 
fl^  a  lair  value.  Compensation  of  a  rDodarate  bind  was  at  bngth 
,VDade  to  ihe  Company  by  the  United  Statee. 

On  its  withdrawal  from  Oregon  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
decideJon  ope^g  up  com^nnication  witb  tbe  intencr  of  the 
"5^nlaad~ap  Uie  EVager  Eiver.  This  waa  a  task  of  no  small 
itc^Ot  on  aoQOunt  of   the  rugged  and  forbidding  banks  ol 
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this  great  riret.  A.  Gt^ulfiold  Anderson,  an  officer  who  bftd 
been  in  the  Comp&ny'B  service  for  eofce  fotirEeGD  years  bcJora 
the  date  of  ths  Oregon  Treaty  anrS  was  in  charge  of  a  post  on 
the  FraGCr  River,  w&fl  given  the  duty  o£  £nd;tig  the  road  to  Uu 
interior.  Bo  was  aocoeesful  in  Iraoin^  a  ruad  from  Fcrt 
Laoglay  to  KamJoopa.  Tlid  Ipdiatta  oS'ored  oppoaition  to 
Andersrm,  bub  he  suooeeded  in  Bpite  of  all  hindranora,  and 
though  other  routes  were  sought  for  and  Buggeated,  yet  Andci' 
Bon'a  road  by  way  of  Lhe  prosont  town  of  Hopo  and  Lake  NiooLa 
tci  Kamlocpa  afterwards  heoame  on9  great  waggon  rood  lo  the 
interior.  No  aoonor  had  the  boundary  line  been  filed  than 
Agitation  arose  to  prepare  the  territory  north  of  the  line  for  a 
possible  iaflus  of  agrioulturiHta  or  minora  and  also  to  moinlain 
the  coast  true  to  British  conneotion.  The  Bodson'B  Bay  Com- 
pany applied  to  the  British  Government  for  &  gr&nt  of  VancoiiTer 
island,  which  thay  held  under  a  leaw  good  for  twelve  yean 
roore.  Jlt[r>  Gladstone  opposed  the  appliaation,  but,  considenng 
it  the  best  thing  to  be  done  in  the  circumstances,  the  Govern* 
ment  made  the  grant  (ISi?)  to  the  Company  under  certain 
oonditions.  The  GompELny  agreed  to  colonize  the  Island,  to 
eoLl  the  lands  at  moderate  ratcB  to  settlers,  and  to  apply  moe- 
tentbs  of  the  receipts  toward  pubUo  improvements.  The  Com- 
pany entered  heartily  into  the  project,  iiianed  a  prospectna  for 
eetblers,  and  hoped  in  5fe  years  to  have  a  considerahle  colony 
GstabUshod  on  the  Island. 

Steps  were  ttiken  by  the  British  Government  to  organize  the 
new  colony.  The  beaJ  of  the  Government  applied  to  ibe 
Governor  of  the  Oompftny  to  name  a  governor.  Chief  Footer 
Douglas  woa  suggested,  but  probably  thinkin-g  an  Lndependent 
man  wonld  be  more  suitable,  the  Government  gave  the  appoint- 
ment tOB  miLij  of  retpea; ability,  Richard  Blanshtu-d,  in  thG  end 
of  1349. 

Tb©  new  Governor  arrived,  but  no  prcpojationa  had  been 
made  for  bis  reception.  No  salary  was  provided  for  his  main- 
tonatice,  and  the  Httitudo  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
ofBoially  at  Fort  Victoria  was  decidedly  lacking  in  heartinesa^ 
Governor  Blanahard'e  position  was  nothing  more  than  on  empty 
show.  He  issued  orders  and  proclamations  whioh  were  di&ro- 
gorded.     He  visited  Fort  Eujiert,  which  had  been  founded  by 
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tbe  Company  on  the  DcrEh-eikst  angle  of  the  isiiuid,  aud  there 
hold  ELD  inveBtigfttioQ  of  a  murder  of  three  awTorB  by  Ihe  Newitty 
lodiajiB.  GoverDDr  Bl£.iLshard  speiit  much  of  his  binie  writing 
p^aaiznistio  reports  of  the  country  to  Britain,  and  after  a 
Tcsidenec  of  a  yooj-  and  a  half  returned  to  England  thoroughly 
Boured  on  account  of  hia  treatmenL  by  the  officers  of  tha 
Company^ 

The  ooloniaation  of  VancouTor  lalaod  proved  very  slow.  A 
company  of  miaers  for  Nanalmo,  and  another  of  farmers  for 
Bcwbe,  near  Victoria,  came,  but  during  Governor  Blanabard'e 
rule  only  one  bond'fide  Hale  of  laud  was  uiade,  and  5ve  years 
after  the  oeasion  to  the  Company  there  were  leas  than  five 
buadred  eolooiBiB-  Chief  Faotor  Douglas  succeeded  to  the 
governorship  and  threw  his  accustomed  energy  into  hia 
administrabion.  The  cry  of  mouopoly,  ever  a  popular  ove, 
tva3  raised,  aud  iuoBCuuch  a.s  the  colony  was  not  iucrea^ing 
eu^ctectly  to  satisfy  the  Imperial  Govammenti  the  great  Com- 
mittee of  She  HouEto  of  Commons  of  1657  was  appointed  to 
examine  the  whole  relation  of  the  Gompudiy  to  Rupert's  Land 
and  the  ladiau  territariea.  The  result  of  the  inquiry  was  tbati 
it  was  decided  to  reheve  the  Hudson's  Baj  Compauy  of  the 
chELTge  of  Vancouver  Island  at  the  time  of  eicpiry  of  their  lease. 
The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  thus  withdrew  ou  the  Pacific 
Coast  to  the  position  of  a  private  trudiog  company,  though  Sir 
James  Douglas,  who  was  knighted  in  1363,  continued  Governor 
of  the  Crown  Colony  of  Vanoouvar  Island,  with  the  added 
responsibility  of  the  territory  on  the  mainland. 

At  this  jnncture  the  gold  discovery  in  the  mainland  called 
tnuch  attention  to  the  country.  Thousands  of  miners  ruabed 
ftt  ouee  to  the  Britisb  posaesaions  on  the  Pafidc  Coast,  Fort 
Yiotoria,  from  being  a  lonely  tradera'  post,  grew  as  if  by  magio 
into  a  city.  Thousands  of  minors  betook  themselves  to  the 
Eraser  River,  and  sought  the  inland  gold-fields.  All  this 
compelled  a  mora  complete  organization  than  the  mera  over^ 
eight  of  Lhe  mainland  by  Governor  Douglas  in  hie  capacity  as 
bead  of  ibe  fur  trade^  Accordingly  the  Britiah  Government 
determioed  to  reheve  the  Hudaone  Bay  Company  of  reeponsi- 
biliiy  for  the  mainland,  which  they  held  uriiler  a  license  soon 
to  eipire,  and  to  t^rect  New  Caledonia  and  tbe  Indian  teiritoriea 
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of  the  aoaat  inia  &  separate  Grown  Cotony  under  the  n&me  of 
Britiah  Columbia.  In  Lord  Lytton'e  dispatcheB  to  Governor 
Douglas,  bo  whom  the  govercorahip  of  both  of  the  colonies  of 
VuioouTer  Island  and  Bntish  Columbia  was  offered,  the  con- 
dition is  plainly  stated  that  he  would  be  reqiiired  to  sever  hia 
oonneation  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  Paget 
Sound  Agrioultural  Company,  and  to  be  independent  of  all 
local  mterests.  Here  we  leave  Sir  James  Douglas  immersed  in 
hia  public  duties  of  govemiog  the  two  colonies,  whiah  in  time 
became  one  province  under  the  name  of  Bntish  Columbia,  thus 
giving  up  the  guidauoe  of  the  fur-trading  stations  for  whose 
up-building  he  hod  striven  for  fifty  years. 

The  posts  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  the  Fooifio 
Coast  in  1657  were  : — 


Fort  Victoria. 
Fort  Rupert. 
Nanaimo. 

Fort  Langley. 
T'ftompwn  JKjwr— 
K&mloopA. 
Fort  Hop«. 


Fort  BimpBon. 
JViw  Ctdedtmia — 

Stuart  Lake. 
McLood  I^e^ 
FroMF  Lake. 
AlexAddiia, 
Fort  Geoi^e. 
Babinw. 
CoDQoUy  Lake. 


CEfAPTEB  XLI. 


PBO    QLO&IA   DEI. 


A  rwt  region — F^ret  Bpiritiiftl  adviaei — A  iocvm  tettetti—Two  FrODch 
Catidtlmn  prieat9^8t,  Bonifiicu  founded — MiaaionM^  RVftI  ia 
MaukeEizie  Rivet  diatrict— Boii  Rivor  parishcB— Tho  croat  AJch- 
bisliop  Tanhu — John  M'oet — Arohdcuccm  CochrftQO*  th*  Eoundor 
—  Jonn  Mi;C4Ulai]i  —  BUhup  Ancturson  —  EnjifiiBh  UiBiionary 
Soflietiea— Arthbiflhop  Moclmiiy— Indiati  Miwlono— Jt^hti  Blimt, 
ttie  PreebvtetUn  kpaatle  —  Methodist  MUfioiifl  oa  hake 
Winnipog— ^he  Creo  sylUbic— ChapUm  Stftinos— BUkop  Cridgo 
— 'Musii^TiHry  Duacan — -Metlaldbtld^RumuD  C'ith'>lii?  oomt 
miBflionB— Cauroh  f>t  Enaknd  biiihi>p — Uiocuso  of  N«w  Wost- 
miiuter — Dr.  Evaua — RoSert  JAmieson  —  Erlucation. 


Whebeveb  Bticlah  influence  bos  gone  throughout  the  worid 
the  Cbri^tmrt  faith  of  the  BnrJsh  people  has  followed.  It  la 
LruB,  for  one  Lundi^d  atid  fifty  years  tLe  ehtps  lo  IluiJaou  Buy 
crossed  regularly  to  tLe  forta  on  tbe  Bay,  and  bcyo^U  cert&in 
suggeBtioDs  as  to  service  to  Uie  et)3pJoyi:£,  no  reai>g|]ition  of 
religion  took  plii^e  on  Hudson  Ba.y,  and  noChil^Lian  dei^man 
or  miBsionaiy  visitor  found  his  way  thither.  Tbe  Cotnpauy 
woa  primarily  %  tradiDg  company,  its  forts  were  for  ap&rt,  and 
there  were  lew  men  at  anr  one  points 

The  fii'st  heralds  of  the  Cro^,  indeed,  to  I'ench  Rupert's  Land 
wei^  uhe  French  prieata  who  H.cooiupauieJ  VHr&udryf<,  though 
tbey  seom  to  have  made  no  settleoic&ta  in  Cho  berritoiy-  It  is 
said  that  oftor  the  con^iuest  of  Canada,  when  the  French 
tTEtderg  had  vvithdrawn  fram  the  North-West,  exa^pt  il  few 
traditiona  in  one  of  bbe  ^ibes,  no  Lrace  of  Chi^stiaatty  whb  left 
behind. 

The  firet  clergymsti  bo  arrive  in  Rupert's  Land  waa  in  OOQ- 
nection  with  Lord  Selkirk's  coJony  in  1811.  A  party  of  Lord 
Selkirk's  first  oolonista  having  como  tram  Bligo,  the  Eounder  aeot 
one  Father  Bourka  to  accompany  th«  pai'ty  to  Eled  Qirar,    Th^ 
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winterirg  it  York  Factory  Eeems  to  buve  developed  aome  un- 
Butisractory  trdils  in  the  spiritual  aclviser,  a.ad  be  did  not  proceed 
fui'tber  tb&D  the  sbcre  of  bbo  Bo^y,  but  returned  bo  his  native 
land. 

The  necassity  of  providing  certain  spiribaaJ  oversight  for  his 
Scottish  coloniBtB  occupied  Lord  Selkirk's  mirid,  Tn  1315 
Jam&a  Butherknd,  f^d  elder  autboriijod  by  tbc  Cbui^h  of  Soot- 
land  to  bflptiae  and  marry,  arrived  with  one  of  the  hands  of 
GoloDists  ut  Red  River,  The  firaL  point  in  Lhe  agieement 
1>etween  Lord  Selkirk  und  his  colonists  was  "to  have  the 
Bervioes  of  a  minister  of  their  own  church/"  This  was  Lord 
Selkirk's  wiah,  and  Mr.  Sulherlftnd  toos  eent  as  focr^m  Un^is^. 
For  three  yeiirs  thia  devout  uulu  jierfonned  tbe  duties  of  his 
ftaored  office,  until  in  the  conflict  betweeti  the  rival  Companiea 
he  wae  forcibly  taken  away  to  Canada  by  tho  North-West 
Company, 

Lord  Selkirk  entered  into  eorrefipon^enee  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  iLUthoritiea  in  Lower  CEUiado.  ik3  to  tbeii'  tvppointing 
prie&tB  to  take  charge  of  tb©  French  and  De  Meurocs  of  hie 
colony.  "We  have  already  seen  in  the  aketeh  of  John  McLeod 
thai  two  Piench  prieste.  Joseph  Norbert  Provencher  and  Severe 
Dumouhn,  proceeded  to  the  North- Wcet  aad  took  up  a  position 
on  tbe  east  side  of  Red  Hiver  nearly  opposite  the  site  of  the 
deniohsbad  Fort  Gibmltar,  On  aaoonnt  of  the  preponderanco 
of  the  German -speaking  De  Meuxone,  the  aultlement  wa9  called 
6t.  Boniface,  after  the  German  pttrcn  saint.  Though  thesd 
pioneer  prieata  eadnred  hardabipa  and  poverty,  they  ener- 
getically undertook  their  work,  and  maintained  a  ficbool  in 
which,  shortly  after,  vre  are  bold,  tbere  were  echolara  in  tbo 
■*  Humanities." 

With  great  zeal  tbe  BomELn  Catholic  Church  has  carried  its 
mi^aionH  to  the  Indians,  even  to  (ltBtn,nt  AtLabascn  and  Mac- 
kensio  River.  In  1622  the  Priest  Provencher  was  mode  a 
biabop  under  the  title  of  Bishop  of  JuliopoUs  (in  ^riihwi  h^ 
Jidelivm).  Hie  jurisdiction  inofnded  Euperb's  Land  and  the 
Nortb-West  or  ladian  lerrii^arJes^  Besides  the  vrork  among 
the  IndianSnthe  BJbhop  organized  the  French  aettlementa  along 
tbe  Red  and  Assiuiboiiie  Rivers  into  pariahes.  In  addition  to 
St.  Boniface,   some   cl   these  were    St.   Norbez't,  St<   Frcbn^ois 
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Xnvier,  St.  Chajlee,  Bt.  ViUl,  and  the  like,  unLiJ,  at  bh«  c1o«q 
cf  the  Hudson's  Boy  Oompany's  ruJc  in  1869,  tlicre  were  nme 
Frenob  pAiiabeB. 

The  In^ikQ  misaions  have  been  largely  curried  00  by  ft 
Society  oi  Ibe  Soman  Catholic  Chnroh  known  as  tho  ObUte 
Fabhej-B-  A  sieterbood  of  the  Grey  Nuns  have  niso  taken 
a  strong  hold  of  the  North-Weat. 

Id  the  year  1814  a  yoang  French  priest  DQincd  AIoKandi-e 
Aatonin  Taeh^  came  to  the  Norlh-Wesl  atii  led  the  way  in 
i^arrying  the  fa^th  among  the  Indiana  of  ihe  Mackenzie  Hiver. 
A  cDOflt  intereating  work  of  Father  Tache.  called  '*  Vingt  Aunres 
deMisfiict]&/'  gives  the  life  and  trials  of  thisdevoted  miaaioaary. 
Jc  ft  few  y€arG  tbe  young  priest  was  appointed  coadjutor  of 
Bishop  Prove i]i;?iQr,  nnd  on  the  deuUi  of  thnt  prelate  in  1853, 
young  Mongeignetir  Tach^  aucoeeded  to  the  see  undet  the  name 
of  the  BiBhop  of  Stn  Boniface-  Bishop  Taehi^  became  a  notable 
man  oE  the  Bed  River  settlement.  He  xi'as  a  m&n  of  much 
breadth  of  view.  kiiidJineBM  of  juanner,  and  of  great  religious 
zeal.  Ae  an  education  a!  let  and  public  man,  he  ^yielded,  dnnng 
the  whole  time  of  the  Hud&oa'a  Bay  Gompany'a  later  regime,  a 
potent  influence.  A  year  or  two  after  the  elevation  of  Biehop 
Tache  M>  the  vacant  place  of  Biahop  Provencher,  Bishop 
Grandin  was  appointed  a  blahop  of  the  interior  and  took  up  bla 
abode  at  He  \  la  CroBse.  The  Bonxan  Cftthohc  Choreh  haa 
done  mTich  in  bringing  many  wild  tribes  under  the  eivilifing 
influence  of  ChriBtiianity. 

Though  Lord  Selkirk  was  compelled  to  betake  himself  Lu 
France  in  1830  in  soarob  of  health,  he  did  nob  forgot  his  promise 
to  bis  Scottish  eoloniete  on  Red  lUver.  He  entrusted  tho  taefc  of 
procuring  a  clergyman  for  them  to  Mr.  John  Pritchard,  who,  we 
have  seen,  had  entered  the  service  of  his  Lordship.  Pnlcfaanl. 
ftctiagtmder  the  direction  of  the  committee  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  seems  to  have  taken  a  couree  that  Lord 
Selkirk  would  hardly  have  approveil.  Tu  Home  extent  diire- 
gtkrding  the  promise  made  to  the  Scottish  settlers,  either  the 
agent  or  the  committee  appUed  to  the  Church  MiaaioDary 
Society  to  appoint  a  chaplain  for  the  Hudaon^s  Bay  Company 
At  Red  Hiver. 

The  choice  made  wae  a  most  judicious  one,  being  that  of 
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Bov,  Joho  Woat.  who  wrote  a  very  raadabid  book  on  his 
6iperienoe4,  In  which  ths  condition  of  the  aebtlemBDli,  aloug 
with  au  B^cooviDt  oE  his  luisaioQEiL-y  Uboura,  are  described' 
A  liltle  volume,  written  by  Miaa  Tucker,  under  the  name  of 
"  TKe  Pvitinbow  c(  tbeNortb,  "  also  gives  an  lotoreBting account 
of  the  founding  of  the  Protestant  faith  [n  the  settlement. 

Mr.  West  arrived  in  Red  River  BelUement  in  October,  1B20* 
and  ibt  once  begAO  hia  labours  by  holding  flarviaog  in  Fort  Garry. 
For  a  time  be  w&b  [ully  occupied  in  marrymg  many  who  had 
formerly  lived  aa  man  aT^d  wife,  thniigh  airendy  mamad  aftei: 
the  Indiiin  [aabion,  and  iu  baptising  tbe  childre:!-  He  a^b  ouod 
oponod  a  school,  Mr,  West  made  nn  esploratoiy  joumoy  fii'a 
or  aix  huitdred  miles  wostward,  visiting  Indian  tribes.  In 
183S  he  erected  the  first  Prote&t&nt  pla.ce  of  worship  on  tho 
Red  River,  And  in  the  same  year  was  joined  by  Bev,  David 
Jones,  who  was  left  in  charge  ^hon  Mr.  West  returned  to- 
England. 

Two  years  afterwiida  Rev,  William  Cochrane  und  hia  wif» 
arrived  at  Red  Rivei'-  Mr,  Cochrana,  dftcrwiurd  Archdeacon 
Coohiancj  waa  a  man  of  Btiikiug  poraonality,  and  to  him  has 
been  given  the  credit  of  Laying  the  foundation  of  the  Church  of 
England  in  the  Red  River  sat^iemcnt.  The  Indiitna  to  the  north 
of  Ibc  aettlement  on  Bod  River  were  visited  and  yielded  readily 
to  tho  sohcitations  of  the  miaBioaancs.  Early  among  those 
self-denying  Lidian  miBsionaries  wjia  the  Rev,,  aft«i'wards 
Archdeacon,  Cowley.  GhnrcheB  ware  ei'sctad  in  the  pariahea 
that  were  set  apart  in  the  Ba,me  way  as  the  Freocb  pariabea, 
St,  John's,  St  Paul'a,  St.  Andrew's,  St,  Clement'a,  St.  Jamea, 
Headingly,  and  the  like  to  the  number  of  ten  were  eaob 
provided  with  church  and  Bchool. 

Rev,  Mr,  Jones  did  nob  negletit  the  edncational  interests  of 
hia  wide  charge.  Having  booome  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  eatabliahinf;  a  bearding -school  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Bcattered  familiefl  of  Rupert's  Land,  Mr-  Jones  brought  out 
Mr.  John  McCallum,  a  student  of  King's  College.  Aber- 
deen, who  hrtd  fcuud  hia  way  to  Loudon,  Coming  to 
Bed  Eiver  in  1933,  McCallum  began  the  school  which  hae 
since  become  St.  John's  Collage,  At  Ci-^t  this  gchoo!  wlib 
under  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  but  a  decade  after  its 
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loundirtg  it  WM  oonducted  by  McCaUum  himaelf,  with  no 
«JlowitDCQ  from  tbe  Compa,ay. 

In  1844  LD  episcc^pEJ  viait  was  made  to  Ited  Riror  by  th^ 
first  Proteetaitt  Biahop  wbo  could  reach  the  romuto  BpDt^  This 
WQB  Dr.  Mounluii],  Bishop  of  Mouli-enl-  He  published  a  sEnitlJ 
work  giving  nn  ^tzaunt  of  his  visit.  Meui>  ecnfrrmiilioiLS  look 
place  by  \h^  Bisbop,  and  Mr,  Cowley  nofi  ULude  a  prieett 
John  UcO&]l(im  hud  tiJEen  euch  a  hold  upon  the  Selldrk 
eettlers  that  it  wil«  deemed  advisable  to  ordain  him,  and  for 
severs.!  yeare  he  cRrrietl  on  the  BDhool  along  wilb  tbe  incum- 
beucy  of  tbe  piuiBh  cburcb.  McCallum  oaly  lived  for  live 
ye;vr9  after  the  Bishop'a  viait. 

Iq  1836  JamuA  Leith,  Ei  wcaltby  chief  faclot  of  the  Hndaoti'a 
Bay  Compa^ny,  beqce^lbed  in  his  will  twelve  Ephous^uid  poundy 
to  be  expended  for  tbe  beoefit  of  tbe  Indian  mieaiooB  in 
Rupert's  Larod.  Leith'a  family  bitterly  oppoaod  this  die- 
position  of  their  patrimony,  but  tbe  Master  of  the  KollSj  hear- 
in^  that  tbe  Hudeorj'e  Bay  Comptijiy  was  williug  to  add  tbroe 
hundred  pounds  annijally  to  the  interest  ^uicruing  from  the 
Leith  bequest,  gave  the  decision  ngainat  thom,  and  thus  secured 
un  inoome  to  tbe  see  of  eeven  bnndred  pounds  a  year,  in 
J&49  tbe  diocese  of  Btjpert'a  Land  was  established  by  the 
Cronn,  and  Rev.  David  Anderson,  of  Oxford  (Juiv^TBity,  iviLti 
consecrated  first  Biebop  of  Rupert's  Liuid.  In  the  autumn  of 
tbe  eacnc  ycnr  Bishop  AoderBon  arrived  at  Bed  ^ver,  by  ^vay 
of  York  Factory,  and  his  first  public  duty  was  to  conduct  the 
funeral  of  the  lamented  John  McCsllmu.  Afier  on  IneuDi' 
h^ncy  of  fifteen  years  Bishop  Anderson  illumed  to  England 
and  reeigDed  the  Bisbopric- 

In  1865  Dr,  Robert  Macbray  arrived  at  Bed  River,  having 
been  consecrated  Bishop  by  the  Archhiahop  of  Canterbury. 
Under  Bishop  Anderson  the  ooUege  sueocesfully  begun  by 
McCiUlum  languished,  for  the  Bishop  seemed  mere  intent  on 
mission  work  tban  education.  In  the  year  aFteT  his  ajrival, 
Bishop  Machray  revived  tbe  institution  under  the  name  of 
8i-  John's  College^     It  was  of  much  service  to  tbe  colony^ 

By  the  time  of  the  pasBing  awiiy  of  the  power  of  ihe  Qudson^a 
Bay  Cov^pftny,  four  yenrs  after  the  arrival  of  Biidiop  Machniy, 
■uhst&ntiol  stone  churches  and  sohool'bouees  bad  b«en.«.T«fiWk 
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\n  almost  ftlL  of  the  pftHsties  mentioned,  n^a  orgar)iz&i  by  tbo 

CUurcL of  Englniid-  Tothe  Churcb  ofEnglaDdbelongedDearly 
ull  the  EugUfih'Bpe&king  half-breed  population  of  the  colony,  fL& 
well  OB  A  largo  number  of  tho  Hudson's  Bay  Compujiy  of&oarB. 

Biehop  Mflchray'B  dJocfiac  Govered  a,  vaat  area.  Prom 
Hudson  Bay  to  t\m  Rocky  Mouiitaina  was  undei'  bis  juiisdiu- 
tioii,  Muob  work  was  dooe  amongst  the  Indian  tribes.  At 
MooflO  Faotorj'  on  the  Bay^  another  devoted  kbourer  -was 
woi'lcing  diligently-  It  U  true  the  missiouB  were  widely  Mat- 
tered, but  of  the  Lvventy-four olergymen  beloDglag  bs  thedioaGae 
of  Bupert's  Land,  dfteen  wero  omon^  the  IndiiLna  a.t  the  Unie 
of  the  ceesation  of  the  Hadeon'a  B&y  Gompany'B  rule.  The 
remainder  wero  in  the  parishes  of  Bed  River  such  as  St.  John's, 
3t>  Aadiew'»,  St.  Paul's.  Headingly,  Poplar  Point,  and  Portage 
la  Prairb^ 

The  aasislance  I'endored  not  only  by  the  Churcii  Mieaionary 
Society,  but  ftlao  by  the  Society  foi-  the  Prapagation  of  the 
GoBpd  III  Foreign  Parts,  tbe  Colonial  and  Continental  Ghuroh 
Society,  and  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  ChriettJtn 
Knowledge,  wlib  very  great,  ard  future  generations  will  be 
indebted  to  the  benevolcncQ  and  liberality  of  tha  Elngliah 
people  ill  ending  bplribual  a^&istiaaice  lo  Bupert's  Land. 

A  peru&itl  of  the  work.  '*  Red  River  Settlement,"  by  ALfix- 
ander  Hossr  shows  that  a  long  and  somewhat  dtsappointlug 
Btruggle  was  maintained  by  the  Selkirk  Kettlers  to  obtain  the 
iulfllment  of  I>Ji-d  Splkirk'fl  prooiiso  to  send  them  a  rciniatar  of 
their  own  failli,  Scottish  goveroore  came  and  departed,  but  no 
Soottish  minietor  come.  Sir  George  Simpson  airiv^  OTi  bia 
yoEtrly  visits  at  Fort  Garry,  Bind  was  often  interviewed  by  the 
settlers  of  KiJdcinari.  but  the  Governor,  though  pleasant  and 
piituaibTe  enough,  was  impenetrable  as  the  splilox^  Petitions 
were  sent  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  to  the  BcottiBh 
General  Assembly,  but  they  sdtdom  reoc^bed  their'  destinatiou 
and  effected  nothing. 

The  people  conformed  to  the  serviae  of  the  Oburob  of 
England  b  the  vicinity  of  their  parish.  They  were  treated  by 
the  Episcopal  clergy  with  much  eonsi deration,  Their  own 
psalter  was  used  iji  their  worship,  the  service  was  made  aa 
iimple  as  they  could  well  desire,  but  the  people  with  High- 
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land  leaaoity  held  bo  thoir  owu  lanctfi  for  forty  yatira  vid 
maitilEuned  antDng  themaelvoa  rogulur  ootto^  meetings  fot 
prayer  and  praiae. 

At  length  the  i^uestion  aroae  aa  to  the  posscBeion  of  the 
ohuroh  property/  nnd  tfaa  ri^ht  o\  burial  in  3b.  Jobo's  burial^ 
groimd.  The  Scottish  aettlerH  maintained  their  right  bo  the 
church  [iDd  churchyoird,  A  very  aorimonioua  diaoaaaion  arose. 
In  the  end  the  matter  was  referred  to  Mr.  EdeD  Colviller  b, 
Compojiy  tiirector,  who  wms  in  the  settlement  on  hu&infws. 
Mr.  Colville  informed  the  wrtber  that  he  claimod  the  credit  of 
settling  the  dispute,  Anotlier  site  on  the  river  bank  two  or 
three  miles  to  the  noith  of  St.  John's,  cdled  La  Grei)oaJ]15rd, 
or  Frog  Plain,  consisting  of  aever&l  bundi-ed  acres,  was  baodf  d 
over  lo  the  Bcotfcish  Bcttwrs  for  church,  macse.  and  glebe. 
This  was  in  LSSl,  and  though  the  Kildonan  people  wero  still 
given  the  right  to  bury  rheir  dead  in  St.  John's,  m  the  future 
their  chief  interest  centreii  in  the  new  pJot. 

The  presence  iu  El«d  River  of  Mr,  BaLlcndeu.  a  oouutryimaD 
of  the  Kiidotian  people,  a5  Hudson's  Bay  Company  Goveruor 
of  Fort  Gairy,  led  to  an  applioation  being  made  to  their 
frienda  In  ScotliLni  to  eend  them  a  minister-  Indeed,  tbe  call 
had  been  made  agaiLi  aii.i  n^-iiin  for  fi  geoeration-  This  requeat 
was  tranamitted  to  Caitada  to  Dr  Robert  Bums,  a  man  of  warm 
missionary  zeal  find  great  wiadoEn,  Sir  George  Simpaon  had 
b€^n  oomnkunicated  with,  and  deemed  it  \^i^  to  reverse  hia 
former  pohey  of  inaetion  and  prou^jaed  certain  aid  and  counten- 
ance, should  n  Preabyterian  minieteJ*  be  found  to  care  for  tbe 
parish  of  Kildonan, 

Dr,  Burns  had  among  his  acquaintances  a  recent  graduate 
of  Knox  College.  Toronto,  oamed  Jobti  Dlach.  Him  the 
Bealous  doctor  iir^'ed.  if  not  oommandod,  to  go  to  E*id  Blver 
Thia  tmBt  waa  accepted,  and  after  a  tedious  and  unoertam 
joiircey  Bev  John  Black  arrived  at  Red  Kiv^',  September, 
1661.  The  KilJouan  people  immediately  rallied  Jirouad  their 
Dew  olergyman.  wbCi  Ujough  not  able  to  speak  Gaelic  as  they 
desired,  yet  became  an  idol  to  hia  people.  lu  1853  a  church 
w«a  erected,  with  tlie  aid  of  a  small  grant  from  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Compu^).  and  llm  foundations  of  Pre^byteriardsm  were 
laid- 
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lo  ]B65  Bev.  Jaooes  Nisbcl,  who  had  come  a  few  3'6fljs 
before  to  o^^ist  Mr.  Block,  org>u^2ed  a  miBsioD  to  the  Crec 
ludifljiB,  sjkd  named  his  nusaioD  church  en  the  baoka  of  the 
Saakatcbewan,  Prinoe  Albert-    Growing  by  slow  degrees,  the 

Presbyteriau  interest  Increased  and  vaa  repvesented  at  tLe  end 
of  the  Hndeoo's  Bay  Company's  rule  by  four  or  live  dergymeD- 
Schools  as  mfiintained  by  voluntary  contributions  nere  ere<tied 
in  the  Presbyterian  parishes  of  Kit  don  an  an  J  Little  Bntain. 

Mauitobai  College  "waa  planned  and  arranged  for  in  the 
closing  yeai'  of  tbo  Hudaoa*s  Bay  Compajiy's  regime. 

Tbe  MetbodiatE,  with  the  fervour  and  missionary  zeo]  which 
has  always  chaiacLerlzed  iJiem,  determined  to  flIiI  in  avangelizLDg 
the  Indians  of  Rupert's  Land.  It  >vas  the  English  Metbodiets 
iwho  first  Bhowod  a  deeii'o  in  Ibis  direction,  Thsy  agreed 
to  Bend  the  Indians  a  clergyman  suited  for  the  work,  if  the 
Canadian  Melboilrsl  Cburcb  would  send  a  few  labourera 
trained  in  Lidian  work  in  Canada, 

Jamea  Evana,  an  EngUshman  who  hod  been  long  in  Canada, 
and  hod  laboured  Foryeais  [tmcing  the  Indians  of  Upper  Canada, 
consented  bo  go  lo  Bupeit'n  Land  »nd  take  the  i^uperintendence 
of  the  others  eent  oiit>  Leaving  Montreal  with  the  three 
English  missionaries  and  two  educated  young  Ojibe^va3'S|  Peter 
Jacobs  and  Heni'y  B,  Steiobanser,  tbe  party  went  by  canoes  up 
the  lakes  aj^d  then  along  the  old  fur  traders'  route,  and  arrived 
at  Norway  House,  at  tbe  fool  ol  Lake  Winnipeg*  in  1640. 
Evana  mude  Norwuy  Houee  his  head-quarlers,  George  BanJey 
went  lo  Moose  Factory*  William  Mason  to  Kainy  Lake  and 
Biver  Winnipeg,  and  Robert  T,  Rundle  to  Edmonton. 

The  migaioiL8  lo  the  Hudaou  Bay  and  Bainy  Lake  were  soon 
given  up,  but  Ko^aviile  and  Osford  House,  on  Lake  Winnipeg, 
and  fieveral  points  near  Edmonton^  are  the  evidence  to-day  of 
tbe  faithful  self-denying  woi-k  done  by  these  early  Methodist 
pioneers.  Having  no  whites  in  the  cotmtry.  the  operatiocfl  of 
tbe  Methodist  Church  in  Rupert's  Land  were,  up  to  the  time 
of  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  traneferj  confined  to  the 
Indians  of  Rupert's  Land. 

Mr  Evans,  tbe  superintendent  of  these  missiona^  became 
very  oelebntted  by  the  iDvention  of  j*  syllabic  system  of  writing 
introduced   among   the   Creeg,     The    plan    ia  simple,  and  an 
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inteUigei^t  Indiaii  whabaa  never  aeon  tlie  ^^Gtem '  caninasborb 
time  leam  to  read  and  write  the  syllabic.  The  sylJabio  ho 
spread  widely  over  Ruperfa  Laud,  and  the  different  Cburcbes 
use,  capeciaiiy  among  the  Ci-eee,  this  ingenious  inventioo  in 
printing  tbe  Bibio  and  service  books,  Wben  Loi-d  Dnfferin,  a 
cumber  of  yeara  ago,  vieiticd  the  North-Went  as  Govemor- 
Qeneml  of  Cftoadii,  on  heai'iiigof  Evans' iDVentif>ti  be  remarked, 
*'Tbe  nation  hae  given  many  a  man  ^  title  and  a  pension  iwid 
a  roating-pLace  in  WeEtniinster  Abbey  wbo  never  did  ball  so 
maoh  for  bia  fallow 'Creat area." 

Borne  claim  b&a  t>aen  made  for  Muson  ba  b^rng  tbe  mventor 
of  this  charocbor,  bat  there  aecmB  to  be  no  ground  for  the  elaim. 

John  AyerQon,  a  Canadian  Methodiet  divine,  In  1854  vialt«d 
Rupert'fl  Land  from  Canada,  And  aft^r  seeing  the  mifisionfi  on 
Lake  Wimiipeg.  went  from  York  Factory  lo  Eiiglaod,  The 
taking  over  of  the  misaion  by  the  Canadian  Mcthodiat  Cbui'ch 
resulted  fnom  thia  y\^\. 

Tbeap  ar?  tbe  main  movernenta  of  a  religious  Icind  that  ttiok 
place  within  the  borders  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  territonefl 
eaati  of  the  Rocky  Mountajns  up  to  tbo  end  of  ^e  Hudfion'a 
Bay  Company's  n-gime.  A  p"eat  Ecirioe  was  rendered  to  the 
wbiles  aud  Indians  alike,  to  the  HudRon's  Bay  Company,  bo 
tbe  Kildonan  ei^ttlerflj  and  all  the  native  people  by  the  patieot 
work  of  the  four  chGTchea  named.  Tbe  best  feeling,  and  in 
many  caaes  active  co-operfttion,  were  ^van  by  these  c^ui^es 
to  each  other.  The  work  done  by  tbesa  chnrcbes  hud  the 
fourdaiion  for  the  general  morality  and  advanced  aocia)  lite 
which  prevailed  in  Red  River  and  in  the  reeione  beyond, 

On  tbe  Pacitio  elope  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  took  an 
immediate  control  of  tbe  religious  and  educational  instmction 
of  the  people,  upon  the  organization  of  Vancouver  Island  as  a 
colony  (1849).  Tbe  Rev.  Robert  Staines  waa  sent  as  chaplain 
and  teacher  lo  Fort  Viutoria,  and  was  piven  a  salary  and  im 
allowance  for  carrying  on  a  boarding- ficbool  in  which  be  was 
aaaiBted  fay  bis  wife.  Mr.  Slainea  did  not  agree  with  tfa« 
Company,  went  to  Drit^  as  a  delegate  from  the  disgatiaficd 
employee,  hoi  died  of  injnnea  reoeivod  on  his  homeward  voynge. 

Mr.  Staines'  snccee«or  wae  Ibe  Rev,  Edward  Cridgo.     The 
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D#w  olupUin  WM  w«n  pnmd«d  for  by  lb«  Companf,  bflb^ 
MourwJ  li  pftrfoakgo  tttid  gUbv  of  one  btmdred  »crea,  tnd  th£«o 
hjndrwl  poundi  ft  yMkr,  on«  bundrod  pounda  ftDniull/  bmns 
a«  ohii]>lLln  (?f  bljA  Compu-ny.  Mr^  Crldge  became  n  pronuuent 
obnOajfta  of  tb«  ooloay.  but  i&  Ular  ye^n  Left  bi?  mother 
oburoh  tohMom«Bitb0poflh«B0fonii^dEpiMopftLChurQb.  In 
( NOO  HU^LOp  nilli  wftH  nude  firvt  blabop  of  the  oiiited  cr>loTdeB  of 
Vttlioouvsr  UUiui  Knd  nHtUh  Culumbin^  Twenty  year^  iiter- 
wud  bbc  diooMo  wftn  divulnd  iiibo  (1)  Vrtaoouver  lalzttid  E^nd  bho 
liUndfl,  %%  DiocMitf  0/  Cofum^M,  [2)  bhe  aoutbem  mainlaoi  « 
S)iou%§  of  Sett'  )VutniinHer.  ftad  (S)  tho  nortHern  cnalntand  m 
/MoMM  0/  Ni^Ui  Cal^Ionut.  Tlie  Church  of  Etigland  in  BritUb 
CobinihlA  bM  ftnjoyod  largo  ^ftn  from  the  B&rone^s  Burd«tt- 
Coutu. 

Oda  of  lb*  moib  romarkiililo  misftiona  of  modern  limes  ia 
Lhitb  of  MuliiLknhtliL,  fu^fjLtn  undMr  tht^  auHpioes  of  tliA  Church 
or  KhKl'^iJ*^  l>>  WiIkiLiii  UuccMi^  TUo  viUuge b^  founded  bocame 
An  fetATiiple  at  oiviUKation  Among  tlie  iDdi&ns,  as  well  ab  a 
liniiiliiiiLiil  tn  I'Hei  ClirUtii^n  vrork  dniie-  Unfortu cutely,  tho 
luoitul  Indian  villHi^o  hiu  b^n  largely  bi-crken  up  by  ik 
mltundorttADdin^  batwoon  Mr.  Dmiofia  &nd  his  bishop. 

Thd  Arab  mUtioniLry  of  no(«  of  the  Romnn  Catholio  CbniMsb 
on  tha  cofttb  wb*  Pabb«r  Domei-s*  who  beanmo  Biahop  of 
VrkueoLivri'  Ivlnnd  nrd  Nuw  OiiWonin.  The  Ohiale  Fabhcni 
Wort»  cmi'ly  on  tliu  ictt>uud  la  Britiali  Culuutbui,  the  first  of  tbe 
Ofilorhnvii^ifbaplinod  uptrkrds  of  Uiroo  thouacmd  mon»  women, 
Atid  flhjllni[i  cl  EndiAii  tribes,  tbv  Son^hiea,  SAnnecba,  Aod 
Oowiobinn,  hn^r  Violorm,  Many  chumhe^.  sobcioU,  ftnd 
boApibftl-  brL\c  Wn  fouLkdod  by  bho  ttirrgciio  and  eolF-denying 
ll*>nmii  t\iHik'l'i  uli.i  li^vr  [iii:,Ui  Briiiali  Cohjtnbifl  tboirbomo. 
I^iidioji  S(>|^hri  -ii.i'ir  Jt'^1  ilin  vut^evAlile  l^Ubop  DemarB  in  bt* 
dioootv, 

Van  TMkTt  Altar  tbo  formation  of  Vaqooutot  Faland  as  »  Orown 
OOLony,  RoTf,  Dr,  Evnna,  Ij-  Koh^on,  and  two  other  miniators 
ludoHook  work  for  tbo  Methodist  Chorob  ot\  the  ooast.  Good 
fouddAliona  w«pe  liUd  by  ibe  olerg^-men  n&mpd,  &rid  acill  better 
b|  IUt.  ThoiuAa  Croaby.  who  jotoed  tbom  After  a  few  ysAA' 
acrtioo,  Aod  «nMr«d  boArUlsr  iaio  ttSaita  to  ovAnceUse  the 
ludiADA.     Be  hAd  groAt  *aooeM  amoog  the  FUth^Ad  IndiAna. 
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In  1661  the  first  Prosbyterian  miniBter  urired — Bot.  John 
Hall  from  Ireland,  nad  he  imdertook  work  in  ViotorU.  Id  bb« 
year  foUowmg,  Bev.  Bobert  Junieson  came  from  Can&da  as  a 
repreeentatire  of  the  CanadiaQ  PresbTteriaa  Church  and  settled 
at  New  WestmiDater.  Ghorches  were  eoon  bniLt  ia  Victoria, 
Kanumo,  and  New  WeatmiDBter,  thet  now  contain  strong  and 
Tigoroos  congregations. 

All  of  the  churches  were  under  deep  obligations  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  protection,  assistanoe,  and 
sympathy  in  their  undertakings  on  the  coast-  The  inrush  of 
gold  seekers  threw  a  great  reaponsibihty  upon  all  the  churches, 
and  it  was  well  that  the  Company,  merely  for  motives  of  self- 
interest,  should  regard  the  influence  of  the  missionarie<  among 
the  fierce  tribes  of  the  moontaina,  of  both  island  and  mainland, 
as  of  the  greatest  importance. ,  The  record  of  self-denying 
missionaries  of  the  churches  has  justified  all  the  patronage 
and  favour  rendered  them  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 


CHAPTER  XLn. 

THB  BUDSO^''B  BAY  COMPANY  AKD  THE  IHDUNg. 

The  Gomp&ny'a  Indi&Q  policy — dMncter  of  officers-^A  rftce  ol  huntera 
— Plan  of  ftdyanooa — ChargeB  Hf«nBt  the  Oompftny — liquor 
reatriction — C&pital  puniahment — StarriDfl;  Indians — Diseased 
and  helpleaft — Education  and  religion — TEa  age  of  missioDA — 
Sturdy  Saulteaux — Tbn  Munkegoiui — Wood  Creea — Wandering 
Plain  Crees — The  Chipewyanb — Wild  ABaintboinea — Blackfeet 
IndJaoB — Polvglot  coaat  tribea— Edtdmoa— No  Indian  wai^-No 
police — pliable  and  docile — SucceM  of  the  Company. 

I  F&OM   time  to    time  the  opponents  of    the  Company  have 

Boiigbt  to  find  groundB  for  the  overthrow  of  the  lioeuce  to 
trade  granted  by  the  Government  of  Britain  over  the  Indian 
temtoriee.  One  of  the  moat  frequent  lines  of  attack  was  in 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  Indians  by  the  for  traders.     It 

,  may  be  readily  conceded  that  the  ideal  of  the  Company's 

officials  was  in  many  cases  not  the  highest.     The  turn  of 

i  Governor  Simpson  in  hia  long  reign  of  forty  years  was  that  of 

a  keen  trader-  A  politic  man,  the  leader  of  the  traders  when 
in  Montreal  conformed  to  the  sentiment  of  the  city,  abroad  in 
the  wilds  he  did  very  littie  to  encourage  bis  subordinates  to 
cultivate  higher  aims  among  the  natives.  Often  the  missionary 
was  found  raising  questions  very  disturbing  to  the  monopoly, 
and  this  brought  the  Company  officers  into  a  hostile  attitude 
to  him.  Undoubtedly  in  some  cases  the  missionaries  were 
officious  and  unfair  in  their  criticisms. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  men  and  officers  of  the  Company 
were  generally  moral.  Hen  of  education  and  reading  the 
officers  usually  were,  and  their  sentiment  was  likely  to  be  in 
the  right  direction.  The  spirit  of  the  monopoly — the  golden 
character  of   silence,  and  tbe   need  of  being   secretive  and 
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uncomQiiiTiicati?e — waa  instillad  mbo  every  nldrk,  trapper,  And 

But  the  tradibion  of  tha  Coinpariy  was  to  keep  Ibo  ladioiQ  a 
hunter.  There  was  no  effort  to  eneoQi-age  the  native  to 
agricuHure  or  to  any  industry.  To  make  b.  gfx>d  collector  of 
fur  was  the  cblef  Mm.  For  tliia  th&  ludinn  required  do 
educjition,  [or  tbia  the  wandermg  babbit  needoi  to  be  oultiv&tcd 
FEhther  than  discouraged,  t.ad  for  this  it  waa  ^?ell  to  have  the 
home  ties  B,fl  brittle  aft  possihla.  Hence  the  tent  and  teepee 
^ere  favoured  for  the  ludi&ti  hunter  more  th&n  the  log  coUage 
or  village  bouse. 

It  wiLB  one  of  the  most  oommon  abates  against  the  Company 
thaL  in  order  to  keep  tha  Indian  in  eubjeetion  advances  ware 
made  oq  this  catclt  of  Curs  ol  the  canting  seaKOHp  in  order 
tbati  being  in  debt,  be  might  be  Ioas  independent.  The 
estpenence  of  the  writer  in  Bed  River  aeltlement  in  former  daya 
Idads  him  to  doubi;  this,  nod  certainly  the  fur  traders  deny  tha 
allegatioD-  The  improvident  hnjf-bieed  or  Indian  woDt  to  the 
Gompany'a  store  to  obtain  all  that  be  could.  The  traders  at  the 
forts  had  diflioulty  io  obeoking  the  esttravaganae  of  their  warda. 
Frequently  tha  fttorekeeper  refused  to  make  advances  leat  be 
should  fall  in  recovering  the  value  of  the  ailicles  odvanoed, 
Fitzgerald,  a  writer  who  took  part  in  the  agitation  of  1919, 
luake^  the  aaBettion  in  the  most  fiippant  munner  that  to  keep 
the  Indiana  in  debt  was  the  iuvariablc  policy  of  the  Company, 
No  evidence  la  cited  to  support  tbia  stateuient,  and  it  woulcl 
seem  to  be  very  bai-d  to  prove. 

The  same  writer  undarbaken,  aleoi^  the  line  of  defilrcctive 
critimsm,  to  &how  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  does  not 
dosarvo  the  credit  given  it  of  dkoouragiog  the  trafiio  in  strong 
drink,  and  assorts  that  **a  beaver  ekiu  wad  never  lost  to  the 
Company  lor  wont  of  a  pint  of  rum."  This  ia  &  very  gravo 
charge,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer  can oot  be  STibatantiated, 
The  fiiabop  of  Uootrealp  B-  M^  Baliantyue,  nud  the  agents  of 
the  miauooary  aooietiea  ^e  said  either  to  hAvo  little  eKpcrioctoo 
or  to  bo  unwilling  to  tell  on  this  subjaot  what  they  knew. 
This  oritio  iheo  quotes  vftrioua  stalemeats  of  viTiters,  extending 
back  in  sooie  cues  thirty  or  forty  years^  to  abow  that  apirituous 
liquors  were  flold  by  the  Company.     It  ia  undoubted  that  at 
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timefl  in  the  history  of  the  fur  tradftj  aapeciaily  al;  the  beginning 
<jf  the  century,  when  the  three  Comprmiee  were  engaged  in  a 
□noat  ex&cbing  ccmpeticiODr  ^s  ^^  ba^e  fulty  abown,  in  eeveral 
tjsj^efl  ciueh  damage  \vaB  dooe,  Ou  tbe  Faoi£c  Coast,  too,  eight 
or  ten  yG&ra  bbfure  LhiB  cHlic  wrote,  there  w&h,  as  we  have 
seen,  fxceaa.  Ab  other  timea  also,  at  pointa  in  the  wide  field 
cf  operations,  over  half  a  continent,  intoaJcating  liquor  -^aa 
plentiful  and  very  injuriouSj  but  no  feeling  was  stronger  ia  ft 
HudJ^on'a  Bay  Ccmpany  trader'e  mind  than  ihB,t  he  was  Id  ii 
country  without  police,  without  military,  without  lawe,  and 
that  his  OvYn  aud  Lis  people's  Lives  were  in  rlnngcr  should 
.drunkenneuft  prevail.  Self-preservation  inulioed  every  brftder 
to 'prevent  the  uae  of  epirite  among  the  Indiana,  The  writer 
ia  of  opinion  tbn.t  while  there  may  bnvo  been  many  violations 
of  ao)>nety,  yet  the  record  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Oompany  has 
been  on  the  whole  creditable  in  this  matter. 

The  charges  of  esecuting  capital  punishment  and  of  neg- 
lecting the  Indians  in  years  of  bturvation  may  be  taken 
together.  The  oritietam  f>f  the  people  of  Bed  Biver  was  that 
the  Company  was  weak  in  the  executioD  of  the  penalties  of  the 
law.  They  compWned  that  the  Ootnpany  was  uncertain  of  its 
powers  and  that  the  hand  of  justioo  wae  cbaioed.  The  moi'vel 
to  an  unprejudioed  observer  is  that  the  Oompajiy  euoeeeded  in 
mling  so  vast  a  tenitory  with  so  few  I'eprieala  or  executions. 
Id  the  matter  oE  assiating  the  Indians  in  years  of  scarcity,  it 
WAG  the  interest  of  the  fur  company  to  save  the  lites  of  ita 
trappers  and  workers,  But  those  unacquainted  with  the  vnst 
wasteH  of  Hapevt's  Land  and  the  Far  North  little  know  the 
difficulties  of  at  time!^  obtaining  food.  The  renders  of  Milton 
and  Ghoadle'e  graphic  story  or  our  account  of  Bob^vt 
Campbell's  adventures  on  the  Stikine,  know  tbe  hardships 
and  the  uear  approach  to  starvation  of  the^  travellers,  Dr, 
Cbeadle,  on  a  visit  to  Winnipeg  a  few  years  ago,  satd  to  the 
writer  that  on  hia  first  visit  the  greatest  difJiculty  his  party  bad 
was  to  secure  supplies.  There  are  ye^s  iu  which  game  and 
iish  are  so  scarce  tha[^  in  remote  northern  districts  death  id 
inevitEitble  ior  many.  The  conditions  make  it  impoasihla  for 
the  Company  to  save  th(»  lives  of  the  natives.  Belief  for  the 
diseased  and  aged  is  at  times  hard  to  obtain,     bmall-pox  and 
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ott«r  epjdemicB  bare  tha  mcffit  d^&dJy  effecti  □pon  tha   aemi- 
civili/ed  people  of  the  far-oB"  hunberfl'  territory. 

The  chanTge  mftds  up  to  1B4S  that  thd  Hudson's  Bay  Cam- 
paoy  ba.d  done  litUe  for  tbe  education  and  religioufi  traiuing 
oi  the  IcdianB  wan  probably  tree  enough.  Outside  of  Eed 
Biver  and  Bntieb  ColmubiB.  they  did  cot  Bu££cieDi]y  realiAQ 
their  refrpoDBibility  ae  a.  company,  bioce  that  time,  with  the 
approrai  and  co-opt^r&tion  in  muiy  ^B.ya  of  tbe  Company, 
the  vu^ona  miseionEiry  aociei-ieft  ha^e  grappled  with  tbe 
problem-  Tbe  Indians  about  Hudsou  hi,y.  on  Lake  WiODipeg, 
in  the  Mackenzie  River^  throughout  British  Columbia,  uid  on 
the  great  prairies  cf  Aseiniboia,  are  to-dEiy  largely  Cbrietianizod 
and  receiving  edaoaiion. 

The  Sttultejiux,  or  lodiwifi  who  formftily  lived  al  Sault  Ste, 
Mane,  but  wuidered  west  along  the  ^hore  of  Lake  Superior 
and  even  up  Co  Lake  Winnipeg,  are  a  branob  of  the  Algonquin 
Ojibeways-  Hardy  and  pereevering,  moat  conaervabiTe  itJ 
preserving  old  oustoins,  hard  to  influBTjee  by  religioufl  ideas, 
they  have  been  pensioQers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  but 
their  country  is  very  barren,  and  tbey  have  advanced  bat 
lit[le, 

Very  intftresting,  among  their  reletions  of  Algonquin  origin, 
are  the  Mu&kegons*  or  Swampy  Creee.  who  have  toQg  oooupied 
the  region  around  Hudson  Bay  and  have  citonded  inland  to 
Lake  Winnipeg,  Docile  and  peaceful,  they  have  been  largely 
influsneed  by  ChriaEJanity.  Under  uiieaionary  and  Company 
gaidanoe  they  have  gather&d  around  th«  posts,  and  find  a 
living  OD  tbe  game  of  the  country  and  in  trapping  the  wild 
animals. 

Related  lo  tbe  Muakegons  are  tbe  Wood  CrecfS.  who  live 
along  tbe  livers  and  on  tbe  beltg  of  wood  which  akirt  lake^ 
ftnd  hills.  They  oUng  to  the  birob-bark  wigwam,  use  the  baj  k 
canoe,  and  are  nomadic  in  babit.  They  may  be  called  the 
gipGies  of  tbe  West,  and  being  in  scaEitered  famiiiea  have  fc^en 
little  reached  by  better  influences. 

Another  branch  of  the  Algonquin  Bioek  ib  tbe  Plain  Oraea. 
These  Indians  are  a  moat  adventurous  and  energetic  people. 
Leaving  behind  ibelr  canoes  and  Buskie  dogs,  they  obtained 
borses  aod  cayases  and  hied  tbtm  over  tb«  prairies.    Birch- 
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hark  being  aQobta-inablti,  (Ley  cuada  tbeir  boats,  bettor  fitted 
for  proteotmg  bhom  from  tbc  soarahin^  winds  of  the  pmirie^ 
and  tbo  Qold  of  wmter,  from  tanned  skma  of  the  buffalo 
and  moci^e-dser.  For  Beren  hundred  miltiS  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Qaalciitiiliewan  they  estend  to  tha  foot  hilU  oE  tho- 
Rooky  Moviiititins.  Mooting  in  thoir  groat  oampa,  aoomingJy 
mtt&meB,blG  as  a  rnce  of  plain  hunters,  they  were,  up  to  the 
titre  of  the  Lniiiafflr  Co  CaiiEtda,  almost  unlouohod  by  niiasbnary 
influenco,  but  in  the  Ust  thirty  years  they  have  been  placed  on 
reservcB  by  the  Cu.aadi&n  Government  and  are  in  almost  all 
cases  yielding  to  Christianizing  ngenciea. 

North  of  the  oountry  of  the  Creea  live  tribes  with  very  wid& 
connootionfl.  Thcy  call  themselves  "  Tinnt  "  or  *' People." 
but  to  others  thoy  are  known  as  CbipewyanSi  or  Athabascans. 
They  seem  to  he  lesa  copper-coLoared  than  the  other  IndiiLUs, 
and  are  dooiie  in  disposicion.  Thia  nation  stretclies  from  Fort- 
Ghurobillt  on  Hadson  Buy.  along  the  English  Biver.  up  lo 
Lake  Athabaaci,  along  tbo  Poaco  Rivoi-  into  the  vary  heart  o£ 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  even  beyond  to  the  coast.  They 
have  proved  tet^liable  and  yield  to  ameliorating  InfiiieaDes. 

Probably  the  oldest  and  best  known  name  of  the  mterior  of 
Rupert'u  Land,  the  name  after  wbioh  Lord  Selkirk  called  hia 
Colony  o£  Asaiuiboia,  is  that  belongiag  to  the  Wild  Assiniboinea 
or  Stony  River  Sioux.  The  river  sit  the  mouth  of  which 
stands  the  city  of  Winnipeg  was  their  northern  Iwundary,  and 
tbay  extended  southwEu-d  toward  the  great  Indian  ooufederaoy  of 
the  SiouK  nativaa  or  Dakotas,  of  which  indeed  they  were  at  onfr, 
time  a  branch.  Tall,  handsome,  with  firmly  formed  faces,  agil& 
and  reveugeEul.  they  are  an  intelligent  and  capable  raoe^  Theao 
IndiacG,  known  famihatly  as  the  '*  Stonies,"  have  greatly 
diminished  in  numbers  sinoe  the  time  of  Alexander  Henry,  jun., 
who  describes  them  fully  In  later  years  they  have  been  cut 
dowQ  with  puioiOEiary  and  other  diseasea.  and  are  to-day  but 
tho  fragment  of  a  great  tribe-  They  have  lonp  been  friendly 
with  the  Plain  Cree^H  hut  are  not  vei-y  opea  to  Chriatiatuty, 
though  there  are  ona  or  two  Hinull  uomutuuitiea  whioh  ars 
exceptions  in  this  respent. 

'S<ity  little  under  Hudson's  Bay  Company  oontrol  were  the 
BlockEeet  nation,  aiont;the  fuoL  hiLU  of  the  .Rocky  Mottataiitfp 
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D«ar  the  national  boundary.  Ethnically  they  &m  related  to 
the  Cree^,  hut  they  have  ulwiiya  be«tj  diiTicult  to  approach. 
Living  in  Urge  CQmp&  dui-ing  Hudaon's  Bfty  Company  days, 
they  fipfint  a  wild,  happy,  comfortahLti  lifo  among  the  herda  of 
wandenog  buffalo  of  Iheir  district.  Since  the  beginning  of  the 
Canadian  regime  tliey  have  become  moi-e  susceptible  to  oivLUt- 
JDg  agenciea,  and  live  in  groat  reeervea  in  the  south-w©a&  of 
their  old  hunting  grounds. 

A  perfe<*t  chiioa  of  rac€9  meets  u3  among  the  Indiana  of 
British  Columbia  Jiud  ALiiska,  and  iheir  language  \a  polyglot. 
Seemingly  tile  result  o£  innumerable  immigrations  from 
Malayan  and  Mongolian  aootcea  in  Asia,  they  have  come 
at  dilTsrent  Tiimen.  On^  of  the  he^t  hno;vn  tribes  of  the  coast  is 
the  Haidas,  nuiutxintLg  noma  i^U  thousand  souls.  The  Nutka 
Indiana  occupy  Vancouver  Island,  and  have  many  tribal 
divisiona.  To  the  Selish  or  Flath^ads  belong  ^n^xi^  of  the 
tribes  of  the  Lower  Frasiev Hiver,  while  the  ShuBhwaps  hold  the 
country  on  the  Columbia  and  Okanagati  Bivers^  Mention  has 
been  made  ah'eatJy  of  the  small  but  influential  fin  bo  of  Chinooka. 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River. 

While  differing  in  many  waya  from  eaob  other,  the  Indians 
of  the  Pacific  Coaat  have  always  been  turbulent  and  excitable. 
From  first  to  last  more  murders  and  riota  have  taken  place 
among  them  than  throughout  all  the  vast  territoiy  held  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  easL  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  WliLle 
mlsaionarj  zeal  has  accomplished  much  among  the  Westem 
\\  Indians,  yoE  the  "bad  Indian"  clement  baa  been  a 
)gnized  and  appreciable  quantity  among  them  bo  far  as  the 
Company  is  concerned. 

Last  among  the  natives  who  have  been  under  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  infiaence  are  the  Eskimos  or  Itmuits  of  tbe  Far 
North,  They  are  found  on  the  Labrador  Coast,  on  Copper- 
mine  River,  on  tbe  shore  of  the  An:tic  Sea.  and  on  the  Alaskiin 
pemoaula.  Dreaaed  ixx  eeulakin  cloLhiug  and  dwcUing  in  huts 
of  snowr  hastening  from  place  to  plaao  in  their  slodgoa  drawn 
by  wolf-liko  dogs  called  "  Eakiaa  '"  or  "  Huskies,  "  these  pecple 
have  found  tbemeelves  oom[iaratively  indepeodeut  of  Hudson'a 
Bay  Cooipauy  asaiatiince.  Living  largely  on  the  products  of 
the   &£a,   they  huve  shown  great   ingeuuily  ia  tu^wufacCuring 
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ftrticlea  &nrl  implemoDtH  for  thetDBelves.     The  naunJ  experience 

of  iLe  Company  from  Ungavflj  throagh  lh«  UaofArUne  Biver 
posts,  and  tbe  Iriding  houses  in  Alaska  has  been  that  they  were 
fitorved  oat  and  Tvere  coopeUed  to  giv^  dp  their  tjading  houses 
among  them.  LiLtle  baa  been  done,  unless  to  tlie  Tdkon 
country,  to  evaageUie  the  BaklmoBH 

The  CQ&ryel  to  the  faJsloriivD,  as  he  surveys  the  two  ceutuHcs 
and  a  quarter  of  the  history  oJ  the  HudEon'a  Bay  Company,  is 
their  sueoeBsful  management  of  the  Indian  tribeB.  There  has 
oever  been  an  Indian  war  in  Bupert's  Land  or  the  In^iui 
territories — nothing  beyond  a  temporary  eVncwM  or  incidental 
outbreak.  Thousands  of  miles  From  the  nes.rest  British  garmon 
or  soldier,  trn.de  has  been  cFuried  on  in  scores  and  scores  of 
fort«  and  factories  with  perfeot  conBdence-  The  Indiaos  have 
alloys  re^pooted  the  "  Kinf^chautoh  man,"  He  was  to  tbem 
the  representative  of  superior  ability  and  financial  strength, 
but  more  tbhn  this,  he  was  the  embodicnent  of  oivilization  and 
of  fair  and  jusb  dealing.  High  prices  may  have  beem  imposed, 
oo  the  Indians,  but  the  Company's  expenses  were  onormous- 
There  bj^  points  among  the  most  remote  trading  posts  from 
which  the  returns  In  money  were  not  possible  in  less  than 
nine  years  torn  the  time  the  goods  left  the  Fenchurch  Street 
or  Lime  Street  warehouses^  With  all  liis  keen  bargaining  and 
hla  so-called  e^cacting  motto,  "  Pro  pelle  cutem,"  the  trader 
was  looked  upon  by  the  Indiana  as  a  benefactor,  bringing  into 
his  barren,  remote,  inhospitable  homo  the  commoditiee  to 
supply  his  wants  and  make  his  hfe  happier^  While  the  Indmus 
came  to  recognize  this  in  tSieir  docile  and  pliable  aoceptanod 
of  the  tredet's  decisions,  the  trader  also  became  fond  of  the 
Red  mann  and  many  an  old  fur  trader  freely  deelorea  bis 
affection  for  his  Indian  ward,  80  faithful  to  his  promise,  un* 
swerving  in  his  attachment,  and  celebrated  for  never  forgetting 
a  kindness  shown  him. 

The  Buccesfl  of  the  Company  was  largely  due  to  Lonourablo, 
capable,  and  patient  officers,  clerks*  and  employes,  who  with 
tact  and  justice  managed  their  IrtRan  ilependents,  many  of 
whom  rejoiced  in  the  title  of  ''A  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
Indian." 


CHAPTER    XLHT, 

rrfRESV    IN    BUPEKT'fi    LAND    (1844 — 69]* 

DiscoDtent  on  Rad  River'— Quene«  to  tbo  Governor— A  cou»geoiu 
Reeordcr — Free  trute  in  fiira  bald  iJfcgnl — Impri*cnimeQt— New 
land  deed — Enormoiia  freiffhtH — Petty  ropflnge — TurbTdent  pan- 
flion«ra — Haart  humiiigs — Heroic  Ifthiflter~Half-bT&ed  mamorial 
^Mr.  BaftvuF^  lettar — Hmlaon's  Bay  Company  ncitifi^l — T.nrd 
Klgin'fl  reply -—Voh  I  mini  jUfl  oorreBpuntlenca  —  f'onipany'fl  full 
flnaww^-Colonel  CrolMn's  sMt^'m^nt — MaJT  Cfllfiw«II,a  partisaD 
^French  petitii^n — Nearly  a  tliniinnnfl  signat'irfls — ljOV©,afftor 
— Thu  dldflr  Riel— 'A  court  Bcenu — Viul&in-e — "'  Vivii  la  lihort^  "-^ 
The  Recorder  checked— A  new  jiidga — Onnily  Corbett— The 
nrifloii  broken — Another  rescue— A  valiant  doctor — A  Red  River 
Nestor, 


Thb  fuller  organization  of  ABslniboia,  after  ita  purchase  by  tbe 
Hudeon's  Bay  Comp&ay  from  the  h&ira  of  the  E&rl  of  Golidrk, 
ecoourftged  tbe  authoriuea  at  Red  River  to  aasei-c  the  i-ighta 
which  tbe  Company  had  alwftya  olatmei — Tiz-  the  mc>riopo]j^ 
ol  the  fur  tr&de  in  Ruperl*d  L&ud  and  the  impoBitlon  of  heavy 
frtighls  OQ  imports  and  exports  by  way  of  Hudeon  Bay^  The 
prirUe^  of  exporting  talJow^  the  product  of  the  bufihlo,  hod 
been  accorded  01^  reasonahle  terms  to  a.  prominent  resident  of 
the  Red  River,  named  Jamea  Sinclair.  The  first  venture,  a 
smbll  one*  snoceeded ;  but  a  aeootid  larger  cousignnieat  wai 
refnaed  by  tbe  Company,  and,  alter  lying  nearly  two  yeare  Jit 
York  Pftctory,  the  cargo  was  sold  to  the  Company. 

Twenty  leading  half-breeds  then  petitioncsd  the  Company  to 
be  allowed  to  export  their  tallow  and  to  be  given  a  reasonable 
freight  ehajrge.  No  anewer  waa  returned  to  tbie  letter.  The 
half-breedi  were  thus  rismg  in  intelligence  and  means ;  l^eing 
Frequently  employed  as  middleiuen  in  trafficking  in  furs,  thtj 
learned  aomelbin^  of  tbe  trade  and  traffic.  Xbe  half-breed 
eetllere  of  th&  Bed  Biver  eetiiecueni  ba^e  alwaya  claimed  spedol 


difi 


43S 


THE  HUDSON'S  BA  V  COMPAKY 


pnvileges   in   Bnpert  s   LaaJ   as   being    deAoeoded   Eioca   Ibe 

aborigiuft]  owners-  It;  was  under  auch  circumstances  that 
Governor  Christie,  loUowing,  it  \b,  eupposed,  legal  direction, 
in  1S44  ieaned  two  proclajQation^^  th«  firet,  requiring  that  eacb 
Kttler.  before  the  Company  would  carry  any  goods  for  hima 
should  be  required  to  declare  that  he  bad  not  been  engaged  ia 
the  for  trade  ;  the  Hacond,  that  the  writer  of  every  letter  write 
bis  name  on  the  out^de  of  it,  in  order  that,  should  be  he  sua-* 
pected  of  dealing  in  furs,  it  might  be  opened  and  extuninod. 

This  was  a  direct  issue,  and  they  determined  to  bring  the 
matter  to  a  erieia,  Twent}'  leadbg  nativea  (hatl-breeds  of  Red 
River  settlement),  among  tbein  a  number  well  known,  such 
as  James  Sinclair,  John  Dease.  John  Vincent.  William  Bird, 
and  Peter  Garrioobi  ia  1815  approached  Alexander  Christie, 
Governor  of  the  settlement,  requesting  answers  to  fourteen 
queiiea.  Theae  questions  required  salis[action  as  to  wbelher 
half'breeda  could  hunt,  buy,  sell,  or  traffic  in  fora.  aud  also 
what  were  the  restrictions  in  this  matter  upon  Europeans,  &a< 
A  pacific  and  soothing  reply  wag  made  by  Governor  Chnatie, 
but  the  Company  soon  began  to  take  steps  to  repreaa  the  free 
trade  in  frirs,  and  the  Council  of  Kupert's  Land  passed  certain 
regulations,  among  others  one  placing  a  duty  of  twenty  pt^r 
cent,  upon  imports,  hut  eitempting  fi'oni  tbeir  tax  settlers  who 
were  free  of  the  charge  oE  trading  in  furs.  This  was  a  vexatious 
regulation  and  roused  great  opposition. 

All  thdse  devices  had  d.  legal  smack  about  them,  and  were  no 
doubt  the  suggestions  of  Judge  Tbom.  the  Recorder  of  Bed 
Biver,  a  remarkable  man.  who,  six  years  before  tliis  time,  had 
Dome  from  Montreal  to  put  legal  matters  in  order  in  the  Bed 
Kiver  settlement.  The  Recorder  entered  con  a"K>re  into 
the  matter  and  addsed  the  assertion  of  claims  that  h&d  fallen 
into  di&use  for  ujaoy  years  among  the  different  classes  of  lesi^ 
dents  in  the  ecttlcmcntH  The  redoubtable  judge,  who,  it  will  be 
remcDobored,  was  oaid  to  Lave  boon  at  the  elbow  of  Sir  George 
Simpson  in  writing  his  "Journey  round  the  World/*  now 
evolved  another  tyTannical  expedient. 

A  new  land  deed  was  devisod,  and  whosoover  wished  to  hold 
land  m  the  aettlemetit  was  compelled  to  sign  it.  This  inden- 
ture  provided  that  if    the    land-bolder    should    invade    any 
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privileges  of  the  Compao;  &nd  fail  to  contribute  to  tho  m&itB- 
teQEkDce  of  clergy  and  cohools,  Of  omit  to  do  his  work  upon  tlie 
[luhlio  rotids*  or  cHrry  on  trtulQ  in  skiiib.  furs,  pultry,  or  dresaed 
le&ditir.  such  offender  sbouJd  forfeit  Ills  land«. 

This  was  ocrtainly  un-Britiah  and  Eevere,  juid  we  may  look 
upon  ii  aa  the  plan  of  the  juti^e,  who  failed  lo  understand 
the  spirit  of  his  s,ge,  and  would  h&ve  rtULdily  fallen  in  with  & 
aystem  of  feudal  beaure.  Tbe  writer  in  ttftdr  yefiire  met  this 
jud^e,  then  very  old,  in  London,  and  found  him  ft  kindly  miuii 
thouf^h  with  Scottish  determioatioo,  willing  to  follow  out  hla 
opinions  logically,  however  raah  or  out  of  place  enah  a  couree 
might  bo-  If  the  Hudsou'a  Bay  Compi^ny  found  itself  In  sk  aea 
of  trouble,  and  hostile  to  public  ecntiment  in  Iho  settlement,  it 
had  to  hlatne  its  own  ci-eatiot],  the  valorous  Becorder  of  Bed 
River. 

Tha  impofiitioQ  of  enormous  freighta,  adopted  at  this  time  for 
carrying  goods  by  way  of  York  Factory  to  England,  in  order  to 
check  trade,  waa  a  part  of  the  eame  policy  of  ''Thorough" 
recommended  by  Ojii^  legal  adviser.  Sinclair,  already  tnen- 
tionedr  became  the  "  Village  Hampden  "  in  this  criaifl-  Taking 
an  active  part  in  his  oppoaitton  to  tJ^s  policy  of  rcGtriction.  he 
found  that  he  was  to  be  punished,  by  the  "  Company's  ship" 
from  England  to  York  Factory  refuauig  to  carry  for  him  aoy 
frci^ht^  It  was  partly  the  Oregon  qua&tion  and  partly  the  UU' 
GCltled  state  of  public  opinion  in  Rod  fiivor  that  lod  t-o  a  British 
regiment  being  for  a  time  stationed  at  the  Bed  Biver  settlement. 
On  the  removal  of  these  troops  the  pensioners,  a  turbulent 
band  of  old  discharged  soMiers,  came  from  Britain  and  were 
settled  upon  the  Assiniboinc,  above  Fort  Garry.  A  writer  who 
knew  them  well  ventures  to  suggest  thEit  they  were  of  the  same 
troubte»ome  disposition  as  the  former  De  Meurona  of  Lord 
Selkirk.  Coming  OBteneibly  to  introduce  peace^  they  brought  a 
sword-  Sooner  or  later  tbe  discontent  and  irritation  produced 
by  Judge  Thorn's  inspiration  was  butb  to  reach  its  cuhnination, 
and  this  it  did  in  tha  Sayei  aiT&ir  aftenvarde  described. 

The  cause  of  the  complaints  from  the  Bed  Biver  eotblement 
found  a  willing  and  powerful  advocate  in  Mr,  Alosander  K> 
Tsbisiei',  a  young  London  barrister,  and  afterwards  a  promijieDl 
educatiooftUst.    He  was  a  native  of  Bupert*s  Laud,  ^tA  ^i^^  ^ 
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dash  of  Indian  bleed  in  bia  Teine,  and  60  took  up  the  brief  for 
his  oampatnots  in  a  formidable  fieriea  ol  documents^  Ur. 
labister's  advocacy  gave  utaudicig  and  weight  to  the  conlentioo 
of  the  Red  River  hulf-brijed&,  and  a  brave  and  heroic  fight  was 
miuie,  oven  though  the  point  of  view  was  at  timea  quite  unjust 
to  Ihe  Company, 

In  1647  Isbiater,  witli  Sve  other  half-breeds  oF  Bed  Biver, 
forwarded,  bo  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Ooloniea,  a  long  and 
able  meniorial  sotting  forth  tho  grievanoos  of  the  potitionor^^ 
The  document  sets  forth  In  abort  that  the  Company  had 
'^  amaased  a  princely  revenue  "  at  the  expeDGe  of  the  nativea, 
allowed  their  warda  to  pass  tbeir  hvoB  in  the  darkest  heatbeuiem, 
broke  their  pledgee  lo  eiolude  strong  drink  from  the  Indian 
trade,  were  oareless  of  the  growing  evil  of  want  and  auffering 
in  the  territory,  paid  littla  for  the  \\\i'%.  and  peraeeuted  Iha 
natives  by  checking  them  in  their  barter  of  fura,  and  followed  d. 
ehort-fiighted  and  pernicious  policy. 

This  waa  nasuiedlj  a  aerions  list  of  obargea,  EeltI  Grey  in 
due  time  oaJled  on  labiBter  and  bis  friends  for  a  more  specifio 
atitemenb  of  the  grievancea,  and  wrote  to  the  Governor  of 
Aaainiboia*  to  tho  London  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Compuny,  and  to  the  Governor- General  of  Canada,  Lord 
Elgin*  asking  their  ^.tbention  Co  the  allegations  of  the 
petition - 

Some  two  months  afCcr  Lord  Grey'a  letlai'  was  receivedj  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  Governor,  Sir  J,  H.  Peliy,  submitted 
a  long  and  minute  answer  to  the  various  charges  of  the 
petitioners,  Aa  ia  usually  tho  oaae,  both  parties  bad  aomo 
advantages,  Afl  to  the  onormous  profit3f  the  Company  was 
able  to  fthow  that  they  had  unfortunately  not  been  able  to  make 
"more  than  the  ordinary  rate  of  mercantile  profit."  They 
replied  as  to  the  religious  intereabB  of  the  natives,  that  their 
Gole  objects,  as  stated  in  tho  Charter,  were  trade  and  tho 
disoovery  of  a  North<West  Pasaago,  but  that  they  had  helped 
at  a  considerable  annual  eipeDaa  Uie  f^iuruh  MiaJtionary 
Society,  Wesleyan  Missionary  lie 

MisBionary  Sooioty.    Tbe  Coi.  m 

denial  to  tho  fliB|^^M4  '  la 

sphituoua  h'quo^^^^^H^k  Uo 
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nelgbbourhood   of  Ited   Biver  tbd   use  of   Bmall  quantities  of 
strtMJg  drink  in  meeting  tbo  American  tradei-a. 

This  answer  did  Dot,  bov^'ever,  qui«t  the  storm,  Isbister 
returned  bo  lltt^  attiiok,  giving  the  Qvidi>noe  of  Mr^  Aleinndar 
Simpson,  a  trader  on  the  FEtciBo  Coast,  ftud  the  extensive  Aud 
strong  letter  of  tho  Hev.  Herbert  Beaver,  the  former  ohapltun 
of  the  Hudaoa'a  Bay  Company  at  Foit  Vanoouver.  Ishiater 
also  msed  the  quuation  of  (ho  validity  of  the  Compu.ny'a 
Charter,  The  Company  again  replied*  ttikd  bo  the  battU  raged, 
reply  and  tojoindor,  quotations  and  evidence  aA  lihiium, 
Isbiater  may  not  have  proved  his  oase,  but  hie  championship 
won  the  approbation  cf  nintiy  iniJependent  obsari'era. 

Lord  Elgin,  the  efficient  and  popular  Go  vendor- General  ot 
Canada,  gave  auoh  reply  qq  he  waa  able.  He  states  that  the 
distance  of  Red  Elver  waa  so  great  and  the  intperaonrw  bo  little^ 
that  taking  into  accouDt  the  peouUar  juxisdiobion  of  the  Com- 
pany, be  found  it  difficult  to  obtain  the  infonnadou  sought. 
Aa  to  the  complamtB  about  the  religious  neglect  of  the  Indiane. 
Lord  Elgin  states  tbat  disappointments  in  t^hJs  matter  occur  in 
other  quarters  as  uell  aa  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Oomps.ny  terri- 
toricBi  bnC  declares  tbat  the  result  ot  hU  inquiries  in  tbe  matter 
"  IB  highly  favourablo  to  the  Company,  and  that  it  has  left  in 
ht3  mind  the  impression  that  the  aunhonty  which  they  exercLae 
over  the  vast  and  inhospitable  region  Hubjecli  to  their  jurisdic- 
tion is  on  tlio  whole  very  advantagco^ia  to  the  Indians.  ' 

Lord  EIgm  states  that  ho  la  much  miobbed  for  his  informa- 
tion to  Colonel  Crofton,  the  commander  of  tbe  6tb  Boyal 
Itegiment,  which  ^ve  have  seen  was  alationdd  for  a  time 
at  Bed  Itivor,  Colonel  Crofton  afbervtarda  gave  to  tbe 
Colonia]  Secretary  what  one  wonld  say  was  rather  an  un- 
judicial reply.  He  said.  '*  I  unhesitatingly  asaert  that  the 
government  of  Lbs  Hudson's  Bay  Company  h  mild  and  pro- 
tective, and  admirably  adapted,  in  my  opinion,  for  the  state 
of  society  existing  in  Eupert'a  Land,  where  Indians,  halt- 
breeds,  or  Europeans  are  happily  govemed,  and  live  protected 
by  laws  which  I  tnow  were  mercifully  and  impartially 
admiiUAtered  by  Ur.  Thorn,  tbe  Bec^rdeii  and  by  tbe  magia- 
tr&tea  of  the  land."  In  regard  to  this  opinion,  while  no  doubt 
an  boneat  ezpr«ation  of  liews,  it  is  plain  tbat  Colonel  Crofton 
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did  not  underBt&nd  the  ftspinbtion  for  ^elf-gOFenunent  whit^h 
prevails  m  We&tero  commaoitieB.  The  reply  of  the  Governor 
of  Asfliniboia,  Major  Caldwell,  wo^  likc^mse  favouiable  to  the 
Company.  Alecand^r  Boa^,  in  hia  "Red  Kiver  SeUlemeTit/' 
cnticijws  the  method  taken  by  Major  Caldvrell  to  obbua 
ioformalion.  According  to  Rose,  the  Governor  aent  around 
queries  to  &  few  select  iodividi^alft,  accepting  no  one  "  below 
wb&t  the  Major  consider^  a  gentleman,"  This,  the  critic 
says,  waa  the  action  of  a  man  ''who  hod  never  stiidi&d  the 
art  of  governing  a  people."  Boss,  who  did  not  admire  the 
Company  greatly,  hoivever,  sums  up  the  whole  xnfitter  by 
saying,  "The  fillegations  of  harsh  conduct  or  maladnuoia- 
trabion  preferred  tigainat  tfatj  Hudson'fi  Bay  Company  by 
Mr.  labister  and  his  party  were  in  ^crieral  totally  unfounded 
and  disproved/"  and  therefore  neither  Major  Caldwell's  in- 
quiri^H  nor  the  inapiration  of  liia  genius  were  required- 

NotvnthGtanding  Major  Caldwell's  optimisLn  and  Lord 
Elgin's  favourable  reply,  there  was  reaUy  a  aerioue  condition 
of  affairs  in  Red  River  pettleroent.  Along  w!th  the  petition 
of  Isbister  and  his  five  English  half-breed  compatriotSj  there 
waa  ona  far  more  formidable  from  the  French  hjilf- breeds,  who 
to  the  number  of  nine  hundred  and  aeventy-soven  aubaaribod 
tbetr  namea.  Presented  to  H^t  Majesty  the  Queen,  In  most 
excellent  terms*  in  the  French  language,  their  peti^on  sought* 
decrying  the  monopoly  as  severe  ; — 

1>  That  as  good  subjects  they  might  be  governed  by  the 
prindplefl  of  the  British  constitution ; 

2,  That  as  Britiah  subjects  Ihey  denjanded  their  light  to 
enjoy  the  liberty  of  commerce  \ 

S'  They  requested  the  sale  of  lands  to  strangers,  and  that  a 
portion  of  the  proceeds  should  be  applied  to  improve  the 
means  of  tran  sport - 

French  and  Eogliah  half-breeds  were  now  umted  in  a 
common  purpose.  A  atrango  story  is  related  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  English -speaking  half-breeds  came  to  Ihrow  in  their 
lot  with  their  Pi-ench  fellow-countrymen.  A  Company  cifGcer 
had  left  hia  twci  daugljLert*  at  For* 
of  them  was  the  object  of  the  aJ*fl 
breed,   and   at  the  same   tin 
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young  ladj  ia  aaJd  to  bive  preferred  ihe  Metis,  but  the  atera 
parent  favoured  tba  Highlauiler,  Tbe  8cotchinait,  fortlBed  by 
the  fotber'a  approvaJ,  proceeded  to  upbraij  the  Metie  for  his 
temerity  in  aspiring  to  Ibc  hand  of  one  so  high  in  sooioty  as 
the  ittdy.  Aa  love  ruined  Troy,  bo  it  ia  aaid  thiB  affair  joined 
Freach  acd  English  balf-breeda  in  a  unioQ  io  dbfe&t  tbe 
Company, 

Tto  aj^tatiOQ  went  on,  as  lahieter  and  bis  friends  oorre- 
sponded  with  the  people  of  Red  River  and  succeeded  ao  well 
in  gaining  the  eur  of  the  Bnlii^b  Government.  Among  the 
French  people  one  of  tbe  fiercest  and  moat  noiay  leaders  was 
Louis  Kiel,  the  revolutionary  "miller  of  the  Seine.  "  This  man, 
the  father  of  ibe  rebel  chief  of  later  years,  was  a  French  balf- 
breed.  A  tribune  of  tlie  people,  he  had  a  atrou}^  ascendency 
over  the  ignorant  half-breeds-     He  waa  ready  for  auy  emorii^ency* 

It  is  often  the  caae  that  aome  trifling  inoident  serves  to 
bring  on  a  serious  crisis  in  affairs^  A  FrGUch  settler^  named 
Guillaume  Bayer,  balf-breed  son  of  an  old  bourgeois  in  the 
North'Woet  Oompaoy,  hftd  bought  a  quantity  of  goods,  intend- 
ing to  go  on  a  trading  expedition  to  Lako  Manitoba.  The 
Company  proceeded  to  ftrreat  him.  and,  after  a  stiff  rGRiatance, 
he  wae  overcome  by  force  and  impriBoced  a1  Port  Garry- 

As  tbe  day  of  trial  drew  near  the  excitemcitt  grew  intense. 
GoTsrnor  Caldwell  w^as  a  well-known  martinet ;  tbe  Recorder 
^aa  regarded  aa  the  originator  of  the  pobcy  of  restriction.  He 
was,  moreover,  believed  to  be  a  Francopbobe,  having  written 
a  famoaa  aeries  of  newspaper  communicationa  in  Montreal, 
known  as  the  "  Antigallic  Letters."  Tbe  d^y  of  trial  bad  been 
filed  for  Aacenaion  Day,  May  ITtb,  and  this  waa  taken  aa  % 
religiouH  af&ont  by  the  French.  Tbe  Court  wag  to  meet  m  tbe 
morning. 

On  the  day  of  the  trial,  hundreds  of  French  Metis,  armsd, 
came  from  all  tbe  setllementa  to  Bt.  Boniface  Church*  and, 
Jesving  their  guns  at  tbe  church  door,  entered  for  aerrioe.  At 
tbe  close  they  gathered  together,  and  were  addreased  in  a  fiery 
oration  by  Kiel.  A  Pronch  Canadian  admirer,  writing  of  the 
matter,  says,  "  Louis  Riel  obtained  a  veritable  triumph  on  that 
f>ccaaion,  and  long  and  loud  the  borrafaa  were  repeated  by  tbe 
echoes  of  th«  Red  River/' 
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Croesidf^  by  way  oE  Point  Dooglaa,  the  Metis  Guiroimd^  the 
unguarded  Court  House  at  Fort  Garry-  The  governor,  judge, 
uid  TDagi^tra.te  arrived,  &nd  took  their  seals  at  eleven  o'clock. 
A  onrioas  scene  now  ensued :  the  raagiBtrates  protoBtod 
against  the  violence ;  HioL  in  loud  toues  declared  that  lb63r 
would  give  the  tribunal  one  hour,  and  that  If  justice  vers  not 
done  tbetUf  they  would  do  it  tihemselvesH  An  albcrcation  then 
took  plaice  bet'ween  Judge  Thom  and  Biel,  and  with  his  Loud 
declaration,   "  Et   je  ddelare  qua  do   oe  moment  3ayer  est 

libre "  drowned  by  the  ahouts  of  the  Metis,  the  trial  was 

over-  Bayer  euid  lus  fellow 'prisoners  betook  themBolvea  to 
freedom,  whiio  tbe  departing  Metis  cried  out^  "  Le  commeroe 
eflt  Libre  T  la  commerce  est  tibre!  Yiye  la  Uberte!*'  Tbia 
crisis  w^s  a  aeriona  one.  Juctge  Thom,  so  instructed  by 
Governor  Simpson,  cevei  acted  a-s  Eocorder  again^  The  five 
yeara"  struggle  was  over. 

The  movement  for  hbei'ty  conbinudd  to  Btimulate  the  people^ 
Five  years  afterw».rd  the  plan  of  tha  n^tators  was  to  obtain 
th&  interventioti  of  Canada.  Accordingly  a  petitiou,  signed  by 
Roderick  Kennedy  and  hvo  hundred  and  aevcaty-four  othcra, 
was  present^  to  the  Legislative  Aeaembly  of  Canads..  The 
grievanoBS  of  the  people  of  Red  River  were  tecitetl.  It  was 
stated  tbat  applic^ibion  had  been  made  to  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment vrithout  reeult,  and  this  through  "the  clijcancry  of  the 
Ck)Dipauy  and  its  false  representations."  In  1857  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Tritde  petitioned  Vfm  Canadiao  Asaembly  to  open  fche 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  territories  to  trade,  Bestlesanoss  and 
onoertainty  largely  prevailed  in  Kcd  River,  though  there  were 
many  of  the  colonists  who  paid  little  aliemion  to  what  they 
considered  the  infatuated  conduct  of  the  agitators. 

No  truer  test  of  the  success  of  govemmcnb  can  be  fouod 
thai)  the  respect  and  obedience  shown  by  the  people  for  the 
law^  Red  River  settlement,  judged  by  this  standard,  hod  ft 
woFul  record  at  this  time.  After  the  unfortunate  Sayer  afi^dr. 
Becorder  Thom  was  superseded,  and  for  a  time  (1855  to  16&6] 
Judge  Johnson,  oE  Montreal,  o&md  to  'Soti  Garry  to  i^diniaielor 
justice  and  to  act  aa  Governor. 

Judge   Black,   a   capable   trader  who  faod  Tt^ 
training,   was  appointod   to   the  o£&ob 
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found  a  case  that  triad  his  judioial  ability  and  flkiU.  A  clergy- 
m&Ei  n^med  Corbett^  who  had  been  bitterly  hoetile  to  tbe 
Gompaay,  testified  to  oertain  OKlreoie  aUteoieats  agaiDet  the 
Company  in  the  great  invBabigAtioQ  of  11^57*  H(^  tbea  rotamed 
to  his  paHsh  ol  Headingly  in  tbe  flettlement.  A  criminal 
charge  was  brought  xgEiiaab  him,  for  wbiah  he  wH,a  found  guilty 
in  the  courts  u.d<1  senteuced  to  six  montJia'  imprisonmeat.  Tbe 
opponents  of  the  Company  seemingly,  without  ground,  but  none 
the  Leaa  ^ercely,  declared  that  tba  iiial  was  u.  paraacution  by 
tha  Coaipa,ny  and  that  Gorhett  waa  ionocent  Strong  in  tbifi 
belief,  the  mob  surrounded  the  priaoo  at  Fort  Garry,  overawed 
the  old  Fronoh  julor,  attd,  reaouitig  Corbett,  took  bim  home  to 
hifl  pariah. 

Among  thoHe  who  bad  been  prominent  in  tha  resoue  was 
James  Stewart,  long  afterward  %  druggiat  and  meteu>rological 
obaerver  in  Winnipeg,  Stewnrt  and  aome  of  blB  companions 
were  arreated  for  jall-breaking  and  cast  into  prison.  Some 
forty  or  fifty  friends  of  Stewart  threal«ned  violence  should  he  bo 
kept  a  prisoner.  The  governor,  biahop.  and  three  magistrates 
met  to  overawe  tbe  ittsurgetits.  but  the  determined  rescuers  tore 
up  the  pickdt9  enclosing  the  prison  yard,  broke  open  tbe  jai(, 
and  made  the  prisoner  a  free  man. 

Suob  insubordination  and  tumult  marked  the  dealice  of  tbe 
Company's  power  as  a  governing  body.  This  lawlessoeaa  was 
no  doubt  BtimuUted  by  the  eatabUshment  of  a  newapaper  in 
1869 — r/i*  Nor'-Wtaier — which  from  tbe  Qrst  waa  hostile  to 
tbe  Company^  The  ayalem  of  goTcrnment  by  tbe  Council  of 
Assiniboia  had  always  been  a  vulnerable  point  in  tbe  manage- 
ment by  the  Company,  and  the  newspaper  conatantly  fanned 
the  aptrit  of  discontent.  In  the  year  1368,  when  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  regime  was  approaching  its  end,  another  violent 
and  diBturbing  affair  took  plaoo.  This  was  the  anest  of  Dr, 
Sobn]tz,  a  Canadian  leader  of  great  bodily  strength  and 
determi nation >  who  bad  thruwn  in  bia  lot  with  the  Red  River 
people^  As  a  result  of  a  business  dispute.  Scbult^  was 
proceeded  against  in  tha  Couj-t,  and  an  order  issued  for  seizure 
of  bis  goods.  On  his  reaiating  tbe  sheriff  in  tbe  execution  of 
bis  duty,  be  w^aa,  after  a  severe  abmgglei  overpowered,  taken 
captive,  and  confined  in  Fort  Garry  jai]. 
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On  the  following  day  the  wife  oC  Dr^  Bchultz  and  some 
g£ieeii    men    forcibly   entered    the    prifion,    overpowered    the 

guards,  Bud,  breaking  open  hia  cell,  rescued  the  redaubUhle 
doctor,  ELargrfliVO  Baya,  "This  done,  the  party  adjoui'ned 
Along  with  him  to  his  houee,  where  report  eaya,  '  They  made 
&  night  of  it.'  " 

Thene  events  reprefiented  the  decadence  of  the  Company's 
rnle  :  they  indicated  the  riae  of  new  forces  that  were  to  compel 
tL  change  ;  and  however  harmfLiJ  to  thoae  immediately  icvolved, 
they  declared  unmistakably  thafi  the  o]d  order  chongeth, 
giving  place  to  new. 

Typical  of  hia  timcs^  there  eat  through  the  court  scenea  of 
thc&e  troubtoas  daya  tho  old  "  elerk  of  court  and  oounoil/' 
William  Robert  Smith-  With  long  gray  beard  be  held  hla 
postn  and  was  tbe  guaius  of  the  place.  He  was  the  Nestor 
of  Red  Biver.  A  Bluccoat  boy  from  London,  ho  bad  come 
froio  school  far  back  io  1813,  to  enter  on  the  fur  trade  in 
Rnpert's  Land.  At  Oxford  house,  Ite  &  la  Crosae,  Little 
Slave  Lake^  and  Norway  House^  he  served  eleveE  faithful 
yoELTQ  as  a  clerk,  when  he  retired  and  became  a  eettler  of 
Red  River,  He  was  the  first  to  flettle  near  Lower  Fort  Garry, 
and  named  the  spot  "Little  Britain,*'  from  one  of  his  old 
London  looalitiea.  Farming,  teaching,  catechizing  for  the 
church,  acting  precentor,  a  local  en  cyclopaedia  ^  and  oolleotor 
of  Cuatoma.hc  passed  bis  versatile  life,  till,  the  year  before  the 
Sajer  ^meutc,  be  became  Clerk  of  Court,  which  place,  with 
slight  iutemiption,  he  held  for  twenty  years.  How  remarkable 
to  think  of  the  man  of  oil  work^  the  Company's  factotum, 
reaching  in  his  esperience  from  the  beginning  to  well-nigh 
the  ending  of  the  Selkirk  settlement  !  One  who  knew  him 
aays,  "  From  his  long  residence  in  the  settlement  he  haa  seen 
govemore,  judges,  bishopa,  and  clergymen,  not  to  mention 
auoh  birds  of  passage  aa  the  Company's  local  officers,  who 
come  and  go,  himself  remaining  to  record  Ibeir  doings  to 
their  succeaaora/' 


CHAPTER  XLIV- 

CANADA   OOrCTB    THE    HCDSON's   OAT    TEBBtTOltV, 

Betieiral  of  lioerkM— LaUiuohore't  l«ttor— Oiuindn  olaiaia  to  PaoiGc 
Ocami— Gommiafiiaaoi'  Cbief-Jiistici?  Drapnr — Ru&ta  on  Quebec 
Act^  1774 — Qiiebdo  fj^^trlnpn  Imimti  lerrituriefl— Company  \oet» 
VoECouver  IdUnd— Cauchon'fl  memofundum — Committee  of 
1857— Ci^mjHUif  aiL  triul— A  brtliiaut  oomnulteu— Four  huodred 
folios  of  ov^^l«neo— To  trunjifor  Red  Rivur  and  Saskattbtiran — 
Death  of  Sir  George — Governor  DbJIab— A  cimniug  BobeinB — - 
Secret  negodatKiriH — TIin  Wfttkin  Componj  floated  -Anary 
wintercfH — Dallas'B  toolhiitg  oiroular— The  old  orrtur  filiU  — 
Erznatinger'A  lt«tteM — UuDougali'a  resoIatioiLB—  CArtier  And 
McEkiugall  ofi  deJogutOff — Ci>ii3ptiry  Kcc&ptB  the  terma^ 

As  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  followed  the  history  of  ibe 
HudaoD^s  Bay  Ci>topary,  while  the  possession  of  Rupert's  Land 
w&fl  flocDxed  by  chairbori  tbo  tonitory  outside  Rupert's  L&ud 
TOOB  eecured  to  tho  Compjiny  by  liceo&e-  This  IJccnaB  ended 
every  twenty-cme  years.  The  Ucetise  in  force  lit  the  time  of  tha 
troubles,  which  ha^vo  heea  deKiibed,  w&s  to  teraiiuate  in  1359. 
Aooordingly,  three  or  four  yewa  before  this  date,  as  their 
Athabasca,  Now  Caledonia,  and  British  Columbia  posfieBeions 
had  become  of  great  vskiue  to  tb^m.  the  Company  with  due  fore- 
sight approached  the  Biitiflh  Governmeat  with  a  request  for 
the  renewal  of  their  totture.  Men  of  und^iratiLDdirig  on  both 
ftides  of  the  Atlantic  saw  the  posaible  danger  of  a  refusal  to  their 
request,  on  account  of  the  popular  ferment  which  ha^d  taken 
plaice  both  Ld  Bed  Biver  and  Britlah  Columbia.  Others  tbougbt 
the  time  bad  ooma  for  ending  the  power  of  the  Comp&ay. 

Sir  Heury  Labouohere,  Seoretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
entered  into  oorraspondenoa  with  Sir  Edmund  Headn  Gcv^rnor- 
Geueral  of  Caoada*  on  the  subject.  Anxious  about  the  stAbe 
of  tiUD^  in  every  part  of  the  Empire  as  Che  Colonial  O^oq 
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always  is,  tbe  tnrbitlerice  and  dc6&Dc«  of  law  in  Bed  Hiver 
settlomBnt  called  for  specia.!  a.tt&iitioii,  Accordiag]y  Ibe 
Governor. General  wae  intormed  th&i  it  was  the  Intention  of 
the  Home  Government  to  have,  not  oitly  the  question  of  the 
licecBe di3cus9od,  but  ftJoothe  '^general  position  and proapocts " 
of  the  Company  considerecl,  by  &  Committee  of  the  House  of 
ComraoTis.  The  Canadinn  Government  was  therefore  cordially 
invited  to  have  ita  views,  aa  well  as  those  of  the  O&nadian 
commnnity,  represented  bciore  the  Committee. 

This  invlution  was  the  thing  for  which  Canada  b&d  been 
waiting-  A  dispatch  was  seLt  by  tba  Canadian  Government, 
in  less  than  seven  weeks  from  the  time  when  the  invitation  left 
Downing  Street^  accepting  the  proposal  of  tho  Mother  Country. 
The  Canadian  Ministry  wa«  pleased  that  British- American 
affairs  were  receiving  such  promin&nb  nolice  in  BngUnd,  Tt 
suggested  the  importance  of  determining  the  limits  of  Canada 
on  the  side  towards  Rupert's  I^and,  and  went  on  to  state  that 
the  general  opinion  strongly  held  in  the  New  World  was  "  Ihat 
the  weatem  boundary  of  Canada  extiendsto  the  Pacific  Ocean/* 
Beference  is  mode  to  the  danger  of  complications  arising  vrlth 
the  United  States,  and  the  statement  advanced  that  the 
"  qneation  of  the  jnrisdiction  and  title  claimed  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  is  to  Canada  of  paramount  importance," 

In  1867  Chief  Juallce  Draper  orosaed  to  Great  Britaia  as 
Canadian  repreeoutative  with  a  very  vnde  comnussioii  to 
advance  Canadian  intereats-  He  was  called  before  the  Cono- 
miltee  appolntiid  by  the  House  of  CommooH,  and  answered 
nearly  two  hundred  questionB  relating  to  Canada  and  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  interests  in  Euport's  Land  and  beyond^ 
The  capable  and  active -minded  Chief  Justice  kept  before  the 
Committee  tbe&e  points  . — 

(1)  What  he  ooQceived  to  be  the  true  western  boundary  of 
Canada,  and  in  bo  doing  gave  his  opinion,  based  on  the  Quebeo 
Act  of  1774,  that  Canada  ahould  be  allowed  to  extend  to  the 
Ftocky  Mountains  and  ehould  have  the  privilege  of  eKploriog 
and  building  roads  in  that  region, 

(2)  The  eameat  desire  of  the  Cafiadian  people  that  Rupert's 
Land  and  the  Indian  territorieB  ahould  be  maintained  aa  British 
territory, 
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(3)  Thtit  Ca,n&dn,  shonTd  be  fillowed  to  extpend  her  aettlements 
into  these  territories. 

Chief  JuBtiee  Dmper  argued  his  ttftfle  with  gr&at  olcomeBd 
and  oogeacy,  and  made  an  excellent  impreBsioii  upon  the 
Committee. 

The  mfttter  of  th^  Company's  bold  on  Vfljicouver  iBEn-nd 
eeems  to  have  been  settled  without  any  great  difficulty.  Mr. 
Riohard  Blanshord,  the  former  Governor,  who  received  ao  oool 
&  reception  in  V&nci:)uver  Isl^LDd^  gave  a  plain  and  unvarnished 
lala.  The  Compajiy  bad  evidently  made  up  jte  mind  to  surrender 
all  its  oloim  to  Vancouver  lalfmd-  And  the  iatand,  as  wc  have 
Been,  became  independent. 

Canada  entered  with  great  spirit  into  tha  taase  presented 
before  the  Committee.  The  question  of  the  licecHe  waa  quite 
overshadowed  by  the  wider  diBouaaion  aoverinf*  the  validity  of 
the  Hudson's  Bey  Company  charter,  the  original  boundary  line 
of  the  province  of  CiiQada,  and  the  manner  in  whioh  the  Com- 
pany had  cfuried  out  its  responsibilities  h  An  iuduGtridiiH 
minietor  of  the  Canadian  Government,  Hon.  Joaeph  Oauohoc, 
with  true  Gallic  fire  and  French  Canadian  spirit,  prepared 
%  memorandum  of  a  most  elaborate  kind  on  tho  Hudson's  Bay 
Compaoy's  claim  aud  sta^tus.  In  tbia,  Mr.  Caiichou  goea  baok  to 
the  earheat  timeQ,  showB  the  limits  of  oooupation  by  the  French 
eKpIorerflr  foUowa  down  the  tine  of  connection  established  by 
the  Nortb-West  traders,  deals  with  the  troubles  of  Lord  Selkirk, 
and  concludes  that  the  Bed  River  and  the  Baskatchewan  are 
not  within  the  limits  of  the  Company's  charter.  Thia  vigorous 
writer  then  deals  with  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  the  Quebec  Aot,  and 
the  diB(30vBrieB  of  Canadinn  subjects  as  giving  Canada  a  juris- 
diction even  to  the  Bocky  Mountains. 

As  Doigbt  have  been  expected,  the  Committee  of  1857  became 
a  faroous  one.  The  whole  economy  of  the  Company  was 
discussed.  The  ground  gone  over  by  Isbister  and  otphere 
during  the  preceding  decade  supplied  the  members  with 
material,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  became  notable 
for  their  Interett.  The  Committee  held  eighteen  meetings, 
examined  twenty-nine  witnesses,  and  thoroughly  ^ted  the 
evidence. 

The  p4rsonfi4l  of  the  Committee  was  brilbant,     Xbe  Secre- 


THE  HUDSON*S  BAY  COMPAJSIT 


tafj  of  State  WM  Chairman.    Mt.  BoebqA  And  Mr*  GUdstoEH 

refreaeoted  the  ioqniriiig  and  aggressire  dtemeitt.  Lard 
Stanley  aad  Lord  J<^id  Enssell  added  their  eiperimce,  Edwwd 
EDioe — "the  Old  Bear '' — watched  Ihe  i»Ae  lor  tbe  Coanpujj, 
ftud  Ut-  Lowe  M>d  Sir  John  Pakiogton  took  a  tivelj  intetrat  in 
the  pfooeedingi  cod  often  interpOAed.  Altogether  the  C^hu- 
mittee  ww  cnnstitttt^  for  active  Berviee.  and  erery  nook  and 
GTUuy  of  Bapeii'a  Land  aud  the  adjoiomg  lemtodtw  wu 
thcv^ughlj  imreatig&ted^ 

Among  the  witneaaes  ^as  the  distinguished  Gi>rerTiOT 
Simpfton,  He  wa»  at  hU  best.  Ur.  Roebuck  and  he  had 
m&ny  a  Hkinuiab.  and  although  Sb  George  vaa  of&t^n  drivea 
into  a  comer,  yet  with  eurprifling  agibly  be  recovered  him- 
■eU.  Old  expLorera  such  as  John  Bobs,  Dt-  Bae*  CoJ, 
I^elroy,  Sir  John  Bichardaon,  Col-  Croflon,  Bishop  Anderson, 
Col.  Caldnell*  and  0r,  King,  gave  Lufomuitioii  as  having 
Tuited  Bupert'a  Land  at  different  periods.  Their  evidence 
was  fair,  with,  as  coold  be  expected  fa  most  casee,  a  "good 
word"  for  the  Company.  Bev.  M>.  Corbelt  gave  testimony 
agunat  the  Company.  Governor  BlanEhard  in  the  same  stroinp 
A^  K^  Isbieteft  conaiderably  moderated  in  his  opposition,  gave 
evidence  aa  a  native  who  had  travelled  in  the  country,  while 
John  Mc'Loughtin,  a.  raiihand  heiidy  agitator,  told  of  the  escile- 
raejit  ia  Bed  River  aeltlemenl.  Edward  EHice  became  a 
witneea  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and  nitb 
adroitness  covered  ths  retreat  of  any  of  hia  witnasses  when 
necessity  arose. 

From  time  to  time,  from  Pebruary  to  the  end  of  July  the  Com- 
mitteo  met,  and  gathered  a  vast  amomit  of  evidence,  making 
four  hundred  pag^s  of  printed  matter.  It  ia  a  thesamns 
of  Hudson's  Bay  Couips.Dy  umteriaL  It  revealed  rot  only 
tbe  localities  of  thia  unknown  land  to  England  and  the  world, 
but  made  e\'eryone  familioj-  vntb  the  secret  methods,  dovices. 
and  working  of  the  fur  trade  over  a  space  of  weJl-nigb  half  a  con- 
tinent. The  Committe«  decided  to  roaommend  to  ParliametDl 
(bat  it  ia  "  important  to  meet  the  just  and  teaaonable  wishes  of 
Canada  to  aaBume  such  territory  us  may  bo  useful  for  BettiG- 
ment ;  that  tbe  distrlcta  of  the  Bed  Eiver  [lud  tbe  Sa.skatehewaa 
seem  the  moat   availablf^ ;  and   tliat  for   the   urdtiT  and 
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goveromept  of  the  ooantry/'  arr&agemeDta  should  be  m&dd 
for  thoir  cession  bo  CfLDdda.  It  woa  olao  agreed  thab  thoao 
regions  wbere  aettlement  U  impoaalbld  ba  left  to  the  axoljsivo 
oontrol  of  tha  Hudson^H  Bay  Company  for  the  Ilit  tru.da.  Tha 
Committee  not  only  recommended  tliat  Vaaoouver  Island 
should  be  mode  independent,  but  tb&t  Ibe  territory  of  ihd 
miinlBJid  in  BritUh  Columbia  should  be  united  with  it* 

Four  ^ears  after  the  Hitting  of  this  Committee,  which  gave 
Buch  anuety  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Cocupauy,  Sir  George 
SimpEOn,  after  a  very  ehort  illues^,  pasaed  away,  having  aerved 
as  Governor  for  forty  years.  !□  an  earlier  chapter  his  placo 
and  influence  have  been  estimated  and  Ma  merits  and  defects 
shown. 

Sir  George  in  his  high  office  ae  Governor  ol  Rupert's  Land 
waa  succeeded  by  A.  J.  Dallas,  a  Scottifih  merchant,  who  had 
been  in  busines-^  m  China,  hod  retired,  and  afterwards  acled  as 
Chief  Factor  of  the  Hudson's  Buy  Company  at  Fort  VictcriiL, 
in  Vanoouver  leland,  and  had  then  morned  the  daughter  of 
Govemcr  James  Douglas.  Dallas  had  shown  great  nerve  and 
judgment  in  British  Columbia,  in  a  senons  brush  with  the 
Doited  States  authoritiea  ia  1859,  Three  years  after  this 
event  he  was  called  to  succood  the  great  Governor  oE  Bupert'a 
Land.  On  his  appointmon:  to  this  high  position,  he  Cook  up 
his  residence  at  Fort  Garry,  and  hod.  in  conjunction  with  th6 
local  Govemorn  William  McTaviah.  to  faoo  the  rising  tide  of 
dissatisfaction  which  showed  itself  in  tho  Corbett  and  Stewai^Cr 
resoues.  Writers  of  the  period  state  that  Dallas  lacked  the 
dignity  and  tacG  of  old  Sir  George.  In  his  letters,  howevar. 
Governor  Dallas  shows  that  he  thoroughly  appreciated  the 
aerioua  slate  of  m&ttera.  He  aaya  1  "I  have  had  great 
dJtlicult^'  in  persuading  the  magistrates  to  continue  to  aot> 
Mr^  William  McTavisb,  Governor  of  Assiniboia,  has  resigned 
hia  poBt-"  Governor  Dallas  says  he  ^'  fiudti  himself  with  all  the 
reepon«ibility  and  semblance  of  authority  over  a  vast  territory. 
but  nnecpponed,  it  not  igsored,  by  the  crown."  He  atatdstbat 
people  do  not  object  to  the  ftrtoiVKtl  of  ihe  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  government,  but  to  the  "system  of  government.** 
He  feats  the  formation  of  a  provisional  government,  and  a 
movement  for  annexation  to  the    United  States,  which  had 
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been  threatened-  He  ie  oi  opinion  tb&t  tbe  "  terntoml  righl 
ebonlcl  revert  to  the  crown."  These  are  strong,  honesc  words 
for  an  official  ul  the  Company  whose  rule  hftd  prevailed  for 
Bome  two  cecturieBp 

And  now  Governor  DftlloB  ftppears  co -operating  in  ftn 
irigenioue  and  adroit  financial  scheme  with  Mr.  S,  W, 
Watkin,  a  member  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  by 
which  the  Hudeoo's  Day  Company  property  changed  bands. 
Edward  Watkin  waa  a  ^nancJal  a,f;ent,  who  had  mQch  to  do 
with  tbe  Grancl  Trunk  RuiTwiiy  of  Cana^^a,  and  bad  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  Canndian  affBoiB.  He  had  aucceeded  m 
mteresting  the  Colonial  Secretary  oi  State,  the  Duka  of 
Newcastle,  in  a  railway,  road,  and  telegraphic  echeme  (or 
connecting  Lbe  British  possesRiona  in  North  Americn^ 

Di^culties  having  arisen  in  indnciug  ataid  old  GoTcmor 
Beren3,  the  London  bead  of  the  Company,  to  aoccpt  medium 
ideaa,  apian  was  broached  of  buying  ont  ihe  wbole  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  poBseasions  and  rights.  Difficulty  after 
diMcolty  wae  met  and  sunaonntedp  and  though  many  a  ttme 
tbe  scheme  seemed  bopolesa,  yel,  in  the  end  it  eucceeded, 
though  Dot  without  much  friction  and  heartboming.  Watkin 
describes  graphicidly  the  first  interview  between  three  membars 
of  the  Hndaon's  Bay  Company.  Berens,  Eden  Golville,  and 
LyaU,  of  the  Srab  part,  and  Glyn,  Newmarcb,  himself,  and 
three  ether  capitaliBtfi  of  tbe  second  part.  The  meeting  took 
place  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  Honae^  Fenchuroh  Street, 
February  \ttk,  1863.  *'  The  room  was  the  '  Court '  room,  dark 
and  dirty,  faded  green  cloth,  old  chairs  almost  blackj  and  a  fine 
picture  of  Prince  Bupert.  Goremor  Berens,  nn  old  man  and 
cbatinate.  waa  Bomewhat  insulting  in  hifi  manner.  We  took 
It  palientlyn"     It  was  a  day  of  fate  for  the  old  Company. 

Many  interviews  afterwarda  took  place  between  Walkin  and 
the  accountant  and  solicitors  of  the  Company.  The  Company 
would  bear  of  no  dealings,  except  on  tbe  basis  of  a  eaah 
payment^  The  men  of  capital  accordingly  eucceeded  in 
interesting  the  ''International  Financial  Aeeociation."  a  new 
corporation  looking  for  eome  great  aaheme  to  lay  before  the 
public. 

At  length  the   whole  ftbarea.   p  of  iho 
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Hudson's  Bay  Company  were  la^ea  over,  tbe  fioal  utTaago- 
ments  being  m&dd  by  Mr.  Bichajd  Potter  on  June  lat,  1663. 
Thus  the  Company  beguL  in  bo  smitl]  a  way  by  ri-mtjo  EuT^&ft 
ftod  his  ^BBociates  oenrly  two  centnriea  before  eoLii  out,  AJid  tba 
purahase  money  of  oue  and  &  haJJ  milliooa  of  pounds  was  paid 
over  the  counter  to  the  old  Company  by  the  new  Association^ 

A  new  QompiLoy  woa  now  to  be  orgiuuzed  whoso  stoob 
would  be  open  for  pnrehase,  and  the  International  A^QOoiation 
would,  on  fiuch  organixafcioii  being  f(»rmed,  hand  over  the 
Company'*  assets  to  the  new  atookbcWers.  Id  a  sbort  Unie 
the  Company  was  reconstituted,  Sir  Edmund  Hoad  being  the 
nevF  Govamor,  witb,  aa  promioont  raei:Qber8  of  the  Boa.rd  of 
Directors,  Biobard  Potter.  Edea  Calvillo,  E.  B.  Watkin,  and 
an  American  fur  trader  of  experience,  Sir  CurtJs  Lampsoo. 

Secretly  ae  the  negotiationB  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
company  bad  been  conductedi  the  news  of  the  ofT&ir  reached 
Canada  and  Bupert's  Ijand,  and  led  to  aniioua  Inquiries  being 
made  OiDd  to  a  memorial  from  the  Company's  officers  being 
presented  to  tbe  Board  of  Direotora  asking  for  Information. 
So  thoroughly  secret  had  the  interriewa  between  the  London 
partiee  been  carried  on  that  tbe  of^olaU  of  the  London  o£[ice 
knew  nothing  of  them,  and  stated  in  their  reply  to  tbe 
memorialists  that  the  rumours  were  incorrect.  In  July,  when 
tbe  tranafer  bad  been  consummated  and  the  news  of  it 
appoiired  in  tbe  public  preaa,  it  ci^ated  surprise  and  iniligna- 
tion  among  the  chief  factors  and  chief  trodere,  who,  under 
the  deod  poll  or  Company  arr&ngoment  which  hod  been 
adopted  in  1821,  though  somewhat;  modified  thirteen  years 
later,  bad  been  regarded  as  fa&ving  oertain  partnership  riffhta 
in  the  Company. 

Mr.  Edward  Watldn  informs  us,  m  bta  intereatiog  "  Bemi- 
niscences,"  that  he  had  intended  that  tbe  "Entering 
partners/'  as  the  offioerH  in  Rupert's  Tjand  were  calltid,  uhonld 
have  been  individually  communicated  witb.  bat  thut  on 
account  of  hie  hasty  departmro  to  Canada  the  matter  had  been 
overlooked.  It  certainly  was  irritating  to  the  officers  of  the 
fnr  trade  to  learo  for  the  first  Lime  from  the  public  press  of 
an  oirangetnent  being  perfected  iuToIving  their  ^vhole  private 
intereetfl- 
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Watkm  eiprsssoa  his  great  Apprehonaion  lest  the  uawa  in 
a  diatorlod  form  ebould  reach  the  distant  rogictns  of  thd  fur 
oouDtry,  where  the  Company  had  oae  hundred  and  forby-foor 
posts,  eorsriag  the  continent  fEoni  Labrador  to  Sitka, 
Vanconrer  IsUni,  and  San  Francisco.  Be  feared  aleo  tbaL 
there  would  be  a  ndw  oomp&ay  formed  to  oeoupy  th«  ground, 
with  the  old. 

On  reacJiing  Canada,  Mt.  WatUn  waa  agreeably  aurpri^ed  at 
the  mrrival  of  GoTemor  DallLbs  from  Rad  River  in  Montreal. 
After  conaultatioD  it  was  decided  on  that  the  Governor  should 
eend  a  conciliatory  circular  to  tbs  commissioned  officers  of  tha 
Company,  eipEaintng  the  objects  of  the  new  Company,  and 
stating  that  al!  the  intercats  of  bhe  wintering  partners  would  be 
0Qnaerv4id,  It  ia  ovidoitt  that  the  attitudo  of  the  of^oers  bad 
alarmed  even  lauch  a^nt-hearted  men  as  Watkin  and  Dallas, 
There  lies  before  tba  writer  also  a  personal  letter,  d^ted 
London,  July  23rdi  1863,  signed  by  Edmund  Head,  Governor, 
bd  a  chief  trader  of  the  Company,  stating  that  it  was  the 
mbeotion  of  the  Committee  "  IpO  oarry  on  the  fnr  trade  ob  it 
bae  been  hitbeibo  cai  tisd  on,  under  the  provisions  of  the  da^ 
poll."  None  of  the  coILateral  objects  of  the  Company  "  should 
interfere  with  the  fur  trado/'  He  begs  the  ofiioars  to  ^'  have 
with  him  fros  and  unreserved  oommuiiication  through  the 
usual  channel."  Evidently  the  echo  of  the  augry  voices  in 
Athabaaoa  hod  been  hoard  in  London, 

The  old  deed  poll,  which  they  had  intended  Co  suspend,  as 
shown  by  Watkin.was  thus  pre serv&d.  This  document  secured 
them  aa  follows:  According  to  both  deed  polls  of  16S1  and 
1834,  forty  per  cent,  of  the  net  protita  of  the  trade,  divided  into 
digbty-five  shares  of  equal  amount,  wore  diBlributod  aonu^ly 
among  tho  wintering  partnora  of  the  Company.  A  chief 
tradar  received  an  eighty-fifth  share  of  the  profits,  and  a  chidf 
factor  two  eighty-fifth  shares-  Both  had  certain  rights  after 
totiriug. 

The  proposed  abotition  of  the^e  terms  of  the  deed  poll  and 
the  substitution  tberefor  of  oertatu  salaries  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  reducing  the  expenses,  o£  oourso  meant  loss  to  every 
wintering  partner.  Tbe  intetests  thus  involved  justified  the 
most  strenuous  opposition  on  the  pEi^^^iiG  paitnerej 
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unleBB  the  propoaBl  were  modified,  would  almost  cert^ualy  have 
led  to  a  disruption  of  the  Compa^ny. 

Id  harmony  with  Governor  Head's  circular  letter  no  action 
in  the  direction  oonteioplated  was  taken  until  1871,  when,  on 
the  receipt  oi  the  three  hundred  Lhoueand  pounds  voted  hy 
Canada  to  tho  Company,  the  sum  of  ogo  hundred  and  seven 
thousand  and  ^ty-five  pouude  was  applied  to  buying  OQt  tbo 
vested  righta  of  the  wintering  partners,  and  the  s^tation  was 
quieted, 

The  efifect  of  the  ruraugement  made  for  tho  payment  of 
officers  of  the  Company  since  1871,  aa  oompared  with  their 
previouB  remurieration,  has  been  a  subjeot.  of  ^HcuBaion. 

There  lies  before  the  writer  aji  elaborate  eulculaEion  by  an 
old  Hndgon's  Bay  Company  officer  to  the  effect  that  under  tbe 
old  deed  poll  &  chief  factor  would  receive  t^vo  eighty-fifth 
i^hFLTBa,  hiH  total  average  bdng  seven  bimdred  and  tweoty 
pounds  per  anniiin  ;  and  under  the  new  (taldng  the  ^ventge 
of  twenty-five  years)  two  and  oqq  half- hundred ths  shares^ 
amonntiDg  to  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  poundB  annually, 
or  a  loss  nearly  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds ; 
aimiiarly  tliat  a  chief  trader  would  receive  three  hundred  aod 
nineteen  pounds,  as  against  three  hundred  and  sixty  formerly, 
or  a  loaa  per  anr>um  cf  forty-one  pounds. 

Besides  this,  the  number  of  higher  commiseioned  ofDcerswas 
reduced  wlien  tho  old  deed  poll  was  cancelled^  so  that  the 
stookhotdfirs  received  the  advantage  from  there  being  fewer 
offioials,  also  tbe  ohancee  of  promotion  to  higher  offices  were 
diminished. 

During  the  progreee  of  these  ictemal  dissenaionft  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  public  opinion  had  been  gradually 
maturing  in  Canada  in  favour  of  ac^^uiring  at  least  a  portion  of 
Bupert'a  Land.  At  the  time  of  the  Special  Committee  of  1357, 
it  will  be  remembered  the  Hind-Gludman  eipedibion  bad  gone 
to  ^y  cut  the  land.  A  company,  called  the  Nortb-Weet  Trauft- 
portation  Company,  was  about  the  same  ttme  organized  in 
Toronto  to  carry  goods  and  open  communication  from  Fort 
William  by  way  of  the  old  for  traders'  route  to  Fort  Garry. 

The  merits  and  demerite  of  tbo  north-wcstom  prairies  were 
difiouflsed  in  tbe  public  preae  of  Canada.     Edward  Ennatinger, 
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wboRe  name  haa  been  already  mentioned,  wm  a  steady  sop- 
porter  of  tbe  claim  of  tbe  Hudaon^B  Bay  Comp&Dy  Iq  a  seriBS 
of  well-written  letters  io  the  Hainill/jn  SpcctalOT,  a,  journal  of 
Upper  Gaimda»  Taking  the  uaual  line  of  argument  followed  by 
tbe  Company,  be  sbowad  tbo  small  value  of  the  oountry,  ita 
inhoapitablo  climate,  Its  inacceadlbility^  and  magnified  the  legal 
olalm.  at  tha  Hudaou's  Bay  Gompnay  against  the  Canadian 
oontODtion.  It  is  amuaiag  to  rea,d  in  after  years,  when  bis 
opibion  of  Sir  George  Simpeon  was  changed,  bis  declaration  ol 
regret  at  huTuig  bean  led  to  30  strenuously  present  hie  views 
in  the  Spect-aior^ 

Ten  years  had  pjissed  after  the  aittiag  of  tbe  great  Committee 
of  1837,  [Uid  nothmg  practical  aa  to  the  tranefer  of  the  country 
to  Canada  had  been  aaoomplighed.  The  confederation  move- 
ment had  cow  widened  the  horizon  of  Canadian  public  men. 
In  the  very  year  of  the  ooofederation  of  the  Canadian  provincea 
(1867),  Hon.  William  DIoDougall]  who  had  been  a  persiacont 
advocate  of  the  Canadian  claim  to  the  Nortb-"WesC.  moved  in 
the  Dominion  ParLJament  a  series  of  resolutions*  which  were 
carried.  Those  i^aolutiona  i«howed  tbe  advantage,  Lx^tb  to 
Canada  and  tho  Empire,  of  tho  Dominion  being  extended  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean  ;  that  flettlement,  commerce,  and  development  of 
tbe  i^Bourues  of  the  country  are  dependent  on  a  et?ible  Govem- 
ment  being  estabb^bed ;  that  the  welfare  of  the  Bed  Birer 
cettlers  would  be  enhanced  by  this  moans ;  that  provieion  waa 
contained  in  the  British  North -American  Act  for  tbe  admisaion 
o(  Rupert's  Landani  the  North- West  territory  to  the  Dominion ; 
that  this  wide  country  should  be  united  bo  Canada ;  that  Id 
case  of  onion  the  legal  righte  of  any  corporation,  as  the 
Hudson'fl  Bay  Company,  aeaoolaticn,  or  individual  should  be 
respected ;  that  thit;  should  he  Battled  judicially  or  by  agreement; 
that  the  Indian  Bible  should  be  legally  c?tbingnlshed  :  and  that 
&n  address  be  mftde  to  Her  Majealy  to  this  effect.  The 
resolutions  were  carded  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Houae^ 
This  was  a  hold  aiid  well-oonceived  step,  and  the  era  of  dii- 
cuaaioQ  and  besitanQy  aeamed  to  have  passed  away  in  favour  of 
a  poUcy  of  action. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  however^  insisted  on  an  under- 
Btanding  being  come  to  aa  to  terms  before  giving  consent  to  the 
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proposed  Qction,  and  a  doepatob  to  the  Domlnloti  Gcvemmoat 
from  Her  llRJeaty'a  GoTerament  called  attention  to  tbia  (aot, 
Afl  soon  as  convenieot,  a  delcgatiou,  ooQsiftlm^  of  Qou.  George 
E^  Cu'licv  &Dd  Hou-  William  MaDougall,  prooeeded  ta  England 
to  negotiate  with  the  Compoin^  as  to  terme.  Hh&  pa^th  of  Chu 
delegates  oci  reaching  England  proved  a  bhotny  one.  The 
attitude  of  the  Impeiial  Government  was  plainiy  in  favour  of 
reco|i^mng  aome  IsgaL  vaLuo  In  the  ohaitsred  rights  of  the 
Company,  a  thing  denied  by  some,  speoially  Mr^  HoDongalK 
No  progress  was  being  made.  M  this  juncture  D'laraeTi's 
goverujuoat  was  defeated,  and  a  delay  roaulted  in  waiting  for  a. 
new  government.  Earl  Granville  v-'as  the  new  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies.  While  DOgottfttions  ware  going  on,  th« 
Hndaon'n  Bay  Company  sent  in  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a 
rather  hot  complaint  that  Oanadian  aurveycrs  and  road  bulldera 
had  entered  upon  their  territory  to  the  woab  of  the  Lake  of  tho 
W^oods,  This  waa  qnite  true,  but  the  aetioo  had  been  tEiken 
by  tha  Canadian  Goyernmecit  under  the  impi'dssiop  that  &\\ 
parties  would  willmgly  agree  to  it.  Not  being  at  this  jnnctoro 
able  bo  settle  miything,  the  commiaaioners  returned  to  Canada. 
*XhQ  Imperial  Government  was,  however,  in  earnest  in  the 
matter,  and  pressed  the  Hudson's  Buy  Company  to  consent  to 
reaaotiable  terms,  tbe  more  that  the  government  by  the  Com- 
pany in  Bed  Biver  was  not  satisfactory — an  indisputablo  laot. 
At  length  the  Company  felt  bound  to  accept  the  proposed  terms. 
The  main  provisions  of  bargain  wera  that  the  Compaoy  should 
aurrender  all  rights  in  Kupeit*s  Land ;  that  Canada  pay  the 
Company  the  aum  of  three  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  that 
tha  Company  be  allowed  certain  blocks  of  land  around  their 
poBts;  that  they  be  given  one- twentieth  ol  the  arable  land  of 
the  country:  and  that  the  Company  should  be  allowed  every 
privilege  m  oarryicg  on  trade  as  a  regular  trading  company. 
Thus  was  the  cocceaabn  of  generous  Charles  the  Second 
aurrsndered  after  two  centuries  of  honourable  occupaLion. 


CHAPTER  SLV. 


TRODBLBSa   OF   THE    TBANHFER   OF   BUPEET  G   LAND. 

Transfer  Act  paBwiJ— A  moribnml  Knvt^mment— The  CHDodiiin  var- 
Teying  f  arty^Cauaea  of  tlm  rtbulHan — TurbuTant  Metia — Ameri- 
can  iifl*rf«Tf»icp — Di^Joya!  ftcclemHwtirii — Go^pmftr  McDuug&ll — 
Riel  ainj  hia  rebel  iHLud — A  blame woTtliT  goremnr — The 
"blawatiitl  fe/iua'" — aeiziiru  of  Furt  Garry — Rial  a  ambitiEHia — 
Loyai  rising— Three  wise  raeo  twm  tlie  Eaat — Tk*  New 
yaCivn — A  winter  metfting — BtlJ  of  Rig}itfl — Catjarlinn  sholr— 
The  WolaeJej  expedition— Three  reiiegaileH  alhik  a«ay — Tha 
end  of  company  ride — The  new  Provicte  of  Maiiitobft. 


This  old  compejiy  bad  agreed  to  the  bargain*  aiQd  the  Imperial 
Act  w&a  passed  cntboriaicg  Iho  tr&nflfef  of  the  vaBt  territory 
east  of  the  Rocky  Motmtains  to  Canada.  Cana^d^,  ^ntb  the 
Btrengtliening  national  RpiritriHtng  from  ihe  youog  ooofedera- 
tion,  with  pleasure  eitw  the  Dominion  GcTernment  place  in  the 
eatimates  the  three  hundred  tbousfi&d  pouudB  for  the  paymetit 
of  the  HudBon'e  Bay  Company,  and  on  Act  waa  pafised  by  the 
Donjinion  Parliament  providing  lor  a  govenmient  of  the 
north-west  territories,  which  woald  Becore  the  administration 
of  juBtice,  and  the  peace,  order,  abd  good  government  of  Her 
KajcEty'a  eubj^cta  and  others.  It  w^  enacted,  however,  Chat 
all  laws  of  the  terrilory  at  the  fame  of  the  passing  of  the  Act 
should  reroain  in  force  until  amended  or  repealed,  and  oil 
officoTB  except  the  chief  to  continue  in  office  until  others  "were 
appointed. 

And  now  began  the  moat  miserable  and  disreputable  erfal- 
bition  of  decrepitude,  imbecility,  Jesuitry,  foreign  intefference» 
blundering,  and  ra.8b  patriotism  «ver  witneeeed  in  the  fur  traders' 
country.     This  Wita  hi  ''^'^  ftiv^  -^KftiTion,    The 

v-Hler  arrived  in   Fort  *! 

affair,   made  the  acif* 
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rebellion,  and  heard  their  storiee,  Ths  real  deep  significance 
o£  this  rebellion  has  never  been  full>  mode  kcown.  Whether 
the  writer  will  etioceed  m  telling  the  whole  tolo  remoine  to 
be  seen. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Compnny  oOciilIs  at  Bed  BiTer  were 
Btill  the  govenimenL  This  fact  must  be  diebincUj  borue  in 
mind.  It  h&E  been  etated.  however,  th&t  this  government  hiid 
beaome  hopelessly  weak  and  inefficienl.  Govaraor  PaJI&s, 
in  the  words  (juoted,  admitted  this  and  lamented  over  it. 
Wore  there  tiny  doubt  in  regard  to  this  8batement»  it  waa 
shown  by  the  ntter  do6ance  of  the  law  in  the  breaking  of  jail 
in  the  thres  cases  of  Cnrbett,  Stewart,  vid  Dr,  Sotultz.  No 
government  could  ret^n  respect  when  the  solemn  behests 
of  its  Qourts  were  laughed  at  and  despised.  This  is  the  real 
T&aflOn  lying  at  the  root  of  the  apathy  of  ths  Eagliab' speaking 
people  of  Red  Biver  in  dealing  with  the  rebellion.  They  were 
not  cowards;  they  sprang  from  ance^t^rs  who  bod  fought 
Britain's  battles  ;  they  were  intelligent  and  moral ;  they  loved 
iheir  homes  aud  were  prep&red  to  defend  them ;  but  they  had 
no  guarantee  of  leadership ;  they  bad  no  aesnraneo  that  their 
efforts  would  be  given  even  the  colour  of  legahtiy;  the  brokeo- 
doWD  jail  outside  Fort  Qarry,  it«  uprooted  etockodes  aud  hclp- 
leea  old  jailor  were  the  symbol  of  goTernmental  decrepitude 
and  were  Ihe  sport  ot  any  determined  law-breaker. 

It  has  been  the  habit  of  their  opponents  to  refer  to  the 
&mio^'iutoe  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  Committee  In 
London  with  Canada  for  1869  sending  surveyors  to  oxamino 
the  country  before  the  transfer  was  made.  Beferenee  has  alfio 
been  made  to  the  dissaLJsfootion  of  tha  local  officers  at  the 
action  token  by  the  Company  in  dealing  with  the  deed  poll  in 
lBti3 ;  some  have  said  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ofGoial a 
at  Fort  Garry  did  net  admire  the  Canadian  leaders  aa  they 
saw  Ihem ;  and  others  have  maintained  that  these  ollic^r^ 
cared  nothing  for  the  country,  provided  they  reoeived  large 
enough  dividends  eis  wintering  partners. 

Now,  there  may  be  something  in  these  contentions,  but  they 
do  not  touch  the  core  of  the  matter.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, both  in  London  and  Fort  Garry,  were  thoroughly  lo>-al  to 
British  institutionQ ;    the    officers  were   edueated.  reepocsible 
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and  high-mindod  men  ;  they  had  acted  up  bo  tbeir  light  in  a 
thoroQghly  honourable  manner,  and  no  oaere  prejudice,  or 
fancied  grievance,  or  parflonal  diallka  would  ha.\%  made  tham 
uuEinie  bo  thou-  biiiste.  But  bhe  ^vernmenb  hud  becoma 
dcoropit ;  vacillation  and  uncertainty  chflractcmcd  evory  act ; 
had  the  people  baea  behind  them,  had  they  not  folt  that  the 
people  distrusted  them,  they  would  have  taken  action,  as  it  waa 
their  duly  to  do- 

Tbo  chrocic  condition  of  helpleasneas  and  governmental 
decay  waa  emphasized  and  increased  by  a  sad  circumBtanoe^ 
Governor  Wiliiam  McTamh,  an  honourable  and  well-meaning 
man,  waa  sick.  In  the  midat  of  tho  troubles  of  1B&3  he  would 
willingly  have  resigned,  aa  Governor  Dallas  aasuros  us;  now 
he  was  pbyaioally  incapable  of  the  energy  and  decision 
requisite  under  the  cireumataiiecs.  Moreover,  as  we  shall  eee, 
there  was  a  moat  ineidtous  aud  dangerous  influence  dog^g 
bie  every  step.  His  subordinaboG  would  not  act  without  him, 
ha  could  not  act  without;  them,  and  thus  an  absolute  deadlock 
ensued.  Moreover,  the  CouDcit  of  Assiniboia,  an  appointed 
body,  had  fek  itself  for  yeEbTS  out  of  touch  with  the  sentLment  of 
tho  colony,  and  iba  efforts  at  legislation  resulted  in  no  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  things.  Woe  to  a  country  ruled  by 
an  oligarohy,  however  well-meaning  or  reputable  such  a  body 
may  be  I 

Turn  now  from  this  picture  of  pitiful  weakness  to  the  uQ- 
accountabla  and  culpable  blundering  of  the  Canadian  Govam- 
ment-  Cartier  and  MoDougall  fouud  out  in  England  that 
sending  in  a  paity  of  aurveyors  before  the  country  waa  traua- 
ferred  was  offensive  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  &£ore 
offensive  still  was  the  method  of  oonduoting  the  expeditiOD. 
It  was  a  Djarh  of  sublime  stupidity  to  profeHg.  as  the  Canadian 
Government  did,  to  look  upon  the  money  spent  on  this  aurrey 
fifl  a  benevolent  devioo  for  relieving  the  people  eulferia^  from 
tbe  grasabopper  visitation.  The  genius  who  originated  th9 
planofooEnbining  charity  wtLh  gain  should  have  been  canonleed. 
Moreovort  tUo  plan  of  contractor  Snow  of  paying  poor  wages, 
delaying  payment,  and  iH^tno  Hanh  tieatment  bo  such  a  peoplo 
aa  the  balf-braodi  "^aa  oaoftl  ill  advised. 

The    evu  \    is    thia 


TROUBLES  OFTRANSFER  OF  RUPERT'S  LAND  459 

expedition  aecl  to  aurvey  &nd  build  the  Dawaoc  Ro&d»  yet 
luming  aside  bo  claim  uQOCoupiad  lands,  to  sow  tha  seeds  of 
doubt  and  euepicioD  In  tiio  miada  oE  a  people  hitherto  seoluddd 
from  tfad  woHd,  was  most  unpatriotic  &nd  d&ngeroiu.  It 
c&nnot  be  denied,  in  additicn,  that  while  muiy  of  die  aiu&II 
band  of  Canadians  wore  reputable  and  hard-working  men«  tlio 
ooiiTBo  of  a  few  pi'omiQQnl  leuders^  who  had  mada  &□  Lliej^ti- 
mate  use  of  the  Nor'-Wester  newspaper,  had  tended  to  keep 
the  coiuiiiumty  in  a  stata  of  alioQation  and  turmpi!^ 

What,  then,  Tvete  (bo  conditions?  A  helpless,  moribimd 
gOTeriuaont,  wiUiout  decision,  without  aolual  authority  cq  tho 
one  hand,  and  on  the  other  an  irrit&tfDg,  ael^sh,  and  aggrea' 
sive  expedition,  taking  posseaalon  of  the  land  before  it  was 
tnuisferred  to  Canada,  and  aasuming  the  air  of  conquerors. 

Look  now  at  tha  oombustibie  etements  awaitiuj^  thia  oom- 
bination.  The  Frenoh  baU-breeda,  desoendanta  of  the  turbulent 
Bois  Brill^a  of  Lord  Selkirk's  times ;  the  old  men,  eooipEmtons  of 
Bftyer  and  the  elder  Itie]>  who  doBed  tbe  authority  of  the  court, 
and  left  it  ehouting,  *'VivQ  la  libertuf"  now  imtated  by  the 
Daweon  Hoad  being  built  In  the  way  jnet  described ;  the  road 
nmniug  through  the  seigniory  given  by  Lard  Selkirk  bo  bh«i 
Bomaj)  CaiboUo  bishop,  the  rood  in  rear  of  their  largest 
eettlements,  and  passing  through  another  French  eettlement 
at  Potnte  des  Chc-nes  I  Further,  the  lands  adjacent  to  tbe>ta 
settlements,  and  naturally  coonected  nith  them ,  being  sei^ied  by 
the  intruderat  Furthermore,  the  natives  antagonized  by  the 
action  of  oertain  Canadians  who  had  for  years  maintained  the 
country  in  a  state  of  turmoil  1  Were  ther'e  not  all  tbe  elements 
of  an  exploBion  of  a  seHoas  and  dangerous  kind? 

Two  oth^r  most  important  forcee  in  thia  complicated  etate  of 
thiiig«  cEumot  be  loft  out.  The  ^rai  q\  thoaa  m  a  matter  which 
requires  careful  statement,  but  yet  it  is  a  mo^t  potential  factor 
in  the  rebellion.  This  is  the  attitude  of  certain  persons  in  the 
nnited  States.  For  twenty  years  and  more  the  trade  of  the 
Bed  Biver  fioUlament  hod  been  largely  eajried  on  by  way  of  St. 
Paul,  in  the  State  of  Mioneeota.  The  Hudson  Bay  route  and 
York  boat  brigade  were  unable  to  compete  with  tbo  facihtias 
o£ki«d  by  the  approach  of  the  raiway  to  tbo  Misaiasippi  Biver. 
Aeoordingly  lo&g  linea  of  Red  Biver  carta  took  loads  of  furs  to 
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86,  Paul  and  brought  bact  freight  for  the  Company.  The  Ead 
Bivf^  tro^de  was  &  teccgnlztid  Bcurce  of  frcfit  In  St.  Paul. 
Familiixrity  in  trotie  led  to  &n  interest  on  the  part  of  tlie 
AineiicB,n8  ]□  the  pahlic  atfairs  of  Bed  Bitgi'.  Hot-headed 
fl.Tid  sordid  people  in  Ked  River  Bettlsment  bad  OiOtuaUy  spoken 
of  Lhe  aebtlement  being  connected  with  the  United  StatfiB. 

Now  that  irritation  waa  manifested  at  Red  Bivcr,  fiteps  wars 
takon  by  private  paJtiea  from  the  United  Stales  to  fan  the 
flame.  At  Penibiua,  on  the  border  between  Rupen's  Land 
and  the  United  State(^,  lived  a  ne&t  of  desperiidoea  willing  to 
tohe  any  ateps  to  Eiecomphsh  their  purposes^  They  had  aooeaa 
to  all  the  mailH  ^vhich  came  from  England  to  Canada  marked 
"  Vii  Pembioft,"  Pembina  waa  an  outpost  refuge  for  law- 
breakers  ard  ontcaate  from  the  United  Btates-  Its  people 
Q9od  all  their  power  to  disturb  the  peaoe  of  Bed  EiTor  Bettle- 
ment.  In  addition^  a  eoneiderable  number  of  Amerteane  had 
come  to  the  little  village  of  Winnipeg,  now  being  begun  near  tba 
■walls  of  Fort  Garry.  These  men  heW  their  private  meetings, 
aU  looking  to  the  creation  of  trouble  and  the  provocatioD  of 
feeling  that  might  lead  to  ehonge  of  allegiance,  Furthermcfe, 
the  writer  i«  able  to  sUte,  on  the  information  of  n  man  high  io 
the  eervico  of  Canada,  and  a  man  not  unknown  in  Momtobft. 
that  there  was  a  large  sum  of  money,  of  which  an  omonnt  wiu 
named  aa  high  as  one  million  dollare,  i^hich  was  available  in 
St.  Paul  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  bold  by  the  Americana 
on  the  fertile  plains  of  Rupert's  Land. 

Hero,  then,  ^vaB  an  a^ncy  of  most  dangerous  proportiouB,  an 
element  in  the  village  ol  "Winnipeg  able  to  oontrol  the  election 
of  the  first  delegate  to  the  oonvention,  a  desperate  Ixjtly  of  men 
on  the  border,  who  w~ttb  M&chiaveli&n  persLatence  fanned  Uie 
flame  of  discontent,  and  a  reserve  of  power  in  St.  Paul  ready 
to  take  ailvantage  of  any  emergency, 

A  still  more  inaidicua  and  threatening  inflneoee  was  at  work. 
Here  again  the  writer  is  aware  of  the  gravity  of  the  statement 
he  is  making,  but  h&  has  ovidenoe  of  the  clearest  kind  for  his 
position.  A  dangerous  reljfijoui  «)aiDent  in  tfa4  country— 
ecclearaatica  ^  ucr  bad  no  1*™*  for  BrilJiia,  i>o 

love  for  Cana|^^k  tiotT<  wa 

love  tot  peaoi^^^L  ^Ih 
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the  half'broodB,  dicUtod  their  policy,  uid  freely  mingEed  with 
the  robo!a.  One  o(  tham  woa  an  intimflto  (riond  of  the 
leader  of  the  rebeUicn,  cocaulted  wibb  him  in  hia  plans,  mid 
exBrciaed  a  marked  Influencd  on  Lilfl  rnQvamealB,  This  same 
foi'eigD  prieat,  vritb  Jesuitical  cuDuing,  gave  close  attendtuicd 
OD  the  sick  Governor,  and  tiirough  bia  family  oiaroieed  a  con- 
BtftDt  and  deCrimental  power  upon  the  only  eourco  of  authority 
thsn  in  the  land.  Furthermore,  an  Xris!i  studtiiit  and  teacher, 
TVitb  ft  Fenian  hatred  of  all  bhin^  British,  was  a  "  forailiar  *'  of 
the  leader  oE  the  rebelUoa,  and  with  true  IVIilosian  eoai  advanced 
ths  cause  of  the  revolt. 

Can  a  more  terrible  combiaatian  be  imagined  than  this?  A 
decrepit  govemmeat  vHth  the  executive  officer  sick  ;  a  rebelLioufi 
and  chronically  dissatia^od  Metis  element;  a  govermneDt  at 
Ottawa  far  removed  by  dist&nce*  eommitting  vrilb  unvarying 
regularity  blunder  after  bluuder  ;  a  greedy  and  forei^'n  cabal 
planning  bo  soise  the  oountryj  and  a  secret  Jesuitical  plot  to 
keep  the  governor  from  action  and  to  incite  the  dery  Metis  to 
revolt  \ 

The  drama  opens  witb  the  appointment,  In  September,  1869, 
by  the  Dominion  Govemmeut,  of  the  Hou,  Williao]  McDoogall 
aa  Lieutenatit'Govemor  cf  the  north-weet  territories,  his  depar- 
ture from  Toronto,  and  his  arrival  at  Fembinaj  in  the  Dakota 
berribory,  in  the  end  of  October,  He  was  aocompaniBd  by  hU 
family,  a  small  staff,  and  three  hundred  stand  of  arms  with 
aDimunitioii'  He  had  been  preceded  by  the  Hon,  Joseph 
Howe,  of  the  Dominion  Government,  who  visited  tba  Red 
River  settlement  ostensibly  to  feel  the  pulse  of  public 
opinion,  but  as  Commissioner  gaining  Little  infarmation,  Ur, 
MeDongaH'a  commiaaion  aa  governor  was  to  take  effect  after 
the  formal  transfer  of  the  territory.  Ho  reached  Pembina, 
where  he  waa  served  with  a  notice  not  to  enter  the  territory. 
yet  he  crossed  the  boundary  line  at  Pembina,  and  t^ok 
posseasion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Fort  of  Waat  Lynn,  two 
miles  north  of  the  boundary. 

Meanwhile  a  storm  was  btewiiig  along  Bed  Biver,  A  young 
French  haU-brced,  Louis  Biel,  son  of  the  eioitable  miller  of 
the  Boiuf^of  whom  mention  waa  made — a  young  man.  educated 
by  the  Roman  Gatholio  Bishop  Tachd,  of  St.  Bcniface,  for  a 
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time,  and  afterwTbrds  in  Montreal,  Tvas  regarded  as  tbe  hope  ol 
the  Metis.  He  was  a  young  mac  of  fair  ability,  but  prood. 
Tain,  and  assertive*  and  had  the  ambition  to  be  &  Cffisar  or 
Napoleon.  He  with  his  followers  bad  stopped  the  survejors  in 
their  work,  aad  threatened  to  throw  off  the  approaching  tymncy. 
Profeaaing  to  be  loyal  to  Britain  but  hoetLIc  to  Canadaj  he 
eaoceeded,  in  October,  in  getting  a  cmaU  body  of  French  half- 
breeds  to  seize  the  iniLin  highway  at  St.  Norbert,  aome  Dine 
miles  aouth  of  Fort  Garry. 

The  moBaage  to  Mr,  McBougall  not  to  enter  the  territ^>ry 
waft  iorwarded  by  this  body,  that  already  conddered  itself  the 
J«  /octo  government,  A  Canadian  settler  at  once  swore  bji 
affidavit  before  tbe  officer  in  charge  oF  Fort  Garry  that  an 
armed  party  of  French  half-hrcede  had  assembled  to  oppose  the 
entrance  of  the  Governor, 

Here,  theu^  waa  the  hour  of  destiny-  An  outbreak  had  baken 
place,  it  was  illegal  to  oppose  any  man  entering  the  coimtry. 
not  tc  say  a  Govemf^r,  Ihe  fact  of  revolt  ivaa  immediately 
brought  to  Fort  Garry,  and  no  amount  of  ensuistry  or  apology 
oan  ever  justify  Governor  McTaviTthn  eick  though  he  was,  from 
immediately  ixot  taking  action,  and  compelling  hia  oomioit 
to  take  action  by  summoning  the  law-abiding  people  to 
Enrround  bim  and  repress  tbe  revolt.  But  the  government 
that  woald  allow  the  defiance  of  tlie  law  by  permitting  men 
to  live  at  liberty  who  hod  broken  jail  could  not  be  expected  to 
take  action.  To  have  done  so  would  have  been  to  work  a 
miracle. 

The  rebellion  went  on  apace,  two  of  the  so-called  governor'© 
staff  pushed  on  to  tbe  barricade  erected  at  St.  Norbert.  GaptoiD 
Cameron,  one  of  them,  with  cye-glasa  in  poise,  and  with 
affected  authority,  gave  command,  "Remove  that  blawsted 
fenee,"  but  tbe  half-breeds  were  unyielding.  The  two 
mesaengers  returned  to  Pembina,  where  thay  found  Mr. 
MeDougQll  likewise  driven  back  and  across  the  boimdory. 
Did  ever  British  prestige  suffer  a  more  humiliating  blow  ? 

The  ac^  of  rebellion,  usoally  dangerous,  proved  in  this  case  a 
trivial  one,  and  Kiel's  little  band  of  forty  or  dfty  badly-arm«d 
Metis  began  to  grow.  The  moils  wore  seized,  freight  coming 
into  the  country  became  booty^  and  tbe  erpeHmenl  of  a  rialDg 
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waa  HQccesafnl.  In  the  meju^time  the  authorities  of  Fort  Gaxry 
were  infective.  Tho  rumour  came  thai  Biel  thought  of  seizing 
tbe  fort.  An  Eiffidavit  of  the  chief  of  police  under  the  Ooverc- 
roeol  shows  tli*it  lie  urged  the  maBter  of  Fort  Garry  to  meet 
the  danger,  and  naked  aui^hority  to  g&II  upon  a  portion  of  the 
special  poli<te  force  awom  in,  shortly  before,  to  prescrro  thd 
peaco^  No  governor  spoke  ;  no  one  even  closed  the  fort  aa  ft 
precaution  ;  its  gates  stond  wide  open  to  friend  or  foe. 

This  exhibition  of  helpleeanees  encouraged  the  oouspiratois, 
ftnd  BieJ  and  One  hundred  of  hie  foUoners  (November  2nd) 
unopposed  look  possession  of  t;he  fort  and  quartered  themeelvefl 
upon  the  Conrpany.  In  the  front  parb  of  the  fort  lived  the 
GoTemor ;  he  ivna  no^w  Banked  by  a  body-guard  of  rebels  ;  the 
maEter  of  the  tort,  a  burly  fion  of  Britain,  though  ver^'  j^ruffand 
out  of  sorts,  ooQld  do  nothing,  juid  the  young  Napolaon  of  the 
Metis  fattened  tin  the  best  of  the  land. 

Biel  now  igaued  a  proclamation,  oalling  on  the  Engliah* 
speaking  parichen  of  the  settlement  to  e1eot  t^^Td  repre- 
Beniativee  to  meet  the  President  and  representatives  of  the 
French -speaking  population,  appointing  a  meeting  for  twelve 
days  aftenvards- 

Mr-  MoDougall,  on  hearing  of  the  Beisure  of  the  fort,  Tvroto 
to  Governor  McTavish  stating  that  aa  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company  was  still  the  government,  action  ehould  he  taken 
to  disperae  the  rebels^  A  number  of  loyal  inhabitants  also 
petitioned  Governor  MoTavish  to  issue  his  proclamation  call- 
ing on  the  rebela  to  disperse.  The  sick  and  helpless  Governor, 
fourtc>eD  days  after  ibe  seizure  of  the  fort  and  twenty- 
three  days  after  the  affidavit  of  Ifae  riung,  issued  a  toriy  pro- 
clamation condemning  the  rebels  and  oalling  upon  Ibem  to 
disperse.  The  Convention  met  November  16th,  the  English 
pariHhes  having  been  cajoled  into  electing  delegates,  thinking 
thus  to  soothe  the  troubled  land.  After  meeting  and  discusBing 
in  hot  and  nsoloss  words  the  state  of  affairs,  the  Convention 
adjourned  till  December  lat,  it  being  evident,  however,  that 
Kiel  desired  to  form  a  provisional  goverament  of  whioh  he 
should  be  the  joy  and  pride- 

Tbe  day  for  the  reassembling  of  the  Convention  arrived* 
Biel  and  bis  pany  insiated  on  ruling  the  meeting,  and  passed  a 
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'*  Bill  of  Sighhs  "  consisting  of  fifteen  proTiaions,  The  English 
people  refused  to  acoept  thesa  propositiotia,  and,  after  ra.inJy 
endeavouring  to  lake  sl&ps  to  meet  Mr.  McDougall.  withdrew 
to  their  homes,  a&hamed  B.nd  confounded. 

Meanwhile  Mr.  MoDougnIl  was  cba&ng  at  the  Gtronge  and 
humiliating  situabion  in  wMeb  be  foimd  himself^  With  his 
fajnily  and  Btaft  poorly  honaad  ati  Pembina  and  the  severe 
wialer  coming  on,  be  could  Boaroely  be  blamed  for  irritation 
and  discontent,  December  let  was  the  day  on  which  he 
expected  hia  commission  as  governor  to  oome  into  effect,  and 
wonder  of  wonders,  be,  a  lawyer,  a  privy  councilloT,  and  HQ 
experienced  atateamaUi  went  so  far  on  tliia  mere  auppoaltion 
as  to  isBue  a  prDclamntion  announcing  his  appointment  as 
governor.  Aa  a  matter  oE  fact,  Car  away  from  communication 
with  OUtLWa,  he  was  mistaken  an  to  the  tranafer.  On  aceoant 
of  the  rise  of  the  rebellion  this  had  not  been  made,  and  Mr. 
McDougall,  in  isQuing  a  epurioua  proclamation,  became  a  thing 
of  contempt  to  the  inaurgenta,  an  object  of  pity  to  the  loyalistB, 
and  the  laughing-etock  of  the  whole  world.  Hia  proclamation 
at  the  same  time  autboriziag  Oolonel  Deonta,  the  Canadian 
surveyor  in  Bed  Hiver  aottloment,  to  raiae  a  force  to  put 
down  the  rebellion,  was  simply  a  brutam  fiilmen,  and  was  the 
cause  to  innocent,  well-meaning  men  of  trouble  and  loss. 
Colonel  Demjis  succeeded  in  raising  a  force  of  aoma  four 
hundred  men,  and  would  not  probably  have  failed  had  it  cot 
tranapired  that  the  cwo  proclamattona  were  illegal  and  that  Che 
levies  \/avQ  couaequently  UDauthorizei.  Such  a  thing  Co  be 
carried  out  by  William  McDougall  and  Colonel  Denoia,  men 
of  oiporioaao  and  ability  I  Surely  there  oould  be  oo  greater 
fiasco  I 

The  Canadian  people  were  now  in  a  state  of  the  greatest 
eioitement,  and  the  Canadian  Government ,  aware  of  its 
blundering  and  stupidity,  hastened  to  rectify  its  mistakos* 
Commiaaionera  were  sent  to  negotiate  with  the  various  partiea 
in  Red  Eiver  eettleaient,  Tlfcse  were  Vicai-- General  Tbibault, 
who  had  apent  long  years  in  the  Bomau  Catholic  Missions  ot 
the  North-Weat,  Colonel  de  Salaberryj  &  Fww'  '^  diiw, 
and  Mt.  Donald  A.  Smith,  %h^  chief  oj 
Bay  Company,  then  at  Montreal.     On  I 
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miaBionere,  nho  had  boaii  clothed  ivibh  very  wide  powei'e,  lay 
the  chief  rcspon9ibil]t}\  els  n'ill  be  reiidily  Been. 

A  number  of  CanodJaiiB — nearly  fifty — had  been  aesembled 
in  the  store  of  Dr.  Schult^,  aE  the  village  of  IVirnipeg,  and,  en 
the  lailuro  of  Mr,  McDougall's  proclamatioD.  were  left  in  a 
very  awkward  oonditioa.  With  arma  in  their  hands,  they 
wore  looked  upon  by  Kiel  aa  dangerous,  acd  "with  promises  oF 
freedotn  and  of  the  intention  of  Hiel  to  meet  MoBougall  and 
settltt  the  whole  matber,  they  (December  7bh)  BUicendered. 
Safely  in  the  fort  and  in  the  prieon  out^do  the  wo.1],  the 
priaonora  were  kept  by  the  trace -breaker,  and  the  Motie  con- 
tingent celebrated  the  victory  by  numerons  potations  of  rum 
luJieii  from  llie  Uudson'*  Bay  Company  stores. 

Kiel  now  took  a  atop  fonvard  in  iaaoing  a  proclamatioa, 
which  hoB  generally  been  attributed  to  the  crippled  postmaster 
fit  Pembina,  one  of  tlie  dangerous  foreign  oUque  longing  to 
Heue  the  settlement-  He  also  hoisted  a  new  flag,  with  the 
fleur-de-lis  worked  upon  it,  thoQ  giving  evidence  of  hia 
disloyalty  and  impudence^  Other  octH  of  iojusticen  such  as 
s^^ing  Company  funds  and  interfering  with  personiU  liberty, 
were  oommitbed  by  him. 

On  Doooraber  27th — a  momorabio  day — Mr.  Donald  A. 
Smith  arrived.  Kia  conunisaion  and  papers  were  left  at 
Pembinan  &nd  be  went  directly  to  Fort  Garry,  whore  Biel 
received  bim.  The  interview,  given  in  Mr.  Smith's  own 
words,  was  a  remarkable  one-  Biel  vainly  Bought  to  induce 
the  Commissioner  to  recognise  hia  government,  and  yet 
waa  afraid  to  abow  disrespect  to  so  high  and  honomed  an 
oEQcor.  For  about  two  months  Commissionet  Smith  lived 
at  Fort  Garry,  in  a  part  of  the  some  building  as  Governor 
McTavifth, 

Mr.  Smith  Bays  of  this  peiiod.  "The  state  of  ni&tters  at  this 
time  wats  most  unsatisfactory  and  truly  humiliating.  Upwards 
of  fifty  Bntisb  subjects  were  held  in  close  confinement  &8 
political  prisonera ;  aecurtty  for  persons  or  property  there  ^aa 
none.  .  -  .  The  leaders  of  the  Freucb  holf-breeda  had  declared 
theii  determination  to  use  every  eScrt  for  tbo  purpose  of 
anneiJJig  the  territory  to  tha  United  States.'* 

Mr.  Smith  acted  with  great  wisdom  and  decision-     Hia  plan 


4^6 


THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY 


evideTLtly  was  to  have  nc  fanasil  brcnoh  with  Rielj  bab  gradually 
to  undermiao  him,  tad  seourQ  a  oombinittion  by  whioh  Jio 
GCuM  be  overChroioii,  Many  of  the  influential  men  of  the 
settlemenl  oalled  upoa  Mr^  Smith,  and  the  affB^ini  of  bbe 
country  were  discussed.  Eiel  waa  rcstlefts  and  at  times  im- 
portinent,  but  the  Commissioner  exercised  bis  Soottiah  oaution, 
and  bided  his  time. 

At  this  time  a  newspaper,  called  T]i£,  N<cu>  Nation^  appe&red 
as  the  organ  of  the  Provisional  Govormnonl,  ThiB  paper 
cpealy  adrooEited  annexation  to  the  United  Stittes,  thusahowing- 
the  realty  dangerous  nature  of  the  movement  embodied  in  the 
rebeUrouT 

During  all  tiieaa  months  ol  the  reboUionp  Bishdp  Taohe, 
the  influential  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Churcb,  bad  boea 
absent  in  Rome  at  the  great  Council  of  bbat  year.  One  of  hift 
moHt  acblre  priests  left  behind  was  Father  Leatanc,  the  prtnce 
of  plotters,  who  has  generally  beon  credited  with  belonging' 
to  the  Jesuit  Ordefr  Lestanc  h&d  sedulously  haimted  the 
prf!5Gnce  of  the  Governor;  he  was  a  daring  and  extreme  m&o, 
anJ  to  Lim  and  hia  feUow-TVeaohman,  tbe  uun;  of  St,  Norbert, 
muoh  of  Riel'a  obstiuocy  has  be^xii  attributed.  Commissioner 
Smith  DOW  used  his  opportunity  to  weaken  lUel.  He  offered 
to  Eend  for  his  Commission  t-o  Pembina,  if  he  were  allowed  Co 
meet  Uie  people,  Kiel  consented  to  this,  The  Commission 
was  sent  for^  and  Biol  tried  to  intercept  thu  messenger,  but 
fuled  to  do  SO'  The  meeting  took  place  on  January  L9th. 
Tt  WB,s  n  date  of  note  for  Red  River  settlement.  Ona  tboosand 
people  assembled,  and  as  there  was  no  building  capable  of 
holding  the  people,  the  meeting  took  plaoe  in  the  open  air,  the 
tsmperatnre  heing  twenty  below  zero, 

The  ouLcoiiie  of  this  nieeting  wag  the  election  and  gnb- 
aoquent  assembling  of  forty  representatives — one  half  French, 
the  other  half  Englifih — to  ooneider  the  matter  of  Comnaissioner 
Smith's  message.  Six  days  after  the  open-air  meeting  the 
Convention  met.  A  second  ■"Bill  of  Rights"  was  adopted, 
and  it  was  agreed  to  eend  delegates  to  Ottawa  to  meet  the 
Dominion  GovemmenC.  A  provisional  government  was  formed, 
ftt  the  re^iieat,  it  is  said,  of  Governor  McTavish,  and  Riel 
gained   the  het^ht  ol  his  ambition  in   being   made  President^ 
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while  thd  fledgling  FenJftn  priest,  O'Donoghue,  beoaxne 
"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury," 

The  retention  of  the  priaoners  in  captivity  arouaad  a  deep 
(eeliog  in  the  oouoLryj  and  a,  movemenl  originated  in  Portage 
La  Prairie  to  rescue  the  unfortuoateB.  This  force  was  joined 
by  recruits  at  KildooBn,  making  up  aix  hundred  in  nTT,  Awed 
by  tliis  gathering,  Eiel  releaeod  the  prisoners,  though  be  was 
goiity  of  R.n  act  of  docpasb  treachery  in  arresting  nearly  fifty 
of  the  Assimboine  levy  as  they  were  returning  to  their  bomes, 
AniQiig  tih^m  was  ^ajor  Doulton,  who  slberwjtrd  narrowly 
eBcapad  executloa,  and  who  has  written  an  inteieatiDg  account 
of  the  robolliOD. 

The  failure  of  the  two  parties  of  loyalists,  and  their  easy 
oapture  by  Kiel,  laisee  the  question  of  tha  wisdom  of  these 
AffofftB.  No  doubt  the  inspiring  motive  of  tbese  levies  was  in 
iriaDy  cases  true  patriotism,  atid  it  refieote  credit  on  theoi  aa 
meu  of  British  blood  and  British  pluck,  but  the  management 
of  both  wad  BO  imforlunate  jLod  ho  lacking  lu  skill*  that  one 
ia  diapoaod,  though  lamenting  tbcir  failures,  to  put  those 
eipediticnB  down  as  dictated  by  the  greateet  rashness, 

The  elevation  of  Eiel  served  10  awaken  higher  ambilions. 
The  late  Archbishop  TachC-,  io  &  later  rebellion,  charActerized 
Biel  aa  a  rcmiirkEible  example  of  indated  ambition,  and  called 
his  state  of  mind  that  of  ''megalomania,."  Hlel  now  baoame 
more  irritabia  and  domineeruig.  He  seemed  aT«)  bitter  ogsiDst 
the  Engliflh  for  the  signs  of  insubordinatioD  appearing  in  all 
the  parisbee.  The  infiuenoe  oE  the  violent  ctnd  dastardly 
Lestanc  was  strong  upon  him.  The  anxious  President  ucw 
determined  to  awe  ihe  English,  and  condemned  for  execation 
a  young  Irish  Canadian  prisoner  named  ThomniS  3cott,  Com- 
misaiooer  Smith  and  a  number  of  influontial  inhabitants  did 
everything  possible  to  dissuade  Biel.  hut  he  peraistedi  and 
SootD  was  publicly  exeouted  near  Fort  Qarry  on  March  4th, 
1870. 

"Whom  the  gods  destroy,  they  first  make  mad,"  The 
execution  of  Scott  waa  the  death  knell  of  Riel's  hopes-  Canada 
was  roused  to  Its  centre.  Determined  Uj  have  no  fui-Lhor 
com  mum  cation  writh  Riel,  Commisfiioner  Smilih  as  soon  as 
po^&ible  left  Fort  Garry  and  retumsd  to  Canada. 
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Tho  amraJ  of   Biahop  Taohe,  v^ho  had  rotumed  at  the 
request  of  the  Caioodmn  Govorament,  took  place  in  duQ  time- 

Probftbly  the  real  attitude  of  Bishop  Tachfi  will  never  be 
known,  though  bis  strong  French  Canadian  aaaocifl^tions  and 
lore  of  Britiah  cormection  make  it  seem  hardly  poasJble  th&t 
he  oould  hfbve  beon  implicated  in  the  rebellioDT  Bishop  Tacho 
endeavoured  to  overcome  the  t&rrible  miBtake  of  BieK  Ck>Eii- 
mifisionere  were  despatched  to  Ottawa,  the  moat  Importonb  of 
them  Father  Bitcbot,  of  St,  Norbort,  whoso  hand  had  boon  in 
the  plot  from  (ha  begiiming.  Carrying  down  a  "BiJJ  of  lUgbte'* 
from  ihe  provisioual  govarument,  which,  however,  there  ia 
clear  evidence  Bitchob  and  olhera  took  the  liberty  of  alteriligi 
they  wero  inatmmental  in  having  a  bitt  passed  through  tho 
Dominion  Parliamont,  oBt&bliabiQg  Manitoba  as  a  province. 

For  the  efltabliflhmGnt  of  peace,  an  expedition  was  organised 
by  Canada^  oonmating  of  British  regulars  and  Canadian  volus- 
toere,  under  Colonel  Wolaeley.  Cooiiag  from  Canada  up  Ihd 
fiir-traderB"  route,  through  LnJce  of  the  Woods,  down  Winnipeg 
River,  across  Lake  Winnipeg,  njid  up  the  Bed  River,  the 
expedition  arrived,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  aufTeriug  people  of 
the  settiementj  on  Augoet  24th,  1870.  After  eleven  months 
of  the  most  torturing  anxiety  had  been  endured,  the  si^t 
□f  the  resaoing  soldiery  sent  the  blood  pulsing  again  through 
their  veiDfi.  Aa  the  troops  approached  Fort  Garry,  three 
slinking  Sgnres  were  seen  to  leave  the  fort  and  escape 
across  the  Aseinlboine,  These  were  the  "President  Biel/' 
"Adjutant-General  "  Lepine,  and  the  scoundrel  O'Donoghue. 
"  They  folded  their  tents  like  the  Araba,  and  as  silently  stole 
away."  Colonel  Woiscley  saye,  "  The  troops  then  formed 
line  outside  the  fort,  the  Dnion  Jack  was  hoisted,  a  royal 
salute  fired,  and  three  oheera  were  given  for  the  Queen, 
which  were  oaught  up  and  heartily  re-echoed  by  many  of  the 
civiliana  and  settlers  who  had  followed  the  troops  from  the 
village/' 

The  transfer  of  Bupert^s  Land  had  been  completodt  and  the 
goreming  power  of  the  famous  old  Company  woe  a  thing  of 
the  past. 


CHAPTER  XLVI, 


PBEaBffT    fiTATCS   OF   THE   COUP&KT. 

A  gT««t  Und  Company — Fort  Gftrrr  cliamantlad — The  new  buildingB 
— Naw  V.  Old — Kevlife  in  thg  Goinpanj'— Palmy  dnya  are  retoUa*! 
— Goremor*  of  abilitj — The  preimnt  diatitiEiiiahed  GoYernor — 
VftBtCT  operatioiiB— It«  ojs  cot  dimmed. 


Relieved  of  tho  borden  of  government,  tbe  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  threw  itself  heartily  into  tbe  work  of  developing  its 
resources.  Mr.  Donald  A.  Smith,  who  had  done  bo  much 
to  uudermlue  tbe  power  of  Rie]>  rulurned  to  Muailobd.  as  Chief 
CommiBsioner  of  the  Company,  and  proceeded  bo  manage  its 
afEun  in  the  altered  conditioua  of  the  oouutry.  Beproaonting 
enormoua  interests  in  the  North-Waat,  Mr.  Sn^ith  entered  the 
first  local  Legislatiire  &i  Winnipeg,  &nd  Gcon  after  became  for 
a  time  a  membor  of  tho  Canadian  Houoe  of  Commona,  One 
of  the  moflt  important  matters  needing  attention  was  the  land 
iaterestsof  the  Company.  The  Company  claimed  five  hundred 
acres  around  Fort  Garry.  This  great  tract  of  land,  coTonng 
now  one  of  the  oioet  important  parts  of  the  City  of  Wiuoipog, 
waa  used  as  a  cam  ping-ground,  where  the  tr&dera  from  the 
far  west  poats,  even  as  f ar  aa  Edmonton,  made  their  "corrals'" 
and  oamped  during  their  stay  at  the  capitals  Some  opposition 
^aa  developed  to  this  claim,  but  the  block  of  land  waeat  longth 
handed  over  to  the  Company,  fifty  aores  being  reeerved  for 
puMio  purpo&es. 

The  allotmert  of  wild  land  to  the  Compojiy  of  one-twentietb 
went  on  in  each  township  as  it  was  Burveyed,  and  though  all 
thift  land  is  taxable,  yet  it  baa  beoome  a  great  aonroeof  revenue 
to  the  Company.  Important  stteB  and  parcels  of  land  all  over 
tiie  country  have  helped  to  awell  its  resources. 

The  great  matter  of  adapting  its  ageuoies  to  meet  the  changed 
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conditions  of  trade  waa  a  difficult  thlug.  The  methoda  of  mo 
oentvuiea  could  not  becb&ngedin  aday.  TbegreateBt  difficultj- 
Ifty  m  the  officers  and  men  remote  from  the  important  centres. 
Jt  was  reported  that  in  m&ny  of  the  posts  no  thorough  method 
of  booh-kevping  prevuled.  The  dj^a&tisf^tion  &nsing  from 
the  fiale  made  by  tfao  Comp&ny  in  1863.  n.nd  the  uncertainty  mm 
to  the  deed  poll,  no  doubt  introduced  an  elemonc  of  fault-finding 
ftnd  discontent  into  the  Company'^  business.  Some  of  the  most 
tmslcd  officers  retired  from  the  service.  The  resources  of  the 
Ccinpapny  were,  however,  enormous,  its  crfldit  being  practicftlly 
unlimited,  and  this  gnve  it  a  great  advantage  in  competing  wtlb 
the  Conckdian  merchants  coming  to  the  country,  the  majority  of 
Tvhom  bad  httle  capital.  Ten  years  aitc-r  the  transfer  Fort 
Garry  was  sold,  and  though  it  came  back  en  the  hands  of  the 
Company,  yet  mi^fsrahile  dictu,  the  fort  bad  been  dism&ntltd, 
thrown  down,  and  even  the  stone  removed,  with  the  exoep- 
tioD  of  tha  front  gate,  whtcih  still  remains.  This  gale,  w^tb  & 
portion  of  ground  a1>oiil  it,  has  i>eeD  given  by  the  Hodaon's 
Bay  Company  to  the  City  of  Winnipeg  as  a  sruall  biatorio 
park.  Since  the  timo  of  sale,  largo  warehouses  have  been 
erected,  not  fillad,  as  were  the  old  shops,  witb  bright  coloured 
c1otbf4,  mOGC)isin»,  and  hcad»H  Ittted  For  tlm  Iiidmn  ^ind  naijv« 
trade,  but  uhning  lib  full  departments  after  the  model  of  Mapla 
And  Bhoolbred  of  the  mother  ciDy  of  London,  l^eee  shops 
trti  repreeonied  in  the  plate  accompanying  this  deaoriptJon. 

The  trade  thns  mndified  has  been  under  the  directif>a  of 
men  of  abilrw,  who  suoceeded  Mr,  Donald  A-  Smith,  snob 
ae  Mcears,  Wrigley,  Brydgcsi  and  a  number  of  eblt  sub* 
ordinates-  The  extension  oi  trade  has  gono  on  in  many  of 
the  rising  towns  of  the  Canadian  West,  where  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  was  not  before  represented,  sLich  as  Portage  Ln 
Prairie,  Calgary,  Lethbridge,  Piinoe  Albert^  Vanoouver,  Ao. 
In  atl  These  points  the  Company's  inflnence  has  been  a  very 
real  and  important  one. 

The  methods  of  trade,  now  employed,  require  a  &kiU  And 
knowledge  never  needed  in  the  old  fur-trading  days,  Tho 
present  sncoeasfnl  Commissicner^  C,  C,  Chipman,  Es^h, 
resident  in  Winnipeg,  controls  and  directs  Interests  for  greater 
than  Sir  George  Simpson  waa  colled  upon    to    deal    with. 
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Preeont  and  Post  preeenta  a  contmst  betwoaa  oeasdleaa 
corppetitiori  and  a  sleepy  monopoly. 

The  portiona  of  the  country  nob  reached,  or  lllLely  to  be 
roacbcd  by  settlement,  have  romained  in  poaaeaalon  of  tbe 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  ahnOBt  Bolaly>  The  Canadian  Govem- 
ment  hnn  negotiated  treatieB  with  the  Indiana  as  far  norib  aa 
IaVo  Athabasca,  leaving  many  of  the  Chipewyjuia  and  Eskiraos 
sCilI  bo  the  entire  management  of  the  Company^ 

The  impression  among  the  of^oers  of  the  Company  is  that 
nnder  the  deed  poll  of  1971  they  are  not  so  well  remunerated 
as  nnder  the  Former  rt'glme.  It  is  difBoult  to  entimate  the  exaob 
rclELtioQ  of  ihc  preecnt  to  the  past,  ioaamuch  aa  the  opening 
up  of  the  oountry,  the  improyement  of  traneportatioo  faoibtieB. 
and  the  cheapening  of  all  agricultural  aupplies  has  changed  the 
relabive  value  of  money  In  the  country.  Dnder  (bis  arrangement, 
whicb  hae  been  in  force  for  twenty-four  years,  the  profits  of  the 
wintering  partners  are  divided  on  the  basis  of  one-bundrodth 
of  a  share.  Of  thiK  an  inapeoting  chief  faeuir  reeeEve<^  three 
shares;  a  chief  factor  two  and  a  half;  a  facbor  two;  and  a 
chief  tradf^r  one  and  a  hoilf  shai'e3'  The  average  for  the 
twenty-five  years  of  the  one-hundredth  share  baa  been 
S13J.  12s-  ^\d.  Since  1390  a  more  liberal  provision  has  been 
made  for  officers  retiring,  and  fiince  that  time  \%xi  olUDar 
on  witbdjuwing  in  good  standitig  reoeivee  two  years'  (all  p&y 
and  six  years"  half  pay. 

A  visit  to  the  HudiiOD'a  Bay  House  on  thd  comer  of  Leadenhall 
and  Lime  dbreotS]  London,  ctill  givcii  one  a  aenee  of  the  presence 
of  the  old  Company.  While  In  the  New  World  great  ohnnges 
have  taken  place,  and  the  visitor  is  struck  with  the  complete 
departure  from  the  low-ceiling  store,  with  goods  in  disorder 
and  confusion,  with  natwcs  stocking  -■  kinni-kirmik"  till  the 
atmoaphcre  is  opaque — all  this  to  the  palatial  buildiuga  with 
the  mo&t  perfect  arrangements  and  greatest  ta&te;  yet  in 
Loudon  "  Lbo  old  order  cbiwgeth  '*  but  slowly.  It  ia  true  the 
old  building  on  Foncburch  Btreet.  London,  where  "  ibe  old 
Lady  "  wag  said  by  the  Nor'-'We«teTd  to  Eit,  waa  sold  iu  1859, 
and  tbe  proceeds  divided  among  the  ^harebolderQ  and  offioerfl 
for  four  yeora  thereafter.  But  ihe  portraits  of  Prince  Rupert, 
Sir  George  fjimpgon,  and  the  copy  of  tbe  Company  Charter 
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were  transferred  bodily  bo  the  dirootora'  room  in  the  boildiog 
OD  Lime  Street,  The  strong  room  contB,LR8  the  asLtne  rows  of 
mmutes,  the  aunie  du&ty  piles  of  ctocuments^  and  the  journala 
of  bygone  ye&rs,  bub  the  businoas  of  a  vsAt  rogioo  ia  still 
maoaged  there,  and  the  old  gentlemen  who  ooDtroI  the 
Hudson's  Buy  Company  affiu^  pass  their  dividends  as  com- 
fortably ae  in  years  gone  by,  with,  in  an  occaeional  year,  Honie 
reatleas  spirit  stirring  up  the  echoes*  (o  be  promptly  repressed 
and  the  current  o£  events  to  go  on  as  before^ 

Since  1S71,  however,  it  ia  easy  to  see  that  men  of  greater 
financial  ability  have  bean  at  (be  head  of  tbe  conuoile  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  rec&lhngthe  paJmy  daysof  the  Erat 
operations  of  the  Company.  After  five  years'  eervioe.  Sir 
Edmund  Head,  the  firat  governor  undei'  the  new  deed  poll, 
gave  wayi  to  be  followed  for  a  yeotr  by  the  distinguished 
politician  and  statesman » the  Eari  of  Kimbei'ley>  For&\-o  years 
thereafter,  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  who  held  high  govei-nment 
office  in  tbe  Bervlee  of  tbe  Empire,  occupied  this  position.  He 
was  followed  for  sis  years  by  one  who  baa  since  gained  a  very 
high  reputation  fof  financial  ability,  tbe  Ht>  Hon.  G.  J. 
Gosehen.  Eden  Colville,  who  seems  to  oan7  us  back  to 
the  fotTDer  genei'&tiou— a  man  of  brink  and  alert  mind,  and 
Biugularly  free  from  the  prejudices  and  immobility  of 
Governor  Berens.  the  last  of  the  barons  of  the  old  r<;^ime — 
beld  office  for  three  years  after  Mr.  Gosohen. 

For  tbe  lost  ten  years  the  veteran  of  kindly  manner,  w&rm 
beart,  andgealoJ  disposition,  Lord  Gtratbcona  and  Mount  BoyaU 
h&G  ocQupied  this  high  place.  Tbe  clerk,  junior  officer^  and 
ohief  factor  of  thirty  bard  years  on  the  inboapitahle  shores  6f 
Hudson  Bay  and  tiabnidor,  the  commrsGroner  ivho,  as  Donald 
A.  Smith,  soothed  the  Riel  rebellion,  and  for  years  directed  the 
reorganization  of  the  Company's  affairs  ab  Fort  Garry  and  the 
whole  North-TVest,  the  daring  speculator  who  took  hoM,  with 
his  friends,  of  the  Minnesota  and  Monltioha  Railway,  and  with 
Midaa  touch  turned  tbe  enberpnae  to  gold,  a  projector  aoda 
builder  of  the  Canadiao  Pacific  Railway,  the  patron  of  art  and 
education,  has  worthily  filled  tbe  office  of  Governor  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  with  much  aneoesa  reorganized 
administration  and  directed  its  afCurs- 
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The  Oompaoys  openhtione  are  vaster  than  ever  before.  The 
greftteflt  maroantile  enterprise  of  the  Greater  Canada  west  of 
Lake  Saperior ;  a  strong  land  Company,  still  keeping  up  its 
traditions  and  oondnoting  a  large  trade  in  furs  ;  owning  vessels 
and  transportation  faoilitieB ;  able  to  take  lai^e  oonbraots ; 
exercising  a  fatherly  oare  over  the  Indian  tribes ;  the  helper 
and  aaaistant  of  the  vast  mission&ry  orgwiizatioua  scattered 
over  Northern  Canada,  the  Company  sinoe  the  tnuisfec  of 
Bupert's  I^nd  to  Canada  has  taken  a  new  lease  of  life ;  its 
eye  is  not  dim,  nor  its  natural  force  abated. 


CHAPTEE  XLVn. 

THB   FUTITBE    OF   THfl    CANAl?UN   WEST. 

The  Oreater  Canada — Wide  wheat  fields— Vast  paBture  lands— 
Horomui  miaee — The  Kootenay  riohee — Tukon  nog^eta — 
Foreeta — Iron  and  coal — Usheriefl — Two  groat  citdea — Towna  ftnd 
Tillagofl — Anglo-SaioD  iiiatitntaon« — The  ff^tt^t  ontlook- 

In  the  year  after  Bupert'a  Land  and  the  Indiati  territories  we^e 
troQBferred  to  Canada,  it  waa  the  fortune  of  the  writer  to  take 
up  his  abode  in  Winnipeg,  as  the  village  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Fort  Garry  was  already  called.  The  railway  was  in  that 
year  Btill  four  hundred  miles  from  Winnipeg-  From  ths 
terminua  in  Minnesota  the  stage  ooaeh  drawn  by  four  horses, 
with  relays  every  twenty  miles,  aped  rapidly  over  prairies 
smooth  as  a  lawn  to  the  site  of  the  future  City  of  the  Plains. 

The  fort  was  in  its  glory.  Its  stone  walls,  round  bastions^ 
threatening  pieces  of  artillery  and  rows  of  port-boles,  spoke  of 
a  place  of  some  strength,  though  even  then  a  portion  of  stone 
wall  had  beentakendown  to  give  easier  access  to  the  "Hudson's 
Bay  Store."  It  was  still  the  seat  of  government,  for  the 
Canadian  Qovemor  lived  within  its  waUs  as  the  last  Company 
Governor,  MoTavish,  bad  done.  It  was  still  the  scene  of  gaiety, 
as  the  better  class  of  the  old  settlers  united  with  the  leaders 
of  the  new  Canadian  society  in  social  joys,  under  the  hoepitable 
roof  of  Governor  Archibald. 

Bince  that  time  a  generation  has  well  nigh  passed.  The 
stage  coach,  the  Bed  Biver  oart,  and  the  shagganappe  pony  are 
things  of  the  past,  and  two  railways  with  richly  fomisfaed 
trains  connect  St.  Paul  and  Minnesota  with  the  City  of 
Winnipeg.  More  important  stilt,  the  skill  of  the  engineer  has 
blasted  a  way  through  the  Arcbfean  rocks  to  Fort  William, 
Xjake  Superior,  more  direct  than  the  old  fur-traders'  route ;  the 
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tremeudous  cliffs  of  tlie  north  «hore  of  Lake  Bupenor  have 
bean  levelled  Eind  the  duasm  bndgecl.  To  the  WGBt  the  prajriea 
have  been  gridironed  with  numerous  linee  of  rdlway,  thd 
enomoEi&  aooeiitB  of  the  four  Rocky  Mountam  ranges  riamg  a 
mile  ahove  the  sea  Eevel  have  been  croBsed.  and  the  ^ddy  heights 
of  the  Fraaer  Rirer  canon  trOrTorsed.  The  Iron  bond  of  tha 
Canadian  Paoifio  Hnilway,  one  of  whose  chief  promoters  was 
Lord  Stratheona  and  Mount  Royal,  the  present  Governor  of 
the  CoLQpiuiy,  haa  joined  ocean  to  ocean,  and  the  City  of 
Winnipeg  aces  every  day  the  AtloEitio  ftnd  Paoific  expreaaea 
hastening  on  their  joumeyinge,  coanecting  irith  lines  of  swift 
ocean  steamei-B*  and  carrying  k>  and  fro  ihe  commerce  of  the 
Orieub  und  Occident.  It  is  said  that  Liverpool  and  Yokohacn* 
are  the  tt^rmini  of  the  Canadian  Paoifio  Railway, 

A  v--onderiul  transformation  has  taken  place  in  the  land  einod 
the  days  of  Sir  George.  Sijnpson  and  his  ba^id  of  active  cJiief 
factors  and  traders.  It  is  true,  portions  of  the  wide  territory 
reaching  from  Labrador  to  the  Pacitic  Ocean  wiJl  always  be  the 
^OP^«i"  of  the  fur-trnder.  Hudson  Bay  and  Labrador  will 
^hrays  remain  Inhospitable,  though  there  are  tho^e  who 
maJntoin  that  tbe  QBherieB,  mines,  and  even  land  of  Hudson 
ijay  will  yet  be  developed  and  a  new  route  from  the  prairios 
to  Greai  Britain  opened  np  by  a  railway  from  York  Factory 
or  Churahi]!  to  the  loterior,  tUrough  what  is  now  known  as 
the  rocky  region  of  Keewatin,  The  barren  Land  running  icUnd 
from  the  Arctic  Sea  wili  in  certain  diatriets  remain  for  ever 
usaless-  Mackenzie  River  dislriet  is  still  the  famous  soene  of 
the  fur  trade,  and  may  long  continue  so,  though  there  is  always 
the  pOBsibihtj  of  any  portion  of  the  vast  waste  of  the  Far  North 
deveJopiug,  as  the  Yukon  territory  has  done,  mineral  wealth 
rivaUing  the  Famous  sands  of  Paoiolus  or  the  riches  of  King 
Solomon's  Mines. 

Under  Cajiadian  sway,  law  and  order  are  preserved  thi-ough- 
out  this  wide  domain,  although  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
oQicers  stiJl  administer  law  and  in  many  oftses  are  magistiules 
or  officers  for  the  govemmeaD,  receiving  tbeii  commissions  from 
Ottawa,  Feoco  and  order  prevail,  the  arm  of  the  law  has  bcoa 
felt  in  Eeewatin,  the  Mackenzie  River,  and  distant  Yulcoa. 

But  it  is  to  the  fertile  prairies  of  the  West  and  valleys  and 
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Qlopcs  of  the  PuaiHa  Coaet  we  look  for  tbo  axtoDsion  of  thaOreator 
OaoadE.  While  the  Hod.  William  McDougalJ  waa  arguiog 
the  value  of  the  prairie  land  of  bhe  West,  his  GBJt&diiLEi  and  olhar 
oppdoente  maititained  "tbiLt  la  tho  North-West  the  9oU  Derer 
th£.wed  out  in  Eummer,  and  th&t  tha  potEtto  or  c&bhage  would 
not  mature.'*  With  this  Dphiion  ni liny  of  the  Hudaon'a  Bay 
Gompacy  ofUcera  agreed,  though  h  is  puszling  to  the  reaideot 
of  the  prairie  to-dny  to  see  how  such  Isououmble  and  obBorvitig 
men  could  have  made  &uch  statemenU-  The  fertile  plaiiia  have 
been  divided  into  four  EectnouB,  the  Province  of  Mauitoba  tind 
the  tht^ee  wide  teiritoriea  of  Aasmiboia,  Alberta,  eind  Sas- 
katohcwan,  tboEc  being  known  aa  the  North- West  Territories. 
Manltobaj  ^hieh  ai  the  time  of  the  closing  of  the  Hudaon'a  Bay 
CoTiipHriy  t^gime,  Dumhered  iLa  L^venty-live  thouaand  people, 
more  tban  ou^  ha,U  Indiana  and  the  rcii^aindcr  whites  and  haii- 
breeds,  has  muJtiplied  ten  times  up  to  ita  present  population, 
eatiraatedalaquarter  of  ft  million.  The  North- West  TerritorieB 
are  aaid  to  have  ninety-five  thousand  itihabitants,  and  British 
Columbia,  including  Indiana,  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand ; 
making  in  all  weet  of  Letke  Superioi:  well  nigh  one  half  of  Eb 
million  of  people  dwelling  in  tbe  old  land  of  the  fur-traders. 

The  City  of  Winnipeg,  which,  when  the  writer  first  aaw  the 
hamlef  bearing  that  name,  hod  less  than  three  hundred  aonle, 
is  estimated  now  ab  the  end  of  the  centuty  to  have  a  population 
of  from  forty-five  to  fifty  thousand.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Com* 
pany  store  was  a  low  building,  a  wooden  erection  made  of 
lumber  sawn  by  whip-saw  or  by  aome  rude  oontrivanoet  having 
what  was  known  in  the  old  Bed  Hiver  days  as  a  "  pavilion 
roof."  Its  highly-eolouTBd  fabrics  auiied  to  the  trade  of  the 
country  did  oot  relieve  its  dingy  intenor.  To-da,y  the  great 
depoitmcntal  stores  and  oSioes,  built  of  dai'l£  red  St,  Louis 
brick,  speak  of  the  enormous  progi^eaa  made  in  the  de* 
velopment  of  the  oounliry.  Every  town  upon  the  prairies 
bears  testimony,  by  its  towering  elevators,  to  the  over- 
flowing abondaned  of  what  the  old  fm^-traderfl  contenJdd 
could  no:  be  produced,  viz.  agricultural  productR  of  every 
kind  obaraoteristio  of  the  north  temperate  zone.  The  ret 
made  by  the  Government  show  that  Manitoba. 
population  not  exceeding  a  quarter  of  a  miUi'' 
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Qot  more  than  twenty-five  thoua&nd  beiDg  farmers,  pro- 
duced in  the  last  year  of  record  ^\\iy  millions  oE  bUBhoIft 
of  cereaU,  valued  at,  eay^  twenty-fiva  rDillioDS  of  doUnra. 
Tfot  lean  remairkabla  ie  the  deTelopmeot  of  the  North- 
Weet  territories.  Attsiaibaia  shows  a.  i-emarkable  production 
of  gmns,  uid  tbo  Far  West  abouitds  in  great  herds  of 
oattic,  exceediog  in  its  ranching  oapabilitiee  even  many 
partH  of  MB,nitoba. 

British  Oolucubia,  incladmg  bbe  New  C&ledonia,  Kootenay 
Country,  and  Vancouver  J^tand  of  the  Fur-traders,  is  a  land  of 
great  reaources.  Its  population  haa  iucreoaed  three  time« 
ever.  Its  great  salmon  Gshertes,  trade  in  timber,  coal  mines, 
agrioultural  productiveneas,  and  genial  climate  have  long 
made  it  a  favourite  dwelling-place  for  Englisb-apeoking 
colonists. 

In  late  years  much  promineuee  has  been  given  lo  this 
proriuco  by  the  discoTcrj  of  itB  mineral  products-  Gold, 
silver,  and  Jei^  mines  m  the  Kootenay  region,  which  %vaa 
diBoovered  by  old  David  Thompson,  and  in  the  Cariboo  district, 
have  lately  attracted  many  immigrontB  to  British  Columbia; 
tbo  adjoining  territory  of  the  Yukon,  brought  U>  the  knowledge 
of  Che  world  by  Chief  Factor  Robert  Campbell,  haa  sui'passed 
all  other  parts  of  the  fur^troders'  land  in  rich  product! veuGse, 
oltboiLgb  the  region  ly^g  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and 
LiELke  Superior  along  the  very  route  of  the  fur-traderSi  is 
becoming  famous  by  ita  production  of  gold,  silver,  aud  other 
valuable  metal a. 

Thioughont  the  wide  West  great  depoaita  of  coal  and  Iron  are 
found,  the  basis  of  fatm~e  manufactures,  and  in  many  diatrictB 
great  forests  to  supply  to  the  world  materiiL]  for  [Qoreuiug 
development. 

What,  then,  i»  to  be  the  future  of  this  Canadian  West?  The 
poasibilitiea  arc  illimitable-  The  Anglo-Sason  race,  with  ita 
energy  and  pluck,  has  laid  hold  of  the  land  so  long  ahut  in  by 
tbe  wall  built  roond  it  by  the  fnr-traders.  This  race,  with  ita 
dominating  foroefuluBBS,  will  absorb  and  harmooize  elementa 
coming  from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  enjoy  the  fertile  fields 
And  minortJ  treasures  of  a  land  whose  laws  are  just,  whoao 
educaiioDal  policy  is  thorough  and  progressive,  whose  CDonU 
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and  religious  aapiratione  are  high  ftod  nobld.  and  wbiofa  giras 
a  befkTty  welcome  to  tte  industrious  and  deaerving  from  all 
liuida, 

'Winnipeg,  it  la  snid,  now  rt^nka  third  in  its  conunerciaL 
sbaadmg,  aa  repreSButed  hy  banking  statistics,  among  the 
oitiea  of  Canadji,  and  will  be  one  of  her  thi'ee  ^cat  cities. 
Thoae  wiio  are  hopeful  of  its  futui'e,  and  who  foreoaat 
its  position  9.S  tlie  financial,  eommsreiA.!,  eduoaCronal,  and 
religious  centre  of  the  greit  prairie  land,  apeak  of  it  as  the 
Chicago  of  Wo  stem  Canada. 

On  tihe  abores  of  Bunurd  Inlet  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  artother 
place  of  great  importance  ia  rising — VancoUTor  City,  the 
terminus  of  the  GEmadian  Pacific  Railway.  Victoria,  bogun. 
as  we  have  3600,  by  Chief  Factor  Douglas  as  the  chief  fort 
along  the  Pacific  Goa&t,  lorg  bold  its  own  as  the  commercial 
as  well  HA  the  political  ciiipital  of  Bribir^h  Columbia,  but  in  ihe 
meoBtiiiic  Vanoouyer  has  surpassed  it  in  populatioUj  if  not  in 
influence. 

AU   goes  to    show  that   the   Hudson's   Bay  Company  was 

preserving  for  the  generaLJone  to  come  a  most  valuable  beritsge. 

The  leaders  of  opinion  in  Canada  have   frequently,  within  the 

last  five  ycare  of  the  century,  cKpressed  tbeir  opinion  that  the 

second  generation  of  the  twentieth  century  may  see  a  larger 

Canndian   populatioo   to  the  West  of  Late  Superior  than  will 

be  found  in  the  provinces  of  the  East.    William  Oullen  Bryant's 

tinesr  spoken  of  other  prairies,  will  surely  come  true  of  the  wide 

Canadian  plains ; — 

"  1  liHtcTi  low 
....  and  thiikk  1  uaar 
The  BOUTid  of  that  advanctng  miiltitude 
-  Which  fiocn  Hhall  fill  thaso  fleeertfl.     From  the  groond 
Com^  up  tlie  laiieh  of  ohildrQD,  the  aoft  Viiice 
Of  itiflidPTiH,  find  the  sweet  *.Tid  solemn  hymn 
Of  iSflbtinth  worahipf«»ra.     The  Iflw  of  herds 
Blunde  with  the  niatling  of  ths  hoavy  grain 
Over  the  dark  brown  furrows." 


Tha  French  sxplorera  are  a  reminiscencs  of 
half  ago;  the  lords  of  the  lakes  and  foresta,  * 
energy,  oi'o  gone  for  ever;  the  Aatoriaas  a 
longer  do  the  French  Canadian  voyageurs 
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vooal  with  their  ohansODa ;  the  pomp  and  oirmimatanoe  of 
the  emperor  of  the  fur-traders  h&a  heen  reaolvod  into  the 
orclmary  forms  of  oommaroial  life ;  and  the  rude  barter  of  the 
eftrly  trader  has  p&asad  mto  the  folfUment  of  the  poet'a  dream, 
of  the  ''argoBiea  of  magic  baUb,"  and  the  "costly  balea" 
of  an  inoreasing  oommeroe.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
still  lives  and  takes  its  new  place  as  one  of  the  potent  forces- 
of  the  Canadian  West. 


^^Dce  SoojetyJ. 

Hiatoiie  ilei  I'Am^nque  SeptcotrioaaJe,  1772.  by  M,  Baoque- 
ville  de  la  Potlierie. 

M.  Joremie. 

The  Britiah  Empii-eiB  Ameiioa,  9  vols.  London,  1708'  Anoa. 
(John  OU^jiison,) 

Minutes  and  Stock  Book  of  Hudaon'fi  Bay  Company,  HudaoQ's 
Bay  Company  Houae,  Lime  Street,  London. 

Imperia!  (Hudson's  Bay  Compftay)  Blue  Book.  1749. 

Memo,  of  Cbiof  Justice  Draper.     Itupariai  Blue  Book,  1BB7. 

Imperial  Hudson's  Bay  Company  Blue  Book,  1867.  Appen- 
dix 9. 

Stovk  Book  of  KudfiOQ*B  Bay  Company  Offioes,  Lime  Btreet, 
Loodoti- 

Pootinients,  &a,,  on  Boundu^es.  (Ottawa,  1H710  Hudflon'e 
Bay  Company  Statement  of  Bichts,  1B60. 

Douumenls,  Ai,<  on  Boundarirtn.     (Ottawa,  1871.) 

Documents  of  Early  French  Settl^menia. 

The  mBteriftls  for  Ohaptors  IJJ-  and  IV-  ar&  almOBt  exclasively 
obtuned  from  the  unpubljsbed  minutos  of  the  Company, 
l6Tl-]690»  at  Hudecn's  Bay  Company  House,  Lime  Btret^t. 
London - 

The  material  of  Chnpbor  V.  U  largely  irom  the  mbotos 
and  letter-books  of  the  Company  at  the  Hodaon'a  Bay 
Company's  Hooae,  Lime  Street,  London.  The  complete 
atory  of  Badisson's  life  ie  now  for  tho  &rst  timo  ^ven 
to  the  world  by  the  Authov. 

Tnfiii'uctiona  to  Bidor  du  Troyes.  DooumeDte,  An.  Ottawa, 
1871- 

N.Y,  Hi9t.  ColloolJon.    Vol.  IX,.  p.  67, 

MaaeachiiBetts  Archived,  Bosboo^     French  Dooiimenta. 

Hist-  de  la  Nouvelle  France,  piLr  Mam  L'Eaearbot  (161S). 

Uinutes  of  Hndsoo's  Bay  Company,  Lime  Street,  London. 
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Btboquevillo  de  la  Potborio^     Histoire  de  i*Am6nque  Septen- 

Hifltoire  du.  Canadn,  par  F.  S,  Garaeaii. 

Letter -boots  of  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Limo  Stiroet,  Loodoa. 

(Chaptera  VU.— X.) 

ExtractpS  from  Treaty  of  Byswioi  ia  Dooomenta  oa  Boundary. 

Ottawa,  1873. 
!Uiniates  and  Letter-book  of  Hudson's  B^y  Company,  (London.) 
ExtraotB   from    Treaty    of    Utrecht,    m    Docuiuenta,    &c-h    oo 

Boundary.     (Ottawa),  1873, 
Letter-bookft  of  Hudson's  Bay  Company.     (London.) 
Aooouut  of  tbu  oomibries  adjoining  Hudson  Btby,  by  Arthur 

Dobhg,  Esq.     London.  1744. 
Disoovory  of  the  N.-W.  PasBago.     [Several  authors.     Oltatva 

Porhataentary  Library,) 
Middleton.     Reply  to  Arthur  Dobba^  17-i4, 
John  Barrow— Voyage  a - 
A  voyni*c  to  Hudaon  Bay  by  the  Dobbs  galley  and  Califorma, 

by  Henry  Ellis,  Gentleman-     London,  1748- 
Six  Years"  Reeidenoe  lu  Hudson  Bay,  by  Joaeph  Robson,  late 

Surveyor,  &c.     London,  1759. 
Impcirial    Blue    Book    of    Imperial    Parliament    relating    to 

riiidsoii'e  Bay  Company,  1749, 
N.  Y-Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  IS.  pp.  SOS.  209. 
Arohives  de  Pans,  2od  soriea,  vol  IV,  p,  263. 
Canadian  Arobircs,     Ottawa. 
Manuscripts    Ca-nodian   Pari     Lib,     (Ottawa,     Third    senes, 

vob  6). 
Pierre  Morgry  in  Paria,  Moniteur  of  1853, 
Journal   of  yeraudr3'e,    (original)    1739f    Cfinadian    ArobiTea. 

(Ottawa.^ 
De  Bougain VI lie's  Memoir,  given  in  Pierre  Margry's  BelationB, 

&c.     (Paris),  1867. 
"  MecQoirs  and  Documents,  &o."  from  Library,  Paris.     Five 

Volumes  by  Pierre  Margry, 


(Chapters  XL— XHT.) 
Canadienfl  de  I'Oueat.     Joseph  Tasst,    2  vols.     (Montteal), 

1878. 
Papers     of     Governor     Haldimand.      Canadian      ArobiTes^ 

(Ottawa.) 
Astoria^     Washington  Irving^ 
Bketohcs  of  N,  W,  of  America.     Bishop  Tach4.     (Montreal.) 
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Trarols  and  Adventures,  to,  between  1760-1766.     Ales.  Hoary, 

Senr,,  1809. 
Ale^cftnder  Maokenzie's  VoyagM.     London,  ISfil. 
MemoriaJ      of     North- West     Tradora,     Cnnftdiaa     AroMvos. 

^tlawa,)     (Original-) 
Lies  Bourgeoia  du  Nard-Ouest.  par  L-  B.  Ma^saon.     2  vola^, 

Quebec,  1889-90. 
A  Journey  from  Pi.-ioeo  of  Wales  Fort,  in  Hudson  Bel/,  to  the 

Northern    OuquDh    by   Sajnue]    HeOirne-     4ki.     LoiLdoii : 

Strahan  and  Cadell,  1795. 
Voyage    de    la    Perouse    autour    dn    Monde.     4    vols>    Svo* 

Paris,  1798. 
The   Pr^^nt  State  of  Hudson  Buy,   by   Edward  IjEnfreTille. 

ChATiea  Stalltar.     London,  L796. 
Observations  on  Hudson  B^,  by  Andi^w  Graham,  FUctor- 

Presented     to     Jamee    Fitzgerftld,     (Mfwmscnpt,     1771.) 

Hudaou'a  Bay  Company  Hotiaa,  Loudoo. 


(Chapters  SIV.— XXII,) 

Voyogea   of  Alflsandsr  Mackenzie.     (Hiatory  of   Fur   Trade-) 

London,  1801.     8vo. 
Haldiinand  Papers     Archives  Dept.    Ottawa.    (Unpublished.) 
DmfrevjUe-     (Supra.) 

MasBOu's  Bourgeois  du  Nord-Ouoat.     (Supra.) 
Journal  of  AleiLacider  Heiu^.     Manuscripl.     (Ottawa  Eibr4i"v.) 
Journals   cf  Altriituder    Henry  and  of  David   Thonip&on.    by 

Elliott  CoucB,     3  voIb.     F.  P.  Harper.     New  York,  1^97, 
The   Columbia  Rivor,    by   Boss  Cox.     2   vols,     London.     H. 

Colbrtiu  and  N.  Btntley,  1832. 
Bimon  Fraaer's  Journal,  ISlJ8-     Massoa.     (Supra.) 
VovtiRe,  l^H-U^   by  Gabnel   Fntnohiire.     (Traaslntion,   New 

'  York,  185*.) 
Ro*lenck  McReusie'B  ReminiBcenoea.     Maason.      (Supra,) 
James  BIcK^DziQ,     George  Keith.    Joha  McDonald  of  Garth, 

Maason.     (Supra-) 
Journal,  1830,  by  taoiel  Harmon.     Andover. 
Ejetterfi  cf  John  Pritchard.     Edited  by   Writer,   published  in 

Winnipeg. 
Charles  McEenzie's  Journeys.     MaHSon.     (Supra,) 
Midhiot'a  Journeys.     Uassou.     (Supra.) 
Trad(ir  John  Johnston,  of  Sanit  Ste.  Marie.    Hnsaon,    (Supra.) 
Duncan  Cameron  and  Peter  Grimt.     (Masson.) 
Astoria,  by  Waahlogton  Irviog. 
Roaa  Cox,     (Supra,) 

The  ColTunbia  River,  by  Alex,  Rosa.  1S49. 
Journal  of  Gabriel  EVanobAre,     (Supra^) 
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(Ctiaptera  XXin.— XXVin,) 

{Selkirk  Litttratv/r^.) 

Highland  Einigratioaf  by  Lord  Selkirk  (1805). 

Highland  Gie&ruuc^a.     PamphlolSt  AdrooEbtoa'  Library,  Edin- 

burgb, 
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Lord  Seikirk'a  Scltkoiient  in  N.A.    Adod,,  London,  L817. 

Blue-book  on  Etid  River  Bettleatent  of  ImperitJ  Houae  of 
Commons,  1819. 

Boport  of  CCina.dian  Tria.]fi,  ko,     A.  Acao^.  London,  1820. 
Do.  Do.  Anon,,  Hontroal, 

KeniQri&l  to  Duke  of  Richmond.     Eurl  of  Selkirk,  MontreaL 

Oanaiiena  de  I'Dtiestj  by  Joseph  Tasae. 

Diarj'  of  John  MoLeod,  in  Aov.  Libntry,  Wimupeg.      (Un- 
published,) 

Manitoba,  by  the  Writer.     London,  1882. 


(Chapters  XXIX.— XXSI-) 

Minutes  of  CcuhqII  Meetings  in  Norway  Houfie,  in   Hudson's 

Bay  Hoiiae^  London,  and  in  Toronto.     (Unpubhahod.) 
Journey  Round  the  World,  by  Qovenior  Simpson,  1847. 
'•  Peace    Biver,"  by  Archibald    Macdonald.      Annotated    by 

Malcolm  MoLeod,  Ottawa. 
Peter  Fidlar's  Will.    Copy  in  poeaesaion  of  Writer. 
Hudfiou's  Bay  Compaay  Land  Tenures,  by  Mr.  Justice  Martin, 

YJotoria,  B-C. 
Journal  of  John  MoLood.     PhjI.  Library,  Winnipeg.     (Supra.) 
WentzeVa  Journal.     F,  Masson,     (Supra.) 
Journal  of  John   Finlay,     Munuscript,  unptibliahed,  property 

of  Chief  Factor  MaoDougall,  Princo  Albert,  K.-W.T. 
Collection  of  100  letters  from  majiy  fur  traders  to  Chief  Factor 

Jamea  Hargrave,     Curwen,  EdiDburgh.     (Dnpublisbed.) 
The  Shoe  and  Canoe.     London,  1850,     Dr,  J.  Bigeby. 
Gabriel  Franoh^re.     (Supra.) 
Picturesque  Canada.     Toronto. 
Collection  of  letters   in  possession  of  Judge  Ermatiiiger.   St, 

Thomas,  Oot, 
Let^r  of  Judge  Stcere.     Sault  Sw.  M&ne. 
8onga  of  Dotmnion,  by  W.  D.  Li^lithall,     London,  189&. 
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(Chapters  XXXIL— XXSVl.) 

Journey  to  Polar  Sea,  1819-23,  by  John  Fronklia.     Loadon, 

1623. 
Seooad  Journey,  1825-7,     London,  1833. 
Arotio  Etpedition,  1639,  by  Joba  and  James  Boss. 
Arctic  LftDd  EipodhioD,  by  George  B&ck.  1836. 
Arctic  Searching  Expedition-     2  voU..  1851, 
Expedition  to  Shorea  o£  Arotio  SeB,  by  John  Bue,  18SC. 
Arctic  Voyoigea  (sGVeraJ  tiuthore.  Pari.  Library,  Obta^'a). 
TnvelB,  by  Lertis  Ftiid  Ckrh,  3  vols.     Londo^i,  1815. 
TnveU  on  the  Western  Teiritcriefl,  1805-7,  by  Zebukm  M- 

Pikop 
Eealiug  (and  Long)'E  Expeditrion,  2  vols.,  1625. 
J.  C-  Beltrami-     PUgrini&ge  of  discovery  of  Sources  of  M^Issia- 

aippi.    London,  1828. 
Brewer  (Caas  ^od  Scboolctaft),  Source*  ci  the  MiHflisaippi, 

published  by  5Iirin.  Historical  Socifllj. 
J-  H.  L&Eroy.     Magtietio  Survey- 
Joumal  of  Explorations,  by  Fatliser  (and  Hector),     London, 

1863. 
NarrELive  of  the  Cana^an  Exploring  Expedition,  by  Hind  (and 

Dawson).  2  vols,,  1360. 
The  NoTth^West  PohSSoge  by  Land,  by  Million  and  Cheadle^ 

Loiidon,  lt^)5. 
Ooeai^  to  Ocean,  by  G,  M,  Grants  1873, 
Rod  River,  by  Alox.  Boss.     London,  1856> 
Captain    Bulger's  letters,  published  for    private  oiroulatioo, 

1833. 
Notes  of  the  Flood  of  Bed  Hirer  o(  165^.  by  Bishop  Anderson. 
Bed  Eiver.     J.  J,  Harftravc,  Moelreal,  1871. 
Pazcbnieut  Eoll,  property  of  late  George  McTaviah,  Winnipeg. 
Journal  nf  the  B^  River  Country,  by  the  Rev.  John   West. 

London, 1624. 


(Chapters  XXXVIl..  XXSVm.) 

Had^oQ  Bay,  by  B,  M.  BallantynQ.     London,  1848. 

Dr,  Rae-     (S»ipr»  ) 

Notes  of    25  Yo^B  of   Service*   by  John   McLeiui,  2  irols. 

London,  1S49, 
Un>!itva  Bay,  liy  B.  M.  BallftOtyiie,     London.  1871- 
Explorationa  in  Lbbnuilor,  by  H,  Y,  Hind,  18^. 
Moravian  Ifiaaions.  ^^ 

Tbe  important  Chapter  XXXVIIL  was  largely  prepared  hy  a 

Chief  Factor  of  the  Hudaon  b  Bay  Company,  who  had  long 

served  oi3  tbe  MaokeBJcic  River. 
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Chief  Factoi  CaiopbeU's  diBcoveriea  were  oliiefly  obtained  from 
a  JouiTial  of  that  of^oer  now  La  the  h&iids  of  his  sou  at 
Norway  Hon  so, 


(Chapters  SXXIX,— SLVn.) 

BftQcroft's  Nortb-VTeet  Coast,  2  voIb.     Sau  Fraaciaoo,  1891. 

HtbIoo'  of  British  CDltimbia,  1890. 
Begg'a  History  of  British  Columbia, 
Jourtutl  of  Tiitdor  Ermatinger,  property  of  Jud^e  Ermttticger, 

St.  Tbomae,  Out 
Chioook  Jargon,  by  Horatio  Hall-     London,  1390. 
Todd,  collectioa  of  lettora  belon^g  to    Judge  ErmatingerH 

(Supra.) 
Coues,  Ales.  Heoiy.     (Supra,) 
Miles  Maodoneli'ft  lettere.     Arcliivea  voL     Ottawa. 
Viogt  Aanees  de  Mifisiona,  &c.,  hv  Biahop  Taoht,  1888. 
Eainbow  of  tho  North,  by  A.L.O.'B.  {Miaa  Tucker), 
Notes  by  Rev-  John  Wust-      (Supra.) 
Eed  Siver,  by  Hargrave.     (Supra.) 
Journey  of  Bishop  of  Montreal,  18i4.     Pub.  I8i9, 
Bed  Eiver  Settlement,  by  Alex.  Boss.     (Supra) 
John  BluGk,  Apostle  of  Red  Eiver.  by  the  Wriltr,  1893. 
Htidson  Bay,  by  Eev-  John  Eyeraon-     Toronto,  1955. 
Jamea  Evana.     Wm.  Briggs,  Toronto, 
Cree  Syllabic, 

History  of  British  Columbia.     (Supru.) 
Hudeon's  Bay  Territories,  4^:0.,    by    K.   H.    FiUgerald    and 

Martin.     Loudon,  1649. 
Indian    Tribes.      "  Canada," — An   Eocyclopedia.     Artiole    by 

■Wriler- 
Banoroft's  Tribos  of  the  Paei£o  Coast. 
Imperial  Government  Blue-books,  1849-51, 
History  of  Manitoba,  by  Donald  Guun.     Ottawa^  ISBOh 
Irapenal  Blue-book  of  1857. 

Canada  and  the  States,  by  Sir  E-  W.  Watfcin,  London. 
DIue-bookd  of  Canada. 
ErmfLiinger  Lettera.     (Supra,) 
Eegg'e  Creation  of  Manitoba.     Toronto,  1871. 
Eeport  of  Donald  A.  Smith,     Canadtaii  Dlut-book  of  1B71- 
BouUon'B   Eeminisoences   of    the    North-Wesb   Rebellion^    by 

Major  Bodton,  1886. 
Bed  Eiver  Tixjubles.     Kepcrt  of  Canadian  House  of  Commons. 
Pacts  and  figures,  from  Hudson's  Bay  Ceiopany  Offiees. 
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SUMMARY  OF  LIFE  OF  PIERRE  ESPRIT  RADISSON. 


A.  Eablieb  Life  and  Votaoes  (1636—1663). 

I.  Birth  and  Immigration. 

Pierre  Eaprit  Badieson,  bon^  in  Paris  (afterwards 

lived  at  St.  Malo) 1636 

(Though  some  claim  that  he  was  bom  in  1620, 
this  IB  incorrect,  for  in  bis  petition  read  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  London^  March  11th,  1698, 
he  states  that  he  is  sixty-two  years  of  affe.) 
Arrived  with  his  father's  family  in  Caoada,  May  .         1661 

(Settled  at  Three  Bivere.} 

II.  Western  Voyages. 

Firat  voyage  to  the  Iroquois  country  ....  1652 

(Captured  by  the  Iroquois.) 

Escaped  and  fled  to  HoUaud      .....  1663 

Returned  to  Canada 1654 

SecoDd  voyage  to  Onondaga 1657 

Third  voyage,  visited  Sioux  and  Assimboines  through 

the  Mississippi  country 1658-60 

Eeturaed  to  Montreal  with  600  Indians      .         ,  1660 

Fourth  voyage,  to  region  north  of  Lake  Superior  1661 

Held  great  council  with  the  Indians   ....  1662 
Leaves    the   country   of   the   Crees   and    retums   to 

Montreal 1663 

m.  In  English  Service. 

Quarrels  with  French  Govemor.  Goes  to  Boston  from 

Quebec 1664 

Crosses  to  England 1666 

Vessel  engaged  bo  go  to  Hudson  Bay  delayed     .        .        1666 
Disturbed  condition  of  England  causes  further  delay  .        1667 
Eaglet,  on  which  Badisson  embarked,  did  not  reach 
Hudson    Bay;   Nontuchj   with    Groseilliers    on 
board,  did 1666 
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Ij^onsitch  retnms  to  England 1S69 

Hadeon'a  Bay  Company  chartered  through  aesi&tanoe 

of  GroBeillieis  acd  Eadiaaon         ,         ,         .         ,  1670 

Radi&HOn  first  visits  Htid&fjn  Bay        ,        .        -        ,  1C70 

Radleeon  returns  aud  wirtei^  in  LocidoQ  1671 

EadiBBon,  with  CapUin  GilJam,  goefl  to  Hudson  Bay  .  1672 

Betmrna  to  London  and  ^intors  there  .         .         .  1673 


IV-  Enters  Frerwh  Service. 

Badiseon  and  Groseilliera  de&erb  England  for  Prance, 

October 

Kadisfiou  goes  on  eiperlition  U>  the  Antilles 
Crosses  under  French  auspices  to  Canada  - 
Goes  to  Iludson  Bay  on  Frtsaoh  ship  .... 
Winters  in  HndGon  Bfly,  cBptnves  Gillani'B  ship,  and 

returns  to  Canada 

CroBseB  Co  France,  and  undertaikee  new  ejspeditioa  to 

HndaoM  Bay 


1674 

1681 

1G32 


V-  Defisrts  France  aftd  rstiims  to  England. 

Kadl&fion  joins    English,    and    goes   immediately    to 

Hudgou  Bay,  May  13th 1684 

Seizes  ^0,000  fura  from  French  and  oomo3  to  London  16S4 

Sails  again  to  Kud&un  Bay           .         .         .         .         ,  1G85 

VT.  Further  Hhtonj. 

Made  a  denifan  of  England                            .         .         ,  1637 

Sails  for  Hudson  Bay 1688 

Eeoeives  share  of  che  KreaC  dividend  .        .        .        .  1690 
Sir   John  Young^appHea    for  inerease  of    RadJfison's 

allowanee 1692 

Badifison  files  a  bill  in  Ctianoeiy  against  Company      -  1G94 
,,       petitions  Pflrliatnent  for  con  aider  arion  ,         -  1G98 
„        applies  to  Company  for  position  ,         ,  ITtX) 
,t        receives  last  aUowance  from  Company  (pro- 
bably his  death)  1710 
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List  of  Hudbon^a  Bay  Goupamt  Fob7b  m  1856,  with  tbb 

BEVBKAI.  DiSTAlCTB   AND   THE  NUUBBB   07   InDIANB   IS   BACH. 


AthahoMca  District 
(1660)- 

Fort  ChipewTUi. 

Dnnyflgui, 

Varmiboa, 

Fond  dn  LoO' 
JffflclenzH  Rivtr  JHttritt 
(10,*30)- 

Fort  8iinp4(m. 

Fort  BD  Ijard^ 

Fort  Hatkettk 

YnkoD- 

P«e]'B  River. 

Lspierre'e  Hoiue. 

Fart  Good  Hope- 
Fort  Bh, 

Fort  Bsftolatioii. 

Bi^  TdUnd' 

Fort  KOETDBD. 

English  River  Diitfict 
(1S70)- 

Ite  k  J&  GroHS. 

Rapid  EiTor, 

Gre«n  Lake. 

Deer's  Laka. 

Portage  la  Loche. 
Sa^atckewan  Dittrict 
(a  8,060)— 

Edmonton. 

Carltob. 

Fort  Pitt. 

Rocky  Uonnt  Booae. 

Lac  la  Bicho. 

Leeter  Slave  Lake- 
Fort  Auiaiboine* 

Jaipcr'l  Houe. 

Fort  1  la  Come. 
Cumberland  Dittrict 
(760)- 

CamberLand  Honae. 

The  Pa*- 
8van  River  D\atru:t 
(2300J- 
Fort  Pall  J. 


Fort  Bllios. 
Qn^Appelle  Lake*. 
Shoal  kiver, 
Tonahwood  Hilla- 

Red  Kivtr  Diatrict  (S2G0, 
inoludiog  half- 
breeds  and 
whites)^ 

Port  Gari7. 

Lower  Fort  Garry. 

White  HooAo  Plain - 

Pombina. 

Uanitoba. 

Beed  Lake. 
Loc  b  Plvi*  Dittrict 
(2S60)— 

Fort  Franooft. 

Fort  AJaiandor. 

Bat  Portage. 

White  Dog, 

Lao  da  Bonnat. 

Lao  de  BoEablanOp 

Shoal  Lake. 
Jioncay  House    District 
(1080)- 

Norwaf  Hoaaa. 

Berena  Birer. 

Nelwn  RivOT. 
York  District  (1600)— 

York  Factory. 

Chiuchill. 

Serem. 

Treat  Lake. 

Oxford  House- 
Albany  Dittrict  (1100)— 

Albany  Faotory- 

Marten'a  Falls . 

Oanaburg- 

Lao  Seal. 
EinogumitKet  Dittrict 
(400)- 

Uetawagamingna. 

Kackatooah. 


LaJcf  SuptrioT  Dittrid 
(ISBO)— 

Hiohipicotaa. 

Batcheftaoa. 

HamainBe. 

Pio. 

Long  Lake, 

Lake  Nlpigou- 

Fort  William. 

Pigeon  BItbt. 

I40  d'Orignal. 
Lake  Huron  Dittrict 
(1100)- 

Laoloche. 

Little  Onrreni. 

HiBBiasaagie. 

Green  l«ke. 

Wfaitoaib  Lake. 
Sault  ate.  Marie  District 
(150)- 

Sanlt  Ste.  Ifarie, 
^oose  Diatriet  (730)^ 

Hoo&e  Factory- 
Hannah  Bay. 

Abitibi. 

Now  Bmnsiriak. 
Bait  Main  District 
t700)- 

Great  Whale  River. 

Little  Whale  Birer. 

Fort  George. 
RttjMrf*  fli'iwr  Dittrict 
(9ft5)-^ 

Bupei-t'B  House. 

Histasini. 

Teniskamaj. 

Woiwoaaby. 

Meahiikan. 

Pike  Lake, 

KitoheqnoD. 

Kauiapiscow. 
TVmidcomin^ue    Dittri^ 
(1030)— 

Tomisoamingne 

Hooia. 
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Grand  Lao. 

Lake  KipiAtla^. 
HiiQl«r^B  Lcdg«. 
Tfitii  ogflm  iTign« . 
Foft  C'sHln-iv^f    DiMVriti 
(3T5)- 
Lac  ili»  AJIiuuettHfl. 

Ma  lawn  r 

(ISO)" 

KiTibrv  D«feert.. 

LbcbiDe  HiiuaeH 
Si-  Jfa-iTif^  Diitnct 

Three  RiverV' 
Wt^y  uioa  tacbiu^oe. 
Eikai^daicb- 

(11001— 
Tadonflfic. 
Ob^ouUtifli^. 
Lake  St.  Johu'd. 
lli>  J^remie, 

^eveii  lalanda. 
K/ripTi  I*i3enc:  (700)— 

MuaijTiajTO, 
Natoiqaan. 
Eaqyimaux  Bay  JHtffict 
(500)- 
Korth-W©Bt  Biver. 


Kikokcrk. 

Columbia  DUirid 
(2^00)— 
Fort  VaQcouTer- 

Chinook  Point. 

Carvetmaa. 

Chtttupueg, 

Cowelits . 
Oi/lville  Disirivt 
(2000)— 
Fort  ColriUo, 

Flat  Hmde- 

Okana^an. 

(700)- 
WallaWalin. 
Fori  HfllE. 
Fon  Boiae. 

Von  COfc  TitfT  Island  Diatri^ 
(12,W0J— 
Fort  Viotori*. 
Fort  Bnpert. 

Frater    Siver     Distrv^ 
(4000)^ 
Fort  lADgXej. 


Jf.tt".  Coaxt  Diitrxpt 

(4a,000>— 

Fort  Simpflijn, 

Tfiomaan   Rivrr    DiiBri<4 

(aooo)^ 

Fort  Eopv- 

(13,000)" 
Btaait  Lake. 
McLcod'a  Lako. 
FT»a«r'a  Loke- 
Alvxandria. 
Fori  Genrjre- 
Babinaa. 
Conolly'fl  Lake. 
HodcIuId    (Sandniclj 
Islea), 

Total  54  r^stHct*  .— 
Indinaa         .  143.060 
T^ot  eniuDer- 

Mcd  .  6,000 

EftkimM  4.O00 


Total         .  l^y.OdO 

and  halt- 

lieedB  .     10,000 


In 


14S,OI30 

all  imdor  Hud* 
oon'a  Bay  Com- 
pany role,  aboat 
150,000. 


APPENDIX   D. 

LiBT  OF  Chief  Factobb  en  the   Hudson's    Bat  Coupahy 
Bbtivige  pbom  the  CoAiiiTiON  OF  1821  TO  THE  Yeab  1896. 


Note.— Under  the  Deed  Polls  of  1831,  1834,  and  1871, 
there  were  263  ootDmisaioned  officers,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
their  nationalities  were  as  follows  : — 

French  Canadian        .... 

Irish 

English 

Scotch 


Total 


1821. 
Thomsi  Tiaoenl- 
John  Mao  Donald. 
Jobn  Thompflon, 
Jamoa  Bird- 
Jam^B  Leith. 
John  Ealdatie. 
Colin  RobertsOQ. 
Aiaamder  Stewnrt. 
Jamea  Satborlsnd. 
John  tiaorf^McTaTtab, 
Johti  CEarko, 
Qwrj^D  Keith. 
Jobn  Dagatd  Caraenm. 
John  CharJea- 
Jobn  8taiirt. 
Alexander  Kenoedf  ^ 
Edward  Bmith. 
John  U'Lon^blin. 
Jobn  DaTia. 
James  Keith' 
Joseph  Bflioly, 
Angot  B ethane. 
Don&ld  ftlcKenEie, 
Alexander  Cluittie- 
John  HoBean, 

1823. 
William  Uolutosh. 


1635. 
William  GonnoU^. 
John  Rowand- 

1837. 
Jamea  MoMiLlan. 

1828. 
Allan  HoDoDnelK 
Jobn  Lee  Lewia. 
Peter  Warren  Detue. 

1830, 
Roderick       UcKeniie^ 
Seiir. 

1832, 
DnDcan  Finlaj^aon. 

183^ 
Pater  S.  Ogden. 

ISSd. 
John  P.  Pmden. 
Alex.  HcLeod. 

issa 

John  Fariea. 
Angna  CameroD. 
Sunoel  BUok' 
1840. 
Jamaa  Dooglai. 
BoDaJd  Bou. 


isia. 

Archibald  McDonald. 

1844. 

Bobert  B.  Uilee. 
Jamea  Rargrare. 

1845. 

Nicol  Finlayvon. 

1846. 
John  E.  HarHi>tt. 
Joho  Work' 
John  SieTeright. 

184T. 
Mnrdo  HcFberflon. 
George  Barzuton. 

1846. 
John  Ballenden. 

18G0. 

John  Bae. 
William  Binolidr. 

1861. 

Hvotor  McSentie. 
WilliatD  UaTaviih. 
Dngald  UoTaTiih. 
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Edwsji^  Br  Hopkins' 
John  SvjLEiaLon, 
Ji>bQ  Mc;Soiizi», 

J&raen  Andenon.    (A). 

1866. 
WiUiftm  MoNcin* 
William  F.  Tolmie. 

jADiea  AndcrBon.     (B), 
Kuderi^k  FJul&^iou- 

WilliftTu  J-  CLritftJP. 
CliMlpB  Bodd. 

\m\. 

JohD  M.  ftimpstaQ. 
Jamoi  A.  Oniliame, 

1803, 
JiiTU9*  H,  Ulsje. 

Dniiiil<3  A-  ainith, 

1864, 
Junr^d  S'  GlouBt-on. 
Joseph  Gladmfln. 

Ia60, 
Willi  Am  HtMuTTAj- 

1867, 
Kobort  L'ainpbeil. 
Uobart  Huniltoti. 


William  L.  Tiardiaty. 
Joaepli  W.  WilHOQ. 

1889. 
J^nteB  Q,  ^lewirt. 

1S73, 
JatDHfi  BiflE^tb. 

Richard  Hardietj-. 

t&73. 

Robert  Crawford  (Piw 
tor). 

WiUiamH,  WBtt<Fac- 
tor). 

Johti  MaulntTTA  (f  ac- 
tor). 

1874. 
Wiilinin  Chi^lei. 
John  H-  MoTiLvi^. 
AldBnder  Mnnro. 

1B75. 
La^TcariB  Clorka. 
R.  MapFu-lftne. 
llDdt^nukRoba  (Fuotoi-). 

ie7&, 

P«ter  Warren  Bell, 
Joseph  Fnrh^ftcnft. 

1S79, 
Colin  H&nkia, 
Arcbibfild  McDonald, 
Sama«l  K.  ParHon. 


J&mu  H.  Lai?i(Ui  (Fac- 
tor). 

Even  Ua{;daTi&ld  (Fao- 
tvr). 

Ja»«pli  J-  Har^^rare 
(Cbifll  TV*dor). 

1R83- 
Jomee  L.  Cottar. 

1884. 
Jnliftn  8.  CAmaell. 

188fi, 
Qorooe  BclnngBr. 

llffia. 
WilliMn      H.      Adama 
(Factor). 

18B7. 
JameH  HoDongaLI. 

laSB. 
Ptit«r  UcKeniifl, 
£.   K,    BeBBlDn    (Chief 
TTader). 

1»92. 
William  Clark. 
W.    S.    Bopher    (Chiaf 
Trader). 

1383. 
William  K.  Brooghton. 

1896. 
AlDxaadflr       Hatbevm 
(Factor). 


APPENDIX   E. 
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I 


EUS3IAN   AMERICA   (ALA3KAJ. 

Ik  1336  Oi^at  Brilain  m&da  a,  treaty  with  Buflaia  as  to  tbe 
uortb-weab  ooaai^  oE  Atimrics.  The  bouiiilajy  lina  tbut  has 
fiince  been  fl.  subject  of  much  dispute  with  Che  United  Statee, 
which  bought  out  the  rights  oi  Kusaiaj  was  thus  laid  down  in 
the  Treaty  :— 

t£I,  "The  line  of  demarCBttOD  between  the  posseBsLoas  of 
the  high  contracting  patHeBi  upon  tho  co&fit  of  the  Continent 
djid  the  islands  of  America  to  the  north-west,  sha-H  be  da~aiwn 
in  bhe  manner  followmg  :— ComnieQciitg  from  the  southeru- 
moBt  point  of  the  isknd  called  Prlntro  of  Wdee's  Island,  whioh 
point  hcB  in  the  parcjlel  of  51  do^eee  '10  minutesi  north 
latitude,  and  between  the  131at  and  133rd  degree  of  west 
longitude  (meridian  of  Greenwich) ;  the  said  line  ehalE  ascend 
to  the  north  along  the  oha,nnel  Cftlled  Portland  Channel,  us  Ear 
as  the  point  of  the  Continent  where  it  strikes  Ihe  66th  degree 
of  north  latitude;  from  this  laab- mentioned  point  the  line  of 
demarealiion  shall  follow  the  summits  of  the  mouutaina 
situated  paraUeL  to  the  cooet,  as  fur  as  the  poitit  of  interse<!tion 
of  the  Hlat  degree  of  west  longitude  (of  the  same  meridiaa) : 
and  6DaIly,  h-om  the  8aJd  point  of  liitt^raeLTtion,  the  aoid 
meridian  tma  of  the  I41st  degree  in  itfi  prolongation  as  far  aa 
the  Frozen  Ocean,  ahnll  form  the  limit  between  the*  Ruasian 
and  Bfitisli  po^eessioi^a  oa  the  Continent  of  Axut^rica  to  ^hd 
north  -west' 

IV,  "  With  reforanoo  to  the  line  of  demaroation  laid  down 
in  the  preceding  ortiolo,  it  is  understood ; — 

lat.  '*  That  the  ialand  called  Prince  of  Wales's  Island  shall 
belouf^  wholly  to  Eussm, 

2nd.  **  That  wherever  the  summit  of  the  mountains  which 
eitend  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  coast,  from  the  5Gth 
degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  point  of  intei'sectjon  of  the 
I41st  dcgrae  of  weat  longitude,  aliall  prove  to  be  at  tho 
dietance  of  more  than  ten  marine  leagues  from  the  oceau,  the 
limit  between  tho  British  possessions  and  the  line  of  ooaet 
which  is  to  belong  to  Rusdu,  a&  above  meDtioned*  shatl  be 
formed  by  a  line  parallel  to  tbe  windings  of  the  coast,  and 
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which  eh&l]  never  exceed  the  diaiiauas  of  ten  marine  leoHgiiea 
therefrom." 

The  Hui^Hon'a  Bay  Oompa,Qy,  \u  the  year  following  the 
Treaty,  piiahfld  their  posLa  to  the  interior,  a.nd  obtained  a  hold 
on  Ihe  Indians  from  the  coa^t  inward,  Mrtking  use  of  their 
pnvilego  of  iisocnding  the  river  from  the  coast,  they  under- 
took to  ereab  a.  posD  upon  one  of  tUoHo  rivBrs,  Thia  led  the 
HuBsiftn  American  Pur  Corapany  to  make  a.  vigorous  prolest, 
Lnd  a  long  oorreepondanae  eusucd  on  the  mutter.  At  length, 
in  18394  the  Hadaon'a  Bb.j  OampAny,  chiedy  in  order  to  gain 
acceas  to  their  ludiiina  of  the  interior,  lea.sed  the  titrip  of 
coast  territory  from  Fort  Simpson  to  Cross  Sound  for  a,  period 
of  ten  yoarft.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  agroemoab 
mode  February  Gth,  1339,  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  and 
SusBJan  American  Fur  CumpH-tiJefi  : — 

'*The  Russian  Fur  Company  cede  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  commencing  June  1st, 
1310,  the  coaat  (exclusive  of  the  islaruds)  and  the  interior 
country  situated  between  C&pe  Spencer  and  latitude  54^  40' 
or  theroaboitta  for  Em  aEmurU  rental  of  two  thousand  seasoned 
ottora. 

"  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  agree  to  sell  to  the  RussitLn 
Fur  Company  3000  otters  taken  on  the  west  side  of  lh& 
mountain.3  at  the  prioe  of  23a.  sterling  per  skin,  BJid  3000 
seasoned  otters  t&ken  on  the  east  sldu  of  the  Bocky  &founlnins 
at  32s.  steriing  per  skin.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  agreo 
lo  sell  to  the  Russian  Fur  Company  2000  Ferragoes  (120  Iha. 
oaob)  of  wheat  annually  for  a  term  of  ten  yoara,  at  the  price 
of  lOs,  9^?,  sterling  per  ferrago,  also  ilour,  peas,  bacley.  salted 
beef,  butter,  and  pork  hams  at  fixed  pricoa,  under  oertain  pro- 
visions, 

"  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  relinquish  the  claim  prefeired 
hy  them  for  damages  sustained  by  them,  arising  from  llio 
obstruction  presented  by  the  Sussiaa  autbohtiob  to  an  exhibit 
tion  fitted  out  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  ealonu^  tii« 
Stitine  River/' 

The   agreement   was  continued  nit&r  thf  id 

years,  but  the  routai  liae  changed  fro^ii  ^  hii  i  & 

moctjy  piLytiieat  of  1500^.  a  year.     ThL^ 


pany^  as  we  have  seen,  pushed 
River,  and  only  withdrew  thorn 
into  tbe  possession  of  the  Un'' 
Hudson'a  Bay  Company,  Jain 
factor  of  the  Company,  was  li. 
pany  poats  m  Alaska,  at^d  pt^' 
them. 
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THE    CEEE    SYLLABIC    CHARACTERS, 


I,     INITIALS  OB  FKIUALS. 

V 

^ 

► 

< 

A 

e 

6 

A 

II.     S7LLABIC9. 

V 

A 

> 

< 

p& 

ps 

p5 

P» 

u 

n 

) 

c 

tt 

te 

to 

t£ 

1 

r 

J 

I 

cha 

che 

oho 

fthK 

q 

P 

d 

b 

k& 

kc 

ko 

kA 

n 

r 

J 

L 

ma 

mE 

1D0 

ID& 

"D 

o- 

^ 

Q. 

Dfr 

ni 

n6 

nii 

S 

r' 

^ 

K 

a 

a« 

00 

•ii 

^ 

r- 

-^ 

h- 

jft 

ye 

III.    FINALS 

OR  TEBMINALa 

y^ 

c  = 

m 

^ 

=  k 

.  =  w 

3  = 

n 

1 

=  P 

J  =  r 

'V  ^ 

e 

/ 

=  t 

J  =  I 

^ 

b 

it 

1 

=  &aptrat« 

=  Christ 

0  =  ow 

EXAUFLEB  OF   WORD  FORMATION. 

Lrc  ^  ma-nc-to  =  fipirit- 

fl-A  =  nfrpe  =   water, 

>rr  ^  o-m&'me  =  the  pigeon. 

f-XAf  =  rae-fl-ta-tc-m  =  horee  (Ug  dog), 

vA'  ^  ne-pa-D   =  aummer. 

t^^v^  =   ka-zki-pa-k  =  a  snake. 


Si 


n 

a 


It 


o  ^ 


INDEX 


"A  jj  daire  fontain©;'  308. 
Albsmulfl,  Dake  of,  9, 
"Aloanttfl,"  aia. 
AlliuiOB,  Tbo  Git^d,  56. 
A11iunstt«,  807^ 
Amarioaa  Fur  Compaiiy,  329. 
AndnnoD^  A.  C.»  414. 
Arlifigtob,  But  of,  9. 
AitOT,  John  Jftcob,  192. 
AfltoriA  fonndadi  19fl. 
AMiniboift,  Coandl  of,  3&1. 
AjuniboinQ  IndiAiu,  67, 135. 

T,  Wool  Oompanj,  351. 

Athabuu,  Fint  Tr&dera  of,  97- 

,,  Lake  and  Kiver,  3S3. 

Back,  Sir  Qeorgo,  317. 
Bo&TBT  Clab,  190. 
Bravtr,  Ship,  £00. 
Beaalim,  FmivoJa,  127. 
Bflltnml,  J.  C.  (Explonr).  830, 

Work  of,  331, 
Bluk,  K«F.  JohD,  PioQMf,  423. 

„      Jud^,  442. 

..      Bamael.  Timder,  402. 
B]ukfe«t  iDdiftDS,  432. 
Bluubard,  Gonmor,  414. 
BoU'br&l^  tnrbnlonu,  219. 
Boothia,  Felix,  DuWTery  of,  815. 
Boolton,  Uajor,  467- 
Bonrbon,  Fort,  60,  Oi. 
Bourdon,  Jaan,  40. 
Bourke,  F»(h«r,  417^ 
Bnadon  Hook,  112. 
Biymner,  DoobUa,  ArobiTiat,  66. 
Buffalo  Wool  Com|iaa;,  350. 

,,       bnntiiig,  885. 
DnJgar,  Gorcraor,  348. 
Bntlar,  C«pt.  W,  F.,  SIS. 
ButtoD,  Bir  Tbomafl,  46. 

CADiiri'i  lamant,  806. 
Cadot,  J.  Bapti«t«,  91. 

CiJdir«tl,  UaJDT,  440. 


CaliSamia,  Sblp,  67. 
Calnmot,  307. 

Campbell,  Robert,  393  tt  vtq. 
CameroD,  Daoi-an,  18I-IS4,  219,  202. 
„        Murdoch,  Far  Tr>dor,  32ti. 
CanadA  Coiupauy,  2. 
Osaadiau  Boat  Song,  806. 
CftnDB  voTwe  by  Got.  Bimpmn,  273- 

276. 
Cart  and  Cayuae,  361. 
Cart  tnili,  362, 
Carver,  Jotiathan,  183. 
Gaas,  LoiriA,  Explont,  8Bl> 
CanchoTi,  Joiopb,  Momo.  of,  447. 
CaTaloado,  The  himtEng,  306- 
Chartor,  H.  B.  C,  13  H  $eq. 
Ohartora,  Rojai,  13. 
Charlei,  Fort,  11. 
Chilkata,  Tho.  394. 
Chimo,  Port,  377. 
Chinook  jargon,  409. 
Chipewfao,  For-t,  124,  126,  3H. 

Tribe,  432, 
Ch[pman,  C.  C.  470- 
Chrifttio,  OoTsmor,  3^. 
Chrutiuos  (Rrii),  A,  6. 
CbH<tT,  Miller.  7. 
Churchill,  Lord,  Gorernor,  30. 
„  „      in  Tower,  31, 

Chnroh  SooiotioB  on  lUd  Rirer,  42S. 
Coohrano,  Anhdeaoon,  299,  420. 
Colbert,  H.,  40. 
CoUeion,  Sir  Peter,  9. 
CoUman,     W.      B.,     Comminiooer. 

263-4. 
Columbia,  Brituh,  of  to-day,  477. 
ColTille,  Gov.  Kdon,  423. 
CamtDitte«  of  1657, 446. 
Company,  The  Northeni,  50. 
ConnoUy,  Trader,  400. 
Coppermma  BiTer  discovered,  104, 
Council  a  of  Tr«den,  271. 
CoDture.  William,  49. 
Coi,  BcM,  200. 

K  k 


^^^TJ^^^^^^^^^^T^r^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

^^M            CTHven,  Karl  of,  0- 

FtemiDg  *ad  Graat,  GEpoditicn  oL 
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